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FABIEN TOULME

HAKIM'S ODYSSEY

Book 3: From Macedonia to France

graphic mundi






201B—A HigH SCHoOOL IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE,

[ Hi FABIEN, HOW ARE yOU? _f




_

Al

PLEASE WELCOME FABIEN TOULME, WHO AS
YOU KNOW RECENTLY PUBLISHED THE FIRST

TWO BOOKS OF AND WE GET TO

HAKIM'S ODYSSEY.

2V

Wi riyl
M SURE yOU'LL ALL .EJ.E-TEH To HIM CAREFULLY.
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HELLO, BEFORE WE GET ~SINCE | DON'T KNoW
To THE SUBJECT iF ALL OF yoU HAVE

THANKS FOR HAVING OF REFUGEES._ HAD A CHANCE TO READ
HME AT YOUR SCHooL.

HAKIM'S oDYSSEY..

_FLL GiVE A BRIiEF HAKIM i5 A yOUNG SyRIAN WHO
SUMMARY OF THE STORY.

I STARTED INTERVIEWING IN 2046,

Hy SOAL WAS
TS CREATE A
TESTAMENT OF A
REFUGEE'S JOURNEY
iN THE FORM OF

A GRAPHIC NOVEL,
TO UNDERSTAND THE
FACTORS THAT MAKE

SoMEONE LEAVE THEIR

COUNTRY, DESPITE

ALL THE RISKS AND
CHALLENGES INVOLVED,

I WANTED TO TELL THE STORY
OF ONE OF THESE PEOPLE,
WHO ARE OFTEN DESCRIEBED N
VERy GENERIC

JOURNEY INTO EXILE IS

~AND TO SHOW HOW THEIR
TRULY AN ODYSSEY.




GETTING BACK TO HAKM, HE DIDN'T
START OUT HAVING ANy REASON
TO LEAVE SyRiA: HE'D STARTED
A NURSERY THAT WAS DOWNG
WELL, HED JUST BOUGHT AN
APARTMENT, HE WAS SURRCUNDED
By HWi§ FAMiLy AND FRIENDS, |

HE WAS HAPPY |

WHEN HE GOT CUT OF PRISOW,
THE COUNTRy hl'-"'!|..5 SiWKING DEEFER
AND DEEFER WTD CiVIL WAR:

THEN, iN 204, PROTESTS BROKE
OUT AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT,
THE SUSSEQUENT CRACKDOWN
Wils BLoaby, AND HAKIH WAS
ARRESTED AND TORTURED FOR
HELPING WOUNDED PROTESTERS.

Hi5 BUSMESS HAD BeeN SEZED
By THE ARMy AND WIS APARTHENT
WAS DESTROYED iN THE BOMBINGS.

IN HIS COUNTRY, |

A FEW WEEKS LATER, ONE OF
HiS BROTHERS (JAWAD) WAS
ARRESTED AT A PROTEST AND
i5 STiLL MISSING To THIS DAy,

" FEARING FOR HiS SAFETY, HAKIM
DECIDED TO LEAVE SyRIA, ALONE,
UNTIL THINGS CALMED DOWN. His
PLAN WAS JUST TO GET AWAY

FOR A WHILE FROM A PLACE WHERE

WIS LIFE WAS AT RISH, HE WASN'T
FLANNING T COME TO EUROPE.

b

FIND A JOB 50 WE COULD STAY THERE.

FIRST HE TRIED HoviNg TO LEBANON,
A COUNTRY NEGHBORNG SyRiA BUT
THERE THEY WERE EHPERI'EHEFI"{E AN
MFLLY OF REFUGEES FROM SyRIA, AND
IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT FOR HiM To

S0 He DeCDED TO &0 STAY

WITH A FRIEND iN TURKEY,

N THE SOUTHERMN CiTy OF
ANTALYA, WHERE HE HOPED THAT

THINES WallDh B BeTTER.

S0 HE LEFT FOR JORDAN, WHERE
HE RAN INTO THE SAME PROBLEMS,

WHILE HE STILL COWDN'T FiND
WORK THERE, HE DD MEET NAJMEW,
A YOUNG SwRIAN WOMAN WHOD
BEEN LiViING IN TURKEY WITH HER
FAMILy SINCE THE WAR STARTED

[ NAJHEW'S PARENTS WERE ALSO
STRUSGLING TO FIND WORK,
S0 THEY ALL DECIDED TO
MOVE TO ISTANBUL, A CITY
THAT SEEHED TO OFFER MORE

AFTER SEVERAL MOWTHS TREY &OT
MARRIED, AND iN AN UNEXPECTED
TURN OF EVENTS, NAJHEN BECAHE
PREGNANT, GIVEN THE COUPLES
FRECARIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES, THIS
REALLY COMPLICATED THINGS,

| OPPORTUNITIES THAN ANTALYA




FOR REFUGEES WERE MWARDLY HAD|, FOR WHOH THE PROCESS

| UNFORTUNATELY, CONGITIONS THERE | “ENCEPT FOR HARIN AND
BETTER THAN IN ANTALYA, AND WAS MORE COMPLEX.

T RTRC TR TR NAJHEN'S FATHER, WITH NO OTHER
i ] Wiy TO KEEP HIS FAMILY ALIVE,

NAJHEH AND HAKIM'S SON, WAS H-EJRI'JJ Ayt Al Sl Soboe ol 50 THE TWO OF THEM STAYED
PLANE) TO FRANCE, A COUNTRy Hep | | M ISTANBUL FOR MONTHS WiliLe

DUEN oW A oc R T0 BE AESOLVED, BUT A SERIES
A i = OF UNFORTUNATE CIRCUMSTANCES

PASHED ANy HOPE OF THEHM BEiNG
ABLE TO GET A FRENCH VisA,

WIS T e THee Wy R yous

WHEN HE ARRIVED, HE WAS
GRANTED REFUGEE STATUS AND NE
I. WAS ABLE TO GO THROUGH A
I FAMILY REUNIFICATION PROCESS,
U MAS S MEANING HIS FAMILY COULD
LEGALLY JOIN Hit

STUCK IN AN IMPOSSIBLE SITUATION,
HAKIH MADE THE CHOICE, DESPITE M

THE RISKS INVOLVED, TO COME ATHENS, WHERE THEY TOOK A

TO FRANCE WiTH HIS SOM.

THEY WENT TO IZHiR, iN TURKEY,
WHERE THEY TOOR OFF IN AN
NFLATABLE BOAT FOR THE
GREEM ISLAND OF SAMDS,

THEY NEARLY DROWNED DURING
THE CROSSING, BUT THEY
EVENTUALLY MADE IT,




JUST ONE i ND, OF COURSE, DO My
QUICK NOTE. RESEARCH IN WRITING
HAHII"I.'S QDY SSEY,

BUT I'M NOT A HISTORIAN,
OR AN ECONOMIST, OR AN
EIPERTMPHE—RMJT ISSUES,

-

50 iLL TRy TO RESPOND
WITH My WORDS AND
My POINT OF VIEW AS
AN AUTHOR, AND BE AS
HONEST AS POSSIBLE,

| 50, QUESTIGNS? j




WHAT EXACTLY i5 THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN A MIGRANT AND A REFUGEE?

THE TeERM "REFUGEE" REFLECTS
A STATUS DEFINED By INTERNATIONAL
LAW, IT INDICATES SOMEONE WHO'S
BEEN GRANTED ASyLUM IN ANOTHER
COUNTRy BECAUSE THEY WERE
FORCED TO FLEE FROM
A MORTAL DANGER IN
THEIR OWN COUNTRY,

BE RELATED TO POLITICS, CLIMATE,
ECONOMICS, OR SOMETHING ELSE.

X

WELL, A MIGRANT 15 SOMEONE
WHD GOES FROM ONE COUNTRY TO
ANOTHER, FOR REASONS THAT COULD

k=
1

_BUT A MGRANT DOESN'T NECESSARILY

| 50 A Rerusee is A HigRANT. | HAVE REFUGEE STATUS,

g
30




ARE A LOT OF THEHM I

COMING TO FRANCE?

|

MLl TALK ABOUT “ASYLUM SEEKERSY™
RATHER THAN "MIGRANTS" SINCE IT'S
HARDER TO GET RELABLE
STATISTICS ON THEM,

iN ANy CASE,
MIGRANTS
WHO PLAN TO
STAY iN AN AREA
LONG TERM WILL
TYPICALLY APPLY
FOR ASYLUM,

STEAMNG “FUGRANTES" WHO GO THECUGH TRE PROCESS OF TRwNG TO OOTAN
“REFUSEE" STATUS, THOUGY Irl PURPASEFULLY STIPLIFFING TUWGES SMNCE
TRERE ARE ALSS STATUSES SUCH AS “SUDSINARY PRCTECTICN AWD
“ETATELESS”

iN 207 FRANCE PROCESSED A
LTTLE OVER 100,000 APPLICATIONS
FOR ASYLUME THAT PUTS IT BEHIND
ITALY AND GERMANY WITH THE THIRD

MOST APPLICATIONS iN EUROPE,

OF THESE APPLICATIONS, 1 iN 4 WAS
APPROVED* 50 THAT'S ABOUT 25000
PEOPLE RECEIVING AUTHORIZATION
TO REMAIN iIN FRANCE iN 2017

THE EUROPEAN COUNTRY
THAT RECEIVES THE MOST
APPLICATIONS IS GERMANY.

FOR COMPARISON, IN 2047 THEY
PROCESSED 500,000 APPLICATIONS,
WITH AN APPROVAL RATE
OF ONE IN TWa, S0 THATS
ABOUT 250000 PEOPLE BEING
AUTHORIZED TO REMAIN THERE, |
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fTH.H.T'.ﬁ 10 TIMES THE NUMBER iN FRANCE, ]




WHAT KiND oF
ACCOMMODATIONS
DOES THE LAW
GRANT TO ALL

5 pAYS To SCvefAdl roNTRE ACCofSNG To orpdAd,
sepwiePT W THE CASEC WWDAED ADWADW o THDW APSRLICATION 15
Peidprh By Aodc TRAM § HoMTRE,

WHEN A HIGRANT ARRIVES
iN FRANCE AND SUBHITS
AN APPLICATION FOR ASyLUH,
LINDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES
THEY CAN ACCESS MATERIAL
ASSISTANCE WHILE THEIR
APBLICATION IS UNDER
REVIEW® SINCE THEY ARE
WNOT AUTHORIZED TO WORK

DURIMG THIS TiHEA

THIS HELP CAN INCLUDE: i

THE OPTION OF MONETARY BENEFITS
HoUsiNe AT THAT VARY BASED ON
A SHELTER, FAMILy CoMpoSITIonN=

1

FOA EXARRLE, LIO0UFDNTY FOR ONE PERSON AND JSOOUFONTH FOR A FAHILY OF & LME HAFITS

THE ABILITY FOR Sad Access To CARE
CHILDREN TO THROUGH HEALTH

ATTEND SCHOOL INSURANCE.

CiN ACCORDANCE

WITH THE CODE

OF EDUCATION), |

ABCDEFGH
iFKLANOTP
QORSTUVW
LY B

IF AN APPLICATION IS REJECTED,
FOLLOWING ANY APPEAL PROCESS,
THE ASYLUM SEEKER HAS To
LEAVE THE COUNTRY

ON THE OTHER HAND,
iF IT'S APPROVED, THE REFUGEE
RECEIVES A RESIDENCE PERMIT THATS
VALID FOR 10 YEARS AND GIVES
THEH ACCESS TO THE SAME RIGHTS
AND RESPONSIBILITIES AS A

FRENCH CiTiZEN, J—




e = i
My DAD SAYS IT'S REALLY EXPENSIVE
FOR FRANCE AND THERE'S A
RISK THEY'LL TAKE JoBS FROM

iTS A ToOUsH QUESTIAN, i'M NOT SURE
M REALLY QUALIFIED TO ANSWER IT,

WHAT WeE DO KNOW 15 THAT, oN
THE ONE HAND, iT COSTS FRANCE
A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT TO
TAKE iN ASYLUM SEEMERS, BUT
ON THE OTHER HAND, MiGRANTS'
PARTICIPATION IN A COUNTRY'S
ECONOMY ALSO HAS BEMNEFITS,

iN ANy CASE, ECONOMISTS WHO
HAVE RESEARCHED THIS ISSUE
AGREE THAT THE LONG=TERM,
OVERALL BALANCE iS5 ON THE SiDE
OF THE WOSTS BeENEFITING®

SHOTARLY, W A STUDh PUBLISREDR W JUNE 2018, RESCAACHERS \WORMMNG
FOR TRE FRENCH GOVERNTENT PIAESTHRATIED TR RREOE OF ASyelm
SEERERS USMNG DATA FROH 1F ELROPLAN COUNTRIES AND FOUND THAT AN
IMFLLTE OF FUGRANTS INCREASED PER-CASTA GIP Oy Q37K OWMER I PEARS

iN TERMS OF THESE "JoBS THEY'LL TAKE
FROM THE FRENCH iT'S OF TEN BEEN SHOWN
THAT HIGRANTS FiLL LABOR SHORTAGES IN
PARTICULAR SECTORS THAT ARE NOT REALLY
APPEALING TO CITIZENS OF THE HOST COUNTRY
(CONSTRUCTION, HUMAN SERVICES_)*

TALCOADRE TO ANTHOAY DO {4 SESEARCHER AT CEeil, TRE CENTER
FOR PROSPECTIVE STURNES AND BTEARMATIOWAL IMFOSHATICN],
TiH THE LOMG TERH, STUNES AGREE TRAT MAGRATION
DOES NOT HAVE A WMEGATAWE EFFECT ON EXPLONTMNTS

THERE, | HOPE My EXPLANATIONS
WERE CLEAR ENOUGH.

LET'S HAVE ONE F
LAST QUESTION? .rr
F W g —

15



50 AFTER MACEDONIA, WHAT
HAPPENED To HAKIM?

iN BOOK 3,
WHICH I'M WoRKING

AH, WELL
YOU'LL FIND QUT
oN NoW,

i HAVE To
GET GOING.
i HAVE TO
MEET HIM FOR

YOUR ANSWERS
WERE VERY
HELPFUL, =

,,rfl//]./][ﬁﬁﬁ
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YES, Il LEAVING NOW. fLL BE THERE IN AN Hour. | &8

_‘51
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Chapter 12:
acedonia and Serbia
(September 2015)

“iIF WE STAy HERE, WE'LL FREEZE TO DEATH"



D NOW BeEeN MEETING WITH HAKIM FOR A YEAR
AND A HALF To LISTEN To HiM TALK ABOUT
His JOURNEY FROM SyRiA, r"

END OF THIS STORY, WHICH
MADE ME BOTH HAPPY
AND A LITTLE SAD,

| FABiEN: i DiDN'T EXPECT you S0 So0N. |

YES, SORRy, 'M A LITTLE EARLY.
I THOUGHT THERE WOULD BgE MORE
TRAFFILC, f

yOU DOING? E

| 2

WHAT ARE
| WASH THE
CHAIRS AT THIS

ik RESTAURANT,
- 1

Qﬂ THE OWNER

PAYS ME €20
FOR IT,

SINCE | HAVEN'T FOUND
A STEADY JoOB, 'H DoiNG
I ool JOBS WHILE | LOOK
]

FOR SOMETHING BETTER.
|

14
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R

I No, IT'S FiNE. I
i JUST FINISHED,

2

RIGHT THEN, | GOT THE

STRANGEST FEELI Hﬂm

LIKE | WAS DIRECTLY WITNESSING THE STORY
THAT HAKIM HAD BEEN TELLING ME

FOR MONTHS,
(=) —

D ALWAYS SEEN HIM IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR INTERVIEWS,
BUT HERE i WAS LOOKING AT HIS DAILY LIFE A5 A
“REFUGEE," THE LIFE HE'D DESCRIBED TO ME,

iT SOUNDS SiLLy, BUT WHEN ID LISTENED
To HIS WORDS, I'D NEVER UNDERSTOOD
Hi5 SITUATION 30 ACUTELY,

o iy

15



LET'S TRy NOT TO
MAKE ToO MUCH NOISE.

| | [ NAJHEH'S TAKING A NAP

i
WELL? HOW'S YOUR
LITTLE FAMILY?

BUT WERE ALL
A LITTLE TIRED

SEBASTIEN DOESN'T SLEEP
THROUGH THE NIGHT yET, AND
SINCE WE M..l'. S.EEEP i -:}HE RooH,

l

WE'VE PUT iIN A REQUEST FOR LOW-RENT
HousSiNG. I'M HOPING WELL EET A PLACE SOON.

I HoPe S0 Too I

L

S0, WHERE DIl | LEAVE OFF LAST
TIME WE SAW EACH OTHER?

You WERE
LE, .Iq.vll.r'lll'_} ATHEMS,




THE BUS DROVE NORTH FOR
SiX HOURS..

.

I

i M

THEN IT STOPPED AT A SERYILE AREA,

T

uﬂ]]Ii-

AN

L=

-

Welcome to Greece

KAoiL KAQi

L |

-

L)




BUT WERE
STILL W
GREELCE!

THe BorpeRr is || B ; I.::'I
L GEWEED.

(ﬁ:'[ WHAT DO WE DoY j
ﬁ

— | WHAT? | —

THANKS FOR THE
HELPFUL EXPLANATION,

j}

h NOT REALLY, BUT HADI DID, I'

WHICH WAS LUCKY
FOR OUR EARS.

rl .3 Il'
‘ : .
i =
]




o W

ANYWAY, WOULD you
MiND iF | CHANGE His
DAPER BeEFQRE WE

&G0 ANYWHERE?

e W

ALL USE A
MOMENT TO
FRESHEN UP

] MO, WE COULD |, =

E '-L‘!n-.-.| =
o
QB

L

=
5

I FORGOT
THE PACK OF
DIAPERS ON
THE BUS..

149



GUESS WE'LL HAVE

'I SORRY, HADI, |
TO DO WITHOUT,

I COUNTING ON you
TO TELL ME WHEN
¥yOU NEED TO USE

THE POTTY, OK?

|

THE OWNER OF THE SERVICE CENTER
HAD CLEARLY FIGURED QUT HOW TO MAKE
MONEY OFF THE INFLUX OF MIGRANTS,

AGAIN WITH THIS
BUSINESS oF DISTRESS..




S50 | BOUGHT A BACKPALK, GoOD = X
SHOES, AND A CHANGE OF CLOTHES [TJ'-I'.l"'ll"--liF'-'..Ei-_rI-E ﬁ HAYE A GOOD DAYT I
FOR HADI AND ME, —I | 11 |

HERE'S A COFFEE TO WARM
You UP EEFORE WE LEAYE,

| OH THANKS, How Kinpr |

|_|.'|:'|




MACEDONIA 15 A LTTLE
OVER AN HOUR'S




INDEED, WE WERE NOT THE ONLY ONES.

Y C g i

IT WAS A PARADE OF MHIGRANTS,
NOT REALLY HIDDEN OR DISCREET,

THERE WERE PEOPLE SELLING VARIOUS ITEMS
ALONG THE ROAD (CIGARETTES, COOKIES, FHUJT'...J‘j
AT 3 TIMES THEIR NORMAL PRICE. =

<

WE ALSD ENCOUNTERED REFUGEE AID ASSOUATIONS,
FROM WHOM | WAS ABLE TO GET MORE DIAPERS,

THERE WERE EVEN POLICE!

WERE HERE TO ENSURE
YOUR SAFETY UNTIL you
REACH THE BORDER.

23




SOMETIMES
THIEVES ATTACK
AND ROBE MIGRANTS,

THEY KNOW
YOU CARRY CASH,

i GUESS THEY REALLY WANTED TO MAKE SURE
WE MADE IT THROUGH THEIR COUNTRY

A

THERE'S A BUS THAT CAN TAKE wou
P To THE BoORDER,

=
] iF voU WANT, THIS AFTERNGON, *Ef

-~ | \

AFTER ALL WED BEEN THROUGH TO THIS
POINT, IT WAS REALLY SURPRISING TO
SEE PEOPLE ORGANIZING To HELP US,

==

| THINK THE S5TORy OF LITTLE ALAN KURDI
WAS STARTING TO DRAW SOME ATTENTION
AND THERE WAS A GROWING AWARENESS

AHONG 'nlq'g amnmm;;

=

.

—
OF COURSE, THIS DIDN'T LAST, UNFORTUNATELY..

FORWARD S0 WE DON'T

NO, WELL KEEP MOVING
LOSE ANy TIME.

WELL?

ESPECIALLY iIF THE
BORDER ISN'T FAR,

i ANy CASE, BE SURE
To STAY IN GROUPS,

24




"I-'
AND MAKE SURE yOU STAY

T FOLLOW THEM NORTH, AND
ON THE PATH, ALRIGHT? "—LM.LAOW YOU'LL BE iN MACEDONIA,
(.{7-\“{[1 iIN 2 OR 3 KiLOMETERS,

YOU'LL SEE TRAIN TRACKS,

STARTED WALKING AGAIN IN THE MIDDLE m
A PROCESSION oOF MIGRANTS,

I THOUGHT THERE WOULD B A —
CHECKPOINT, A BORDER POST, BUT NO,

] oy
APPARENTLY, IN THE MONTHS
THAT FOLLOWED, THE BORDER
CROSSING BECAME MORE DIFFICULT.

25



1
FOLLCWING THE TRACKS, WE REACHED A TRAIN STATION,




THERE WERE SEVERAL THOUSAND MIGRANTS WAITING To TAKE A TRAIN To SERBIA,

AND THE STATION HAD BECOME A CAME - E e oy =
=

L M — A g P
j@%?%wﬁma WE SUPPOSED TO DO NOW?
~j

% :*- 4

27



WE CAME ACROSS A BlF GATHERING APPARENTLY THERE WAS GOiNE TO BE A
DEPARTURE TO HELP WITH THE CONGESTION,

2 WERE GOING TO SPLIT &




THERE MUST HAVE BeeN 6 OR 7 GROUPS oF 100 I REALIZED THAT | WAS NO LONGER WITH
NiHAD'S FAMILY,

.

I WAS DISAPPOINTED TO LOSE My TRAVELING AFTER A WHILE, SOMEONE CAME By
COMPANIONS, BUT i WASN'T SAD. TO ASK US FOR MONEY FOR OUR TICKETS
AND TO GIVE US OUR PASSES,

I WAS DIRTY,
TIRED, AND HUNGRY, AND ABOVE ALL | WAS
THINKING ABOUT My ULTIMATE GOAL: FRANCE.

20



FINALLY, A TRAIN ARRIVED AND TWO GROUPS &OT ON IT

LA .
FROURS,

ROOM TO SIiT DOWN,

—
e —

_J

il B - \é
-

'i_--_'—--?'

-

IT WAS PACKED AND | DIDN'T HAVE

s = e |

FO

THE TRAIN WAS OLD AND FILTHY, f’;’/
= - o

Ll

| STOOD FOR THE WHOLE THREE-HOUR JOURNEY
WiTH HADi iN My ARMS,

a Wa AFTER EVERyTHING WE'D GONE
- THROUGH, | WAS EXHAUSTED, AND i
STILL HAD A [OT AMEAD OF ME.



|THE TRAIN ARRIVED A LITTLE BEFORE MIDNIGHT AT A SMALL STATION iN NORTHERN MACEDONIA,
L

H‘n.

50 WE FOLLOW THE TRACKS? ‘
| yes. S NI
i
e
: I
- J} (
\

THERE WILL BE OTHER
POLICE OFFICERS
ALONG THE WAY.

.’ r"(! g . f i I
TWwo POLICE OFFICERS SHOWED US WHERE To &0,
> [ ™)
I,
e )

}

I.F—'
| o




i WAS ON My LAST LEGS.

=
==

I HAD BLISTERS ON My FEET FROM My NEW

My BACK HURT D BEEN CARRYyiNG
HADI FOR SEVERAL HOURS), |

AND | THOUGHT TO MySELF THAT i COULDN'T
KEEP WALKING FOR LONG, |

AT AT AT

= Y — : - F'"
=~ i KEPT GOING FOR 4 MORE HOURS,




IT WAS AN EXHAUSTING WALK IN THE PITCH THE ROAD WAS ROUGH AND yOoU COULDN'T
DARK. STOF, BECAUSE yOU HAD TO MAKE SURE

YOU DIDN'T GET LEFT By YOURSELF,

-.A 3

NO ONE SPOKE, EACH OF US IN OUR OWN THOUGHTS, FIGHTING OUR OWN BATTLE.




SOME POLCE SIGNALED TO US,

g2 +a
‘”J}J . h
[ - f
\ N { f.{
L= s Ik |
==
I YOURE NOW iN | =
) SERBIA,

iN THE NeXT TOWN, THERE'S
A REGISTRATION CENTER. you
HAVE To GET IT DONE THERE,

YOU'LL NEED iT iN ORDER
TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY.

iF you WANT, yOU CAN REST HERE,
UNDER OUR PROTECTION,
AND WAIT UNTIL MORNING.

o '

e
-

LN

e T - T -
--—
) o T

-y

J Erin~

S e

{
1
/

<
|

e g e, ey

_.
=
gy — |

THE CENTER OPENS AT B AH,

OTHERWISE, yOU CAN KEEP FOLLOWING
—_— THE TRACKS TO THE TOWN,




S50HME PEOPLE CHOSE To STOF FOR A WHILE.

Z U )f

F'{"“x 3 .
5/ T ':; )i'] L I ) il

_ |
A A/ INE=

OTHERS PREFERRED TO KEEP &QING, TO GET TO THE REGISTRATION CENTER SOONER,

P

51 4
;!J!'j

""lhft f-




WE FINALLY GOT TO THE TOWN AROUND 4 OR 5 AM,
r x

LOOK, THAT MUST B THE
REGISTRATION CENTER,

i WAS REALLY WORN OUT,

o o e S ) SN D B

i




TRY TO SLEEP

A BIT MORE,
SWEETIE,

DADDY'S GOING TO
REST A LITTLE, HADI




LETS &0, DADDY - . i JUST HOPE WELL
WiLL GET woU SoMeE. % BE ABLE ToO FiND
ANYWAY, IF WE WARM WATER AT THIS
STAY HERE, WE'LL TiME OF NIGHT,
FREEZE TO DEATH.




Do you HAYE WARM WATER
.SEI i CAN MARE HrE EOTTLE?

]rﬁvﬂa L mz.r ENGLISH.

(1IN ru—
Wik 3L
...I_ o “

h-

A0



HEY¥!!

FOR €500, IiLL TAKE
you To BELGRADEN

ANYWAY, | THOUGHT T
SEEHED WISER TO GET

AFTER EVERYTHING WE'D BEeN
TOLD, | DIDN'T TRUST HiM,



AT B AM, THE CENTER OPENED

THERE WERE TONS OF US.

HEY, | WAS LIKE HELL you
HERE FiRST! WERE! | SLEFT AT
THE GATE. i
e e o ¥
f
B I..




THEY ONLY LET A FEW
OF US N AT

A TiME,

THIS DOCUMENT
TRACES ¥YOUR
ROUTE,

AND._

O

®
O

oo

=
. |

[ el |

TIHE...

=
O
@
D]

UNTIL FINALLY | WAS GIVEN
A PAPER.

b ey

J[H.F_.HE you G|

[l

—

TO FINALIZE YOUR
REGISTRATION, WE'LL
TAKE YOUR PHOTO
AND GET YOUR
FINGERPRINTS.

BUT yOU'LL HAVE TO -

COME BACK TOMORROW,
THE CENTER iS5 CLOSING,

+';‘
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¢ WHAT?

/i

| We've Been wWAITING FOR Two DAYSH |

I =~

—_—

o (R

you CAN'T TREAT
Us LIKE THisn

i CAN'T TAKE THist |

'I-.I'E HAVE A RIGHT
TO RESFELT!

|

SJ

MIGHT HERE.

WIiTH THE Eﬂa‘.’-ﬂ' i WAS AFRAID

HAEIF WOULD GET VERY SICK.OR WORSE.

AT LEAST iD MANAGED To GET A DOCUMENT
THAT PROVED i'D BEEN TO THE CENTER,

iF ANYONE STOPPED ME,
i'D FIGURE SOMETHING OUT,

43




FOLLOWING SOME OTHER REFUGEES, | CAME TO A BUS
STATION,

DO yoU KNOW WHERE
THIS BUS 15 GOING?

A LITTLE REST BeEFORE THE .I".I'.EI‘I" BiT,.

LY

44

THE TRIP TOOK 4 HOURS,

e T
-l-"" o
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LY H_H!a-irr'
5m',-"-' ~
T e .
HADI AND |

TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO SLEEP A LITTLE,



THE BUS DROPPED US OFF ARODUND 41 PM. RIGHT iN DOWNTOWN, IN FRONT OF A Bie PARK,

s j 4G5 2L ﬁ-‘a la[<
: ) \n*Jg [ - =1
A izZI=)) it

=

THERE WERE HUNDREDS OF OTHER REFUGEES.

YOUR KD MUST BE

ARE }’M-E}'RMH Too? { HUNGRY, SIT WITH US,
WELL GIVE yoU
p ' '

L “\t \ JI’

> i“// /J\‘ ‘




THANKS, THAT'S VERY KIND, *u
COURSE.

WE SYRIANS GOTTA l‘
HELP EACH OTHER.

WERE LODKiNG

FOR THE BEST
WAy TO GET

TO AUSTRIA,

WE CAN'T GO THROUGH BUT GoiNG THROUSH CROATIA
HUNGARY AT THE MOMENT, i5 TRICKy: THE WAY I5 A LUTTLE
TS5 TOO RISKy. LONGER AND yOU HAVE TO
CROSS THROUGH SLOVENIA ToO.




WHAT'S GOING ON
IN HUNGARY?

THE GOVERNMENT'S DOING EVERYTHING
IT CAN TO STOP MIGRANTS FROM COMING iN.

AND iF THEY DO, THE
POLICE ARREST THEM.

APPARENTLY, THEY'RE
PUTTING UP BARBED WIRE

A FEW DAYS AGO,
THEY USED TEAR GAS AND WATER
CANNONS TO DISPERSE SOME
MiGRANTS AT THE BORDER.

L

¥OU DIDN'T HEAR WHAT'S
BEEN HAPPENING THERE
THE PAST FEW WEEKS?

THE PRESIDENT SA¥S WERE INVADERS.

THEY TAKE ALL OF
U5 FOR TERRORISTS,

S0 THE POLICE ARE
REALLy CRACKING DOWN,

THEY EVEN BROUGHT IN MILITARY
VEHICLES. CAN YOU BeLIEVE IT?

THEY ARRESTED MORE THAN 300
PEOPLE AND THE NEWSPAPERS SAY
THEY COULD GET 3 yEARS IN PRISON,




PLUS, THANKS TO THE DUBLIN
COMVENTION, iF THE HUNGARIAN POLiCE
ARREST yoU, yOU LOSE EVERYTHING,

iN PRACTICE, IT MEANS THAT iF THEY ARREST
You iN HUNGARY, YOU'RE REGISTERED AS
AN ASYLUM SEEKER THERE, AND MHUNGARY
PROCESSES YOUR APPLICATION,

AND NO ONE WANTS
TO LINGER IN HUNGARY.

THEIR REFUGEE
CAMPS ARE AWFUL,

ON THE EU LEVEL, THEY HAVE A
DATABASE OF ASYLUM APPLICATIONS,

THAT HEANS YOU CAN'T APPLY
iN HMULTIPLE COUNTRIES.

i HAVE A FRIEND WHO GOT
"REGISTERED" N HUNGARY

WHEN HE GOT TO THE NETHERLANDS
To FILE HIS APPLICATION THERE,
THEY SENT HIM BACK TO HUNGARY,




THE VIDEQ SHOWED A HUNDRED MIGRANTS,
INCLUDING CHILDREN, CROWDED BENIND

iTS A VIDED THAT'S FENCES IN A HUGE RooM.

GOING ARDUND THE
INTERNET RIGHT NOW,

IT WAS FILMED BY A
VOLUNTEER AT THE CAMP

THE PoLICE, GROUPED TOGETHER IN FRONT OF
THEM AND WEARING MASKS, THREW A FEW

ESPECIALLY WITH YOUR KiD,
I'p DEFINITELY SAY you
SHOULD AVOID HUNGARY.

40



WELL, I'LL TAKE My LEAVE,
THANKS AGAIN
FOR THE SOUP ﬁ'
(3
a

L] .
Lo, C (
AR (
— T Q
-
| oY (
e

I COULDN'T IMAGINE SPENDING THE NIGHT iN
THAT COLD WITH HADI, SO | WENT LooKiNG

FOR A HOTEL.

fLL HAVE TO THINK
ABOUT ALL THIS

L
)

-

{

Pl
o
e |

v |
i

559,

/
J

BUT iN THAT AREA, THEY

WERE ALL TOO EXPENSIVE FOR HE.



LUCKILY, SHE SPOKE ENGLISH,

IF you LIKE, | HAVE A ROOM AT My PLACE.

ANY AFFORDABLE
HOTELS AROUND
HERE?

YES, | RENT OUT ROOMS BUT yoU HAVE To PAY UP FRONT,
iN My APARTHENT. AND FLL WEED YOUR PAPERS.

THE ONES THEY
GAVE yOU WHEN you
GOT TOo SERBIA, you

SHOULD HAVE TwoO,




THE WAIT WAS TOO LONG
AND | DIDN'T WANT TO SPEND
ANOTHER NIGHT OQUTSIDE WITH

oiIVE FE THE FONEY
WELL MAKE IT WORK,

I'M DOING THIS
FOR YOUR SON.

K T ~
J* f

"I“ S0 HE iISN'T SLEEPING
OUTSIDE IN THE ColD.



]

}Ham-:.s. YOUR ROOM, [:

AND THE WiFi

PASSWARD,

o ] ¥ P

|

THE BATHRODOM'S
THROUGH HERE,

iF yOU NEED ANy THING, THERE'S
A 26-HOUR EGWEH'I'ENEE

STORE TwO BLOCKS Awm'

53

GOOD Nig H‘rr

E AI'J[J PLEASE,

No NoisSe, My ROoM
i5 RiGHT HE.'HT DAaoOR,

g

15'“




WITH HADI,

L~

i SPENT ALMOST AN WOUR iN THE BATH

jf_ur:ﬁ

@ it

[

s

p—_

=)
H
HERErY

= L4

e

IT WAS 50 NiCE, | FELT LiKg iT
HAD BEEN FOREVER SINCE i'D LAST
BATHED,

e

HADI WENT TO SLEEP AND | CONNECLTED TO

Where are

u, Hakim? [~/ —

L4

Answer me,
Hakim!! Please!!

\

| CALLED HER
RIGHT AWAy, DESPITE HOW LATE IT WAS.



HADI AND THE
WOMAN SLEEPRING

QUIETER, NAJHEN,
YOU'LL WAKE UP /
NEXT TO US,

HAHAS i'M RENTING
A ROOM IN A
WOoMHAN'S HoUSE,
SHE'S
SORRY, |' SLEEPING IN
THAT WelRDE: THE NexXT
so ROOM.

55



YOUR BABY'S DOING
GREAT, LOOK,

I

WE'RE IN BELGRADE,
iN SERBIA.

|

_—1_|. | s | | I i
WE'VE BEEN THROUGH
A LOT BUT WERE WELL,

I'LL &iVE

yoU THE

DETAILS
OWCE WE'RE

WHICH WiLL Bg
— SOON, JUST A FEW
DAYS, INSHALLAH!

HAMA, 'M 50 GLAD TO BE
TALKING TO yOuU.




AFTER NAJMEH, | CALLED MY FAMILY IN SyRIA.

ki

e S
TO EVERYONE: My
BROTHERS AND SISTERS, My H.:;THEE_""\\______

—

——

I ANSWERED RIGHT AWAY.

i

I'm in Belgrade
too. | just found a
place to sleep.

HED SENT IT THAT SAME DAY

2 | ]

Haha, amazing!!
Wel'r{—:- !D;}kir;g ﬂcri e
a place to stay, do b o
you know where %?'-, i), ;?Eag cjust
we can find a e :
hotel room? J |

o






= l OH! THERE'S
? HELLO, COME NI FOUR OF you?

]

pm—
I'I--..-.-_
[ i oNLy HAVE ONE OPEN ROOM AND EVEN ; ANT, NIHAD, ONE
WITH THREE IT'LL BE VERyY TIGHT. }'ﬂFr-_rg D';m:,‘é. CAN H‘ﬁr HH‘H{J;E. m

§
U5

| voure sure? iT WOULDN'T
\ BOTHER yOU?

NiHAD GAVE THE WOMAN EVERYTHING SHE
NEEDED (BOTH DOCUMENTS, THE HONEY)
AND WE WENT TO BED, —

e

IT WAS ALREADY ABOUT THREE IN THE MORNING.

oo



HADI WOKE UP AT 10 AHM, HE WAS HUNGRY

\_\L

MADE HiM A BOTTLE AND NiHAD'S FAMILy

CAME AND JOINED US,
= piD you _
SLEEP WELL? |

CAN | LEAVE

YES, OF t:ouﬂss.r/“pj‘l_ LA P

NC PROBLEM l
!

iT WAS SUNDAY NOTHING WAS OFEN,
| | EKKAN = |

THE WOMAN SAID THERE'S A

50



WE BOUSHT BREAD, LAUGHING COW CHEESE,

AND . Ci ETT

| SEE yOU STILL HAVE i GARE TTES,
THAT FILTHY HABIT!

]

NIHAD TOLD ME HOW THEYD GOTTEN
TO BELGRADE. 1

| (9. &6l [®20) |

S 5 =

iIT WAS MORE OR LESS

THE SAME WAy | DiD.

AND | SHARED WITH HiM WHAT iD BEEN TOLD
ABOUT HUNGARY,

[m REALLY NOT SURE, J

BUT IT CAN'T Bg
WORSE THAN WHAT

Y
WEVE ALREADY
=
'—-.I'_
ESPECIALLY "
WITH HADI. mL) /H SURE o 1
YOU RE
IT WAS ALMOST NOON, AND IF WE DIDN'T WANT | USED My LAST MOMENTS OF WiFi
TO PAY FOR AN ADINTIONAL WNIGHT, WE WAD TO To ASK FOR ADVICE ABOUT HUNGARY
LEAVE SOON FROM My FRIENDS AND FAMILY.
- _=__l-F

—_—
,,.__-r—-"'"" SEE yOU
— | SHORTLY.
]

WELL GET
READY.

e e
SOME OF THEM ToULD ME TO TRy

iT, BUT MOST ADVISED AGAINST GOING THERE,

&1




—— | I " [. .r-‘-i-‘l Fa =i
WELL? i HEARD ABOUT A BUS THATS ABOUT
; o To LEAVE FOR THE HUNGARIAN BORDER, m
] =T T I
YOU READY? THE SEATS AREN'T TOO EXPENSIVE
AND THERE ARE A FEW LEFT,

s e i THINK fLL STAY | HAYBE WE'LL MEET AGAIN
I \ FOR A BIT AND -r:::r ~ SOMEWHERE ELSE.
f I ToO FiND A SAFER N

) ALTERNATIVE,

iN AUSTRIA OR
GFERMANY

WITH HADI, i'M
NOT SURE ABOUT
TRYING IT,

5o



SOME FRESH AR,
by et Y A

] pM'H

| PAID FOR ANOTHER NIGHT IN OUR ROOM AND WENT QUTSIDE TO GET HADI '

—( WAAAAAL/

HE GOT UPSET AND STARTED CRyiNG,

THERE, LOOK, | SEE
SOMETHING OVER THERE
vl MiGHT LiKE,







r SLIDE, CEKAJ Mers

L, WAT FoR MDD

bg



iN THE LATE AFTERNOON, WE WENT BACK To i STILL COULDN'T DECIDE WHERE TO &0 NEXT
OUR ROOHM, oN My JOURNEY,

L,

| WAS EXTREMELY AFRAID TO &O
THROUGH HUNGARY, BUT i DIDN'T HAVE THE FUHDS
To TAKE THE LONGER TRIP THROUGH CROATIA,

I TALKED WITH FRIENDS
ON WHATSAPP FOR A LONG WHILE.

WHAT To Do? By THE TiME | WENT TO BEeD, i STILL HADN'T
The pﬂlme
Gﬂ through can't be
Fﬂgﬂtra mgtﬁ ad. everywhere
I I'm in Hungary-

At worst, they’
let you go

quickly If you
get taken in.

G5



I WENT BACK To THE PARK FROM THE FIRST
NiGHT TO SEE IF | COULD GET ANy "FRESH"
INFORMATION ON HUNGARY.

I HAVE A FRIEND WHO
WENT THERE 3 DAYS AGO
AND HE HASN'T RUN INTO
ANy REAL TROUBLE YET.

iT WAS ALREADY 1130, i HAD TO MAKE F | COULDN'T STAY HERE FOREVER,
A DECISION, iIT WAS A NEEDLESS WASTE OF HMONEY

WSV n




HI, NAJHEHN, I'M CALLING To TELL yoUu
i LEAVING NOW AND WE MIGHT NOT
BeE ABLE To TALK AGAIN FOR A BIT,

'M GoiNG
TO HUNGARY,

| teT's &0, Hapl, [

7 —

aR




HELLO, IM TRyiNG To
GET TO HUNGARY.

i WENT BACK TO THE PARK, LOOKING FOR ]

} iIT's €800, BUT NOTHING WiLL
HAPPEN TO yOU WITH uUs5,

NO RISK OF THE
TOO MUCH, _I /l POLICE CATCHING wOuU. | [
T 1

Bg




i ASKED 3 OR 4 SMUGGLERS THE SAME THING.
THE PRICES WERE OUTRAGEOUS,
S0 | WeENT To FIND A CAB DRIVER.

| B B pH HE

HELLO, HOW HMUCH To &0
TO HUNGARYT

THAT'LL Beg
£200,

BUT 50 YOU'RE AWARE, TLL
DRoFP yoU 2 KILOMETERS EEFORE
THE EBORDER INTO HUNGARY

WAIT, YOU CAN MAKE //
THE SAME TRIP ON A

BUS FOR JUST €350 —

YEAH BUT T
TAKES FOREVER
AND IT'S RISKIER.

B  The POIXE DETeN
CHECK. THE BUSES,

WHAT DO
YOuU THINK?

76



THE DRIVER STUCK To BACK ROADS.

DOUBTLESS To AVOID THE CHECKPOINTS.

AT THE TiHg, | DIDN'T NOTICE THIS TyPE ~BUT NOW, LOOKING BACK ON T, ALL THE
OF THING.. LANDSCAPES WERE VERY PRETTY AND VERY
GREEN. THE FOREST, THE RIVERS.. -

Al



AFTER 2 HOURS OF DRIVING, THE TAXI
STOPPED iN A DESERTED VILLAGE,

THROUGH THE TREES,

FOLLOW THE ROAD, THEN
AS YOU'RE LEAVING TOWN,
yOU'LL SEE A TRAIL &OING

-'—-—._ﬁ_

KEEP WALKING FOR ANOTHER
2 KILOMETERS AND yoU'LL GET
TO A RAILROAD CROSSING,




AN

(

3 I.".._..
: |..1.. |I .H-ln. o

THE YiLLAGE WAS SILENT,

— 4
g T

FE



A LITTLE WAYS AWAY,
A DOZEN MIGRANTS WERE
SITTING IN AN ORCHARD,

5

s d}[ L-."FLA‘I" ARE you DOING? WERE WAITING FOR OW? | THOUGHT | WAS
NiGHT TO CROSS ' HERE
~ o ,;-—7’ INTO HUNGARY, it

ST DOWN AND DON'T
MAKE MUCH Noise

74



(=1 e # J.T:
L 1-.-1... ,.f
I EUT THE F::I-.I!.I'IL'E DRIVE El‘.l-" EGHETAHTL}-’ D |

S50 WERE l-.rm‘ru& FOR MrE-HT

P
¥

¢

[

T
ALONG THAT ROAD, A LITTLE FARTHER
UP THERE'S A SERVICE STATION
WHERE THERE ARE SHUGGLERS
WHO CAN TAKE US NORTH,

THE PLALE

T0 GO,

yOU MIGHT BE WONDERING HOW MIGRANTS
KNOW ABOUT ALL THIS: THE ROUTES, THE
HEETING POINTS WiTH THE SHUGGLERS..

(is 7T A love wﬂm?m

TS ACTUALLY THANKS TQ CELL PHONES
THAT yoU CAN GATHER S0 MUCH iNFO
FROM PEOPLE WHO HAVE GONE THE (‘L

SAME WAY BEFORE yOU (FROM FACEBOOK,

WHATSAPP.)

IT SHOULD BE
JUST UNDER TEN
KILOMETERS.

R R VRRR B

IT'S FAR ENOUGH

: : ﬁ[‘ﬂ"s NOT 80 FAR. h.® .

u BUT —
| [\: ‘H" r\_\ THAT vn::u can e caught) |[B
1 o ] |
40:.,@ @;‘;,ﬂ)’% - E

L&J
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AFTER A WHILE, A POLICE CAR
SToPPeED ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD,

WE'RE STILL
- iN SERBIA, THEY CAN'T
COME OVER HERE
AND CAPTURE US.

76



you sURE YOU PON
WANNA COME?

3

NIiGHT FELL AND WE SET OFF
IN SILENCE, KEEPING A GOOD
DISTANCE FROM THE ROAD.

f WE WALKED UNDER THE COVER
QF THE TREES FOR ABOUT AN HOUR.

o



THERE, THAT'S THE & -

SERVICE STATION.

e RS
—
Rt
| II.' i L P
(L Fff_ s e
| WHEN WE GET

= i o

i 'p [ : g |'T

i \ 151) THERE, WE HAVE

R L4 3 /" y TO SPLT UP 50
;) b, ? =~ WE DON'T DRAW
v - =

)

[= ]

WE DiD SPLIT UR BUT WE CLEARLY DIDN'T
LOOK LIKE HUNGARIANS, OR TOURISTS,

AND | WENT TO SIT iN A CORNER TO CONSIDER

WHAT My NEXT STEP SHOULD BE.



THE ATHOSPHERE WAS REALLY WEIRD,

THE SHOP WAS FULL OF PEOPLE BUT iT
WAS VERY QUIET.

PECPLE FROM My GROUP WALKED AROUND
WITHOUT MAKING EYE CONTALT.

THERE WAS A SENSE OF FEAR.

A FEELING THAT
WE WERE REALLY NOT WELLOME.
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A
I CAN GET you TO AUSTRIA,

L

HE WAS A SyRIAN KURD,
BUT HE DIDN'T REALLY LOOK
LIKE A REFUSEE IN TRANSIT,

B

- -
'S TOO

THAT
MUCH FOR ME.

S ——




AFTER A LONG NEGOTIATION, WE MANAGED
TO AGREE TO €800 TOTAL (€400 FOR THE

OTHER MIGRANT AND £400 FOR HE). OTTA GIVE ME &
E MONEY NaW. '

I "M TAKING ON
VA LOT OF RISK,

UP AGREEING, WE DIDN'T HAVE MUCH CHOICE,

WE LEFT THE SHOP FOLLOWING 50 METERS BeHIND HiM, WHICH HE'D ASKED US To Do To TRy To
KEEP A LOW PROFILE. _ _ rivL

21



WE MET Up AGAIN AT HIS CAR. WE DIDN'T SAY A WORD WE WERE VERY
o Y/




THEY LOOGKED REALLY THREATENING AND TOlGH,
.
} N/

7 \

/ \
LIKE THE RUSSIAN =

"H"ILLFJHS N SoME JAMES BoND MoViE, HAHAI




| AFTER CHECKING OUR PAPERS, ONE OFFICER

AND yOU, THE "FRIENDS,"

vou, THE DRIVER, yOU STAY YOU COME WITH ME,

HERE WITH My COLLEAGUE.




AND iT TOOK OFF AS S00ON AS WED SAT DOWN,

A L

n%‘“*"‘ r;[mﬂ

2 a -

1 \
iF WED COME THROUGH 5§ MINUTES
LATER, TH SURE WE WOULDN'T HAVE RUN INTO THEH,

a5







Chapter 13:
Hungary
(September 2015)

)00 O (
050, 05 0,0587

“iIT'S WHAT i CALL 'HUNGARIAN HOSPITALITY'"



THE BUS DROVE FOR ABOUT 15 MINUTES,

THEN STOPPED,
SEEMINGLY AT RANDOM,

Ll
;iiﬂ @)rm
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A GUYy N CIVILIAN DRESS—MAYBE FROM THE UN, HE SPOKE ARABIC,
I'M NoT SURE—STARTED TALKING TO US,

yOU HAVE TO SHOW US YOUR
12 ,} )i I}

IDENTITY DOCUMENTS,
. A \1\ N
i

WE'LL GeET woU REGISTERED, THEN oW IT Will Bg yOUR
My COLLEAGUE WiLl GIVE yoU A IDENTIFICATION NUMBER,
= |
} CHY) )
) N b f
- AT —< _h*
: f _ . AT
F - . . T

A l\
r‘.
-— )

-

=

[—

LYK *‘
ol 4

UNDER NO
CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD
YOU REMOVE IT, ITLL BE
VERY MPORTANT LATER.



By ABOUT MIDNIGHT WE WERE ALL REGISTERED, SOLFEL: NEED

To DIVIDE UP
AND GO INTD YOU CAN TAKE

ANY BED THAT'S

EAVE IT ON, HADI
THE HAMN
SAID IT WAS

IMPORTANT,

—

T THEY HMADE ME THINK OF iNMATE WUMBERS,




EVERY TENT HELD MAYBE TEN BEDS.

%
<

zZ2¢

a—

T
THEY WERE CANVAS COTS.

, e 4 .r' : r.ff—!‘— STor, HADI! !
2%Z % <= 2z
I | (-'“-'\J.L LEAVE iT ALONE! |

(

"ﬂ.,‘.:,:-__ —

g

i WAS EXHAUSTED, BUT § COULDN'T

i HAD TOO HMANY QUESTIONS,




How LowWge WERE THEY oG TO KEEP US HEREY \

WHAT STATE
WOULD WAJHEN
BE W IF |
COULDN'T &SET
WORD TO HER FOR
A LONG TIMHE?

COULD WE STILL
FET TO FRAMCEY

Of WERE WE REALLY —..|l
GAING TO HAVE
To SEEK ASyLUH

[
ll’lllll —
IIIIII

WHAT WoulD'We

HAPPENED iF D

CHASEN CROATIA —
iNSTEAD?

OR IF TD LEFT WITH
WIHAD AND HIS FAHILY?




iN THE MORNING, WE AWOKE VERY EARLY TO
B THE SOUND OF THE TENT'S OTHER OCCUPANTS
oLaH PLAK i Tach e

SOME WARM

oK, LET'S &GO FFND]

S



THROUGH THE FOG, | SAW ABOUT FiIFTY PEOPLE
WHO SEeMED To Be WAITING FOR SOMETHING.

W
|1 y P

- BEWIND THESE OUTHOUSES, THERE WERE FOUR SINKS FOR WASHING UP

05



THIS i§ THE LiNE FOR THE SINKS,
FOR THE TQILETS, THE LINE'S ON THE
f OTHER EI-DE.
. i L ]
i :I"i ::l
[F] o
: [=]
i [=]
[T
(]
| . —
R L
i HoPE yOU'LL Be [ EXCUSE Me, IS
| wow ABLE TO WAIT, HADI, THERE WARM oL
T WATER HERE? il - u
- L]
: ’i.j
5 ﬁ:
FOR Hi5
BOTTLE.
-
a7y
) NO, BROTHER,
THERE'S ONLY COLD,
ML
T —

JUST FILLING Hi.'.‘i-

BOTTLE, GO AHEAD!I]




MIILK! e OUT OF FORMULA.
2w MImLK! y o \ f
3w :

Z2\N

YES, COMING! |

NO OTHER
OFTION,




WATCHING My S0ON FOR WITH THE LADY,
A FEW HMiNUTES? ALRIGHT?

“—'"\\: : J, ln.ﬁpm-r Witl BE U)

’ WOULD yol! HiND f I WADi, STAY HERE

RIGHT BACK,

=

No, THAT'S FiNE. |

o -

| WAS ALSO VERy HUNGRY. IT HAD BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE
I'D EATEN A REAL MEAL.

N

AND | WAS STARTING To FEEL Dizzy. . =
55 FE Y. i HAD TO FIND SOMETHING

TO PUT IN My STOMACH,




e

o" “

'5:#

W
(IR

P

n"'!
(X)
’4

JM

—

Ty [ s R
THEYRE GOING To [ ) - el i ]1

SER'H'E US BREAKFAST?

WERE ALL
STARVWING MERE.

sHouLp Be [
HERE SOON, Jomed

T r—r—t—r—y—r— r -
THEY PASS OUT THE SAME P THE SAME FOR
FOOD THREE TIMES A DAY. |} M EVERYONE,
S\ NS WS ..i. A

il
IT'S WHAT | CA

E},
E-a:r r A “HUI"J'IE'E-J’H-I'_HH

smnmr;nas HOSAITALITY. |

Sy,
“ THeY pon'T cARe iN THE
LEAST THAT MUSLIMS
DON'T EAT PORK.




F
Al
i
L

| \[ﬂasrtafaw 1
[} lI| I = i |!!

e

ANYWAY,
: i HOPE YOURE GOOD
o, AT BASHETBALL!
S\ A

)
9

-
-

o

NO'

b C - /
, PUSHING!
% v N

HEY, IT'S STARTING,

—~

mr TAY CA
- 1;‘ XX AR
P Qzé'“f:;;
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["-I"Eﬁ':r" oo

L
f( ".:!...' ‘___.-"'"

[ was He A Goop Boy? }1
"l\-

WE HAVE TO TAKE OFF
THE PLASTIC FIRST,

AND | WAS STILL HUNGRY.




EVERY DAY THEY CALL UP 50 PEOPLE AND
REGISTER THEIR ASYLUM APPLICATIONS,

S

THEY TAKE
YOUR PRINTS

AND GIVE wol A

ANGTHER CAMP,

AND PHOTOGRAPH,

TRAIN TICKET TO

WHEN WE GOT Td THE NETHWERLANDS To
HAKE Hi5 APPLICATION THERE, THEY SENT

o

WHAT iF | DON'T WANT TO
APPLY FOR ASyLUM HERE?

WELL,
THEN yOU
STAY HERE.

{THERE HAVE BEEN PEOPLE

WHO DIDN'T WANT To.. ]_?\

Y

THEY ALL BROKE AFTER

A FEW WEEKS.

LiViNG HERE
i5 TOO HARD,

102




j ARE YOU GOING TO REGISTER? }=L'7_J

[ S00M, INSHALLAH! l

1 I'M SICK AND TIRED OF WAITING, f
i'VE BEEN HERE !

S50 PEOPLE PER DAY. —

THAT HMEANT THAT i STILL HAD AT LEAST ¥ DAYS
AHEAD OF ME THERE, .,

AND THAT WAS ONLy
iF | AGREED TO BE REGISTERED.

103




IT WAS A HARD THiNG TO PROCESS, BUT | TOLlD FOR THE MOMENT, THERE WERE MORE PRESSING
MySELF AT LEAST iD HAVE TiME TO THINK, NEEDS TO TAKE CARE OF,

104



I DIDN'T FIND ANy HMILK, AND FOR 3 DAYS.

EAT IT, SWEETIE,
TS ALL THERE i5s,

T



DIAPERS LEFT,
=]
| is THAT BeTTER?

WHICH WAS TRICKY, SINCE | DIDN'T HAVE ANy

|

AAAHD
WARINS

SHHHH,
SWEETIE,

AND THERE WAS ALWAYS A LINE FOR THE
EBATHROOMS,

I A
/ iIT WIiLL PASS,

QY =

50 | IMPROVISED USING A CLOTH DAMPENED
WITH [CE-COLD WATER.




i FINALLY ToOK HADI To SEE THE CAMP DOCTOR.

107



iN FRONT oF Mg, THERE WAS
A YOUNG BOy WITH A FEVER.
HIS MOTHER WAS IN TEARS,

-

you om?

i CAN'T TAKE
iIT ANYMORE,
i'VE BEEN HERE
15 DAYS, AND i
CON'T WANT TO
GET REGISTERED.

| WANT TO JoiN My
HUSBAND IN DENHARK.

| TRIED TO COMFORT HER,
BUT | FELT AS HELPLESS
AS SHE DID,

iITS ALRIGHT, IT'LL
WORK OUT, MAAM,

THERE WAS ALSO A YOUNG
SyRIAN, MAYBE 20 YEARS OLD

THESE ARE
My NEPHEWS.

THEIR PARENTS ARE DEAD
AND i'M BRINGING THEM WITH
HME TO GERMANY

THE YOUNGER ONE
HAS STOMACH CRAMPS,

=

L
L
o

-
[ 3
A ¥ w

L@
_ o

iN THIS CAMP, AND ALL THROUGHOUT My
JOURNEY, | MET S0 MANY PEOFPLE WHOD
BEEN THROUGH TERRIBLE THINGS IN LIFE,

L iF | WROTE BOOKS LIKE you,
| COULD TELL 200 DIFFERENT
STORIES, EACH ONE UNIQUE
EUT AT THE SAME TIHE S50
SIMILAR iN TERMS OF THE
DISTRESS, MiSFORTUNE, AND
MiSERY THEY INCLUDE,
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AFTER 2 HOURS IN LINE, THE DOCTOR BROUGHT HE GAVE ME MILK, DIAPERS, AND MEDICINE
us . FOR HAD,

-

REMEMBER, WE DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH OF
ANYTHING, ESPECIALLY FOOD. -

EVEN AS | WAS
- FEELING WORSE. - - i,

ALSO, THE POPULATION iN THE CAMP JUST KEPT
INCREASING. e ]

WHILE ONLy 50 OF U5 LEFT,
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S0 OUR LiViNg CONDITIONS GOT

WORSE AND WORSE, /
ity

o THE FLOOR HERE UNTIL
HOoRMING?

\ i}"ES OF COUR
1
CAN WE SLEEP I ——

LE,
% iﬂ"‘IE N iNT




FFFF,
iT KEEPS
GETTING

ITS GONNA TAKE US 2 HOURS
TO GET TO THE BATHROOMS.

AFRICANS! AFGHANS!
OVER HERE!

To RELIEVE SOME OF THE CROWDING, THEY STARTED SENDING THE
"LESS URGENT" ASYLUM SEEKERS To ANOTHER CAMP

111

o

YES, DADDY En

IS5 GONNA
&0 PEEFPEE,
BUT No
ONE CAN

THE DAY¥S WENT By
AND THE OCCUPANTS'
DISCONTENTHENT FREW,



AND
ABOUT 7 DAYS AFTER My ARRIVAL.

WE’RE FEV UP/
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WELL GIVE yOU PAPERS
To LEAVE HUNGARY!

TO ANOTHER CAHPY
- =
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| THE PAPERS
WERE GiViNG
yOoU ARE NOT
ASyLUM
APPLICATIONS.

50 yoU CAN LEAVE
WUNGARY LEGALLY.

MANY OF your ] Zh)-‘.‘fl"

[ THere's T

K

WE DON'T HAVE ENOUGH
STAFF TO HANDLE
EVERYTHING HERE!
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WHEN | GOT BALK, THERE WERE THREE BUSES WAITING AT THE GATES.

L~

BATATATAY
N ATATATA"

AT AT ATATE
iiﬁ.’ni.l'i'i'l:?:

2

I WE GET TO TAME OFF
OUR WRISTEANDS, HADI

ON THE OTHER, THE
WHOLE THiNG SEEMED

STRANGE TO Mg, AND |
WAONDERED iF iT WAS

[ No, HADI, Cote oni |

C—\[ WE'RE NoOT
KEEPING THEM_
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AFTER A FEW MINUTES OF DRNVING, THE BUSES
PARKED AT THE TRAIN STATION IN A NEAREY TOWN.

WE CROWDED INSIDE THE STATION,

. | ——L
T e

ANCTHER CAMP 50 yoOU CAN GET
THE PAPERS WE T

THAT TRAIN
IS LEAVING N

WERE PUTTING yoU ON A TRAIN TﬂJ

YOU'LL JUST END UP
GFETTING ARRESTED
AND TAKEN BACK To
THE CAMP
wOu CAME

WHILE WE WAIT, yOU ARE NOT

LEA WON'T
ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE STATIOM, b

HAYE PAPERS AND NOD
ONE WILL AGREE TO

ANYWAY, IF yoU DO ]
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THERE WERE MILITARY PERSONNEL POSTED AT
EVERY EXIT, TO MAKE SURE WE DIDN'T
GET AWAY.

OK, HADI, DADDY'S GOING ToO
MAKE A GQUICK BATHROOHM STop
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[—

\

THERE AREN'T
ANY OFFICERS
AT THE
CLOSEST
ENTRAMNCE,

i My I"IJ'-'-.I'D, iT ALL HAPPENED S0 FAST,
.,

;
N

=

IT MiHT HAYE
BEEN RECKLESS BUT
i WAS 50 AFRAID

oF EI"-I'DIHE'r Up BACK IN ANOTHER CAMP LIKE
THE ONE I'D JUST LEFT, 50 | WENT FOR IT.




i

WE TURNED THE FIRST CORNER AND o oo
THEN STARTED —— _—| 4 '

RUNNING,

AND SLEEPRPING POORLY, S50 WE WERE WEAK,

'D BeeN EATING
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qoiggiﬁruﬂ.;sasr .:: —L %_

SOMETHING TO EAT, : A

FET A CAB TO BUDAPESTY

— )
OH, SORRy, | DON'T HAVE —
ANy HUNGARIAN MONEY, J' i pﬂﬂﬂm”-’ﬁej ll [ DO YOU KNOW WHERE WE COULD J__..
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'r.rﬂm.ﬂwcmwmaﬁﬁmmﬂs rﬂu}nlh

1 THE TOWN'S FULL 1

OF SOLDIERS.

FIND SOME MEANS OF

WELL, WHERE WOULD WE
GETTING TO BUDAPEST?

WEVE STILL GOT 45 MINUTES
UNTIL THE TRAIN LEAVES,

MAYBE WE SHOULDN'T
HAVE LEFT,

WE MIGHT enD Up
STUCK HERE.

THERE'S 1'r'.|!..£. TiME
TO GO BACK,

o ]

WHAT'S THE WORST THAT
COULD HAPPEN, REALLY?

0 B

TO ME, THAT WAS UNTHINKABLE,

4

quwa Ty LUy, 1
TﬂrTHE CAMP
2

ﬂ*ﬁq

]]ﬁr F

___.___-

y
bt e
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AND THEN WE RAN INTO SOMEONE WHO,
To THIS DAY, | THANK HEAVEN THAT WE HET,

L}f— YES, WERE SyRIAN, |

I'M zoiME To
LUKEMEOURG,

i USED TO BE
A MIGRANT,
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I LEFT My COUNTRY AND THEN | SETTLED 'M DOING WELL, i RECENTLY

= 40
] &G | |

i I '

[ WHy DoN'T you 5TAy Here? | | weie, i iT's FoR Love, i GUESS
- . : 1 iTS WORTH iTH
i HAVE TO GET TO My GIRLFRIEND, | %

FRIEND WHO'S
A DREVER, TLL
SEE WHAT




HELLO, SANDOR? @z Hm...r ARE yoUu?

\J

TWo &UyS, MIGRANTS, AND

WANT To GET TO .EH.-'D.-"IPE-ST.

OK, 50 'M WITH THE-SE

THEY

T

]

L:\E’_"'" F—7
COULD woU TAKE THEMT

EER =y

o o

= T
=

i

LTTLE KD WITH THEM,

PLEASE! THEY'VE GOT A
THEY'RE STUCK HERE,

UNDERSTOCD,
UNDERSTOOD.

DO THEY HAVE FAF"EH-E?

HE SAYS IT'S
TOO RISKy.

R,

HE DOESN'T WANT ANy
TROUBLE WITH THE LAW.

oM, BUT HE GAVE ME

THE NUMBER OF A GUy

WHO DOES UNDER-THE-
TABLE TRANSPORT.

CHAMNCE

IF THIS DIDN'T WORK,
WE'D HAVE TO &G0 BACK
e TO THE TRAIN STATION,

124

HE SEEMS oK.
He'LE BE HERE N 30




WOoW, YOU'RE SUCH A STRONG Boy!

il

ARE EVERYWHERE.

RIGHT NOW, THINGS ARE A
LITTLE DICEY THE POLICE

UNTIL THEN, I'LL BRING
¥OU SOMEWHERE

WE HAVE TO
WAIT UNTIL

ITLL BE €200 PER PERSON,

SURE |
THING, #

WE DIDN'T HA'u"E H

=

u CHOICE,

.
l_TH.H.mL'S 50 MUCH, DHHEH_'_.‘ | vo prosLem: |

AND | HOPE yOU'LL
BE WITH yOUR LADY LOVES S00M!
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WE DROVE THROUGH TOWN,

t - —

AND THE DRIVER STOPPED iN FROWNT OF A i
PARK. FAR FROM THE ToWN CENTER,

A LT el o i el il

GO FiND
SOMEWHERE
— ] I QUIET To
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MAM, I'VE BEEN AWAY FROM
My GIRLFRIEND TOO LONG.

|| i FEEL THE
& AN SAME WAy

b LET'S SiT oN
THAT BENCH,
THAT BUSH

WILL GIVE US




i FromM ipsies |

M FROM
PAMASCUS,

D JUST GOTTEN My

kl I WAS STUDYING

COMPUTER .S'EJEHC-E,‘(

ENGINEERING DEGREE.

1

[ ] S

A CiTy W NOATHERN SrRia,

IT REALLY 15 CRAZY,
WHAT'S HAPPENING TO US..

AND ALL THESE
EUROPEANS WHO THINK
WE'RE POOR, AND WERE
COoMING To TAKE THEIR
JOBS AND MAKE MONEY..

THE REAL POOR DON'T HAVE A
CHOICE, THEY'RE STILL IN SyRIA

GETTING
BoMBs
DROFFPED
oN THEIR
HEADS,

.

iT WAS THE FIRST TiMe i'D MeT
A REFUGEE WHO TALKEDR ABOUT
OUR SITUATION FROM THIS ANGLE,
HIS PERSPECTIVE ON IT SEEMED
COMPRENENSIVE AND FAIR,




THAT WERE COWARDS,

PRI =1
Lﬁnz EVEN HEARD POLITICIANS SAYING (

THOSE [5I5 &RHBARMH&?‘I

P @

THAT WE SHOULD
TAKE UP ARMS
TO DEFEND OUR

By - .

| OR THE BUTCHERS

COUNTRY iN ER? e
' I'M SURE IF ALL THIS
f TO KM
l|ﬂIln-lb':fE'..-’l.'l'l:=I .I:‘.if:: m? Mr?sw WAS HAPFEMING iN THEIR OR WORSE, TO TAKE
COUNTRIES, THEYD BE ADVANTAGE OF THE SITUATION
THEY WANT ME To TAKE ! il sl ol L
UP AGAINST BOMES AND THE FIRST TO FLEE. -

CHEMICAL WEAPONS,.

= A=
iT MUST HAVE BEEN
HARD, WITH yOUR KiD.

yOU COULD SAy THAT, |
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0K, WHATS OUR DRIVER
PLAYING ATT

s
2

-
T e

o
)2 )

SHOULDN'T
WE WAIT
A LITTLE
LONGER?

- -
=

_~
!
'~

—

WED DO .E-E.T To FiND
A PLACE TO SLEEPR
BESIDES, WHO
KNOWS, THAT

BASTARD COULD
HAVE TURNED
us N




THERE WERE SOLDIERS ALL OVER,

FiINALLY! yOU TOOK yOUR TiME!

yoUu SAID yoUuD
BE HERE AT
“NiGHTFALL"

I TRIED TO WAIT AS
LONG AS POSSIBLE,

‘- "

Now, IT'LL BE
LESS RiSKy,

THE TRIP TO BUDAPEST LASTED A LITTLE MORE THAN 2 HOURS.

THE DRIVER TOOK ONLy BACK ROADS,
AND AS HE DROYVE HE MADE
PHONE CALLS TO MAKE SURE THERE
WERE NO POLICE ON OUR ROUTE,




FROM WERE yOU CAN GET A
TRAIN TO VIENNA, IN AUSTRIA,

THAT'S THE WAy
YOU NEED TO &O.

&
= 0] AN | o
00 0 oESETTITTTITTESSA I B
nanadErsst, L, B0 D O

- [ ]

HE DROPPED US OFF AT THE HUGE KELETI TRAIN STATION,

HERE, TOO, | SAW THE SAME SCENES FROM EARLIER IN My JOURNEY, BUT oW A MUCH LARGER SCALE,

iy B /
|




THERE WERE THOUSANDS,

GIVEN THE SCALE OF THE PHENOMENON, THE
WORLD'S MEDIA HAD FLOCDED iN,

(

PLUS, THEY TRAVEL HAVE yOU TRIED TALKING WITH THEM
'I':‘l'ggEFrI‘Eg:fE FOR FREE, GET TAKEN TO FIND OUT HORE ABOUT THEM?
E CARE OF FOR FREE, S50 i "
Tff Rﬁﬂﬁﬂf US HUNGARIANS ARE g, AND | WOULDN'T
e : FOOTING THE BILL®

Ty,
AT
i Al
P —
\"\4
o TN

= i JUST WANT
, i DON'T KNOW WHERE

THEM To
THEY'RE FROM OR
THANK. yoU, M BRICE
DUGENIE WITH RTL,
e
JEINNNNNRENN

WHy THEY'RE MERE* el
R
8

lsen &




A HUGE CROWD OF HUNDREDS OF PEOFLE WAS
TRYiMG To GET THROUGH THE LINE oF police
TO REACH THE PM’I'Fl::IRHE.

%Lﬂﬁﬂ“" e

BUT | HAVE

| GET BACK, NO TRAINS
A TICKET!

ARE LEAVING ToDAw

—= | OK.. | —_—
: Esslzfm STiLL GONNA GiVe R |

| IT A TRy, |

I

I'M VERY GLAD | GOT
TO MEET YOU, HAKIM,

’5’\[ GOOD LUCK ON
YOUR JOURNEY.

s -eca |

a |
g = = - B
S—Xg - Il

e ——

T . e el s
i} I-'-' 1 .-. - w
N | iy N

Pl

L

§ ™

IT WAS 10 PM, HADIi WAS VERyY TIRED, AND |
TOLD MySELF IT WAS BETTER TO WAIT UNTIL
THE NEXT DAY RATHER THAN THROW MySELF
INTO THE FRAY, °

s
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I LEFT To &0 LOOK FOR SOME FOOD.

Hi THERE, COULD | HAVE
A LITTLE WATER AND
SOMETHING TO EATY

WOULD yOU ALSO LIKE A BOTT,
MiLK FOR yOUR LITTLE OMW
a F




WHAT'S GOING THE pﬂES-,uE”-,-l

o)

CURRENTLY, HiGRANTS

ARE NOT ALLOWED IN OR

ouT OF THE COUNTRY,
| |

Fi |

BUT THE EU IS5 APPLYNG
PRESSURE AND WE'RE HOPRING
HELL REOPEN THINGS.

THEN WHy DON'T ALL THESE
PECOPLE LEAVE VIA OTHER
METHODS, RATHER THAN
WAITING FOR A TRAIN?

you CAN'T .LEr’I.
THE AREA ARDUND
THE STATION,

REFUEES ARE

PILiING UP HERE.
THE SITUATION iS
GETTING TENSE.

I DON'T KNoW iF yoU S5AW,
BUT THERE ARE POLICE
ALL AROUND. THEY'RE
KEEPING yOU HERE.

EVENTUALLY THEYLL GIVE
e AND LET wOU LEAVE.

[E-I.."'I’ DON'T GIVE UP HEIF'E.]

RIGHT NOW, YOU'RE
BEiNG FORCED To STAY
HERE AND WAIT.




r LET'S GO DOWN To THE
E SUBWAY TO WARM UP, HADI,

bt - T



S

|
iITS INCREDIBLE THAT WE FOUND
EACH OTHER AGAIN, ESPECIALLY
WITH ALL THESE PEOPLEN




WE'VE BEEN THEY WON'T
HERE FOR LET U5 GET ON
THE TRAINS,

TWO DAYS,

I JUST &OT IN CONTACT WiTH
A CAB DRIVER WHO CAN TAKE
US To THE AUSTRIAN BORDER,

@

iT's A MORE MONEy THAN THE TRAIN,
BUT THIS WAY WE CAN ACTUALLY LEAVE.

HE'S PICKING US UP TOMORROW,
DO yOoU WANT TO COME ALONGY

i ASKED MySELF: WHAT WAS THE RiSK iIF WE WERE
CAUGHT? WOULD WE BE SENT BACK TO A CAMPT

| DIDN'T WANT TO GO THROUGH (“\all-.

SOMETHING LIKE THAT AGAIN,

BESIDES, | ONLY HAD €650
LEFT TO FINISH My JOURNEY
iF | SPENT €400 ON A
CAB, ID REALLY HAVE TO
| \ GET TO FRANCE QUICKLY

e T e

A LADY WITH THE RED CROSS ‘H“"-q::-..__‘-:""__
TOLD ME WE COULDN'T LEAVE | ———
THE TRAIN STATION :E.___L

I'VE HEARD
THAT Too,

CAN | THINK ABOUT iT_AND
LET yOU KNOW TOMORROW?

NO PROBLEM, DO WHAT
yoU THINK i5 BEST,

1349



THAT NiGHT WAS REALLy HARD

THE COLD, THE NOISE, THE LiGHT, THE STRESS.

AND THE THREATS..

&0 BACK tomes 2| |

AAAN A" A ViSiBLy DRUNK
/ / 7 "UNGARIAN 1N
CONFRONTED SOME

Jovke mkme "L
Sl b
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By MORNING, I'D MADE My CHOICE.

| COULDN'T IMAGINE SPENDING ANOTHER
MWIGHT iN THOSE CONDITIONS,

LET ME JUST CALL THE
DRIVER TO CHECK iF THERE

THAT'S NEXT
TO THE

GREAT,
WELL SEE
you S00W,

iT REMAINED To EE
SEEN HOW WE'D GET AWAY FROM THE STATION,
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DOORS TO THE STATION,

WHEN WE CAME OUT OF THE SUBWAY, HUNDREDS
OF PEOPLE WERE RUNNING TOWARD THE

WHAT'S
GOING ON?

THEY CHARTERED TWO TRANS
TO CLEAR PEOPLE OUT OF HERE.

THE OTHER AUSTRIA

kL]Il_mh't:‘f. GOING TO GERMANY,

YES, WITH THIS
MANY PEOPLE,
i DON'T KNOW
iF D MAKE IT

i CAN ALWAYS TRy THAT
iF THE POLICE STow
US FROM LEAVING.

|

THEY LFTED
THE BLOCKADE,

THE AREA iF
YOU WANT,

4 L] L |

IT WAS MHORE THAN
WE COULD HAVE HOPED
FOR! (THOUGH IT DIDN'T MEAN
THE HUNGARAN GOVERNHENT

[mu CAN LEAYE

WAS EASING UP ON MIGRANTS.)
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li= =l

itL GIVE you SCME ADYICE
ALONG THE WAY.

EEEE|s

=

A5 YOU'VE SURELY NOTICED,
PEOPLE IN HUNGARY HAVE
PARTICULAR FEELINGS ABOUT

REFUGEES RIGHT NOW.

—— T

e —

= 1

ZOLDSEG- GYUMOLES

o

_I_I_

AND IT'S NOT BeECAUSE

THE POLICE LET yoU LEAVE THE

STATION TODAY, OR BECAUSE
THE POLITICS AROUND REFUGEES
HAVE HELLOWED OUT,

HMUST AVOID EXPOSING
YOURSELVES.

L=

you MUST Be

‘ ABOVE ALL, yOU

e

THERE ARE MANY
HERE WHO DON'T LiKE
PECPLE LIKE yoOU.

THEY WON'T
HESITATE TO
TURN yoU iN TO
THE POLICE,

M BRINGING you
TO A TOWN ABQUT
20 KILOMETERS FROM

THE EORDER,

=
Ll

WITHOUT RISKING A
POLICE CHECKEPOINT,

S . —

"

j | CAN'T GeT ANy cioser ||

ALS0, AVOID ACCEPTING
HELP FROM ANYONE.

e

THEY COULD "
TAKE ADVANTAGE =

Of STEAL

FROH you.

FROM THERE YOULL TAKE
A BUS TO GET CLOSER

|

YOU'LL FINISH THE
JOURNEY ON FOOT,

HMAKE SURE You
WALK UNDER COVER,
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= oK, WeRe HeRe. -'5—'_\
:l U%

- - Buy yoUR

AND WAIT FOR

¥ & ';_l_
]

WELLD, WED LIKE 5 TICKETS FOR
BUS 512, PLEASE,
L]
=
€57 5
.I_ —— — '-'_'--r-—r- .
Y 4 f ._..-.-'_:._!:I

I[
I

Al
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i WONDERED iF IT WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN BETTER
To WAIT SOMEWHERE QUIET TO AVOID BeiNg




T SEEMED
SOMEONE HAD CALLED
THEM ON US,

NIHAD'S FAMILY'S PAPERS WERE,
THEORETICALLY, IN ORDER,

BUT | DIDN'T HAVE THE PASS
i WAS SUPPOSED TO GET
_\ UPON LEAYING THE CAMP

BUT oN THE INSIDE
i WAS PANICKING.

| THINK THEY WERE —
THE LOCAL POLICE AND THEY

DIDN'T DEAL WITH MIGRANTS VERY OFTEN,
MAYBE THEY HADN'T NOTICED ANYTHING WRONG.
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THE BUS ARRIVED AROUND 3 PM

———




BUT iI'M NOT SURE iF IT'S

ACCORDING TO THE A GOOD IDEA AFTER WHAT
HAPPENED EARLIER,

GFPS5, WE GO0 THROUGH
THE CENTER OF TOWN,




[ o, o THAT'S Finer |

"\j ANYWAY, iIF yOU EVER DO WANT
TO HEAD THAT WAy, BE AWARE

THERE ARE POLICE ALL OVER.

BUT WHAT HM_IM
Wigawﬂm (] i ml - .
) % W00 | S

ROUTEY

[ i5 THERE ANOTHER {

-' THERE'S A LITTLE PARK CUTSIDE THE
VILLAGE. YOU'LL BE SAFE THERE,

/ )

WERE HUNGRY DO yoU KNOW WHERE =
WE COULD GET SOMETHING TO EAT?

1 |

i SUGGEST
¥yOU GO THERE
AND WAIT,
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LITTLE SHop IN
THE VILLAGE,
BUT iIT'S ToO

RISKy:

AT MOST | COULD TAKE ONE. JUST YOU IN THE
SCARF,
b ¢

[ vo, NawaLr pon'T or |

u_"@. WHAT IF SOMETHING HAPPENS? |

NOTHING WILL
HAPPEN TO HME,
MoM, ILL BE
WITH THIS MAN,

—

DON'T yoU )
REMEMBER? |
THE CAB ]
DRIVER ToLD |
us NoT I
i TO ACCEPT I
N ANy HErLe TR

&0l WELL SEE yoOUu
AT THE PARRK!

GET ENOUGH FOR US TO EAT AND DRINK FOR
A FEW DAYS, IN CASE WE CAN'T RESUPPLY
FOR A BIT,

1 [ ] ! , =1 1 | 1 |
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WE SHOULDN'T HAVE
LET HiM GO, NiHAD,

1 | HAVE HIS PAPERS, !

IF THEY RUN INTO
TROUBLE, i'M CONFIDENT
HE CAN CONVINCE
THE PCOLICE THAT HE'S
THAT MAN'S SON.

e

D IF THE GUY'S A THIEF,
THERE WON'T Bg HUCH
FOR HIM TO STEAL.

GO0D PERSON. TAKE NAWAL BECAUSE
WE ASKED HiM WHERE
To FiND FOOD,

i THINK HE'S A l\ HE ONLy AGREED TO
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AFTER WED WALKED FOR 15 MINUTES, WE GOT
TO THE LITTLE PARK THE MAN WAD TOLD US
ABOUT,

iT WAS AN AREA AT THE EDGE OF A FOREST. @«

Ty
Ty

L)
-
[ i
[t ]
o
-

y [l e Ty -P

iT WAS MORE OF A FIELD

THAN A PARK, REALLY,

THE PLACE WAS DESERTED, AND IT WAS VERY
N4 - — AWf

AND MALF AN HWOUR AFTER WE GOT THERE,

NAWAL ARRIVED WITH THE MAN,

Y Wi
i GOT COOKIES,
BREAD, AND WATER.

AND yOU SHOULD
CUT THRoUGH
THE FOREST,
iT'S SAFER.

153

| DAWN TOMORROW,

THERE
ARE MORE
POLICE THAN
i EXPECTED iV
THE VILLAGE,

D SUGGEST
YOU LEAVE AT

NOT ToMNiGHT,




W7 N

—

1

cAN WE FIND A HOTEL
NEARBY?

BUT HoW CAN WE SPEND THE
NIGHT WERE? iT'S TOD COLD OUT!

ND, THE CLOSEST IS5
THE TowN WHERE you
1 &OT ON THE

BUS,

OH No, WE'RE NOT
GOING BALK THERE!

AND UNFORTUNATELY, | CAN'T RISK
SHELTERING YOU FOR THE NiGHT,

g

AWEH-EE

TROUELE,

THANK

iF | GeT yoU FOR WHAT yoU'vE
CAUGHT, Dr::h'e: FOR US,

i CoULD Be

iN SERIOUS

L

m

r_." .

COFFEE, A LITTLE STOVE,

BLANKETS.

WAIT HERE, |
ILL GO GRAB
you SOME

STUFF T &ET

T WON'T BE ANYTHING
LUXURIOUS, BUT AT LEAST
You WoN'T GeET ToO CoLlD

you THROUGH
THE NiGHT.

.
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R BN . i : j . . . & N THAT MOMENT,
| WAS CERTAIN THAT | WAS ABOUT To EXPERIENCE ONE OF THE WORST NIGHTS OF My JOURNEY.

155



WHAT'S HE PLAYING AT? - WE COULD LEAVE FOR

; AUSTRIA NOW, IT WOULD

. iT'S ALREADY WARM US UP, AT LEAST,
LOCK

10 OC !

0,0

&“h

YES, | WITH FADI,

BUT THE MAN SAID THE POLICE
WERE ALL OVER,

WE SHOULD STAY HERE.

¥ 3

RN = b

| WELL STAY FOR THE

LETS GO A LITTLE : NIGHT .wnrazm ouT
DEEPER INTO THE IN THE MCRNING. THAT OK
FOREST TO HiDE, ! HAKIM?



RESIGNED, WE HEADED INTQ THE FOREST,
T =Y

i % L

BE BRAVE,
HADI,

15‘_.-'



NAOTHING TO WORRY
ABQUT, Bovs! i SURE iT5
JUST THE TREES

ALMIGHTY ALLAH, PROTECT
Us, | PRAY.

BE CALM,
My DEAR, IT WiLL
BE ALRIGHT.




DON'T CRY,
HADI WE HAVE
To KEEP GUIET.

AND WERE TOGETHER,
MOTHING BAD i5 SoiNE
To HAFPEN TO US,

S

| WERE GONNA DIE..
L}
il .

ITS RAINING., WE'LL
FREEZE TO DEATHm
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PESPITE THE COLD AND THE FEAR, i FINALLY i WOKE UP ARDUND 4 AM, THE OTHERS

/ r{,;

FELL ASLEEP OUT OF EXHAUSTION, WERE SLEEPING. /

7y

EXCEPT NIHAD, WHO
ST-'LHED STRAIGHT AHEAD..




THE PS5
SAYS WE
KEEP &GOING
THIS WAy

COME EII"-‘ WE HAVE
TL'I' GET GAING,

WE CAN'T LINGER TOO
LONG. My PHONE IS ALMOST
OuUT OF BATTERY,










ONT KNOW,
BATTERY'S

WE COULD ASK FOR
DIRECTIONS AT THE
SERVICE STATION?

I I
LET'S GET CLOSER., THERE
CoulD Be SIGNS ON THE ROAD,

THAT SEEMS
RISKY TO HE.
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ol

1 NE
A RYT TR

“"L-.";l"i'n ﬁ‘f‘knlm
T

D THEN WE SAW, OVER AT THE STATION, A TRUCK DRIVER WHO WAS WAVING AT US




""-H—.,.___-

IO LL AL L

"--—:".,_" - f.u": f

Z\RRR mh@ RRR’
—_—

FROM WHERE WE WERE, IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO
KNOW iIF THEY WERE HUNGARIAN OR AUSTRIAN,

)
AND WE DIDN'T KNOW iF WE WERE LOOKING AT A JUST iN CASE, WE DECIDED TO KEEF GOING

BORDER CROSSING OR A SIMPLE TOLLEOQOTH. iN THE SAME DIRECTION, STAyiNG EVEN FARTHER
FROM THE ROAD

r‘ﬂ‘

vRRA
ol dn]
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A WEIGHT LIFTED OFF OUR SHOULDERS,

HAHA! HAHA 441

WE WERE WORN OUT BUT RELIEVED,

£ IT, DEAR, |

& e




lﬁT.ﬂ.F E-I‘I.I-I"I.i

THE GUy ON THE
TRACTOR MUST HAVE
CALLED THEM ON US,

' THE BASTARD! |

172

THE AUSTRIAN POLICE WERE REALLY VERY
DIFFERENT FROM THE WUNGARIANS,




i L

WE'RE HERE TO

IT WiLtL TAKE you To A
TRANSIT CENTER.

A CAMPY
LIKE N HUNGARY?

WERE CALLING
A BUS To

YOULL BE TREATED WELL,

) you WON'T BE THERE LONG AND \
R il

[ i LY
THERE YOU'LL BE GIVEN PASSES
f TO CONTINUE YOUR Jﬂ_ﬂEHE}'.

WHILE ONE OF THE OFFICERS WENT TO |
CALL A BUS, THE OTHERS ASKED US A
BUNCH OF QUESTIONS, i . s

ALL MAKE iT
THIS FAR?

- Jﬂ-...-T.I'-I'E]-" WEREN'T TRyiNG
TO INTERROGATE US,
THEY WERE JUST

KiND PEOPLE,
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Chapter 14:
Austria and Switzerland
(Late September 2015)

“I'M CALLING BECAUSE iI'M iIN VIENNA
AND i NEED YOUR HeLp"



ON THE BUS, THE ATMOSPHERE AMONG THE REFUGEE-S WAS LIGHTHEARTED

EVERY PERSON ON THAT AND ALL OF U5 WERE RELIEVED
— BUS HAD BEEN THROUGH TO HAVE MADE IT TO AUSTRIA,
| DIFFICULT THiMNES,

176



i WAS SEATED NEXT TO A SyRIAN (HONESTLY,
ALMOST ALL OF THE PASSENGERS WERE
SyRIAND, AND WE TALKED A LITTLE BIT ABOUT

AUR JOURNEYS,

\\k TWO TRAINS,

WHEN THEY MADE
THE ANNQUNCEMENT,
iIT WAS MAYHEM,
EVERYONE WANTED
| || o, eseeciaLLy since

(FL"F|r Bl THEY WERE TAKING
AT TH'E} PEQPLE WHG pipM"T
BUpAPEST H HAVE TICKETS,
STATION, 1
THEY
CHARTERED :.\._..i

ONE GOING TO GERMANY,
THE OTHER AUSTRIA,

YES, | REMEMBER, | WAS
THERE FOR THAT,

II

—

- i —

WE ALL PROTESTED AND THE POLICE WERE
OVERWHELHMED, THEY COULDN'T HOLD US,

THE TRAIN TRAVELED
FOR A LITTLE WHILE,
THEN STOPPED
NEAR THE BORDER.

BUT STILL IN
HUNGARY.

WHICH SEEHMED STRANGE,

[ THEY REALLY JUST WANTED
To PUT US BACK IN CAMPS

l

iT WAS ALL
A TRICK

TO CLEAR
oOuT THE

STATION,

iT WAS LUCKY iD GONE
WITH MNIHAD'S FAMILY,

L




AFTER A FEW HINUTES OF DRIVING, AND IT STOPPED IN FRONT OF A Bl WAREHOUSE,
THE BUS CAME TO A TOWN,

<O (6|8 ga|s| =
e T

m(“mw:}%% j(ﬁ! llllllmru lll

d

—

I

=]
|

|

|

T

A YOUNG VOLUNTEER GREETED US IN ARABIC,

l”““ — JR 0 ) ﬁ]

. yOU AND GiVE
WELCOME TO AUSTRIA! ]1 ¥oU PAPERS To
I I SHoW yOU'RE IN
r ' l

| I I

FOO0D STANDING,




FOR THOSE CONTINUING ON,
YOU CAN LEAVE ONCE YOU'RE GIVEN

YOUR PASSES, -1
APy

PLAN To STAy IN AUSTRIA OR

yoU MUST TELL US IF you ‘ r
CONTINUE ON FROM HERE,

DON'T LEAVE BEFORE THEN, OR
52|  yoULL HAVE TROUBLE IF you
ENCOUNTER A POLICE CHECKPOINT,

TO THOSE OF YOU THIS IS JUST TO | WHILE YOU WAIT, you
WHO HAVE BEEN IN CAMPS GET YOUR STATUSES DON'T HAVE TO REMAIN
iN HUNGARY, PLEASE SORTED OUT, iN THE WAREMOUSE.

DON'T WORRY.

TOMORROW AT
WE DON'T WANT To HOLD THE LATEST,
YOU HERE AND yOULL

BE TREATED WELL.
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T | | ||I||II|'I|
wouU CAN TAKE ANy : Y. -'

BeD THAT'S FREE,

o, “, - T
.}

& i -:-‘_ {
- I

IT REALLY FELT LIKE
WE WERE BEING TREATED
LIKE PEOPLE WHO HAD
VALUE,

|| | o o o
OVER HERE, yOU CAN WELP YOURSELF
TO TEA, COFFEE, AND SNACKS,

TG

f

D

THIS FRIENDLY ATHOSPHERE HELPED U5 TO FEEL
FREE OF THE STRESS OF THE LAST FeEW HMONTHS,

y}l{




iN LATE AFTERNOON, A PERSON FROM IMMIGRATION
SERVICES CAME TO REGISTER OUR REQUESTS.

NAHEF
H.-’LE!II:H

DO yOU HAVE IDENTITY
DOCUMENTS?

WHICH WoULD
yoU LIKE?

%)

AN ASYLUM
REQUEST OR
A PASS?

ARE yOUR

ALRIGHT, HERE
PAPERS.

ToMoORROW,
iF you'D LIKE,
A BUS WILL
TAKE yoU TO
THE TRAIN
ETATION.

THERE WERE A LOT OF US,
IiT TooK UMTIL 9 PHM, TO FiNiSH REGISTERING US,
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WE WERE ALL [N GOOD SPIRITS, AND | TALKED
WiITH MNiHAD .-’LI"-I'I:I- Hr'S FAHfL‘.r' UHTFL HiMIGHT.

S{}? HHE-HE EHAE-T.E.'}-' N
&EH‘I"‘IM:-' ARE }'{JH GFOING?
i
(5

] 1
[nunmum:r_

R,

A Bigr CiTy
iN THE NORTH,

y THE}" ang

A GREAT
SOLCER TEAM!

-r.um".s NoT WHy WE PICKED iT I

B

T8 MAINLY BECAUSE | HAVE
A COUSIN WHO .I'.J"“'r’EE 'I'HERE

iF ALL GOES WELL, WE'LL
BE THERE iN 2 OR 3 DAYS.

f

{ eut THeY pon'T WAVE A Soccer Tean |

N
HAHA-
L

]




THAT NiGHT, FOR THE FIRST TiME IN A VERY
LONG WHILE, | WAS ABLE TO SLEEP DEEPLY AND

|

PEALEFULLY.

jlll

WHEN | WOKE UP, IT WAS LATE.

=N,
= &

THE WAREHOUSE WAS ALMOST EMPTY AND
NEW MIGRANTS WERE COMING N,
-

| WAS A LTTLE DISAPPOINTED, BUT AS I'VE
SAID BEFORE, WE WERE TRAVEL COMPANIONS
WHO SHARED A COMMON GOAL,

Up WE GET,
SWEETHEART! |

NOT FRIENDS WHO WERE ON VACATION TOGETHER,

THOUGH, TO TELL THE TRUTH, A FEW DAyS LATER,
NiHAD WROTE TO HE AND EXPLAINED THAT
THEYD LEFT ON THE FIRST BUS AROUND
4 AM. AND HADN'T WANTED To WAKE ME,

JV‘(_;W/J’ /

j / fe
- =

——  THEY THOUGHT WE NEEDED
TO RECOVER, THEY WEREN'T WRONG.
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- THE.RE AREH“T .-wr MORE -n:am | | '

' RIGHT NoWw THEY'RE oUT
PICKING UP OTHER REFUGEES
T0 BRING THEM HERE,

HELLO, WHERE
i5 THE BUS ToO
THE STATION?

=l
N . b
= @ N0
L i i
}am' TH'E STATf::IH‘E cll'mr-' z y— awny | || |anp i cerT.

:mu :w.r WALK
rr You m:y

’| ARE yOU HUNGRy? THIRSTY?

NO THANKS,
i™M oK,




il

‘ T

| wHAT ABOUT Hire }

1]

DoES yOUR Boy
WANT ANYTHING?
1..

T

| wair ust A sec. |




AT THE STATION, PEOPLE HELPED ME FiND
A TRAIN TO VIENNA,
\ yOU SHOULD GET '| ﬁ
— oN THIS CONE.
e E THANKS! !——-

=

e

i

-~

BACK, IN DIAPERS, HADI,

L BUT STIiLL LET ME KNOW IF yOU NEeED ToO
o0 TO THE BATHROOM, QK7

i CAN FiNALLY GET you | l ‘




THE STATION WAS WUGE, ‘

= |
= =L

iiﬁ"\ | = =
i L s *
A

| WANDERED AROUND, = {,.——--"'"'
WONDERING HOW TO FIND

A TRAIN TO FRAMNCE,

|

|
|
Iy

|

WHEN YOU'RE USED TO

HiDiNG FROM PEOFPLE iN
UNIFORM, yYOU DEVELOP A
KiND oF INTRINSIC FEAR.

My FIRST INSTINCT WAS To BE
AFRAID EVEN THOUGH My PAPERS WERE IN CRDER.




ARE ':I'DU
LOOKING FOR
-EEHET'HJHG?

[ on'T worRy, iIT'S oK.

i IHAGINE
yOU'VE BEEN
THROUGH A LOT

TO GET HERE,

i'M LOOKING FOR A
TRAIN TO FRANCE,

OVER THERE yOU CAN MEET WITH PEOPLE FROM THE ASSOCIATION,
——

HE

-

BROUGHT HE TO AN UNDERGROUND
CONCOURSE WHERE HAYBE 200 OR
300 REFUGEES WERE WAITING,

THEYLL TELL yOU EVERYTHING
' yOU NEED TO KNOW,
= e

l wIENE




_“=_| | e

\[iF youre coiNg To BeRLIN, FoLLow Me! |

HELLO, SIR, 'M LOOKING FOR A
TRAIN To AlX-EN-PROVENCE,

ALRIGHT, LET'S
SEE WHAT WE CAN DO

KHADIJAH, CAN you
TAKE THIS YOUNG MAN

—

HE WANTS To GO
TO AX-EN-PROVENCE,

"ICKETS

At

OK, LET'S SEE iF WE CAN
FiND woU A TRAIN

NY:

HOW
MiCe,
THANKES,

il




HELLD, MAAM, CAN woU TELL
HE WHEN THE NEXT TRAIN
To Al-EN-
FPROVENCE
i5 LEAVING?

AREN'T ANY.

WITH A
CONNECTION
iN ZURICH,
SWITZERLAND.

FROM PARIS,
YOuU CAN TAKE

E A TRAIN TO
AlX-EN-PROVENCE, |,

\'ﬂc_-’

s

THAT'S THE r
ONLY EIP'T:-:JH :

190

N

L ™
D SPENT A BiT OF MONEY
SINCE BUDAPEST AND | DIDW'T HAVE ENOUGH,



| ODD

Lo yoU HAVE ANy
FRIENDS OR FAMILY

A LITTLE MONEY?

WHO COULD LEND yOU ]S

e [ |
i DO HAVE AN UNCLE WHo BuUT I'D
l LIVES iN VIENNA, HATE J'ra

ASK THAT

1 AND TRUTH BE TOLD,
'D BEEN S50 FOCUSED ON My GOAL THAT i HADN'T
THOUGHT To TELL HiM | WAS COMING THROUGH,

iF yOU'D LIKE,
i CAN GiveE you

A PHONE CARD.

WiTH HER HELP | FOUND My UNCLE'S
PHOME NUMBER AND CALLED HIM,

151

I'M CALLING
BECAUSE i'M
iN WIENNA AND
i NEED wOUR HELP

v N VIENNAF




HE WAS SURPRISED, AND WANTED TO COME RIGHT
AWAY TO PICK ME UP AT THE STATION AND TAKE
ME TO HIS HDUSE.

iF you'D LIKE, yOouU CAN STAy
AT THE HOUSE FOR THREE
OR FOUR DAY¥S TO REST UPR

THAT'S THOUGHTFUL,
BUT D RATHER &0
AS SO0ON AS | CAN.

iM ANy CASE, ILL GiVE you
THE MONEY, ITS NO PROBLEM!

—

I:.-.r FACT iM GLAD ToY |51

WoWr | NEVER
WOULD HAVE
THOUGHT To SEE
My NEPHEW TODAY

AND | GET TO
MEET HiS Sonr

-

ul

=

THIS UNCLE WAS My FATHER'S BROTHER., HE WAS
67 AND HAD MOVED TO AUSTRIA SHORTLY AFTER
ALL THIS BEGAN.

IN SyRIA, HE'D BEEN RICH, HE OWNED
TWO NURSERIES AND, LiIKE ME, HE'D LOST iT ALL,
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o Tl e B, W T T
ib’:.p“;\mm LOOK WHO'S HER;:’-L;___,.--'-—'
T T T e

.




THEY RE WELL, COME NOW, LET'S
, THANK ALLAH, ST DOWN. youU MUST

—_— | i

A
BUT THEY'RE OF AGE S0 |NH|

e e etk er sore |
- FOOD FOR yoU

AND YOUR BOv

WE SPENT THE REST OF THE AFTERNOON TALKING
ABOUT My JOURNEY, SyRIA, AND THEIR LIFE N AUSTRIA,
THEY WERE Too olD
TO WORK S0 THEY LIVED ON
WELFARE BeNEFITS.

THEY HADN'T SeeN THEIR
OTHER CHILDREN SINCE THEY'D
COME MERE, AND THIS WAS
REALLY AFFECTING THEM,

BUT THEY FELT THAT By STAYING

HERE, THEY WERE GIVING THEIR
TWO YOUNGEST CHILDREN A # \ -
CHANCE AT A REAL FUTURE, PLUS, THE CLDER ONE HAD JUST RECEWVED
- A SCHOLARSHIP To ATTEND THE UNIVERSITY
“ " /7~ OF VIENNA, AND THEY WERE VERY PROUD.
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I ¢OT TO SHAYE AND TAKE A SHOWER, AND iN THE
EARLY EVENING HE TOOK ME BACK TO THE STATION

AND GOOD LUCK WITH
YOUR STUDIES,

OMNCE YOU'RE SETTLED
iN FRANCE, COME
BACK AND SEE US,
WE'RE NOT FAR.




| ON THE WAy TO My TRAIN, | LOOKED AT
THE PEOPLE AROUND ME,

BEEN MONTHS, YEARS EVEN, SINCE I'D
LIVED iN THE SAME WORLD AS THEM,

AND | COULDN'T WAIT To GET
BACK TO REAL LiFE, TO BE ON
My WAY TO WORK, My FAMiLy, My

| THOUGHT ABOUT THEM GOING TO WORK, OR TO
SEE FAMILY OR FRIENDS.

i DOW'T KNOW HoW TO EXPLAIN THIS
FEELING, BUT IT WAS LIKE | WAS

i A PARALIE! UNIVERSE,
s —‘."\:.
" ‘F j)h—-_
. J

FOR TOO LONG i'D BEEN RUNNING
AFTER SOMETHING THAT ELUDED HE,




|
—
—

WE RODE ALL MIGHT. EUT AROUND &:30, THE TRAIN STOPPED
iN A FREWGHT YARD.

- P
b
O
WE WERE TO

ARRIVE AT 730 AH, IF
i REMEMEER CORRECTLY
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THEY STARTED SEARCHING US.

DESTINATION?
| FRANCE.

AND RIS DIAPER WAS FULL.

EUT wOU SAID YOUR
WIFE LIVES THERE,

YOU'RE COMING WITH
US, yoU CAN'T STAy
O THIS TRAIN,

i

WHERE'S yYOUR
FRENCH WiSAT

i DON'T
HAVE ONE.

WELL GET THIS
i ALL CLEARED UR

| ¥

2000

WAIT, LET ME &GO, L
M BEGGING youu ]
= Tl‘.l‘*
| HAVE To GET

TO My WIFE!







TO THIS DAY, | DON'T REALLY i DON'T KNOW IF THEY FELT OR IF MAYBE THEY DIDN'T
UNDERSTAND WHAT HAPPENED, BAD, rd r,..-- WANT TO HAVE TO DEAL WIiTH
et A REFUGEE WITH A BABy

e

ESPECIALLY WITH A DIAFER THAT SMELLED OF
POOP, HAHA!

[

WHEN | GOT BACK ON
THE TRAIN, | ENDED UP
IN A DIFFERENT CAR,

L AND My BAGS WAS
STILL AT My OLD SEAT,

i WAS S0 SHAKEN Up By WHAT | SANK INTO THE FIRST AND | DIDN'T HOVE AsAIN UNTIL

HAD JUST HAPPENED THAT i OPEN SEAT THAT | FOUND THE TRAIN ARRIVED

RIDN'T WANT To GO BACK

AND FinND IT,

202



AT THE STATION IN ZURICH, THERE WERE A LOT OF POLICE,

i HAD AN HOUR TO KILL BEFORE My TRAIN &0 | WENT AND SAT iIN A CORMER OF THE

LEFT FOR PARIS, l i { F STATION, AND | DIDN'T MOVE AGAIN UNTIL IT

WHEN My TRAIN ARRIVED, AS | WALKED TO THE
PLATFORM, | PRAYED NOT TO RUN INTO ANy POLICE.

= =_aj

i

-
-

AND THERE | WAS!
GETTING ON THE TRAIN TO FRANCE!




THE CAR WAS FULL WITH THEIR SUITS | SToOD OUT A LITTLE,
OF PEOPLE TRAVELING AND LAPTORS..

| I

fl WE JUST CROSSED I — — .J
| THE BORDER, Lrln—on . .
5}’ . .
[ 4 i NY

“t:

&

.-?

TTTITT]-

—

=TT
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Chapter 15:
France
(Late September 2015)

“i LEFT HOME ALMOST 3 YEARS AGO



'-—---_l-‘l-l-@
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, WELCOME
TO PARIS GARE DE LyON_

=

AND | DIDN'T KNOW
HoW TO GET TO
Al-EN-PROVENCE, .

My PHONE BATTERY
WAS DEAD

I HAD NO BAG, AND
ALMOST WO HONEY..

BUT WED MADE IT, WE WERE iN FRANCE. s JUST A FEW HOURS AWAY
; l FROM NAJHEH,

T,

et .

ES an




EVEN 50, | STILL WASN'T COMPLETELY RELAXED.,

¥
¥ -
5
@
-
:
x
3
3
x
2
1]
:
S
:
. x
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i

) M SyRIAN, AND | GoOT
HERE FROM TURKEY..

I HAVE TO CALL My FAMILy WHO LIVE

iIN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE, COULD
YOU LEND ME A PHONE?

DO yOU NEED
ANYTHING?

e Tt a)




iT WAS NAJMEHN'S FATHER WHO
ANSWERED.

i DON'T KNOW YET,

How DA i
T TO
Al =EN=
PROVENCE

FROM HERE?

=ty

200



HERE, IT'S My
FATHER=IN-LAW.,
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I_E:"LRUE-ST POSSIBLE DEPARTURE?

T\
[ My PASSPORT? ll'l

!

|

THEN HOW ARE yoUu
GONNA PAY?

CAN yOoU PAY WITH SURE, SINCE
YOUR CARD AND VLL oU'vE TRAVELED
GIVE yOU THIS? 50 FAR TO




THE TRAIN WAS IN 2 HOURS,

| HAD A UTTLE MONEY LEFT TO BUy DIAFERS

AND BEFORE WE SAW NAJHEW, | WANTED US To
BE PRESENTABLE, To SMELL NiCE,

(4




FOR THE FIRST TiME SINCE WE'D LEFT, | NOTICED HOW MUCH WED BEEN PHYySICALLY AFFECTED

o [

UNTIL THAT POINT—FUELED BY FEAR,
ADRENALINE, AND THE WiLL To SUCLEED—
| HADN'T PAID THIS ANy ATTENTION,

WADIS LITTLE FEET hl'EFLE Eﬂ'ﬁ"EHED iN HE WAS VERY THIN, P
BLISTERS, ‘ : ] b 1

THERE WERE BAGS UNDER HIS EYES,

213






THERE WAS STiILL A LITTLE TiME LEFT BEFORE

OUR DEPARTURE, S50 | WENT OQUTSIDE TO .S-I'TEIHE(f

AND TI!:| GET A OO0 LOOK
AT THE COUNTRyY THAT D BgeN
TRYiNG TO REACH FOR 50 LONG.

I SAW A HIVE OF ACTIVITY: EVERYONE
SEEMED TO Bg IN A HURRY, RUNNING EVERY
WHICH WAY WITHOUT TALKING OR

LOOKING AT EACH OTHER
BUT STILL MANAGING NoT
To RUN INTO EACH OTHER,

I ALSO THOUGHT IT WAS BEAUTIFUL TO SEE THE
ETHNIC MIXTURE THERE, UNLIKE ANy I'D SEEN,
P

o

et

AND THEN i THOUGHT | SAW THE EIFFEL TOWER
OVERLOOKING THE CiTy, LIKE A MOUNTAIN, BUT |
WAS WRONG, HAHA!

m
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My EXCITEMENT AND STRESS GREW
AS WE GOT CLOSER.

WHEN THE TRAIN STOPPED, | RUSHED THROUGH

THE Dmﬂi/

217









Long TiMer

I'VE MISSED yoU I
_k—’\...t 50 MUCH:
%00

MMM, yOU
T‘ SMELL GOCD,
SWEETE!

iT'S BEEN SUCH A ‘

YOU'RE FIMALLY
HERE! HAHAI
1
1/

=)
N

—

YOU'VE
GATTEN 50
Bit, HONEY!

M GOING TO HAVE
TO FATTEN yOU UP
YOU'RE 50 SKINNyT

220





















CAN yoU BelieVe iT?
WE'VE BEEN MEETING FOR
A YEAR AND A HALFY

i CAN'T BELIEVE
Tt WERE DONEN

NOW WE'LL SEE WHAT
YOU HAKE OF ALL THAT!

‘1./’_":5

i HAVE A 8IT
OF WORK
AHEAD OF HE.

|

SERIOUSLY, THANK yOU S50 MUCH FOR
YOUR PATIENCE AND ¥YOUR TRUST,

NI .
= iIT WAS A
. { PLEASURE
WHEN THE BOOK'S || 1 |
READY, iLL SEND —~— ?.
T To you, .
g Lk

HELLO,
FABIEN,

My THANKS TO ALL OF yoOu., AND iF you
YOU'RE A LOVELY FAMILY EVER MNEED
ANYTHING,

DON'T HESITATE

TO CALL HME.

WAENEN
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THERE.

2o 8




iTS TRUE THAT IT MAKES FOR
A NICE ENDING TO A BOOK,

BUT THAT WOULD MEAN CONCEALING THE FACT
THAT, iN “REAL LiIFE'" Hi5 STORyY DIDN'T END
WHEN HE &OT To AX-EN-PROVENCE,

ONCE THE Joy OF REUNIFICATION HAD PASSED,
HAKiM AND HiS FAMIiLy HAD TO FACE THE HARSH
REALITY OF INTEGRATION INTQ THEIR NeW
COUNTRY,

FOR THOSE FIRST FEW DAyS, THEY HMOVED INTO
THE FAMILY APARTHENT,

Ll

I |-

[ EITITN]

ACCOMMODATIONS WHERE A PORTION
OF THE RENT WAS HANDLED By
A REFUGEE AID ASSOCIATION, E

UNFORTUNATELY, AFTER 3 DAYS, THE ASSOCIATION
ToLD THEM THEy COULD NO LONGER
STAYy THERE,

AND THEY WERE FORCED
To LEAVE THE APARTHMENT IMMEDIATELY.

229



FROM THE STREET, THEY IMMEDIATELY CALLED THE
RED CROSS, WHO SENT THEM AN AMBULANCE,

"I

m—tme (G 0 O

y L1 0D
il
0 1] ooo —l_”
wm
=
_

—~ s

1]

SPEAKING ABOUT THIS, HAKIM TOLD ME:

IHIII |Ill|

“THE PASSERS-By WATCHED US. | FELT ASHAMED,
EHMBARRASSED, HELFLESS."

| “ 1]
[T

“iN THE COURSE OF My JOURNEY, i'D BEEN
THROUGH TERRIBLE THINGS, BUT | THINK THAT
HOMENT WAS WHEN | FELT iT MOST KeenNLy”
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THE AMBULANCE TOOK THE LITTLE FAMILY To A “NOT EXACTLY A 5-STAR PLACE," AS HAWIM TOLD -
HOTEL IN MARSEILLE, ME WITH A LAUGH,

L

¥

will W

= = B

W[
[

o
Pt

iT WASN'T AN IDEAL FLACE TO HAKIM KNEW THIS VERY WELL AND RECOGNIZED,
RAISE A CHILD, BUT AT LEAST THEY -] EVEN IN THEIR SITUATION, HOW LUCKy THEY WERE,
WEREN'T OUT ON THE STREET.

7

-

STARTING THE NEXT DAY, HE BEGAN 2
THE INITIAL STEFPS TOWARD GAINING
REFUGEE STATUS.
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THIS PERICD iN MARSEILLES WAS VERY HARD ©
ON' HAKIM AND HiS FAMILY. |

~

N\

THE oMly INCOME THEY HAD
AVAILABIE WAS THE £20 PER WEEK THAT
NAJHMEH'S PARENTS WERE LENDING THEM,

HAKIFM ToLD Me THEY SKIPPED A LOT OF
MEALS DURING THIS TiME,

AND THEIR DAYS WERE
SPENT WAITING,

WITHOUT A PERMANENT ADDRESS, WAKIM HAD TO
SPEND HOURS EACH DAY iN LINE, WAITING TO CHECK
IF HE'D RECEIVED AN APPOINTMENT FROM THE \

THIS WAS THE CRITICAL STEP AT THE BEGINNING
OF THE ASyLUM APPLICATION PROCESS.

AFTER TWaO LONG MONTHS, THEY RECEIVED
NOTICE OF THE LONG-AWAITED APPOINTHMENT

AND THINGS COULD MOVE FORWARD,

To START, WHILE THE APPLICATION WAS BEING
PROCESSED, THE FAMILY COULD ReECEIVE AN
ALLOWANCE AS ASYLUM SEEFERS.

CHomp !

IT WASN'T THE HEIGHT OF LUNURY, BUT IT

'T" HMEANT THEY COULD EAT THEIR FILL AGAIN,

232




AND THEN THEY STARTED LOOKING FOR A
NEW PLACE TO STAY, A5 LIVING CONDITIONS
AT THE MOTEL WERE VERY DNFFICULT,

WiTH THE HELP OF A REFUGEE AID ASSOCIATION,
THEY FOUND A ROOM IN A WOMAN'S HOUSE,

At

v, A
|

e e

S ek e =t
THERE ARE, IN FACT, PEOPLE WHO

VOLUNTEER TO TAKE IN REFUGEES,

HAKIM AND HIS FAMILY WERE BOTH HAPPY
AND NERVOUS: THEY WOULD Be LiVING
WITH SOMEONE THEY DIDN'T KNOW.

G=

AND THEY
KNEW NOTHING ABOUT
EUROPEANS' WAY OF LIFE,

ALTHOUGH THE EARLY DAYS REGQUIRED A BIT OF
ADARPTING, THEY QUICKLY BECAME FRIENDS WIiTH
CATHERINE.

THIS PERIOD WAS VERY
REWARDING FOR THEM,

-

AND FOR CATHERINE, A5 WELL, TO THIS DAY,

THEY REMAIN IN CONTACT AND CATHERINE
TAKES HADI TO THE Z00.
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AS THE ASSOCIATION THAT HANAGES PLACEMENTS
WITH HOST FAMILIES LIMITS STAYS TO ONE
HMOMTH iN THE SAME PLACE®* THEY THEN 3
HAD To MOVE TO A NEW HOUSE. iy,

THIS TiMg, THEY WERE WOSTED 8Y FABIEN
A GREAT NAMED, A MAN IN HiS SIXTIES WHO
FREQUENTLY TOOK IN REFUGEES FROM ALL
OVER THE WORLD

To LFWT THE SURDEN O TR HOST FASRLES.

THERE, TOO, THEY HAD TO MAKE SOME
ADJUSTHENTS TO THEIR NEW WAy OF LIFE,
BUT THINGS WENT VERy WELL AND FABIEN,
TOO, BECAME A FRIEND OF THE FAMILy

THEN, IN APRIL 2016, THE ASSOCIATION FOUND

O

THEM A STUDID APARTMENT IN TOWN,

THEY HANDLED A PORTION OF THE RENT, AND
HAKIM AND NAJHEH CONTRIEUTED €Z00/MONTH,

THIS WAS A VERY SIGNIFICANT STeEP IN THEIR
LIVES. HAVING A PLACE TO LIVE MEANT STARTING
TO PUT DOWN ROOTS,




=~ | [iT was LiKke THE SKy WAS STARTING TO CLEAR,

AND IT WAS DURING THIS TIME THAT HAKIM
AND HADI WERE GRANTED REFUGEE STATUS.

L

EVEN THOUEH THEY STILL HAD A LOT TO DO

i
1

e

AND HADI WAS ABLE To START SCHOOL
N LATE 2076, o

1

|
8

HAKIM WAS FINALLY ABLE TO START GETTING ON
WITH HIS LiFE, WITH Hi5 FAMiLy,

ITA
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AND IT WAS DURING THIS TiME THAT A GRAPHIC
MNAOVELIST CAME KNOCKING ON HIS DOOR,
. i

L]
HELLO, HAKIM,
I FABIEN,

Lah owToubmz 2019










EPILOGUE

A few weeks after our last interview, in February 2018, Hakim and his family were given a place in low-cost
housing. This marked their crossing into one of the final stages of their odyssey.

However, they still have a ways to go. Learning French is arguably the most significant challenge. The
language is the key to employment and integration . . .

Today, Hakim understands it quite well and speaks it capably. But despite the classes he's taken since
his arrival, he doesn’t speak it well enough to get a stable job at a company.

As he puts it: “When you've been through what | have, it's not like you're a “typical’ student. In order to
learn, you have to feel well, and it took me a long time to really put myself back together after my journey.”

A bit like he did during his journey, trying to stay ready for anything, Hakim decided to do what he could
while waiting for something better to come along,

He's become a self-employed entrepreneur and divides his time between providing gardening services
to individuals and going to markets to sell Syrian culinary specialties that he makes with Najmeh. They're
not living in poverty, but by the end of the month things can get tough, which they illustrate with a laugh:
“We know the prices of various items down to the penny—that says it all.”




By the time we finished our interviews, the hardest thing for Hakim to deal with was not so much his drop
in social status (which he had gotten used to) as it was his loneliness.

Today, two years later, he has managed to integrate a little further and has made a few French friends,
though not enough. He's resigned to it and tells himself that, in any case, it will never be like it was in
Syria. Here, again, he puts things in perspective: “Ultimately, the important thing is that we're safe.”

If Hakim had to make this journey again, he'd do it without hesitation. Especially when he thinks of his
children and their future.

And what about Hadi? You may be wondering how he's doing. How did he recover from his grand journey
across Europe?

As of this writing, Hadi is six years old, and Hakim doesn't think he remembers their odyssey.
Or at least, he hasn't spoken to Hakim about it yet.

Hakim has decided to bring it up with him next year.

| should note that the journey has left its traces on him, psychologically speaking.

In Turkey, Hadi often went to the beach with his parents, and he loved it.

Since reaching France, he's been very afraid of water.

Following counseling with a therapist, he's started to open up, but for a very long time he didn’t commu-
nicate with adults or with the children at school.

Today, he is in first grade, he has friends in his class, and everything is going well. “Hadi even gets invited
to birthday parties,” Hakim told me happily. "He'’s thrilled!”
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Hakim has built a very strong relationship with his son: “Sometimes when | see him playing, | feel a wave
of joy and sadness come over me—it's very strange.”
“I hug him and tell him how much | love him and how happy | am to be here with him.”

Hakim’s second son, Sébastien (born in France during the time of our interviews), is now three years
old and has started kindergarten.
“He’s very good in class,” Hakim told me proudly. “Like Hadi!" he added. “My sons are great students!”

| speak of Sebastien as his second son because the year 2020 saw the arrival of a third: Anwar. “Najmeh
would love to have another, to try for a daughter, but I'm not sure | want more kids. And what if we have
another boy, haha!”

Although integration is relatively difficult for Hakim, he feels that his children are becoming more French
than Syrian.

“Hadi's always saying ‘merci/de rien’ . .. for everything!”

“Just this morning, | gave him some cake, he said ‘merci’ and then he scolded me because | didn't say
‘de rien’ back, haha! Which is very French!”

Hakim hopes that, despite everything, when it comes to their relationships with family and friends, his
children will stay in touch with their Syrian side.

Among all of Hakim's siblings, two are now abroad (one brother is in Germany and another in Austria)
and five have remained in Syria with his mother. They still live in his old neighberhood, which is almost
completely destroyed and where the elderly, women, and children now make up 90% of the population.

They are safe for now, as the fighting has moved to other parts of Syria. But life is difficult there, because
everything is very expensive; Hakim tries to help by sending them money when he can,

One of his sisters gave birth to a disabled child. He's paralyzed.
The doctors say it's because of the chemical weapons the regime used while his sister was pregnant.



Do you remember Jawad, Hakim's brother who disappeared after one of the protests (see Book 1)7
Hakim told me that he was recently released after seven years in prison, during which time everyone
thought he was dead.

“| talked to him recently on the phone, He's changed a lot because what he went through was very hard.
He's afraid of everything. He's seeing a therapist to try to get better.”

Hakim has also received updates from some of the people he met throughout his journey:

His cousin Mahmud, with whom he started his nursery, moved to Austria. He got
married and had kids. He's doing well there and has even managed to start a new
nursery.

Ghazi, the friend who hosted Hakim in Beirut, ended up leaving
Lebanon. It was becoming difficult for Syrian nationals to live
there, given the risk of arrest by Hezbollah. Today he lives in
Norway. He's married to a Syrian woman and has a son.

Zahed, his friend from Antalya, ended up going back to Syria. He never managed
to raise the money he needed to start the business he dreamed of, and he couldn't
make enough to survive in Turkey. Today he lives in central Damascus, a relatively
safe part of Syria.
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His aunt and uncle who hosted him in Amman are still there.
They continue to live off odd jobs and are hoping that their lot will improve.

" His cousin Omar, the Michael Jackson fan, seems to have finally figured out how
to talk to girls, because he has a kid now!

As for the pharmacist Nihad and his family, who accompanied Hakim for a large portion of his journey,
they are now in Germany, in Dortmund.
They've been granted refugee status and hope to resume their lives in this new country.
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You may also be wondering what Hakim thinks of Hakim's Odyssey!

“It's good! It's good!” he told me in a very artificial tone.

Sensing my disappointment at his somewhat half-hearted response, he explained: “| tried to read i,
but it's a little tricky with my level of French, haha! Anyway, a lot of my friends have bought it and they
tell me it's great.”

“And Najmeh and | also monitor comments online to see what people are saying about it.*”

“In any case, it's a great way to show people who we refugees really are.”

Finally, | asked Hakim how he saw his future,

I'll leave him with the last word: “I miss my family and friends very much. My nursery too . ... | put so much
energy into it, but hey, it's probably been destroyed by now, like a lot of things in Syria.

But at this point the idea of returning to live there seems impossible to me.

As long as Bashar al-Assad is in power, it's too risky for me.

So we're going to stay in France.

We've started putting down new roots here: it would be hard for the kids to go back to a country they
don't know.

France has really made us feel welcome. The vast majority of the French are very nice, very friendly.
We've gotten a lot of support.

And | haven't really had bad experiences because of my background or my refugee status.

At some point I'd like to start a new nursery here and do the work that | love.

But there's still a long way to go to get there, because it takes a lot of money,

And before that | have to improve my French.

But the most important thing is that Hadi, Sébastien, and Anwar are happy and well, whether that's here
or in Syria,

Because everything | did, | did for my children.

I'm so happy when | hear Hadi talking to me about school, and his friends . ..

Remember when we first met, | said | was telling you my story for Hadi, so he'll know where we come
from, what we went through.

Eventually, when my children are old enough to understand, | will have them read your book.

And | hope they will be proud of us, and where they come from."

Bordeaux, January 2020

*50 | would kindly ask that you leave only glowing comments, thank you (editor’s note).
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UNHCR

The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR)* believes that the refugee issue must be treated as a glo-
bal concern, and Hakim’s story reminds us that our attention must be focused on the things that really
matter: dignity, rights, and humanity.

Many thanks to Hakim and his family for sharing their story of hardships and dangers, to Fabien Toul-
mé for putting all his talent into listening to this family, and to Delcourt for publishing this moving and
hopeful story.

Let us never forget those who have lost their lives in exile, in the Mediterranean and elsewhere, and all
those who have had to leave everything behind in order to survive and who now triumph, every day, in
the face of adversity.

This essential account ties in with the ongoing commitment of UNHCR and its partners to provide help
and lasting solutions to the most vulnerable,

The sheer number of people who have been forced to relocate is one of the greatest challenges of our
time. We can face it, but only if we act together.

Vincent Cochetel, UNHCR Special Envoy for the Central Mediterranean Situation

*More information at hitps://www.unhor.org
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