


INTRODUCTION
The first time I met Chris Kenner he showed me a coin effect that was truly special. He placed

four coins down on the floor and moved his hands slowly above the coins, several inches away, and

the coins vanished and reappeared with a beauty I have never seen before. It was incredible to

watch, a truly magical moment, and I have not seen coin magic to compare with it ever. The great-

est challenge to any magician is to create that moment that amazes you down deep where you live.

Since then, I have found that everything Chris performs is truly magical.

I have a soft spot for close-up magic, and try to include at least one routine per television special;

among others: the card on train window, the Gypsy Thread, the bill switch, the torn and restored

heart, the card in balloon and the Linking Rubber Bands. Close up foregoes the electricity of "big-

ness" for the power of intimacy.

As a friend, I have learned to appreciate Chris' two greatest qualities: a creative and pragmatic

magical mind and an insane, off-beat sense of humor. His concepts are thorough, developed, and

his magic is practical. He can take an idea and come up with its most magical application. As this is

being written, t am using one of his ideas every night in my live stage show.

Chris is always thinking about magic. When not performing or creating new effects he is

putting out his Magic Man Examiner, the coolest, new magic magazine.

If you are new to the magic of Chris Kenner, I can flatly state that he has had a great effect on our

art, and many of his ideas have been the basis on which others have built reputations. This book

will give his creations the wider audience they deserve.

You are in for a treat

David Copperfield 1992



I couldn't decide which one of my friends to ask to write this PRELUDE, and since the book has to be in

the printer's hands within two hours, I decided to write it myself. This is usually where the author decides

to lay down the law on how magic should be executed and performed. This is not my intent here. I just

want to tell you a little bit about what I do and who I am.

I make my living performing magic. I perform, regularly, at Illusions restaurant in Carmel, Indiana. For

the past four years, I have been fortunate to be able to perform close-up as well as stand-up magic six

nights a week. This has given me a great oppurtunityto develop my own personal style of performing,

sharpen my skills, and polish new material. This versatility allows me to adapt to any function from walk-

around magic to perfoming for a thousand people at a corporate event.

I have many sources which influence my magic and performing style. I love creative things; the way

products are designed and advertised, the way certain movie directors and writers can put their visions

and dreams into something tangible, and even the simple uniqueness of everyday fife.

Many items in this book are directly out of my performing repertoire. These routines have been the

result of many years of problem solving to make the magic as simple and practical as possible. I hope that

this book will inspire creative thought and hard work. Just remember one thing; You don't have to drive

down the beaten path and the owls are not what they seem. Enjoy....

Chris Kenner
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