The Procession of the Key, a Seasonal Observance
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At Lagina and at Didyma, sacred processions (pompe or agog) took place annually in honor of Hecate. At Didyma, the celebrants bore a pair of garlanded cubes, known as gulloi, but their destination and composition of the parades themselves is not known.

At Lagina, a priestess, known as the “Key-bearer” bore a symbolic key (klieos) from the Temple of Hecate along a sacred road to the neighboring trade-city of Statoniciea. It is believed that the ritual took place on the first night of spring and that the festivities connected with it ended with the dawn of the first new moon. Personnel included the priest (a priestess not before the 3d c. A.D.), the Key Bearer or Kleidophoros (generally a young girl), the neokoros, the president of the mysteries, and temple eunuchs. 

What then was the purpose of these two pageants?


By looking at the central symbols of each ritual, the key and the gulloi, I believe that the intent of both rituals becomes clear. 

Keys, especially as they related to temples granted access to the temple treasury, and by extension, the wealth of the cult itself (both spiritual and material), and the display of the key to the town could be construed as a symbolic method of conveying the wealth of the Temple, and the blessings of the Goddess Herself, to the populous. At the same, it also conveyed the idea that the town’s bounty was inextricably linked to Hecate. The gulloi, (a survival of the cult of Cybele
) if they were indeed dice
 would then symbolize the agency of fortune, both good and bad, which by their inclusion in the procession, would express the idea that the towns fortune was also connected with their Patroness. 


With all this taken into account, translating this into a modern context, and with an eye towards individual (rather than community) worship, is rather simple. In this context, the key and gulloi (in this case, simple playing dice) are taken by the youngest female member (or by whoever serves as the spiritual head of the household), from the household shrine, through the house and to the center of the family’s activities, (most likely the kitchen or family room) There a ritual feast is held in Hecate honor. Then the sacred symbols are returned back again to the shrine. 
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Ancient Roman Dice

http://membres.lycos.fr/arjan/an_cub_i.htm

Note that many ancient dice are NOT numbered in the standard (1-6, 2-5, 3-4) way

Procession of the Key

This simple ritual is held on the first night of spring. The celebrants meet in the temple space, where a key and two playing dice are arranged in front of the altar. The priestess (or alternately the youngest female member of the household) takes up the items and begins with a simple prayer to the Lady:

“Queen Hecate, Bringer of Good fortune and blessings, arbiter of chance, we greet Thee on this the first day of spring! We take the key to Thy sanctuary and the gulloi that symbolize our worship of Thee from the most ancient of times out from this temple of Thine for all to see and rejoice in.”

The priestess then leads the way out into the house, with either herself or the participants saying:

“Κάνετε τον τρόπο. Κάνετε τον τρόπο! Εδώ έρχεται η 
 Make way! Make way! Our Queen comes! Rejoice in Her coming!”

Those who follow the priestess should ring bells, gongs or play music as the ritual items are transported out into the home to the area designated as the center of the family’s affairs (generally the kitchen or living room area). Once the celebrants arrive at this location, the priestess makes the proclamation:

“Lady Hecate, may Thy blessings extend to us and our home in the coming year and may we always be reminded of Thee as we go about our daily affairs. May Thy agency ensure that fortune smiles upon us in the coming year and that we are blessed with good fortune and prosperity. May all that we, Thy children, achieve in the days ahead be always in honor of Thee, oh Great mother!” 

Then turning to the rest of the assembly, she says:

“Here sits the Lady, Our Queen, watching over us. All hail Hecate! !
”

The rest of the participants then say:

“All hail Hecate! !
”

A ritual feast should then be held, with the key and the gulloi displayed in a place of honor where they are to stay until the next new moon.

When this time arrives, the items are removed with the priestess saying: 

“Queen Hecate, Bringer of Good fortune and blessings, arbiter of chance, we greet Thee on this the first moon of spring! We take the key to Thy temple and the gulloi back to now Thy temple were they shall remain until the next season of spring returns. May Thy blessings extend to us and our homes and may we always be reminded of Thee as we go about our daily affairs”

Once this is completed, the two symbols are taken back to the household shrine with another procession and returned to their resting place. The gulloi are placed facing up to display the numbers of good fortune and wealth (6
, [or 8 in some cases for stability]), with the proclamation: 

“Here sits the Lady, Our Queen, watching over us in the days to come! All hail Hecate! !
”

Notes:

As regards Hekate's cultus in the great Lagina temple in Asia Minor, inscriptions attest eunuch priests — a commonplace for the great goddesses of Asia Minor (42) — and the mysterious office of kleidophoros (key-bearer), apparently filled by a priestess, who bore a kleia (key) in a pompe or agoge . (procession.) (43). This constitutes our entire fund of information on her native rites, seems to suggest a relation to her gate-guardian function.

http://cf.hum.uva.nl/narratology/a05_rabinowitz_03.html

We do know that a parade was held, and being led under chorus where several different objects of the Goddess were carried around. The main feast began probably on the first night of the spring and ended at dawn of the new moon.

http://www.theowiki.com/index.php/Hekate
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� Cybele’s name itself is believed to be derived from Kybos, meaning dice and She is connected with dice themselves through Her early worship in the form of a black stone thought to be created from meteoric rock (in a parallel with reference to Hecate’s own worship by the Amazons). Another interpretation of the gulloi is that being cubes, that they were symbolic of the element of fire, which Hecate as the mistress of manifestation, is linked. In one procession, mentioned in Didyma, garlanded cubes were a central itme carried by the celebrants.


� Heroditus believed that playing dice originated among the Lydians of Asia minor while Sophacles attributed their invention to Palamades. Archeological evidence points to dice being in existence in Egypt at least as far back at 6000 ad. Before their invention, natural items such as fruits, nuts and bones were used (which is why the expression ‘rolling the bones’ still refers to playing with dice today)


� Ka-nete ton tro-po! Ed-o e-rcetai e Basil-eia!


� Calazi ekate!


� Calazi ekate!


� Pythagoras held that the number 6 was the number of harmony, love and luck. 


� Calazi ekate!





