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AlX-EN-PROVENCE, JULy 2017

HAVE A HEETING
WITH HAFIH,




M 50 EXCITED THAT |
FINALLY GET TO MEET HIM

)

TIHE THAT yOU'VE

AFTER ALL THIS
WORKED WITH HiM,

|

TS TRAUE., USUALLY
YOU'RE STILL AT SCHOOL
WHEN | 50 SEE HiM,

AN

AIEES

Y

\

BUT NOW IT'S SUMMER BREAK

N

¥OU CAN'T COMPLAIN
IF IT TAKES TOO LONG AND
¥YOU GET BORED, OK?

WELL TALK FOR AN HOUR
OR TWO. iLL BE RECORDING,
S0 yoU CAN'T INTERRUPT

WELL, ILL TAKE THIS AS AN
CPPORTUNITY TO REMIND yOU WHO
HAKIM 15 AND WHAT HAPPENED
TO HiM iN THE FIRST BOOK..



| HET Hid A LITTLE L5355 THAN A yEAR

AGO THROUEH A JOURNALIST FRIEND. | WANTED THE PERSPECTIVE OF A REFUGEE 50 THAT |

COULD UNDERSTAND AND SHARE A STORy THAT POLITICIANS,

Ll THE MEDIA, AND THE PUBLIC WOULD OTHERWISE OVERLOOK,

STORIES, AND FATES CAN'T BE ENCOMPASSED By

A EINGLE DETACHED WORD LIKE "REFUGEE" HAKIM IS THE OLDEST OF 9 CHILDREN, HE AND Hi5

FAMIiLy LIVED IN A SUBURB SOUTH OF DAHASCUS

' THEYRE HUMAN BEINGS, AND THEIR JOURNEYS,

T OuT AT

HE LIKED iT S0 MUCH THAT,
WHEN HE (rREW UF, HE
STARTED WIS OWN NURSERY
WITH HI5 COUSIN MANMUD,

Wis BUSINESS
TooK OFF QUICKLY,




L

| BUT PEACEFUL PROTESTS AGAINST THE COUNTRY'S DICTATORIAL ! '. ‘ ‘

REGHE BEGAN SHORTLY AFTER THE WORK WAS FINISHED,

Ay rmwwmmm_j D T
WAS ARRESTED

1 HE WAS HELD I PRISON FOR THREE WEEMS BEFORE BEMNG RELEASED.

L== — ’ wr

WHEN HE GOT OUT, HE DISCCVERED
THAT HiS NURSERY HAD BEEN

ARADUALLY SANK
INTO CIVIL WAR. HIS APARTHENT
WAS DESTROYED IN A BOMEING.

L L

RLF )

FEARING FOR HIS SAFETY,
HAKIH DECIDED TO LEAVE
SyRiA, ALONE, UNTIL THE
SITUATION CALMED DOWN

A PROTEST. (HE REMAINS
HISSING TO THIS DAy
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GIVEN THE YOUNG COUPLE'S PRECARIOUS I

=lz| SITUATION, THIS MADE THINGS REALLY DIFFICULT,

NATHENS PARENTS WERE ALSO HAYING TROUBLE
FINDNG WORK, S0 THEY ALL DECIED TO HOVE
To ISTANBUL, A CITy THAT SEEMED TO OFFER

MORE OPPORTUNITIES THAN ANTALYA,
":".
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i DON'T GET
WATCH TV

AND | COMPLAIN

WH

[ W aAwayveis. |

AND THAT'S WHERE WE FiNISHED
TiME i T, To HAKIM.

l

[ HAKIM'S A REAL SUPERHERD, i.




“THIS ISN'T LIVING IT'S LIKE WE'RE ALREADY DEAD"



i S0 HE LIVES HERE? '

YEF.

5 IING =
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i s NICE, | HELLO,
FABIEN,
I GUESS | THOUGHT
REFUGEES HAD TO | |
LIVE iN TENTS. £

_a

SOME DO, UNFORTUNATELY,

BUT EVERY REFUGEE HAS A oy

DIFFERENT STORy, AND THATS MM, THAT
EXACTLY WHY | WANTED TO SMELLS

TELL ONE OF THESE STORIES. GOOD.

TiHE youU WERE HERE | PROMISED

REMEMBER, FABIEN, THE LAST
I'D BAKE YOU SOMETHING,







: iLL CHAN iT Ti
AND YOU'VE DRAWN NAJHEN ] “Lﬁmmﬁfﬁ:*fsai
LIKE SHE'S A NUN. = (s -

OH NO, iT'§ FINE, DON'T
'I|
%

WORRY ABOUT IT,

i

yoOU KNOW, WHERE WE
COME FROH, IT'S CONSIDERED

RUDE TO REFUSE FOOD,

WOULD You LIKE SoMe MoRe? | TN
NGO THAMKES! I b

FOR US, IT'S THE OPPOSITE,
EVEN IF yOU WANT HMORE,
woU DON'T TAKE IT.

P\

S0.. DO yoU WANT
MHORE OR NOT?
HAKA, | KNOW ITS
GQUITE STRANGE!

BUT N THIS CASE
i REALLY AM FULL.

I\

AND | WANT TO HEAR
THE WEXT PART r
OF YOUR STORY

L _f' T




YES, RIGHT! LET'S GET TO iT!

ABDERRAHIM HAD FOUND A BiG HOUSE
iN THE MIDDLE OF THE CiTy, iN A VERY
TOURISTY AREA NEAR THE BLUE FMOSQUE,
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HERE, HAKIM, GRAB THIS
SUITCASE FOR ME, PLEASE,

i

L.i-r EVEN HAS ITS

OwN BATHROOM, J}
|
|

I'M GONNA LET IN SOME
FRESH AR, iTS HOT iN HERE..
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i WAS AMAZED By iSTANSUL
ITS Size, ITS HUSTLE AND BUSTLE.

AND ABOVE ALL ITS PEOPLE:
TONS OF FOREIGN TOURISTS

(FROM EUROPE, THE GULF STATES, ETC).

IT WAS DIFFERENT
FROM ANTALYA,
WHICH WAS
ALSO A TOURIST

“ DESTINATION, BUT
- MAINLY FOR TURKS, )

IT WAS LIKE AN INTERLUDE, A RESPITE.
WE FELT A LITTLE LIKE WE WERE
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MITE & GARDEN KipS CLUB

DD yOU SeEE

THOSE PRICES?
HOW ARE WE GONMA
Kﬁﬂ‘mﬂ A STROLLERMN
‘
(s

(i ee s oma)
—~

THATS HORE THAN 3 TiHES

WHAT IT COSTS AT THE STORE. ]

YEAH, BUT ON THE STREETS
THAT'S WHAT WE CHARGE,

] ] [ I




[i wave v ipean]

g TO EARN SOME MONEY,
M GONNA SELL BOTTLED
WATER ON THE STREET!

i

-
YOU THINK ITLL WORK, WiTH ALL THESE
VENDORS ALREADY OUT HERE?

DOESN'T SEeM LIKE THE
IDEA OF THE CENTURY

Li IL—-IU{W uuu [y

i
! i HAVE TO THINK ABOUT T,

[T_ ohY
Mi THINK IT'LL WoORK, |
i
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50 1 DD SOME MARKET RESEARCH..
| EMiN iNSAAT VE EMiLAK

I STUDIED THE AREA,

i COMPARED THE CROWDS ON DIFFERENT STREETS,

.




AND A FEW DAYS LATER, | GOT STARTED
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THAN | PAID FOR THEM, AND FOR MUCH LESS THAN
OTHER STREET VENDORS,
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i ¢OT ST UP oN A MAJOR STREET i SolD My BOTTLES FOR JUST A LTTLE MORE
NEAR THE BLUE MOSQUE,

BESIDES, BECAUSE | SPOKE ARABIC

AND A LITTLE ENGLISH, IT WAS EASIER
FOR Mg TO DRAW TOURISTS,
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| ALL THis FROM SELLING BOTTLED WATER? |

EVERY DAY AFTER THAT, | WENT BALK,

|

| TIARNCA DI

| COULD TELL | WAS ANNOYING THE OTHER
STREET VENDORS, BUT THEY DiDN'T SAy
ANYTHING TO HME.
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ENOUGH, AT LEAST, FOR NAJMEN TO BE ABLE
To 60 TO THE DOCTOR.

[

1' THE BABY iS DOING VERY WELL. j

AND iT5 A Boyl |

WE WERE HAPPIER TO HEAR THIS THAN WE WERE
WHEN WE'D REALIZED NAJHMEH WAS PREGNANT

NOT BECAUSE IT WAS A Boy B0y OR GIRL,
i DIDN'T CARE EITHER WAY) BUT BECAUSE
WE WERE NOW iN A BETTER SiTUATION.

OF COURSE, | KNEW OUR SITUATION WAS STILL
PRECARIOUS, BUT i TOLD MySELF WED BE ABLE
TO PAY FOR THE BIRTH AND HAVE OUR
BABY IN SOMEWHAT oK CIRCUMSTANLCES.
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THE DAYS PASSED AND AUTUMN ARRIVED..

WHAT ARE YOU DOING UP SO EARLY? |

: e
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i M THINKING..

s

w!=
f'rar'-" ABDERRAHIM s-m.:.
:) =  WADN'T FOUND

\
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GETTING TO HiM,

AS FOR HME, BUSINESS WAS STILL GOING
FAIRLY WELL, DEPENDING ON THE DAY
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i BE ToUGH WiTH
/ i /; THIS RAIN,
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iN THIS ZONE, ALL STREET VENDORS AND THi-_E EHPI-D-}"ER H&S T
MUST HAVE AN EMPLOYER. HAVE PERMISSION FROM CiTy HALL
4 To SELL oW THE STREET.,
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4 iF YOURE NOT WORKING

FOR ANYONE, yOU CAN'T
BE OUT HERE SELLING,

LISTEN, USUALLY WETD
| HAVE TO CONFISCATE YOUR
MERCHANDISE, BUT WELL

LET IT &0 THIS TiME.

WE ALL THOUGHT yoU HAD
AN ARRANGEMENT WITH

i MANAGED
To WORK
THINGS OUT
WITH THEM, BUT
I STILL DECIDED

To sTop__jj

o GET OUT OF h ANYWAY, THE GooD
HERE, NOW! N DAYS WERE ENDING, AND
\\‘ — q1p | WAS SELLING LESS..
_— et i |1 ] | I |




iN THE WEEKS THAT FOLLOWED, | MAINLY WORKED
AS A GUIDE FOR TOURISTS FROM THE GULF

D A

By DECEMBER I'D MANAGED
TO SAVE A LITTLE GVER 32000,
WHICH WAS THE COST OF CHILDBIATH,

| | L =

W

TADAI NOW WERE
READY FOR THE BAEw 1

» 0
~

EEFORE THE
BIRTH.

7 ¢ Il

M A LTTLE |
NERVOUS, |

S |

THE NEXT DAY..

yOouU OK?F NOT iN Too MUCH PAIN?

Medical Center |

g ]

FINE.,




WE'LL HAVE TO
DO A C-SECTION.

|

I' SiR, YOU ARE NOT

UNDERSTANDING HE.

ma

WE HAVE TO DO H C-SECTION I'-l'ﬂh"

S0 oUR SoM
WAS BORN
THAT VERY
DAY,

} UH.. LISTEN, i HAVE TO SEE t

iF WE CAN AFFORD THAT,

THE PROBLEM WAS THAT A C-SELCTioN
WOULD CoST ALHOST TWileE AS MUCH
AS A NATURAL BIRTH. WE DIDN'T
REALLY HAVE THE BUDGET FOR IT.

[

WHAT'S
HAPPEHJH&?

IL'I-.I'H.-'LT-S- WRONG? J

E CALL THE

NURSE.
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HOME AFTER THREE DAYS, 8UT HOSPAITAL, AND WE HAD TO BUy
THERE WERE COMPLICATIONS AND BLOOD FOR HER TRANSFUSIONS,
SHE LOST A LOT oF 8loob.

NAJHEH WAS SUPPOSED TO COME [ SHE MAD TO STAY LONGER iN THE I

ﬁﬁrﬁ

AND WHEN SHE COULD FiNALLY ]

COME HOME, SHE STILL
NEEDED ADDITIONAL CARE.

i T
. |
AT THE END OF IT ALL, THE BIRTH COST THANKFULLY, ABDERRAHIM
TWICE A5 MUCH MONEY AS WE WAD LEFT. HELPED US OUT ONCE AGAIN,

To THIS DAY, JUST
LIKE WiTH THE DOWRY
AND COUNTLESS OTHER
THINGS HE'S HELPED
US WITH, i HAVEN'T
PAID HiM BACK,

G [ ]
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/@ | wor ver. |




HADIS ARRIVAL WAS A MAJOR STEP IN OUR
LIVES, g

Il
i'Ll S5€E iIFi CAN
GET THROUGH TO """-I
RlliNS ZIIINE .z

I3V /




i FELT THAT, JUST LIKE Mg, My FAMILY
WAS A LITTLE SAD NOT To BE THERE
FOR THIS STEP iN OUR LIVES,

AR

TeLL HME,

HowW ARE THINGS
AT HOME?

ALAAAA A
THE WHOLE FAMILY

WE WENT BACK TO OUR oLD
NEIGHBORNOOD, EVERYTHING iN DOWNTOWN
DAMASCUS i5 MUCH TOO EXPENSIVE,

ISN'T THAT KIND OF RiSKy? L

|
iy

V¥ /2

F it il
THERE ARE BOHBINGS, BUT THERE
ARE SHELTERS WE (AN &0 TO,

NOW THAT OUR OLD

WHERE ARE YOU LIVING
BUILDING'S DESTROYED™

SEAE DO 4

G_uu JAWAD?

)

‘ y
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AS WINTER ST IN, THERE WERE A LOT FEWER I TRIED TO THINK WHAT | WAS GOING
TOURISTS, -S-EI i CC:IIJI.E"-«I'T WORK AS A GUIDE. TO DO TO MAKE MONEY.

El==

"‘,J..-—

'l‘l'_
— WHAT CAN | |
GET YOU? I ,'r




WHEN yOU HAVE TO SUPPORT YOUR FAMILY,
BREAKING THE RULES EECOMES MORE TEMPTING.

o |[HEE

YOURE iN SURVIVAL MODE.

| BASCILAR GIDA 41
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iN FIVE HMINUTES,
OF THOSE, THE THREE UMBRELLAS
PLEASE! iD PURCHASED WERE S0LD,




i STARTED SELLING THEM EVERY TIME IT ____

RAINED. —-__l_——-———_'__

/

= i WELL? HOW ARE I == e
THINGS GOING? “ it
X L,
!:l Fal e
/
—1
T " AITTER N
o ST 'T'_' ff PATTEF: PEIF 1
22 ' e pROPLAS
£ !

SINGING AN OLD NURSERy RHYME, THINKING iT
MiGHT HELP ME SELL MORE UMBRELLAS, HAHA!




ONE HMORNING, | BOUGHT THIRTY UMBRELLAS. FOR ME, THIS WAS A Big INVESTHENT,

W
| BASLILAR GIVA 14 ‘\.\ AN
. - -

=l =
— BUT THINGS WERE GOING 50 WELL.

DIDN'T WE TELL wOU NOT
To COME BACK HEREM

THIS TiME, THEY DIDN'T LET HE OFF WiTH A
WARNING.

I" I-:i ﬁ'}f: IJ,' |




|
CANT 9
Prilanris you HAVE To FIND |

THIS, HAKIM! A REAL JoB,

{ Nagren is RiGHT. |

S ir's Too Risky. J

o

WHO KNOWS, yOU COULD END UP BACK
iN PRISON, OR GET DEPORTED,
L [ [ i LT 4

oN THE ROAD TO THE AIRPORT,
i SAW THERES A BiG CONSTRUCTION SIiTE.

[ BUT i KNow NOTHING ABOUT CONSTRUCTION. |

AND WHAT DO yOU KNOW ABOUT

INDUSTRIAL CLEANING, HAKIM?

{youRe GirTen, HaKin |

—
’ﬁ (
AN

] 3 E =

BUT iI'M No GOOD

\1

FOR ANYTHING NOW.,

m—




SEE THAT BiG
GUy OVER THERE?




BeFoRe? |

{You EVER WCRKeED IN CONSTRUCTION
NO,




[ DEAL WiTH THIS GUy. |

THAT FIRST DAY, THEY GAVE Mg
VERY SIMPLE TASKS TO DO,




THE COMPANY | WAS WORKING FOR WAS
SUBCONTRACTING FOR A BiG CORPORATION
THAT WAS BUILDING A HOUSING
nE'ufE.r_u::PnEM'-l‘.j

i

o~

|

COULD DO ALRIGHT FOR MySELF, HE STARTED

AFTER A FEW DAYS, THE BOSS SAW THAT |
GiViING ME HORE COMPLICATED TASKS.

vou REALLY ARE J

A TALENTED MAN, HAKIM!
ﬂ‘%

==

w l\ii;:\ -mu..r,;; JHF"HrES.SED. l] \

EVERY
THE wou DO
SOMETHING NEW,
you LEARN
AND PROGRESS
E S50 QUICK Lyt )

yoU KNOW, BEFORE | STARTED WRITING
COMICS, | USED TO WORK IN CONSTRUCTION,

~—— WHAT DID
you Do?

pu

I WAS AN ENGINEER.

—IEa

—3 [ OH REALLY?

BECAUSE TS WHAT I'VE WANTED
T DO SNCE | WAS A KID.
il | 1 M | | I !




BUT ENGINEERS MAME A LOT
OF MONEY, DON'T THEY?

i WAS LITTLE,
BEFORE DECIDING 1 |,
WANTED TO HAVE [
A NURSERY, | USED
TO DREAM OF
BECOMING A TV OR |
RADIO ANNOUNCER. |

fD EVEN PRACTICE WITH A STICK, HAHA!

HELLD AND WELCOME ¥
TO HAKIM'S TV STUDIOM

ol

o

-

AND BACK WHEN My NURSERY WAS
DoiNG WELL, i'D OFTEN G0 oN A RADIO
SHOW To TALK ABOUT PLAMNTS,

Z
-'1/{

WoW, HONTY DON SHOULD HAVE
yOU ON GARDENMERS WORLD!

| wwar's THarz |




-
PUT THE BOOTS ON,
YOU'RE SWITCHING To

| THE CEMENT TEAM,

_ﬂ' WAS STRENUOUS BUT NaT
COMPLICATED. iT WASN'T ROCKET SCIENCE!




BUT | SPENT THE DAY STANDING iN FRESH AFTER A FEW DAYS OF THAT, i HAD
CONCRETE, AND SOME GOT iN My BOOTS. SEVERE BURNS ON My LOWER LEGS.

| WHAT'S GOING ON, NEW GUy?

—_

= =1 THINK yoU'RE AT THE BEACH?

ITS JUST THAT
I GOT BURNED,

WOLULD you
BeE ABLE TO GiVE
ME THE MONEY
FOR THE DAYS
iI'VE WORKED
S0 FAR?

|

IT KURTS
TOO HUCH,
I HAVE TO
FO TO THE
DOCTOR.

S0 | CAN AFFCRD
THE VISIT?




I DIDN'T WANT TO BLOW UP AT My BOSS,
50 | LEFT WITHOUT A WORD

[ WHAT's wRoNg, RARrt? Ji
-

80

JUST DOGS

WE'RE TRULY
TO THEM!

WE HAVE NOTHING To HoPe FOR Here. |




DON'T SAy THAT, [_ BUT iTS TRUEN
ABDERRAHIM! &




M JUST AN OLD MAN GOING AROSUND
iN CIRCLES. LL NEVER FIND A JOB,

WAIT L-CIMEER WE'LL HAYE NOTHING

WE STILL HAVE SOME SAVINGS. IF WE
- )| LeFT. wels END UP ON THE STREET,

[]
LET'S USE THE MONEY WE J

HAVE LEFT TO PAY FOR HE TO
GET TO ANOTHER COUNTRY

N

ONCE I'M SETTLED THERE,
iLL BRING yOU OVER,

WHEN | WAS YOUNGER, | WENT
TO VISIT My BROTHERS WHO
WERE STUDYING THERE.

o

]
lFEFEAHAHTTLEFHEHﬂ{
I

| i couo work. |

r&mHﬁr COVER THE -S-EA-
AND ACROSS EUROPE?

TN




WE HAVE SOME SAVINGS LEFT, PLUS A
FRIEND iN DAMASCUS WHO CAN HELP ME PAY

CETATE
s ]

DON'T DO THIS, DAD,
IT'S DANGEROUS!! 50
Ay

s
;0 0%

o

.r, -P. "

AEDERRANIM!

[THJ.S i5 CRAZY,

IT'S NOT LiKE
CROSSING A BORDER
IN A CAR!

I'VE GIVEN IT A LOT
OF THOUGHT, AND THIS

[}

i5 OUR BEST OPTION,

II{L.E,

En'Haﬂt i LEAYE NOW, oR
WERE DOOMED TO STAY
HERE iN POVERTY

m H i

MORE AND MORE MIGRANTS ARE ARRIVING
IN TURKEY, WHICH WILL MAKE THINGS HARD.

i'M NOT SURE
THE TURKS WILL
CONTINUE TO EE
50 WELCOMING,

TS5 GOiNG
TO FET HARDER
TO FIND WORK,
EVEN UNDER

AND WE'LL H'A"Iul"E A MUCH H.I'LRDER TiMeE
LEAVING IF THINGS GET UGLY H'EHE_

ABDERRAHIM WAS RIGHT. THINGS WERE
LOOKING BLEAK HERE, AND HE ULTIMHATELY
CONVINCED US,




PREPARATIONS FOR
ABDERRANIMS JOURNEY TOOK
ABOUT A MONTH, |

AND ONE DAY
i

HERE ARE YOUR
DOCUMENTS AND TICKETS,

} you LEAVE

iS5 THERE A CHAMNCE
L BE CAUGHT?

| ves, iT CouLo HappeN. |

YOUR SKIN IS5 REALLY
QUITE LiGHT,

i '-II : ) '| I"l.
150\
1 AT CUSTOMS, ACT CASUAL
WHEN yoOU &GivE THEHM

YOUR PASSPORT, AND
DON'T SAy A WORD.
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ABDERRAHIH LEFT IN FEBRUARY 2014

ILL CALL AS
SOON AS | CANI

DEPARTURI

WE WERE WORRIED BUT ALSO HOPEFUL.

|

BE CAREFUL AT CUSTOMS, DAD,

—

TLL BE ALRiGHT, L/

M SURE OF IT,
i

DON'T woU WANT TO WAIT
FOR yOUR WOUNDS TO HEAL?

I CAN'T AFFORD

)

THE WHOLE FAMILY'S
DEPENDING ON ME NOW.

!
|i|
(L1 I ey

e,
e,







THE CEMENT TEAM i57 |

[ 1L 752

L THAT COMPANY'S GONE, }"7_‘%

I GUESS THE BOSS RAN
OFF TO GREECE WITH
ALL THE MONEY.

J

NOT ONLy DiD | NO LONGER
HAVE A JOB, BUT | WOULDN'T
EVEN GET PAID FOR THE
DA¥S | HAD ALREADY

| 15“

LUCKILy, ABDERRAHIM HAD LEFT
US THE CAR, AND | EARNED A BIT
OF HMONEY A5 A CAB DRIVER.

NAJMEH AND MWER MOTHER

STARTED MAKING CAKES,

WHICH THEY SOLD AROUND
THE NEIGHEORHOOD,

WE FiNALLY HEARD FROM ABDERRAHIM
NEARLY A HMONTH AFTER HE'D LEFT.




TELL US EVERYTHING!

OUR FiNANCIAL SITUATION WAS VERY E.ﬂ.{},
AND WED HAD TO MOVE TO AN APARTHENT
iN A WORKING-CLASS NEIGHBORKOOD
A FEW DAYS EARLIER.

b
%\ SINCE THE APARTHENT WAS
TiNy, WE WERE NOW LiVING

WITH JUST NAJHENW'S MOTHER.
HER SiBLiNGS WERE LIViNG
WITH FAMILY FRIENDS,






IT WAS A PROTEST AGAINST THE CURRENT
GOVERNMENT, i

Y

AFTER THE DEATH OF A TEEN Bdy

DURING AN ANTI-ERDOGAN PROTEST iN
2013, HED BEEN WOUNDED By THE POLICE
AND HAD FALLEN INTO A COMA

iT REMINDED ME A BIT OF THE BEGINNING OF
THE ARAB SPRING IN SyRiA, AND | HoPeD |
WOULDN'T HAVE TO RELIVE THE SAME EVENTS,

AND, iN A TURN OF EVENTS THAT WAS SURELY
RELATED, THINGS BeCAMeE VERY TENSE IN QUR
NEIGHBORHOOD,

E—//\ '

N ESPECIALLY AGAINST SyRIANS,

AS ALWAYS, WHEN PEOPLE ARE POOR AND THINGS
ARE GOING BADLY FOR THEM, THEY BLAME iT ON
FOREIGNERS,

| LeT's HeAD BACK nane;_i

LOoK WHAT THEY
DiD TO OUR CARW




WE DIiDN'T HAVE THE MowNey To FiX IT,

'J WELL JUST HAVE
To MAKE EVEN
MORE CAKES!
1 T I

AzRAIE

M LUCKy TO HAVE




A FEW WEEKS LATER, WE &OT A CALL FROM
NAJHEH'S FATHER.




FAMILY REUNIFICATION WiLL
OMLy COVER NABIHA AND yOU,
SINCE YOU'RE UNDER 1B,

i WoN'T LEAVE
WITHOUT THEMH!

=7

THEM, AND

I Not i'M STAYING WiTH l

THAT'S FINALH

WITH WHAT LITTLE MONEY WE HAVE, TWO
OF US WiLL SURVIVE BETTER THAN FOUR.

1 5

= 1 i

WE CAN GET
THINGS READY
FOR THEH To
JaiN us,
&

i L) N Two oR THRee
9. KatieN MONTHS, ITLL BE DONE,

OUR NEW LIVES TOGETHER, I—J‘WK
=< = = W, |




NAJHEN HAD A WARD TiME DECIDING. ' e | Ll

SoniFFl | el T : iFF
Gﬂ”'lai -SwiFp! [ [ <SMNIFR

L
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WELL BE OKAY

—
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.
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A A 77 =]

NAJMEN, HER MOTHER, AND HER TwWoO BROTHERS LEFT IN JUNE,

..l'r
W f
- _,l"

Ij ") / oMLy HER OLDER SISTER WAS STAYING IN TURKEY,

/ ( U\.NG WITH NER HUSBAND WHOM SHED HET -r;rm; _
7 P T 7
H

'..-F'
* o
ALL PASSENGERS
FLYING TO PARIS ARE REQUESTED T GATE G-
TO PROCEED TO THE DEPARTURE GATE -

AT THIS TiME...

IT WAS A VERY SAD DAY.

I




IF IT5 NOT SORTED OUT iN
THREE MONTHS, I COMING BACK.

DON'T WORRY,
- NAJMEH,
b

TICKET CHECKPOINT,




NAJHMEH'S SISTER AND HER HUSEAND CAME BACK
TO THE APARTHMENT WITH ME.

i
rONNA
FEED
HADI,

THEY STAYED TO HELP FOR THAT
FIRST NIGHT,

FEEDING KM
RIGHT WOW.

\ T

IT'5 STRANGE, iIN THE MOMENT | WAS SAD,
BUT iTS LIKE | DiDN'T REALLY REALIZE
WHAT WAS HAPPENING.




IT ALL REALLY HIT ME THE NEXT
HMORNING WHEN THEY LEFT. ——l—"

Eu

|

L=

AND PLEASE,
CALL US IF wou
NEED ANYTHING

AT ALL,

| i WiLL.
H-_-_-'"-_

WAlpryr >

LN

|

WHAT'S &aoiNG

OH DEAR,
ON WITH HiM?

BEFORE SHE LEFT, NAJMEH HAD GIVEN ME EXPLIGIT
INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO TAKE CARE OF HADI,

\—ré l—

WHEN HE
g WI'U"':E& 'UP |-H
i THE MORNING,
]| GIVE HiH HIS

'/{IF

BOTTLE,










I FINALLY FIGURED QUT W AND THAT'S WHEN IT STARTED TO HIT HE.
WHAT WAS WRONG,

u 21 B s o 14 e e emearr
HE NEEDED CHANGING.

WAS THIS REALLY GOING
To TAKE THREE MONTHS?

WHAT IF IT WAS

WHAT IF | COULDN'T
EYER GET TO FRANCE?

WHAT iF | NEVER SAW
NAJHEH AGAIN?



ONE THING WAS CERTAIN: | COULDN'T WORK

AND LOOE AFTER HAD. l

Acelya Silver & &

NAJMEH HAD LEFT TWO GOLD ERACELETS
FOR ME TO SELL

WORTH ENOQUGH TO
COVER My LIVING
EXPENSES FOR A HONTH

My GRANDMOTHER
GAVE THEM TO HE.

| s

{IJ ,.:.i:;ura Silver & GOLD
%

0

W ; J"

[l A

—
——
THOSE FIRST WEEKS WERE VERY TYPICALLY ITS
—“ THE PARENTS WHO HAVE
o TO ADAPT To THEIR BABY S

HARD, | WAS CLEARLY IN NO
L CONDITION TO LOOK AFTER HADV,
o f i

RHYTHM AND SCHEDULE,

r" —. __-—-
1‘4 i
e

< T FOR US, iT WAS THE OPPOSITE.




HADI WENT TO BeD AT THE SAME TiME AS ME

I OFTEN PUT HiM iN FRONT oF THE
TY TO WATCH CARTOONS,

A CHQICE,

HE WENT EVERYWHERE WITH HE, IN ALL KINDS
OF WEATHER. | DIDN'T REALLY MAYE MUCH OF

HE WAS CONSTANTLY
GETTING SICK LiVING LIKE
THIS,

FEVER. !

Emﬁ Eoy, yOU'VE GOT A |

: ;*'-1.

M SORRY YOU HAVE
To 60 THROUGH THIS, V

Ll [ |

NEXT TiHE i
HAVE TO &GO
OUT IN THIS
WEATHER,
FLL FIND
A SITTER
FOR 00U




CRwiNG LIKE
THAT, HAD?

WHY M\.E—}'/ﬂu\q

1
OH My! yOUR BOTTOM
i& COMPLETELY ReD

UNBELIEVABLE!

¢

-

- = 5 -
. i

&él:;ﬁ DIDN'T CHANGE F
YOoU ALL DAyw

- ‘ a-‘ [+ * [+ l d

SHHH._
! FEEL BETTER?

SNJFF’ -

4}@@

FROM NOW O,
FLL ALWAYS
KEEP yOU WITH
ME, HADI,

{ LANG'
NG’P*
" /\Ij vy




‘ CAN YoU SA
:
I Hi To MHA:‘:’
-




iT HAD BEeEN A HONTH AND A HALF SIMNCE
NAJHEH HAD LEFT, AND | WAS ANYIOUS TO
BE BACK WITH HER.

Ear )
-

NOT JUST BECAUSE | MISSED HER S50 MUCH.,

_BUT ALSO BECAUSE | WAS FED UP WITH LIVING SyRIAN “FRIENDS" WERE COMING By MORE
iN THIS AREA. AND MORE OF TEN.
¢y’
J = e \1 T !

THEY LIKED TO USE My APARTHMENT, SINCE SOME OF THEM DIDN'T HAVE ANYWHERE
ELSE TO SLEEP

WELLOMING PEOPLE IN iS5 PART OF OUR
Y. - CULTURE, EVEN WHEN yOU DON'T WANT TO.




BeSIDES, PEOPLE THERE LOVED TO GOSSIP

S

THE OTHER DAY, | HEARD THE iRANIAN
GUy WHO OWNS THE GROCERY STORE

.2

| SAy YOU'RE NOT A MAN

ok 8

&A"‘]

yYOuU LET YOUR WIFE LEAVE,

-

L
1,.\‘&‘\"-."‘.\\ LI

L

\S

| WHAT, DO _yoU AGREE WITH HiM?? |

ﬂgg
e

YOU'RE NOT A BAD HUSBAND,
BUT IT'S TRUE yOU SHOULD

HAVE MADE HER STAY.

OR EVEN GONE WITH HeR! !'

T ™

(-




AT THE END OF JULY NAJHMEH TOLD ME
THAT SHE'D BEEN INSTRUCTED To COME BACK
iN SEPTEMBER FOR HADIS AND My PAPERS.

THEY
CAN'T DO
THAT To

THIS WAS A Bis DEAL. | ONLy HAD ENOUGH
SAVINGS TO GET THROUGM THE END OF AUGUST,

50 | HADE TWE DeCISION
TO MHOVE.,

=
LY
5
=

BUT ALSO S0 i COULD MAKE A BIT OF MONEY
By SELLING SOME OF THE FURNITURE.

\

> Xy O
E ot = '.:!j

i MOVED INTO
A LITTLE STUDIO
APARTMENT
NEXT TO




i TOLD MySELF IT WOULD
Be GooD FOR MADI. Q HERE, LOOK,

Iﬁ’} ;
l@
é [

o
s =i 4 :"

i TRIED TO REFOCUS My LIFE
MORE AROUND HiM,
= e iﬁ.}- ‘1 L

T.I'-l'ﬁ.‘l" BACK THERE, NEXT TO
THE SHOWER, WAS THE LITTLE
'—\;_—,. FCIRTAELE smvs i COOKED ON.
S
wﬁw DD
HMSEHGHFZ
HMH_
See? | STARTED
BRINGING HiM UP RIGHT!

i

TO TAKE IT EASY, BECAUSE

ONE DOLTOR EVEN TOLD Me
HE WAS E—E‘I“‘-I"I"HE FAT, HAHA!

f m_,

I HADE LOTS OF
TAET‘;-' HEALS

FOR HADI :!




AND SEE, HiS CLOTHES
ARE ALL MISHATCHED!

e

—

i WAS GETTING
BETTER AT TAKING
CARE OF HiM, BUT

i STILL WASN'T

AN EXPERT!

1
L WERE iN FRANCE, i FIND THAT

MEN ARE YERY <OO0D FATHERS. J

WD5 VERY WELL,

THEY LOOK AFTER THEIR |

— = ]

{ it perenps |

o

WHEN | USED TO GET My DAUGHTERS
| READY FOR SCHOOL, THEY SOMETIMES
LOOKED A LITTLE STRANGE TOO,

LUCKILY, NOW THAT IM
GROWN UP | CHOOSE
My OWN CLOTHES,

-

P




WE GOT THROUGH AUGUST, AND IN SEPTEMEER
NATHEH WENT N FOR HER NeXT APPOINTHENT,
— A=

£

CAN WE
BlUy OUR PLANE
¥ |

THEY SAID THEY
CAN'T PROCESS
YOUR PAPERWORK,




_—-——___-_

=| can'T Do ANYTHING L_f FOR THIS TYPE OF
THING, YOU WAVE TO

FOR YOU.
60 TO YOUR OWN
—~ COUNTRY'S EMBASSY. |

SORRY, SiR, BUT |

BUT DON'T youU UNDERSTAND?
iIF i GO To THE EMBASSY
OF THE COUNTRY | FLED,

iLL BE ARRESTED AND
SENT BACK THERE. -

WHAT??

THEIR ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES SOMETIMES
SEEMED PRETTYy OUT OF TOUCH WITH REALITY.

AS i LOOKED INTO THINGS MORE, i LEARNED THAT
| COULD GiVE POWER OF ATTORNEY TO A LAWYER
IN DAMASCUS, WHO WOULD SORT THINGS OUT FOR
HE IN SyRIA,

JUST KNoW
THAT iT
COULD TAKE
SOME TiME.

i CAN CERTAINLY DO
THAT FOR you

iN ANy CASE, IT WAS THE ONLy SOLUTION,




WITH ALL THE INQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS,
SEVEN MONTHS HAD ALREADY PASSED SINCE
NAJHEH HAD LEFT,

}m 4

HADI WAS JUST STARTING
O, TO 5AY A FEW WORDS,




NAJMEH'S FAMILY WAS SENDING HE
WHAT THEY COULD, BUT IT WASNT ENOQUGH,

S50 | OFTEN HAD To BORROW HONEY FROM | ey

PEOPLE | KNEW._ C‘ﬂ_}
g

- I :

&




( 'M REALLY SORRY BUT DO
yOU HAVE A LITTLE MONEY
yOU COULD LEND Me?

Ve
F ettt | i prOMiSE iLL PAY yOU &-




|
yES, THAT'S MoMy. |

e




WHEN WE TALKED AGAIN THE NEXT DAY,
SHE TOLD ME HER FAMILy HAD ADVISED HER

I : ‘ p
z
-_-hl—--__-_--
._,..-"'l

THEY SAID iT WAS CRAZY..

i HAD TO ACCEPT THAT HER FAMILY WAS RIGHT, _
: ol

T ————

YES, MOMMyn
HAHA!




AND THEN A FEW WEEKS LATER.

YES, SWEETHEART,
ITS Me,
i HorMy, HAWAI

NAJHEH WAS STAyING FOR TWO MONTHS,

HEE!
HEE!




HIS IS OUR PALACE.

1 T
|.-"-I
I

1/4"_7'%_(.—\:

iT's r::.r-rscj ,_/

A { i
"{I\ AND iTS CLEAN.

ALL THANKS TO HADI'S

®ely
SURPRISE FOR yOoul,

E SEE, HR, CLEANING
KiNG, | HAYE A

I BROUGHT MONEY
TO F-'I'I THE CAR,

YOU'LL E-EZ

"?EQ,
1{‘3

AND MAKE eNOUGH MONEY
To GET By UNTIL you
lf-ﬂl"lE T'ﬂ FHM{E

THEN TLL GET TO WORK_ [

2 |







ONCE THE CAR WAS FIXED UP
i POSTED ADS ONLINE, OFFERING Hy
SERVICES AS A TAXi DRIVER,

AND i GOT BACK To BUSINESS. C

THATLL Be
35 LiRA, PLEASE!

THE DAYS WENT BY




I-"E.I'_.I'.. piv ‘.'-'tll..l' HAVE
A GOOD DAY?

Q

WHAT'S WRONG, NAJHEN? | [ 7D LOVE FOR yOU I £ NO FUTURE HERE, |
To STAy, T0O.
d L-\T iTS BETTER
i DON'T WANT T0 GO iF mu:s-nam:u
BACK TO FRANCE. BUT YOUR FﬁHIL}"l
15 RiGHT. AND TLL J-:wn.f

j’ ?m THERE,
[ ;

g
] COC Ny 2

WOUR VISIT HAS GIVEN ME THE STRENGTH | d——
To HolD oN FOR A FEW MORE WEEKS, ’f

d )




NAJHEM'S DEPARTURE WAS VERY SAD,




A COUPLE OF FRIENDS WERE INVITING Mg
TO HEET THEHM AT A CAFE TO TAKE Hy HIND
OFF THINGS,

[ THAT'S KiND_, l

BUT M NOT SURE
i iN THE RiGHT
PLALE FOR THAT,

COHE ON, WE HAVE SOMEONE WITH US WHOS
TAKING OUR SON TO THE PARK ACROSS THE
STREET. SHE CAN LOOK AFTER HADI TOO.

_ 8]

WERE GONNA GO
TO THE PARK SO
YOU CAN HAVE
SOME FUN, OK?




TO GET THERE
iN THIS TRAFFIC!

ra

l ITLL TAKE FOREVER

My PHONE IN
THE TRUNK,

'] a
¥YES,
i HEAR IT,
— % SWEETIE,
II
5 G )




IT ToOK US ALMOST TWO HOURS TO GET
THERE,

’- Ll-ﬂ'----- .r."
|

& @m

2‘ g

e
"I.I-'-I- 1 ——— 3 - ‘ TMFF"E- WAS -AHFUL.J
N ) = THERE WAS A CRASH,

l'

| -
|II | I|.I:.'."-- | I =
1 ¥4 —_—
]

||;..I| 1

ey | T I

e

{ wiere's your manaz |

AT YOUR HOUSE,

_.-—-"::.._'I f

WELL? HOW'S
EVERYTHING?

. Tl

‘___.___]'_ ITS. ALRIGHT |—
v

ol 2Py
i o

=X

i
THEY WERE
ACTING WEIRD.

SORRY, SOMEONES
BeEeN TRyiNG TO GET
A HOLD OF ME

|




"AMI" USUALLY MEANS UNCLE, BUT NoT
ALWAYS..

YOUR DAD,
HAKIH,

1]) @

} i l
7 [-n‘ ALSO MEANS FATHER-iN-LAW.

2
ﬁ\“@i 4 ng %ﬁ?—,
"~ o
: Eﬂ‘ RS ° oo
5
G uﬂ
~Sle >




WHEN My FAMiLy COULDN'T REACH ME,
THE}"'D CALLED MAJHEHR To TELL HER,

—— X
SHED GOTTEN THE FULL STORY,

THE REGIME KEPT BOMBING OUR

NEIGHBORHOOD IN SOUTHERN DA?ASCUS.

DURING ONE OF THESE BOMBINGS, WHILE —1
My HOTHER AND SIELINGS WENT TO SEEXK
REFUGE IN A SHELTER, My FATHER
DECIDED HE‘I; _R.H.THEH STAY BeHIND,

\J Il g

JUST AFTER My FAMILY LEFT,
A BOHMB FELL ON THE BUILDING,




STAY AT OUR
PLACE FOR
A FEW DA¥S.

WELL
HELP yOU.

WE SAW ON FACEEOOK
THE NAMES OF THE
r VICTIMS OF THE
LATEST BoMBING.
/ /

YOUR LAST
NAME WAS ON IT.

" [
[ core with us, HAKin Mf*

¥OU KNEW ABOUT My
FATHER, DIDN'T you?

WE DION'T KNOW iT | come, LeT's Go. |
WAS YOUR FATHER.

<
V

Ol

NO THANKS, ID
RATHER BE ALONE,




DEPRESSED. —// l

-

=

THIS WAS UNDOUETEDLY ONE OF THE
WORST PERIODS OF My LIFE, AND
THERE WAS STILL MORE TO COME.




i TRIED CALLING My FAMILY TO FiND OUT i STAYED HOLED UP iN THE APARTHENT

MORE, BUT i COULDN'T GeT THRoueH | | FOR A COUPLE OF WEEKS.
TO THEM. e

6op S || [E

I 1 =
§ jmww@b AEEi

— | [ iy




DOING HERE, TARIG?

\

‘ WHATRE yoU

[ i HEARD ABOUT YOUR DAD.

A}

[

Ll

2=

TARIQ WAS A SyRIAN BARBER WHO iD BeeN
GFOING TO SINCE 1| GOT TO ISTANBUL,

WANT HE TO
OPEN THE
BLINDS?




SOMETHING
FOR yOU.

ol
AND FOR
YOUR DAD,
HE MUST Be
HUNGRY TOO,




FoR A WHILE
AND HELP OUT.

M GONNA STAY (

'

WHAT DO
you SAy?

MMM,

HE WAS VERY
CONCERNED
ABOUT HME,

AND HE WORRIED
D DO SOMETHING =
"DRASTIC™

/

S50 HE HOVED iN WITH US,

[ —

HE LOOMED AFTER HADI, WHICH MEANT |
OUT AND TRY To CLEAR My HEAD, -

R .,

BUT i WAS STiLL IN A DEEP DEPRESSION,




TO ONE OF My EE.::THER.S.‘

T WAS A MONTH BEFORE | GOT THROUGH

HELLD,
iITS5 HAKIM

]_

WE TALKED ABOUT OUR FATHER, AND HE
COMFORTED ME. |, |

-......
TO LOOK
"“"*

¥,
YOU HAVE
AFTER
o/




I POSTED My TAXI ADS
ONLINE AGAIN,

i HAD TO 60 BACK TD WORK, SINCE i DIDN'T WANT To PUT
NOT JUST FOR THE HONEY HADI IN CHILDCARE, HE WENT
BUT TO CLEAR Hy HiND, EVERYWHERE WITH ME.

HE WAS My LOTTLE
COPILOT, HAHA!

Fl

My CUSTOMERS WERE REFUGEES, LIKE ME,
THEY WERE UNDERSTANDING.




AT LEAST | WAS ABLE
TO PAY THE RENT.

iN SPITE OF THIS WORK,
i STILL WASN'T MAKING ENOUGH - H
TO LIVE ON, AND EVERY D‘I G’
MONTH NAJMEH'S FAMILY WAS
SENDING A LITTLE MONEY,

iT WAS BECOMING HARD
TO BORROW FROM FRIENDS..




Lwoum yoU LIKE TO COME OVER FOR Tﬁn?]

i HAYE My SON,

LET ME GO GET HiM,

T

IT HAKES ME HAPPY
| TO SPEAX ARABIC,

I MOVED HERE FROHM AN AREA
WHERE IT WAS ALL TURKS,

l.wl} SiNCE | DON"
SPEAK, TURKISH,

i

e

THE TWO OF US TALKED FOR A BIT,
HE WAS REALLY NICE, __'

e

HE SEEHED VERY
HAPPY TO HAVE MET HE,




iN THE FOLLOWING WEEKS,
WE SPENT QUITE A BIT
OF TiME TOGETHER.

ENAN 02ALIT I

SINCE | SPOKE A LITTLE —
TURKISH, | HELPED HIM WHEN
HE MNEEDED iT, —— _

sad Al

sy L L1 = T |
THANK yOU, HAKIH, j e
0
— LT SITUATIONS WERE
i'M LUCKy yOU'RE HERE. $ 14 REVERSED, youU'D
S0LGAR T I '1“ s PO THE SAME,

AT l gg E I:;; =

RV

\f DON'T FEEL LIKE GONG

HOME RIGHT AWAY

2N 1N\







|wn.5 THAT YOUR 'I-l."JFE?I m‘{r"’{‘m“:ﬁ”éﬁ IT'5 COMPLICATED, iM
N i WAITING FOR My P.-'I.FEH.E
- To Be SORTED OUT,

e
L b
L]
o

i

on I HWDMT?WMREASHUGGLEH?
]E-LI'I' iT'5 TAKING o>

FOREVER._ _,I_ o = E-E
FASTER!
L™
- -'-:- 8 *, : L
: &
i
i
& /‘ Iy

| s pancerous: iF YOU WANT, i CAN l
LEND YOU THE MONEY.

AND ANYWAY | DON'T

HAYE THE HMONEY. .
®

D
S




| THAT'S CRAZY! |

I iD NEVER BE H.E{.E To PAY yoOU BACK, I

HD‘I" FOR A FEW }"E-FIR.S
AT LE.-"IS‘I'

PAY ME BACK
WHEN yOoU CAN, |8




— i -
)
Hi. NAJMEH ™
iIT'S ME

i HAVE TO TALK
TO YOU ABOUT
SOHETHING,

i MET A MAN,
AN TRAGH,

Z

A NEIGHBOR,
HES VERY KIND,

B

“T

i

—

I\

HE OFFERED TO LEND
ME THE HONEY TO PAY
FOR SMUGGLERS,

A e e |
d

HE HAS MONEY
TO SPARE.

HE JUST
WANTS TO HELR

[ | DON'T KNOMW... j

I TRUST Hin,
BUT iI'M AFRAID.

FOR US J"LHD'
FOR HADI,




MIGRANTS WHO
DROWN CROSSING
THE MEDITERRANEAN, |

Y Y

IMAGINE 1T
HAPPENED TO US!

—

IT WOULD BE AWFUL!

=0k |{ MAYBE FOR NOW
|

iN DAMASCUS CAN

GET THE DOCUMENTS

SORTED OUT,

iITS BETTER TO WAIT
AND 5 IF THE LAWYER

e

T ?

—

- IJ%

[ i

N A

WE WON'T HAVE

MAYEE
TO TRy THIS,

MAYBE iLL Be ABLE TO COME
TO FRANCE THE LEGAL WAY

“4 |E

- aae -
- s

3

ks

N
R
il

'R

Q

g

LOT OF “MAY,




I THOUGHT ABOUT IT FOR DAYS AND DAYS. My PROBLEM WITH iT WAS THE RECKLESSNESS —
OF CROSSING THE SEA, =
i-l_""?____‘—-—l-"" =
)
|
Al
| EeseeciaLLy
WITH A CHILD.
.—-l-'--

WELL? HAVE woul
THOUGHT ABOUT
My OFFER?

—

M NoT GOING I

v

[ BUT iITS TOO RISKy. j

To DO IT.
j ITS VERY
GENEROUS i
OF you.




(7o RATHER WAIT FOR My DOCUMENTS AND See BUT yOU MIGHT END UP WAITIN
{ iF i CAN RESOLVE THINGS THE NORMAL WAY. Ay el o i bl
—— GET YOUR DOCUMENTS.
e —
[ your uire HAS To rove ForwARD! | THANKS, RAZZAQ. |
@« Ll BUT FOR NOW,
o e " GoiNG To
JUST WAIT deiibeikd e
AROUND
| Forever

THE WEEKS WENT B¥y.







I'VE BROUGHT THE
DOCUHENTS FOR My
APPLICATION FOR A
RESIDENCE PERMIT,

&0 yoU &OT MARRIED THEN WHy DOES YOUR
THIS YEAR? MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE

SAy 20152
| no, iN 2013, | :
§ ,

THEY THOUGHT | WAS FALSIFYING
DOCUMENTS AND THEY CLOSED
My FiLE,

i

OUR LAWYER
i SyRIA
HESSED Up!




A FEW DAYS LATER, | GOT A

IT SEEHED TO US THAT
D NEVER MANAGE ToO
FET OUT OF TURKEY

e

o CoDSA Iy AARAN SEp BoCHE 4




I KENOW HOW
TS DONE,

¥YOU HAVE
T0 GO TO IZMIR,
A SMALL CiTy
ABOUT 7 HOURS
FROM ISTANBUL,

i BELIEVE IT'S EASY TO FIND
SMUGGLERS ONCE YOU'RE THERE.

THAT'S WHAT
i'VE HEARD,




i BROVE THEM To THE BUS THAT WoULD TAKE -
THEH To iIZHIR.

you KNoW, i'vE
ALSC THOUGHT h

io0 i =

WHAT YOU'RE
". -

DOING.

e

YOU'RE STILL MORE LIKELY TO &ET
THERE THAN TO DIE oN THE WAY

RYE"

il i
you COoUuLD

Dig IN A
CAR CRASH. [




— [ 2T,

[
3
:

MAY ALLAH BE
WITH youl

OTOGAR| [) PAMUKKALE

ON My WAY HOME, | WENT To SEE TARIO,
My FRIEND THE BAREER,

.—':"'-T-—

S\

T —
.

HAVE A SEAT, ILL
GET wOU SOME TEA,




I TALKED WiTH THEM ABOUT THIS HEANS

OF GETTING TO FRANCE. {mu HAVE TO &a.[ iTS AN ﬂgﬁgfﬁ

iF i CQULD Do IT,
i HEHJLDHT‘ HES-ITHT‘E.

DO yYOU WANT TO LiVE
EVEN wmi LiKE US, LIKE RATS, FOR
A KD, YOUR WHOLE LIFE?

BUT iF WE SINK,
WeELL DiE.

THESE WORDS REALLY STRULK HE,




AND TWO OR THREE
DAYS LATER.

| Ao THe crossivg: |

HAD LIFE JACKETS
JUST IN CASE.

§
¥
z

—




{HeLLo, NATHEN, -~ '
T

¢ .
| '

FLL ASK RAZZAQ FOR THE
MONEY AND THEN WE'LL
GET READY TO &0,

AREN'T you
AFRAID?

A

—




| I |

ARE ol STILL WiLLiNG
TO LEND ME THE MONEY?

|

—(

(=
1 OF COURSE!
_[g/‘_

NO, IT'S A LOAN, }:?

Ji

iLL PAY yOU BACK J

WHEN | CAN,

SURELy By THEN ILL EE
GONE FROM THIS WORLD, HAHA!

!

%20

i

WHAT | CAN To
To yoU SOONER.




I WENT BACK TO My APARTHMENT, FEELING

r.--""'\

BOTH EXCITED AND ‘I‘EHHJFrEL/

____r/‘

EiITHER THIS WAS THE START OF OUR NEW LIVES_

OR THIS WOULD RUIN US_ I

't:i‘

(DJ

| STARTED By CALLING My FAMILy IN SyRiA
TO LET THEM KNOW, BUT | COULD OMNLy GET
THROUGH TO My GRANDHOTHER,

I

SETTI, iT'S HAKH,

MHELL{J-[&EMHWAREM

i'M JUST CALLING REAL
GQUICK TO TELL yoU
THAT HADI AND | ARE
LEAVING FOR EUROPE,

I

|
CAN yOU LET




[(r

WERE GOING

TO iZMiR AND
TAKING A BOAT
FROM THERE,

DON'T DO IT, DEARI
DON'T EVEN THINK
ABOUT iTut

s B xS CRoNis on

THE PHONE. IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT FOR HME

I FINALLY TOLD HER:

[W&EQ

D)
S

WE L
| WON'T Go,

| DECIDED NOT TO TELL ANYONWE ELSE ABOUT IT.

i WAS WORRIED I'D CHANGE My MIND,
AND | COULDN'T DO THAT..

i HAD TO G0, FOR US_.

.

FOR HADI'S
FUTURE_







YOU KNOW, HADI,
WERE GOING
oW A TRiP

TO MAMA

—

HAMA?
Les~s
WELL HAVE To
A REALLY Bz BE BRAVE
TRIP TO FiND -
OUR WAY ]

»

I PACKED ONE BAG FOR ME, ONE FOR HADI

CLOTHING, DIAPERS, MILK, AND My BHOTO — EVERYTHING
ALBUM, e i OWNED, HELD
iN THESE TWO

LITTLE BAGS. \ —-""__'F:-'.
\\ "




THE NEXT DAY, | ENTRUSTED My
FATHER-IN-LAW'S CAR TO A FRIEND OF His,

HE WOULD SELL T AND SEND
THE MONEY TO ABDERRAHIM,

AND TARIQ CAME AND &OT THE KEYS TO My
APARTMENT 50 FE COULD MOVE M,

AND THAT WAS IT, | HAD MO MORE TiES TO
TURKEY:,

T WAS STRANGE, AFTER
ALL OUR TiME SPENT HERE,

WE JUST HAVE oNE
IMPORTANT THING
LEFT TO DO

LY
n




|

-
e

WERE OFF.
ML 2 ]

M HERE TO THANK
yOU AGAIN FOR WHAT

1 YOU'RE WELCOME, My FRIEND, J

C\J yOU MADE THE

RIGHT CHOICE,




AT THE BUS STATION, | LOOKED
FOR A BUS TO IzMIR,

THEY WERE SURELY &QiNg To iZHMiR FOR THE
SAME REASONS WE WERE, |

I MANAGED TO FIND ONE THAT WAS ABOUT
TO LEAVE,

HOST OF THE PEOPLE ON
THE BUS WERE SYRIAN,

WE WERE LEAVING FOR GOOD AND
GOING DOWN THE PATH OF REFUGEES,



OK, M .

l oK, M SoRAy,

LIk
H'c'. UHFWMELH
SN FREMNCH Z
ISN'T &GOOD ENOUGH
e

%50 M Dy
i HAVE TO GO DO SOME {
e o SO

= e

GOOD.

o) )




WELL? DiD youU i DIDN'T THINK
LIKE CoOHiNG HEFUG-EE.‘E WERE
WiTH ME? 20 NiCg!

i REALLY Dipd
T

BUT THEIR LIVES |
ARE DIFFICULT, EVEN |
iF THEY HAVE HeLP
THEY'RE FAR FROM
THEIR FAMILIES, NOT
KNOWING WHEN THEYLL
SEE THEM AGAIN :

TO HAYE TO LEAVE |
AND TO ANOTHER COUNTRY. |

HAHA! WELL YEAH,
THEY'RE JUST
PEOPLE WHO
HAD TO FLEE




S50 THEy CAN EE
TOGETHER AGAIN SOMEDAY.

I HOPE THINGS GET
BeETTER iN THEIR COUNTRY




"MAY ALLAH PROTECT USs!"



WORK ON My GRAPHIC NOVEL WHAT | HAD INMTIALLY MAGINED WHEN yoU WATCH OR READ

ON HAKIH WAS GOING WELL WOULD BE A BRIEF SUMMARY THINGS ABOUT REFUGEES,
WAS GRADUALLY TURNING THEIR PATH APPEARS LINEAR,

iNTO A HUGE STORY. AIMED AT A SINGLE GOAL:

IN REALITY, HIS GOAL HAD BEEN TO LEAVE HE COULD HAYE BUILT
IN HAKIMS CASE ANyWAY, SyRIA TO SAVE HIS SKIN, A LIFE IN LEBANON, JORDAN,
T WAS MUCH LESS SiMPLE NOT TO REACH EUROPE, TURKEY, OR ELSEWHERE

COR SIMPLISTIC), iIF CIRCUMSTANCES

50 | COULDN'T GLOSS OVER
AL THESE STEPS AND
REDUCE WIS JOURNEY TO A
"QUEST FOR EUROPE"

Hakim: | have a
2-hour window if
you want me to tell
you the next part.

| Let's po |




ey

e
S

Hi, HAKith L—-\_,r-ll

REALY FOR
ANOTHER SESSION?

=3
i

: | fﬁ"
VERY READY! |

T

/

—

SUSAR IN YOUR
TeEA, LIKE USUAL,

K

[ HERE, | PUT ONE

[TE.“.LH‘-J’G ME ABOUT YOUR

WHEN WE STOPFED
LAST TiME, yOU WERE

DEPARTURE FOR 1IZMIR. |

3

TiIHE OF YEAR IT WAS?

¢

[ DO yOU REMEMBER WHAT

-

No, iIT WAS
} AUGUST, I
ﬁ? .

I HAVE No MeMORY

S

Ao

OW ¥YES, SORRY,
FOR DATES,

iT's No
Bi6 DEAL,

/
[ -




ITS HARD TO REMEMBER DATES,

1t

i THIWK IF | WAS INTERROGATED
8y THE POLICE FOR A CRIME

i DIDN'T COMMIT, I'D GET 50 MXED UP
OYER My OWN CALENDAR THAT

i'D IMMEDIATELY SEEM suE,PiE.f_ﬂis,

BELIEVE HE, WHEN THE POLICE
QUESTION wou, AND you
KNOW WHAT'S AT STAKE, yoU
REMEMBER THINGS VERY WELL.

rr

\N

BUT yOU HAKE
Me E::nr-:FﬂRTAE;.E.I 90 REAZLY
‘ lﬁzﬁvj "o,

ALET?
g T

50, WE LEFT IN AUGUST AND THE
TRIF TOOK ALL NIGHT,

" i;_

T il T
e,

=




I THOUGHT OF THE FUTURE, AND THE PAST, | LOCKED BACK ON WHAT D GONE THROUGH THOSE LAST
FEW HONTHS, AND | WONDERED WHAT WAS SOINGE TO HAPPEN TO US, WAS | MAKING THE RiGHT CHOCE?

My HIND WAS RACING.,




WE ARRIWVED AT DAWN AT THE BUS STATION
iN izHiR, AWAY FROH THE CENTER OF TOWN, [

LITTLE, HADI,
AS SOON
AS WE FIND
SOMEWHERE
TO REST, TLL
HAKE wOU
A BOTTLE,

T—
‘.,--""-|---|l"'.---'-'..l
- ."'II
HM %( THIS WAS JUST THE BEGINNING OF THE TRIP







SORRY FOR
THE CRyING.

THEY DRANK

WATER AND SAID
AROUND THEIR -'I-'lu"l:'}kl'!' UM '."'UH.J"
MOTHER...




iN THIS AREA, YOU'LL FiND
EVERYTHING yOU NEED
&0 YOU CAN LEAVE.

Te

=

THAT'S TOO HUCH
WE HARDLY WENT
10 KILOMETERS,

-

= =t AT THAT MOHENT | REALLY CAME ToO UNDERSTAND THE PROFIT
WELL THEN ILL DRIVE yOU CERTAIN PEOPLE WERE MAKING OFF OF REFUGEES,
To THE STATION

%”‘ﬂﬁ :
/

THE BUSINESS OF DISTRESS,







THERE WERE SyRIANS EVERYWHERE, AND IRAQIS
AND AFGHANS TOO.. ALL WAITING TO LEAVE

FOR EUROPE.
A &

THERE WERE SHUGGLERS SPEAKING WIiTH THEIR
FUTURE CUSTOMERS,

OUR SERVICE IS
FLAWLESS.

R

—
WE DON'T OVERLOAD
THE BOATS.

S

WE EVEN TAKE CQLDER PEOPLE
WHO KAVE TROUBLE GETTING ON,
= = = I e —

SHOPS WERE SELLING THE
“PERFECT" REFUGEE SURVIVAL

WEVE &GOT ALL ‘T‘ KITS,
yoU NEED!

HOTELS WERE GUARANTEEING A OO0 INTERNET
COMNECTION (FOR FREED 50 WE COULD Bg
QUICKLY INFORHMED OF A DEPARTURE DATE,

U g

HOTEL VERY
<, GooD !

e

B

LooK 50 BAD

€

X

WELL GET A

ROOH, AND TLL
HAKE yOUR




i TRIED THREE OR FOUR HOTELS, AND THEY
WERE ALL FLI;LL_

|

iLL TRy ONE MORE
HOTEL, AND iF THERE'S
No RooM, WE'LL
REST FOR A BIT

T
e,y A l"""h.-"ll-.-r'-"_,_.-—-._,..--

TS

,_-_.-:-T—:J—.-!"_"l JF = :_-—"__.-__._--.,.-"‘l-_,__:"‘_.-.,.__

L

EVERYTHING'S
FULL IN
THIS AREA.

|I'=- .| r
FOR THE LAST WEEK I'VE
BEEN SLEEPING THERE. L
B
it
o 1
e ULL
&
: L
- r"-
i




j .
yoU WON'T FIND ANYTHING ARE yYOU GONNA LEAVE SOON:

WITHIN THE CITy PROPER.

SUBURBS, BUT ID SUGGEST
GOING THERE IF you CAN,

§

| ‘ I CAN'T AFFORD THE

| wiThin 4 pAy or Two. |

PERSONALLY, AT LEAST ITS BETTER
f GOOD LUCK, THEN. J‘ \ i ON Hy THIRD TRY. THAN DROWNING, RIGHT?
FOR SURE,

f A A
EACH TiME My BoATS
BEEN CAUGHT AND
I'VE BEEN BROUGHT




HI, COULD yOU
TAKE US TO A
HOTEL OUTSIDE
THIS AREA THAT




THEY'LL
HAVE ROOH,




YOU'RE PLANNING | THEN BOCK MORE NIGHTS, BECAUSE THERE'S
) NO WAY YOU'RE LEAVING IN TwWO DAYS,

WELL, i CAN'T REALLY AFFORD
TO STAY HERE LONG,

fLL START
WITH TWO
MiGHTS AND
WE'LL SEE

CAN | HAVE yYOUR
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER?

I | |

DID yOU NOT REGISTER WITH
THE TURKISH AUTHORITIES?

IDENTIFICATION
NUMEER,




voU MEED THIS NUMBER N 'ﬂ
ORDER TO BO0OK A RooM,

OTHERWISE,
I CAN FACE
A HUGE
FiNE,

iTS JUST i DON'T
ESPECIALLY
FEEL LIKE
EXPLAINING
TO THE POLICE
THAT i'M GOING
To ENTER
EURCPE
ILLEGALLY _J

!

iF YOU'RE NOT
REGISTERED,




d
ALRIGHT,. NOT THE
s FANCIEST PLACE, BUT
Pl iTLL DO JUST FiNE,
L §




THE NEXT MORNING, i TOOK

A TAX BACK To BASHAME,
WL | g@ﬂ

i

| HAD TO FIND A SMUGGLER, BUT i DIDN'T
REALLY KNOW HOW TO GO ABOUT iT.

IT CERTAINLY SEEMED LIKE THEY ALL SPOKE
ARABIC ¢MOST OF THEM WERE SyRIAMD,

BUT | DIDN'T KNOW WHETHER | COULD SPEAK
TO THEM OPENLY, OR WHETHER THERE WERE
CODES TO USE OR THINGS | SHOULDN'T SAy

WHEN | REALIZED THEY WERE
CARRYING ON iN FULL Vigw
OF THE POLICE, | MADE UP My
MiND TO APPROACH THEM,

IT WAS A LITTLE LIKE

CHECKING OUT INFFERENT

TRAVEL AGENCIES AT
A TRAYEL EXPO,




WE COFFER A GETAWAY ON \/

A 15-FOOT BOAT, COCLKTAIL

SERVICE NOT INCLUDED
BUT HAXIMUM SAFETY FOR WE PROVIDE A BUDGET OPTION:
THE ABSURDLY LOW PRICE OF YOUR FEETLL BE iN THE WATER AND
&€ 20000 ITLL SHELL LIKE GASOLINE BUT ITS AN

/ ASTONISHING EXPERIENCE, YOU'LL SEE.

-_-___-'-___

_-""-—-—-

MER TRANKIL ) ) | eworh v DReAM

AT EURCPA DREAM, WE GUARANTEE
YOU'LL REACH EUROPE AND
EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF

A NIGHT CROSSING,




i =J | HAVE TO THINK

ABOUT IT,

T WAS VERY
DIFFICULT TO CHOOSE.

WELL?
DiD yoU FIND A ROOM?

YES, THANKS FOR THE TJ'P.'

APPARENTLY HIS BOATS

THE PRICE IS5 DECENT AND
DON'T GET CAUGHT OFTEN,

WHO SHOULD I TRUST? WHAT
WOULD GIVE ME THE BEST
CHANCE OF GETTING THERE?
DiD PAYING MORE MEAN THE
TRIF WOULD BE SAFER?

NOW M LOOKING
FOR A SMUGGLER.

EI 000 TIIH.IHE- i JU.ST

FOUND ONE -"IHU i™
LEAVING IN TWO DAYS.

IF you WANT,

yOU CAN &GIVE ME YOUR
HL-’HEER AND WHEN i
GET THERE, FLL TELL

‘.I"'ﬂ'l-" HOW IT WENT.

%

I GAVE HIM My NUMBER AND
WENT BACK To THE HOTEL,




L]
[ excuse rer | ) o LKe To Keep
—l l— THE ROOH FOR
YES? WHAT CAN TWO MORE DAYS,
i DO FOR yOU?
' AHA! SEE? IT'S
_E; l ii | LIKE | TOLD YOu.
1%
—

You CAN EVEN BOOK FOUR
ADDITIONAL DAYS IF yOU WANT, THE
ROOM IS FREE FOR THE WEEK,

[

THEN ITLL
Bg 500
LIRA,




WE STAYED iN THE HOTEL FOR THE NEXT TWO THE WAIT FELT ENDLESS TO ME,

DAYS, = = % = .- E
el spes [

WE COULDN'T STAy HERE LONG, EVERYTHING
WAS TOO EXPENSIVE,




i
| 2l[C
| THANKS, HADI
| B

1Y)

Safely |

arrived in
|Greece.
All good
to go,
here's the

iT HUST HAVE BeEeN ABOUT & PH,
I CALLED RIGHT AWAY.

YES, Hi A FRIEND OF
MiNE WHO "TRAVELED"
WITH yoU &AVE ME
YOUR NUMBER

i'M ALSO LOooKING
TO GET TO GREECE,

HEET ME AT THE CAFE
EEHIND THE TRAIN
STATION iN 20 MINUTES.




[ No, WERE NOT

MEETING MAMA,

WERE MEETING A MAN

WHO'E GoiNG TO HELP
Us GET TO HER,
T L

YoU HAVE To LET ME TALK, ALRIGHT? I

™

NO RUMNNING ALL
OVER THE PLACE,
NG CRYING,

|

HE WAS A SyRIAN WHO DION'T

A LOOK VERY FRIENDLY,
—TToorTMEUSI KARD

2 i
(SN immi -

= o S
] | WELL?
yoU SURE yoUu
| WANNA GO7




How oLD 15 HE?

ITLL BE €£1300 FOR you
AND €650 FOR THE KD,

NG, | DO | JUST DIDN'T THINK
T WOULD BE 50 @UICKS




WO NO! WAITI
i WANT To GOt

WHAT DO |
HAVE TO DOY

YOU'LL GIVE THEM
THE MONEY, WHICH
THEY'LL HOLD ON TO
WHILE yOU CROSS,

WHEN yoU GET
THERE, YOU'LL
CALL THEM AND
GIVE THEM ONLy
THE NUMEER
WRITTEN ON
THE BACK
OF THE CARD,

NoTHING ELSE. |




THEY'LL ONLy SEND
HE THE HMONEY ONCE AND IF WE DON'T HMAKE IT
YOU'VE GIVEN THEM AND END UP BACK HERE?
THiIS NUMEER,

TO CALL WHEN you
GET THERE, OK?

fLL SEND SOHMEONE

iN EXACTLY ONE HOUR,
To PICK you Up,

iF YOU'RE NOT
THERE OR you
HAVEN'T DROPPED
OFF THE MONEY,
ToO BAD,

)




BEFORE GOING TO THE AGENCY TO PAY FOR
THE CROSSING, i DECIDED i ABSOLUTELY HAD
TO BUY US LIFE JACKETS. :

[\ Ny I COULD HAVE DONE IT EARLIER

o N AN BUT | DIDN'T THINK OF IT UNTIL

S e’ ) | THEN, FACED WITH QUR IMMINENT
Pl 0epARTURE.

NOT LIKE THE SHoDDY KNOCK-
OFF5S YOULL SEE IN OTHER STORES.
THEY DON'T EVEN FLOAT, )

WE CALL THEM
PEATH JACKETS,
e

S
e
/| X

/)

3

YOU'LL SEE, WE

HAVE LOTS OF

THINGS THATLL
BE USEFUL
FOR yOU.




~1 | ==

i - FIRST OFF, !:,E‘ WAYE THIS WHISTLE, $WE EE?:./

J 1 i i~ 1
WE ALS0 HAVE LIGHTS,
AND WATERPROOF BAGS FOR PHONES.

THATS S0 yoU CAN Bg
FOUND IN AN EMERGENCY,

BOAT S ADRIFT
OR EVEN IF
yoU FALL INTO

r = ey
I \l 7/\

% "'; "‘i’
UH TH.-’LHH.E FLL JUST
TAKE TWO LIFE Jﬁ.[‘..l-'l.ET.S |

l:lr'-u'E Ft_':'E HIE M-.I'}
ONE Fr:'ﬂ My E-l::lr'-i
‘ (<




i ik D{}'-.I'T HAVE E.H:.DHEM.S .5::.E:.$ i DIDN'T REALLY HAVE TiME T-EI LOOK
ANYWHERE ELSE.

BUT i CAN OFFER YOU A RING
AND ARM BANDS FOR HiM, ) RSN~ "Ir)]
WE'LL HAVE

Hi TRy iT
ouUT To SeE.

ﬂ?]

I L“u”r———"
Al T

L

HH

/ T

_ﬁ%

|

W

S0 WHAT Do
voU THINK?




il

-=—__'J:1|f D

71

[=]




ﬁ EXCUSE Me! |

i THINK
I ENOW you!

11

YOU USED TO HAVE A NURSERY
iN SOUTHERN DAMASCUS, RIGHT?

_au l@

==
£ Y
N

[T 2

I WAS A
CUSTOMER,
I CAHE IN

TWO OR

THREE TIMES.

[ ReALLY? [~ B\

:| THAT'S INCREDIBLE!

T T T T T TP V7 L 7 1 0 0T

YOU WANTED TO DROP
OFF MONEY 50 you
CoULD LEAVE, RIGHT?

= CLOHE BALK

TOMORROW.




A SUGGESTION

4 (oW i see, THAT'S A ReAL AN, IF YOU WANT, | HAVE
FOR yOU.

[ vou Give HE |
THE MONEY
AND YOUR
SHUSGLER'S

PHONE NUMBER,

AND WHEN you
GET THERE,

[LL CALL HiM, |

=

| I

. | WAS SO EAGER TO LEAVE
T WAS A TOUGH DECISION: THAT CiTy THAT | DECIDED
COULD | TRUST THIS PERSON, To ACCEPT .
WHO | DIDN'T REMEMBER BUT —lh e BUT SERIOUSLY, you
' — CAN'T FORGET TO CALL

WHO SEEMED SINCERE? Bt GpEfe FUNE T 10 L

FLL TELL THE SMUGGLER
THAT | GAVE yOU THE MONEY
AND iLL SEND yOU Hi5 NUMBER.

32

!

THOSE &U¥S ARE
CAPABLE OF ANYTHING.

HHLRENR

iF THEY KNow you GoT
THERE AND yOU DON'T CALL,
THEY'LL TAKE IT OUT ON HE.

k.

DON'T WORRY, R
ILL TAKE CARE OF IT.




WE RUSHED BACK TO THE HOTEL.
iT WAS NEARLY TIME TO LEAVE,

[ /'i HE.Iu.a.r’!—-—

it LEAVI

1| SUPPOSE yOU WANT To B00K mmnsﬁ_. ||~ '
L]

NO TiM TONIGHT, WERE GOING
mmwﬁ‘ﬁ e oN A BOAT RIDE,




THE DRIVER DIDN'T SAYy A WORD THE WHOLE WAY

AYGAL :

|

!
B-Mix vaTAK |

e S

DON'T WORRY,
SWEETIE,

REMEMEERY
WE'RE
GOING ON A
BOAT RIDE
TONIGHT,

ABRUPTLY, THE CAR STOPPED IN THE MIDDLE
OF MNOWHERE,
















THE TRUCK STARTED..

THERE WERE ABQUT THIRTY OF US:
GLD AND YOUNG, MEN AND WOMEN.

NO ONE SPOKE, THE HEAT WAS STIFLING
AND IT WAS HARD TO BREATHE.

EVERy TiME THE DRIVER BRAKED OR WENT
ARQUND A BEND, WE SLD INTO EACH OTHER,

| THOUGHT THEY WERE GOING TO DROP
US OFF SOMEWHERE AFTER A SHORT RIDE,

LIKE THIS FOR ABOUT AN HOUR.

I STARTED iMAGINING ALL KINDS OF THINGS:
THEY WERE GOING TO KILL US, KIDNAFP US,
THROW US INTO THE SEA.




WAAAAH/

P

E ]

SNIFF! —
-

]

To TAKE My MIND OFF THINGS, | STARTED RECITING NiZAR QABBANIS* POEMS TO MySELF.

@) o8 BTp WP € o o 0 —

I'VE BN TRyiNG TO DRAW A LAND.
‘@:} WHICH TAUGHT HE ALWAYS TO LIVE iN TUNE

WITH LOVE. AND S0 FOR you, iN SUMMER, iLL 3 ;
STRETCH OUT THE CLOAK OF My LOVE, — 0 u(’ "’\::: — Y —
AND iN WINTER WHEN IT STARTS TO RAN, fLL “
WRING OoUT yOUR DRESS, %

W i b i'VE BEEN TRyiNG
TO DRAW A LAND_ WITH A PARLIAMENT
OF JASHMINE_ WITH A PEOPLE AS
DELICATE AS JASMINE_ WHERE DOVES
SLUMBER ABOVE My HEAD AND

THE MINARETS W Hy EYES
SHED THEIR TEARS..

—

l N ,
WA - B77) -
- U (i imoen U T

iT WAS ALL TOO MUCH.

d

SR pog T CeOX-AIRBRN



WHSHHHH...
wHsHHHH:-




| H'Emr:- OVER THAT WAY, YOU'LL FiIND A LITTLE PATH, [

E-— -.,-:-'-.- /4

u-"..f"‘ -

#ﬂ

{f ,
| & WIE

AFTER A BIT,
YOU'LL COME TO A BEACH,

H THE PEOPLE THERE'LL TAKE CARE OF }'EIU.|I

.,,‘

i

'L ¥OU HAVE TO KEEP QUIET,

L
(- ﬁ)
I f
L L 'l Az r I
o 2 5 A
L i oot TPTALTIRY &1
H::l EI“‘IE |, i : - W Il' Y
CAN TALK, L
| L. -l

\

YOU'RE NoT . DO WHAT i SAID, AND NOTHING |
WiLtl HAPPEN TO you,




WE STARTED DOWN THE LTTLE PATH, WALKING SINGLE FILE,

D you
HEAR THAT?

r
| THIS i5 My SECOND
: ATTEMPT AT THi5

BOUGHT A STRETCH OF BEALH

| HEARD THE SHUGGLERS |
[ |
FROM TURKISH OFFICIALS, S0 |

KNOW iF IT WAS TRUE, BUT | HEARD THIS
AUMOR SEVERAL TIMES DURING My JOURNEY.

WE WALKED N DARKNESS FOR ABOUT TEN [l
HINUTES.

VHSH Hiarhy

BEFORE REACHING THE BEACH,
Wﬁgﬁﬂﬁﬁ
v,

=







iT WAS PRETTY SURREAL, THERE WERE
ABOUT A HUNDRED REFUGEES SITTING ON
THE SAND, iN TOTAL SILENCE AND DARKNESS,

THE ONLY PEOPLE STANDING WERE ABOUT
A DOZEN SMUSGLERS WATCHING OVER THEM,

THERE WERE NO BOATS IN THE WATER, AND
WE WoNDERED IF T WAS WISE To &0
DOWN THERE,

"

WE DIDN'T HAVE MUCH TIME TO
WONDER THOUGH A MAN CAME
OVER TO MEET US,

| THIS WAy ¢

'----‘l-—'-'-"

i SIT DOWN
!  OVER HERE.




r NO STANDING U
i LISTEN UP.. | i

! i
_ LOTEN UP.  SEEER  No TURNING oN |
L e YOUR PHONES, :
1 Veindl NO LIGHTERS.,  §
L] O I . . 00 . T et e e
iF yOU HAVE
TO TALK,

WHISPER, AND iF

vouU HAVE KiDS,

MAKE SURE THEY
STAY QUIET,

—
[
i
[ |
1
i
i
[
[
1

S TS wiNDy |
~—n TONIGHT, AND

: WE'VE HEARD

\ REPORTS OF
I
|
1

L
[
|
' -
: =S2o” BRING ONLy
2

TURKISH POLICE |
i
J

|
|

PATROLS OFF

J u THE COAST,

e ] AS LIGHT AS POSSIBLE,
————— =
y GOT iT? §
L s il
v
T
2
)=










N ay

A o ._._..__;.‘

iI'VE TRIED THIS CROSSING ONCE BEFORE,
yOUFLL FIND EVERYTHING GETS A BIiT WET

--——_-TT-T T---H*_FFFF-

! T would |
§ BE TOO BAD 1
) TO LosE |
y EVERYTHING 1|
\ To A WAVE,

AT THAT MOMENT, | HAD ABOUT €2000
¥ Al W U E Uael | REMAINING, WHICH | WRAPPED IN A PLASTIC BAG
LE -tE’:',[Li;'; ﬂ_ﬁ _'5.'1':15'_.! WiTH My PHONE AND My PAPERS.

THEN, | PUT HADI IN HiS INFLATABLE By ALLAH! HOW HAD
RING AND ARM BANDS BEFORE iT COME TO THIS!
PUTTING ON My LIFE JACKET,

\

o

(
N Vg




WE ALL STAYED SITTING THERE FOR AN HOUR.

EVERYONE WAS SILENT, EVEN THE
LITTLEST KIDS DIDN'T MAKE A
SOUND, AS IF THEY COULD SENSE
THE GRAVITY OF THE SITUATION.

iT WAS LIKE WE WERE FROZEN

i WONDERED HOW LONG
THIS WAS ALL GOING
TO TAKE, BECAUSE THERE
WERE STILL NO BOQATS.

Wﬁ’g‘#ﬁ Wy

WHSHhy,

SUDDENLY, A FEW SMUGGLERS SET OFF FROM ONE
SiDE OF THE BEACH. |

I...-

P
R'HJ/J{\E =

THEY CAME BACK WITH PACKAGES, WHICH THEY
HANDED OUT TO A FEW OF US,

AR PUMPS




THEN Two PICKUPS ARRIVED

i DON'T KNOW HOW THEY &OT
DOWN THERE, | HAD THOUGHT
THE LOYE WE WERE IN WAS ISOLATED

CAN i LEAVE i
Hy SoN WITH you? }

¥YES, NO
PROBLEM.

IN THE BACKS OF THE PICKUPS, THERE WERE
Eie BOXES, BOAT HOTORS, AND GAS CANS,

r i
oS PUT THAT By |
\ \_’:..- }  THE WATER. |

——




THEN THEY CALLED OVER THE YOUNG &LUYS THE Blz BOXES CONTAMED INFLATABLE EBOATS.
WHO HAD THE AR PUMPS,

——— =

iTHﬂwﬁs_-.'
S ——

e e e e e

i'D GOTTEN iIN THE HABIT
OF NOT SAYING MUCH ABOUT MySELF




= . S

H FROM DAMASCUS.

s .

[

oy

§
]
1 ¥

1 EROTHER.

HE WAS My FATHERS ASE, BUT IN SyRIA ITS
COMMON TO CALL SOMEONE “BROTHER" LIKE THIS.

|p,:'

Fo o Ee R Wm Gm m o W W e mm W W m w - e e e W -
} M HERE WITH My WIFE AND My TWO SONS. =
----------- e L e e S
s HELLOY ==
:;

e —

' HELLO,

THE BOATS WERE FINALLY INFLATED AFTER ABOUT
AN HOUR AND A WALF.

ONE SHUGGLER SIGNALED TO A FIRST GROUP
OF ABOUT FIFTY PECOPLE TO GET UP




e e

) CoME ONi A LITTLE MORE!

b ! THEN We'LL PUT §
Vi Jesei=  ON THE MOTOR,

__________
Now, GET IN,
AND NO FOOLING




YOU'LL SEE, IT'S §
NOT COMPLICATED, |

i 1
) YOU PULL THERE TO |
:.T'JR” THE MOTOR ON. {

3, = ="
I THIS WAY TURNS Jf
IT LEFT, |

e e e
ﬂ_.
THAT WAY, i' éG
RIGHT,
— ar R P
% THIS TURNS 1
iT OFF. :

) lamosmme

| BUT, Ud_ !

—y———- . e \
7 ! DO YOU HAVE

(! ! A CoMpASS? A GPS? |

et Mt e

THAT S SAMOS. THE GREEK
'EhnhD YOURE GOING TO.




: [
[=STAy ON COURSE, | \ ROUGHLY FOUR HOURS |
y YOULL Be FiNE, | TO GET ACROSS. i

WHEN PEOPLE SAW THAT THE PILOTING WAS BEING LEFT TO ONE OF THE REFUGEES (WHICH,
i LEARNED LATER, GOT HiH A DISCOUNT ON THE CROSSINGY AND THAT EVERYTHING WAS 50 "Div”
A WAVE OF PANIC SPREAD THROUGH THOSE OF US ON THE BEACH,

I EVEN WONDERED IF | SHOULDN'T MAKE BUT PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN ON
A RUN FOR IT, THIS “ADVENTURE" BeEFORE
REASSURED US,

iIT ALWAYS |
GOES LIKE |




e O el - O E o a =
: ITS MAKTUSS i

P e e ko i i
1‘_‘]
L,

iF WE'RE MEANT To DiE
i AT SEA, WELL DIE :

SOHE PEOPLE STARTED CRYWNG. 50 DD HADI,

f SHUT HiM UP OR  §
) GET OUTTA HEREN |

s —

== ——
|
L

I\ s

\ PLEASE, HADII |

——— =y

3
1

L

i COULDN'T TAKE IT, THE STRESS WAS
TOO MUCH:

e
SerrraTHE K

J

To CALM HMySELF DOWN, | DISCREETLY
LIT A UGARETTE,




THE SMUGGLERS
WON'T SEE,

CROSSING
THE SEA
i THOSE
THINGS 15
ANy BETTER

— . .




THE FIRST BOAT VAMISHED INTO THE DARKNESS AS THE SMaNAL WAS GIVEN FOR A SECOND GROUP

ANOTHER SMUGGLER, CLEARLY IN CHARGE, THIS WAS OUR GROUE
STEPPED IN,
I
 THIS 15 TARING |
| WAy TOO LONG! §

-_—r .

]
D! HERE WE GO, |
ene  SWEETIE, |

S
il
A

i

»
._'....
Wt
A%

il — W
]

g MAY ALLAW |
s Iﬁ PROTECT US, |
€ _ilf'!'i

f\

11l




LET THE WOMEN AND
CHILDREN GET IN FiRST,

EVERYONE LISTENED FOR ABOUT A MINUTE,
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| WAS ONE OF THE LAST TO GET ON,
AND 1 ENDED UP AT THE BACK NEXT
To THE OLDER SyRIAN MAN I'D TALKED WiTH,

I WAS RIGHT By THE GAS

e

THERE WERE TWJ OF THEM:
ONE CONNECTED TO THE
MOTOR AND ONE SPARE,

By SOHME STROKE OF LUCK,
I HAD A BT OF LEG ROOM,

THIS WAS QUITE LUCKY, SINCE THERE MUST HAVE
BEEN 50 OF US, AND EVERYONE ELSE WAS
PRESSED TOGETHER S50 THEY COULDN'T MOVE.

OUR PILOT WAS A SyRIAN
REFUGEE FROM HOMS,

iT WAS THE FIRST TiHE
iN HIS LIFE HED SEEN THE SeA




WHEN yOURE ALMOST THEHE

ONE SHUGGLER GAVE HIM INSTRUCTIONS

I BoN'T WORRY
ABOUT THE &GAS.

yOU CAN ADD A BIT FROM
THE SECOND ONE IF NEEDED
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THIS PDOESNT
SEEM 50




PO ———— " ——— —— — — —
{ SORRY, | DIDN'T THINK iT
| WOULD START UP S0 STRONG. |
_____________ =

I WASN'T EXACTLY REASSURED,
T SAY THE LEAST_

i HAVE FOUR -ll
HOURS TO

THE TURKISH COAST,
WHERE WE'D LEFT FROM,
DISAPPEARED QUICKLY
IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT,
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AND WE FOUND OURSELYES SUARROUNDED BY WATER,
WITH NOo LANDMARK BUT THE LGHTS OF SAMOS.




THE FIRST HALF HOUR OF THE CROSSING WENT WELL

THEN WE STARTED SEEING MORE LIGHTS
AHEAD OF Us

WE WERE NO LONGER SURE WHICH ONE
TO A FOR,
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PEOPLE BEGAN TO PANIC, AND THE BOAT
STARTED MOVING IN ALL DIRECTIONS,

WEVE &GOTTA HEAD
BACK TOWARD TURKEY!

NO WAYY
WE'VE GOTTA SPEED
P TOWARD FREECE!

HEYN

CALM DOWNU I

THE OMLY THING
WE CAN DO IS
KEEP QUIET AND
STAY CALMY

) A FEW MINUTES LATER, THE TURKISH |
! COAST GUARD SHOWED UP

— T — ol

THEY MADE US GET ON THEIR BOAT,
AND THEY DEFLATED OUR DINGHY




LAND AND WE SPENT TWO
DPAYS IN PRISON BEFORE
WE WERE RELEASED

e, . L\
i SUPPOSE OUR SMUGGLER
THAT TIME HADN'T BRIBED

THE COAST GUARD,

ey
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: OTHERWISE

i [ D{:'H“T SEE

| Now THE TURKS,
| WITH ALL THEIR

| RESOURCES, DON'T
j CATCH OUR BOATS
1 EVERY TIHEN

S o o - o
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T WAS PROBABLY TRUE,

ABOUT AN HOUR AFTER THE PLANE WENT BY WE SPOTTEDR A SHIP

-

IT LOOKED LIKE A TURKISH COAST GUARD VESSEL




ONCE AGAIN, EVERYONE STARTED MOVING
AROUND, AND THE BOAT ROCKED DANGEROUSLY

WHAT WiLL
THEY DO TO U5

FIVEN HOW LONG WEVYE BEeN
OUT HERE, WE MUST Bg iN
GREEK WATERS By NOW.

A FEW - : _

MOMENTS LATER, WE — o | YOURE GOING

ENCOUNTERED ANOTHER THE WRONG WAYY
DiNGHY LIKE OURS, : .

iTS THIS




HEY! WHY'D




iTS NOT ME.

iTS THE
HOTOR,

iM TRYING,
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WE SAT ON THE WATER, IN A DEATHLY SILENCE,
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GO ON, PULL
HARDERN

WHAT'S
HAPPENING?

UE

e
| i

THEN WHy HAVEN'T
You REFILLED iT?

THE SHUGGLER
SEAID WE HAD
MORE THAN

ENOUGH,

WELL YEAHN! iF yOU'D FOLLOWED THE Hﬁ&ﬂ

LIGHT, WE WOULDN'T Bg iN THIS MESS!

iT'S NOTHING CRAZY,

THAT'S NOT TRUE, HE SAID WEVE GOTTA
REFILL IT BEFORE WE GET THERE,

BUT WE'VE
STILL <OT
Y| A LoNe WAy
TO &GO

HEY! CALM DOWN! IT'S FINE. WE'LL FiLL
UP THE GAS AND BE ON OUR WAY,

i

THATS ALL,







THE PILOT TRIED TO RESTART
THE MOTOR SEVERAL TIMES
WITHOUT SUCCESS,
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WELL PUT ALL THE
CHILDREN iN THE MIDDLE
50 THEY DON'T FALL OUT,

IS ANYONE HERE
HANDY WITH MOTORS?

PEOPLE STARTED REALLY THE BOAT WAS PITCHING
PANICKING NOW, ESPECIALLY DANGEROUSLY, AND WATER
SINCE THE WIND AND THE STARTED GETTING IiN,
WAVES WERE GROWING .

STRONGER.
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ALMIGHTY ALLAH!
PROTELT US!

HADI, LIKE THE OTHER CHILDREN, WAS PASSED FROM HAND TO HAND
TOWARD THE MIDDLE OF THE BOAT,

i o8P 8

| COULDN'T SEg HIM FROM WHERE i WAS




iLL TAKE A m:-r';___i

i USED TO MESS AROUND WiTH THE EQUIPMENT
AT My NURSERY, 50 i THOUGHT MAYBE | COULD
SEE WHERE THE PROBLEM WAS

COMING FROM

. o

| THOUGHT MAYBE THAT WAS THE PROBLEM.
My ROTOTILLER USED TO HAVE THIS TYPE OF
ISSUE WHEN IT WAS OUT OF FUEL.




PEOPLE STARTED CRYING, THE BOAT SHIFTED
AROUND, AND THE WATER KEPT COMING IN.

ONE GUy SPOTTED ANOTHER BOAT
iN THE DISTANCE.

WE STARTED BALNG WATER HOWEVER WE COULD,

W

‘ THEY DIDN'T HEAR AND CONTINUED ON.
i

WERE ALL DOOHED!

AT THAT HMOMENT, EVERYONE IN THE BOAT BEGAN
CALLING UPCON THEIR &OD.
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THE AIR ECHOED WITH PRAYER.

THEN SOMEONE YELLED:




SURELY THEYLL
HELP US.

YES! HELLOW

THIS 15 ONE OF
THE BOATS THAT
JUST LEFT,

WHEN THE MOTOR RUNS
DRY, YOU HAVE To
START IT GENTLY TO
GET IT TO WORK AGAIN

IT RAN OUT
OF GAS, WE PUT
MoRE W BUT WE
COULDN'T GET IT

TO RESTART,

YOuU HAVE To COME GET
Us, iITS AN EMERGENCyY

[ [

OK, WE'LL TRy THAT THEN,
WELL CALL yOU BA-

YANKING HARD ON THE PULL CORD.




AND INDEED.,

_THANKS TO THE SMUGGLER'S

~THE MOTOR STARTED UP

WE WERE BACK ON COURSE TO THE ISLAND EVERYONE FELT RELEVED, DESPITE THE WIND AND THE WAVES,

PHEW! ITS TRUE,

ALLAH I5 GREAT.

WE GOT IT WORKING AGAIN FOR A FEW
MINUTES, THEN iT STOPPED AGAIN, THIS
HAPPENED TWO OR THREE TIMES, AND
THEMN T STOPPED COMPLETELY

o
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b Tuis TiME, IT PROVED iMPOSSIBLE TO RESTART




THE SITUATION WAS BECOMING VERY, VERY
TENSE. THE WATER WAS
R APPROACHING THE LEVEL OF

. THE BOAT,

FEQOPLE STARTED PANICKING AGAIN

WE HAVE TO MAKE
THE BOAT LIGHTER,
OTHERWISE WELL SiNK!

THEN EVERYOMNE SORTED THROUGH THER BASS
BEFORE THROWING THEM IN THE WATER,

i KEPT ONLY My PHONE, THE MONEY, AND
OUR PAPERS. | TOSSED EVERYTHING ELSE,

BUT THE BOAT WAS STILL JUST AS
LOW iN THE WATER.

HEwn! WHy HAVEN'T you
TOSSED YOUR BAG?

&ll i HAVE YEeRy VALUABLE ITEMS! I

L0 THE STUFF
I TOSSED WAS
VALUABLE Toor




WE HMicgHT ALL
DiE HERE.

WHO CARES ABOUT
OUR STUFF!

WE HAVE ToO DO
EVERYTHING IN OUR
POWER IF THERES
\ ANY HOPE

WERE GOING
TO SURVIVE,
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EVEN MORE THAN THE FIRST TIME, El'u'

WE WAYE TO CALL THE SHUGGLER
AGAIN 50 THEY CAN COME GET US,

1
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ANYONE HAVE SERVICE? !‘




WE CAN TRy
TO GET TO
SHORE USING TALFIN
NOMSENSE,

TWO PEOPLE STARTED PADDLING WHILE
OTHERS TRIED TO SCOOF OUT THE WATER
THAT WAS RISING HIGHER AND MHiGHER,

vl FOT
A BETTER
IDEA?




VERY QUICKLY, WE REALIZED THIS WASN'T
WORKING,

WE WERE LITERALLY
SiNKiNG, AND THE BOAT WASN'T HoViNG.

PEOPLE STARTED PRAYING, CRYING,
HUG&ING EACH OTHER GOODEYE.

HOPELESSNESS FELL OVER THE BOAT,

BUT S0OME REFUSED TO AWAIT DEATH,

WERE NOT THAT FAR FROM THE COAST,
MAYEE WE COULD SWiH THERE?

DE.

OTHER HAND,
MAYEE WE CLOULD
LIGNTEN THE
BOAT A BIT,

THE MEN COULD GET IN THE WATER
AND HANG ON TO THE BOAT,




THAT WON'T WORKI

iF yoll DON'T HAVE THE
GUTS TO SAVE US,

lTHEH' STAY iN THE E.sm-J

ALL THE HEN TOOK OFF THEIR SHOES AND GOT
iN THE WATER,

A e,

FOR THE FIRST TiME IN SEVERAL
HOURS, | GLIMPSED WADY IN THE

ARMS OF THE WiFE OF THE
oL SyRIAN FROM iDLIE




WHEN THE WOMAN SAW ME STARING AT HiM,
SHE LAME AND SAT NEAR HME

>, HE SHOOK WITH FEAR AND COLD.

FOR THE FiRST TiME SINCE HE'D STARTED TELLING
ME HiS STORY, TEARS AFFEARED IN HiS EYES,

‘ EVEN THOUGH HED

TOLD ME MANY TERRIBLE THINGS.




HAKIM, iF YOU WANT, [ I
WE CAN STOP FOR TODAY, |— VES_
- OR yOU DON'T
[ EVEN NAVE ToO i DO HAVE
of TeLL HE THIS To TELL IT

PART, IT'5 FiNE,

" WHAT COMBINATION OF ﬂREUPETAHEEE

HAD LED ME TO FiND H}"EEIF HERE, DESTITUTE AND RISKING My LIFE TO FLEE My COUNTRY?



5 WARD TO SAY HOW LONG WE WENT ON
LKE THIS,

IFE NOTHING
CHANGES,
WERE DEAD,

IT MUST HAVE BEEN 5 OR & IN THE
MORNING, | WAS WONDERING HOW
LONG WE HAD LEFT DEFORE THE
BOAT SANK,

SOME OF THE WOMEN, TOO, STARTED
GETTING IN THE WATER,

DON'T DO T,
MARAM, IT WonN'T B
CHANGE ANYTHING!

Il LI k.




IT SOUNDS A BIT LIKE A HolLywooD MOVIE WHEN | TELL IT THIS WAY,
BUT THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED,
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WE ALL STOPPED, FROZEN, WE DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO THINK

STRANGELy, iN THE MOMENT, | DIDN'T THINK INSTEAD | MAGINED HUMAN TRAFFICKERS
“OHEW! WERE SAVEN" \ \T\ OR SOHETHING ALONG THOSE LiINES,
(@
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iN SHORT, SOMETHING HARDLY BETTER THAN
WHAT WE WERE ALREADY DEALING WiTH,

BUT 1| WAS WRONG. WHEN THE BOAT IT WAS THE GREEK POLICE,
CAME CLOSER, WE SAW GREEK LETTERS

ON THE HULL, AND GU¥S IN UNIFORM. . ;
. YOLUTRE ALRIEHTH

REMAN CALH! 3

e l—
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| WONDERED HOW THEYD
MANAGED TO SPOT US,




WERE HERE TO
HELP yOU
™ $2Q

NE-150

CHILDREN
FIAST, WE

A+ SOME DIDN'T UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY
WERE TOLD, THEY DION'T KNOW WHAT WAS
HAPPENING. THEY JUST WANTED TO LIVE,

| Tl T
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THAT'S My SONI
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THAT S Hy SO (
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yOULL GET

DON'T WORRY,
i BACK,

LISTEN U beod WERE TAKING
you To SAMOS.
YOl HAVE TO REMHAIN

SEATED, UNDERSTOOD?

@_ h
'g ?w@%ﬂ, q

P/\/WV
WE TOLP YOU
70 5! 7/










THE SUN FINALLY ROSE, AND WE SAW SAMOS,

IT WAS FARTHER AWAy THAN WED THOUGHT,
WED NEVER HAVE MADE iT THERE By ROWING.

LET ALCNE SWiHMING.

WE RODE FOR ANOTHER HOUR BEFORE
ARAIVING AT ONE OF THE ISLAND'S PORTS.

WERE EXHAUSTED AND CHILLED TO THE BONE,
WE HAD NOTHING BUT OUR WET CLOTHING.

MADE IT THROUGH THE HARDEST PART
OF My JOURNEY. BUT | WAS WRONG.




L2
ANNRNNIks

"wyoU TRYING TO GO NORTH?"



iN A FEW MINUTES,
WE'LL RECORD YOUR IDENTITIES,

TO STAY HERE
FOR THE HOMENT,

L

THEN THE POLICE OFFICER SAID SOMETHING
THAT i DIDN'T UNDERSTAND AT THE TiME,

YOURE LUCKY,
TODAY iS5
TUESDAY:,

N

WHILE WE WAITED To BE REGISTERED, SOME
PEOPLE—NO DOUET MEMBERS OF ORGANIZATIONS
HELPING HMIGRANTS—BROUGHT

US COFFEE AND COOKIES.

i KNEW | ABSOLUTELY
HAD TO CALL MOSAB,
THE SyRIAN D LEFT WITH
THE SMUGGLER'S MONEY,

BUT | HAD NO SERVICE,



EXCUSE ME, COULD i
BORROW YOUR PHONE?

I HAVE NO
SERVICE,

PLEASE FORM A LINE,
WERE GOING To REGISTER yoU

—L'ﬁ
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN! HAVE YOUR IDENTITY DOCUMENTS
THIS WAY, PLEASE! READY, IF ¥OU HAVE THEM.

THIS TOOK A GOOD WALF HOUR,

ZUBAIR
AREZU,

THEN THEY PUT US ON A BUS.




WE ARRIVED AT A SORT OF CAHR
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PEOFLE HAD SCRAWLED ALL OVER THE WALLS -
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iIT LOOKED A LOT LKE A PRISON




|1 YOU'RE LUCKY YOU GOT HERE TODAY! r‘

TS5 TUESDAY, AND THE FERRY ToO
ATHENS ONLY LEAVES ON TUESDAYS.

|

ONCE WERE REGISTERED,
THEY SEND US TO ATHENS,

WHILE WE WAIT FOR
THE FERRY, THEY
KEEP US HERE,
iITS NOT 50 GREAT,
AS yOU CAN SeE,

=~ 71

WEDNESDAY..

|

b |

I WAS STARTING TO UNDERSTAND WHy WE ==
WERE "LUCKy" TO HAVE ARRIVED TODAY.




ULTIMATELY, My STAY AT THE CAMP WOULD
BE VERY BRIEF, HARDLY AN HOUR AFTER

=

7.




ITLL LET youU STAY
iN GREECE FOR
A FEW WEEKS,

)

N

WE RODE FOR ABOUT FIFTEEN MINUTES..

THEN you
HAVE TO LEAVE.

THEN ARRIVED AT
ANOTHER PORT,
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SEE THE Biz

BOAT, HADI?

THIS IS5 A REAL BOAT FOR
CROSSING THE SEA.

AND yOU'LL RETURN To
THE DETENTION CENTER




/

PO yOU KNOW IF
THERE'S A SHOP
SoMEWHERE NEAREY?
[Hﬂ PROBLEM:

JUST THAT WAY,
ON YOUR RIGHT,

WELLOME TO GREELE, ‘1

Sy |




i DON'T KENOW iF THAT'S A GOOD IDEA,
THE FERRY'S LEAVING ANy HMINUTE,

YOU'LL HAVE
T STAY HERE
FOR A WEEK.

TO LET US ALL KNOW
HowW HUNGRY HE IS,




THEY DIDN'T WAVE DIAPERS BUT | GRABBED HMILK, _COOKIES, A PACK OF CIGARETTES.
A BOTTLE, S0ME BANANAS.
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THEY'RE HAVING US GET ON AT
THE END, AFTER THE TOURISTS.

IT FELT PRETTY SURREAL TO ENCOUNTER
TOURISTS AFTER THE MIGHT WED JUST HAD,




THE WAy Up

THEY LOOKED AT US, SURELY
CURIOUS TO KNOW WHAT
HAD HAPPENED TO US.




—J THE UPPER DECK WAS EXCLUSIVELY FOR MIGRANTS.

ITS A NICE,
BiG BOAT

THE DAY WAS SUNNY AND WARM,

LY




| ReALLy, yOURE NOT BOTHERING US, }%

I'M SORRY, CAN | BOTHER
you ONE MORE TIME?

| irs FiNe. |

i CAN FIND WATER FOR HIS BOTTLE,

| Besives, your SoN is very Goob: |

AHA! THAT THING MUST 2 | —
ABLE TO HAKE HOT WATER.




SHHH, LiITTLE
GUY, YOUR
DARDY S ON T,




By THE WAY.

A LITTLE WAYS AwWAY, | HEARD ANOTHER SyRIAN
(WHOD BEEN ON OUR BOAT) TALKING ABOUT

OUR HISADVENTURE THE MIGHT BEFORE, I MANAGED TO PHONE My

FAMILY IN SAUDI ARABIA TO
ASK THEM To CALL FOR MELR

ISEHICEFHM.HEWGFSEWJEE,

THE BOAT WAS
FILLING WITH WATER,




50 THE ARRIVAL OF THE POLICE HAD NOT BeEeN A TOTAL ACCIDENT, iT WASN'T S0 MUCH LIKE A
HOLLYWOOD MOVIE AFTER ALL, HAHA! ==& ;

WiTH THE SIZE OF OUR BOAT, THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE, AND
ALL THE HUBBUS, | HADN'T SEEN HiM MAKE THE CALL.




! STEPPED AWAY FROM THEM To SMOKE
A CIGARETTE,

IT WAS STRANGE. NoW THE SEA
LOCKED 50 CALM AND BEAUTIFUL

.-f

WHEN D FOUND iT SO0 DANGEROUS AND SCARY
THE NIGHT BEFORE.
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BUT AFTER WHAT WE
JUST WENT THROUGH,
: i WANT OWE,

LL:: NIHAD OK WITH youU SMOKING? |

—L | WoT ReALty. |




iT WAS VERY HOT oN THE UPPER DECK, 50 i GOT
H iNG FOR A PLACE To SLEEP

i KNEW THERE WERE HORE “ADVENTURES" ANEAD
OF US AND | WANTED TO ENJOY THIS MOHENT
OF RESPITE, Ty

A WeLL, AT LEAST
\( NO ONE'S GOING H
Ta SIT NEXT
To US, 50

WELL HAVE THE
WHOLE BENCH TO

STRETCH oUT ON,
\ "-...,___
]




MANL IRE BUNT ARMYEL Al THE PFURT N ATHEND IV ITNE MILVLE OF ITHE MIEHT,
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A5 MIGRANTS, WE WERE THE LAST
TO GET OFF. e
2 - " -

THERE'S NO ONE TO
1y A SUPERVISE OUR ARRIVAL,
Wiy gy i

THE CiTY SEEMED GIFANTIC,

’, OUR FUTURES ARE IN OUR OWN
HANDS NOW, My FRIENDS,
[ |
WE HAVE VISAS,
WERE FREE,
L

WERE STiLL REQUIRED TO ‘
GET OUT OF GREECE.

| | i




NO ONE WAS PLANNING TO STAY, ANYWAY. THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC SITUATION LEFT US LITTLE HOPE
OF BUILDING A GOOD LIFE WERE.

My WIFE'S ALREADY THERE,
I,_ ; ’
b

1k :
FROM WHAT i'VE HEARD, ] n
GERMANY IS MORE WELCOMING. ) rnﬂ A LONG TWE.

=51 |

WE CAN START OFF
TOGETHER AT LEAST,







S0 OUR LITTLE GROUP OF MIGRANTS SPLIT UP

--.I::'—__.:__“--.___ ——

OO0 LUCK)

il
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THANKS! YOU ToD!

r

HMAYBE WELL
MEET AGAIN,

ST

OUR DRIVERS ENGLISH WAS REALLY BAD

Ll Em

i TAKE yOU MIGRANT PLACE.




HE DROPPED US OFF IN THE CENTER OF TOWMN.

] GOODBYE,

iN VICTORIA SQUARE,
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AN OPEN=-AIR
REFUNFEE CAMP




iI'VE GOT A BUS
THAT'S ABOUT To
LEAVE FOR MACEDOWIA,

==
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PSSTY you TRyiNG
TO 0 NORTH?
"

oagad

| igan
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1 I'VE GOT A BUS LEAVING IN THE AFTERNOON, {

¥
(/f’

l M CHARGING €200

PER PERSONM,

)




iLL DO IT FOR €150

HEY! QUIT HOViING IN ON Hy CUSTOMERS
THEY'RE NOT yoOUR CUSTOMERS,
YOU JUST STARTED TALKING,

TO THEM, THAT'S ABDUT To LEAVE, PER PERSON, AND

DON'T LISTEN [ | HAVE A BUS THﬂTwHE‘LL CALL iT €120

TOO EXPENSIVE! \e== THE Wil RIDES FREE.

WELL? WHAT
PO yOU SAY?




|
[/ THE BUS WiLL TAKE yoU _ OUR DRIVER KNOWS EXACTLY
: To THE MACEDONIAN BORDER, L : WHERE TO DROP YOU OFF 50

| NOTHING HAPPENS To you.
'\
El'
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] IT TAKES ABOUT THREE OR FOUR

f— O —

| == LEAVING THE PARK, BEHIND, WE
| PLUS, YOU CAN GRAB SOMETHING TRAVELED DOWN DARK STREETS

‘ TO EAT WHILE yOU WAIT. LINED WiTH SHADY BARS,

B My COUSIN HAS 2 : )
[ "; : :

: } 4 A RESTAURANT
] . CLOSE By
b=

1 CARRyY A TUNE TO
SAVE YOUR LiFE! 2

: ‘_-I.: B R
o B = s L S
L1
' &
ROCK-A-BYE
eAMBYYY. |
= >

00, WHAT A CUTE
LITTLE GUy!
(

/ THIS WOULDN'T TURN OUT TO BE A TRAP



YOU'VE GOT TWO HOURS, YOU
SHOULD EAT WHILE YOU CAN,
T
=
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{ DOES OUR €720 INCLUDE THIS? V= +. [ AND [ DATING ANGELA ==
s HERKEL, WAHA!

7/§§~— “F':‘“”“*““J; |

D
ALL OF THE CUSTOMERS A TyPICAL PLALE, ONE OF THOSE
THERE WERE MIGRANTS. "BUSINESSES OF DISTRESS"
= AU PHONE CHARGERS,
Hi, HERE'S OUR COMPASSES, LIGHTERS,.
HENU IF you
WANT TO EAT,
3 G\ 5

| s
M AND iF NOT, WE HAVE

A WHOLE RANGE OF
USEFUL ITEMS FOR YOU,




| po you WAve pirpers? |

H’”F d
WE DON'T.

\

fLL HAVE THE SHAWARMA. |

THE SAME.

ol =
|
AND A S5IM CARD,

[ WHy Do you Neep THAT? |

WERE LEAVING
GREECE IN TWO WOURS,

g | 1| EI_ E _'I_" S
iTS FOR SOMETHING URGENT, |
| i A I

| OH? FIYE SHAWARMAS
s AND A .ﬁlﬁ_ﬁﬁlﬂﬁ.
@ 7
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) = -
L ! s
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sl |
AND WE SHOULD MAYEE CONSIDER
STARTING TO STOCK DIAPERS,

IT WAS REALLY URGENT THAT | CALL MOSAB,

&= HeRe you 6ol |

SHAWARMA AND
A SIM CARD,

i HOPED | HADN'T CAUSED ANy PROBLEMS FOR HIM,

iLL BE BACK
iN FIVE MINUTES.
e




THE SMUGGLER HAS
BEEN THREATENING
ME FOR DAYS.

A v o
PRAISE ALLAH, yoU FINALLY CALLED &
bbbl

IN ANy CASE, THANKS 50
MUCH FOR YOUR HELP MOSAS.

HOW COULD HE KNOW THAT?

. e ]
HOW ARE yOU? DID THE TRIP GO OK?

;-:-‘i-.:‘"*'"-.*i:':-: :"- = |."-.'= #..'{" :"-"— ol e

THANKS AGAIN,
AND GOOD LUCK,




GOOD TO HEAR;M

THIS SHAWARMA
i5 TERRIBLE.

| DbisgusTiNgs

AT THIS POINT, A5 LONG AS IT DOESN'T
MAKE U5 SICK, THAT'S GOOD ENOUGH FOR ME!

TO CALL yOUR FAMILY TO LET THEM

WHY DIDN'T yOU TAKE A HOMENT THEN
KNOW yOU WERE SAFE AND SOUND?
1

I WANTED
TO CALL THEM
ONCE WE WERE
REALLy SAFE AND
SECURE,

=

i KNEW My
JOURNEY WASN'T
OVER YET.




FOR THE MOMENT, | COULD THINK OF ONLY ONE THING: MOVING FORWARD,













