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A week in the life of the world Inside

9June 2023
A year ago, the Indigenous expert Bruno Pereira E 6 GLOBAL REPORT
and Guardian contributor Dom Phillips were Headlines from the last
murdered in aremote area of the Brazilian sevendays
Amazon. They had travelled there to meet with 10 BrazilRemembering
Indigenous activists who patrol the Javari valley to Bruno and Dom
protect it from illegal fishing and mining gangs.

Their deaths laid bare the environmental [f7H33 SPOTLIGHT
devastation inflicted under Brazil’s former In-depth reporting]
president, Jair Bolsonaro, as well as the extreme and analysis
threat to those who dare to disrupt the activitiesof | [I7 UKraine Fightbacklooms]
exploitative industries in the region. That’s why, 22 IndiaCriminal case opens
in collaboration with an international consortium, over train disaster
the Guardian has published the Bruno and Dom 25 UK Blue wall” crumbles]
project: a series that seeks to honour theirworkand | [26 Australia The war hero
continue it. You’ll find a selection of pieces in this turned villain
week’s edition and the rest are available online - for | [28 Niger Violence escalates as
more details turn to[page 13} USroleis questioned

A The Bruno and Dom project[Page 10 > 30 Health How much water
k3 dowereally need?
" X & ot oy Evacuations were under way in southern Ukraine 33 US Biden’s debt dealwin|
& ; 8 % s #0880 | this weekafter flooding caused by the destruction
* of a major hydroelectricdam in Russian-controlled | 34-@4 FEATURES
Re Z_ u r n Z n g l— O Kherson. The disaster came amid signs that Kyiv’s Long reads, interviews
long-awaited counterattack was taking shape. and essays
Z’ h e A m a ZO n Julian Borger and Dan Sabbagh report from Kyiv. 34 Delving into animal minds
/ Spotlight[Page 171> By Adam Kirsch
40 The power of the podcast
d a m C O Z Z apSe Will we ever understand how - or what - animals By Rachel Aroesti
are thinking? Adam Kirsch’s fascinating long read
y U] y d explores new research about the capabilities of [45/-50 OPINION]
Zn <r a Z n e a n animal minds. Then, in a complete change of pace, 45 Simon Tisdall
Rachel Aroesti considers the global rise of podcasts, How to stop Europe’s
th e pOwe}/‘ Of and how they have thrived by bringing a more rightward lurch
intimate, engaging feel to audio journalism. 47 Martha Gill
: Features From[page 34> It’s OK to reframe fairytales
animal thought —Towm At
Finally, there’s an unusual byline in our Opinion Why I’m feeling flat about
section: the comic actor Rowan Atkinson, who electric cars
explains why his love affair with electric cars has
waned - and the steps we should take to reduce the @ 59 CULTURE
environmental damage of the automobile industry. TV, film, music, theatre,
Opinion[Page 48~ art, architecture & more
01 Visualarts
Galleries keep it fresh
P meemsl  On the cover 55 stage
AT tee il As the Amazon Indigenous leader Beto Marubo The growing scourge of
: ' writes for us this week: "Bruno and Dom have now misbehaving audiences
become part of the oral history of all the peoples 58 BooKks
of the Javari valley. But Brazil runs the risk of Homage to George Orwell
forgetting, or even betraying them ... Can we count
}, on our leaders in Brasilia to do the right thing?” [60[161 LIFESTYLE
Photoillustration: 60 Ask Annalisa
* Alex Mellon/Guardian Design My controlling boyfriend
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Headlines from the
last seven days

UKRAINE

‘Noimmediate nuclearrisk’
after collapse of dam

Ukrainian and UN experts said
there seemed to be noimmediate
safety threat to the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant from the
collapse of the Nova Kakhovka
dam, about 200km downstream.

The Ukrainian nuclear energy
corporation, Energoatom, said in
a statement that the situation at
the plant was “under control”, and
the International Atomic Energy
Agency said its experts at the site
were monitoring the situation and
there was “noimmediate nuclear
safety risk”. But there are long
term concerns over safety and
the possibility the plant could be
operated again.

The Ukrainian government
accused Russia of blowing up
the dam on the Dnipro River,
and called for people living
downstream to evacuate in the
face of catastrophic flooding. The
governor of the Kherson region,
Oleksandr Prokudin, said about
16,000 people were in the “critical
zone” on the Ukrainian-controlled
right bank of the river.

The disaster happened on the
second day of Ukrainian operations
likely to mark the early stages
of a counteroffensive. It could
affect any Ukrainian plans for an
amphibious assault across theriver.
Spotlight{Page 17>

POLAND

againstrightwing leaders

Hundreds of thousands of people
marched through central Warsaw
to protest against the country’s
rightwing populist government
before a delicately poised election
due later in the year.

The Law and Justice (PiS) party
came to power in 2015, since
when it has eroded democratic
norms, attacked the independent
judiciary and launched campaigns
against the LGBTQ+ community
and reproductive rights.

“We’re half a million people
here, it’s arecord,” said Donald
Tusk, the former prime minister
who leads the Civic Platform
opposition grouping. He said
the march last Sunday had
been the biggest political
gathering since Poland regained
independence after the
communist period.

BRAZIL

Police charge ‘mastermind’
behind Amazon murders

Brazilian police have charged the
alleged leader of a “transnational
criminal organisation” with being
the mastermind of the murders of
Dom Phillips and Bruno Pereira in
the Amazon one year ago.

Ruben Dario da Silva Villar is the
alleged leader of a transnational
illegal fishing network that
operated in the border region
between Brazil, Colombia and Peru.

Three local fishers are
currently in prison awaiting trial
on suspicion of murdering the
British journalist and the Brazilian
Indigenous expert who were
shot dead while returning from a
reporting trip to the remote Javari
valley region on 5 June 2022.

Last Sunday, the Brazilian
broadcaster TV Globo revealed
that federal police had formally
charged two more men over the
murders. They are Silva Villar and
Janio Freitas de Souza, a fisher
whois allegedly one of Silva
Villar’s henchmen.

Police charged Silva Villar with
ordering the murders and the
concealment of the bodies of the
victims. Souza was charged with
participation in both crimes.
Special investigation[Page 1d -

UNITED STATES
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Biden signs off debt ceiling
bill, ending risk of default

Joe Biden signed off a bipartisan bill
to solve the US debt ceiling crisis
last Saturday, narrowly averting a
catastrophic and unprecedented
default. The president hailed the
bill as “a big win for our economy
and the American people”.

The compromise package passed
the Republican-led House and
Democrat-led Senate last week.
Biden acknowledged it leaves
neither Republicans nor Democrats
fully pleased with the outcome. But
the result, after weeks of torturous
negotiations, shelves the debt
ceiling issue until 2025, after the
next presidential election.
Spotlight[Page 33>

UNITED STATES

\

Pence enters Republican
race against old boss Trump

Mike Pence, who as Donald
Trump’s vice-president narrowly
escaped harm at the hands of
the January 6 rioters, declared
his candidacy for the Republican
presidential nomination next year,
pitting him against his former
boss. The former congressman
and Indiana governor, an
evangelical conservative, enters
a primary dominated by Trump,
who enjoys commanding polling
leads, well clear of his nearest
challenger, the rightwing Florida
governor, Ron DeSantis.

A Pence run has long been
expected but he has not so far
registered significantly in polling.
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n CANADA

Tenant halts developer’s
push to force her out

A tenant in a Montreal apartment
block has halted a multimillion-
dollar development in a standoff
that has focused attention on the
lack of affordable housing.

Property developer Mondev has
been trying for years to persuade
Carla White to move from her
C$400-a-month ($300) apartment
so it can demolish a row of mostly
abandoned buildings and build
176 luxury apartments.

Under Quebec regulations,
White’s rent has been frozen to
ensure it remains affordable.

The city’s demolition
committee has approved plans to
tear down a number of buildings,
including White’s complex.

But the committee also said
the developer needed to find a
solution for White.

ol

COLOMBIA

President’s allies resign
amid wiretapping scandal

Two of Gustavo Petro’s political
allies have resigned as the

president’s office was embroiled in
a scandal involving a nanny, illegal

wiretaps and a missing briefcase
full of cash.

Petro’s closest adviser, Laura
Sarabia, and his power broker,

Armando Benedetti, stepped down

last Friday after an investigation
into allegations made by Marelbys
Meza, the nanny to Sarabia’s son.

Meza said she had been accused
of stealing a briefcase containing
$7,000 from Sarabia’s apartment.

Last Thursday, Colombia’s attorney

general’s office said intelligence
services had tapped the phones of

Meza and another domestic worker

at Sarabia’s home.

NORWAY

published a damning report on
historic injustices against Sami,
Kvens and other Indigenous
groups.

Norway’s parliament set up
the truth and reconciliation
commission in 2018 to examine
policies and activities relating
to Indigenous people, including
attempts to assimilate them.

It was mandated to look at the
repercussions of the country’s
“Norwegianisation policy” on
languages and culture, and social
and mental health consequences
for individuals and groups.

e, e SR
Report exposes injustices
against Indigenous people
A parliamentary commission has

d

SERBIA

Thousandsrally in Belgrade
in anti-government protest

Tens of thousands of people
gathered last Saturday for the fifth
anti-government protest in recent
weeks in the capital, Belgrade,
after two shootings that killed

18 people, half of them children.

The “Serbia against violence”
protests have evolved into
some of the largest rallies since
demonstrations triggered the fall
of strongman Slobodan MiloSevic
more than two decades ago.

The protests followed shootings
in May that left 18 dead and
wounded several others. Nine
of the dead were students at a
Belgrade elementary school who
were gunned down by a 13-year-
old pupil. A day later, a 21-year-old
man killed eight outside Belgrade.

Truck driver arrested over
mystery potatosmash

A 57-year-old truck driver has
been detained after loads of
potatoes were found scattered
on a bridge linking two Danish
islands. The driver was held on
suspicion of causing reckless
endangerment to life.

The first spill was reported
on the westbound side of the
Storebaelt Bridge on Thursday.
A similar incident happened on
the eastbound side later. “It looks
weird,” police spokesperson
Kenneth Taanquist said. “We are
working on two hypotheses: it is
either an accident orit ... hasbeen
done deliberately.”

|
|
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SUDAN

Fighting escalates after
breakdown in ceasefire talks

Fighting intensified in several
areas of Khartoum after a ceasefire
deal expired, residents reported,
as activists said a new outburst of
violence in North Darfur state had
left at least 40 people dead.

The ceasefire between Sudan’s
army and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces began on 22 May
and expired last Saturday.

Brokered by Saudi Arabia and
the United States, the temporary
truce calmed the fighting slightly
and allowed limited humanitarian
access, but like previous ceasefires
was repeatedly violated. Talks to
extend it broke down last Friday.

Sudan’s deadly power struggle,
which erupted on 15 April, has
triggered a humanitarian crisis
in which more than 1.5 million
people have been displaced.

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023

Pressure on talent agency
to address abuse claims

Pressure was building this week
on one of Japan’s most powerful
talent agencies to address
allegations of sexual abuse by

its founder, Johnny Kitagawa, as
survivors and celebrities called for
a publicreckoning.

Kitagawa, who died in 2019 aged
87, has been accused of sexually
assaulting multiple boys. It is
claimed he evaded justice because
his victims knew that speaking out
would ruin their careers.

The number of survivors who
have made allegations has risen
since a BBC documentary about
the pop mogul was aired in March.
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ZIMBABWE

NEW ZEALAND

Criticism of government
outlawed as elections loom

A new “patriotic bill” has banned
criticism of the government
before elections in August, with
violations punishable by up to
20 years injail.

Opposition activists say the
bill, which criminalises “wilfully
damaging the sovereignty and
national interest of Zimbabwe”,
is designed to punish civil society

Five murder charges for
man arrested for hostel fire

Police filed five murder charges
against the man they saylita
deadly fire at a Wellington hostel
on 16 May. Police had filed arson
charges against the 48-year-old,
who was not immediately named,
accusing him of setting firetoa
couch and to the hostel itself.
More than 100 people were
staying at the four-storey Loafers

organisations and opponents of
the ruling Zanu-PF party.

The new bill, which was passed
last Wednesday, has raised fears
that the government could launch
a crackdown on dissent before
the general election on 23 August,
when the country’s president,
Emmerson Mnangagwa, will be

Lodge hostel when the fire tore
through the building.

Some people fled in their
pyjamas and others were
rescued by firefighters from the
roof or jumped from windows.
The fire caused parts of the roof

| and a floor to collapse.

seeking a second term.
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Global report

Arrestsmade onanniversary
of Tiananmen Square

Hong Kong police detained
more than 20 people, including
prominent pro-democracy
figures, on the 34th anniversary
of the bloody Tiananmen Square
crackdown in China, while
Chinese authorities tightened
access to Tiananmen Square in
central Beijing.

Police in Hong Kong said last
Sunday they had detained 23
people aged between 20 and 74
who were suspected of “breaching
the peace”. One woman, 53, was
arrested for obstructing police
officers.

Chan Po-ying, above, a veteran
activist and head of the League of
Social Democrats, was held briefly
in a Hong Kong shopping district -
an area that for years was the site
of commemorations of the bloody

BURKINA FASO

Crisis neglected as world’s
focus remains on Ukraine

The displacement of 2 million
people has been named the
world’s most neglected crisis,
while attention and aid has been
focused on Ukraine, according
to the Norwegian Refugee
Council (NRC).

Burkina Faso has endured five
years of conflict with militias -
who have attacked water sources
and forced school closures - now
controlling up to 40% of the
country’s territory.

About 800,000 people in these
areas have no access to services,
according to the report, and
a quarter of the population relies
on humanitarian aid. The NRC
said a siege on the city of Djibo
means many have resorted to
eating wild leaves to survive.

Ukraine received five times
more media coverage and
four times more funding than
the world’s 10 most crucial
displacement crises, according to
areport by the NRC.

“That this crisis is already so
deeply neglected shows a failure
of the international system
toreact to newly emerging
crises,” said Jan Egeland, NRC’s

4 June 1989 crackdown in China. secretary general.
PALESTINE AUSTRALIA
Boy, 3, shot by Israeli Woman pardoned after 20

soldiers dies in hospital

A three-year-old Palestinian boy
has died in hospital, four days
after he was shot in the head by
Israeli soldiers while riding in a
car with his father in the occupied
West Bank.

Mohammed al-Tamimi was
airlifted to the Sheba hospital near
Tel Aviv after the incident last
Thursday night and remained in
a critical condition until medical
officials announced his death on
Monday. The Israel Defence Forces
(IDF) said troops had opened fire
near the village of Nabi Saleh after
Palestinian gunmen fired shots.

IDF officials later said that an
investigation had been opened.

yearsinjail over child deaths

Kathleen Folbigg was pardoned
and released after two decades
in prison over the deaths of her
four children, after a decision of
the New South Wales attorney
general, Michael Daley.

Folbigg, who maintained her
innocence, had served 20 years of
a 25-year sentence for murdering
three of her children, and the
manslaughter of one child.

Daley on Monday released
findings by an inquiry into Folbigg’s
convictions, led by the former state
chief justice Thomas Bathurst, who
said he had reached “a firm view
that there was reasonable doubt as
to the guilt of Ms Folbigg”.

The big story[p10]>

JAPAN

DEATHS

Vending machines to offer
free food if earthquake hits

The country has extended natural
disaster preparations to vending
machines, which will offer free
food and drink in the event of
a major earthquake or typhoon.
Two machines have been
installed in the western coastal
city of Ako, in aregion vulnerable
to a powerful earthquake that is
expected to hit the central and
south-west Pacific coast in the
next few decades.
The machines, which contain
about 300 bottles and cans of
soft drinks and 150 emergency
food items, including nutritional
supplements, have been installed
near buildings that have been
designated as evacuation shelters.
They are designed to unlock in
the event of a heavy rain warning,
or an evacuation order after
an earthquake.

VIETNAM

Concern as climate activists
arrested for ‘tax evasion’

Police arrested an environmental
activist after accusing her of tax
evasion, charges that have been
dismissed by critics as politically
motivated.

Hoang Thi Minh Hong, a former
chief executive of Change, an
environmental NGO, was detained
with her husband, Nam Hoang,
and former staff members of
Change in Ho Chi Minh City
on Wednesday.

The detention came after the
imprisonment of four activists
under similar circumstances. Phil
Robertson, from Human Rights
Watch, said such use of tax law
was a “troubling development”.

Ghanaian writer,
academic and
former education
minister. She died
on 31 May,
aged 81.

Illya Kabakov
Ukrainian-born
conceptual artist
considered to be
one of the most
influential of the
Soviet Union. He
died on 27 May,
aged 89.

Kaija Saariaho
Acclaimed
Finnish composer
and musical
modernist. She
died on 2 June,
aged 70.

Cynthia Weil
Lyricist who
co-wrote pop
classics including
You've Lost That
Lovin’ Feelin’ and
On Broadway. She
diedon 1 June,
aged 82.

Jim Hines
Two-time Olympic
gold-winning
sprinter, the
first manto run
100 metresin
under 10 seconds.
He died on 3 June,
aged 76.

Joy McKean
Australian country
music singer-
songwriter, and
wife and manager
of Slim Dusty. She
died on 25 May,
aged 93.

9June2023 The Guardian Weekly
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CLIMATE CRISIS

Research group catalogues
range of threats facing planet

Human activity has pushed Earth
into the danger zone in seven out of
eight newly demarcated indicators
of planetary safety and justice.

A report by the Earth Commission
group of scientists presents
disturbing evidence that, beyond
climate disruption, our planet faces
growing crises of water availability,
nutrient loading, ecosystem
maintenance and aerosol pollution.
These pose threats to the stability
of life-support systems and worsen
social equality. The study was
published in Nature.

CONSERVATION

Selective ban on fishing ‘does
not diminish catch overall’

Banning fishing in a Mexican marine
park did not reduce the fishing
catch. A study looked at whether
banning commercial fishing from
the Revillagigedo national park,
which covers 147,000 sq km of
Pacific Ocean west of Mexico, would
reduce the country’s catch volumes.

The authors said the finding
showed that large marine protected
areas (MPA) could contribute to
a “more sustainable and equitable
use of the ocean, without significant
economic repercussions on the
fishing industry”.

Before fishing in the MPA was
banned in 2017, Mexico’s $1bn
fishing sector had warned it could

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023

reduce the catch of tuna and other
pelagic fish by 20%.

But catch data comparisons
from the four years before and after
the ban showed the MPA “had no
causal effect on catches or area use,
and therefore did not cause harm
[to the Mexican fishing fleet]”, said
Fabio Favoretto, a postdoctoral
scholar at Scripps Institution
of Oceanography in San Diego,
California, and the lead author of the
peer-reviewed study, published in
Science Advances.

ASTRONOMY

Geyser on Saturn moon spits
water at 300 litres per second

Astronomers have spotted an
enormous plume of water vapour
blasting out of Enceladus, a tiny
moon of Saturn that is considered
one of the most promising places to
find life beyond Earth.

The record-breaking plume
reached nearly 10,000km into space
and poured water into the void at an
estimated rate of 300 litres a second.

The study is being published in
Nature Astronomy.

GREENHOUSE GASES

Rock powder spread on
farmland captures CO2

Research on the CO2 uptake of
Greenland rock flour, produced

by the grinding under Greenland’s
glaciers, estimated that 250kg of CO2
can be trapped per tonne when the
substance is spread on farm fields
where natural chemical reactions
break down the rock powder and
lead to CO2 from the air being fixed
in new carbonate minerals.

The researchers found about 8%
of this had been achieved after the
powder had been in soil for three
years in Denmark. The scientists
also calculated, in research
published in the International
Journal of Greenhouse Gas Control,
that 27m tonnes of CO2 could be
captured if all farmland in Denmark
was spread with the rock flour, an
amount similar to the country’s total
annual COz2 emissions.

<Young girls
pull containers of
water in northern
Kenya. Water
flow is one of
eight indicators
of global health
usedin the
analysis by the
Earth Commission
BRIAN INGANGA/AP
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Grams a day

of flavanols
needed for good
brain function
in older people,
accordingtoa
new study - as
presentina
modest intake
of tea, chocolate
and apples

Covid inquiry challenge to
be heard ‘very soon’

The high court will decide

“very soon” whether ministers
should be forced to hand over all
unredacted files demanded by the
Covid inquiry, MPs have been told.

In an attempt to allay concerns
of a cover-up, the Cabinet Office
minister Jeremy Quin faced down
fractious MPs on Monday and
denied any political involvement
in the scrutiny of such material.

Legal action launched by the
government last week had been
expedited, he said, with the first
hearing to go ahead “on or shortly
after 30 June”. He claimed the
government’s motive for the
unprecedented move to try to
limit the Covid inquiry’s powers
had been “misinterpreted”.

Ajudicial review is being sought
by the Cabinet Office because it
wants to avoid handing over the
entire WhatsApp history of Boris
Johnson and a former No 10 aide,
Henry Cook, as well as the former
prime minister’s notebooks.

Whitehall bosses believe the
government has the right to
decide what evidence to redact
before the files are handed over on
the basis of being irrelevant.

Quin said the move to seek a
judge’s ruling was to resolve a
“genuine and sincere difference
of opinion”. However, opposition
MPs and some senior Tories
voiced concerns that confidence
in the inquiry could be hit by the
government’s move.

Quin said he “fully supports
the vital work” of the inquiry, led
by Heather Hallett, a retired court
of appeal judge. He defended
redacting “unambiguously
irrelevant” WhatsApps - citing
discussions about personal issues
or unrelated policy.
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Eyewitness

0 Webs of influence
Ermine moth caterpillars
create ghostly scenes in
a graveyard at All Saints
church in the Berkshire
village of Bisham. The
insects spin webs to
protect themselves from
predators while they
feed, grow and develop
into adult moths. The
webs disintergrate as
summer progresses.

JILL MEAD

LABOUR

| Former civil servant cleared
totake uprole with Labour

The former civil servant Sue Gray
has been cleared to take up her
new role as Keir Starmer’s chief of
staff later this year after a vetting
board rejected calls for her to have
alonger period of gardening leave.

Gray, who led the investigation
into Partygate last year, took
ministers by surprise with a plan
to quit the civil service and work
for Labour. The announcement
triggered an inquiry and an
expectation that restrictions
would be placed on when she
could take up the role and what
she could do.

However, the Guardian
understands that the government
watchdog will say she should
wait for six months, rather than
the maximum two years it can
recommend for senior officials.

The head of the civil service,
Simon Case, as Gray’s former boss
in the Cabinet Office, had pushed
for the Advisory Committee on
Business Appointments to delay
her starting the new job for the
maximum two years.

TRANSPORT

Legal action over funding
cuts towalking and cycling

The government faces a legal
challenge toits decision to cut
investment in walking and
cycling in England, over claims
that the move bypassed legal
processes and risks scuppering
commitments made relating
to the climate emergency and
air pollution.

Lawyers acting for the
Transport Action Network, a
campaign group, have written
to the Department for Transport
to formally seek a judicial
review of the 50% reduction in
the money for active travel in
England that was announced
in March by Mark Harper, the
transport secretary.

WELFARE

Universal basicincome

tobe trialled in England

A universal basicincome of
£1,600 ($2,000) amonthis to be
trialled in England for the first
time. Thirty people will be paid
without conditions each month
for two years and will be observed
tounderstand the effects on

their lives. Two places have been
selected for the scheme: central
Jarrow, in north-east England, and
East Finchley, in north London.

Will Stronge, director of research
at the thinktank Autonomy,
which is backing the plan, said:
“We want to see what effect this
unconditional lump sum has on
people’s mental and physical
health, whether they choose to
work or not. Our society is going
to require some form of basic
income in the coming years, given
the tumult of climate change, tech
disruption and industrial transition
that lies ahead.”

Advocates argue that it can
provide a level of economic
security to everyone. Others say it
is expensive, and support should
be targeted.

The length

in metres of
MSC Loreto, the
world's largest
container ship,
which docked
at Felixstowe
last week. It can
hold 24,346
containers, or
97m shoeboxes
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A year on from the killings of Bruno Pereira
and Dom Phillips in the Amazon, Indigenous
activists are defending their land with new resolve

We'll continue to
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© The Itui and Itaquai rivers,
inside the Javari valley
Indigenous territory

RAFAEL VILELA/WASHINGTON POST/GETTY

BRAZIL

By Tom Phillips RIO DE JANEIRO

hree assassins
walked into abar deepin the Brazilian
Amazon one night last October. Beers
flowed, tongues loosened and the
men were overheard bragging about
their latest job. “We’re looking for
this Orlando bloke. We’ve come to
killhim,” one of theinebriated hitmen
apparently said, according to a tipoff
conveyed to their target.

The Orlando in question was
Orlando Possuelo, one of the Indig-
enous defenders who hasbeen seeking
to carry on the work of his colleague
Bruno Pereira since Pereira was mur-
dered along with the British journal-
ist Dom Phillips near the Javari valley
Indigenous territory last June.

The planned killing did not take
place. Who ordered it is unclear. But
Possuelo, who has had two close asso-
ciates murdered in four years, admit-
ted the warning had shaken him.
“Normally, I’'m fairly relaxed about
the threats ... but there are days you
wake up feelingabit haunted,” he said.

One year after the killings of Pereira
and Phillips - which laid bare the
environmental devastation inflicted

—_—
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under Brazil’s former president, Jair
Bolsonaro - Indigenous leaders and
non-Indigenous allies such as Pos-
suelo are intensifying their battle to
protect the world’s greatest rainforest
and the Indigenous peoples who have
lived there since longbefore European
explorers arrived in the 16th century.

The activists are defiant in the face
of the many dangers of confronting the
environmental criminals and organ-
ised crime groups who have tightened
their grip on the Amazon region.

“If they kill me, I’ll go to heaven,
because I'm defending my territory,”
said Daman Matis, 27, who helps to
police one of the waterways that illegal
goldminers use to invade protected
Indigenous lands.

Since taking power in January,
Brazil’s president, Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva, has strengthened efforts to
protect Indigenous communities and
the environment. It follows four years
of chaos and destruction under Bol-
sonaro, during which deforestation
and land invasions soared.

SixIndigenous territories have been

It's dangerous [on
forest patrol]. When
you confront the

invaders, they shoot
e R
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officially recognised, while federal
police operatives, environmental spe-
cial forces and army troops have been
deployed to the Amazon to reassert
control and send a message to the
world about Brazil’s commitment to
eradicating illegal deforestation and
fighting the climate emergency. “[We
want] to inaugurate a new era in the
region,” said Humberto Freire, the
head of Lula’s newly created federal
police department for the environ-
ment and the Amazon.

In Atalaiado Norte, theremoteriver
towntowhich Pereiraand Phillips were
travelling when they were ambushed,
acolossal floating police base has taken
up position, with a name hammering
home that desire. Nova Era (New Era)
isstamped in golden yellow letters on
the black metal hull.

For all the good intentions, Indig-
enous communities and their cham-
pionsremain under siegein the Javari
territory, home to the largest concen-
tration ofisolated Indigenous groups.

“I’d really love you to tell the story
of how everything’s fine now,” Pos-
suelo told the Guardian’s reporters
as they returned to the region for the
first time since the double murder, as
part of a collaborative investigation
coordinated by Forbidden Stories
paying tribute to the victims and the
causes they held dear. “But thereality
is that nothing’s changed.”

Possuelo’s bleak assessment does
not mean the Javari’s Indigenous
activists are giving up their fight.
Far fromit.

a
A A protest
in Sao Paulo
demands justice
for Dom Phillips
and Bruno Pereira
RODRIGO PAIVA/GETTY

V¥ Daman Matis,
left, who took
partin the search
for Pereira

and Phillips

JOAO LAET

Chapior

Protect and defend

Phillips, a longtime Guardian con-
tributor, waskilled while reporting on
the embryonic work of an Indigenous
patrol group that Pereira and Possuelo
had helped create, called the Javari
Valley Indigenous Monitoring Team,
or EVU as it is known in Portuguese.

Its mission involved equipping
Indigenous scouts with technology
such as drones, GPS trackers and
cameras. That equipment - coupled
with their peerless knowledge of the
rainforest - would help them detect
crimes taking place within their
territory, whichishometoabout 6,000
Indigenous people from the Kanamari,
Kulina, Korubo, Marubo, Matis, Mayo-
runa and Tsohom-dyapa groups.

On a recent afternoon, dozens of
Indigenous men, several still in their
teens, arrived at EVU’s base in Atalaia
do Norte to sign up to defend their
ancestral lands from a four-pronged
assault: poachers and fishing gangs
encroaching from the north, drug traf-
fickers from the west, goldminers from
the east and cattle ranchers from the
south.

“What they did to Bruno and the
journalist was so painful but we’re
going to continue fighting our enemies
until they cannolonger bearit,” vowed
18-year-old Clenildo Kulina.

Kulina grew up in a village on the
Curuca River, five days from Atalaia
by boat, and it was there that he first
met Pereira. The Indigenous expert,
then working for Brazil’s Indigenous
protection agency, Funai, was passing
through at the start of one of his gruel-
ling expeditions into the Javari’s jun-
gles and ventured into the rainforest



with Kulina’s uncle and cousin to
search for isolated Indigenous tribes
they hoped to protect. Kulina was too
youngtojointhem and Pereira’s death
robbed him of the chance to work with
him once he came of age. “But now I
have this opportunity and I’m going
to take advantage of it,” he said. “If I
have to die, it will be for our people.”
Another young volunteer, Marcelo
Chawan Kulina, also hoped to secure
aplace onone of the patrol teams that
Pereira regarded as crucial to the sur-
vival of the Javari’s tribes. “I feel anx-
iousandalittle bit afraid,” the 25-year-
old said. “It’s dangerous. When you
confront the invaders, they shoot.”
But he said he saw no other way of
resisting theillegal forces obliterating
the natural resources of his rainforest
home, an immense sprawl of coffee-
coloured rivers and dense jungle.
“They kill our animals and steal the
fish from ourlakes. Iwant this to stop,”
he said. “These invaders have seized
control of Indigenous territory.”

oo Three

Quest for justice
As a new generation of Indigenous
activists position themselves on the
frontline, prosecutors are working to
bring the killers of Pereira and Phillips
to justice. Three fishers are in high-
security prisons awaiting trial for
murder: two brothers called Amarildo
and Oseney da Costa de Oliveira, and
a third man, Jefferson da Silva Lima.
Amarildo, who is better known as
Pelado, and Da Silva Lima first con-
fessed to killing Phillips and Pereira
after chasing the pair down the Itaquai
River astheyreturned from afour-day
reporting trip to the entrance of the
Javari valley Indigenous territory,
though they later changed their story.
“Why the fuck did you do this?”
a third brother asked Pelado and Da
Silva Lima as he helped them hide
the victims’ belongings and bodies,
according to a confession made by
Pelado 11 days after the killings.
Nearly a year later, the answer to
that question remains confused.
Peladoinitially told police he had killed
Pereira in a fit of anger, infuriated by
the EVU’s “persecution” of the fishers
wholive alongthe Itaquai. But recently
he offered a different version, claiming
they had only shot at Pereira after he
had opened fire on them as they went
out to fish. He denied it had been pre-
meditated or ordered by someone else.

Speaking outsidea courtroomin the
city of Tabatinga, whereajudgeis con-
sideringwhether the three men should
face trial by jury, Oseney’s wife, Rai-
mundo Nonato, insisted her husband
was innocent. She claims Pelado and
DaSilvaLimaopened fireina “moment
ofrage” prompted by Pereira’s dogged
pursuit of fishers and poachers.

Last weekend police charged the
alleged leader of a “transnational
criminal organization” with being the
mastermind of the murders. Ruben
Darioda Silva Villar, the alleged leader
of a transnational illegal fishing net-
work that operated in the tri-border
region between Brazil, Colombia and
Peru, was charged with ordering the
murders and the concealment of the
bodies of the victims. Janio Freitas
de Souza, a fisher who was allegedly
one of Silva Villar’s henchmen along
the Itaquai River where Phillips and
Pereira were murdered, was charged
with participation in both crimes.

Clnptev {owm—

Javari’s history of tension
Nonato’s life story speaks to the pro-
found and enduring tensions between
the Javari’s Indigenous and non-
Indigenousinhabitants. Decades ago,
her father moved to the region from
Brazil’s impoverished north-east to
work asarubbertapper,atatime when
the government was urging citizens to
occupy what it falsely called a “land
without men”.
Nonatowasbornin1984,inariver-
side hamlet called Camboa, as conflict
raged between the Indigenous com-
munities and non-Indigenousincom-
ers. Press cuttings from that era paint a
picture of deadly tit-for-tat skirmishes
between the Korubo, an Indigenous
people known as the caceteiros (club
carriers), loggers and rubber tappers.
Korubo warriors used wooden
cudgelstobludgeoninvaderstodeath.
Loggers retaliated using guns and
“gifts” of poison-laced food. Indige-
nous people were “gunned down like
wild pigs”, one Indigenous expert,
Rieli Franciscato, told the newspa-
per O Globo, which estimated that
hundreds of Korubo had been killed.
Growing up in the jungle, Nonato
caught fleeting glimpses of the Korubo.
“They shave halftheir heads. They’re
funny-looking and really strong,” she
remembered. “I was scared of them.”

—=

—

» Bruno Pereirain
the Javari valley,
in a selfie that
was found on his
recovered phone

» Dom Phillips
believed that
Indigenous
people held
avitalrolein
protecting the
Amazon

Bruno Pereira, a Brazilian
Indigenous expert, and Dom
Phillips, a British journalist and
longtime Guardian contributor,
were killed on the Amazon’s
Itaquai River last June while
returning from a reporting trip to
the remote Javari valley region.

The attack prompted
international outcry and cast
a spotlight on the growing threat
to the Amazon.

A year after their deaths, the
Guardian has joined 15 other
international news organisations
in an investigation into organised
crime and resource extraction in
the Brazilian Amazon. The initiative
has been coordinated by Forbidden
Stories, the Paris-based non-profit
whose mission is to continue
the work of reporters who are
threatened, censored or killed.

The goal of the project is to
honour and pursue the work of
Bruno and Dom, to highlight the
importance of the Amazon and its
people - and to suggest possible
ways to save the Amazon.

For more articles in the series,
scan the code below or visit

[theguardian.com/brunoanddom
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Nonato said she felt reliefwhen, in
the late 1990s, Brazil’s government
began expelling non-Indigenous
outsiders, in an attempt to end the
conflict. The eviction forced her fam-
ily to move closer to Atalaia, where
there were schools. Many, however,
resented being kicked out, believing
they were being robbed of the right to
makealiving off the Javari’s abundant
fish stocks, wildlife and wood.

In the ensuing years, there were
a succession of armed attacks on a
government protection base at the
conflux of the Itaquai and Itui rivers,
one of the main entry points to the
Indigenous enclave.

The violence reached a peak with
the fatal shooting of Maxciel Pereira
dos Santos, an Indigenous protection
agent who had worked closely with
Pereira, in Tabatinga in 2019. His kill-
ers were never caught and the case
appeared to have been forgotten until
last year’s murders thrust it back into
the spotlight.

As the Javari valley was closed to
outsiders, Pelado’s family relocated
to Ladario, the first riverside village
outside the territory’s border, on the
banks of the Itaquai.

Chapvev- tive

One suspect’s journey

One ofthelast photographs of Phillips
-recovered by forensic scientists from
one of Pereira’s mobile phones - was
taken in Ladario, two days before the
men were killed, and shows the jour-
nalist sitting by the river in flip-flops
and a blue T-shirt, chatting to a fisher
who is Pelado’s brother-in-law.

Pelado’suncle, Raimundo Bentoda
Costa, 53, remembers an energeticand
solicitous teenager who liked to play
football. “He wasn’t the kind of guy
who went around fightingand rowing
with people,” Costa said.

In 2002, when Pelado was 21, he
was hired to take part in an expedi-
tion into the Javari commanded by
Orlando Possuelo’s father, the famed
explorer Sydney Possuelo, in search
of an Indigenous group known as the
Flecheiros, or arrow people.

Scott Wallace, an American journal-
ist and author who took part in that
76-day mission, first met Pelado on
the Itaquai, upstream from where
Pereira and Phillips were killed, and
described “a very amiable, upbeat kid
who laughed alot, and seemed to get
along with everyone”.
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Pelado was also an expert back-
woodsman who built jungle camps
and cleared fallen trees as the expe-
dition advanced into the wilderness.
“He’d just gotten married and his wife
was expecting their first son, so he was
really excited about the chancetojoin
the expedition...and the family he was
looking forward to raising,” Wallace
said, recalling Pelado’s exhilaration
at the prospect of catching sight of the
uncontacted Flecheiros.

But Pelado became a source of fear,
not pride, along the Itaquai, accord-
ing to local sources. His uncle said
he had started organising illegal 15-
to 20-day fishing expeditions into
Indigenous lands, sneaking past the
Funai guard post with half a dozen
armed collaborators. Costa sensed
hisnephew had become consumed by
greed. “He wanted to be the boss. He
wanted torule over thatarea,” he said.

Bruno Pereira and the EVU’s activ-
ists stood in the way, blocking Pelado’s
forays into the rainforest and report-
ing his activities to the police. “So he
thought: if we kill him, everything will
be fine,” Costa said.

Leonardo Schmitt, the federal agent
now running Atalaia’s floating police
base, expressed confidence that such

"1

Theland is part of

our family [and]it'sup
toeach of usto defend
our territory

A Marcelo Chawan
Kulina is undertaking
vigilante training
JOAO LAET

acrime would not berepeated after his
team’s arrival, but cautioned against
underestimating “the nerve and
audacity of these criminals”.
ARionative, Schmittisin the Javari
foran operation named after the tucan-
deira, awasp-like Amazonian ant noto-
rious foritssting. “It’sa pretty appropri-
ate symbol [of our mission],” Schmitt
said as he toured around Atalaia do
Norteinaspeedboat, flanked by agents
carryingassaultrifles. “Ourintentionis
to have a similarly striking presence.”

Chagev Gy

‘The Indigenous are acourageouslot’
The EVU’s Indigenous activists
have chosen a different Amazonian
symbol to represent their battle to
remember and resist. In the storage
room of their Atalaia HQ, four cherry-
coloured planks of macarandubared-
wood lie on the floor, components for
a memorial cross that friends plan to
erect beside the Itaquai.

“It’s the heart of the forest,” said
Carlos Travassos, an Indigenous spe-
cialist whoishelpingtotrainthe EVU’s
patrol teams. “The idea is to mark ...
the place where they were murdered
... to ensure it’s never forgotten.”

One evening last month, the store-
roomwas a hive of activity asthe EVU’s
newest volunteers prepared to travel
into therainforest fora five-day train-
ingsession. “I’'marookie...but ’'mnot
afraid,” said Txema Matis, 23.

Paulo Marubo, anIndigenousleader
who was close to Pereira, offered a pre-
mission pep talk. “The land is part of
our family [and]it’sup toeach of usto
defend our territory. Let’s get towork!”

The next day, the 25-strong crew
headed to the dilapidated port where
Pereira and Phillips had begun their
final journey. They cast off into the
Javari’sdolphin-filled waters, heading
west along the border with Peru, past
an abandoned Peruvian police base
torched by armed raiders.

Upondeck, Clenildo Kulina admit-
ted there wererisksinvolved injoining
the struggle in which so many have
died. But the teenager said he felt
Pereira’s spirit guiding him.

“He’sherewith us,isn’t he?” Kulina
said of Pereira, as swallows swooped
over the bow. “We can feel that he is
right here,amongus -andIthink that’s
where he will always remain.”

TOM PHILLIPS IS THE GUARDIAN’S
LATIN AMERICA CORRESPONDENT

BRAZIL

By Andrew
Wasley,
Elisangela
Mendonga,
Youssr Youssef
and Robert
Soutar
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Area of the Amazon, in hectares,
that has been destroyed near meat
plants that export beef

Vast forest loss linked
to cattle farming

ore than 800m
trees have been
cut down in the
Amazon rainfor-
est in six years to
feed the world’s
appetite for Brazilian beef, according
to a new investigation, despite dire
warnings about the forest’s impor-
tance in fighting the climate crisis.

A Cattle ranching
is the main cause
of deforestation
in Brazil

JONNE RORIZ/
BLOOMBERG/GETTY

$5b

The investigation by the Bureau of
Investigative Journalism (TBIJ), the
Guardian, Reporter Brasil and For-
bidden Stories shows vast forest loss
linked to cattle farming.

Brazil’s beef industry has
consistently pledged to avoid farms
linked to deforestation. However, the
datasuggeststhat1.7m hectares of the
Amazon was destroyed near meat
plants exporting beef. Deforestation
across Brazil soared between 2019
and 2022 under the then president,
Jair Bolsonaro, with cattle ranching
beingthe No1cause. The new admin-
istration of Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
has promised to curb the destruction.

Researchers at the AidEnvironment
consultancy used satellite imagery,
livestock movement records and other
data to calculate estimated forest loss
between 2017 and 2022 on thousands of
ranches near more than 20 slaughter-
houses owned by Brazil’s big three beef
operators - JBS, Marfrig and Minerva.

Allthe meat plants exported widely,
includingtothe EU, the UK and China,
the world’s biggest buyer of Brazilian
beef. The research focused on
slaughterhouses in the states of Mato
Grosso, Para and Rondonia.

All three companies say they
operate strict compliance procedures,
in an open and honest manner, to
ensure they meet sustainability goals.

AidEnvironment found that 13 meat
plants owned by JBS were linked to
ranches where there had been forest
clearance, felling or burning. For Mar-
frig and Minerva, there were six and
three plantsrespectively. Accordingto
aseparate Guardian analysis, Amazon
slaughterhouses belonging to these
companies processed cattle worth
more than $5bn in 2022.

In cases where the full supply chain
could bemapped, the study estimated
that since 2017 there had been more
than 100 instances of forest loss on
farms that directly supplied company
plants. More than 2,000 hectares of
forest were apparently destroyed on
one ranch between 2018 and 2021,
which sold nearly 500 cattle to JBS.

Meat companies have long said
monitoring movements in their
supply chains is too difficult. Critics
say this allows for “cattlelaundering”,
where animals from a “dirty” deforest-
ingrancharetruckedtoa “clean” farm
before slaughter.

TBIJ and Reporter Brasil worked
with Dom Phillips and the Guardian to
investigate cattle laundering in 2020.

Value of sales generated in 2022 15
by Amazon meat plants owned by
Brazil’s big three beef operators

Deforestation soared
under Bolsonaro;
Lula has promised to

curb the destruction
————— e

The team appeared to show that cows
from afarmunder sanctions forillegal
deforestation had been moved in JBS
truckstoasecond, “clean” farm. After
the story was published, JBS stopped
buying from the owner of both farms.

The new investigation found the
owner now supplies Marfrig. One of his
farms is under sanctions but remains
part of the global beef supply chain.

Records appear to show that
between 2021 and 2022, nearly 500
animals were moved along the exact
route investigated in 2020. The cattle
ended up at the same “clean” second
farm, Estrela do Sangue, which has
no embargos or sanctions. Separate
documents appear to show dozens
of animals moving from Estrela do
Sangue farm to Marfrig’s meat plant
in Tangara da Serra. Last year, a TBIJ
investigation linked the plant to the
invasion of the Menku Indigenous ter-
ritory in Brasnorte.

In a statement, Marfrig confirmed
it had received cattle from the owner,
saying: “With every transaction it
makes, Marfrig checks the status
of the cattle-supplying properties.
At the time of slaughter, the farm in
question was compliant with Mar-
frig’s socio-environmental criteria.” It
added: “Marfrig condemns the practice
referred to as ‘cattle laundering’.”

Minervasaidit tracks the condition
of the ranches, ensuring cattle it pur-
chases “do not originate from prop-
erties with illegally deforested areas;
possess environmental embargos or
are overlapping with Indigenouslands
and/or traditional communities and
conservation units”.

JBS queried the methodology used,
adding that it blocked one farm, Sao
Pedro do Guapore, “as soon as any
irregularity was identified”.

ANDREW WASLEY AND ELISANGELA
MENDONGCA ARE REPORTERS AT

THE BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIVE
JOURNALISM; YOUSSR YOUSSEF IS A
REPORTER WITH FORBIDDEN STORIES;

ROBERT SOUTAR IS MANAGING EDITOR
OF DIALOGO CHINO
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A Beto Maruboin
the Javari valley
PAULO ZERO
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Brunoand
Dom have
become
partofthe
oral history
of allthe
peoples of
the valley
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OPINION
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Danger zone

The Javarivalley andits
people are under threat -
Lula must take bold action

By Beto Marubo

mong my people, the Marubo,

knowledge is transmitted through

oral history, passed down by elders

throughout the centuries. For many

generations these stories described

the approach of people we call nawas

- outsiders who always brought misfortune, usually in

search of natural resources from the forests we inhabit.
My ancestors spoke of Catholic missionaries from

Spain and Portugal, of Peruvian rubber barons and

logging companies. The stories my generation tells are of

fundamentalist evangelical missionaries, illegal miners

and fishing gangs bankrolled by drug trafficking networks.

This situation has made the Javari valley Indigenous
territory, where the Marubo and six other contacted
Indigenous peoples live, as well as 16 isolated groups, a
dangerous place for Indigenous leaders and journalists.
It was here, on 5 June 2022, that one of these invaders
murdered the Indigenous expert Bruno Pereira and the
British journalist Dom Phillips, a longtime Guardian
contributor. At the time, Bruno was working with me at
the Javari valley Indigenous association, Univaja.
Thirty years ago, I travelled from my village, at the
headwaters of the Curucga River, to the city to learn the
language and customs of the nawa. Ever since then I
have worked to demarcate and protect our territory and
its peoples. Imet Bruno in 2010 when he joined my team
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at the government Indigenous agency Funai. He was a
different kind of nawa and became my rainforest brother.

The murders of Bruno and Dom appear to have been
connected to the organised crime networks that smuggle
drugs over Brazil’s border with Peru and Colombia.
Inside the Javari valley, criminals are engaged in illegal
commercial fishing, hunting, logging and gold mining.
Tonnes of game meat and fish are extracted each week,
making food scarce for the Indigenous communities.

Bruno invited Dom to witness the situation in the
Javari valley, convinced that high-quality journalism
could bring this story to the world’s attention. Their
murders were the consequences of policies pushed by
Jair Bolsonaro, a president who was undoubtedly the
worst in decades when it comes to the environment.

The world was outraged by the tragedy. Influential
leaders, in Brazil and overseas, demanded concrete
measures. And at the end of last year we elected Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva to replace Bolsonaro.

Lula invited Univaja to be part of his transition team.
Our association represents the Marubo, Mayoruna,
Matis, Kanamary and Kulina peoples, as well as the
recently contacted Korubo and Tsohon-Djapa. We made
practical proposals for ways the federal government
could “reclaim the Javari” from the criminals.

In February, Indigenous leaders met with Lula’s
minister for Indigenous peoples, senior environmental
officials and police authorities at Univaja’s headquarters.

It was an important meeting but it has yet to produce
effective action. A federal police team was sent to the
region, but lacks the necessary resources. We Indigenous
leaders call for - and hope to see - the environmental
agency, Ibama, the army, navy and other security forces
taking bold, conspicuous and coordinated action. Lula’s
work in the Javari must go beyond “good intentions”,
just asit has done in the face of the critical situation
facing the Yanomami territory farther north.

The local circumstances that helped produce Bruno
and Dom’s deaths continue to threaten Indigenous
leaders, as well as journalists and Indigenous experts.

Credible death threats mean I must still travel to
the region accompanied by security forces. Unless our
government acts, it will only be a matter of time before
we see more tragic violence.

Bruno and Dom have now become part of the oral
history of all the peoples of the Javari valley. But Brazil
runs the risk of forgetting, or even betraying them.

In early May, our country’s most-watched news
programme gave the main murder suspect a platform
to make far-fetched allegations against Bruno, claiming
during a court hearing that the Indigenous expert had
threatened him and shot first on the day he and Dom
were killed. The confessed killer even claimed he was a
“friend” of the isolated tribes.

In the meantime, Indigenous people remain under
siege in their lands, waiting for answers from a country
that closes its eyes to our plight.

Remote even by Amazonian standards, the Javari
valley is a world away from the corridors of power in
Brasilia. Can we count on our leaders there to do the
right thing?

BETO MARUBO IS A TECHNICAL COORDINATOR FOR UNIVAJA

AND AN INDIGENOUS LEADER. AMONG THE MARUBO HE IS
CALLED WINO KEYSHENI



G,

In-depth reporting and analysis

17

ITALY

Spy mystery
surrounds fatal
boat trip

Page 24 >

UKRAINE

Zelenskiy's
troops attack
in apparent
precursor to
new surge

By Julian Borger and Dan Sabbagh
KYIV

krainian troops went on the
attack at multiple points
along the frontline in the
Donetskregion on Monday,
driving back Russian forces in at least
two areas in what appeared to be the
preliminary stages of Ukraine’s long-
anticipated counteroffensive.
Russia said on Tuesday it had
thwarted another Ukrainian offensive
in Donetsk, inflicting heavy losses.
In his nightly address, President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy hailed the
advances made by Ukraine’s “warri-
ors” after his government declared it
had shifted to offensive operationsin
some sectors, with reports of intense

close-quarter fighting in several loca-
tions. He also welcomed what he
called “the news we have been wait-
ing for” from Bakhmut, without giving
further details.

“Iam grateful to each soldier, to all
our defenders, men and women, who
have given ustoday the news we have
been waiting for. Fine job, soldiers in
the Bakhmut sector!” Zelenskiy said.

Foreign minister Dmytro Kuleba
told Reuters on Monday that Ukraine
has enough weapons to begin the
counteroffensive operation. Ukrainian
officials described Monday’s attacks as

“local” actions, and rejected the Rus- |

sian defence ministry’s claims early on

A Ukrainian
soldiers fire a
howitzer towards
Russian troops
near the town

of Avdiivka in
Donetsk region

VIACHESLAV RATYNSKYI/
REUTERS
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Gaining ground
Ukraine’s troops began attacking
Russian forces in Donetsk on Monday

Russian-controlled territory @ Most recent Russian advances* eee Russian fortifications
Areas where Ukraine has regained control © Significant fighting in 24 hours to 10pm on Sunday
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Monday that the major counteroffen-
sive had begun and had already been
thwarted at high cost to the attackers.

On Tuesday, the Russian defence
ministry claimed on Telegram that,
“Having suffered heavy losses the
day before, the Kiev regime reorgan-
ised the remnants of the 23rd and 31st
mechanised brigades into separate
consolidated units, which continued
offensive operations.”

The statement said Russian forces
had inflicted huge personnel losses
on attacking Ukrainian forces and
destroyed 28 tanks, including eight
Leopard main battle tanks and 109
armoured vehicles. It said total Ukrain-
ian losses amounted to 1,500 troops.

But Moscow’s earlier boasts of hav-
ingrepelled all the attacks were under-
mined by Russian militia leaders and
military bloggers, who said Ukrainian
forceshad advanced around the city of
Bakhmutin northern Donetsk and the
village of Novodonetske in the west of
theregion.

“Well done, warriors! We see how
hysterically Russia reacts to any step
we take there, all positions we take.
The enemy knows that Ukraine will
win,” Zelenskiy said in his Monday
night video address.

The Ukraine offensive operations

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023

did not appear to use much if any
of the 12-brigade assault force that
Ukraine hasbuilt upinrecent months
with the help of western training and
equipment, suggesting they could be
preliminary attacks aimed at probing
and stretching Russian defences, in
advance of a bigger push to come.

The attacks signalled the approach
of a pivotal point in the war. If the
Ukrainian counteroffensiveliberatesa
significant swathe of territory and sets
Russian forces back on their heels, it
would offer hope of an early end to the
conflict. Failure could doom Ukraine
toaprotracted gruelling struggle with
noendinsight,andinternational pres-
sure to cede territory.

Ukraine’s deputy defence minis-
ter, Hanna Maliar, said the country’s
defence against Russia’s all-out inva-
sion, whichbeganin Februarylast year,
included “counteroffensive actions”.

“Therefore, in some areas we are
moving to offensive actions,” Maliar
said on the Telegram messaging app.

The first sign of a new phase in the
war came in the early hours of Mon-
day morning with a Russian defence
ministry statement saying Ukraine had
attacked with six mechanised and two
tank battalions from two brigades in
five places along the Donetsk front.

Rebel offensive
Ukraine-backed
Russian rebels kept
up their offensive
inside the Russian
region of Belgorod.
Theincursion
launched last
Thursday by the
Freedom of Russia
Legion and the
Russian Volunteer
Corps was aimed
at the town of
Shebekino, and on
Monday the rebels
claimed to have
destroyed Russian
armoured vehicles
on the outskirts of
town.

V¥ Smoke rises
after Russian
shelling of the
border town of
Vovchansk, in
Kharkiv region

VIACHESLAV RATYNSKY!I/
REUTERS

“The enemy’s goal was to break
through our defences in the most
vulnerable, in its opinion, sector of
thefront,” it said. “The enemy did not
achieve its tasks, it had no success.”

The official claim that the Ukrainian
attacks had been repelled was called
into question by contrary accounts from
other Russian sources.

Yevgeny Prigozhin, the head of the
Wagner group of mercenaries who
completed the capture of Bakhmut
city last month, said on Monday that
the Russian regular troops who had
taken over Wagner positions had
already lost Berkhivka, a settlement
north of Bakhmut city.

Alexander Khodakovsky, the head
of the pro-Moscow Vostok Battalion
in the Donbas, said Ukrainian forces
had also made gains south in western
Donetsk region, south of the town of
Velyka Novosilka. He described howa
Ukrainian column with 30 armoured
vehicleshad been spottedinthearea,
but due to the “limited capacities”
of Russian aerial reconnaissance,
had been able to move and attack
at another point, near the village of
Novodonetske.

“The strike group ... reached the
line of attack almost unnoticed,”
Khodakovsky said. Later on Monday,
Khodakovsky reported that German-
made Leopard tanks had been spotted
among the attacking forces.

“The enemy, having felt our weak
points, is stepping up his efforts,” he
said, adding: “Smelling the scent of
success, the enemy will throw addi-
tional forces into the battle.”

Igor Girkin, a Russian national-
ist critic of the Kremlin and former
“defence minister” in the Russian-
installed authority in Donetsk, said it
was clear Ukraine “has not yet made
full use of his main forces™.
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A Volodymyr Zelenskiy hailed the
advances made by Ukraine's 'warriors'

Headded: “Ifthe enemy’s offensive
has really begun, and is not a ‘test of
strength’, the intensity of the battles
will only increase in the coming days.
The outcome of the battle is not yet
completely predetermined - it is just
beginning.”

The US national security adviser,
Jake Sullivan, predicted the Ukrain-
ian counteroffensive would recapture
“strategically significant territory”.

“Exactly how much, in what places,
that will be up to developments on
the ground as the Ukrainians get this
counteroffensive under way,” Sullivan
told CNN.

The Ukrainian operations came on
the eve of the 79th anniversary of the
D-daylandings, and theleadershipin
Kyivargued that the battle for Ukraine
has similarly high stakes for the future
of European democracy.

Zelenskiy looked relaxed as he
hosted the British foreign secretary,
James Cleverly, in Kyiv on Monday.
He thanked the UK for “big support”
in helping his country, by offering to
train fighter pilots, and he asked for
further help in “closing the sky” to
make it safe from Russian missile and
drone attacks.

The Ukrainian president did not
mention the counteroffensive or the
battlefield situation directly after the
meeting, but his chief of staff, Andriy
Yermak, tweeted a cryptic comment,
saying: “True wisdom is to be able
to convince the enemies they have
already lost.”

“Victory or defeat,itisbornin heads
first,” he added, suggesting that win-
ningor losing started as a state of mind.

JULIAN BORGER IS THE GUARDIAN’S
WORLD AFFAIRS EDITOR;
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V¥ Damage

to the Nova
Kakhovka dam,
near Kherson
AFP/GETTY

Troubled waters
Ukrainian military
intelligence warned
in November

that Russia had
conducted the main
mining works on
the dam as long
agoas April 2022,
but warned that
the floodgates

and supports of

the dam were
further primedin
November. The
bridge over the dam
was one of only

two crossings over
the Dnipro south

of Zaporizhzia

city before the

war. The other

was destroyed

in November by
theretreating
Russians.

UKRAINE

Kyiv accuses
Russia of
blowing up
criticaldam

By Julian Borger and Dan Sabbagh
KYIV

he Ukrainian government

accused Russia of blowing

up the Nova Kakhovka dam

on the Dnipro River, as the
evacuation began of people living
downstreamin the face of potentially
catastrophic flooding.

Aerial footage on social media on
Tuesday showed most of the dam wall
washed away and a massive surge of
water heading downstream. The gov-
ernor of Kherson, Oleksandr Prokudin,
said that about 16,000 people were in
the “critical zone” on the Ukrainian-
controlled right bank of the river.

The disaster happened on the sec-
ond day of Ukrainian operationslikely
tomark the early stages of amass coun-
teroffensive. It could affect any Ukrain-
ian plansforanassaultacrosstheriver.

“The purpose is obvious: to create
insurmountable obstacles on the way
of the advancing [Ukrainian army] ...
toslow down the fair final of the war,”
a Ukrainian presidential adviser,
Mikhailo Podolyak, said on Twitter.
“On a vast territory, all life will be
destroyed; many settlements will be
ruined; colossal damage will be done

tothe environment.” Russian authori-
tiesin the town of Nova Kakhovka ini-
tially denied that anything had hap-
pened to the dam, then blamed the
collapse on Ukrainian shelling. Inter-
fax news agency quoted an unnamed
official from the Kherson emergency
services as saying that the dam had
collapsed from structural weakness
under water pressure.

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
called an emergency meeting of his
national security council on Tuesday.
“Russian terrorists,” Zelenskiy said
on Twitter. “The destruction of the
Kakhovka hydroelectric power plant
dam only confirms for the whole world
that they must be expelled from every
corner of Ukrainian land.”

Lastmonth, water levelsin theres-
ervoir reached a 30-year high, as the
Russian occupiers had kept few sluice
gates open. David Helms, a former US
air force and National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration meteor-
ologist, said on Twitter: “The Russians
allowed the reservoir to fill to record
levels; if the dam failed ‘naturally’, it
certainly failed due to 6 weeks of over-
topping and stress on the structure.”

The areas most under threat of
flooding are the islands along the
course of the Dnipro downstream
of Nova Kakhovka and much of the
Russian-held left bank in southern
Kherson. Earlier modelling suggested
Kherson city would not take the brunt,
butthe harbour, the docklandsand an
island in the south of the city arelikely
tobeinundated. There were fears the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant
upstream could lose access to water for
cooling - although these were allayed
by Ukrainian and UN experts on Tues-
day - and that water supply to Crimea
could also be severely affected.

Four of the six reactors at the
nuclear plant are shut down, and two
are on “hot shutdown”, producing a
small amount of energy for the plant
itselfand the neighbouring town. The
International Atomic Energy Agency
said in a tweet that its experts at the
plant were monitoring the situation.
It added there was “no immediate
nuclear safety risk at plant”.

Blowingupadam canbe considered
awar crime, the Geneva conventions
say, if it “may cause therelease of dan-
gerous forces and consequent severe
losses among the civilian population,”
and the effects of a large release of
water on people and homes remains
for now dangerous but uncertain.
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KOSOVO

Wave of
violence hits
north after
mayoral
elections

By Xhemajl Rexha ZUBIN POTOK
and Jack Butcher

ittingbehind abareblack desk,

in a small whitewashed room

in northern Kosovo, village

mayor Izmir Zeqiri is still get-
ting used to the glare of international
attention. “It wasn’t my intention to
be a celebrity,” he said as his mobile
phone rang on repeat. “We thought
more people would run, and we didn’t
imagine we could win.”

This isn’t false modesty. Zeqiri is
one of a few hundred ethnic Albani-
ansin the Serb-majority municipality
of Zubin Potok, and his candidacy in
April’s elections was a symbolic ges-
ture. But when Serb List, the Belgrade-
backed party that controls much of
publiclifein the Serb-majority north-
ernmunicipalities, decided toboycott
the poll and ordered Serb voters to
follow suit, Zeqiri was propelled into
the eye of a storm.

He won 197 votes, on a turnout of
6%, 17 more than his only opponent,
so last week he was sworn into office.
Albanian mayorsalso took the oathin
the three other northern municipali-
ties after even lower turnouts.

The boycotting Serbs, furious at
the prospect of being ruled by ethnic
Albanians, took to the streets after the
prime minister, Albin Kurti, ordered
the new mayors to take up their posts.
Tensions were so high officials had to
be escorted into their offices by police.

Last week, Nato peacekeepers,
concerned that clashes could esca-
late, sent troops to the town halls.
They were met by demonstrators who
included masked men with guns and
explosives. The Z symbol now syn-
onymous with Russia’s invasion of
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Ukraine was also daubed across vehi-
cles. Thirty Nato troops were injured.

Most western countries, includ- .

ing the UK and US, recognise Kosovo’s
sovereignty but Serbia and its allies
Russia and China do not. Serbs make
up Kosovo’s largest minority, about 5%
ofits population, and they are a major-
ityinthe four northern municipalities.

Zeqiri, a grassroots political activist,
sidestepped the worst of the unrest by
ignoring the order from Kurti to take
up officein the Zubin Potok town hall.
Hebased himselfin Cabér, an Albanian
village where there were no protests.

Like many in Kosovo, he believes
some protesters are linked to organised
crime. “It was quite a stressful week,”
he said, with understatement.

Journalists on the ground reported
many attacks, threats and intimida-
tion, which suggested more than a
spontaneous grassroots uprising.

In Cabér, 62-year-old Eshref Ferizi
welcomed the fresh approach, despite
the violence. He hoped it would make
life easier in the north of Kosovo, which
has existed in a state of limbo since
the war, under the de facto control of
Belgrade. “We live with huge insecu-
rity, in a constant state of stress about
what is going to happen,” Ferizi said,
as he walked his grandson to school.
“In these last 20 years or so, we have
never felt free like the rest of Kosovo.”

The latest unrest can be traced back
to a dispute about car number plates.
For many Serbs, using plates issued in
Pristina is tantamount to recognising
Kosovo’s independence. Kurti, who

.........

Historical dispute
Kosovo declared
independence
from Serbiain
2008, adecade
after Serbian
president Slobodan
MiloSevic's ethnic
cleansing campaign
againstits
majority Albanian
population. That
culminatedin

the 1998-99

war, which was
ultimately ended
by a Nato bombing
campaign.

©2 US members
of the Nato-led
peacekeeping
force guard
municipal offices
in Leposavic

OGNEN TEOFILOVSKI/
REUTERS

Kosovo clashes
North regions have seen violence
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took power on an anti-corruption ticket

in2021enforced thenumber platerules.
His agenda included a stance of “reci-
procity” towards Serbia, after more
than a decade of stop-start efforts to
normaliserelationsunder EU auspices.

Toby Vogel, a regional policy ana-
lyst who follows the western Balkans,
also believes that while there were
genuine expressions of anger from
local Serbs, itis clear that atleast some
of last week’s violence was organised
and directed elsewhere. “Nothing
really happens in the Serb-majority
municipalities without Belgrade’s
approval or direction,” he said.

After further pressure from Euro-
pean and US leaders, Kurti has indi-
cated that he is open to holding new
local electionsin the affected munici-
palities, but he insists there must be
“an immediate end to violence by
Belgrade-sponsored mobs”.

Fornow, theblueand yellow of Koso-
vo’sflag flutters for the first time above
Zubin Potok’s main municipal building.
But it would be easy to miss amid the
Serbianred, white and blue thatadorns
almost every other lamp-post and bal-
cony around the town’s central square.

Opposite, the three-storey public
health centre hasa Serbian flag draped
from rooftop to street. Below, dozens
of protesters shelter in makeshift
camps, blasting out music that asserts
Kosovo’s central role in Serbian folk-
lore. One protester, who declined to
benamed, said she wanted the Kosovo
police to leave. “Why are they here?
Thisisn’t their place,” shesaid. “What’s
that Kosovo flag doing there? We don’t
want it. We have our own.” Observer
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South Asia
stretches back to 1958, the year of <A posterin
Pakistan’s first coup. Since then, Rawalpindi
the military has routinely asserted denouncing
itself as the most powerful political former PM Imran
player in Pakistan, either through Khan and his

ANALYSIS
PAKISTAN

Armyaction
Khan isolated
aspowerful
military works
todestroy party

By Hannah Ellis-Petersen DELHI
and Shah Meer Baloch 1ISLAMABAD
%++2e ImranKhanhascutan

<27 "%, increasingly isolated
..o+ figure in recent days.

« < Since Pakistan’s former
prime minister was released from jail,
after a brief but explosive attempt to
arrest him last month, his return has
been marked by a mass exodus of the
top leadership of his party.

Pervez Khattak, the former chief
minister and defence minister,
became the latest high-profile
resignation from Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, last
week. He followed Khan’s former
finance minister, his former human
rights minister, information
minister and shipping minister, who
all left PTI in recent weeks. Dozens
of other federal and state ministers
have followed suit.
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Most of those who have not

defected are behind bars, including
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, the
president of PTI, who was arrested
at his home in Lahore last Thursday.
Shah Mahmood Qureshi, Khan’s
former foreign minister, remains in
prison after his arrest last month,
along with several other key
ministers and thousands of rank-
and-file PTI members.

There is little question among
analysts who is orchestrating the
avalanche of resignations and arrests.
Since Khan’s relationship with the all-
powerful military establishment fell
apart and led to his fall from power,
he has been on a crusade against the
army leadership. He has accused
them of attempting to assassinate
him and of being behind his arrest
in May, before he was released when
the courts declared his detention
illegal. PTI members and some
analysts said the current army chief,
Gen Asim Munir, is trying to break
apart Khan’s party before arresting
him and putting him on trial in a
military court. The likelihood of Khan
being allowed to contest Pakistan’s
next election, due by October, is
considered very slim by most people.

“This dramatic crackdown is
a clear strategy by the military
to break down all the support
structures that Khan has,” said
Avinash Paliwal, an associate
professor of international relations
at Soas. “Once those structures are
gone, Khan is next in line.”

Paliwal said the military’s
behaviour followed a pattern that

direct rule or by controlling and
masterminding behind the scenes.
All of the country’s most powerful
political parties have fallen foul of
military crackdowns and arrests.
Before Khan, it was prime minister
Nawaz Sharif, who was toppled from
power in 2017.

Khan would not be the first prime
minister to be put on trial by the
military. In 1977, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
was deposed in a coup, put on trial
under martial law and executed.

The pressures imposed on
senior figures, and those lower
down the PTI ranks, have been
stark. One senior party leader who
was arrested last month and has
since resigned from PTI described
being handed over by police to the
notorious military agency Inter-
Services Intelligence. “They used
multiple methods to pressure me to
leave the party, but one of the worst
was torture,” he said, requesting
anonymity over fear of the military.

Others in PTI have been rounded
up and slapped with terrorism
charges in relation to violent riots
and protests that erupted on 9 May
after Khan’s arrest.

Human rights groups are
concerned the military is conducting
extrajudicial disappearances in an
attempt to intimidate people aligned
with PTI or who oppose the military.
Those missing include Imran Riaz
Khan, a pro-PTI journalist who has
not been seen since 11 May, and
Murad Akbar, the brother of former
Khan-adviser Mirza Shahzad Akbar,
who has not been seen since being
picked up from his home on 28 May.

Analysts said the collapse of PTI
is areflection of the ideological
weakness of the party under Khan,
who failed to build any institutions
within the party and relied solely
on his own populist appeal to keep
it together. A former senior party
leader said there are talks about
rebuilding PTI “minus Khan” to
“save the party”.

HANNAH ELLIS-PETERSEN IS

THE GUARDIAN’S SOUTH ASIA
CORRESPONDENT; SHAH MEER BALOCH
COVERS PAKISTAN FOR THE GUARDIAN

party members
SOHAIL SHAHZAD/EPA

The
army has
routinely
asserted
itselfas
the most
powerful
political
playerin
Pakistan
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Police open

+ criminal case

.. over Odisha
7 train disaster

By Hannabh Ellis-Petersen

T % olice in the Indian state of
BN Odisha have registered a
g criminal case of “death by
. negligence” relating to the
train collision last Friday that killed
275 people, as critics accused the
. government of trying to shift blame
~ . for the disaster.
. Thereport filed by police did not
“* name any person as responsible
but stated that “culpability of
specific railway employees has not
. been ascertained, which will be

& According to preliminary reports,
.1 it was asignal failure that led the

~ Coromandel Express train to switch

-~ tracks from the main line on to the
““ " loop line last Friday evening, where
+-- astationary freight train was filled
'« with heavy iron ore.

The trains collided at such force
~. that carriages from the express,
- which was carrying more than
1,000 passengers, flipped on to
the opposite tracks and derailed
the oncoming Howrah superfast
express train, with devastating
consequences.

A massive rescue operation,
involving the national disaster
response force and hundreds of
~+ volunteers, continued for two days
=3 to pull survivors and bodies from
- the wreckage. Since then, relatives
have struggled to locate the bodies
of their loved ones, many of whom
were badly disfigured.

The railways minister, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, and the railway
board said the investigation was
focusing on a failure of the track
management system, which
coordinates and controls signals
to oncoming trains and is meant to
ensure they are directed to empty
., tracks. It appeared this automatic

. “interlocking system” had failed

s

% o e

LY

&
|

gUt

\

REUTERS

' + unearthed during the investigation”.

last Friday, sending the Coromandel
Express train down the loop track.
However, Vaishnaw, who faced calls
for his resignation, would not say if
the failure was caused by a technical °
fault, human error or interference.

This system is in use across
India’s entire 65,000km network.
On Monday, the railway board
ordered a widespread examination
of the signalling system. The
government also requested that
the central bureau of investigation,
a government agency, begin a
criminal investigation into the
collision, an indication that arrests
could be made over the incident.

Visiting the site last Saturday,
the prime minister, Narendra
Modi, vowed that “those found
guilty will be severely punished”.
Political opponents accused the
government of trying to shift focus
on to an investigation into criminal
negligence by an individual, rather
than shouldering responsibility and
examining safety issues.

It emerged that a similar
incident, involving a failure of the
interlocking system, had taken
place in the state of Karnataka in
February but the driver had noticed
in time and stopped the train before
it was sent down the wrong track,
narrowly avoiding a crash.

The principal chief operations
manager of south western railway
had raised concerns over the
failure at the time. In an internal
letter sent to the railways minister,
he warned there were “serious
flaws in the system”.

In recent years, the government
has spent billions modernising
India’s railways, including the
introduction of superfast trains,
but spending on maintenance and
basic safety measures and upgrades
has been falling, while a lack of
manpower has meant that allocated
funds of track upgrades have not
been spent. Mallikarjun Kharge, the 5
president of the opposition Congress -
party, accused the government
of “apathy and negligence” over
rail safety and alleged that “red
flags” were ignored.

On Monday morning, another
freight train, carrying limestone,
derailed in Odisha though no one
was injured.
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Why were
Italian and
Israeli spies
on fatal
boat trip?

By Angela Giuffrida ROME
and Oliver Holmes

t reads like a pitch for a thriller.
A group of tourists board a boat
on a beautiful lake at the foot
of the Alps. The boat capsizes
in a sudden storm. Four drown as
othersswim to safety. In the days that
follow, as authorities struggle to trace
hotel bookings for the passengers, it
emerges all were affiliated with the
Italian and Israeli secret services.

In the days since Gooduria, a
16-metre houseboat, was swallowed
up by Lake Maggiore, there has been
growing speculation over what its pas-
sengers were doing in this corner of
northern Italy.

Last Thursday, a police source work-
ing on the investigation confirmed
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that eight of the boat’s 21 passengers
either currently or formerly served
with Italy’s secret service, and 13 had
ties with Israel’s.

Two of the victims - Claudio Alonzi,
62, and Tiziana Barnobi, 53 - had
worked for the Italian intelligence
authority. Another was a 50-year-old
retired agent with Israel’s Mossad spy
agency. The fourth was Anya Bozh-
kova, originally from Russia, who
was crewing the boat along with her
Italian husband, Claudio Carminati,
the boat’s skipper. Carminati is being
investigated over the deaths.

Carminatiand Bozhkovaranacom-
pany called Love Lake and provided
a “boat and breakfast” service on
Gooduria, which only had a capacity
for 15 passengers. The group boarded
the boat, which was registered in the
Netherlands, at the Piccaluga shipyard
in Lisanza on the morning of Sunday
28 May for what was reported to have
been a birthday celebration.

The police source said the group
toured the Borromean islands, an
archipelago on the westernside of the
lake, and stopped off for lunch on Isola
deiPescatori (Fishermen’sIsland). The
boat capsizedinasudden and violent
storm on the lake on the Sunday even-
ing, with the survivors either swim-
ming toshore or being pulled to safety
by other vessels.

Theinvestigation was only looking
into the skipper’s role in the accident
and not the background of the agents
or why they were in the area.

Reportsin the Italian press alleged

21

Number of
people who
were aboard the
Gooduria for

its tour around
Lake Maggiore.
Eight passengers
had ties with the
Italian secret
service while

the remaining
13 had ties with
the Israeli secret
service

V The recovery
operation for
Gooduriaon
Lake Maggiore
MATTIA OZBOT/GETTY

that the group had met for work rea-
sons, “to exchange information and
documents” and that they only stayed
on for a couple of days of leisure after
theIsraelis missed their flights home.

One theory, reported by Corriere
della Sera, was that the agents were
in Lake Maggiore to spy on Russian
oligarchs, who have reportedly been
buying villas and hotels in the area,
circumventing the EU’s financial sanc-
tions against Russia overitsinvasion of
Ukraine by funnelling money into Italy
from Swiss bank accounts. Another
theory wasthat the Israeli agents were
monitoring contacts between Iranian
firms and Italian ones based in Lom-
bardy’s industrial zone.

The agents who survived the trag-
edy left the next day. Two business
jets were flown from Israel to Milan,
according to flight trackers, possibly
to swiftly return the surviving Israeli
guests. It is unclear where they had
been staying as, according to the
Italian press, there was no trace of
hotel bookings.

Israeli government censors briefly
blocked reporting on theidentity of the
retired Mossad agent who drowned,
amid confusion over what had hap-
pened and why he was in Italy. Italian
news outlets had named him as Erez
Shimoniand last week the Israeli prime
minister’s office finally confirmed the
deceased had served in the Mossad spy
agency but did not name him. Israeli
agents often use fake names.

“The Mossad lost a dear friend, a
devoted and professional worker who
for decades dedicated his life to the
security of the State of Israel, even
after hisretirement,” the office said in
astatement. “The Mossad mourns the
loss and sharesin the family’s sorrow.”

It added that “due to his service in
the organisation, it is impossible to
elaborate” on his activities.

Theincident comesjust twomonths
after the Israeli prime minister, Benja-
min Netanyahu, visited Rome toboost
ties with the far-right Meloni admin-
istration - the two countries already
trade in military hardware.

Itisnot unusual for “retired” Israeli
agentstobe called up,and withreports
that all of the passengers aboard the
doomed boat wereintelligence agents,
there was speculation in Israel about
whether the trip was truly for leisure or
possibly part of alow-profile work trip.

ANGELA GIUFFRIDA IS THE GUARDIAN’S

ROME CORRESPONDENT; OLIVER
HOLMES IS A GUARDIAN JOURNALIST
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UNITED KINGDOM

‘Blue wall’
Tories are
falling out
of love with
the party

By Michael Savage

fyou close your eyes and imag-

inean archetypal true blue Tory

heartland, thereisagood chance

your mind’s eye will conjure up
something close to the quaint Surrey
town of Godalming. Boutique bakeries
and inviting tearooms dot theimmac-
ulate high street, still festooned with
union flagbunting from its coronation
celebrations. It comes asnosurpriseto
discover the MPis the UK chancellor of
the exchequer, Jeremy Hunt.

Yet this seeming cliche of a Con-
servative fiefdom is under concerted
electoral attack. Suddenly, no Tory
stronghold in the area is deemed
out of bounds. “If you didn’t know
any of the politics, you would prob-
ably assume this was a hardcore Tory
place,” conceded Paul Follows, the Lib-
eral Democrat candidate, as he took his
latest tour of Godalming high street.
“But almost all of these really cliched

Conservative places have not been so
Conservative for a little while.”

Unlikely as it might once have
seemed, Hunt’s South West Surrey
constituency - in Tory hands since its
formationin 1983 - hasbecome one of
thebricksin the “blue wall” of affluent,
pro-remain Tory constituencies that
the Lib Demsbelieve they can dislodge.

Attention on Hunt will only grow
after the most obvious candidate for
electoral defeat, former deputy prime
minister Dominic Raab, announced he
would not contest his more marginal
Surrey constituency of Esher and Wal-
ton at the next election.

In 2017, when Follows joined
Godalming town council, he was the
only non-Conservative on it. Now
the Tories have just two of 20 seats.
Over the same period, the number of
Tories on the local Waverley borough
council has dwindled from about 50
to10after the disastrouslocal election
results last month. Follows said the
chaos of Boris Johnson’s leadership,
followed by the full-scale implosion
of Liz Truss’s tenure, have catalysed a
longer-term decay in the foundations
of this blue wall mainstay.

“The values of the people here
have always been what they are now,”
said Follows. “That’s pretty centrist,
pretty moderate, very tolerant, pro-
European, pretty compassionate and
reasonable, very well educated. What
they’ve seen is their party move to a
really rightwing group.”

Itisnotjust campaigning Lib Dems
who claim somethingsignificant could
be brewing in these seats, and can be
found across the home counties and
the south-east of England. Many Con-

servatives are also concerned thatin |

the party’s desperation to win swathes
oftraditionally Labour “red wall” seats
inthe Midlands and north, seatsat the
other end of its 2019 electoral coalition
have been neglected.

Its embrace of Brexit and culture
war battles never played well among
blue wall voters, they warn, but the
threat of Jeremy Corbyn kept them
within the Tory tent last time. They
argue that Keir Starmer providesless of
a perceived threat, while rising mort-
gage costs and NHS problems now
impinge on the lives of these voters.

Accordingtoacalculation by Oxford
University’s Prof Ben Ansell, the South
West Surrey seat would now fallinto Lib
Dem hands on national polling aver-
ages. Tomake matters worse for Hunt,
the constituency is being redrawn,
which could make it more marginal.

“It’s clear that these are kind of
Sunak-sympathetic, Sunak-curious
voters,” said Ansell. “A full Sunak
approach, which was less ‘stop the
boats’ and more ‘stop the culture war’,
might work. The problemisit will lose
other parts of the country. The elec-
toral sheetleaveseither the feet orthe
head uncovered.”

Giventhe turbulence since 2016 and
the Tory party’s embrace of Brexitand
aniconoclasticradicalism that ended
in Truss breaking the record for the
shortest-serving prime minister, it
should come as no surprise that the
“small-c” conservative home counties
feel ruffled.

Even without the demographic
changes and the cost of living issues,
the government would be struggling.
Lib Dem canvassers also report find-
ing more Labour-voting young couples
in Godalming who have moved out of
London. They canthenbe targeted as
potential tactical voters. Observer

MICHAEL SAVAGE IS THE OBSERVER’S
POLICY EDITOR

<4 Godalming, part
of Jeremy Hunt's
constituency,

is now a Liberal
Democrat target
ANDY HALL

‘Almost

all of these
cliched
Toryplaces
have not
beenso
Toryfora
little while’

Paul Follows
Lib Dem
candidate
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The war
herowho
missed his
ownday of
reckoning

Ben Roberts-Smith waslauded
as the nation’s most valorous
soldier - until ajudgeruled he
probably murdered unarmed
civiliansin Afghanistan

By Ben Doherty SYDNEY

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023

n the end, the attention was on
themanwhowasn’tthere. Alltwo
metres of Ben Roberts-Smith was
glaringly absent from the packed,
anxiousroomin Sydney’s federal court
building, as a judge quietly explained
that the man oncerevered as the most
famous soldier of his generation was,
on the balance of probabilities, amur-
derer who callously killed unarmed
civilians while serving in Australia’s
military in Afghanistan.

As the judgment came down, the
Victoria Cross winner was far away on
the Indonesian resort island of Bali.

Roberts-Smith had sued three
Australian newspapers - the Age,
the Sydney Morning Herald and the
Canberra Times - for defamation,
alleging stories they published in 2018
had falsely portrayed him as a mur-
derer and a war criminal, aman “who
broke the moral and legal rules of mili-
tary engagement” and “disgraced” his
country and its military. The newspa-
persdefended their reporting astrue.

Last Thursday, Roberts-Smith lost
resoundingly. His case was uniformly
dismissed. And with that will prob-
ably come a legal bill somewhere in
the order of A$35m ($23m).

Almost defiantly, Roberts-Smith
had attended every day of this trial that
he brought to court, demanding his

A Corporal Ben
Roberts-Smith
‘broke the moral
and legal rules
over military
engagement’
AAP
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once-glittering reputation berestored.
But on this day of reckoning all that
was seen of him was a newspaper
picture of him relaxing on that island
resort. He was not in the building, not
in the country, to hear the result.

Inthe quiet surrounds of courtroom
one, more than 10 years and a world
removed from the violence wrought
in Afghan villages, Justice Anthony
Besanko ruled that the newspapers
had proved many elements of their
defence and that Roberts-Smith had
been shown to be a murderer and
a war criminal.

In a village called Darwan in 2012,
Roberts-Smith took a handcuffed pris-
oner named Ali Jan and marched him
to the edge of a cliff. He walked away
from Ali Jan before turningand striding
towards him, kicking him in the chest
and sending him backwards off the
precipice. AliJanlandedinadry creek
bed, alive but badly injured. Roberts-
Smith and a comrade walked down
to the injured man. Roberts-Smith
ordered his subordinate to shoot him
dead. And it was done.

Two further murders, atabombed-
out compound known as Whiskey
108 in 2009, were also proved. Two
unarmed men - one elderly, the other
with a prostheticleg - were found hid-
ing in a tunnel and taken prisoner.
Roberts-Smith ordered the old man
shot. He killed the disabled man with
a machine gun. The man’s prosthe-
sis was kept as a souvenir by another
soldier and used by Australian SAS
troops as a drinking vessel at their
on-base bar.

Besanko also found that the
newspapershad, onthebalance of prob-
abilities, proven another imputation
that Roberts-Smith was a “criminal”
who “broke the moral and legal rules of
military engagement” over anincident
at Chenartu in 2012, which resulted in
the killing of an Afghan man who was
being held prisoner.

While two other allegations of
murder were not proven, they were
not necessary for their successful
truth defence. As for an allegation
of domestic violence allegedly com-
mitted by Roberts-Smith in 2018
against a woman with whom he was
having an affair, the judge found
this was not proved. But he ruled it
could be defended as “contextually
true” - it caused no further harm to
Roberts-Smith’s reputation - because
of the gravity of the allegations the
newspapers had already proven.
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Besanko’s summary of hisjudgment
lacked the drama and pathos of the
trial that has seized public attention
across Australia and brought with it
a national reckoning of the country’s
missionin Afghanistan. His summing-
up was measured, and legalistic, in
contrast to the extremes of the trial.

In the full judgment, delivered on
Monday, Besanko said Roberts-Smith
and the four witnesses he called were
dishonest in their evidence.

More than 100 days of trial heard
extraordinary evidence, along with
allegations of “exhibition executions™
and “kill counts”, and of “blooding”
rituals, where junior soldiers were
coerced by their superiors into killing
unarmed civilians.

Dramatically, three SAS soldiers
accused of murder on separate
missions refused in court to answer
questions about what they did in
Afghanistan, objecting on the grounds
that any truthful answer they gave
would be self-incriminatory.

In court one last Thursday, as the
first ruling came down that an allega-
tion of murder was proven, the two
journalists at the centre of the case,
Nick McKenzie and Chris Masters,
audibly exhaled.

The extraordinary tension which
hadbuiltin the courtroom wasimme-
diately, palpably punctured. The air
appeared almost to rush out of the
room. Roberts-Smith’s lawyers sat at
the bar table, their shoulders notice-
ably sagged. Throughout the case, the
newspapers’ legal team had main-
tained that, if they could prove one
murder, they would have won, they
would have proven thataman lionised
asthelivingembodiment of Australia’s
Anzac legend was, in fact, nothing of
the sort: he was a war criminal.

The judgment quietly unfurled
further, more comprehensively in
favour of the newspapers than even
they had dared to hope.

Roberts-Smith has avenues of
appeal through the federal court. But it
remainstobe seen, in the face of such
an annihilation, whether he chooses
to exercise that option.

“It’s a day of justice,” McKenzie
said. “Some small justice for the
Afghan victims of Ben Roberts-Smith
... [and] for those brave men of the
SAS who stood up and told the truth
about who Ben Roberts-Smithis: a war
criminal, a bully, and a liar.”

BEN DOHERTY IS A REPORTER FOR
GUARDIAN AUSTRALIA
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AUSTRALIA

Therealvictims
This case shows
foreign armies
have failed my
poor country

By Shadi Khan Saif

With a federal court
:.+s judge finding that
*+-.."+ ® Ben Roberts-Smith,

L L .

Australia’s most
decorated soldier, either murdered
or was complicit in and responsible
for the murder of unarmed civilians
while serving in Afghanistan,
Australia must turn its attention to
the real victims of this conflict.

The judge in Roberts-Smith’s
failed defamation case found that,
on the balance of probabilities, the
newspapers that the former army
corporal was suing had proven in
their defence that Roberts-Smith
kicked a handcuffed prisoner off
a cliffin Uruzgan province in 2012
before ordering a subordinate
Australian soldier to shoot the
injured man dead.

The dusty province of Uruzgan
where Australian armed forces
served for more than a decade is one
of the poorest in Afghanistan.

The case has been a reminder
of the failures of foreign forces in

Why
couldn’t
the soldiers
have left
behind
alegacy of
support
andjustice?

WV The Australian
military had

a presencein
Uruzgan province
for more than
adecade

FEDERAL COURT
OF AUSTRALIA

Afghanistan, the country where

I was born and from which I was
forced to flee as a reporter in

Kabul in 2021, leaving my wife

and children behind. It has also
been a reminder of how indifferent
Australians can be towards events in
the rest of the world.

The villagers of Uruzgan and the
surrounding areas in Afghanistan
where Roberts-Smith and his
peers served were caught between
Taliban insurgents and Nato forces
for 20 years. After the chaotic fall
of Kabul and withdrawal of foreign
forces, they live a miserable life
under the Taliban, which is peddling
a gender-apartheid policy against
women and girls. But the scars of
the war that were inflicted by an
“invading army” are, for many,
much deeper than those created by
the oppressive regime.

How will Australians be
remembered in Afghanistan? Did
the Australian deployment help,
or did it make the lives of Afghans
worse? Why couldn’t Australia have
left behind a legacy of support and
justice rather than one tainted by
allegations of atrocities?

Afghans of my generation knew
Australia for its fabulous cricketers
such as Shane Warne, Steve Waugh
and Adam Gilchrist. Will the
younger generation remember it
for the soldiers who came in the
name of war? Where war crimes
are proven, will the victims get
any compensation?

The strong testimonies by
witnesses, Australian and
Afghan, standing for justice in
Roberts-Smith’s defamation trial are
worthy of acknowledgment. Sadly,
people in Afghanistan will probably
never get to hear those voices, and
would probably not believe that
people spoke up on their behalf
through fearless journalism in
Australia. I wish they could see
the regard for human dignity that
these witnesses and journalists have
shown. It’s a dignity that wasn’t
shown by Roberts-Smith, who -

a court has determined - couldn’t
distinguish between unarmed local
villagers and armed insurgents.

SHADI KHAN SAIF IS A JOURNALIST
AND FORMER PAKISTAN AND
AFGHANISTAN CORRESPONDENT
BASED IN MELBOURNE
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Rag trade
Solve clothes
waste Crisis,
dealers tell EU

By Isabel Choat

groupofsecondhandclothes
dealers from Ghana have
visited Brussels to lobby for
Europe-wide legislation to
compel the fashion industry to help
address the “environmental catas-
trophe” of dumping vast amounts of
textiles in the west African country.
The traders from Kantamanto in
Accra, one of the world’slargest second-
hand clothing markets, met Alice Bah
Kuhnke, an MEP with Sweden’s Green
party, environmental organisations
and representatives from the Euro-
pean Commission and the European
Environment Bureau to argue that
proposed extended producer respon-
sibility (EPR) regulation should ensure
Ghanareceives funds towards manag-
ingthe100tonnes of clothing discarded
at the market every day.
Producersareobliged by EPR policies
to contribute to the disposal of waste
generated by their products. Franceis
the only countryin Europe withan EPR
that covers the textile industry.
Critics say the policy does little for
“end-of-line” countries such as Ghana
-because the fee paid by clothing pro-
ducers is low at just €0.06 ($0.06) for
eachitem, and the fundsraised donot

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023
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“follow exports” to countries such as
Ghana, which are suffering the conse-
quences of overproduction and con-
sumption in wealthy countries.

The Kantamanto traders want the
draft EPR policy toincrease the fee to
a minimum of €0.50 for each item,
and to guarantee a fair portion of the
money goes to the countries where the
secondhand clothesend up, including
atleast10% towards an environmental
fund to clean up previous damage.

Kantamanto coversabout 7 hectares
ofland, handling about 15m garments
a week and providing work for about
30,000 people. Retailers buy and sort
through bales of clothing. Most of it
is either “deadstock” (clothes kept in
warehouses and storerooms for years
but never worn) or items donated to
charities orleftin recyclingbins. About
6m of the better-quality items are sold
orupcycledinthe market every week.

But about 40% of the textiles are
discarded as waste. The growth in
“fast fashion” is pushing that figure
up, and bringing a higher volume of
lower-quality secondhand clothes.
The drop in quality leads to more
waste and erodes the traders’ earn-
ings, sending many into debt.

“Kantamanto makes visible the
problem that exists in Europe,” said
Samuel Oteng, a designer and com-
munity engagement manager with
the Or Foundation, a US environmental
organisation based in Accra that works
with Kantamanto. “But it also has the
solutions,” hesaid. “I’ve seen theresil-
ience of Kantamanto, but the support
and recognition is not there.”

The traders want new legislation to
acknowledge therole of Kantamanto’s
workersinrecycling the global north’s
cast-offs. “Recirculating 6m items of
clothing weekly is an astonishing feat.
What leaves Kantamanto as waste does
so largely because there is too much
clothing, not because people are not
working hard to manageit,” according
to the Waste Landscape report, pub-
lished by the Or Foundation in 2022.

Authorities transport waste from
the market to Adepa dump, 50km
north of Kantamanto, but they can only
handle about 30% of the total amount
of clothing waste and the remaining
70% ends up in ditches and drains,
leaching dyes into the sea and rivers,
and coveringbeaches with vast tangles
of clothing.

ISABEL CHOAT IS A COMMISSIONING
EDITOR FOR THE GUARDIAN’S
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Role of US
militaryin
question
amid cycle
of violence

By Nick Turse NIAMEY

‘ e fled here to Niamey
with nothing. We
don’t even know how

to feed ourselves,”

said Amadou as he sat outside a tiny
concrete home on the fringe of Niger’s
capital, recounting an attack on his vil-
lageby government forceslatelast year.
Accordingto Amadou, several mem-
bers ofhis family, and others from their
village near the border with Mali and
Burkina Faso, the Nigerien military
executed several village elders and
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local leaders during the attack. They
said it wasn’t the first time that people
from their village had been killed or
injured by government troops. Ama-
dou and others provided their full
names and that of their village, but the
Guardian has withheld those details for
fear of potential retribution.
Amadouand theothersareall mem-
bers of the Fulani ethnic group - pre-
dominantly semi-nomadic Muslim cat-
tleherdersalso known as the Peuhlwho
have long expressed discontent with
their governments across the Sahel
over neglect of their communities and
their poor political representation.
Asastigmatised minority with lim-
ited economic prospects, they have

been heavily recruited by the jihad- |

ist groups who have killed thousands
in the region in recent years, leading
to a self-reinforcing cycle of govern-
ment abuse. “Our areais underjihad-
ist domination, so the government
believes that we are on the jihadists’
side,” Amadou said.

Aneighbour from his village said she
had fled with nothing but the clothes
she was wearing. “I don’t even know
if my sister is alive or dead,” she said.
“They have been killing us, innocent
people,and also ourimams and leaders
tobreak the pillars of our community.”

Amadou’saccountraises questions

A Soldiers from
Ivory Coast,
Burkina Faso and
Niger take part
in US-sponsored
exercises in lvory
Coast in March
LUC GNAGO/REUTERS

Troubled

regions

The US state
department
points to alleged
killings by the
army in Diffa
and Tillaberi
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for Washington, which has developed
a close relationship with the Nigerien
military over the past two decades. US
and other western officials have high-
lighted the dangers posed by jihad-
istsand Russian mercenaries fromthe
Wagner group in west Africa.

“Inthe Sahel right now, we have mul-
tiple violent extremist organisations
that threaten the safety and security
and prosperity of that region,” said Rear
Admiral Milton Sands III, chief of US
special operations command Africa
(SocAfrica), on a conference call with
reporters. “This is compounded, to an
extent, by Wagner ... Wagner makes
countries less stable and less secure.”

Sands and others often fail tomen-
tion that while regional insecurity has
been increasing for 10 years, Wagner
has only been locally active since
about December 2021, whilethe UShas
beenheavilyinvolved for two decades.

n 2002, the US began providing
Niger with counter-terrorism
assistance and over the past
decade has provided more than
$500m in security assistance, from
armoured vehicles to surveillance
aircraft, making it the largest recipi-
ent of state department military aid
in west Africa and the second highest
in sub-Saharan Africa.

Over the past decade, the number
of US personnel deployed to Niger has
jumped from 100 to 1,000. US troops
have trained, advised, assisted and
even fought alongside Nigerien troops.
In 2017, for instance, four US soldiers
were killed in an ambush by Islamic
State fighters near the village of Tongo
Tongo. The US has also built a number
of military or CIA outposts, including
several bases tolaunch armed drones.

The UShasbeenjoinedin Niger by a
host of foreign partners, among them
Canadian commandos, and trainers
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from African Union and European
Union member states. This engage-
ment extends across the region.

The counter-terrorism assistance
hasfailed to stem sky-rocketingjihad-
istviolence, however. Even the Penta-
gon admitted this. “With 2,737 violent
events, the western Sahel (Burkina
Faso, Mali, and western Niger) expe-
rienced thelargest escalationin violent
eventslinked to militant Islamists over
the past year of any region in Africa, a
36% increase,” reads a recent report
by the Africa Center for Strategic Stud-
ies,aUS defence department research
institution. “Fatalities in the Sahel
involving militant Islamist groupsrose
even more rapidly, 63%.” All told, the
Africa Center found attacks linked to
militant Islamist groups in the Sahel
had increased 3,500% since 2016.

Elizabeth Shackelford, a former US
state department foreign service officer
who served in several posts in Africa
and is now a senior foreign policy fel-
low with the Chicago Council on Global
Affairs, said these metrics meant that
hard questions must be asked. “More
US security assistance isn’t leading to
more security, and all signs suggest it
plays arole in making matters worse,”
she said. “Niger is supposed to be the
success story for US counter-terrorism
partnership in the region. If these are
the wins, what do thelosseslooklike?”

The international mentorship has
also failed to curb a long history of
abusive behaviour by the Nigerien
armed forces. Sands had only good
things to say about Niger’s military.
“I’'m encouraged by what I see from
Nigerien special operations and the
government of Niger,” he said. “They
have an effective force ... and they’re
exceptional partners.”

But the US state department is far
less sanguine. “There were numerous
reports of arbitrary or unlawful execu-

| tions by authorities or their agents,”

reads their most recent assessment of
human rightsin Niger. “For example,
thearmed forces were accused of sum-
marily executing persons suspected
of fighting with terrorist groupsin the
Diffa and Tillabéri regions.”

For those caught upin the violence,
such as Amadou and his family, the
futureisbleak. “The jihadists are just
bandits,” he said. “But we’re trapped
between them and the government.
Every time the government troops
come, they eitherinjure orkill people.”

NICK TURSE IS AN
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALIST
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Everyone has different
needs when it comes
to staying hydrated.
Guidance varies from
1.5 to three litres a day.
Whatis clear is drinking
sufficient water can ease
headaches and tiredness

WELLBEING

Thirst
impressions

A

Everyone agrees that we need some form of
hydration - butis it safe to shun ‘boring’ water
in favour of nothing but coffee, tea or juice?

By Lizzie Cernik

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023
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uzzling water has become
something of a badge of
honour among celebrities,
with Jennifer Aniston and
Gwyneth Paltrow revealing they drink
up tothreelitres a day. But not every-
one findsit so easy. Florence Pugh, for
one, announced that she found water
“tooboring”. Aswell as thelack of fla-
vour, the constant toilet breaks were
“awaste of time”. Pugh prefers orange
juice, elderflower presses and tea.

What dothe experts say? How much
water should we be drinking every day
- and is it just as healthy to get your
hydration from other beverages?

Chester-based GP Chris Ritch-
ieson says NHS guidelines suggest
drinking about six to eight glasses
of water a day, which is roughly two
litres. “Although this is the general
guidance, there is very little concrete
research and evidence about the opti-
mum amount of water to drink,” he
says. “People have different sensitivity
levels to dehydration, soit could vary
from person to person.”

Although bottled waters
are popularamong
celebrities, there’s little
evidence that, in areas
with a potable supply,
they are superior to tap
water which also has the
benefit of being free

’
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When dehydration symptoms do
occur, they can be hard to spot, and
easily confused with something else.
“Not drinking enough can increase
the risk of urinary tract infections
and headaches, along with tiredness,
confusion, passing darker urine, dry
cracked skin and irregular bowel
movements,” says Ritchieson. It can
also lead to low blood pressure or
postural hypotension, a condition
where standing up can cause sudden
dizziness and falls.

Drinking more water can help to
prevent health conditions such as
migraines, frequent headaches and
kidney stones.

While plain water is the healthi-
est source of hydration, Ritchieson
says any non-alcoholic drink makes a
contribution. When, in 2016, research-
ers at the University of Stirling moni-
tored hydration levels in students
for four hours after taking on differ-
ent liquids, they found that a litre of
instant coffee - and even beer - was

. as hydrating as the same amount of



water. But hydration levels remained
highest of all, above water even, after
drinking milk.

Although this is the general guid-
ance, there is little concrete research
and evidence about the optimum
amount of water todrink. Butit’snota
good ideatodrink many water alterna-
tives onaregular basis. “Teaand coffee
are diuretics, which means they make
you go to the toilet more often,” says
Ritchieson. “Fizzy drinks, squashes
and juices will also hydrate you, but we
discourage people from drinking too
much due to the high sugar content,
which can lead to other health issues
in the long term.”

The caffeine in tea and coffee can
cause other side-effects, according to
Nishtha Patel, a functional medicine
practitioner and clinical nutritionist.
Theseinclude anincreased heart rate
and palpitations, anxiety, restless-
ness, insomnia, digestive problems
such as nausea and diarrhoea, sleep
disturbances, high blood pressure and
caffeine addiction.

“It is recommended that we limit
caffeine intake to about 400mg a day,
which is equivalent to approximately
four to five cups of coffee or eight to
10 cups of tea,” she says.

When it comes to sugar, the NHS
recommends consuming no more
than 30g of “free sugars” a day, which
includes natural sugars in fruit juice,
honey and syrups as well as sugars
added by food manufacturers.

Patel says some fizzy drinks or
energy drinks contain enough sugar
totake us over the daily recommended
intakein just oneserving. “Diet drinks
arereally not much better. They affect
the gut microbiome and, like other
ultra-processed foods, have been
linked to other diseases, including
memory decline and liver issues.”

Freshjuices contain more nutrients
than fizzy drinks, but Patel warns they
canstill easily take us over therecom-
mended daily sugar allowance. “On
average, an 8oz (230ml) serving of
freshly squeezed orange juice contains
around 20-25g of sugar. Consuming
too much sugar, even from natural
sources, can still have negative health
effects and increase the risk of type 2
diabetes and obesity. Water hydrates
us with zero calories.”

If, like Pugh, you find drinking water
“boring” or tasteless, the nutritional
therapist Thalia Pellegrini recom-
mends adding fruit or cucumber to a
water jug and putting it in the fridge.

Drinkwise

Knowyour
limits

4-5
Recommended

daily maximum
cups of coffee

25

Grams of sugar
in a standard
glass of

orange juice

V Fruit juices
contain high
levels of sugar
so moderation
is advised

“That adds just enough flavour for
some people,” she says. “You can also
try herbal teas and diluted fresh juices.
If you really can’t stand the taste of
water, try adding squash. It does have
alot of sugarbutit’sbetter for youthan
going without fluids.”

A diet with plenty of plants can
help, as you’ll get extra hydration from
fruits and vegetables. “Some ingre-
dients like celery, lettuce, tomatoes
and watermelon are more than 90%
water,” she says. “You can also try
eating plenty of peaches, pineapples,
oranges and pears.”

And what about the people who
avoid drinking water because they
worry about needing to visit the toilet
often? Veerpal Sandhu, an advanced
clinical pharmacist for GP surgeriesin
Essex, says thisis especially common
among pregnant women and elderly
people, who may have more difficulty
controlling their bladder. “Mostly
people manage by not drinking too
much before travelling, going out or
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‘Tea and
coffeeare
diuretics,
which
means
they make
yougoto
thetoilet
more often’

Chris Ritchieson
GP

goingtobed,” she says. “One solution
is to drink more when you are near
available toilets. And there are pelvic
floor exercises you can do to improve
bladder control.”

andhu points out that water

is essential for human health.

“It makes up over two-thirds

of the healthy human body.
It lubricates the joints and eyes, aids
digestion, flushes out waste and tox-
ins, and keeps the skin healthy.”

It is, of course, possible to drink
too much water. “As a result of some
of the publicity - often from celebri-
ties - about drinking more, we occa-
sionally see people who havebecome
unwell from drinking too much,” says
Ritchieson.

“Overhydrating can lead to a con-
dition called hyponatremia, which
means that your salt levels have
become too diluted. This can cause
headaches, dizziness and, in extreme
cases, unconsciousness. If you’re
going to increase your water intake,
I recommend doing it gradually and
drinking little and often throughout
the day.”

How much water is too much will
depend on the individual, and how
fasttheyare drinking. “That’s why we
always recommend little and often,”
says Ritchieson. “The kidneys can
eliminate 20 to 28 litres of water a day,
but nomore than aboutalitre an hour,
sotheimportant thingisto spread your
intake out throughout the day.

“For most people, unless they are
exercising, living in a hot climate or
unwell, about 1.5 to three litres of
water a day will always be enough.”
LIZZIE CERNIK IS A FEATURES WRITER
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Organisers
cancel Pride
eventsin
Florida amid
safety fears

By Joseph Contreras MIAMI

ristina Bozanich knew that
this year’s Pride month
event in the Florida town
of St Cloud would have to
be modified to comply with anew law
approved by Governor Ron DeSantis
last month. One in a series of bills
signed by DeSantis this year that esca-
lated hisassault on LGBTQ+ rights, the
Protection of Children Act prohibits
minors from attending “sexually
explicit performances” and authorises
the fining of businesses that allow
children to attend and suspending or
revoking their alcohol licences.

The inaugural Pride month event
Bozanich organised in St Cloud last
year featured an open-air parade and
a drag show. This year, the 30-year-
old photographer scheduled a private
event at a gym that would include a
drag show and would be open only to
adults who had bought tickets.

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023

News of the Protection of Children
law and the appearance of aroad sign
in the nearby neighbourhood of Lake
Nonathatread “kill all gays” prompted
all four drag performers to cancel. That
forced Bozanich to scrap the event.

The passage of similarlaws targeting
drag performances in other Republi-
can-controlled state legislatures has
cast a pall over this year’s Pride cele-
brations, includingin Texas, Montana
and Arkansas. Organisersin Tennessee
areawaitingafederal judge’sruling on
the constitutionality of state legisla-
tion that places restrictions on where
“adult cabaret” can be staged.

A drag show scheduled to take
place last week at Nellis air force base
in Nevada was cancelled after Depart-
ment of Defense officials advised
organisers that the performance
would contradict the defence secre-
tary Lloyd Austin’s recent congres-
sional testimony that the Pentagon
would not fund such events.

But with DeSantis having officially
launched a presidential campaign
last month, the spotlight remains on
Florida. Hisadministration foreshad-
owed the passage of the Protection of
Children Act whenit filed a complaint
last March seeking torevoke the liquor
licence of a Hyatt Regency hotel in
Miami, after it hosted a Christmas
drag queen show where children were
reportedly among the audience.

Amonthlater,aPride paradein Port
St Lucie was cancelled and related
events wererestricted toadults atleast
21 years old. This year’s Tampa Pride
festival went ahead, but organisers
decided to cancel a Pride on the River
in autumn after sponsors expressed
concerns over the outdoor setting.

<Revellers
celebrate during
last year's pride
parade in Tampa,
Florida

OCTAVIO JONES/GETTY

Diversity figures
According to
Equality Florida,
the state’s premier
advocacy group
for LGBTQ+ rights,
the Sunshine
stateis home

to an estimated
886,000 gay,
lesbian, bisexual,
transgender and
non-binary people
13 years of age
orolder. They
represent about
5% of Florida's
workforce and
4.6% of the state’s
adult population.

“It’s a very scary time for the
LGBTQ+ community with the political
climateright now,” said Carrie West, a
retired businessman and president of
the Tampa Pride organisation. “With
DeSantis running for president, he
wants to make a name for himself by
campaigning against us.”

A deputy press secretary for the
Floridagovernor declined aninterview
request from the Guardian. Butonthe
day DeSantis signed into law five bills
that will, among other actions, target
the use of appropriate pronouns in
school and prohibit minors from
undergoing gender-affirming surger-
ies and obtaining puberty-blocking
medication. Last year, the governor
signed a “don’t say gay” bill that bars
instruction on sexual orientation and
gender identity to children between
kindergarten and third grade.

At a time when the NAACP has
issued a travel advisory warning that
“Floridais openly hostile toward Afri-
can Americans, people of colour and
LGBTQ+individuals”, some peopleare
voting with their feet. Bozanich knows
of a family living in St Cloud with a
transgender child who will be fleeing
the Sunshine state and one adult who
has paused his gender transition and
will be moving to California in 2024.

Butmanymore members of Florida’s
besieged LGBTQ+ community are mov-
ingahead with plansto celebrate Pride
month. Led by Mayor Kenneth Welch,
the city of St Petersburg kicked off
events with a flag-raising ceremony
last week and will hold three days of
festivitiesin the last weekend of June.
South Florida’slongest-running Pride
parade willbe heldin the Fort Lauderd-
ale suburb of Wilton Manorson 17 June.

One of Florida’s first openly gay
lawmakers welcomes the forthright
affirmation of his community’s exist-
ence in some of the state’s largest
metropolitan areas. “We’re hearing
that, more often than not, our Pride
eventsare going forward, regardless of
the political environment,” said Car-
los Guillermo Smith, a senior policy
adviser at Equality Floridawho served
three terms in the Florida House of
Representatives between 2016 and
2022. “People are understanding that
raising their flaghigh and proudlyisan
important act of political resistance.
They aren’t allowing themselvestobe
bullied out of continuing their Pride
festivities as usual.”

JOSEPH CONTRERAS IS A JOURNALIST
BASED IN MIAMI
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ANALYSIS Such deals come at a price, of Budget, working such long hours
UNITED STATES course. For sure, there will be that she admitted to reporters she
plenty of time to debate how Biden had run out of clean clothes.
and Democrats could have played What emerged was a deal that
h this episode better. They could protected Biden’s legislative
AC l" OSS t e ga p have raised or abolished the debt accomplishments including the
. . limit when they had control of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and
Why blpa ”'tl Sa n White House and both chambers Inflation Reduction Act, fending
of Congress. Senator Tim Kaine of off Republican attempts to repeal
B l' d en C a n Virginia told the Politico website the latter’s green energy incentives.
that if he could “do one thing The White House also swept aside
. . . different, it would have been raising | Republican proposals to slash
C [a lm VZC tory ln the debt limit late last year”. funding for education, healthcare,
. . The president may have also law enforcement and social security.
de b t— I l m l t dea l been lulled into a false sense of The argument that “it could have
security by the shenanigans around | been worse” is hardly an inspiring
Kevin McCarthy’s election as re-election slogan but the White
House speaker in January. It took House would contend that it is
By David Smith WASHINGTON 15 ballots and implied a Republican realistic in divided government. ‘ ‘
majority mired in division and Young, a former staff director of the
‘;ﬂ._ Sometimes presidencies dysfunction. But Democrats House appropriations committee, The
Iy :.-“',:':-.‘*"‘ " are about things that underestimate Republicans’ ability insisted: “Look, the House is not {
““ .z donm’thappen. Joe Biden to fall into line at their peril. very different from when I was 21" sumen
23" will be breathing a sigh McCarthy managed to steer his there. You have to have some faith it could
of relief that the economic asteroid unwieldy coalition into passing in the governing majority, which I have been
hurtling towards planet Earth a debt limit bill stuffed with do, because I have a lot of respect for , e
turned into a near miss: America is conservative priorities and spending | members on both sides of the aisle worse'is
not going to default on his watch. cuts. If Biden hoped that moderate to do what’s best for the American hardly an
After a bipartisan deal to suspend | Republicans would bow to logic - people. And that is not some in spirin g
the $31.4tn debt ceiling passed the the debt limit is about spending that | pollyannish thing. I know them. And ¢
Republican-controlled House and Congress has already authorised, I’ve always thought we could get re-election
the Democrat-controlled Senate, not future appropriations - and here if we let the extreme go away.” slogan
Biden could claim that in the age break ranks, rather than embrace On the left, there was opposition
of polarisation, it takes an apostle the apocalyptic prospect of default, from Pramila Jayapal, Alexandria
of bipartisanship and a 36-year he had to think again. Ocasio-Cortez and others. They
veteran of the Senate to reach The president duly cancelled a condemned work requirements for
across the aisle and make deals trip to Australia and Papua New food aid programmes for some poor
with his opponents. Only Biden, the | Guinea to hold talks with McCarthy. | Americans, reduced funding for the
argument goes, can bridge divides He deployed a negotiating team that | Internal Revenue Service that could
that seem unbridgeable in the age of | included Shalanda Young, director make life easier for wealthy tax
Donald Trump. of the Office of Management and cheats, and the speeding up of the
permitting process for a natural gas
pipeline in West Virginia (home of
the conservative Democratic senator
Joe Manchin).
But there was no mass revolt
against Biden. Progressives
understood “Maga Republicans”
had taken the economy hostage
and left Biden with no choice but to
negotiate the ransom. Congressman
Jamie Raskin said: “We need to
make sure this kind of legislative
extortion never happens again.”
It was Biden’s predecessor,
Trump, who wrote a book entitled
The Art of the Deal. But it is Biden <Joe Biden
who continues to exceed low addresses

expectations by finding common
ground in the disappearing middle.

DAVID SMITH IS THE GUARDIAN’S

| WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF

the nation on
averting default

JIM WATSON/
AFP/REUTERS
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Can humans ever understand
how animals think? Research is
overturning assumptions about
what creatures are capable of

; By Adam Kirsch

iraffes will eat courgettes
if they have to, but they really prefer carrots. A team
of researchers from Spain and Germany recently took
advantage of this preference to investigate whether
the animals are capable of statistical reasoning. In the
experiment, a giraffe was shown two transparent containers
holding a mixture of carrot and courgette slices. One
container held mostly carrots, the other mostly courgettes.
A researcher then took one slice from each container and
offered them to the giraffe with closed hands, soit couldn’t
see which vegetable had been selected.

In repeated trials, the four test giraffes reliably chose
the hand that had reached into the container with more
carrots, showing they understood that the more carrots
were in the container, the more likely it was that a carrot
had been picked. Monkeys have passed similar tests, and
humanbabies can doitat 12 months old. But giraffes’ brains
are much smaller than primates’ relative to body size, so
it was notable to see how well they grasped the concept.

Such discoveries are becoming less
O Seen surprising every year, however, as a
AhippoinJaime flood of new research overturns long-
Duque parknear standing assumptions about what
the Colombian animal mindsareand aren’t capa-
capital, Bogotd  ble of. A recent wave of popular | —>
AFP/GETTY books on animal cognition argue
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36 The animal mind’s eve

Humanity has
justified its supremacy
over all other animals
by our intellectual

superiority

that skillslong assumed to be humanity’s prerogative, from
planning for the future to a sense of fairness, actually exist
throughout the animal kingdom - and not justin primates
or other mammals, butin birds, octopuses and beyond. In
2018, forinstance, ateam at the University of Buenos Aires
found evidence that zebra finches, whose brains weigh
half'a gram, have dreams. Monitors attached to the birds’
throats found that when they were asleep, their muscles
sometimes moved in exactly the same pattern as when
they were singing out loud; in other words, they seemed
to be dreaming about singing.

In the 21st century, findings such as these are helping to
drive a major shift in the way human beings think about
animals - and about ourselves. Humanity has tradition-
ally justified its supremacy over all other animals - the
fact that we breed them and keep them in cages, rather
than vice versa - by our intellectual superiority. According
to Aristotle, humans are distinguished from other living
things because only we possess a rational soul. We know
our species as Homo sapiens, “wise man”.

Yet at a time when humanity’s self-image is largely
shaped by fears of environmental devastation and nuclear
war, combined with memories of historical atrocity, itisno
longer so easy to say, with Hamlet, that manis “the paragon
of animals” - theideal that other creatures would imitate,
if only they could. Nature may be “red in tooth and claw”,
but creatures whose weapons are teeth and claws can only
kill each other one at a time. Only humans commit atroci-
ties such as war, genocide and slavery - and what allows
us to conceive and carry out such crimes is the very power
of reason that we boast about.

In his 2022 book If Nietzsche Were a Narwhal, Justin
Gregg, a specialist in dolphin communication, takes this
mistrust of human reason to an extreme. The book’s title
encapsulates Gregg’s argument: if Friedrich Nietzsche had
been born a narwhal instead of a German philosopher, he
would have been much better off, and given his intellectual
influence on fascism, so would the world. By extension,
the same is true of our whole species. “The planet does
notlove usas much aswelove ourintellect,” Gregg writes.
“We have generated more death and destruction for life on
this planet than any other animal, past and present. Our
many intellectual accomplishments are currently on track
to produce our own extinction.”

Ifhuman minds areincapable of solving the problems they
create, then perhaps our salvation lies in encountering
very different types of minds. The global popularity of the
documentary My Octopus Teacher, released by Netflix in
2020, is just one example of the growing hunger for such
| encounters. Inthe film, the South African diver Craig Foster
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spends months filming a female octopusin an underwater
kelp forest, observing most of her life cycle. Foster pre-
sents himself as the anti-Jacques Cousteau; he doesn’t go
underwater to study the non-human, but to learn from it.

Humility is a traditional religious discipline, and there is
aspiritual dimension to Foster’s quest and to the film’s suc-
cess. On YouTube, where the trailer hasbeen viewed 3.7m
times, thousands of people testify that My Octopus Teacher
made them weep, changed their understanding of the world
and made them resolve to lead better lives. It’s clear that,
for modern people who seldom encounter animals except
for pet catsand dogs, enteringintoa closerelationship with
anon-human mind can be a sacred experience.

The idea of the octopus as the non-human mind par
excellence was popularised by the 2016 bestseller Other
Minds: The Octopus, the Sea, and the Deep Origins of Con-
sciousness, by Peter Godfrey-Smith. A philosopher rather
than a marine biologist, Godfrey-Smith got an opportunity
to see the creaturesin action at a site off eastern Australia
known toresearchers as Octopolis. There he discovered that
octopusesare “smart in the sense of being curious and flex-
ible; they areadventurous, opportunistic”, prone to making
off withitems such as tape measures and measuring stakes.

The fascination of the octopusis that while its behaviour
seemsrecognisablein human terms as mischief or curiosity,
its neural architecture is immensely different from ours.
Since Darwin, humans have grown used torecognising our-
selvesin our fellow primates, whose brains and body plans
are similar to our own. After all, humans and chimpanzees
sharea common ape ancestor thatlived in Africaasrecently
as 6m years ago. Our most recent common ancestor with
the octopus, by contrast, is a worm-like creature thought
to have lived 500-600m years ago.

Because the mind of the octopus evolved in a completely
different fashion from ours, it makes sense of the world
in ways we can barely imagine. An octopus has 500m
neurons, about as many as a dog, but most of these neu-
rons are located notin the brain but in its eight arms, each
of which can move, smell and perhaps even remember on
itsown. In Godfrey-Smith’s words, an octopusis “probably
the closest we will come to meeting an intelligent alien”.
When such a being encounters a human at the bottom of
the ocean, what could it possibly make of us?

0 Homingin
Bees find their
way home
from a distance
by detecting
magnetic fields

NATURE COLLECTION/
ALAMY
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to reduce chimpanzees to a satisfactory state of depriva-
tion”. You could hardly ask for abetter example of how the
arrogance of reason leads to cruelty.

Meanwhile, animals without “rational souls” are capable
of demonstratingadmirable qualities such as patience and
self-restraint. Among humans, the ability to sacrificeimme-
diate pleasure for future gainis called resisting temptation,
and is taken as a sign of maturity. But De Waal shows that
even birds are capable of it. In one experiment, an African
grey parrot named Griffin was taught that if he resisted the
urge to eat a serving of cereal, he would be rewarded after
an unpredictable interval with food he liked better, such
as cashew nuts. The bird was able to hold out 90% of the
time, devising ways to distract himself by talking, preening
his feathers or simply throwing the cup of cereal across the
room. Such behaviours, De Waal notes, are quite similar to
what human children do in the face of temptation.

Moreintriguing than the convergences between human
and animal behaviour, however, are the profound differ-
ences in the way we perceive and experience the world.
The reason why an encounter with an octopus can be
awe-inspiring is that two species endowed with different
senses and brains inhabit the same planet but very differ-
ent realities.

Take the sense of smell. As humans, we learn about our
For most of the 20th century, animal researcherswouldn’t | « Eyeline surroundings primarily by seeing and hearing, while our
even have asked such a question, much less attempted to = A horse, pictured | ability to detect odours is fairly undeveloped. For many
answer it. Under theinfluence of the American psychologist | competingin the animals, the reverseis true. In his 2022 book An Immense
BF Skinner, scientific orthodoxy held that it was neither = World Equestrian | World, the science journalist Ed Yong writes about an
legitimate nor necessary to talk about what was goingon | Games in France experiment by the researcher Lucy Bates involving Afri-
in an animal’s mind. Science, he argued, only deals with | reécisouvienauy can elephants. Bates found that if she took urine from an

things that can be observed and measured, and we can’t | REVTER®
directly observe mental faculties evenin ourselves, much
less in animals. What we can observe is action and behav-
iour, and Skinner was able to modify the behaviour of rats
using positive reinforcement, such asrewards of food, and
negative reinforcement, such as electric shocks.

When Jane Goodall first went to study chimpanzees in
Tanzaniain the 1960s, the very notion of animal subjectivity
was taboo. Her practice of giving names to the individual
chimps she observed - such as David Greybeard, who her
studies made famous - was frowned on as unscientific,
since it suggested that they might be humanlike in other
ways. The standard practice was to number them. “You
cannot share your life with a dog or a cat,” Goodall later
observed, “and not know perfectly well that animals have
personalities and minds and feelings. You know it and I
think every single one of those scientists knew it, too, but
because they couldn’t prove it, they didn’t talk about it.”

Today, the pendulum has swungin the other direction.
Scientists speak without embarrassment about animal
minds and consciousness. In popular writing on the subject,
Skinner appears only as a villain. In his 2016 book Are We
Smart Enough to Know How Smart Animals Are?, the prima-
tologist Frans de Waal discusses amid-20th-century experi-
ment in which researchers at a primate centre in Florida,
educated in Skinner’s methods, tried to train chimps the
way he had trained rats, by withholding food. “Express-
ing no interest in cognition - the existence of which they
didn’teven acknowledge,” De Waal writes, the researchers
“investigated reinforcement schedules and the punitive
effect of time-outs”. The staff of the primate centre rebelled
and started feeding the chimpsin secret, causing Skinner to
lament that “tender-hearted colleagues frustrated efforts

elephantintherearofaherd and spreadit on the groundin
front of the herd, the elephants reacted with bewilderment
and curiosity, knowing that the individual’s distinctive
odour was coming from the wrong place. For them, a smell
out of place was as fundamental a violation of reality as a
ghostly apparition would be for us.

Animals that perceive the world through scent, such
as dogs, even have a different sense of time. We often talk
about theimportance of “living in the moment”, butin fact
we have no other choice; since visual information reaches
us at the speed of light, what we see around us are things
as they existed an infinitesimal fraction of a second ago.
When adogsmells, however, itis “not merely assessing the
present but alsoreading the past and divining the future”,
Yong writes. Odour molecules from a person or another dog
can linger in a room long after the source is gone, or waft
ahead before it appears. When a dog perks up long before
its owner walks through the front door, smell can seem
like a psychic power.

If giraffes can do statistical reasoning and parrots under-
stand the concept of the future, then where does the dis-
tinctiveness of the human mind really lie? One favourite
candidate is what psychologists call “theory of mind” -
the ability to infer that each person is their own “I”, with
independent experiences and private mental states. In
The Book of Minds, the science writer Philip Ball describes
the classic experiment that tests the development of this
ability in children. A child and an adult watch as an object
is hidden under one of three cups. Then the adult leaves

the room and the child sees a second adult come in
and move the object so it’s under a different cup. -

When the firstadult returns, where does the child
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expect they will look for the object? Very young children
assume that the adult will know its new location, just as
they do. Starting around age four, however, children start
to understand that the adult only knows what they have
seen themselves, so they expect them to look under the
original, now empty cup. “Indeed,” Ball writes, “they will
often delightin the deception: in their knowing what others
don’t”

Developing a theory of mind is necessary because we
can never know what is going on inside other people in
the same immediate way we know ourselves. Sane adults
take for granted that other people have the same kind of
inner life they do, but this remains a kind of assumption.
René Descartes was one of the first philosophers to wrestle
with this problem, in the 17th century. “What doIsee from
the window but hats and coats which may cover automatic
machines?” he asked. “Yet I judge these to be men.” But
Descartes didn’t extend the same benefit of the doubt to
animals. Even more than Skinner, he saw them asautomata
without any inner experience, “bétes-machines”. Ballnotes
that Descartes dissected live animals to study the circula-
tion of the blood, “and dismissed any cries of pain that
procedure elicited as a mere mechanical response, not
unlike the screech of a poorly oiled axle”.

Four centuries later, De Waal complains that science
still hasn’t overcome the tendency to draw a dividing line
between theinner lives of humans and those of other crea-
tures. The reason that scientists have focused on theory
of mind, De Waal believes, is because no animal has been
shown to possessit. Such “interspecificbragging contests”,
he writes, are designed to flatter our sense of superiority.
In fact, it seems that even here we’re not clear winners.
According to Ball, recent attempts to replicate the theory-
of-mind experiment with chimps and bonobos suggest that
the majority of them pass the test, though the evidence is
ambiguous: since the subjects can’t talk, researchers gauge
their expectations by tracking their eye movements.

Evenifother species were conclusively found to possess
a theory of mind, of course, it would not challenge our
monopoly on the kind of “rational soul” that produced the
pyramids and monotheism, the theory of evolution and the
intercontinental ballistic missile. Aslongas these quintes-
sentially human accomplishments remain our standard
for intellectual capacity, our place at the top of the mental
ladder is assured.

Butareweright tothink of intelligence asaladderinthe
first place? Maybe we should think, instead, in terms of
what Ball calls “the space of possible minds” - the countless
potential ways of understanding the world, some of which
we may not even be able toimagine. In mapping this space,
which could theoretically include computer and extra-

The octopus mind
evolved differently.
It makes sense of the
world in ways we can
barely imagine
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terrestrial minds as well as animal ones, “we are currently
no better placed than the pre-Copernican astronomers who
installed the Earth at the centre of the cosmos and arranged
everything else in relation to it”, Ball observes. Until we
know more about what kinds of minds are possible, it is
sheer hubristo set up our own as the standard of excellence.

Xenophanes, a pre-Socratic philosopher, observed that
if horses and oxen could draw pictures, they would make
the godslooklike horses and oxen. Similarly, if non-human
beings could devise a test of intelligence, they might rank
species according to, say, their ability to find their way
home from a distance unaided. Bees do this by detecting
magneticfields, and dogs by following odours, while most
modern humans would be helpless without a map or a
GPS. “Earth is bursting with animal species that have hit
on solutions for how tolive a good life in ways that put the
human species to shame,” Gregg says.

Butifhuman and animal minds are so essentially different
that we can never truly understand one another, thenatrou-
bling thought arises: we would be less like neighbours than
inmates who occupy separate cellsin the same prison. The
kind of understanding Foster achieved with his octopus, or
Goodall with her chimpanzees, would have to be written off
asananthropomorphisingillusion, just as Skinner warned.

The possibility of true interspecies understandingis the
subject of Thomas Nagel’s landmark 1974 essay What Is It
Like toBe a Bat?, to which every writer on animal cognition
pays their respects, sometimes wearily. Nagel, an Ameri-
can philosopher, concluded that humans can never really
understand abat’sinner experience. EvenifItry to picture
whatit’slike to fly on webbed wings and hang upside down,
allIcanimagine is what it would be like for me to be a bat,
not what it’s like for a bat to be a bat.

For Nagel, this conclusion has implications beyond ani-
mal psychology. It proves that mental life can never be
reduced to things we can observe from the outside, whether
that means the way we behave or the pattern of electrical
impulses in our neurons. Subjectivity, what it feels like to
exist, is so profoundly different from what we can observe
scientifically that the two realms can’t even be described
in the same language.

Few people have ever taken the challenge of Nagel’s
essay as literally as Charles Foster in his 2016 book Being a
Beast. A barrister and academic by profession, Foster set
himselfthe challenge of entering the mental worlds of five
animal species by living as much like them as possible. To
beafox, he writes: “Ilayinaback yard in Bow, foodless and
drinkless, urinating and defecating where I was, waiting
for the night and treating as hostile the humansin the row
houses all around.” To be a badger, he dug a trench in the
side of a hilland lived inside it with his young son Tom, eat-
ing earthworms and inhaling dust. “Tom was filling tissues
with silica and blood for a week,” Foster notes.

Foster welcomes all this damage and discomfort, but
not in the spirit of a scientist doing fieldwork. Rather, he
evokes the medieval flagellants who covered their backs
with welts to purge themselves of sin. That Foster defines
sinasatransgression against nature rather than God doesn’t
make the concept any less religious. “Evolutionary biol-
ogyisanuminous statement of the interconnectedness of
things,” he writes, and his preaching translates easily into
Christian terms: “Say, with Saint Francis, ‘Hello, Brother
Ox,; and mean it,” he demands.

0 Looking on
Anemu at
Taronga zoo
in Sydney
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Foster’s way of seeking communion with the animals may
be extreme, at times comically so, but his basicimpulse is
shared by many of today’s students of animal cognition, and
an increasing number of laypeople as well. Encountering
an animal mind can perform the same function as a great
work of art or areligious experience: it makes the familiar
strange, reminding us that reality encompasses far more
than we ordinarily think.

The great difference is that while a traditional religious
experience can awaken human beings to God, an animal
epiphany can awaken us to the fullness of this world. “What
she taught me was to feel that you’re part of this place, not
a visitor,” Foster says in the closing lines of My Octopus
Teacher, and by “this place” he doesn’t just mean a par-
ticular kelp forest, but the Earth itself. At first this might
sound like an odd realisation: where else would human
beings belong if not on our one and only planet?

But in the 21st century, it is clearly becoming harder for
ustothink of ourselves as genuinely belonging to the Earth.
Whether we look back on our long history of driving other
species to extinction, or forward to a future in which we
extinguish ourselves through climate breakdown, many
humans now see humanity as the greatest danger facing
the Earth - a cancer that grows without limit, killing its host.

It is no coincidence that, at the same moment, tech
visionaries have begun to think about our future in extra-
terrestrial terms. Earth may be where humanity happened
toevolve, they say, but our destiny calls us to other worlds.
Elon Musk founded SpaceX in 2002 with the explicit goal of
hastening humanity’s colonisation of Mars. Other “trans-
humanist” thinkers look forward to a fully virtual future,
in which our minds leave our bodies behind and achieve
immortality in the form of electromagnetic pulses.

These projects sound futuristic, but they are best under-
stood as new expressions of a very old human anxiety.

500

million

The thinking
power, in
neurons, of

an octopus;
two-thirds of
thisisinits limbs
not in its brain

.

We have always suffered from metaphysical claustrophobia
-the sense that a cosmos containing no minds but our own
wasintolerably narrow. Thatis why, since prehistorictimes,
humans have populated Earth with other kinds of intel-
ligences - from gods and angels to fairies, forest spirits
and demons. All premodern cultures took the existence of
such non-human minds for granted. In medieval Europe,
Christian and Greek philosophical ideas gave rise to the
doctrine of the “great chain of being”, which held that the
universe is populated by an unbroken series of creatures,
all the way from plants at the bottom to God at the apex.
Humanity stood in the middle, more intelligent than the
animals but less than the angels, who came in many spe-
cies, with different powers and purviews.

Filling the universe with hypothetical minds, superior to
our own in wisdom and goodness, helpsrelieve our species’
loneliness, giving us beings we could talk to, think about
and strive toemulate. Our need for that kind of company in
the universe hasn’t gone away, though today we prefer tofill
the region “above” us in the space of possible minds with
advanced extraterrestrials and superpowered Als - beings
that are just as hypothetical as seraphim and cherubim,
atleast sofar.

Ourrising interestin animal minds can be seen asa way
of filling in the regions “below” us as well. If an octopus
is like an intelligent alien, as Godfrey-Smith writes, then
we don’t need to scan the skies so anxiously for an actual
extraterrestrial. Yong quotes Elizabeth Jakob, an American
spider expert, to the same effect: “We don’t have to look
to aliens from other planets ... We have animals that have
a completely different interpretation of what the world is
right next tous.” Perhaps simply knowing that these other
minds exist can help us make peace with the limitations
of our own @

ADAM KIRSCH IS A POET AND LITERARY CRITIC
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0 Breakthrough
A This American
Life spin-off,
Serial (est 2014)
gave investigative
journalism new
mass appeal

In20years, podcasting has upended
pop culturein countless, unexpected
ways - Whether that's making comedy
less gladiatorial, musicians more
available, or giving us more content
dedicatedto our favourite things

By Rachel Aroesti
Illustrations by Toby Triumph

o Top of the pods
The Ricky Gervais
Show was hosted
by the Guardian
in 2005. By the
next year, it was
the most popular
podcastin

the world

SERIAL

oyouremember life before podcasts?
Yes, obviously, is likely to be the short answer. Podcasting is still
a relatively youthful medium, after all. In fact, it is exactly 20 years
since the format’s invention: Open Source - a politics and culture
discussion show hosted by the journalist Christopher Lydon - debuted
in 2003, and is widely considered the first-ever podcast. (Not that it
was called podcasting at that point; the term was coined the following
year by Ben Hammersley in an article for the Guardian.)

Yetifyouare one of the many millions of people around the world
who listen to podcasts - and especially if you’re a heavy user like me
(Ilisten while I am cleaning, cooking, eating, walking, on the bus,
having a bath - essentially anything that doesn’t require me to be
producing words) - the art form will have subtly but comprehensively
changed the flavour of your everyday life. For many of us, podcasts
have become constant companions, fostering parasocial relation-
ships, exposing us to candid conversations and unearthing thrilling,
sometimes salacious, stories.

During their short lifespan - to put it in perspective, we are at the
equivalent of1950 where TV dramais concerned, and 1912 for widely
available recorded music - podcasts have loudly made their presence
felt. But their impact has stretched far beyond the podcast app on
your phone. The form is also waging a stealthy campaign to remake
pop culture: nudging comedy, television, film, celebrity and
even music in new directions.

What was the first podcast you listened to? For a lot of people,

9June2023 The Guardian Weekly
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BROWN GIRLS

I LIL

o Laugh out loud
Podcasting has
brought new
levels of intimacy
to the world of
comedy, with
series such as
Poppy Jay and
Rubina Pabani's
Brown Girls Do

It Too, and Rob
Beckett and Josh
Widdicombe's
Parenting Hell

Instead of edginess,

disruption and

discomfort, podcasts

rely on intimacy
and repetition

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023

myself included, the answer will be The Ricky Gervais Show. An
edited, downloadable follow-up to the XFM radio programme Gervais
presented alongside Stephen Merchant and Karl Pilkington, it was first
released in 2005 via the Guardian’s website. (Its on-demand delivery
method is perhaps the most obvious factor that distinguishes a pod-
cast from a radio show.) By 2006, The Ricky Gervais Show was the
world’s most popular podcast, averaging 261,670 downloads per week.

Inasense, we have barely moved on. That show’s setup - comedi-
cally gifted pals shooting the proverbial - remains one of the most
popular approaches for a hit podcast (Parenting Hell, My Therapist
Ghosted Me, and Wolf and Owl are all fixtures of the podcasting
top10). And yet, in theintervening years, the podcast has transformed
the comedy world itself.

While Gervais and Merchant were far from outsiders - having
created one of the decade’s biggest sitcoms, The Office - their model
ended up breaking down barriersin the industry. Podcasts are gener-
allyaDIY medium and there are no official gatekeepers. “The beauty
of podcastsisanyone can doit; you’re not aslave tothe commission-
ing process or doing it through the lens of an exec who doesn’t really
understand the lived experiences of a community,” says Poppy Jay,
a co-host of the award-winning Brown Girls Do It Too.

When they were growing up, Jay and her co-host, Rubina Pabani -
who both have abackground in factual TV production - felt comedy
was something for other people. A perfect storm of British Asian
familial expectations - being a comedian “is not even on the ticket”,
says Jay - and the very male Bollywood slapstick and aggressively
white and male British standup they were exposed to growing up
(“We always talk about how Jim Davidson was theidea of who should
be funny”) meant they “had no idea” who could make an entrance
to that arena, says Pabani.

In short, were it not for podcasts, there is no way the pair would
have found themselves professionally engaged in the business
of making people laugh. And they inarguably are: last year, they
embarked on a nationwide tour of the podcast’s stage show, an
hour of skits, storytelling and conversation. Now, Jay and Pabani are
keen to continue down this road; their latest ambition is to perform
standup as a double act.

Live podcasts attract punters “who have never come to see a live
comedy show before”, says Ophelia Francis, the head of live comedy
at London venues 2Northdown and 21Soho. It follows that they also
tend tobe the most reliably popular events; “some of the biggest and
quickest-selling shows that we’ve had at the venues”. The accessible
nature of podcasts means they attract alarge audience keen torepay
the hosts for all the hitherto free entertainment, and see a comedy
show they are guaranteed to connect with thanks to their existing
intimacy with the performers.

Often these live podcasts translate to bigger gigs than already
successful comedian hosts would have sold in their day jobs: the
wildly successful Parenting Hell podcast, presented by Rob Beckett
and Josh Widdicombe, has recently been on an arena tour. Even the
guests on high-profile podcasts such as Off Menu get a big boost to
ticket sales, says Francis.

Podcasts haven’t just ballooned audiences; they have helped
change the content and tone of comedy. The medium is part of a shift
away from the gladiatorial nature of 00s comedy, with its unforgiv-
ing club audiences and brutal panel shows, to an overtly friendlier
world (most chat podcasts double as performative friendships). Ben
Williams, the producer of James Acaster and Ed Gamble’s Off Menu,
one of the UK’s most popular podcasts (where fans will know Wil-
liams as the Great Benito), agrees that podcasts have helped change
the tenor of comedy from combative to collaborative. “That’s the key
difference: no one’s trying to win anything on Off Menu.”

As opposed to edginess, disruption and discomfort, podcasts
rely on intimacy, repetition and familiarity. As Williams points out,
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| “podcasts are full of in-jokes where the more you’ve listened and
the more you’ve engaged with it, the more you’re rewarded”. This
high-exposure, high-volume model works better when the comedy
stems not from finessed jokes but from comedians sharing catharti-
cally frank revelations along with the humdrum minutiae of their
lives. The classic sound engineer’s mic check question - “What did
you have for breakfast?” - now counts as content.

When I spoke to Parenting Hell’s Widdicombe last year, he said
the podcast had led to abroader shiftin hisapproach: rather than his
previous specialism of deliberately impersonal observational comedy,
he found audiences responded better to something more direct and
unfiltered. “When you’re talking more about your worries and your
struggles, people respond in a completely different way. It took me
12 yearstorealise that I’'m much funnier when I’m being honest about
my life. Sonow I try to take that into other things.”

Podcasting has blurred the edges of the comic form itself: you
don’t have to be a comedian to do comedy any more, and if you are
acomedian, younolonger havetotell jokes to make audiences laugh
and - perhaps more importantly - love you.

If The Ricky Gervais Show was not your gateway podcast, Serial
probably was. Debuting in 2014, it followed journalist Sarah Koenig
investigating the 1999 murder of Hae Min Lee, breaking records by
becoming the first podcast to top 5m downloads that year. The follow-
ing year it won a Peabody award and, in 2023, Adnan Syed, the man
serving a life sentence for Lee’s murder, was released after the show
highlighted flaws in the original case (though a Maryland appeals
court has reinstated the murder conviction and Syed’s legal status
remains uncertain).

Since Serial’srelease, there have been multiple reports of impend-
ing TV adaptations, none of which have yet made it to air. But TV
platforms - especially in the US - are increasingly busy with podcast
adaptations. Aaron Hart is the head of TV and film at US firm Wondery;
hisjobisto “transition” the podcast company’s true-crime - or “true-
crime-adjacent” - wares into scripted series; previous star-studded
successes have included The Shrink Next Door and Dr Death. For
commissioners, the appeal of this podcast-to-drama modelis myriad.
Podcastsactas “proof of concept”, he says, demonstrating the story’s
“basis of structure” and “propulsive narrative” - both crucial for
binge-friendly streaming material.

Another advantage is the meticulous research that goes into pro-
ducing a high-quality factual podcast (Wondery’s typically take six to
nine months to make), which results in more richly detailed drama,
says Hart. He also points out that he is often able to start the pitching
process with A-list talent - who were won over by the original pod-
cast - already on board.

All of this makes podcast adaptations attractive for networks and
streaming platforms. Hart says a hit podcast’s “built-in audience” is
alsoappealing, but doesn’t that mean the target viewershipisalready
familiar with the plot? “It’s more insight: seeing how a certain event
told within a podcast can be filled out more on the television side,”
says Hart. “Audiences want tolearn everything they can behind these
stranger-than-fiction stories.”

“Everything” is the operative word. The true-crime boom has
led to the same stories being told many times, over podcasts, docu-
mentaries, scripted dramas and multiple articles. Now, the trend is
extending beyond known criminals and into the world of business:
last year’s hit podcast-to-TV adaptationsincluded Hart’s WeCrashed
(about the fall of WeWork) and The Dropout (about fraudulent medi-
cal startup Theranos). This year, filmis getting in on the act. The Ben
Affleck movie Air chronicles the inception of Air Jordans; the rise and
fall of BlackBerry has been dramatised; and Eva Longoria makes her
film-directing debut with Flamin’ Hot, the origin story of the Cheetos
flavour of the same name (yes, really).

The podcast model has popularised the documentation then

WONDERY

© Most wanted
Dr Death is one
of the many true
crime or ‘true
crime-adjacent’
podcasts picked
up forTVor

film adaptation

dramatisation of real stories, something that alongside the glut of
reboots, prequels, adaptations and brand spin-offs forms part of
a movement the New Yorker exasperatedly christened “the numb-
ingrise of IP [intellectual property] TV”. All this repetition serves to
highlight any small scrap of novelty. Like the comedian dropping
a tiny but hitherto private snippet of information in a chat pod, if
an adaptation can unearth even one unexplored detail, that may be
enough to sate audiences.

Ruth Barnes is the director of Chalk & Blade, one of the UK’s first
podcast-specific production companies. Its Obsessed With episodes
act as companion shows for various BBC dramas, from Happy Valley
to Killing Eve. Part of the aforementioned trend for wringing every
last scrap of content from a story - in this case a fictional one - the
podcast plays into the sort of pop culture fandom that was once the
preserve of hardcore enthusiasts but is now pitched towards mass
consumption. The internet may be responsible for making pop-cul-
ture geekery more intense and accessible, but podcasts have made
it a form of entertainment. Barnes thinks the medium is uniquely
suited to the job. “People have always wanted that much detail
but there wasn’t the right medium. Now we have this medium that
allows you to hoover up as much as you want whenever you want
and you don’t have to be sat still doing it.”

Podcasts cater to the part-time nerd, dedicated to soaking up
knowledge ambiently. That’s because they are designed for pas-
sive consumption; a cause and symptom of our cracked attention
spans, perfect for the age of optimisation and the cult of busyness.
But podcasts are by no means background noise. They work hard to
be engaging, often doing so using a strong authorial voice. Sometimes
literally: just behind popularising true-crime podcasts and helping
overturn a murder conviction, host Koenig’s distinctive vocal fry is
Serial’s third most important legacy.

According to Jonny Taylor, the director of original documentary
film at Netflix, “the relationship between podcasts and documenta-
ries is completely symbiotic”. Podcasts «“tend to have a real sense of
journalistic voice”. When making the lockdown smash Tiger King,
his team “spoke about podcastslots. The whole way Tiger Kingis set
up is like an investigation; someone started a journey not knowing
where it was going to go. What podcasts have done is put that
front and centre and really allow the listener to engage in
that quest with the presenter.”

9June2023 The Guardian Weekly
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Podcasts have put
investigation front
and centre - allowing
the listener to
engage in the quest
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TheTrojanHorse

0 Inside story
Some podcasts
are companions
to TV dramas,
while others take
listeners inside
the creative
processes
inindustries
such as music
or journalism

Affair

This combination of the author’s journey coming to the fore and
amove away from fancy productionislinked: podcasts have encour-
aged pop culture to show its workings. On investigative podcasts such
as The Trojan Horse Affair and Sweet Bobby, hosts narrate their jour-
nalistic triumphs and failuresin what feelslike real time (doorstepping
someone who isn’t home, unearthing an overlooked document).

Itapplies tomusic, too. Song Exploder, arguably the world’s most
successful music podcast, takes the form of a hyper-detailed making-
of guided by the track’s creator(s). On each episode of Norah Jones
Is Playing Along, the singer-songwriter chats and jams with a fellow
musician (guests haveincluded Logic, Mavis Staples and Jeff Tweedy).

“We’re letting the listener in on [the process of music-making]
instead of trying to polish it up,” says Jones. “There’s mistakes
in every one.” Ideas from the collaborations - such as “different
chord changes people come up with” - then find their way back
into her solo output.

Demystification of music itself isn’t the only advantage to an
artist of having a podcast. Social media fuels pop fandom, yet it is
often a highly manipulative and strangely opaque medium, whereas
podcasts offer an opportunity to connect with supporters in a more
comprehensive way: alongside Jones, pop stars with pods include
George Ezra, Dua Lipa and Tom Grennan. “I do think if people are
listening to it they get a better idea of who I am than probably ever
in my career, through any other thing,” says Jones.

Widdicombe, who also interviews celebrities on Parenting Hell,
believes the podcastisthe best place for honest conversation. “People
give much better interviews on podcasts than you would ever see on
TV. They’relonger-form soit can be much more meandering, there’s
no studio audience you’re worrying about and also, by dint of it not
feeling like it’s being filmed, I think people open up a lot more.”

Podcasting is altering pop culture in interlaced and often rather
ambivalent ways. It is making the arts more meritocratic and trans-
parent, by exposing creative processes. By the same token, it thrives
on candour - or at least the impression of it - meaning that, in every
discipline, intimacy is becoming a must-have rather than a USP. Pod-
casts have also helped create aburgeoning class of casually obsessive
consumers, searching for fresh crumbs of information thanks to an
overexposure to the same true-crime (-adjacent) stories or the same
hosts discussing their lives each week. That repetition also fuels
arisk-averse TV landscape - where commissioners can hear their
shows in full before they make them - and comedy world, where
invention is superseded by familiarity.

Where do we go from here? According to numerous reports, we
havereached “peak podcast”, but the narrative isiffy. The New York
Times sounded the alarm back in 2019, citing the huge quantity of
shows being launched each month - but listenership has practically
doubled since. This year, theidea that the overinflated podcast bub-
bleissettoburst gained traction again, with Vulture’s Nicholas Quah
warning that “2023 is going to hurt”.

Yet even if the format does dwindle (which is highly unlikely;
experts are forecasting continued audience growth), podcasts are
already ahead of the game. For those invested in theindustry’s future,
thisis not a format with potentially fluctuating popularity, but a state
of mind. Barnes considers them “more of an aesthetic” thana medium.
“It’s a freedom of speech thing, you can go deep and not be worried
about being edited.”

Next, she is focusing on podcasts as a visual format, rather than
an audio one (already, filmed versions of quite a few podcasts are
available to watch on YouTube). “Podcasts have got to be platform
agnostic, but the content’s got tobe true to the core of what has made
them so engaging, which is deeply personal and very authentic.” With
that increasingly elastic definition in mind, perhaps podcasts won’t
continue toinfluence pop culture - maybe they’ll simply become it ®
RACHEL AROESTI IS A JOURNALIST SPECIALISING IN POP CULTURE
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Europe’s lurch to the right rolls on.

Only unity on the left can stop it
Simon Tisdall
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Opinion

hy does the left keep
losing? It’s not a question
liberals and progressives
particularly want to
confront, but look around.
Reactionary parties of the
political right and far right
are once more on therise
and on the march across Europe, as shown again by last
month’s lopsided election results in Spain and Italy.

Each country is different, its circumstances unique. Yet
abroad pattern is discernible. The common denominator
is that parties of the European left, hard and soft, are too
fractured and fractious to build winning coalitions that
offer convincing alternative solutions to voters’ problems.
Like Spain and Italy, recent election outcomes in Greece,
Turkey and Finland suggest the dominant issues for
electorates are the cost of living, energy and inflation.
Other shared worries include security, migration, climate
and environment, and national identity.

In all these polls, rightwingers won outright or surged
ahead. And it’s not a new development. France’s far-right
leader, Marine Le Pen, gained a record 41.5% support
in last year’s presidential runoff. In Rome last autumn,
Giorgia Meloni’s “post-fascist” Brothers of Italy swept
to national power. In Germany, Olaf Scholz’s Social
Democrats cling on, trailing far behind the opposition.

It’s not as though rightwing conservatives, populists,
nationalists and assorted radicals and extremists have
all the answers. Anything but. Where they hold office, as
in the UK, Hungary and Poland, they are often clueless
and divided, too. But centrist and leftist parties are
struggling to convince voters they can do any better.

In Greece last month, Kyriakos Mitsotakis’s scandal-hit
centre-right New Democracy party appeared vulnerable.
Yet by stressing economic stability and vowing implacable
hostility to migrants, it won more than double the votes of
its leftist rival Aléxis Tsipras’s Syriza, whose efforts to woo
the centre ground flopped badly.

Hailing last month’s Italian regional and municipal
poll successes as proof her 2022 victory was no fluke,

a gloating Meloni proclaimed the death of the left.

“The centre-right ... confirms its consensus among the
Italians, its entrenchment, its strength,” she said. “There
is arightwing trend throughout the country,” admitted
Carlo Calenda of Ttaly’s liberal Action party.

How may this Europe-wide tendency be reversed?
Maybe resurrection for the left will be found in the
example of Pedro Sanchez, Spain’s prime minister and
Socialist Workers’ party (PSOE) leader. After crushing

It'snot asifrightwing
conservatives, populists
and assortedradicals
and extremists have
allthe answers

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023

poll setbacks in regions and cities last month, he called
a snap general election for July. Sanchez hopes to force
a showdown, offering voters a clear choice between a
prospective alliance of the conservative People’s party
and the far-right Vox party, and a moderate, progressive
PSOE-led coalition. It’s a gamble.

His ultimatum also challenges Spain’s divided left to get
its act together. Both the populist, anti-austerity party,
Podemos, and the new Sumar alliance are struggling

to be heard. Vox, the third largest party nationally

and distorting echo chamber for the Francisco Franco
fascist era, trebled its share of councillors last month.

Its success partly relies on a favoured hard-right tactic,
used across Europe: the weaponisation of ethnic, racial,
gender and regional difference. The first to congratulate
Vox were Meloni and Hungary’s autocrat, Viktor Orban.

In trying to rally the left, Sanchez seeks to expose
his opponents’ divisiveness and hate-mongering. An
alternative approach to neutralising the right is to absorb
it - as attempted last month by Kemal Kilicdaroglu, the
Turkish opposition’s presidential candidate. A veteran
of many battles to unseat Turkey’s authoritarian leader,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Kilicdaroglu is known for his
support for religious toleration, inclusive approach to a
Kurdish minority often demonised by the president, and
open-minded, secularist and reformist outlook.

Yet in a desperate attempt to defeat Erdogan in last
month’s second-round runoff, he cut a deal with an
ultranationalist party and vowed to deport all 3.6 million
Syrian refugees within a year. He also agreed not to
reinstate elected Kurdish mayors deposed and jailed by
Erdogan - a betrayal of his Kurdish voters. He still lost.

Erdogan’s victory is largely explained by reliance on
another rightwing electoral staple - the fear factor. Fear of
foreigners, of the enemy within, of the other, of difference,
apostasy, chaos, terror - it’s an ugly tool exploited by far-
right demagogues everywhere in lieu of honest argument.

In Finland’s April election, scare tactics worked well for
the radical nationalist-populist, anti-migrant Finns party.
With 20% of the vote, it came second to the rightwing
National Coalition party and is again on the brink of
power. The highest-profile loser was the prime minister,
Sanna Marin, darling of Europe’s social democratic left.
But Finland loses, too. Its next government may be the
most regressively conservative since 1945. As was the

case in next-door Sweden after last
# Simon Tisdall year’s election, the far right makes the
is an Observer political weather these days.
columnist Orban’s law-breaking, minority-
bashing, Russia-loving Hungarian
regime is due to assume the rotating EU presidency
next year. It dramatises the wider peril of the right’s
pan-European resurgence. Standoffs, disruption and a
divisive boycott of daily EU business loom.

The radical right’s resilience should ring alarm
bells in Britain, too. By shifting rightwards in hopes of
winning power, Starmer’s Labour risks empowering its
opponents. Better to draw a line like Sanchez, then set
one’s own agenda and trust voters to decide. Unity, plus
well-defined, principled policy programmes, is the way
the left stops losing - and learns to win again @ Observer



47

CULTURE

DISNEY ENTERPRISES

Fairytales reflect the
morals of the age. It's

no sin to rewrite them
Martha Gill

hould we update classic stories with
modern morals? Two film-based
kerfuffles have reopened the question.
Reports that the next James Bond “won’t
be white” have provoked a backlash,

as did the launch of Disney’s The Little
Mermaid, which features a black Ariel.

Negative “review bombing” of the
film, which has been the target of criticism since its
lead actor, Halle Bailey, was announced, caused the
Internet Movie Database to make a rare intervention and
change its ratings system. There is abhorrent racism on
show here, but alongside it is a broader argument that
21st-century mores - diversity, sexual equality and so on
- should not be shoehorned into old stories.

General outrage greeted “woke” updates to Roald
Dahl books this year, and still periodically erupts over
Disney remakes, most recently a forthcoming film with
a Latina actor as Snow White, and a new Peter Pan &
Wendy with “lost girls”. But updating classics is a part of
literary culture. While the larger portion of the literary
canon is carefully preserved, a slice of it has always been
more flexible, to be reshaped as times change.

Fairytales have been updated for many hundreds of
years. Cult figures such as Dracula, Frankenstein and
Sherlock Holmes fit there too, as do superheroes. And
so does Bond: the dramatic tension between James - a
young cosmopolitan “dinosaur” - and the passing of
time has always been part of the fun.

This tradition is a historical record of sorts. Look at the

fairy story through the ages and you get a twisty tale of
dubious progress, a moral journey through the woods.
You could say fairytales have always been politically
correct - tweaked to reflect whatever morals a given
cohort of parents most wanted to teach their children.

The earliest known versions were published in Venice
in 1550, the cautionary tales of peasants in all their
rapey gore - and then in the 1700s adapted by French
aristocracy, with posh characters and upper-class mores.
(An earlier version of Cinderella, in which she murders
her stepmother, manipulates her father and requests
magical help to meet the prince, was updated in the
1700s to make her more virtuously passive.)

By the 18th century, fairytales had gone out of fashion
again; they were too pagan and otherworldly. Then
came the Grimm brothers with their own moral agenda:
patriotism. They sought to shore up German national
identity by laying claim to “foundational” folk tales,
adding dashes of local culture. They kept the violence,
for authenticity, but cut out the sex.

Hans Christian Andersen reworked them with a streak
of puritanism, forcing them in line with Christian values
(obedience to your parents was a running theme). Then
came Disney to take out the last remaining nasty bits
and insert the morals of the day. Witness a (woke?) leap
between 1950’s Cinderella and 1991’s Beauty and the

Beast: the former embraces marriage

* Martha Gill as female destiny; the latter puts up
is an Observer aweak fight, at least in the first few
columnist scenes. In the 1970s, second-wave

feminism stamped itself on the
fairytale, with burlesque rewrites, Angela Carter at the
helm. And then in the 00s came racial diversity: 2009
saw Disney’s first black princess.

Those who demand fairytales stay “exactly as they
were” are searching for a point in history that never
existed. These folk stories have always been on the
move, flitting from one incarnation to another.

In older Bond films, women tended to be ditzes - it
was only in the 1990s that capable Bond girls appeared.
Female secretaries have become full-blown agents, and
non-white characters have climbed the hierarchy.

The idea that we are pasting over history is
wrongheaded too. It is not as if old films or books have
been burned, wiped from the internet or removed from
libraries. With today’s propensity for writing things
down, common since the 1500s, there is no reason to fear
losing the “original” stories.

As for the suggestion that minority groups should
make their own stories instead - this is a sly form of
exclusion. Ancient universities and gentlemen’s clubs
once made similar arguments; why couldn’t exiled
individuals simply set up their own versions?

But here’s a thought to console those torn between
tradition and progress: “quintessential” European folk
tales already have roots outside the continent. After
all, stories told by wildly different cultures often have
striking similarities. Last month, the “very English”
Beatrix Potter was accused of owing much to African folk
tales - if true, this could do with some greater publicity.
Ethnic diversity is not so modern after all @ Observer
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I love electric cars and

= R A

was an early adopter.

But I'm feeling duped

Rowan Atkinson

lectric motoring is a subject about
which Ishould, in theory, know
something. My first university degree
was in electrical and electronic
engineering, with a subsequent
master’s in control systems. Combine
this, perhaps surprising, academic
pathway with a lifelong passion for
the motorcar, and you can see why I was drawn into
an early adoption of electric vehicles. I bought my first
hybrid 18 years ago and my first pure electric car nine
years ago and (notwithstanding the UK’s poor electric
charging infrastructure) have enjoyed my time with
both. Electric vehicles may be a bit soulless, but they’re

wonderful mechanisms: fast, quiet and, until recently,
cheap to run. But increasingly, I feel duped. When you
drill into the facts, electric motoring doesn’t seem to be
quite the environmental panacea to which it lays claim.
As you may know, the UK government has proposed
aban on the sale of new petrol and diesel cars from 2030.
The problem with the initiative is that it seems to be
based on conclusions drawn from only one part of a car’s
operating life: what comes out of the exhaust pipe.
Electric cars, of course, have zero exhaust emissions,
which is a welcome development, particularly in respect
of air quality. But the bigger picture, which includes the
car’s manufacture, is different. In advance of the Cop26
climate conference in Glasgow in 2021, Volvo released
figures claiming that greenhouse gas emissions during
production of an electric car are 70% higher than when
manufacturing a petrol one. How so? The problem lies
with the lithium-ion batteries: they’re heavy, many rare
earth metals and huge amounts of energy are required to
make them, and they only last about 10 years. It seems
a perverse choice of hardware with which to lead the
automobile’s fight against the climate crisis.
Unsurprisingly, a lot of effort is going into finding
something better. New, so-called solid-state batteries
are being developed that should charge more quickly
and could be about a third of the weight of the current
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ones - but they are years away from being on sale.
Hydrogen is emerging as an interesting alternative fuel,
even though we are slow in developing a truly “green”
way of manufacturing it. Such a system weighs half of an
equivalent lithium-ion battery and you can refuel with
hydrogen as fast as you can with petrol.

If the lithium-ion battery is an imperfect device for
cars, it’s a complete non-starter for trucks because of
its weight. JCB, which makes those yellow diggers, has
made huge strides with hydrogen engines and hopes to
begin production within a couple of years. If hydrogen
wins the race to power trucks and filling stations stock it,
it could become a popular choice for cars.

But let’s zoom out further and consider the whole life
cycle of an automobile. The biggest problem we need to
address in society’s relationship with the car is the “fast
fashion” sales culture that has been the commercial
template of the industry for decades. On average,

we only keep our new cars for three years, driven
mainly by the ubiquitous three-year leasing model.
This seems an outrageously profligate use of natural
resources when you consider what great condition a
three-year-old car is in. If the first owners kept their
cars for five years, the CO2 emissions associated with
production would be vastly reduced. We would have
the same mobility in slightly older cars.

We need also to acknowledge what a great asset we
havein the cars that already exist (there are nearly
1.5bn worldwide). In terms of manufacture, these cars

have paid their environmental dues
*# Rowan and, although it is sensible to reduce
Atkinson is an our reliance on them, it would seem
actor, comedian right tolook carefully at ways of
and writer retaining them while lowering their

polluting effect. Fairly obviously,
we could use them less. As an environmentalist once
said to me, if you really need a car, buy an old one and
use it as little as possible. A sensible thing to do would
be to speed the development of synthetic fuel. The
environmental problem with a petrol engine is the
petrol, not the engine. Formula One is going to use
synthetic fuel from 2026. With more development, it
should be usable in all petrol-engine cars.

Increasingly, I'm feeling that our honeymoon with
electric cars is coming to an end, and that’s no bad
thing: we’re realising that a wider range of options
need to be explored if we’re going to properly address
the very serious environmental problems that our
use of the motor car has created. We should keep
developing hydrogen, as well as synthetic fuels, to save
the scrapping of older cars that still have so much to
give, while simultaneously promoting a quite different
business model for the car industry, in which we keep
our vehicles for longer.

Friends with an environmental conscience often ask
me, as a car person, whether they should buy an electric
car. I tend to say that if their car is an old diesel and they
do alot of city centre motoring, they should consider
a change. But otherwise, hold fire for now. Electric
propulsion will be of real, global environmental benefit
one day, but that day has yet to dawn @
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Covid is no longer a global

health emergency. But its

impact will be felt for years

nce we could talk of

nothing else. Now

we barely speak of

it at all. Aleading
Chinese epidemiologist has
warned that there could be
up to 65m cases of Covid-19 a
week in his country by the end
of June. Yet there appears to
be little concern within China,
and there is certainly little
attention outside it. When the
World Health Organization
(WHO) declared last month
that the Covid pandemic
was no longer a global health
emergency, the announcement
was greeted with what seemed
to be utter indifference.

A disease that claimed
millions of lives, ravaged
economies and upended
societies has become an
afterthought - though as
the WHO’s director-general,
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
pointed out, it is still killing
someone every three minutes.

But the silence is also,
perhaps, a reflection of the
pandemic’s enduring impact. It
dominated our lives for so long
that for many the instinctive
reaction is to try to put it from
their minds. The cost of living
crisis, the war in Ukraine
and the growing impact of
the climate emergency have
brought new worries.

To others, this silence
can seem uncanny, even
incomprehensible. On one
estimate, 65 million people
worldwide have experienced
long Covid, though most have
recovered. For those who
are clinically vulnerable, the
abandonment of precautions
and lack of discussion of risks
may make them feel less safe.

Health systems are
struggling to recover. Tens
of millions of children have

missed routine vaccinations.
And economic consequences
have played out around the
world - bearing out a 2020
IMF analysis that found social
unrest often arrives around a
year after pandemics, because
of lower economic growth and
increased inequality.

A World Bank report
released earlier this year
warned of the decades-long
consequences of reduced
human capital. In Bangladesh,
toddlers tested on their
cognitive and social-emotional
development in 2022 lagged
far behind those tested pre-
pandemic - a decline that the
report suggests could translate
into a 25% reduction in
earnings as adults. The impacts
were worse for children from
poorer backgrounds. A global
literacy survey has shown
widespread significant declines
in reading levels.

Amid the immense costs,
there are perhaps some small
gains. While mothers took
on a disproportionate share
of household labour in the
pandemic, there are some signs
that it may have encouraged
along-term shift towards
greater paternal involvement
in caregiving in the UK. Remote
working has been a true boon
to some employees.

Talking about what went
right and wrong matters not
only in trying to fix some of
the ongoing damage from
this pandemic, but also in
preparing for the next one. It
might allow us to better protect
health workers or safeguard
vulnerable children, minimise
disruption to schooling or find
better ways to ensure elderly
people don’t lose social ties.
Covid is still costing us. We
should heed its lessons ®
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Sadly not enough to
reverse the damage done

Trying to pretend you
played no part in it
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52 Culture
Visual arts

By Vanessa veryone has a favourite. For some it

Thorpe might be John Singer Sargent’s lumi-
nous 1885-6 image of two young girls
hanging paper lanterns in a summer
evening garden. Well, don’t worry -
despite all the fuss about Tate Britain’s
radical reorganisation, that pretty paint-
ing is still on the wall of the popular

London art gallery.

Detractors of the bignew rehang, such as the Guardian art
criticJonathan Jones, are accusing the gallery of instructing
art lovers what to think. Others, in contrast, are praising
curators for shaking up conventional views of British art
and what it can show us.

One thing is certain, though: a collection built on the
wealth of a colonial sugar merchant, and with alow propor-
tion of female artists on show, had to find a fresh story to
tell. Sowhile Singer Sargent’s well-to-do girlsin their white
summer dresses are still there, another striking lantern
picture hasjoined the parade. Marianne Stokes’s 1899 work,
AFisher Girl’s Light (A Pilgrim of Volendam Returning from
Kevelaer), depicts aworkaday scenein a poor girl’slife from
a female artist’s perspective. What is more, the gallery is
now boasting that, overall, half the contemporary works
on show are by women.

The Tate rehang is one of a wave of important changes
going on inside European and American art galleries and
museums, as the heritage world shifts to reflect a wider
range of contributors and address the glaring prejudices of
the past. At the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York,
focushas moved from the Spanish master Diego Velazquez
to the work of his enslaved Afro-Hispanic assistant, Juan
de Pareja, an artist until now known largely only for the
portrait painted of him.

What's up and what's down

“The Met’s purchase of Velazquez’s paintingin 1971 made
headlines, but scholarsand the press said practically noth-
ing about the man depicted,” said David Pullins, an asso-
ciate curator in the museum’s department of European
paintings, when the show opened last month.

And at the Hunterian, the London surgical museum,
arecentrethink hasaltered its displays of anatomical oddi-
ties. The notorious Irish Giant, the huge skeleton of Charles
Byrne, hasbeenremoved after 200 years and can now only
be glimpsed in the background of a portrait of John Hunter,
the man who bestowed the collection.

The museum also plans to run a string of “Hunterian
Provocations” designed “to exploreissues around the dis-
play of human remains and the acquisition of specimens
during British colonial expansion”.

Major museumrehangs, together with swingsin empha-
sis, have always been staged periodically of course, some-
times controversially. But decisions being taken now are
inevitably seen in the light of the “culture wars”: battles
being waged though no one claims to want to fight them.

The Financial Times welcomed the rehang of the Tate’s
free-to-view collection, but noted that the result “defiantly
claims art as primarily social and political history”. And
among gallery visitors, the debate also seems to centre on
how blunt the social arguments should be.

For Joy Francis, the executive director of Words of Colour
and a co-curator at the Museum of Colour, adirect approach
is a good thing. “Any attempt to redress inequity in arts
and culture will get my attention,” she said. “I’m glad Tate
Britain has taken the steps to reflect artists of colour in its
rehang and hope they will continue to step into the future
embracing thereality of intersectionality. Butit’salso about
what happens beyond the exhibition space in terms of
[the] Tate’s culture, approach to curation, commissioning

A Tate Britain, London A National Gallery, London

Hogarth's satires, including O the Roast Two years ago, a refurbishment made
Beef of Old England, are still on show room for the prominent display of a newly
but with added social context provided acquired work by Artemisia Gentileschi,
by a modern depiction of Georgian Esther Before Ahasuerus (left), next to
‘molly houses'. a work by her father, Orazio.
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and acquisition, which T hope will undergo its own radical
revisioning and internal interrogation, so we hear different,
bolder and less apologetic conversations about whoisand
isn’t being represented in the art world.”

Perhaps the most arresting changes at the Tate are the
mini-interventions. Works by living artists have been dotted
among the paintings from the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries,
to highlight particularideas and connections. A sculpture
by Mona Hatoum underlines the contribution of migrant
and refugee artists in Tudor Britain, while a drawing by
Pablo Bronstein deliberately “resurfaces” the existence
of queer communities in Georgian London.

For Jones, writinglast month, the Tate’s “worthy” efforts
flow from the right set of principles but are “predictable
and dull”. “To try to pretend it still matters, Tate Britain
ostentatiously ‘rehangs’ its collection every few years,”
he wrote. “Not a single such rehang has ever made a con-
vincing, coherent case for British art - and the latest is no
exception. Maybe it doesn’t want to promote British art,
for it seems to disapprove of much of it.”

The use of Bronstein’s modern treatment of molly
houses to set a new context for Georgian work is a clear
abuse for Jones. “What, for instance, has Tate Britain got
against William Hogarth’s pungent 18th-century satires
that it has to ‘correct’ them with a contemporary piece
by Pablo Bronstein celebrating Georgian London’s molly
houses?” he asked.

It was, however, Hogarth’s 1748 painting O the Roast
Beef of Old England that still held the attention of the
renowned historian and presenter Simon Schama at
a preview. Reserving judgment on the whole rehang,
he pointed out that the resonant nationalist politics on
display in the famous image of the gate of Calais, with
its traditional side of beef apparently at the mercy of

A Manchester Art Gallery

Curators took down Hylas and the Nymphs
by Waterhouse for a time - the result of an
intervention by the artist Sonia Boyce so
the public could comment on its portrayal
of topless female forms.
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hungry Frenchmen and sympathisers, while Hogarth has
placed himself as an onlooker.

Politicsisalwaysin the texture of art, whether overtly or
in the choice of subject and style. But Jones is concerned
that artists with something blatantly political to say are
being preferred to those with more oblique attitudes. He
argues that the newlyincluded work of the British women’s
rights campaigner Annie Swynnerton, while laudable, is
not groundbreaking art.

Anyrehang questions the purpose of a gallery: isit most
important to offer challenging perspectives, to accurately
represent the world or to showcase freewheeling talent?
Such rival priorities are contested as much within the art
world as by gallery-goers and probably always will be.

What we do getin the Taterehangis a clear chronology.
Not just in the progression of British art, but in an explicit
timeline high on the wall of one gallery. The Grenadian
uprising against British ruleis marked up, nine years before
the Battle of Trafalgar and 11 before the 1807 British ban on
the trading of enslaved people.

Tim Marlow, chief executive of the Design Museum, isa
fan of the Tate’s latest exhibitions and regards it as natural
that the same criteria apply to the permanent collection.

“The passion and shrillness of some of the responses just
shows that people dostill care,” he said. “Butlooking at the
past through the eyes of the present is a perfectly reason-
able thing to do. Some inclusions may jar, but anything
that makes youlook again seems anintelligent thing to do.

“The suggestion that it’s hectoring or that the labels are
intrusive? Well, not at all. It’sa broadly chronological look
and there’sa fluidity in the framework anyway that means
that later sections can be added to or taken away from in
the future.” Observer
VANESSA THORPE IS THE OBSERVER’S ARTS CORRESPONDENT

A Hunterian Museum, London

The Hunterian no longer displays
Charles Byrne's skeleton due to
concerns about his posthumous rights,
though it is visible in Joshua Reynolds'
portrait of John Hunter.
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A Metropolitan Museum of Art, NYC
Portraits by the Spanish master
Diego Velazquez have been exhibited
alongside the work of his enslaved
African-Hispanic assistant Juan de
Pareja (Veldzquez's portrayal above).
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Cannes 2023
High marks
in a year to
be savoured

Fewwould deny Anatomy
ofaFallthetopprize-yet
fromJonathan Glazerto
Aki Kaurismakito Wim
Wenders, thiswas an
outstanding festival

By Peter Bradshaw

A Screen success
Director Justine
Triet receives the
Palme d'Or from
Jane Fonda

ERIC GAILLARD/REUTERS

» On the case

A scene from
Anatomy of a Fall,
an ‘intelligent’
courtroom drama
LES FILMS PELLEAS
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This Cannes has turned out to
be mostly about love - about
how love is thwarted, denied,
misinterpreted, but also

nurtured and how it survives.

Justine Triet’s courtroom drama Anatomy
of a Fall was not my choice for the Palme
d’Or but what an excellent film it is: deeply
intelligent and very grownup, and given an
arrowhead of emotional force by its German
star: Sandra Hiiller, playing a writerin a
dysfunctional relationship.

It absorbed and gripped me. Hiiller’s
character is a woman whose unsatisfactory
husband lies dead on the snowy path just
outside their Alpine chalet having apparently
fallen from the top window and hit his head
on the way down. Was he pushed? Did he get
his head wound before he fell? The movie
wants to anatomise that fall in a court of law,
but also anatomise the emotional descent of a
failing marriage, subject to the awful gravity
of disillusion. Hiiller’s writer is starved of love:
orisit rather that she cannot express what she
feels in the ménage in which she finds herself.
A bracingly excellent choice for the Palme.

The Grand Prix went to a movie that had
nothing to do with love: Jonathan Glazer’s The
Zone of Interest, tipped by many for the Palme;
its success carries for British audiences an extra
poignancy: it was adapted from the novel by
Martin Amis, who died last month. Itis a film
whoseicy clarity and diamond-hard brilliance
hit Cannes festivalgoers between the eyes.

This was an overwhelmingly fierce film about
the evil of the Holocaust, choosing to centre
on the Bunuelian surreal nightmare of the
Auschwitz camp commandant and his wife and
family living a gemiitlich happy life in his private
quarters while just over the wall the horrific
extermination is being carried out. I admit I was
alittle uneasy at the sleekness and pure style of
the film being deployed in this cause. Butit’sa
remarkable piece of film-making.

I admit to being a little unconvinced by
the director’s prize going to a film in the
“foodie vein”. The Pot-au-Feu was directed
by the estimable Tran Anh Hung: the story
of a passionate gourmand, played by Benoit
Magimel, and his equally devoted love for his
cook, played with sweet delicacy by Juliette
Binoche. He got the best possible performances
from these two formidable French leads - but
you need a very sweet tooth for this grande
bouffe of classy gastronomic taste.

Aki Kaurismaki’s Jury prize for his gentle,
sweetly eccentric romantic comedy Fallen
Leavesiis gratifying. This is a thoroughgoing
pleasure, if perhaps a slight one, and proof
that Cannes juries are not wholly preoccupied
with serious pictures. Not that this Finnish-
set film is without seriousness: it reminded
its audience that Finland shares a border with
Russia and this country is in the frontline for
any escalation of Vladimir Putin’s war.

Koji Yakusho won the best actor prize for
Wim Wenders’s Perfect Days and clearly won
the jury’s hearts with his gentle, complex
performance as the toilet cleaner who has a
seraphically Zen acceptance of his modest life.

Nuri Bilge Ceylan’s garrulous, densely
considered drama About Dry Grasses was
another of his absorbing and Chekhovian
works; it was given a particular fierceness
by Merve Dizdar, who wins best actress
as a disabled woman Nuray, whom the
conceited male lead - a teacher in trouble for
an inappropriate relationship with a pupil -
has got his eye on.

It’s a treat to see the screenwriting prize go to
Yuji Sakamoto for his work on Hirokazu Kore-
eda’s humane, demanding movie Monster,
about the relationship between two boys and
how it is misunderstood by the adult world.

This turned out to be an outstanding
Cannes competition, and every single film
on this list is to be savoured.

A vintage year.

PETER BRADSHAW IS THE
GUARDIAN’S FILM CRITIC
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Theatregoers
behaving badly

THEATRE

Whatsitliketo starin
ashowwhen audiencesare
chatting, singing, watching
football and opening lagers?
Actorsvent their anger at
the ‘Netflix mindset’

By Tom Ambrose

V The future?
Heathers, which
now encourages
singing along

at specific
performances
TRISTRAM KENTON

unch-ups in the stalls. Drunken audi-

ence members singing and shouting

over songs. Theatregoers filming per-

formances - or just watching something
on their phones instead. These are just some of
the examples of bad behaviour recently reported
in theatres. What on earth is it like for actors to
contend with such unruliness?

“Iwasin Dreamgirls and there would be fights
in the audience,” recalls the West End actor
Marisha Wallace. “It was wild. It happened so
oftentheyhad to get more security ... It’s distract-
ing when you’re trying to sing, act and dance.”

For Wallace, the Dreamgirls experience is a
contrast to how audiences areresponding to her
current show, Guysand Dolls, at London’s Bridge
theatre. It’san immersive promenade production
where some of the theatregoers crowd around
a series of moving stages. “It’s interesting that
the subject of audience behaviour has come up
when I’m in a show where I am literally in the
audience,” she says. “We have amazing stage
managers and hosts who are dressed as New York
City cops and they police the crowd. The audi-
ence feellike they’re a part of the show when they
are that closetoyou.” The effect, sheadds, isthat
“they feellike they need tobehave because they
want the show to go on”.

Alice Fearn has starred in the musicals Wicked
and Come from Away and believes the “base
level of acceptance” has fallen since theatres
reopened after Covid. “What annoys me, as petty
as it sounds, is someone’s face being lit up by
their phone,” she says. “In a dark auditorium, it
islike abeacon. People have watched football [on
their phones]in Row A ... You also have people
opening cans of lager.”

Fearn is one of many in the industry who
think audience behaviour has worsened since
the pandemiclockdowns and is aresult of people
bringing a “Netflix mindset” - thinking they can
talk, check phones and behave as they would in
the comfort of theirliving rooms - into theatres.
While attending a performance of Pretty Woman
in the West End, Fearn says she saw audience
members joining in with well-known lines from
the original movie.

Charles Brunton, who originated the role of
Emelius Browne in the recent Bedknobs and
Broomsticks tour, remembers performing a key
momentinthe musical: “I'm doing this emotional
ballad, which is quiet at the start, and someone
gets their phone out. They’re on WhatsApp and
they start leaving a voice note saying: ‘I’'m just
watching Bedknobs and Broomsticks, yeah 'm
really enjoyingit, Ithinkit finishesin 10 minutes.
I can hear the entire conversation.”

As well as watching people handing out sand-
wiches during poignant moments of the show (“I
heard someone shouting: ‘Do you want tuna and
mayo or cheese and ham?’”’), Brunton has been
heckled. “There was one venue where audience
disruption occurred at practically every showand 1
justfeltlike Iwanted the week tobe over,” he says.

The actor Joaquin Pedro Valdes believes
the root cause of audience disruption .|
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is drunkenness. “People are really empowered
to sing along when they’re very drunk. There’s
a level of intentional, almost malicious disrup-
tion that’s going on,” he says. Some productions
known for attracting younger audiences, such
as the musicals & Juliet (a jukebox show using
producer Max Martin’s pop hits) and Heathers
(based onthe cult1980s film), have held dedicated
singalong performances during which fans were
encouraged tojoinin. Erin Caldwell, who played
Veronica Sawyer in Heathers, says the singalong
left the cast “really overwhelmed”. “There’s a
picture of me after the bows, head in hands, just
crying because it was so emotional ... [ wouldn’t
be surprised if more shows do it in future.

“There’s lots of things with theatre etiquette
that have to change. A big one for me is filming
shows ... and it’s a really difficult challenge for
front of house staff to manage.” Caldwell is now
playing Jane Seymour in the touring production
of Six. While it has the same etiquette rules as
other musicals, it does allow fans to stand up
and filmits encore number, the Megasix. It gives
them an opportunity, Caldwell says, to capture
a “special memory” and also makes audiences
less likely to take photos or videos during the
rest of the show.

Perhaps the perceived decline in theatre
audience behaviour reflects societal standards
in general. That is the view of the veteran actor
Janet Suzman. “Whatis being referred tois what
people experiencein arailway carriage,” she says,
giving the example of a passenger talking very
loudly into their phone. “They don’t seem to
care that other people are dis-
turbed. They don’t careabout
other people’s enjoyment.”

Suzman suggests that “it’s
always peer pressure that
makes people behave bet-
ter, isn’t it? If the audience got crosser with the
disturbing element, that might make a differ-
ence.” This stalwart of the stage has sometimes
done so while watching a play herself. “I have
occasionally hissed a sort of old-lady ‘shush’ at
somebody, which always works quite well. It’s
pretty rare but the more vicious the ‘shush’, the
quieter they will be.”

V Noises off
Joaquin Pedro
Valdes in Killing
the Cat

TOM AMBROSE IS A UK-BASED REPORTER

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023

FILM

Spider-Man:

Across the Spider-Verse
Dirs: Joaquim Dos Santos, Kemp
Powers and Justin K Thompson
1. 8.8.8. 8

Is it possible to equal a film as
inventive, bold and effortlessly cool
as Spider-Man: Into the Spider-
Verse? Yes. Spider-Man: Across the
Spider-Verse is sublime. There’s
not a frame of animation that isn’t
dazzling. It takes the basic themes of
the first film - adolescent isolation,
communication breakdown - and
builds whole worlds with them. It’s
a dizzying onslaught of ideas and
graphic references.

Phil Lord and Christopher Miller
return as writers and producers,
with a new directing team that
includes Kemp Powers (Pixar’s
Soul). Once again, the story focuses
on fellow Spider-people Miles
Morales (Shameik Moore) and
Gwen Stacy (Hailee Steinfeld). New
characters include Hobie (Daniel
Kaluuya), a spider-punk anarchist
whose design nods to Jamie Reid’s
Sex Pistols aesthetic and Jamie
Hewlett’s Gorillaz.

It’s densely plotted, but the soul
of the film lies in the tiny human
details: like the way Miles, about to
gain access to an inner Spider-circle,
bounces on his toes - still, at heart,
an excited kid. Observer Wendy Ide

MUSIC

Jarak Qaribak

Dudu Tassa & Jonny Greenwood,
World Circuit

2. 0.0.0. 0X¢

On their debut album, Israeli
bandleader Dudu Tassa and
Radiohead guitarist Jonny
Greenwood fashion their own
imagining of a modern Middle
Eastern songbook, enlisting

guest vocalists to produce new
arrangements of tracks from Jordan,
Algeria, Egypt and Morocco.

Tassa’s group, Dudu Tassa and
the Kuwaitis, have been performing
versions of Iraqi standards since
2011, while Greenwood’s 2015 album
with the Rajasthan Express, Junun,
paired sufi vocals with north Indian
brass instrumentation and drum
machines. On Jarak Qaribak (Your
Neighbour Is Your Friend), the duo
create an enduring and engaging
take on the love songs of the region.

The album introduces new
instrumentation across its
sequencing. Opener Djit Nishrab
features the melismatic vocals of
Egyptian singer Ahmed Doma,
sticking to the song’s melodic
arrangement with the addition
of Greenwood’s trilling, fractal
strings creating an underlying
tension. Drum machines then
enter the frame amid the chopped,
dancefloor-adjacent samples of
defiant love song Taq ou-Dub.

As the instrumentation fills
out, the record gains momentum,
featuring singer Safae Essafi soaring
over a synth-funk backing on Ahibak
and transforming the yearning
ballad into a hopeful romance. On
Jordanian folk song Ya ’Anid Ya Yaba,
Greenwood channels Radiohead’s
frenetic King of Limbs-era percussion
as Tassa marshals synths and oud.

Rather than jar, these additions
largely uplift the essence of their
originals. Ammar Kalia

Podcast of the week The Louis Theroux Podcast

Louis Theroux's lockdown venture into podcasting was a big hit
for the BBC. His new Spotify show is still a charming attempt to get
to the essence of celebrity guests. For his first episode, he talks to
Shania Twain about divorce and medical mishaps, and Theroux
reveals he's a big fan of Man! I Feel Like a Woman! Alexi Duggins
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Home turf

A brilliantly funny,
deeply sad portrait
ofanlIrish family
infinancial and
existential crisis from
the Skippy Dies author

By Justine Jordan

A Savageirony
Paul Murray
returns to
well-off Dublin
for his third novel

| PATRICK BOLGER

aul Murray’s second book, Skippy
Dies, was one of the standout novels
of the previous decade: a riotously
entertaining tragicomedy, setina posh
Dublinboys’ school, in which bone-deep sorrow
and pathos cut through the teenage hilarity and
fart jokes. The Mark and the Void, 2015’s tricksy
satire of both the banking crash and the diffi-
cult novel-writing business, strayed into meta-
textual noodling but, with The Bee Sting, Murray
istriumphantly back on home turf- troubled ado-
lescents, regretful adults, secrets signposted and
exquisitely revealed, each line soaked in irony
ranging from the gentle to the savage.

Atmore than 600 pages, itis the story of a well-
to-do Irish family in financial, emotional and
existential trouble: Dickie Barnes, who has taken
over hisfather’s car showroom; his wife, Imelda,
a local beauty; daughter Cassie, preparing for
university; and 12-year-old son PJ. The after-
effects of the financial crash have crippled the
motorbusiness and, now the money has run out,
Dickie hides away while Imelda sells off their
possessions. Cassie fears for her future; PJ fears
divorce. We see the same few months through the
eyes of eachin turn, during floods and drought,
asslow-building ecological disaster parallels the
family’s unfolding apocalypse.

love and material security can crumble, why
not the whole world?

What Murray conveys so sharply are the
spaces between his characters, such as Cassie
and her hapless boyfriend, Rowan. He effort-
lessly uncovers the tenderness behind Rowan’s
bravado: something he can’t show and she can’t
see. Elaine’s casually malicious manipulation of
Cassie, as she yearns forand fumes at her, mounts
over the course of the book to fever pitch.

But we get beyond the realm of teenage angst,
and the novel deepens and widens. Imelda’s
sectionisstructuredin the stream-of-conscious-
ness phrasing made famous by Molly Bloom. The
flashbacks to her childhood, raised in poverty
with a violent father, are devastating. Imelda is
Daddy’s princess - and that’s a dangerous thing to
be, especially when rival hard men invade their
run-down cottage, bent on revenge. For Imelda,
unlike Dickie’s family living in comfort, “life just
came at you like a gang of lads getting out of a
van”. Her elevationinto the middle classes feels
like a fairytale. Like Molly Bloom, her memories
are soaked inromance and melodrama, building
to cinematic climaxes; Murrayrelishes the cliches
and conventions of storytelling, both having his
cake and laughing at it.

Imelda has divulged many wrong turns that
led to the current crisis; now it’s time to go
inside the mind of Dickie, the quiet, unhappy
family man hiding from his responsibilities in
the woods. His section could stand as a whole
different novel. The pacing of the book means
that welive through hundreds of pages on tenter-
hooks, and the suspense and revelations keep
coming until the end. This is a sprawling novel,
but expertly foreshadowed and so intricately
put together that many moments only take on
resonance on a second reading.

Murray is exploring the way families can
always sense the emotional temperature, even
ifthey don’t know where the fire is coming from.
Heisbrilliant on fathers and sons, sibling rivalry,
grief, self-sabotage and self-denial, as well as the
weakness humans have for magical thinking. He
can also create a laugh-out-loud moment.

Like Skippy Dies, The Bee Sting draws on Irish
folklore about a traveller takenin by fairy folk to
their great hall of riches under the hill, only to
wake years later in a cold, unfamiliar world. He
uses it as a figure for the unsustainable mania

The first section belongs to teenage

of the Celtic tiger, for the piercing

Cassie, embroiledin atoxic friendship
with golden girl Elaine. We’rein similar
territory to Skippy Dies, as Cassie and
Elaine discover guys and booze; even
moresoinsectiontwo, as Pfmopesin
the woods to escape the atmosphere

nostalgia surrounding lost youth
and shared fairytales that allowed
this family to function. Towards the
book’s end, Imelda thinks back to the
horrors of her childhood, the past she
cannever escape, all that hasbrought

at home and tries to avoid a beating BOOK OF her to this present moment. “You
from a bully. He is skewered by ado- THE WEEK would give anything to go back toit.”
lescence, caught between sweets and The Bee Youwon’tread asadder, truer, funnier
porn, fantastic facts about nature and Sting novel this year.

dark fears for its future. If Something By Paul Murray JUSTINE JORDAN IS THE GUARDIAN’S
that seemed as certain as parental DEPUTY LITERARY EDITOR

9June2023 The Guardian Weekly
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Loud and clear
Thevoiceof avery
English socialist,
George Orwell, comes
alive in a biography
that drawsoutthe
writer’s contradictions

By Blake Morrison

V¥ Writer at work
George Orwell
in the 1940s

ULLSTEIN BILD/GETTY

FICTION

Divide and rule

A masterpiece of
Korean history, this
epic political novel
tracesthe country from
Japanese occupation
through partition

| By Maya Jaggi

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023

hough he worked for the BBC for two

and a halfyearsand often spoke on air,

no recording of George Orwell’s voice

has been found. Many friends and

memoirists have described it, and his strug-

gles to make himself audible (all the more so

after a sniper’s bullet went through his throat

in Spain), but their accounts vary: was his voice

high-pitched or husky, Old Etonian or a cockney

drawl? DJ Taylor settles for calling it deadpan,
but its elusiveness seems apt.

Orwell was one of the great voices of the

passion underneath. Taylor first read Orwell at
the age of 13 and has kept up with everything
written about him since.

The key to Taylor’s reading of Orwell is what
happened to him in Spain. Though married to
Eileen only six months before, he was deter-
mined to fight for the Republican cause and, on
hisreturn, became far more politically engaged.
But he’d seen bullying and infighting too. For the
rest of hislifeand in his two great novels, this was
the war he fought, on behalf of a wholesome,
English, sweetly C of E brand of socialism, as

20th century. But the voice of the
early novels isn’t the voice of Animal
Farm or Nineteen Eighty-Four. And
the voice of the reporter, down and
out among Kentish hop-pickers isn’t
the voice of Tribune’s “As I Please”
columnist. As Taylor says, Orwell

= FI
.,-I

opposed to Stalinist totalitarianism.
Equally crucial was that sniper’s
bullet, which along with damp Catalan
trench warfare damaged his already
frail health. Born with defective bron-
chial tubes, he’d had bouts of pneu-
monia; after Spain he looked gaunt,

F
k

IO

remains an indispensable reference Orwell: haggard, primed for death. He hung
point today, whether the topicis CCTV, The New Life on for 12 more years, but ill health
ID cards, cancel culture or Ukraine. By DJ Taylor is Taylor’s refrain throughout. If he

Butinachanging moral climate, he

resists making Orwell a caricature of a

has ceased to be Saintly George and become a
murkier figure. He could be homophobic and
antisemitic. For all his leftist meliorism, his first
thought on havinga son (Richard, through adop-
tion) was about putting him down for Eton. One
friend portrayed him as a violent sadist. Now,
120 years after hisbirth, how can we make sense
of Orwell’s contradictions?

Thisbookis DJ Taylor’s second shot at a biog-
raphy: The Life came out in 2003; The New Life,
eight chapters and 100 pages longer, draws on
new caches of material, mostly letters. It doesn’t
offer shocking revelations. Butnorisitareprise of
the firstbook, except for the short thematicinter-
ludesbetween the main chapters. The approach
isfair-minded and scrupulous, with aschoolboy

rusting, bullet-riddled locomotive
in the demilitarised zone that slices
through the Korean peninsula gives
thismarvellous epic novelits enigmatic
title. Captured during the Korean war of the early
1950s, the immobilised train pointing North has
become afamous symbol of the frustrated yearn-
ingforreunification, a “commemorative fossil of
the age of division”. The train is an underlying
motif within Hwang Sok-yong’s masterpiece, a
worker’s-eye view of the 20th-century history
surrounding Korea’s partition, which draws
deeply on his personal experience
of labour and pro-democracy move-
ments and his five-year stint in prison
for breaching South Korean security
laws by visiting the North in 1989.
Originally published in Korean in
2020, Mater 2-10 opensin the 21st cen-

bohemian consumptive, doomed to die young,
he can’tdisguise the stress and exhaustion Orwell
endured in completing Nineteen Eighty-Four.
Work was his refuge in times of crisis: in the first
20 months of the second world war he produced
about 200 book, theatre and film reviews, quite
aside from longer essays; and in the year after
Eileen’s sudden death, he filed 130 pieces. The
novel took him longer, but his insistence on
typing the final version himself, while seriouslyill
inbed on Jura, hastened his final collapse. “Itisn’t
a book I would gamble on for a big sale,” he told
his publisher, with hisusual self-disparagement.
He couldn’t have been more wrong.

If finishing the novel was his priority (work
was always his priority), his second concern was

overlooking railway tracks, his sky-high protest
stretchesbeyond a year while, far below, workers
prostrate themselves in solidarity.

Jino’s lone vigil - a powerful metaphor for
struggle against overwhelming forces, including
globalisation - isinterspersed with hallucinatory
flashbacks to a century of Korean history. The
focus is on the Japanese colonial period of 1910
to 1945, when Korea’s language was suppressed
and its “slaves with no nation” forced to take
Japanese names. The absorbing narrative shunts

~ between grungy realism and what the author

terms “mindam realism” - as the
translators note, “halfway between
folklore and plain talk”. The result
is oral history spiced with legendary
exploits and ghostly appearances by
forced labourers.

Asactivists plot sabotage and strikes

tury with a laid-off factory worker, Yi Mater 2-10 over makgeolli liquor and steaming
Jino, staging a vertiginous “sit-in” By Hwang rice cakes, Japanese “thought police”
on the catwalk round an industrial Sok-yong and their Korean henchmen enact

chimney. In a mountaineering tent

savage reprisals.
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| tofindareplacement wife. He’d been happy with
the complaisant Eileen, though friends found it
an odd match and it didn’t stop him pursuing
other women, least of all old flames from South-
wold, where his parents lived: “Eileen said she
wished I could sleep with youabout twiceayear,”
he wrote toone of them, “just to keep me happy.”

The list of those he made passes at is long.
His wooing was mostly hapless, but after Eileen
died, and he had Richard to care for, his come-ons
had anew focusand intensity: to one candidate,
Anne, he wrote: “What I am really asking you is
whether you would like to be the widow of a lit-
erary man.” Anne declined but Sonia Brownell
was more amenable. Gold-digger or Florence
Nightingale? Opinions differ. She’s treated sym-
pathetically by Taylor, though she couldn’t save
her man. Orwell married her from his hospital
bed and died 100 days later.

Some of the most rewarding passages, aside
fromthose on Southwold, are about the practical
Orwell, homesteader and handyman, at his best
inaramshackle cottage, keeping hensand goats,
growing potatoes, pruning raspberries, selling
eggs to the milkman. It’s a strand Taylor links to
the novels (where love is made in the country-
side) and to Orwell’s ideas of a utopian society.

The book is astute about all the other strands
too - schoolboy, tramp, teacher, bookseller,
broadcaster, propagandist for decency - and,
by the standard of most lives, it’s comparatively
short. No further biography will be needed for
the foreseeable future, though it seems that
one or even two of Orwell’s journals are lying
in a Moscow archive. And who knows, maybe
the BBC, which has an Orwell statue mounted
outside Broadcasting House, will one day turn
up arecording of his voice.

| BLAKE MORRISON IS A WRITER AND JOURNALIST

The euphoria of liberationin 1945 proves short-
lived. The day after Nagasaki was bombed, the
USSR declared war on Japan, mountinga Red Army
offensive in northern Korea. Yet, the novel con-
tends, the UShad already planned Korea’s partition
along the 38th parallel - wrecking food produc-
tion and sundering families - as “a victorious US
and a defeated Japan came together to confront
their common enemy, the Soviet Union”. In the
US-backed South, no Koreans were invited to the
exchange of flags, nor were Japanese war criminals
tried. It was “really a handover of colonial rule”.

Mater 2-10is a vital reminder that the cold war
lives onin a divided Korea. It traces the roots of
postwar persecution oflabour activists smeared
as “commies”. Hwang’s aim, he writes, was to
plug a gap in Korean fiction, which typically
reducesindustrial workers to “historical specks
of dust”. Not only does he breathelife into vivid
protagonists, but the novel soinhabits their per-
spective that we share the shock and disbeliefas
their hard-won freedom is snatched away.

| MAYA JAGGI IS A JOURNALIST AND CRITIC
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The best recent poetry

By Philip Terry

T

Up Late

By Nick Laird

Laird’s fifth collection
glimmers with angsty
maturity as it manoeuvres
between introspection
and elegy. We meet
God-as-Martian-poet
contemplating his creation
in Theodicy. If there are
elements of Martian
poetry, thereis also

a critique of this approach,
suggesting the endless
search for the magical in
the everyday is tinged
with solipsism: “thinking
everything was magic/
was the same as thinking
nothing was”. Elsewhere,
Laird cracks open the
poetry of sensitivity to
reveal araw sense of
injustice “as therich get
richer and the poor get
fucked”. In the elegy for
his father, Up Late, winner
of the 2022 Forward prize
for best single poem,

the voice emerges with

a stripped-back clarity,
using words not to
decorate, but simply to
think with.

Women in
Comfortable Shoes
By Selima Hill

The miniaturism of
| Martial and Emily

Dickinson is reinvented in
this iridescent collection
that brings together

11 sequences whose
subjects range from

girls misbehaving in
convent schools to fridges
contemplating death,

a pair of bad-tempered
sisters, a parrot and hair
clips: “What I hated most
were the clips / that lived
and died in hundreds

in her hair, / cascades

of coloured clips with
floral legs / incapable of
understanding anything.”.
Over 254 pages, Hill
creates a new kind of
narrative poem, which has
all the rewards of reading
a good novel, yet retains
poetry’s unique ability

to zoom in on minutiae,
as when contemplating
ants whizzing about like
bumper cars.

FATRICK
McGUINNESS

L]
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Blood Feather
By Patrick McGuinness

In the Englishman’s
Home, McGuinness’s
arresting opener, plays
on the unspoken phrase
“an Englishman’s home
is his castle” to bring out
the feeling of entrapment
experienced by the
arriving French speaker:
“Little castles of milk
teeth, /lined up to guard
the helpless tongue -/
.../ it’s where you kept
the language you arrived
with. / You hid it all that
time and now it’s gone.”
The past for McGuinness
isanirretrievable terrain,
inhabiting the everyday
with its ghostly present-
absence, which we are able

to enter again as a tourist.
The illuminating dérives of
the finale, After the Flood,
explore this further with
in-situ jottings of journeys
through mothballed
Belgian stations,
reminding us that the best
poetry often never makes
it from the notebook.

caconras 0

N

You Don’t Have What It
Takes to Be My Nemesis
By CAConrad

CAConrad sweeps across
the Atlanticlike a furious
and raging whirlwind.
Emerging from the queer
visionary tradition of
Whitman and Ginsberg, the
cornerstone of CAConrad’s
practice is a series of rituals
and instructions which
their readers are invited to
sharein: “Sit outside under
shelter of a doorway ...
where you can easily touch,
smell, taste, FEEL the
storm. Lean your face into
the weather ... with eyes
closed while water fills the
wells of your eyes.” Other
rituals involve CAConrad
smearing themselves

with dirt gathered from
Emily Dickinson’s garden
or sitting for seven days

in front of a Rothko.
CAConrad’saimisto
unplug from the corporate
machine and reconnect
themselves and their
readers with the earth,
animals and other people.
This is poetry with real
ambition that wants to hug
us -it’s big, it’s queer and,
like paprika, you can never
have enough of'it.

PHILIP TERRY IS A POET

AND TRANSLATOR
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Annalisa Barbieri

My boyfriend
threatens to
leave when
Iseemy friends

I met my boyfriend a year ago, when
Imoved to his country for work.
But I feel ’'m going crazy and I don’t
know what to do.

One month after meeting, he
had already said he loved me. One
time, I told him I was meeting
an old (male) friend and he said
ifImet him, he would break up
with me. He has gone through my
phone multiple times and has said
he doesn’t want me to meet my
best girlfriend because he says
she’s disrespectful. He has said he
doesn’t want me to go out later than
acertain time in the afternoon. He
has said he hates my dog and has
given me an ultimatum: him or the
dog. He said he’d meet my family
but cancelled at the last minute.

We’velived together for four
months and he has threatened to
leave me several times. He said ’'m
the biggest mistake of his life and has
asked me to block my male contacts.

He said he had bought me aring,
but becauseIhad lied to him, he
didn’t give it to me. When he was
away for work, Idecided to go on

atrip with a friend, and he went
crazy. He can be very charming but I
don’t think his behaviour is normal.
Can you help me?

ou are correct. His

behaviour isn’t normal

and you’re definitely not

going crazy. His behaviour
is abusive and he’s trying to control
you. In the UK this sort of behaviour
- coercive control - is a crime. I have
omitted information to protect you
as your safety is paramount.

You know, on some level, that his
behaviour is wrong, but he’s got you
so confused that you’re starting to
question yourself. Controlling men
can be very charming. They can also
love-bomb you when they think you
might be “getting away”.

Controlling men (and women)
seek toisolate their partners from
friends and family. They often point
out “faults” in these friends and
family that you never noticed or
which didn’t concern you before.
They can say things like, “If you
love me you would/wouldn’t do
X,” which is just another way of
controlling your behaviour. And has
nothing to do with love.

Iwent to Refuge, the largest
domestic abuse organisation in the
UK, to help me answer your letter.
Even though I know you’re not in
the UK, the advice is largely the
same where controlling partners are
concerned, although, see later, we
both urge you to contact a domestic
abuse organisation closer to home.

Alot of people say: “But he

If you would
like advice
on a family
matter, email

ask.annalisa@|
See
tom/letters-]

termslfor terms

and conditions

A4

You need
torealise
that no
matter
what you
do, he will
never
change

doesn’t hit me, it’s not abuse.” Abuse
doesn’t have to be physical. It is

any sort of controlling behaviour,
emotional, sexual or financial. It is
where the person being abused and
controlled is made to feel it’s their
fault, and so they doubt their sanity.
If you feel you are changing your
behaviour to appease your partner,
or you are “treading on eggshells”,
thisis also a good indicator. Or as
Refuge said: “If any woman ever
has a gut feeling that something is
not right, then that usually means
something is not right.”

It’s important that you realise
(and I want you to repeat this to
yourself) that no matter what you
do, heis never going to be happy and
heis never going to change. He is
always going to try to blame you.

“Find someone,” advises
Refuge, “that you can trust to try
and support you. Find a specialist
organisation that deals with
domestic abuse in your country.”

Try to get a circle around you of
people who know what’s going on
but - and this is so important and
the reason we want you to contact a
specialist organisation - you need to
make a safe plan to leave him. This is
because the biggest risk to a woman
is when she tries to leave the
relationship. I don’t want to scare
you but I do want you to be safe.

An abuser’s behaviour can escalate
when a woman tries to get away.

Useful links includelrefuge.org.ukl
andlnaUmaLdaﬂeLan&ng.@

Call 999 or your country’s emergency
services if your life is in danger

STEPHEN COLLINS

5o let me gek this straight
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KITCHEN AIDE
By Anna Berrill

Bring sparkle to the outdoors w1th
fizzy spritzers and fruity vinegars

What are the best drinks for
apicnic?
Rosie, London, England, UK

Picnic drinking (in moderation, of
course) is a tricky business. First
off, says Zoe Burgess, the founder
of drinks consultancy Atelier Pip
and author of The Cocktail Cabinet,
there are the logistics, guests and
food to contend with. Then, warns
Mark Diacono, the author of Herb,
Spice and Sour, “you don’t want
to premix something in which one
element is fizzy and another sharp
[think lemon or lime juice], because
it will totally lose its sharpness over
time”. And you really don’t want
anything too potent, Burgess says.
For these reasons, shrubs (or
drinking vinegars) are good,
especially when the summer fruit
glut arrives, Burgess says: “Pick
your fruit, then heat it with caster
sugar and verjus, which has a much
softer acid balance than cider or
white-wine vinegar.” Bottle it and
keep in the fridge or freezer, “ready
to be topped with soda water and
fresh lemon or lime juice”. Shrubs
pair well with vodka and gin, too.
Diacono, meanwhile, would “be
thinking hard about mojitos”. The
classic is made with white rum, soda
water, sugar, lime juice and mint
but, in a picnic scenario, Diacono
substitutes the sugar for mint syrup.
“Take equal weights of sugar and
boiling water and stir like crazy until
the sugar dissolves. Lob in a big

handful of fresh mint and let it sit
and infuse until the mix is lovely
and minty.” Lift or strain out the
herbs, decant into a bottle and “get
that dead cold”. Before heading out,
Diacono might mix rum and mint
syrup “in a proportion of 5:1”, then
“all you’ve got to do is [add] lime
juice and soda water”. Fresh mint
leaves and ice cubes are encouraged
- but not 100% essential.

Cool pineapple-and-ginger punch
will also hit the happy hour spot,
says Maria Bradford, the author
of Sweet Salone. She’s equally
fond of “the lazy picnic”, which
simply requires a supermarket
sweep: “Lavender and coconut
water are easy to mix, whether
topped with elderflower tonic for
arefreshing mocktail or with a little
gin or vodka.” Much the same goes
for Bradford’s mango lemonade,

a staple from her homeland of Sierra
Leone: “Pour that into a glass with
prosecco for an exotic bellini.”

Burgess also embraces the
bubbles, though in her case that
would be in that perennial favourite,
the spritz. “It’s a good place to start,
because you can take a pre-batched
Campari and sweet vermouth mix
with you, then top with prosecco or
soda water in the park.” Consider
getting creative with any flavoured
spirits and cordials you have
knocking around.

ANNA BERRILL IS A FOOD WRITER
Got a culinary dilemma?
Emaillfeast@theguardian.com|

KNAPE/GETTY/ISTOCK

THE WEEKLY
RECIPE
By Rosie Sykes

NO 221
Raspberry

oat crumble
slice
Prep 5 min Raspberries are a top-drawer
Cook 50 min fruit. Part of the rose fa!mily,
they have a fragrant, bittersweet
Serves 8-10 flavour and soft texture, with the
crunch of the pips right at the
end. They can, of course, be eaten
raw with cream, and work well
in a multitude of puddings, but
they’re also fantastic in baking
because, when cooked, they take
Ingredients on alovely floral note. This is one
180g butter of my most-baked recipes. It’s
200g oats versatile, too, so you can change
200g flour the fruit to almost anything you
;f:vg\’,:‘;fut;;?ht like; use gluten-free flour, if need
100g flaked be, and a nut or vegetable oil or
almonds, or any aplant-based spread to make it
other nut or seed vegan. Ilike a slice with a cup of

of your choice
250graspberries

tea, or served warm with cream or
custard for a quick pudding.

Method

Heat the oven to 190C (170C fan)/
gas 5, and melt the butter in a 25cm
x 30cm baking tin.

Mix the oats, flour and sugar in
abowl, make a well in the centre,
then pour in the melted butter and
mix until it all comes together. Line
the baking tin with greaseproof
paper, then press in two-thirds of the
oat mixture - make sure you push it
down well, so it holds together like
pastry. Bake for about 15 minutes,
until golden.

In the meantime, mix the
almonds into the remaining oat
mixture. Once the base is cooked,
strew the raspberries over the top,
push them down a bit with a fork,
then scatter over the remaining oat
mixture and spread it out to cover
- it’s OK if the odd raspberry peeps
out here and there.

Bake for another 20-25 minutes,
until the top is golden and the
raspberries soft. Remove, transfer
the tin to a wire rack and leave to
cool. Once it’s completely cold, lift
the cake out of the tin and cut into
squares - it will keep in a sealed
container for three to four days.
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62 DiVel‘SiOIIS ¥ - Thelong-runningseries that invites
#  readerstosendinquestionsand
A answersonanythingand everything
QUIZ 8 What did wildcattersgoin | CINEMA CONNECT COUNTRY DIARY

Thomas Eaton

1 Which African country
isnamed from the
Portuguese for prawn?

2 Why was Janet Young
unique in UK politics
1979-1990?

3 Which cult musician
initiated No Music Day?

4 Which Truman Capote
book was a pioneer of the
true crime genre?

5 The Romito Bridge in
Laterina is claimed to
feature in which painting?
6 Egas Moniz won a Nobel
prize for what discredited

search of?

What links:

9 Destroyed by Babylonians,
587BC; rebuilt by Herod;
destroyed by Romans, 70AD?
10 Robert Frost; Bonnie
Raitt; Matt Damon; Bill
Gates; Mark Zuckerberg?

11 Stranger Things; The
Matrix; Fargo; Avengers:
Endgame?

12 Lorne sausage; BSB dish;
Times or Taksim; 1, 4, 9, 16,
etc?

13 Edith Head; Milena
Canonero; Colleen Atwood;
Ruth E Carter?

14 Last Cocked Hat (5); Old
Hickory (7); His Accidency

surgical procedure? (10); Rail Splitter (16)?
7 Which dynasty used the | 15 Yama; Anubis; Hades;
acrostic slogan AEIOU? Pluto; Hel?
PUZZLES RACLOIR
Chris Maslanka a) raclette pot
b) scrapyard

1 There are two 4-digit
numbers whose first digit

¢) prehistoric scraper
d) rake used in Pétanque

Killian Fox

Name the films and the person who
connects them.
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CHESS match in London where eight months. The record
Leonard Barden all 12 classical games for the youngest 2400
were drawn. Fide rating is held by
Looking ahead for Nodirbek Abdusattorov,
Fabiano Caruana got possible future targets, who achieved it at 10 years
off to a fine start at the an Argentine talent, five months, a year after
Norway Chess elite event Faustino Oro, has just the Uzbek defeated
in Stavanger, where the set a world record for two grandmasters at
US champion defeated the youngest ever 2300 the Agzamov Memorial
Magnus Carlsen, the Fide rating, at nine years in Tashkent.
world No 1, in the opening 3870 Magnus Carlsen v Alexander England’s pre-teen
round and was a clear Morozevich, Biel 2006. White to talent Bodhana
leader after three of the move and win. Sivanandan, eight,
nine rounds. continues to be world
The Norwegian has won No 1 girl for her age. She

Stavanger for four years
in a row, so his recovery
chances should never
be discounted.

It was Carlsen’s first
classical defeat against
Caruana since 2015,

a period that included

their 2018 world title

The Guardian Weekly 9 June2023

abcde fgh

scored 4/7 in the women’s
championship, and
recently gave her first
simultaneous exhibition.
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FLOW COUNTRY
Caithness and Sutherland, Scotland

he white flowers of the

bogbean shake, sprinkling

starlight over the bog,

moving with the slightest
wind. As the first colour of the
morning fills in, it comes not just
from above but below, where red
mosses glint from the dark peat.
Sphagnum capillifolium, acute-
leaved, or red bog moss, forms dense
hummocks, rising from the ground
like an outward pulse of blood: a
fleshy, silent circuitry.

Stretch upon stretch of red
courses through the heather and
bog myrtle. Shadows move in. Rain
begins. Small circles form on the top
of the bog pools as the sweet scent
of myrtle washes through. The only
sound is the rain hitting my coat and
the pools. The only movement is the
drop of the water and the cool brush
of leafinto leaf, stem against stem.

Ilower myself and listen. Here,
by the bog, there is a squelch and
agurgle and a pop. Here, by the
moss, isasinkand asuckand a
thirst. Known hoarders, some
sphagnum mosses can hold about
20 times their own weight in water.
Most peatlands, above the water
table, receive their only water
from rainfall. There is an urgency
to the drumming fall and its eager
recipients. The water’s volume
increases with each passing minute.
This close to the sphagnumis a
sounding of what is often hidden.
The bogis only quiet at human
height. The moss is only silent
from our distance.

I pull myselfback up, following
the trails of red bog moss through
the heather. Its silent circuitry is
now one of pops and tremors. Its
exposed veins are flaming tributaries
flashing by the rising pools. The
bogbean quakes in the rain. The
mosses soak, filled with light again.
Day breaks. Rain slakes the yearning
ground. Elizabeth-Jane Burnett
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N0 29,083

10

11

12

15
17

18

19

21

24

25

26

Across

Shortening parts of legs to make bear
a little lower (5)

Staff sign half-hearted complaint
about naughty class (4,4)

After further endless fighting, lovers
getting means to clear the air (10,4)
Broadway musical not getting bravo
for dance (8)

Scientist’s second wife leaving Stevenage
or Basildon? (6)

Where to place volumes of luggage
with caution, initially (9)

Without right, criticise golf hit from driver (5)
State of Massachusetts?

Just a western part (5)

Back massage after sex welcomed by
sweet redheads? (9)

Fool, say, losing heart where water
isscarce (6)

Cross after hints about what a naughty
child might throw (8)

Track gets pushed back, but for
Elvissong (3,4,3,4)

Socialist banks in Newcastle investing
Asian’s cash capital (8)

Curvy figure initially lost kilo, say (5)

Down

Spirit shown by singer online getting

b_ excited! (6,6)

Having a fondness for suits, bright soldier’s
overwhelmed by debts (9)

Bovid's dash over delta (5)

Cheers in prosperous periods, entertaining
times ahead (7,2)

Rat out in spring after first sign of sun (4)

6 Whence we get stimulant, no longer

7

13

14

16

20

22

23

% All solutions published next week

l- By Picaroon

taking three drugs after cocaine (6,3)

Surrealist painter of birds with
head lowered (5)

Working outside of Hamburg to dig an

oilwell (2,1,4,5)

Creamy elastic clothing remains unlikely

to get snapped (6-3)

Possible explosive bad mood stops

Jack learning about religion (9)

American liked penning old language,

being a flatterer (9)

Say nothing about group’s aversion

to effort (5)

Possible crossword feature: article

on setter (5)

Scandinavian, Sicilian, Vienna, English,

and Nimzo openings (4)

Solution No 29,077

Quick crossword
N0 16,556

23

T I22 . = s : -

Across 6 Ibsen, Miller or Chekhov? (10)
1 Poisonous plant — edible 9 Early 20th-century American

marine snail (10) dance to ragtime music — try
7 Country completely surrounded UK torte (anag) (6,4)

by South Africa (7) 12 Royalfemale (8)
8 Goliath (5) 14 Plant of the pea family with
10 Chinese currency unit (4) clover-like leaves (7)
11 Hand-held firework (8) 16 Recover (6)
13 Revolving (6) 19 Extract money by deceit (5)
15 Framework of stakes interwoven 20 From Bangkok? (4)

with branches to form a fence (6)
17 Second largest Channel Island (8)
18 Obscene stuff (4)
21 Recurrent theme (5)
22 Shakespeare’s Moor (7)
23 Trouble spot (10)

Solution No 16,550

Down
1 Conchiglie, Tagliatelle etc (5)
2 Swiss creator of a chain of elegant
hotels, d. 1918 (4)
Loud hooting cries (6)
From Lagos? (8)
5 Pamphlet (7)

W
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Easy
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that every row,
every column
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