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Start Here

aybe you’re struggling in your career, you want to apply to college, or you want to set a
good example for your kids. Whatever your reasons for taking the GED, the test can help
you get ahead if you don’t have a high school diploma. This book helps you to prepare

for the computer-based GED test, which, if you pass, offers you the equivalent of a high-school
diploma without attending all the classes.

About This Book

GED Test 5-Hour Quick Prep For Dummies helps you earn a high-school diploma in the shortest time
possible. If you can prepare yourself for a series of challenging test sections that determine
whether you’ve mastered key skills, you can get a GED diploma that’s the equivalent of a high-
school education — and you can do so in much less than four years.

This friendly instruction manual helps you succeed on the all-computerized GED test. Use this
book as your first stop. It isn’t a subject-matter preparation book — that is, it doesn’t take you
through the basics of math and then progress into algebra, geometry, and so on. It does, however,
prepare you for the GED test by organizing your time into study blocks that add up to five hours:

»

»

»

»

»

Block 1 (20 minutes): Get an overview of the GED, including how to sign up, what to expect,
and how to understand your score.

Block 2 (30 minutes): This block explains what you need to know for each part of the GED and
offers tips for preparing and successfully answering the questions.

Block 3 (1 hour): The sample questions help you understand the questions you'll be asked and
how the GED might ask them. You can use this block to practice only the questions you recognize
and/or use the explanations to understand the questions and answers you need to review.

Block 4 (3 hours, 5 minutes): The shortened practice test with detailed explanations helps
you practice not only answering questions, but also taking the timed test. Although this isn't a
full-length practice test, the shortened version will still help you check your understanding of
the material, as well as answer all those questions in test-like conditions, while still keeping
your preparation time to five hours.

Block 5 (5 minutes): This short block gives you ten things to check, review, or prepare the
night before the test, like planning your route and laying out comfy clothes.

Foolish Assumptions

When I wrote this book, I made a few assumptions about you, dear reader. Here’s who I think
you are:

¥ You're serious about earning your GED as quickly as you can.

¥ You've made earning a GED a priority in your life because you want to advance in the work-

place or move on to college.

Start Here 1



¥ You're willing to give up some activities so that you have the time to prepare, always keeping in
mind your other responsibilities, too.

3 You meet your state’s requirements regarding age, residency, and the length of time since
leaving school that make you eligible to take the GED test. (You can find these on the GED
Testing Service's website, https://ged.com.)

¥ You have sufficient English language skills to handle the test (or sufficient Spanish language
skills if you take the test in Spanish).

¥ You want a fun and friendly guide that helps you achieve your goal.

If any of these descriptions sounds like you, welcome aboard. I’ve prepared an enjoyable tour of
the GED test.

Icons Used in This Book

TIP

©
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WARNING

Icons — little pictures you see in the margins of this book — highlight bits of text that you want
to pay special attention to. Here’s what each one means:

Whenever we want to tell you a special trick or technique that can help you succeed on the GED

test, we mark it with this icon. Keep an eye out for this guy.

This icon points out information you want to burn into your brain. Think of the text with this icon
as the sort of stuff you’d tear out and put on a bulletin board or your refrigerator.

Take this icon seriously! Although the world won’t end if you don’t heed the advice next to this
icon, the warnings are important to your success in preparing to take the GED test.

Where to Go from Here

Some people like to read books from beginning to end. Others prefer to read only the specific
information they need to know now.

If you’re a beginning-to-end type, you can start with Block 1 and proceed through each block
sequentially. If you only want what you need to know now, I still suggest you start with Block 1,
but then you can skip to whatever part of the book suits you best:

¥ If you want to prepare for only one section of the GED, such as the Social Studies test, you can
jump right to the social studies section in Block 2 and go from there.

¥ If you want to test what you know first and then flip back to review what you missed, start with
the shortened practice test in Block 4. Then check out Blocks 2 and 3 for help with areas you
need to review.

2 GED Test 5-Hour Quick Prep For Dummies
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Block 1

GED Overview
in 20 Minutes

he GED test offers people without a high school diploma the opportunity to earn the equiv-

alent of an American high school diploma without the need for full-time attendance in

either day or night school. The GED test is a recognized standard that makes securing a job
or starting college easier.

The recently revised test is in line with current Grade 12 standards in the United States and meets
the College and Career Readiness Standards for Adult Education.

The GED test measures whether you understand what high school seniors across the country have
studied before they graduate. Employers seek better-educated employees. Colleges want to make
sure students are qualified. When you pass the GED test, you earn a high school equivalency
diploma that can open many doors for you — perhaps doors that you don’t even know exist at this
point.

You may wonder why you should even bother taking the GED test and getting your GED diploma.
One reason is that people with high school diplomas earn more and spend less time unemployed
than people without diplomas. In a recent year, unemployment for people without a high school
diploma was 5.9 percent. That dropped to 3.7 percent for individuals with a diploma or a GED
certificate. Incomes were about 25 percent higher for high school or GED graduates than people
without diplomas. In addition, your GED can qualify you for even more education. Earnings
increase and unemployment decreases at each level of education from associate’s degree on up.
Even with just some college, you can earn more, on average.

Ready to get started? This block gives you the basics of the GED test: How the test is administered,

what the test sections look like, how to schedule the test (and whether you’re eligible), and how
the scores are calculated (so you know what you need to pass).

BLOCK 1 3



Registering for the Test

A
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Before you go online to sign up for the GED, you need to know a few things. After you determine
that you’re eligible, think about whether you want to take only one or two sections at a time or all
sections at once. If you’re eligible for accommodations, you need to have your documentation
ready. The following sections walk you through the details.

Knowing if you're eligible

Before you schedule your test date, make sure that you meet the requirements to take the GED
test. You’re eligible to apply to take the GED test only if

3 You're not currently enrolled in a high school. If you're currently enrolled in a high school,
you're expected to complete your diploma there. The purpose of the GED test is to give people
who aren't in high school a chance to get an equivalent high school diploma.

3 You're not a high school graduate. If you're a high school graduate, you should have a
diploma, which means you don't need to take the GED test.

3 You meet state requirements regarding age, residency, and the length of time since
leaving high school. When you open your online account at https://ged. com, the software
will screen you to ensure that you meet your state’s requirements.

Choosing when and where to take the test

You can take the GED when you’re eligible and prepared. You can then apply to take the GED as
soon as you want. Pick a day (or days) that works for you.

The GED has four sections: language arts, social studies, science, and math. You can take each of
the four test sections separately, at different times, and in any order you want. Taking all four
sections of the GED together takes about seven hours. However, the test is designed so you can
take each section when you’re ready. In fact, you can take the test sections one at a time, in the
evenings or on weekends, depending on the individual testing center.

You can also take some of the tests online at home and others at a testing center. This flexibility
is one of the benefits of doing the test by computer. If you want to take the test online at home,
you must pass the GED Ready practice test before you can sign up. Even if you’re taking the test
at a test center, this short online test can help you determine whether you’re likely to be success-
ful, which can help you avoid wasting time and money on retests. And if you don’t pass, the
detailed feedback will help you find your strengths and areas for improvement.

As the time this book was published, some states don’t offer the test and some don’t allow online
testing. You can take the test in a neighboring state that allows online or non-resident testing.
Just select the state you’d like to test in when you set up your online account. This information
changes periodically, so be sure to check https://ged.com/state-information-online-
testing for the latest information. And remember: Nearly all employers and higher education
schools nationally accept your passing score.

If you need special arrangements to accommodate your situation, the GED Testing Service will
help arrange the test for you at a convenient time and location.

GED Test 5-Hour Quick Prep For Dummies


https://ged.com/
https://ged.com/state-information-online-testing/
https://ged.com/state-information-online-testing/

TIP

Asking for accommodations
or language options

If you have a special need, it can be accommodated. You shouldn’t feel bad about requesting an
accommodation, either. Many people do, and the most common accommodations are for vision-
related issues. Remember, though, that if you request an accommodation, you will need to pro-
vide acceptable documentation.

If you’re learning English, you can choose to take the test in Spanish or, in Canada, French.

Disability accommodations

The GED Testing Service makes every effort to ensure that all qualified people have access to the
tests. If you have a disability, you may not be able to register for the tests and take them the same
week, but, with some advanced planning, you can probably take the tests when you’re ready.
Here’s what you need to do:

¥ Review the information and instructions athttps: //ged.com/about_test/accommodations.

¥ Atleast a month before you want to take the test, go tohttps://ged.com and open an online
account, or log into an existing account.

¥ Follow the instructions to request an accommodation. The software will walk you through the
steps to request an accommodation and submit the proper documentation.

3 You will need documentation of your special need from an appropriate professional. The
software will give the exact requirements and instructions you can show the professional so
they can provide the correct documentation.

3 Complete all the proper forms and submit them with a medical or professional diagnosis.

¥ Start planning early so that you're able to take the tests when you're ready.

The GED Testing Service defines specific disabilities, such as the following, for which it may make
special accommodations:

¥ Learning and cognitive disorders (LCD)
¥ Attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)
¥ Psychological and psychiatric disorders (EPP)

¥ Physical disabilities and chronic health conditions (PCH)

Language options

The good news is that English doesn’t have to be your first language for you to take the GED test.
In the United States, the GED test is offered in English and Spanish. A French version is available
in Canada.

If English (or Spanish) isn’t your first language, you must decide whether you can read and write
English or Spanish as well as or better than 40 percent of high school graduates. If so, then you
can prepare for and take the test without additional language preparation. If you don’t read or
write English or Spanish well enough to pass, then you need to take additional classes to improve
your language skills until you think you’re ready. Your local community college or adult education
center is the best place to get started. Your account at https://ged.com can also help you find
local programs that will suit your needs.

BLOCK 1 GED Overview in 20 Minutes 5
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Signing up for your test

You book your appointment through the GED Testing Service’s website, https://ged.com, based
on available testing dates. When you sign up for the test, you can search for times and locations
that suit you. Because a computer administers the test, you will schedule an individual appoint-

ment. Your test starts when you start and ends when the allotted time ends.

If you sign up to take the test online at home, your computer and your home (or other location
where you take the test) have to meet special requirements outlined when you sign up. The
https://ged.com website will walk you through these requirements. If you sign up to take the
test at a testing center, you will take the test in a computer lab, often containing no more than

15 seats; testing facilities may be located in many communities in your state.

Identifying What to Bring to the Test

6

Passing the GED can bring you many benefits, so you need to treat it seriously and come prepared.

Make sure you bring the following items with you on test day:

»

»

»

»

You: The most important thing to bring to the GED test is obviously you. If you enroll to take the
test, you have to show up; otherwise, you'll receive a big fat zero and lose your testing fee. If
something unfortunate happens after you enroll, go to your online account and see if you can
reschedule. You may need to call the GED Testing Service or use their online chat to reschedule.

Correct identification: Before you can start the test, the test proctors — online and in
person — want to make sure that you're really you. Bring a government-issued photo ID — a
driver’s license, a state ID card, a passport, or a matricula consular are all fine. Have your ID in
a place where you can easily reach it. And, when asked to identify yourself, don't pull out a
mirror and say, “Yep, that's me.”

Registration confirmation: The registration confirmation is your proof that you did register.
If you're taking the test in an area where everybody knows you and everything you do, you
may not need the confirmation, but | suggest you take it anyway. It's light and doesn't take up
much room in your pocket or purse.

Other miscellaneous items: After you register for the test, you receive instructions that list
what you need to bring with you. Besides yourself and the items | listed previously, other items
you want to bring or wear include the following:

Comfortable clothes and shoes. When you're taking the test, you want to be as relaxed as
possible. Uncomfortable clothes and shoes may distract you from doing your best. You're
taking the GED test, not modeling the most recent fashions.

A bottle of water and a healthful snack. Check whether you can bring these with you
into the room at the testing center. If you test online at home, you are only allowed to have
some water, in a clear glass, on the desk with you. But you can eat a quick snack in the
10-minute break between tests if you take more than one test.

Reading glasses. If you need glasses to read a computer monitor, don’t forget to bring them
to the test. Bring a spare pair, if you have one. You can't do the test if you can’t read the screen.

Calculator. You may bring a handheld Texas Instruments TI-30XS MultiView calculator to
the testing center, which you may use whenever the calculator icon appears on the screen.
For many people, a real calculator saves time on the test. However, you aren't required to
BYOC (bring your own calculator). A calculator icon appears on the screen whenever one is
necessary to answer a question. All you have to do is click on the calculator icon, and you
have a fully functioning calculator on-screen. See the section “On-screen calculator” later in
this block for details about how to use it.

GED Test 5-Hour Quick Prep For Dummies
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When you know what to expect during the GED, it’s easier to do your best on the test. The follow-
ing section explains what you need to know: the exam room rules, the computer skills you need,
and an overview of the material you need to know for each section of the GED.

Understanding exam room rules

The rules about what enters the testing room are strict. Don’t take any chances. If something isn’t
on the list of acceptable items and isn’t normal clothing, leave it at home. Laptops, cellphones,
and other electronic devices will most likely be banned from the testing area.

Leave other electronics at home, locked in your car, or in a locker at the testing center. The last
place on earth to discuss whether you can bring something into the test site is at the door on
test day.

Whatever you do, be sure not to bring the following with you to the testing room at the GED
testing center, and make sure they are out of reach (or out of the room) if you test at home:

¥ Books

3 Notes or scratch paper

¥ Tablets

3 Cellphones

¥ Smartwatches

3 Apple AirPods or other wireless earphones

3 Anything valuable, like a laptop computer that you don't feel comfortable leaving outside the
room while you take the test

Also, keep your eyes on your monitor. Everybody knows not to look at other people’s work during
the test, but, to be on the safe side, don’t stretch, roll your eyes, or do anything else that may be
mistaken for looking at another test. At a test center, most of the tests will be different on the
various computers, so looking around is futile and doing so can get you into a lot of trouble. You
should also keep your eyes on the screen if you test online at home. Everything you need to take
the test is on the screen in front of you. Looking around the room or looking away from the screen
repeatedly could be considered suspicious behavior.

Identifying computer skills you need

If you know how to use a computer and are comfortable with a keyboard and a mouse, you’re
ahead of the game. If not, practice your keyboarding. Also, practice reading from a computer
screen because reading from a screen is very different from reading printed materials. At the very
least, you need to get more comfortable with computers, even if that means taking a short course
at a local learning emporium. In the case of the GED test, the more familiar you are with comput-
ers, the more comfortable you’'ll feel taking the test.

When taking the computerized GED test, you have two important tools to allow you to answer
questions: the keyboard and the mouse. You may also use an on-screen calculator and whiteboard
for certain parts of the test. The following sections examine each tool in greater depth and explain
exactly how you use them to complete the GED test. Make sure that you understand the

BLOCK 1 GED Overview in 20 Minutes 7/
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TIP

FIGURE 1-1:
An
example of
a standard
English
keyboard.

mechanics and use of the keyboard and mouse beforehand so you don’t waste valuable time fig-
uring out all of this stuff on test day.

Typing on the keyboard

You need to have at least some familiarity with a computer’s keyboard. If you constantly make
typing errors or aren’t familiar with the keyboard, you may be in trouble. The good news is that
you don’t have to be a keyboarding whiz. In fact, the behind-the-scenes GED people have shown
through their research that even people with minimal keyboarding skills still have adequate time
to complete the test.

On the GED test, you’ll use the keyboard to type your answers in the essay (Extended Response)
segment in the Reasoning through Language Arts test and in the fill-in-the-blank questions on
the other three tests. These answers can include words, phrases, and numbers. Although you may
be familiar with typing by using one or two fingers on your smartphone or tablet, with the screen
often predicting and suggesting (correctly spelled) words that you need, the word processor on
the GED test for the Extended Response has a bare minimum of features. It accepts keyboard
entries, cuts, pastes, and copies and lets you redo and undo changes, but no more. It doesn’t have
a grammar-checker or a spell-checker, so be careful with your keyboarding because spelling and
grammatical errors are just that — errors.

The GED test uses the standard English keyboard (see Figure 1-1). If you’re not familiar with it,
take time to acquaint yourself with it before you take the GED test. If you’re used to other lan-
guage keyboards, you will find that the English keyboard has some letters and punctuation that
appear in different places. Before test day, practice using the English keyboard so that the differ-
ences in the keyboard don’t throw you off the day of the test. You won’t have time to figure out
the keyboard while the clock is ticking.

I | A O R R R | Y | [ [
H000000000n0ann
En0DEbnnnoan e
) 0000 00D06H G0

© John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Clicking and dragging with the mouse

Most questions on the GED test require no more than the ability to use the mouse to move the
cursor on your screen to point to a selection for your answer and then click that selection, which
is very basic.

If you’re unfamiliar with computers, take time to become familiar with the mouse, including the
clickable buttons and the scroll wheel. If the mouse has a scroll wheel, you can use it to move up
or down through text or images. When you hold down the left button on the mouse, it highlights
text as you drag the cursor across the screen, or you can “drag and drop” questions on the screen.

If you test online at home using a laptop, that computer may have a trackpad mouse (a small
panel at the bottom of the screen that you touch with one or more fingers to move the pointer
on-screen and click in the left or right corner). Use the instructions that come with your laptop
to get familiar with a trackpad mouse. If you’re more comfortable with a traditional mouse, you
can buy a wired or wireless one for a few dollars online. Make sure that it’s compatible with your
specific laptop.

GED Test 5-Hour Quick Prep For Dummies
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FINDING HELP WITH COMPUTER SKILLS

Some websites offer free training on basic computer skills, but you need a computer to use them. Your
local library should have free computer access if you don't have your own computer. Many libraries and
community agencies offer free computer classes that are worth checking out. If you're a bit computer
savvy, type “basic computer skills training + free” into a search engine and follow the links until you find
one that suits you. If you want to improve your typing skills, search online in your favorite search engine
using the keywords “free typing tutor.” Be aware that free or limited-time trial software can be full of
advertising.

Take your time at home or in the library developing your skills and working through the practice tests.
Test day isn't the time to figure out how to use the computer.

On the GED test, you’ll use the mouse or keyboard to answer the four main question types:
multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, drop-down menu, and drag-and-drop. You’ll use both the
mouse and the keyboard to answer the Extended Response item on the RLA test.

Fill-in-the-blanks are another type of question you’ll encounter on the GED test. They’re simply
statements with a blank box in the text somewhere. To answer the question, you need to enter the
word(s), name, or number. The statement will be preceded by directions setting up the text, so
you’ll know what is expected.

You must type the precise word or number required. Spelling mistakes, misplaced decimals, and
even wrong capitalization count as errors.

Calculating with the on-screen calculator

The Math test provides an on-screen calculator for you to use on all but the first five questions of
the test. (If you don’t see the calculator tab on the screen, then you have to do the math in your
head or on the whiteboard.) When you need the calculator, simply click on the Calculator link and
the calculator appears (see Figure 1-2). If you test at a testing center, you can bring your own
TI-30XS MultiView calculator. The GED Testing Service’s website, https://ged.com, has a
number of resources, including a reference sheet that shows you all the features you need to know
and an actual on-screen calculator you can practice with.

Using the tablet or on-screen whiteboard

You don’t get scratch paper when you take the GED. Instead, you have an erasable tablet and/or
on-screen whiteboard for taking notes about your essay, solving math problems, and so on. If you
take the test at a testing center, you’ll have an erasable tablet. If you test at a testing center or
online at home, you’ll have an online whiteboard for taking notes and organizing your ideas.
Either way, nothing you write on the boards will be seen by anyone but you. Only the answer that
you enter in the answer window counts.

The order, topics, and time for each test

The GED test includes the four sections (also referred to as tests) outlined in Table 1-1. Each test
is timed and covers somewhat predictable topics, also outlined in Table 1-1 and covered in the
following sections. For help preparing for each of these tests, see Block 2 for background
information and Block 3 for sample questions.
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FIGURE 1-2:
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Time for Each GED Test Section

Test Section Time Limit (in Minutes)
Reasoning through Language Arts 95 (split into two sections, 35 and 60)
Reasoning through Language Arts, Extended Response 45

Social Studies 70

Science 90

Mathematical Reasoning 115

Reasoning through the Language Arts test

The Reasoning through Language Arts (RLA) test is one long test that covers all the literacy com-
ponents of the GED test. You have 150 minutes overall. However, the test is divided into three
sections:

¥ The Reading Comprehension section is 35 minutes and asks you to demonstrate a critical
understanding of various passages.

3 The Extended Response (essay) is 45 minutes, followed by a 10-minute break. This test
examines your skills in organizing your thoughts and writing clearly.

¥ The Grammar and Language section is 60 minutes and asks you to correct errors in various
kinds of texts. This includes demonstrating a command of proper grammar, punctuation, and
spelling.

Remember that the time for the Extended Response can’t be used to work on the other questions
in the test, nor can you use leftover time from the other sections on the Extended Response.

The scores from all three components will be combined into one single score for the RLA test.
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The question-answer part of this test consists mainly of various types of multiple-choice ques-
tions and drop-down menu questions with four answer choices. You’ll also see drag-and-drop
questions.

The questions are based on source texts, which are materials presented to you for your response.
Some of this source material is nonfiction, from science and social studies content as well as from
the workplace. Only 25 percent is based on literature. Here’s a breakdown of the materials:

3 Workplace and community materials: These include work-related letters, memos, and
instructions that you may see on the job. They also include letters and documents from
companies and community organizations, such as banks, hospitals, libraries, credit unions,
and local governments.

3 U.S. founding documents and documents that present part of the Great American
Conversation: These may include extracts from the Bill of Rights, the Constitution, and
other historical documents. They also may include opinion pieces on relevant issues in
American history and civics.

¥ Informational works: These include documents that present information (often dry and
boring information), such as an instructional manual. They also include materials that you
may find in history, social studies, or science books.

¥ Literature: These include extracts from novels and short stories.

Social Studies test

On the Social Studies test, you have 70 minutes to answer 50 questions. On this test, you will see
standard multiple-choice questions, as well as fill-in-the-blank questions, drag-and-drop
questions, and drop-down menu questions. A few questions may ask you to calculate an answer.

The questions are based on various kinds of source texts. About half of the questions are based on
one source text, such as a graph or short reading, with one question. Other questions have a single
source text as the basis for several questions. In either case, you’ll need to analyze and evaluate
the content presented to you as part of the question. A few questions may ask you to compare and
contrast information from two different sources. The test questions evaluate your ability to use
reasoning and analysis skills. The information for the source materials comes from primary and
secondary sources, both text and visual. That means you need to be able to “read” and interpret
tables, maps, and graphs as well as standard text materials.

The content of the Social Studies test is drawn from the following four basic areas:

3 Civics and government: The largest part (about 50 percent of the test) focuses on civics and
government. The civics and government questions examine the development of democracy,
from ancient times to present day. Other topics include how civilizations change over time and
respond to crises.

3 American history: American history makes up 20 percent of the test. It covers all topics from
the pilgrims and early settlement to the Revolution, the Civil War, World Wars | and Il, the
Vietnam War, and current history — all of which involve the United States in one way or another.

3 Economics: Economics makes up about 15 percent of the test. The economics portion
examines basic theories, such as supply and demand, the role of government policies in
the economy, and macro- and microeconomic theory.
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3 Geography and the world: This area also makes up 15 percent of the test. The areas
with which you need to become familiar are very topical: sustainability and environmental
issues, population issues, and rural and urban settlement. Other topics include cultural
diversity and migration.

A good way to prepare for this test is to read as much as possible. As you prepare for the test, read
articles about civics, history, economics, and geography from reliable online sources. Even read-
ing solid news coverage can help you develop the strong reading skills you need.

Science test

The Science test is scheduled for 90 minutes. My advice for the Science test is the same as for the
Reasoning through Language Arts test: Read as much as you can, especially science material.
Whenever you don’t understand a word or concept, look it up in a dictionary or online. The ques-
tions in the Science test assume a high school level of science vocabulary.

You don’t have to be a nuclear physicist to answer the questions, but you should be familiar with
the vocabulary normally understood by someone completing high school. If you work at improv-
ing your scientific vocabulary, you should have little trouble with the Science test. (Note: That
same advice applies to all the GED test’s sections. Improve your vocabulary in each subject and
you’ll perform better.)

The Science test concentrates on two main themes:

3 Human health and living systems

3 Energy and related systems
In addition, the content of the test focuses on the following areas:

3 Physical science: About 40 percent of the test focuses on physics and chemistry, including
topics such as conservation, transformation, and flow of energy; work, motion, and forces; and
chemical properties and reactions related to living systems.

¥ Life science: Another 40 percent of the Science test deals with life science, including biology
and, more specifically, human body and health, the relationship between life functions and
energy intake, ecosystems, structure and function of life, and the molecular basis for heredity
and evolution.

3 Earth and space science: This area makes up the remaining 20 percent of this test and
includes astronomy — interaction between Earth's systems and living things, Earth and its
system components and interactions, and structure and organization of the cosmos.

Go ahead and type one of the three areas of content into your favorite search engine to find mate-
rial to read. You'll find links to articles and material from all different levels. Filter your choices
by the level you want and need — for example, use keywords such as “scientific theories,” “sci-
entific discoveries,” “scientific method,” “human health,” “living systems,” “energy,” “the
universe,” “organisms,” and “geochemical systems” — and don’t get discouraged if you can’t
understand technical material that one scientist wrote that only about three other scientists in
the world can understand.

The questions on the Science test are in multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, drag-and-drop, and
drop-down menu formats. As on the Social Studies test, you will read passages and interpret
graphs, tables, and other visual materials. A few questions may ask you to calculate an answer.
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Mathematical Reasoning test

The Mathematical Reasoning (Math) test checks that you have the same knowledge and
understanding of mathematics as a typical high school graduate. Because the GED is designed to
prepare you for both postsecondary education and employment, it has an emphasis on both
workplace-related mathematics and academic mathematics. About 45 percent of the test is about
quantitative problem solving, and the rest is about algebra.

The Math test consists of different question formats to be completed in 115 minutes. Because the
GED test is administered on the computer, the questions take advantage of the power of the com-
puter. Some questions will simply pose a problem for you to solve. Other questions will refer to
various kinds of stimulus materials, including graphs, tables, menus, price lists, and much more.

On the Math test, most of the questions are multiple choice with four answer choices. You’ll also
see a few drop-down questions and drag-and-drop questions, which typically ask you to arrange
numbers in a certain order by clicking and dragging them on-screen. Fill-in-the-blank questions
ask you to type your answer as a specific number or word into the space provided.

Some questions may be stand-alone with only one question for each stimulus. Others may have
multiple questions based on a single stimulus. Each stimulus, no matter how many questions are
based on it, may include text, graphs, tables, or some other representation of numeric, geometri-
cal, or algebraic materials. Practice reading mathematical materials and become familiar with the
vocabulary of mathematics. On the Math test, you’re allowed to use your calculator on all but the
first five questions. However, some questions can be answered more quickly using mental math
or simple calculations on the whiteboard.

Navigating the question types

The GED has four types of questions. Before you take the test, have a look at each type and make
sure you understand how to answer it on the computerized test.

Multiple-choice questions

In all the GED tests, the multiple-choice question is the most common. The basic multiple-choice
question, shown in Figure 1-3, looks very similar to what you may expect. This one is presented
in split-screen form, with the source text on the left and the question and answer choices on the
right. If the source text extends beyond one screen, you use the scroll bar on the right side of the
left screen. When you’re ready to answer, use the mouse to click on the appropriate answer, and
then click on Next to continue.

If a scroll bar accompanies the source text on the left side of the screen, some of the text isn’t
visible unless you scroll down. If that scroll bar is on the answer side, some of the answer choices
may not be visible without scrolling. This is important to remember because you may miss some
important text when trying to answer the question. To use the scroll bar, click it with your cursor
and then move your mouse up or down. When the text you want is visible, release the button.

Drag-and-drop questions

Figure 1-4 shows a drag-and-drop question. This question uses a four-page source text and asks
you to select characteristics that apply to the main character, Anne. The key is that you can select
only three of the five listed words. That isn’t stated in the question but is obvious from the drag-
and-drop targets, which include only three oval spaces. You have to read the text carefully to find
the correct choices. When you decide which words apply, drag each word to one of the ovals and
leave it there. Click on Next to continue.
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RLA - Candidate Name < Question 1 of 12

£ Flag for Review

Which quotation from the passage
supports the idea that Supeet is teaching
the narrator a skill that requires
patience?

1 handed him the gourd, and he took a big drink.

"Would you like to learn?”
R— A, "I will be too busy to drink.”
U B. “Each step was exaggerated and

“All right,” he said. "But by the time we finish, it will be too late painfully slow.”

to travel.”

L C. “"When we were boys we practiced
with rhinoceroses when they were
asleep.”

“I don't care.”

29 "Good! We will stalk the rhinoceroses by those trees. Try not to
wake them, though.”  D. "The tribe taught me to stalk

many other animals.”

30 Good safety tip, I thought.

From THUNDER CAVE by Roland Smith. Text copyright © 1995 by Roland Smith. Reprinted by
permission of Hyperion Books for Children. All Rights Reserved.
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RLA - Candidate Name & Question 7 of 12

£ Flag for Review

Drag and drop each word that describes
Anne into the character web.

Excerpt from Anne of Green Gables
by L. M. Montgomery

disaDDointed

1 Marilla came briskly forward as Matthew opened the door.
But when her eyes fell on the odd little figure in the stiff, ugly
dress, with the long braids of red hair and the eager, luminous
eyes, she stopped short in amazement.

2 “Matthew Cuthbert, who's that?” she exclaimed. "Where is
the boy?”
3 “There wasn't any boy,” said Matthew wretchedly. "There

was only her.”
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Drop-down menu questions

Questions involving a drop-down menu (see Figure 1-5) are just a variation of the multiple-choice
questions. You use the mouse to expand the choices and then again to select the correct one.

Fill-in-the-blank questions

For fill-in-the-blank questions, you type an answer in a box provided, using the keyboard. The
answer might be a word or phrase, a number, or an equation. On the math test, you may have to
use the symbols on the keyboard or click on the Z Symbol tab for additional symbols that you may

need (see Figure 1-6).
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Mathematical Reasoning - Candidate Name

Type your answer in ti

An expression is show|

Simplify the expressio|
(NOTE: Click the symt
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After reading the question carefully, you use the keyboard and the Symbol box to type your answer
in the box. To insert a symbol, place your cursor in the correct place in the answer box. Then click
on the ZE Symbol tab. The Symbol box will open. In the Symbol box, click on the symbol you want
and then click the Insert button in the lower-right corner of the Symbol box. The symbol will

appear next to your cursor. To make the Symbol box go away, press the Close button in the lower-
right corner.

Discovering Important Test-Taking Strategies

You can increase your score by mastering a few smart test-taking strategies. To help you do so,

I give you some tips in these sections on managing stress, managing your time, and answering
questions.
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TIP

Managing stress

To succeed in taking the GED test, you need to be prepared. In addition to studying the content
and skills needed for the four test sections, you also want to be mentally prepared. Although you
may be nervous, you can’t let your nerves get the best of you. Stay calm and take a deep breath.
Here are a few pointers to help you stay focused on the task at hand:

3 Take time to relax. Passing the GED test is an important milestone in life. Make sure you
leave a bit of time to relax, both while you prepare for the test sections and just before you
take them. Relaxing has a place in preparing as long as it doesn't become your main activity.

3 Make sure that you know the rules of the room before you begin. The earlier section,
“Exam room rules,” explains most of these rules. If you have questions about using the
bathroom during the test or what to do if you finish early, ask the proctor before you begin. If
you don't want to ask these questions in public, call the GED office in your area before test day,
and ask your questions over the telephone. For general GED questions, call 877-392-6433 or
check outhttps://ged.com. This site has many pages, but the FAQ page is always a good
place to start.

3 Stay calm. Your nerves can use up a lot of energy needed for the test. Concentrate on the job
at hand. You can always be nervous or panicky some other time.

Because taking standardized tests probably isn't a usual situation for you, you may feel ner-
vous. This is perfectly normal. Just try to focus on answering one question at a time and push
any other thoughts to the back of your mind. Sometimes taking a few deep breaths can clear
your mind.

Watching the clock: Using your time wisely

When you start the GED test, you may feel pressed for time and have the urge to rush through the
questions. I strongly advise that you don’t. You have sufficient time to do the test at a reasonable
pace. You have only a certain amount of time for each section in the GED exam, so time manage-
ment is an important part of succeeding on the test. You need to plan ahead and use your time
wisely.

During the test, the computer keeps you constantly aware of the time with a clock in the upper-
right corner. Pay attention to the clock. When the test begins, check that time, and be sure to
monitor how much time you have left as you work your way through the test.

As you start, the opening screen will tell you the number of questions you have to answer. Quickly
divide the time by the number of questions. Doing so can give you a rough idea of how much time
to spend on each question. For example, on the Mathematical Reasoning test, suppose that you
have 50 questions to answer. You have 115 minutes to complete the test. Divide the time by the
number of questions to find out how much time you have for each one: 115/50 = 2.3 minutes or
2 minutes and 18 seconds per question. As you progress, repeat the calculation to see how you’re
doing.

Remember that you can answer the questions in any order, except for the RLA Extended Response.
Do the easiest questions first. If you come to a question that will take a long time to answer (such
as a complicated math question), skip it. If you get stuck on a question, leave it and come back to
it later if you have time. If you are unsure of an answer, use the Flag for Review button to mark it
S0 you can return to it later if you have time. The Review screen will help you quickly find and
return to flagged and skipped questions later in the test. In the meantime, you can keep to that
schedule and answer as many questions as possible.
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The following general time-management tips to help you complete each exam on time:

3 Measure the time you have to answer each question without spending more time on
timing than answering. Group questions together; for example, calculate how much time
you have for each question on each test. Multiply the answer by 5 to give you a time slot for
any five test questions. Then try to make sure that you answer each group of five questions
within the time you've calculated. Doing so helps you complete all the questions and leaves
you several minutes for review.

3 Keep calm and don’t panic. The time you spend panicking could be better spent answering
questions.

3 Practice using the sample test in this book and the online-only test. The more you
practice timed sample test questions, the easier managing a timed test becomes. You can get
used to doing something in a limited amount of time if you practice. Block 4 is a shortened
practice test.

When time is up, immediately stop and breathe a sigh of relief. When the test ends, the examiner
will give you a log-off procedure. Listen for instructions on what to do or where to go next.

Addressing and answering questions

When you start the test, you want to have a game plan in place for how to answer the questions.
Keep the following tips in mind to help you address each question:

3 Whenever you read a question, ask yourself, “What am | being asked?” Doing so helps
you stay focused on what you need to find out to answer the question. Then try to answer it.

3 Try to eliminate some answers. Even if you don't really know the answer, the process of
elimination can help. When you're offered four answer choices, some will be obviously wrong.
Eliminate those choices, and you improve your odds of guessing a correct answer.

3 Don't overthink. Because all the questions are straightforward, don't look for trick questions.
The questions ask for an answer based on the information given.

3 Find the best answer and quickly verify that it answers the question. If it does, click on
that choice and move on. If it doesn't, leave it and come back to it after you answer all the
other questions, if you have time. Remember: You need to pick the most correct answer from
the choices offered. It may not be the perfect answer, but it is what is required.

Guess for success: Using intelligent guessing

The multiple-choice questions, regardless of the on-screen format, provide you with four possi-
ble answers. You get between one and three points for every correct answer. Nothing is subtracted
for incorrect answers. That means you can guess on the questions you don’t know for sure with-

rememser  out fear that you’ll lose points. Make educated guesses by eliminating as many obviously wrong
choices as possible and choosing from just one or two remaining choices.

Removing one or two choices you know are wrong makes choosing the correct answer much more
likely. For example, if you know that two of the answers are wrong, you leave yourself only two
possible answers to choose from, giving you a 50 percent (1 in 2) chance of guessing right —
much better than 25 percent!
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Try to spot the wrong choices by following these tips:

3 Make sure that the answer choice really answers the question. Wrong choices usually
don't answer the question — that is, they may sound good, but they answer a different
question than the one the test asks.

3 When two answer choices seem very close, consider both of them carefully because
they both can’t be right — but they both can be wrong. Some answer choices may be very
close, and all seem correct, but there's a fine line between completely correct and nearly
correct. Be careful. These answer choices are sometimes given to see whether you really
understand the material.

3 Look for opposite answers in the hopes that you can eliminate one. If two answers
contradict each other, both can't be right, but both can be wrong.

¥ Trust your instincts. Some wrong choices may just strike you as wrong when you first read
them. If you spend time preparing for the test, you probably know more than you think.

Leaving time for review

Having a few minutes at the end of a test to check your work is a great way to set your mind at
ease. As soon as you answer the last question, the test will take you to the Review screen, which
will show you a list of all the questions, and whether you skipped or flagged any questions. This
way, you can quickly review any questions that may be troubling and go back and answer any
ones you skipped earlier. Keep the following tips in mind as you review your answers:

3 Figure out how much time you have per remaining question, and try to answer each
question in a little less than that time. The extra seconds you don't use the first time
through the test add up to time at the end of the test for review. Some questions require more
thought and decision-making than others. Use your extra seconds to answer those questions.

3 Don’t change a lot of answers at the last minute. Second-guessing yourself can lead to
trouble. Often, second-guessing leads you to changing correct answers to incorrect ones.
Numerous studies show that when a test-taker changes an answer selection, the new selection
is usually incorrect. If you have prepared well and worked numerous sample questions, then
you're likely to get the correct answers the first time. Ignoring all your preparation and
knowledge to play a hunch isn't a good idea, either at the racetrack or on a test.

3 If you cannot answer all the questions in the time remaining, answer them randomly.
There is no guessing penalty on the GED, so don't leave any questions unanswered. The one or
two points you pick up from answering all the questions may be the points you need to pass.

3 On the Extended Response section, use any remaining time to reread and review your
final essay. You may have written a good essay, but you always need to check for typos and
grammar mistakes. The essay is evaluated for style, content, and proper English. That includes
spelling and grammar.

The Flag for Review button is a very useful feature on all four tests. This button allows you to
mark questions for review later. You can select an answer and then press Flag for Review, or sim-
ply press Flag for Review without selecting an answer. At the end of the test, or at any time, you
can go to the Review screen, which shows all the questions that are flagged or skipped. This way,
you can return to these questions quickly at any time. When you complete the test, you will also
be taken to this screen (as long as there is time remaining). You can continue to check your
answers or complete unanswered questions until time runs out.
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To pass, you need to score a minimum of 145 on each section of the test, and you must pass each
section of the test to earn your GED diploma. If you achieve a passing score, congratulate yourself:
You’ve scored better than at least 40 percent of today’s high school graduates, and you’re now a
graduate of the largest virtual school in the country. And if your scores range between 165 and
174, you’ve reached the GED College Ready level. This means you may be able to start your college
studies right away without any additional college-readiness classes. This can save you time and
money. If your scores are even higher, between 175 and 200, you’ve reached the lofty GED College
Ready + Credit level. Depending on the policies of your institution, you can qualify for college
credit in each of the GED subject areas.

If you score at the College-Ready or College Ready + Credit level, shop around at various colleges
and universities. Some institutions may be more willing than others to waive requirements or
grant credit. For example, you can start at a community college that grants credit. Then those
credits will be on your transcript if you later go on to a four-year college.

There is more good news. Scores from the computer-based and online tests do not expire, so if
you passed some sections years ago, you do not need to take them again. And if you took a test
between 2014 and 2016 and scored below 150 but above 145, you will now get credit for passing
that section of the test. (The passing score was lowered from 150 to 145 at that time.) Your tran-
script should have been adjusted automatically, so check your transcript at https://ged.com;
there may be good news waiting for you. The following sections address a few more points you
may want to know about how the GED test is scored and what you can do if you score poorly on
some or all of the test sections.

Identifying how scores are determined

Correct answers may be worth one, two, or more points, depending on the question and the level
of difficulty. The Extended Response (also known as the essay) is scored separately. However, the
Extended Response is only one part of the Reasoning through Language Arts test. On each test
section, you must accumulate a minimum of 145 points.

Retaking a test to improve your score

If you discover that your score is less than 145 on any test section, start planning to retake the
test(s) — and make sure you leave plenty of time for additional studying and preparing.

As soon as possible after seeing your results, check out the rules for retaking that section of the
test at https://ged.com. Remember, you need to retake only those sections of the test that you
didn’t pass. Any sections you pass are completed and count toward your diploma. Furthermore,
the detailed feedback you receive on your results will help you discover areas that need more work
before retaking a section of the test. That information can help you determine the sections of this
book to review or whether you want to sign up for a class. You can find nearby adult education
centers on https://ged.com.

No matter what score you receive on your first round of the section, don’t be afraid to retake any
section that you didn’t pass. After you’ve taken it once, you know what you need to work on, and
you know exactly what to expect on test day. Just take a deep breath and get ready to prepare
some more before you take your next test.
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Block 2
Preparing for the Test

o be ready for the GRE, you need to know what’s on the test and get some tips for respond-

ing for the seemingly endless questions you must answer in a short amount of time. In

other words, this block helps you put on your game face before you walk into the exam
room. You’ll know what you need to know, or if you’re not sure of the answers, you’ll have some
strategies for getting through it.

Exploring the Language Arts Test

The Reasoning through Language Arts (RLA) test evaluates your ability to do the following:

3 Apply skills in reading comprehension.
3 Apply writing skills to create a logical and effective extended response (essay).

3 Apply concepts in grammar and language to correct errors in writing. Grammar is the basic
structure of language — you know: subjects, verbs, sentences, fragments, and all that.
Language includes vocabulary, usage, punctuation, capitalization, and other features of
written English.

Most of what you’re tested on the RLA test is stuff that you’ve picked up over the years, either in
school or just by speaking, reading, and observing. However, to help you prepare better for this
test, I give you some more skill-building tips in this block.

Choosing wisely in the reading component

In today’s society, being able to comprehend, analyze, and apply something you’ve read is the
strongest predictor of career and college readiness and an important skill set to have. In the
following sections, you explore the four aspects of good reading skills: comprehension, analysis,
command of evidence, and synthesis.

The RLA test Reading Comprehension component consists of excerpts from fiction and nonfiction

prose. You’re presented with a reading passage (or in some cases, two related reading passages)
followed by a series of multiple-choice and drag-and-drop questions.
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Understanding types of reading comprehension questions

The questions on the RLA reading portion of the test focus on the following skills, which you’re
expected to be able to use as you read both fiction and nonfiction passages.

3 Comprehension: Questions that test your comprehension skills assess your ability to do close
reading — that is, to read a source of information thoughtfully so that you have a precise
understanding of what you've read and can restate the information in your own words. Items
may also ask you to show understanding by ordering events in a passage or to rephrase what
you read without losing the meaning of the passage. In addition, items can ask you to show
how the details support the main idea. Other items ask you to determine the meaning of
specific words in context and grasp how a writer's use of a particular word or phrase affects
the meaning of a sentence, a paragraph, or the entire passage.

3 Analysis: Questions that test your analysis skills assess your ability to draw conclusions,
understand consequences, and make inferences about the passage. To answer these ques-
tions, make sure your answers are based only on the information in the passage and not on
outside knowledge or the online article you read last week. Items may ask you to explain how
parts of the passage (such as paragraphs, sentences, and examples) work together to accom-
plish the writer's purpose. Other items may ask you to show how transitional words and
phrases (such as however and for example) signal relationships among ideas in the passage.
Other items may ask you to analyze the writer's purposes in writing the passage — to
convince, to share knowledge with the reader, or even to amuse the reader!

3 Command of evidence: These questions assess your ability to identify and evaluate evidence.
You need to understand the passage writer's point of view in order to assess the strength and
weakness of their position. Some questions will ask you to identify the evidence that the author
uses for support. Other times, you will have to identify among the options additional support-
ing evidence. Other questions will ask you whether the author’s evidence offers valid support
for a position, or merely an opinion or belief unsupported by reasons, examples, or facts.

¥ Synthesis: Questions that test your synthesis skills assess your ability to take information in
one form and in one location and put it together with information in another context. Here,
you get a chance to make connections between two related passages and compare and
contrast them. You may be asked to compare and contrast the tone, point of view, style,
effectiveness, or purposes of the passages — and saying that the purpose of a passage
is to confuse and confound test-takers isn't the answer!

Some reading questions may ask you to use information in the source text passages combined

with information presented in the questions. So make sure you use all the information that you

have available. And don’t forget to use the tabs and scroll bars to reveal the complete passage and
rRememBer  question — you never know where an answer may come from.

Developing skills to read well

To succeed on the RLA test, you can prepare in advance by improving your reading skills. Here are
some of the best ways you can prepare:

3 Read as often as you can. This strategy is the best one and is by far the simplest, because
reading exposes you to correct grammar. What you read makes a difference. Reading catalogs
may increase your product knowledge and improve your research skills, but reading literature
is preferable because it introduces you to so many rules of grammar. Reading fiction exposes
you to interesting words and sentences. It shows you how paragraphs tie into one another
and how each paragraph has a topic and generally sticks to it. Reading historical fiction can
give you some insight into what led up to today and can also help you with the Social Studies
test (discussed later in this block).
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Reading nonfiction — from instructions to business letters, from press releases to history
books and historical documents — is also extremely important. Nonfiction generally uses a
formal style, the kind expected of you when you write an essay for the Extended Response
item. Older documents can be a special problem because the writing style is very different
from what's common today. Getting familiar with such documents will help you get better
results and even help with your Social Studies test.

Read everything you can get your hands on — even cereal boxes — and identify what kind of
reading you're doing. Read about topics that interest you, which can include subjects as varied
as new cars, sports reporting, healthcare news, or money-saving tips. Reading aloud to your
children at bedtime also counts and so does reading on your phone while you are on the bus
or waiting to see your doctor. Ask yourself questions about your reading and see how much of
it you can remember.

3 Develop your reading speed. Reading is wonderful, but reading quickly is even better — it
gets you through the test with time to spare. Do a quick Internet search to find plenty of
material that can help you read faster. Whatever method you use, try to improve your reading
rate without hurting your overall reading comprehension.

¥ Read carefully. When you read, read carefully and think about what you're reading. This is
called active reading: Your brain is working as hard as your eyes are. If reading novels, stories,
or historical documents is unfamiliar to you, read these items even more carefully and
thoughtfully. The more carefully you read any material, the easier itll be for you to get the right
answers on the test.

¥ Ask questions. Ask yourself questions about what you read. Could you take a newspaper
article and reduce the content to four bulleted points and still summarize the article accu-
rately? Do you understand the main ideas well enough to explain them to a stranger?

Ask for help if you don't understand something that you read. You may want to form a study
group and work with other people. If you're taking a test-preparation course, ask the instructor
for help when you need it. If you have family, friends, or coworkers who can help, ask them.

3 Use a dictionary. Not many people understand every word they read, so use a dictionary.
There are many good free or inexpensive dictionary apps for your computer or smartphone.
Looking up unfamiliar words increases your vocabulary, which, in turn, makes passages on the
Reasoning through Language Arts test easier to understand. If you have a thesaurus, use it,
too. Often, knowing a synonym for the word you don't know is helpful. Plus, it improves your
Scrabble game!

3 Use new words. A new word doesn’t usually become part of your vocabulary until you put it
to use in your everyday language. When you come across a new word, make sure you know its
meaning and try to use it in a sentence. Then try to work it into conversation for a day or two.
After a while, this challenge can make each day more exciting. If you don't know what you don't
know, then you can find lists of important words online, such as “the 100 most commonly
misspelled or misunderstood words"” or “words important to pass the GED.” These can be a
good start to increasing your vocabulary.

All the information you need to answer the reading questions is given in the passages or in the
text of the questions that accompany the passages.

Succeeding on the extended response essay

The Extended Response item is one of the components of the GED test that test-takers worry
about the most. Let’s face it, not everyone likes to write, and you may even have bad memories of
writing essays in school. I can’t make all of that go away, but I can give you some strategies and
tips that will help you on test day — and in further education, if you decide to go to college.
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Remember that a real essay is a work of art that takes days of thinking, research, writing and
revision. You can’t do all that in 45 minutes, and you don’t need to. For a GED essay, you just need
to produce a writing sample that demonstrates the critical thinking and writing skills the GED
folks are looking for. Understanding the tips in this section will help you do just that!

20 minutes writing, and 10 minutes editing and revising. This schedule is a tight one, though, so
if your keyboarding is slow, consider allowing more time for writing. And remember, no one but

TIP you will see anything but the final version, so don’t worry if you make mistakes while you type.
Keep moving and correct these mistakes when you edit and revise. The following sections explain
how to fit each step of this process into the 45 minutes you have to write your essay.

‘ A good plan of action is to spend 5 minutes reading and annotating, 10 minutes planning,

Reading and annotating the prompt (5 minutes)

The essay test has only one item: a prompt on which you have to write a short essay.

The test presents you with two passages of argumentation. That means each writer takes a
position on an issue. You must examine the positions, determine which is the stronger and best-
defended one, and write an essay of four or more paragraphs explaining why you made that
choice. You have to do that regardless of how you feel about the issue. The point is to analyze and
show that you understand the strategies used to defend these positions.

Although you cannot choose the topic of your essay, keep in mind that the test developers look for
topics that most adults will know something about and be able to relate to. The topics will avoid
areas that are sensitive or controversial. You can be sure that politics, religion, and other areas of
personal belief will not come up.

Before you begin writing your essay, read the topic carefully (at least twice) and ask yourself what
the topic means to you. Determine what the two positions presented in the source texts are.

Next, gather ideas. On the reading screen, you can highlight key pieces of evidence that you want
to use in your essay. As you read and highlight, write notes on the erasable tablet or type them
into the on-screen whiteboard. In your notes, analyze the arguments for logical consistency,
illogical conclusions, and false reasoning. This is where your critical thinking skills come into
play. Does Point A from the author really make sense? Is it valid and backed by facts? Don’t worry
about the order in which you write your ideas, You can sort through all the information in the
next phase. Don’t worry about correct grammar or spelling either. No one but you will see
your notes.

For example, if the essay item presents you with two source texts, one in favor of daylight savings
time and the other opposed, and then asks you to evaluate the arguments, you need to begin by
considering which text is more convincing — that is, which text presents the better and stronger
argument. Then you need to look at and evaluate all the supporting evidence presented by the two
sides of the argument.

Planning your essay (10 minutes)

In the planning stage of your essay, look over your highlights and notes and organize them into
a logical argument. These steps can guide your planning process:

1. Findan introduction, such as, “The argument that daylight savings time has outlived its

usefulness makes the stronger case.” Write this sentence above your brainstorming notes.

2. Lookatthe points you came up with earlier that strongly back up your position. Number them
in the most effective order.
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3. Add some ideas from the reading that you think are false or flawed, so you can address them in
g Y y
your essay too. All these ideas will be the body of your essay.

It's important to stick with the points presented in the source texts and not wander off into your
own opinions about the topic.

4, Now, write a concluding sentence, such as, “The argument against daylight savings time is
stronger. Although once useful, the enormous cost, confusion, and lack of clear benefits show
that it's an idea past its time.” Glancing at your introduction and the essay topic itself, select
points that strengthen your conclusion. Some of these points may be the same ones you used
in your introduction.

Your plan will likely look something like this.:

¥ Introduction. “The argument that daylight savings time has outlived its usefulness makes the
stronger case.”

3 Body.
List the appropriate supporting evidence in order of importance.
List false arguments or flawed arguments made by either side of the discussion.

¥ Conclusion. “Although daylight savings time was helpful in a bygone day, the changeover
twice a year costs Americans billions of dollars in needless expense, lost wages, and inconven-
ience without any clear benefit to people’s lives.”

Now reflect again. Can you add any more points to improve the essay? Don’t just add points to
have more points, though. This isn’t a contest for who can come up with the most points. You
want to have logically written points that support your argument.

Look over your outline again. Can you combine any parts to make it tighter? Do you want to add
an example? Or change the organization? Now’s the time!

When you are satisfied with your outline, you’re ready to go on to the next step: drafting your
essay.

Writing (20 minutes)

During the writing stage, you think in more detail about the points you came up with in the plan-
ning stage, and type your words on-screen. Begin writing and keep going. Don’t get bogged down
on spelling or grammar. You can fix those later. Just write organized paragraphs and logical
sentences.

Each paragraph starts with an introductory sentence, which sets up the paragraph content, and
ends with a transition sentence that leads from the paragraph you’re on to the next one. If you put
your sentences in a logical order from introduction to transition, you start to see paragraphs — as
well as your essay — emerge.

Editing and revising (10 minutes)

Now comes the hard part. You have to be your own editor. Turn off your ego and remember that
every word is written on a computer screen, not carved in stone. Make your work better by editing
and revising it. Make this the best piece of writing you’ve ever done — in a 45-minute time block,
of course.
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When you’re ready to edit and revise, scroll through your essay twice: once for content and again
for standards of conventional English. First, read it to make sure that you are satisfied with the
content of the essay. Does it make sense? Does it use good examples from the passages? Does it
follow a logical order? If it doesn’t, you may need to revise. Ask yourself whether each paragraph
contributes to your argument. If it doesn’t, you may need to do more revising. It could be some-
thing as simple as changing the order of the paragraphs, deleting something, or adding transi-
tional phrases.

Then reread your essay for standards of conventional English. Look for errors in spelling, capi-
talization, subject-verb agreement, and punctuation. If you quote directly from one of the arti-
cles, make sure that you use quotation marks correctly. Check for these errors last because this
area is the least important of the criteria used to score your essay. If your essay has good ideas, is
written in sentences and paragraphs, flows logically, and has only a few small errors that do not
interfere with understanding, you are 90 percent there!

Checking for a winning essay

The key points in the essay evaluation appear in the following list. If you have all these charac-
teristics in your essay, your chances of receiving a high score are pretty good:

¥ You've read and understood the two source texts and selected the argument that has the
best support.

¥ Your essay clearly explains why you made your choice, using proof from the source texts.
¥ Your essay is clearly written and well organized.

3 The evidence you present is developed logically and clearly.

¥ You use transitions throughout the essay for a smooth flow among ideas.

3 You use appropriate vocabulary, varied sentence structure, and standard English grammar
and spelling.

Improving your essay-writing skills

The Extended Response essay requires some very specific skills, ranging from grammar and
proper language usage to comprehension and analysis skills. If you’ve ever had an argument
about who has the best team or which employer is better, you already know how to assess argu-
ments and respond. Now you need to hone those skills. As you prepare for the RLA Extended
Response, do the following:

¥ Read, read, and read some more. Just as for the other parts of the RLA test (and most other
tests on the GED), reading is important. Reading exposes you to well-crafted sentences, which
can help you improve your own writing.

As you read, make an outline of the paragraphs or chapters that you read to see how the
material ties together. Try using your outline to write some of the paragraphs in your own
words, and compare what you write to the original. This exercise gives you practice in writing
organized, cohesive sentences and paragraphs, which can go a long way on the essay test.

3 Practice writing on a topic (and not going off topic!). Your essay must relate to the given
topic as closely as possible. If the test asks you to analyze two positions about daylight savings
time and you write about how much you love the summertime, you can kiss your good score
on this part of the test goodbye.
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To help you practice staying on topic, read the newspaper and write a letter to the editor or a
response to a columnist. Because you're responding to a very narrow topic that appeared in a
particular newspaper article, you have to do so clearly and concisely — if you ever want to see
it in print. You can also find an example essay question in Block 3 and a practice essay in
Block 4.

3 Think about and use appropriate examples. You're dealing with information presented in
the source text. You'll find information in the source text that will support or contradict the
position you are to argue. When you take a position, you need to use materials from the
source text to support your position. Use that information. Look for flaws in the logic. You can
find good examples of such arguments in the editorial section of a newspaper or in blogs.
Look at how the writers develop their arguments, use logic to support their positions, and
perhaps use false logic or flawed reasoning to persuade the readers.

3 Practice editing your own work. When you take the test, the only person able to edit your
essay is you. If that thought scares you, practice editing your own work now. Take a writing
workshop or get help from someone who knows how to edit. Practice writing a lot of essays
and don't forget to review and edit them as soon as you're done writing.

¥ Practice general writing. If writing connected paragraphs isn't one of your strengths, practice
doing so! Write long emails. Write long letters. Write to your member of Congress. Write to
your friends. Write articles for community newspapers. Write short stories. Write anything you
want — whatever you do, just keep writing.

3 Practice keyboarding. To write an essay in 45 minutes, you need to be ready to type quickly
and accurately. So use a computer as much as possible. To simulate real testing conditions,
turn off the spell-checker and grammar-checker. When you finish, turn them back on to get
some instant feedback about your work. If you don't own a computer, try to find one at your
public library or an adult education center. If the center has classes or tutorials on keyboard-
ing, take advantage of them!

Tackling grammar and language questions

In the Grammar and Language section of the GED, your task is to read, revise, and edit documents
that may include how-to information, informational texts, and workplace materials. Because all
the questions use the drop-down menu format, you don’t have to come up with the answers all
on your own. You just have to find each answer among the four choices.

The Grammar and Language component of the RLA test evaluates you on the following types of
skills. Note that unlike the other GED test sections, this component of the RLA test expects that
you know or at least are familiar with the rules of grammar. Just looking at the passages provided
won’t do you much good if you don’t understand the basics of these rules already.

3 Mechanics: You don't have to become a professional writer to pass this test, but you should
know or review basic mechanics. Check out English Grammar For Dummies, 2nd Edition, by
Geraldine Woods (Wiley), or search for specific topics on websites like Grammar Girl (www .
quickanddirtytips.com/grammar—girl/) or Khan Academy (www.khanacademy .org) to
review what you should know or may have forgotten. The mechanics of writing include the
following:

Capitalization: You have to recognize which words start with a capital letter and which
words don't. All sentences start with a capital letter, but so do titles, like Miss, President, and
Senator, when they're followed by a person’s name. Names of cities, states, and countries
are also capitalized.
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Punctuation: This area of writing mechanics includes everyone’s personal favorite:
commas. (Actually, most people hate commas because they aren't sure how to use them,
but the basic rules are simple.) The more you read, the better you get at punctuation. If
you're reading and don't understand why punctuation is or isn't used, check with your
grammar guidebook or the Internet.

The comma is the most misused punctuation mark in English. Always think carefully before
you add or remove a comma.

Spelling: You don't have to spot a lot of misspelled words, but you do have to know how to
spell contractions and possessives and understand the different spellings of homonyms —
words that sound the same but have different spellings and meanings, like their and there.

Contractions: This area of writing mechanics has nothing to do with those painful
moments before childbirth! Instead, contractions are formed when the English language
shortens and combines two words by leaving out one or more letters. For example, when
you say or write can't, you're using a shortened form of cannot.

The important thing to remember about contractions is that the apostrophe (that's a single
quotation mark) takes the place of the letter or letters that are left out. That's why we write
can't. The apostrophe takes the place of n and o.

Possessives: Do you know people who are possessive? They're all about ownership, right?
So is the grammar form of possessives. Possessives are words that show ownership or
possession, usually by adding an apostrophe and an s to a person'’s or object's name. If
Marcia owns a car, that car is Marcia’s car. The word Marcia’s is a possessive. Make sure you
know the difference between singular and plural possessives. For example: “The girl’s coat
is torn.” (Girl is singular, so the apostrophe goes before the s.) “The girls’ coats are torn.”
(Girls is plural, so the apostrophe goes after the s.) When working with plural possessives,
form the plural first and then add the apostrophe.

Some plural nouns, such as women, do not end in s, so the plural possessive is formed with
‘s: “The women's coats are torn.”

3 Grammar: Grammar focuses on the basic rules for forming correct sentences. As with

»

mechanics, English Grammar For Dummies, Grammar Girl, or Khan Academy can help you with
commonly tested items such as the following.

Complete and incomplete sentences: These include run-on sentences, sentence
fragments, and improperly joined sentences. For example, “The quick red fox jumped over
the lazy brown dog the dog kept on sleeping,” runs two sentences together. Fix the error
with a comma and but: “The quick red fox jumped over the lazy brown dog, but the dog
kept on sleeping.”

Proper agreement: In written English, the subject and the verb of a sentence should agree.
For example, “Matilda and her sister is watching TV and knitting” is incorrect. To correct this
sentence, change is to are to agree with the subject of the sentence, Matilda and her sister,
which is plural.

Correct word order: Words should be in the correct order. For example, “She bought
some orange, ugly, fake flowers,” should be changed to, “She bought some ugly, fake,
orange flowers.”

Extensive reading before the test can give you a good idea of how good sentences are struc-
tured and put together. The advice here is to read, read, and read some more.

Usage: This broad category covers a lot of topics. English has a wide variety of rules, and these
questions test your knowledge and understanding of those rules. Verbs have tenses that must
be consistent. Pronouns must refer back to nouns properly. If the last two sentences sound
like Greek to you, make sure you review usage rules. They also cover vocabulary and standard
English usage. People have become very comfortable with short forms used in texting, but
“LOL" or “C U L8R" aren’t acceptable in standard writing.
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Having a firm grasp of these writing conventions can help you get a more accurate picture of the
types of questions you’ll encounter on this part of the test.

Surveying the Social Studies Test

©
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The GED Social Studies test assesses your skills in understanding and interpreting concepts and
principles in civics, history, geography, and economics. Consider this test as a kind of crash
course in where you’ve been, where you are, and how you can continue living there. You can apply
the types of skills tested on the Social Studies test to your experience in community, school, and
workplace situations as a citizen, a consumer, or an employee.

This test includes questions based on a variety of written passages and visual content taken from
academic, community, and workplace materials, including both primary and secondary sources.
The materials in this test are like those you see in most online news content. Reading well-
written, reliable news sources regularly can help you become familiar with the style and
vocabulary of the passages you find on the GED. Pay attention to articles on politics, the govern-
ment, the Supreme Court, and the economy. For history, any number of websites have articles on
U.S. or world history.

The Social Studies test consists of 50 multiple-choice questions on civics and government (about
50 percent of the test), U.S. history (about 20 percent of the test), economics (about 15 percent of
the test), and geography and the world (about 15 percent of the test). You have 70 minutes to
complete this section.

The types of questions that you encounter on the Social Studies test include multiple-choice,
fill-in-the-blank, drag-and-drop, and drop-down-menu.

There are two broad categories of source materials for the questions on the test. These source
materials consist of textual materials, something with which you’re probably already quite famil-
iar, and visuals like maps, diagrams, graphs, and tables. Each kind of material requires careful
reading, even the visuals, because information can be buried anywhere, and you need to extract
it. The materials require you to read thoughtfully, make inferences, come to conclusions, and
then determine the answer. The following sections help you understand the questions that use
these different materials.

Questions about text passages

About half of the questions on the Social Studies test are based on textual passages, followed by a
question or a series of questions. Your job is to read the passage and then answer the question or
questions about it.

When you’re reading these passages on the test (or in any of the practice questions or tests in this
book), read between the lines and look at the implications and assumptions in the passages. An
implication is something you can understand from what’s written, even though it isn’t directly
stated. An assumption is something you can accept as the truth, even though proof isn’t directly
presented in the text.

Be sure to read each question carefully so you know exactly what it’s asking. Read the answer
choices and go through the text again, carefully. If the question asks for certain facts, you’ll be
able to find them right in the passage. If it asks for opinions, you may find those opinions stated
directly in the passage, or they may simply be implied (and they may not match your own
opinions, but you still have to answer with the best choice based on the material presented).
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Answer each question using only the information given. An answer may be incorrect in your opin-
ion, but according to the passage, it’s correct (or vice versa). Go with the information presented
and select the best answer choice.

Questions about visual materials

To make sure you don’t get bored, many of the questions on the Social Studies test are based on
maps, graphs, tables, political cartoons, diagrams, photographs, and artistic works. You need to
be prepared to deal with all these types of visual materials. Some questions combine visual mate-
rial and text.

If you’re unsure of how to read a map, go to any search engine and search for “map reading help”
or “map reading skills” to find sites that explain how to read a map. If any of the other types of
visual materials cause you concern, try similar searches, such as “graph reading skills,” “under-
standing tables,” or “interpreting political cartoons.” You will get lots of tips and advice, plus
plenty of maps, graphs, tables, and political cartoons to look at.

All the visual items you have to review on this test should be familiar to you. Now all you have to
do is practice until your skills in reading and understanding them increase. Then you, too, can
discuss the latest political cartoon or pontificate about a work of art. The following sections offer
tips on interpreting each type of visual material you might see on the GED.

Maps

Maps show you more than the location of places. They also give you information, and knowing
how to decode that information is essential. A map may show you where Charleston is located, but
it can also show you how the land around Charleston is used, what the climate in the area is like,
or whether the population there is growing or declining. Start by examining the print information
with the map, the legend (the table explaining the symbols used on the map), title, and key to the
colors or symbols on the map. Then look at what the question requires you to find. Now you can
find that information quickly by relating the answer choices to what the map shows.

For example, the map in Figure 2-1 shows you the following information:

3 The population of the United States for 2020

3 The population by state, by size range

Indirectly, the map also shows you much more. It allows you to compare the population of states
with a quick glance. For example, you can see that Florida has a larger population than Montana,
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming combined. If you were asked what the relationship is
between a state’s size and population, you could argue, based on this map, that there isn’t much
relationship. You could also show that the states in the northeast have a higher population den-
sity than the states in the Midwest. This is part of the skill of analyzing maps.

Graphs

Every time you turn around, someone in the media is trying to make a point with a graph. The
types of graphs you see in Figure 2-2 are very typical examples. The real reason people use graphs
to explain themselves so often is that a graph can clearly show trends and relationships between
different sets of information. The three graphs in Figure 2-2 are best suited for a particular use.
For example, bar graphs are great for comparing items over time, line graphs show changes over
time, and pie charts show you proportions. The next time you see a graph, such as the ones in
Figure 2-2, study it.
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FIGURE 2-1:
Population
of U.S.
states,
District of
Columbia,
and Puerto
Rico, 2020
Census Map.

FIGURE 2-2:
Examples
of different
graphs.
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Be sure to look carefully at the scale of graphs; even visual information can fool you. A bar graph
that appears to show a rapid rise of something may, in fact, show no such thing. It may only look
that way because the bottom of the chart doesn’t start with values of zero. Check carefully to
make sure you understand what the information in the graph is telling you.

Tables

Tables are everywhere. If you’ve ever looked at the nutrition label on a food product, you’ve read
a table. Study any table you can find, whether in a newspaper or on the back of a can of tuna. The
population data table in Figure 2-3 is an example of the kinds of data you may see on the test.
That table shows you a lot of information, but you can extract quite a bit more information that
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FIGURE 2-3:
Population
data table.
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isn’t stated. Some mental math tells you that according to the data in the table, around 236,000
people were serving outside the United States in the armed forces in December 2020. How do you
know that? Just subtract the number in the Resident Population column from the Resident Popula-
tion Plus Armed Forces Overseas column. You can also calculate the change in the overall population,
the rate of increase of the population, and even the size of the armed forces stationed in the
United States compared to serving overseas.

Monthly Population Estimates for the United States, 2020

Resident Population
Plus Armed Forces
Month Resident Population Overseas Civilian Population

January 1 329,135,084 329,371,559 327,948,163
February 1 329,237,661 329,474,136 328,050,740
March 1 329,342,883 329,579,358 328,155,962
April 1 329,459,499 329,695,974 328,272,578
May 1 329,588,430 329,824,905 328,401,509
June 1 329,726,295 329,962,770 328,539,374
July 1 329,877,505 330,113,980 328,690,584
August 1 330,047,526 330,284,001 328,860,605
September 1 330,215,986 330,452,461 329,029,065
October 1 330,382,026 330,618,501 329,195,105
November 1 330,528,990 330,765,465 329,342,069
December 1 330,656,950 330,893,425 329,470,029

Source: Adapted from U.S. Census Bureau

Tables are also sometimes called charts, which can be a little confusing, because graphs can also
be called charts. Regardless of what they’re called, you need to be prepared to extract information
even if it isn’t stated directly. That’s what makes maps and tables and graphs such fun.

Political cartoons

Political cartoons appear in the newspapers and online every day. If you don’t read political
cartoons in the daily newspaper (usually located in the “Editorial,” “Op-Ed,” or “Opinion” pages
in print or online), give them a try. Some days, they’re the best entertainment in the paper.
Political cartoons are usually based on an event in the last day or week. They can be nasty or
funny and are always biased. To get the most out of political cartoons, look for small details, facial
expressions, and background clues. The cartoons on the test are obviously older than the ones in
daily newspapers and may include political cartoons from America’s past. If so, you need to use
your knowledge of American history. But don’t worry — whether the cartoon is about war,
politics, or the economy, the context will be clear. To become more familiar with past cartoons,
search for “political cartoons” online. You can also find websites that build skills for interpreting
political cartoons.

Photographs and artwork

You’ve no doubt seen countless photographs in your day. Photos are all around you. All you need
to do to prepare for the photograph-based questions on the test is to begin getting information
from the photographs you see. Start with the newspapers or magazines, where photos are chosen
to provide information that connects directly to a story. See whether you can determine what
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message the photograph carries with it and how it relates to the story it supports. Use the caption
to help you understand the photo. If you don’t understand a word or two in the caption, use infor-
mation from the photo to help you figure it out.

You probably like to look at works of art. On the Social Studies test, you have a chance to “read”
works of art. You look at a work of art and gather information you can use to answer the item. To
get yourself ready to gather information from works of art on the test, visit an art museum (in
person or online), go on the Internet, or check out some library books. Luckily for you, books and
websites even give background and other explanations for these works. Online, the Smithsonian
National Museum of American History (https://americanhistory.si.edu) is a good place
to start.

Peering into the Science Test

TIP

Did you know that the passing rate for the GED Science test is 90 percent? That’s because the GED
Science test doesn’t test you on the depth of your knowledge of science. You're not expected to
memorize any scientific information to do well on this test. Instead, this test assesses your ability
to ferret out information presented in passages or visual materials. However, you should have at
least a passing background knowledge of science and scientific vocabulary. I explain the topics
you’re asked to read and answer questions about later in this section.

One of the best ways to improve your understanding of science material and scientific vocabulary
is to read scientific material, science magazines, websites, and even old textbooks. Look up any
words you don’t know. Rest easy that you aren’t expected to know the scientific difference
between terms like fission and fusion — but just being familiar with them can help you on the test.

And there’s more good news! Since the Science test is based on your ability to read and interpret
textual material, your preparation for the Reading Comprehension section of the Reading and
Language Arts test will help you on the Science test — and vice versa!

The Science test covers material from life science, physical science (chemistry and physics), and
earth and space science. You’re asked to read and understand the material and answer questions
correctly.

As you prepare to take the Science test, you’re expected to understand that science is all about
inquiry. In fact, inquiry forms the basis of the scientific method — the process every good scientist
follows when faced with an unknown. The steps of the scientific method are as follows:

Ask questions.

Gather information.

Do experiments.

Think objectively about what you find.

Look at other possible explanations.

Draw one or more possible conclusions.

Test the conclusion(s).

ONOUTA WNS=

Tell others what you found.
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FINDING SCIENCE ON THE INTERNET

The Internet can increase your scientific knowledge or simply introduce you to a new area of interest. If
you don't have an Internet connection at home or through a cell phone, try your local library or commu-
nity center.

To save yourself time as you begin your online search for additional practice in reading science material,
| suggest that you check out the following sites:

® www.els.net: Contains tons of information about life sciences.
® https://solarsystem.nasa.gov: Contains lots of intriguing earth- and space-related information.

® www.thoughtco.com/chemistry-4133594: Contains interesting information related to chemistry.
(Note that this is a commercial site, which means you'll see pesky banners and commercial links
amidst the interesting and helpful information.)

® www.thoughtco.com/physics-4133571: Contains some interesting physics lessons that are pre-
sented in an entertaining and informative manner.

® https://ged.com: The GED Testing Service's site, which contains a great deal of information, both
general and specific, regarding the Science test.

To explore on your own, go to your favorite search engine and type the science keywords you're most
interested in (biology, earth science, and chemistry, just to name a few examples). You can also use the
same keywords for a YouTube search and find many excellent videos explaining these topics.

Understanding the test format and topics

The Science test contains about 50 questions of different formats, which you have 90 minutes to
answer. As with the other test sections, the information and questions on the Science test are
straightforward — no one is trying to trick you. To answer the questions, you have to read and
interpret the passages or other visual materials provided with the questions (and you need a basic
understanding of science and the words scientists use when they communicate).

In terms of organization, some of the items are grouped in sets. Some items are stand-alone
questions based on one issue or topic. Some questions follow a given passage, chart, diagram,
graph, map, or table. Your job is to read or review the material and decide on the best answer for
each question based on the given material.

In terms of subject matter, the questions on the Science test check your knowledge in the follow-
ing areas.

3 Physical science: About 40 percent of the test is about physical science, which is the study of
atoms, chemical reactions, forces, and what happens when energy and matter get together.
As a basic review, keep the following in mind:

Everything is composed of atoms, even the paper or computer screen you're reading
right now!

When chemicals get together, they have a reaction — unless they're inert (which means
they don't react with other chemicals; inert chemicals are sort of like antisocial chemicals).
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You're surrounded by forces and their effects. (If the floor didn't exert a force up on you
when you stepped down, you would go through the floor.)

¥ Life science: Another 40 percent of the test covers life science — the study of cells, heredity,
and other processes that occur in living systems. All life is composed of cells, which you can see
under a microscope. Most life science-related books and websites have photographs of cells
that you can study. When someone tells you that you look like your parents or that you remind
them of another relative, they're talking about heredity. Reading a bit about heredity in
biology-related books can help you practice answering some of the questions on the
Science test.

3 Earth and space science: The remaining 20 percent of the test covers earth and space
science. This area of science looks at the earth and the universe, specifically weather,
astronomy, geology, rocks, erosion, and water.

When you look down at the ground as you walk, you're interacting with earth science. When
you look up at the stars on a clear night and wonder what's really up there, you're thinking
about space science. When you complain about the weather, you're complaining about earth
science. In a nutshell, you're surrounded by earth and space sciences, so you shouldn't have a
problem finding materials to read on this subject.

The topics on the Science test are focused on two main themes, both of which you probably deal
with on some level every day.

3 Human health and living systems: Who isn't concerned with being safe and healthy? After
all, it's your body and you need it. Most people try to eat nutritious meals, get some exercise,
and avoid getting sick. Understanding the human body and other living organisms is an
important part of science knowledge.

3 Energy and related systems: Energy powers your cars, cooks your food, heats your home,
turns on your lights, and keeps the planet going. Understanding how energy flows through
organisms and ecosystems can help you navigate your daily life and succeed on the
Science test.

You don’t have to memorize everything you read about science before you take the test. All the
answers to the test questions are based on information provided in the passages, or on the basic
knowledge about science that you’ve acquired over the years. However, any science reading you
do before the test increases your basic knowledge and improves your vocabulary. An improved
science vocabulary increases your chances of understanding and analyzing the passages and
answering the related test questions quickly.

Analyzing scientific text passages

The text passages on this test — and the questions that accompany them — are very similar to a
reading-comprehension test: You’re given textual material and you have to answer questions
about it. The passages present everything you need to answer the questions, but you usually have
to understand all the words used in those passages to figure out what they’re telling you (which
is why I recommend that you read as much science information as you can prior to the test).

The difference between the text passages on the Science test and other reading-comprehension
tests is that the terminology and examples are all about science. Thus, the more you read about
science, the more science words you’ll know, understand, and be comfortable seeing on the
test — which, as you may imagine, can greatly improve your chances of success.
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Keep the following tips and tricks in mind when answering questions about text passages:
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3 Read each passage and question carefully. Some of the questions on the Science test
assume that you know a little bit from past experience. For example, you may be expected to
know that a rocket is propelled forward by an engine firing backward. As you read, do the
following:

Try to understand the passage and think about what you already know about the subject.
If a passage has only one question, read that question extra carefully.

If the passage or question contains words you don’t understand, try to figure out what
those words mean from the rest of the sentence, the entire passage, or any graphic or
illustration. However, if you still understand the overall main idea without knowing that
word, you can skip the word and go on.

3 Read each answer choice carefully. Doing so helps you get a clearer picture of your options
and eliminate obviously wrong answers, as explained in Block 1. Then you can look more
closely at the choices that might be correct and identify choices that are only partially correct.
Another answer choice may be more complete or accurate. If you cannot answer a question,
remember that you can use the flag feature to mark the question and return to it later if you
have more time.

Interpreting graphs, tables, and
other visual materials

The types of visual materials you see on the Science test are similar to those on the Social Studies
test: tables, graphs, diagrams, photos, and maps. (You can see examples of these visual materials
earlier in this block.) On the Science test, these visual materials simply focus on Science content,
such as lab test results.

Any visual object is like a short paragraph. It has a topic and makes comments or states facts
about that topic. When you come across a question based on visual material, the first thing to do
is to figure out the content or topic of the material. Usually, visual objects have titles or captions
that help you understand their meanings, so read those first. If you don’t understand any of the
words, use the image to help you figure out the words. After you understand the main idea behind
the visual object, ask yourself what information you’re being given and what information you
need to find out; reading the question can be helpful. After you know these two pieces of informa-
tion, you’re well on your way to answering the question.

The following sections take a more detailed look at the different visual materials that you may
find on the Science test.

Tables

A table is a graphical way of organizing information. This type of visual material allows for easy
comparison between two or more sets of data. Some tables use numbers and symbols to represent
information; others use words.

Most tables have titles that tell you what they’re about. Always read the titles first so you know
right away what information the tables include. If a table gives you an explanation (or key) of the
symbols, read the explanation carefully, too; doing so helps you understand how to read the table.
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WARNING

Graphs

A graph is a picture that shows how different sets of numbers are related. On the Science test, you
can find the following three main types of graphs.

3 Bar or column graphs: Bar (horizontal) or column (vertical) graphs present and often
compare numbers or quantities.

3 Line graphs: On line graphs, one or more lines connect points drawn on a grid to show the
relationships between data, including changes in data over time.

3 Pie graphs (also called pie charts or circle graphs): Arcs of circles (pieces of a pie) show how
data relates to a whole. Often, data in pie charts is expressed as a percent of a whole.

All three types of graphs usually share the following common characteristics.

¥ Title: The title tells you what the graph is about, so always read the title before reviewing
the graph.

3 Horizontal axis and vertical axis: Bar, column, and line graphs have a horizontal axis and a
vertical axis. (Pie graphs don't.) Each axis is a vertical or horizontal reference line that's labeled
to give you additional information.

3 Label: The labels on the axes of a graph usually contain units, such as feet or dollars. Read all
axis labels carefully; they can either help you with the answer or lead you astray (depending on
whether you read them correctly). The labels in a pie chart will indicate the unit of measurement
and the quantities (often percent).

¥ Legend: Graphs usually have a legend, or printed material that tells you what each section of
the graph is about. They may also contain labels on the individual parts of the graph and
explanatory notes about the data used to create the graph, so read carefully.

Graphs and tables are both often called charts, which can be rather confusing. To help you prepare
for problems with graphs, make sure you look at and understand plenty of graphs before the test.
Remember that graphs show relationships. If the numbers represented on the horizontal axis are
in millions of dollars and you think they’re in dollars, your interpretation of the graph will be
more than a little incorrect.

Diagrams

A diagram is a drawing that helps you understand how something works. Diagrams on the Science
test often have the following two components.

¥ Title: Tells you what the diagram is trying to show you.

¥ Labels: Indicate the names of the parts of the diagram.

When you come to a question based on a diagram, read the title of the diagram first to get an idea
of what the diagram is about. Then carefully read all the labels to find out the main components
of the diagram. These two pieces of information can help you understand the diagram well enough
to answer questions about it.
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Photos

A photo may sometimes appear on the GED. You can use these features of photos to help you
understand them.

3 Caption: The caption tells you the subject of the photo. For example, a photo of the planet
Mars may identify the planet and say how the photo was taken: “A space probe took this
close-up photo of the planet Mars.”

3 Labels: Labels may mark or identify people or objects in the photo. For example, a photo of
Mars may have its ice cap labeled.

When you come to a question based on a photo, read the caption first. Then carefully read any
labels. Then look at the photo. If you don’t understand any words in the label, use the photo to
figure them out.

Maps

A map is a drawing of some section — large or small — of the earth or another planet. People even
call images of the solar system or of the stars in the night sky a map. Because the entire world is
too large to depict on one piece of paper, maps are drawn to scale.

Most maps give you the following information.

¥ Title: Tells you what area of the world the map focuses on and what it shows.

¥ Legend: Gives you general information about the meaning, colors, symbols, or other graphics
used on the map.

3 Compass: Indicates the map's orientation. In general, north is at the top of a map, but for
certain maps, this may not be the case. On many maps, a small compass will show which way
is north. (Sometimes this compass may be omitted if the map is very familiar. A map of the
United States likely would not have a compass, as most people know the north is at the top.)

¥ Labels: Indicate what the various points on the map represent.

¥ Scale: Tells you what the distance on the map represents in real life. (For example, a map with
a scale of 1 inch = 100 miles shows a distance of 500 miles on the real earth as a distance of
5 inches on the map.)

Although maps are seldom used in science passages, they are used occasionally, so you want to be
familiar with them. And you will certainly encounter them on the Social Studies test. The best way
to get familiar with maps is to spend some time looking at road maps and world atlases, which
you can find in your local library or online.

The exact meaning of any visual materials may not be obvious or may even be misleading if not
examined carefully. You must understand what the legends, scale, labels, and color-coding are
telling you. Numbers on a table also may be misleading or even meaningless unless you read the
legend and labels carefully. Colors on a map aren’t just for decoration; each color has a meaning.
Each piece of a visual represents meaning from which you can put together the information you
need to determine the answers to test questions.
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Sizing Up the Math Test
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TIP

The Mathematical Reasoning test is different from other GED tests. It tests your understanding
of mathematical concepts and your ability to apply them to situations you may find in the real
world. That means that you have to spend time solving as many problems as you can and improv-
ing your math skills as much as possible before you take this test. But it also means you’ve been
using some of this math in your day-to-day life, perhaps without even realizing it! For example,
when you figure out how much time you need to get someplace or calculate your savings with a
coupon or discount, you are using the same math you see on the GED.

This section helps you prepare for the GED math test by introducing the test format and the skills
it covers and then providing some tips and tricks for tackling the test. After you review this sec-
tion, check out the sample questions in Block 3 and the practice test questions in Block 4. After
you identify what you math you know and what you need to review, you can use a website like
Khan Academy (www.khanacademy .org) to learn or review math skills you need for the GED.

The Mathematical Reasoning test is 115 minutes long and consists of multiple-choice, drop-
down, drag-and-drop, and fill-in-the-blank questions, but it doesn’t have any type of essay
question. You really have to be thankful for small mercies!

Identifying the math skills you need

To do well on the Math test, you need to have a general understanding of numbers, their relation-
ships to one another, measurements, geometry, data analysis and statistics, probability, patterns,
functions, and algebra. In essence, to be successful on this test, you need to have the mathemati-
cal knowledge base that most high-school graduates have, and you need to know how to apply it
to solve real-life problems.

The GED Math test provides a formula sheet for you to use during the test. Keep in mind that you
may not need all the formulas provided, and you will not need a formula for every question. Part
of the fun of math is knowing which formula to use for which problems and figuring out when
you don’t need one at all. You may want to memorize some of the more common formulas to save
time. But when you need a formula, you can look it up. You don’t have to memorize them all! That
makes preparing easier.

The Math test assesses the following four areas.

3 Basic math: This area of math covers, you guessed it, the basics! Here's a breakdown of the
two topics in this category:

Number operations are the familiar actions you take in math problems and equations, such
as addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. You probably mastered these opera-
tions in grade school; now all you have to do is practice them.

Number sense is the ability to understand numbers. You're expected to be able to recognize
different kinds of numbers (such as fractions, decimals, percentages, and square roots),
know their relative values, and know how to use them (which takes us back to number
operations).

About half of the Math test depends on basic arithmetic (addition, subtraction, multiplication,
division, decimals, and fractions). The better you know the fundamentals, the better you can
do on the test.

BLOCK 2 Preparing for the Test 39


https://www.khanacademy.org/

3 Geometry: Here, you get a chance to play with mathematical shapes and manipulate them
in your head — and on the GED's on-screen whiteboard. You get to use the Pythagorean
Theorem to do all sorts of interesting calculations, and you get to use measurements to do
things like find the volume of ice cream in a cone or the amount of wall you need to cover with
paint. If you prepare using the sample questions in Block 3 and the shortened practice test in
Block 4, you can have fun with these questions and then maybe even use a lot of the knowl-
edge in real life. This category breaks down into two topics:

Measurement involves area, volume, time, and the distance from here to there.
Measurement of time is a good thing to know when taking any test because you want to
make sure that you run out of questions before you run out of time!

Geometry deals with relationships and properties of points, lines, angles, and shapes (such
as squares, circles, and triangles). This branch of math requires you to draw, use, and
understand diagrams.

3 Basic algebra: Algebra is used to solve problems by using variables (which are letters that
represent unknown numbers), creating equations from the information given, and solving for
the unknown numbers — thus, turning them into known numbers. If you ever said something
like, “How much more does the $10 scarf cost than the $7.50 one?” you were really solving this
equation: $7.50 + x = $10.00.

3 Graphs and functions: Graphs and functions allow you to analyze data. You can learn how to
analyze data in graphs, tables, and the coordinate plane.

Data analysis is when you see a graph of the stock market's performance (or lack of
performance), calculate or read about baseball statistics, or figure out how many miles per
gallon your car gets. See the earlier sections about graphs for help interpreting them.

Functions are part of mathematics. They involve the concept that one number can be
determined by its relationship with another. A dozen always consists of 12 units, for
example. If you were buying two dozen eggs, you'd be buying 12 x 2 = 24 eggs.

The coordinate plane graphically shows the location of points on the plane or a line and
helps you to determine such things as the slope, or steepness, of a line.

Using a calculator, formula sheets,
and special symbols

During the Mathematical Reasoning test, you can use the on-screen (or your own) TI-30XS
MultiView calculator for all but the first five questions. Before you start celebrating, remember that
the calculator is an instrument that makes calculations easier. It doesn’t solve problems or per-
form other miracles. You still have to solve the problems using the computer between your ears.

The test also has a formula sheet. This feature also isn’t a miracle that can work out problems for
you. It’s just a memory aid if you don’t remember the formulas. And as a special treat, the Math
test also provides symbols for you to use in the fill-in-the-blank items as needed. I explore all
these features in the following sections. You can find a tutorial on these special features on the
GED website, at https://app.ged.com/portal/tips. Log in and select “Get to Know the Test.”

One of the most valuable tools for preparing for the GED is an account at ged.com. Besides being
the place where you sign up to take the test, this website offers tools and study aids. You have to

be logged into your account to access many of the special features I reference in this section.
REMEMBER
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Solving questions with and without a calculator

For all but the first five items in the Math test, you can use a calculator. You have to finish the first
five items before you go on to questions that use the calculator. To pull up the calculator on the
computerized GED Math test, click the calculator icon. A calculator — a Texas Instruments
TI-30XS MultiView calculator to be exact — appears on-screen. (See Block 1 for an introduction
to the calculator.)

It’s a good idea to get familiar with the calculator before taking the GED test. You can either use
the one on the GED Testing Service website for practice or find an identical hand-held one. (The
computer version of the calculator operates just like the hand-held device.) Then make sure you
know how to solve the various types of mathematical problems, and only depend on the calculator
to do mechanical operations more quickly and easily.

Often, solving a problem without a calculator is faster than using a calculator, especially with
multiple-choice questions where you have four answer choices to choose from. And the more
questions you practice in your head, the easier it will be. Here are some ways to practice solving
problems in your head (without a calculator):

3 When you go shopping, add up the prices as you put items in your cart. Check your total at the
cash register.

¥ Calculate discounts off items you see or buy when you shop.

¥ Be the first at your table in a restaurant to figure out the tip. And for bonus practice, figure out
different tip percentages on your bill, such as 15, 18, and 20 percent tips.

For multiple-choice questions, sometimes estimating the answer to a question is easier and
faster. For example, 4.2x 8.9 is almost 4 x 9, which equals 36. If only one answer choice is close to
36, that choice is probably correct. If you see that two or more answer choices are close to 36,
however, you need to spend time calculating the exact answer.

Refreshing your memory with the formula sheet

The GED Math test includes a formula sheet with a list of formulas that you may need for the
test. You simply click on the formula icon to make the page of formulas appear. Unfortunately,
no genie will appear to tell you which formula to use. Figuring out which formula you need is
your job.

To get familiar with the formulas you may need on the GED test, study the formulas on the exam-
ple formula sheet in Block 4 and make sure you know their purpose. Then make sure you under-
stand what kind of problem each formula helps you solve. For example, if you have a formula for
the volume of a rectangular cube and the question asks you how many cubic feet of water a swim-
ming pool contains, you know this formula will enable you to work out the answer. If the question
asks you how many tiles it takes to go around the rim of the pool, you need a different formula.

Inserting special symbols

When answering fill-in-the-blank items, you sometimes need to insert special symbols. These
formulas are mainly math symbols, such as add or subtract, greater than or less than, equals,
pi (n), and so on. You can see all the symbols at the beginning of the practice test in Block 4.

To make a symbol appear in the fill-in-the-blank box on the test, click the symbols icon at the
top of the screen (&), and then click the symbol you want to include in the box. You can also use
the symbols in the online whiteboard. You can find a tutorial on these special features on the GED
website, at https://app.ged.com/portal/tips. After you log in, select “Get to Know the Test.”
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Block 3

Working Through Some
Practice Questions

he best way to get ready for the GED tests is to practice. These sample questions help you

evaluate your skills in a wide variety of areas. If you have time, you can try all these ques-

tions. But this is GED Test 5-Hour Quick Prep For Dummies, and I promised this block would
take only an hour. So, to get through these questions in an hour or less, focus on answering the
ones you don’t understand and then use the answers and explanations at the end of each section
to identify whether you got the correct answer. If you answered incorrectly, review the concept
to improve your understanding. Then you’ll be ready for the shortened practice test in Block 4.

Record your answers either directly in this book or on a sheet of paper, if you think you might

want to try these practice questions again at a later date. Remember: This is just preliminary prac-
tice. I want you to get used to answering different types of questions.

Reasoning through Language
Arts Sample Questions

The official Reasoning through Language Arts test has three sections, and you find sample ques-
tions for each in the following sections. If you have time to practice the extended response, I
suggest typing your essay so you practice your word-processing skills. Remember that the GED
word processor does not have a spelling and grammar checker, so turn it off to remind yourself
to watch for typing mistakes on the test.

RLA Reading Comprehension

The Reading component of the RLA test consists of excerpts from nonfiction and fiction prose.
Multiple-choice and drag-and-drop questions based on the reading material follow each excerpt.
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For the multiple-choice questions in this section, choose the one best answer to each question.
For the drag-and-drop items, write the letters of the answers in the boxes. Work carefully, but
don’t spend too much time on any one question. Be sure to answer every question. You can find
the answers for these questions later in this section.

Questions

Questions 1-8 refer to the following article from the United States Geological Service Newsroom (www .
usgs.gov).

(1) USGS scientists and Icelandic partners found avian flu viruses from North America and Eu-
rope in migratory birds in Iceland, demonstrating that the North Atlantic is as significant as the
North Pacific in being a melting pot for birds and avian flu. A great number of wild birds from
Europe and North America congregate and mix in Iceland’s wetlands during

migration, where infected birds could transmit avian flu viruses to healthy birds from either
location.

(2) By crossing the Atlantic Ocean this way, avian flu viruses from Europe could eventually be
transported to the United States. This commingling could also lead to the evolution of new
influenza viruses. These findings are critical for proper surveillance and monitoring of flu
viruses, including the H5N1 avian influenza that can infect humans.

(3) “None of the avian flu viruses found in our study are considered harmful to humans,” said
Robert Dusek, USGS scientist and lead author of the study. “However, the results suggest that
Iceland is an important location for the study of avian flu. . ..”

(4) During the spring and autumn of 2010 and autumn of 2011, the USGS researchers and Ice-
landic partners collected avian influenza viruses from gulls and waterfowl in southwest and
west Iceland. . . . By studying the viruses’ genomes . . . the researchers found that some viruses
came from Eurasia and some originated in North America. They also found viruses with mixed
American-Eurasian lineages.

(5) “For the first time, avian influenza viruses from both Eurasia and North America were docu-
mented at the same location and time,” said Jeffrey Hall, USGS co-author and principal inves-
tigator on this study. “Viruses are continually evolving, and this mixing of viral strains sets the
stage for new types of avian flu to develop.”

‘l. How dangerous is this new potential source of avian flu to humans?

(A) very dangerous
(B) not at all dangerous
(C) a concern but not particularly dangerous

(D) serious enough that it requires monitoring

2. Before this discovery, where did scientists believe most birds carrying the avian flu intermin-
gled with North American birds?

(A) South Pacific
(B) Central America
(C) Eurasia

(D) North Pacific
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. Why was the finding of Eurasian, North American, and mixed virus genomes in the same locale
significant?

(A) It proved avian flu viruses comingle only in the North Pacific.

(B) It proved that the avian flu is a risk to humans.

(C) It proved that avian flu viruses had mingled in Iceland.

(D) It proved that Iceland is the origin of the avian flu.

. Why is the mixing of avian flu viruses in Iceland an important concern?

(A) It can lead to a new, dangerous strain of avian flu.
(B) Cold viruses are constantly evolving.
(C) It provides lead time to develop new vaccines.

(D) It suggests tourists avoid that area.

. Which of these terms best describes the tone of this passage?
(A) light-hearted

(B) deeply concerned

(C) factual and straightforward

(D) gloomy

. Which strain of the avian flu virus can infect humans?
(A) the bird flu

(B) the H5N1 strain

(C) the avian H5 flu

(D) the Eurasian avian flu

. How does the word however in Paragraph 3 function in the passage?
(A) It indicates that avian flu is not a risk to humans.

(B) It contrasts the situation in Iceland and the North Pacific.

(C) It indicates the writer’s skepticism about the scientists’ claims.

(D) It shifts the focus from risk to humans to the need for continued monitoring.

. Which of these statements is essential to a summary of the article? Which are not essential?
Write the letters of the statements in the correct boxes.

Essential to a Summary Not Essential to a Summary

(A) The scientists studied gulls in southwest Iceland.
(B) Analysis revealed viruses with mixed Asian and American genomes.
(C) None of the viruses found to date are harmful to humans.

(D) The birds congregated in Iceland’s wetlands.
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Questions 9—16 refer to the following excerpt from Robert Bloch’s short story, “This Crowded Earth” (1958).

(1) The telescreen lit up promptly at eight a.m. Smiling Brad came on with his usual greeting.
“Good morning — it’s a beautiful day in Chicagee!”

(2) Harry Collins rolled over and twitched off the receiver. “This I doubt,” he muttered. He sat
up and reached into the closet for his clothing. Visitors — particularly feminine ones — were
always exclaiming over the advantages of Harry’s apartment. “So convenient,” they would say.
“Everything handy, right within reach. And think of all the extra steps you save!”

(3) Of course most of them were just being polite and trying to cheer Harry up. They knew
damned well that he wasn’t living in one room through any choice of his own. The Housing Act
was something you just couldn’t get around; not in Chicagee these days. A bachelor was entitled
to one room — no more and no less. And even though Harry was making a speedy buck at the
agency, he couldn’t hope to beat the regulations.

(4) There was only one way to beat them and that was to get married. Marriage would auto-
matically entitle him to two rooms — if he could find them someplace. More than a few of his
feminine visitors had hinted at just that, but Harry didn’t respond. Marriage was no solution,
the way he figured it. He knew that he couldn’t hope to locate a two-room apartment any closer
than eighty miles away. It was bad enough driving forty miles to and from work every morning
and night without doubling the distance. If he did find a bigger place, that would mean a three-
hour trip each way on one of the commutrains, and the commutrains were murder. The Black
Hole of Calcutta, on wheels. But then, everything was murder, Harry reflected, as he stepped
from the toilet to the sink, from the sink to the stove, from the stove to the table.

(5) Powdered eggs for breakfast. That was murder, too. But it was a fast, cheap meal, easy to
prepare, and the ingredients didn’t waste a lot of storage space. The only trouble was, he hated
the way they tasted. Harry wished he had time to eat his breakfasts in a restaurant. He could
afford the price, but he couldn’t afford to wait in line more than a half-hour or so. His office
schedule at the agency started promptly at ten-thirty. And he didn’t get out until three-thirty;
it was a long, hard five-hour day. Sometimes he wished he worked in the New Philly area,
where a four-hour day was the rule. But he supposed that wouldn’t mean any real saving in
time, because he’d have to live further out. What was the population in New Philly now? Some-
thing like 63,000,000, wasn’t it? Chicagee was much smaller — only 38,000,000, this year.

(6) This year. Harry shook his head and took a gulp of the Instantea. Yes, this year the
population was 38,000,000, and the boundaries of the community extended north to what used
to be the old Milwaukee and south past Gary. What would it be like next year, and the year fol-
lowing?

(7) Lately that question had begun to haunt Harry. He couldn’t quite figure out why. After all,
it was none of his business, really. He had a good job, security, a nice place just two hours from
the Loop. He even drove his own car. What more could he ask?

9. This story is set sometime in the future. Which of the following clues confirms that this story is
set in the future?

(A) the number of rooms in his apartment
(B) the population of Chicagee
(C) the affordability of cars

(D) the affordable price of a restaurant meal

46  GED Test 5-Hour Quick Prep For Dummies



10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

This story was published in 1958. What image did Bloch have of the future?
(A) incredibly crowded

(B) suffering from food shortages
(C) well-organized commutes

(D) long working hours

Besides population numbers, how does the author build up the idea of a crowded world?

(A) descriptions of bad-tasting food

(B) communication using telescreens
(C) descriptions of enormous cities

(D) descriptions of long, hard workdays

Why does Harry sometimes wish he worked in the New Philly area?

(A) shorter commute times
(B) shorter working hours
(C) better pay

(D) better food

Why does Harry live in a one-room apartment when he could afford a two-room apartment?

(A) He likes the efficiency of the small space.

(B) His lady friends like the convenience of the apartment.
(C) He is not married.

(D) He can’t afford a larger apartment.

What's the population Harry mentions for Chicagee?
(A) 38 million
(B) 63 million
(C) 38 billion
(D) 63 billion

Which of the following statements can be inferred about Harry from Paragraph 7?

(A) He feels more fortunate than others but still has vague worries.
(B) He doesn’t like Chicagee and feels his life would be better in another city.
(C) He feels overwhelmed by life’s challenges but still feels optimistic.

(D) He hates his life but feels that marriage will make his life better.

Which of the following details support the generalization that Harry believes that life is difficult
and unsatisfying? Write the letters in the box.

(A) travel on commutrains

(B) the flavor of his breakfast

(C) the price of meals in restaurants
(D) the taste of Instantea
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Answers and explanations

1. D. serious enough that it requires monitoring. The text states that the comingling of the
virus strains is serious enough to require monitoring. Now that a new area of possible
comingling has been found, the text implies it, too, should be monitored. Choice (A) isn’t
supported by the text, and even though Choices (B) and (C) are possible, they’re not as clear
and important statements as Choice (D).

Your preparation for the science test can help you with RLA passages and questions like
these, and vice versa. That gives you a leg up on both tests!

e 2. D. North Pacific. The text states that this finding shows the North Atlantic is as significant
a melting pot for birds and avian flu as the North Pacific. Choice (B) isn’t mentioned; and
although Eurasia is mentioned, it isn’t mentioned as a place where birds from Europe and
North America mingle.

3. C. It proved that avian flu viruses had mingled in Iceland. According to the text, only this
statement is true. The other statements are contradicted by information in the text.

4. A. It can lead to a new, dangerous strain of avian flu. The text states that the virus evolves
readily and that the mingling of North American and Eurasian strains can lead to new
varieties that are dangerous to humans. Cold viruses and flu viruses aren’t the same, so
Choice (B) has nothing to do with the topic of this text. Choices (C) and (D) are not sup-
ported by information in the passage.

5. C. factual and straightforward. The tone of the passage is very calm, very factual. It isn’t
lighthearted, deeply concerned, or gloomy.

6. B. the H5N1 strain. The text refers only to the H5N1 strain as a possible human flu. The
term bird flu refers to the entire category of disease not just the version dangerous to
humans. There’s no mention in the text of an Hs flu, and Eurasian avian flu simply refers to
one part of the world where many strains of avian flu originate.

7. D. 1t shifts the focus from risk to humans to the need for continued monitoring. Choice (D)
is correct because the paragraph indicates that the situation currently doesn’t pose a high
risk to humans but should be further monitored. The other choices are not supported by
information in the paragraph.

8. Essential: B, C; Not Essential: A, D. Choice (B) is one of the key findings of the study, and
Choice (C) is relevant for public health around the world, so both statements are essential to
the summary. The types of birds, the exact locations in Iceland, and the type of land where
the birds gathered are less important, so (A) and (D) are not essential to the summary.

9. B. the population of Chicagee. The urban population listed is well beyond anything existing
today. The other details are possible today and so do not indicate that the story is set in the
future.

10. A. incredibly crowded. The overwhelming view that Bloch sees is a future of incredible
overcrowding. There doesn’t appear to be a food shortage based on the content of the story,
so Choice (B) is wrong. Working hours appear to be shorter, so Choice (D) is also incorrect.
And the passage indicates that the commutes are long and hard, so Choice (C) is incorrect.

11. c. descriptions of enormous cities. The author says that cities have expanded greatly from
their original borders, which is an indication of massive population growth. The other
details are mentioned in the passage but do not indicate that the population has grown
so large.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

B. shorter working hours. Harry states that he sometimes wishes he worked there because
of the shorter working hours but doesn’t say anything about better pay. The text also states
that the commuting times would be longer there.

C. He is not married. The text mentions legal restrictions on accommodations. Harry would
have to be married to be entitled to a two-room apartment. Harry states that he makes a
good income, so money isn’t an issue, which means that Choice (D) is incorrect. His lady
friends claim to like the convenience, but Harry knows they’re just being polite, which rules
out Choice (B). He certainly doesn’t like the small space, despite its efficiency, so Choice (A)
is incorrect.

A. 38 million. The text states that the population is 38,000,000 people. The population of
New Philly is 63,000,000, which makes Choice (B) incorrect. Choices (C) and (D) are too
large.

A. He feels more fortunate than others but still has vague worries. The third and fourth
sentences of the paragraph say that Harry feels fortunate for having a good job, security,
and a nice home, yet he can’t figure out what is haunting him about the future.

A, B. travel on commutrains and the flavor of his breakfast. The passage says that com-
mutrains and powdered eggs are “murder,” so Choices (A) and (B) support the generaliza-
tion. Choice (C) is not possible because he can afford to eat in restaurants. The passage does
not give information on the flavor of Instantea, so this choice does not support the
generalization.

A Sample Extended Response Prompt

Your task: Analyze the arguments presented in the two passages. Then develop an argument in
which you explain how one position is better supported than the other. In your response, include
relevant and specific evidence from both passages to support your argument.

Remember, you don’t have to agree with the position you consider the better-argued position.

You have 45 minutes to complete this task.

Passage One
In the Good Old SummerTime!

For most of us, setting our clocks forward one hour in March is a sure sign that spring is coming,
followed by summer! After a long, hard winter, particularly in the cold northern states, summer is a
welcome time. Kids are out of school, it may be time for a vacation, and we can barbecue, hike, and
enjoy the great outdoors. It's time for patios, porches, parks, and backyards!

One of the big advantages of daylight savings time is that it gives us more time to enjoy the great
outdoors in summer. Studies show that people are more active on summer evenings if they have
an extra hour of daytime to enjoy. And because of the crisis of obesity in America, more exercise is
better for everyone, and the country!

Daylight savings time has some other advantages, too. Traffic studies show that accidents go down
during daylight savings time because of the longer daylight hours. And daylight savings time helps the
economy, too, because longer hours of daylight in the afternoon encourage people to go out and
spend. Malls, shopping centers, and downtowns are more likely to be filled when it's light outside.

So daylight savings time is really beneficiall We should definitely keep this longstanding practice so
that everyone can reap the benefits.
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Passage Two
Spring Forward, Fall Back — Far Back!

Daylight savings time is a relatively new idea that is now past its prime. Daylight savings time was

started only during World War . Its purpose was to reduce the consumption of important supplies,
such as fuel and candles, by allowing for an extra hour of daylight each day. Later, it was reimposed
to encourage shopping and outdoor activities in summer. However, this practice is now outmoded.

Studies show that the transition to daylight savings time costs our country billions as companies,
computer systems, and schedules have to be adjusted twice a year on such a massive scale.
Medical studies show that disrupted sleep patterns have all sorts of negative consequences. Heart
attacks and strokes go up right after the switchover because of the related stress. And everyone's
circadian rhythms are disrupted twice a year, which causes symptoms similar to jet lag. This also
causes auto accidents to soar in the days after the transitions as groggy drivers get into needless
traffic accidents. Workplace accidents increase, too, as sleep-deprived workers make careless
mistakes. In addition, studies of workplaces show that productivity goes down in the days after the
twice-annual changeovers. Orders are messed up, and work has to be redone as workers recover
from disrupted rest patterns.

Daylight savings time has also lost the energy savings that once made it attractive. Because people
nowadays run their air conditioners day and night, energy consumption will not be much affected.

Keeping daylight savings time is also bad for international business. Globally, fewer countries than
ever before continue to observe daylight savings time. The European Union recently decided to do
away with daylight savings time for just the reasons already mentioned. Each year, the U.S. airline
industry loses an average of $150 million realigning schedules to those of countries that don't
observe daylight savings time. All of the disruption puts the United States at a disadvantage with
the rest of the world.

It's time for the United States to align with a growing number of countries around the world and
abolish this annual folly. Families, health, and the economy will only benefit.

Sample response

Here’s an example of a solid RLA Extended Response for the given prompt. Compare it to yours.
Then review both against the following criteria that the GED Testing Service uses to evaluate your
writing, as explained in Block 2.

Switching to and from daylight savings time each year has many pros and many cons. While some
people may enjoy some benefits from the switchover, the argument that daylight savings time has
outlived its usefulness makes the stronger case.

Changing to daylight savings time has a few advantages. People can get outdoors more, and the
added daylight is nice for summer fun. But few people really take advantage of this extra time. Most
of my friends go to indoor gyms all year, so the extra daylight doesn't make much difference. And to
tell the truth, in the southern United States, where | live, it's too hot to exercise outside anymore, as
summer temperatures have increased due to global warming. As the article states, people just stay
inside in cool, air-conditioned comfort.

There are many more negatives to daylight savings time. The changeover has all kinds of costs. It
has very bad effects on our health, including a big increase in heart attacks, as reported in some
medical studies. Other medical studies show that people get into more car accidents. Accidents and
errors go up at work, too, which is costly. Daylight savings time also puts us out of kilter with the
rest of the world. Fewer countries observe it now than before, so American businesses have to
make a lot of effort to stay in sync. My company buys parts from other countries. Each year, we
have trouble ordering parts around daylight savings time because we are on different schedules.
Daylight savings time gets airline schedules out of whack, too, which costs those companies billions
of dollars.
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As you can see, although daylight savings time was helpful in a bygone day, the changeover twice a
year costs Americans billions of dollars in needless expense, lost wages, poor health, and inconven-
ience, with few clear benefits to people’s lives.

RLA Grammar and Language

The questions in the Grammar and Language component of the RLA test are doubly important
because understanding and using correct grammar adds to your overall score on the RLA test and
also counts toward your score on the Extended Response item. One of the important things about
proper grammar is that it sounds and reads well. These questions give you an opportunity to
develop your ear and eye for proper sentences.

For the questions in this section, pay special attention to the mechanics of writing, spelling, and
grammar. Work carefully, but don’t spend too much time on any one question. Be sure to answer
every question. You can find complete answers and explanations for these items later in this
section.

Questions

Questions 1-10 refer to the following executive summary.

Dry-Cleaning and Laundering Industry Adjustment Committee Report on the Local Labor
Market Partnership Project

Executive Summary

Over the past two years, the Dry-Cleaning and Laundering Industry Adjustment Committee has
worked hard to become a cohesive | Select... | ¥ | on assessing and addressing the human resource
implications associated with changes in the fabricare industry. As of August, the Committee has
an active membership of | Select... | ¥ |15 individuals involved in all aspects of the project. The
Committee has taken responsibility for undertaking actions that will benefit this large, highly
fragmented | Select... | ¥ | great difficulty speaking with one voice.

During the initial period that the Committee was in | Select... | ¥ | work focused on reaching out
to and building a relationship with key individuals within the industry. One of its first steps
Select... | ¥ was to undertake a Needs Assessment Survey within the industry.

During the first year, the Committee explored ways of meeting the needs identified in the
Needs Assessment | Select... | ¥ | raising the profile of the industry and offering on-site train-
ing programs, particularly in the areas of spotting and pressing. A great deal of feasibility work

Select... | ¥ yet each possible training solution proved to be extremely difficult and costly to
implement.

As the Committee moved into its second | Select... | ¥  officially established a joint project with
the National Fabricare Association to achieve goals in three priority areas: mentorship, training,
and profile building.

During this | Select... | ¥ | effort and vision has gone into achieving the goals established by the
Industry Adjustment Committee and the Association. The new priority areas have provided an
opportunity for the industry to take these | Select... |~

Introduce technology
Build capacity and knowledge
Enhance skills

Build partnerships and networks
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. Over the past two years, the Dry-Cleaning and Laundering Industry Adjustment Committee has

worked hard to become a cohesive | Select... | ¥ | on assessing and addressing the human resource
implications associated with changes in the fabricare industry.

(A) group and one which has focused

(B) group. One which has focused

(C) group, and one which has focused

(D) group focused

. As of August, the Committee has an active membership of | Select... | ¥ |15 individuals involved in

all aspects of the project.

(A) most over
(B) moreover
(C) over than
(D) more than

. The Committee has taken responsibility for undertaking actions that will benefit this large,

highly fragmented | Select... ¥ | great difficulty speaking with one voice.

(A) industry which has
(B) industry, which have
(C) industry, who has
(D) industry, which has

. During the initial period that the Committee was in | Select... | ¥ | work focused on reaching out to

and building a relationship with key individuals within the industry.
(A) existence, it’s

(B) existence, its

(C) existence its

(D) existence; its

. One of its first steps | Select... | ¥ | to undertake a Needs Assessment Survey within the industry.

(A) was

(B) had been

(C) were

(D) would have been

. During the first year, the Committee explored ways of meeting the needs identified in the Needs

Assessment | Select... | v | raising the profile of the industry and offering on-site training pro-
grams, particularly in the areas of spotting and pressing.

(A) Survey and they included,

(B) Survey. These needs included

(C) Survey, and they included

(D) Survey they included
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7. A great deal of feasibility work | Select...| ¥ | yet each possible training solution proved to be

10.

extremely difficult and costly to implement.

(A) were undertaken during this phase
(B) was undertook during this phase
(C) was undertaken, during this phase

(D) was undertaken during this phase,

. As the Committee moved into its second | Select... | ¥ | officially established a joint project with

the National Fabricare Association to achieve goals in three priority areas: mentorship, training,
and profile building.

(A) year: it

(B) vear it

(C) year; it

(D) year, it

. During this | Select... | ¥ | effort and vision has gone into achieving the goals established by the

Industry Adjustment Committee and the Association.
(A) passed year, many

(B) past year, much

(C) past year much

(D) passed year, much

The new priority areas have provided an opportunity for the industry to take these | Select... |~
Introduce technology
Build capacity and knowledge
Enhance skills
Build partnerships and networks

(A) actions
(B) actions;
(C) actions,
(D) actions:

Questions 11—20 refer to the following description of an adult education class at a local community
college.

Adult Learning 265: Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition

This course is based on a Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) | Select...| ¥ jon
successful completion of the GED test. | Select... | ¥ | candidates are guided through the creation
of a portfolio, which can be evaluated by a college for admission or advanced standing. This is
an opportunity for adults, who have learned in non-formal as well as formal venues, to docu-
ment and assess | Select... | ¥ | prior learning. The course is | Select... | ¥ . It is not meant for every
applicant.

Select... | ¥ should be directed to remedial programs before beginning such a rigorous

course. | Select... | Y| in a pre-test may be advised to arrange immediately to take one or more of
the GED tests. This course is meant for candidates who will gain from | Select... | ¥ | do not re-
quire extensive teaching.
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This course is designed to help adult learners gain credit for | Select... | ¥ | prior learning in prep-
aration for post-secondary study. Students will learn methods for documenting prior knowl-
edge, | Select... | ¥ reacquainted with educational environments. Through the use of assessment

tools and | Select... | ¥ | will gain a realistic understanding of their levels of competence, personal
strengths, weaknesses, and learning styles.

11. This course is based on a Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) (Select...| ¥ on
successful completion of the GED test.
(A) model, and focuses
(B) model and focuses
(C) model it focuses
(D) model, it focuses

12. [Select...| v | candidates are guided through the creation of a portfolio, which can be evaluated by
a college for admission or advanced standing.
(A) In addition,
(B) However,
(C) Nevertheless,

(D) In contrast,

13. This is an opportunity for adults, who have learned in non-formal as well as formal venues, to
document and assess | Select... | ¥ prior learning.
(A) their
(B) there
(C) they’re
(D) themselves

14. The course is | Select...| ¥ .

(A) intents and concentrated
(B) intents and concentrate
(C) intense and concentrate

(D) intense and concentrated

15. [ Select...| v | should be directed to remedial programs before beginning such a rigorous course.

(A) Candidates who score low in the pre-test,
(B) Candidates, who score low in the pre-test
(C) Candidates who score low in the pre-test

(D) Candidates, who score low in the pre-test;

16. [Select...| v | in a pre-test may be advised to arrange immediately to take one or more of the GED
tests.
(A) Extremely those who score well
(B) Those who score well extremely
(C) Those who score extremely well

(D) Those extremely who score well
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17.

18.

19.

20.

This course is meant for candidates who will gain from | Select... | ¥ | do not require extensive
teaching.

(A) review and remediation. But

(B) review, and remediation but

(C) review, and remediation but,

(D) review and remediation but

This course is designed to help adult learners gain credit for | Select... | Y| prior learning in prep-
aration for post-secondary study.

(A) their

(B) his or her

(C) our

(D) my

Students will learn methods for documenting prior knowledge, | Select... | ¥ | reacquainted with
educational environments.

(A) will develop academic skills while becoming

(B) will develop academic skills, and becoming

(C) will develop academic skills, and will become

(D) develop academic skills, and will become

Through the use of assessment tools and | Select... | ¥ will gain a realistic understanding of their
levels of competence, personal strengths, weaknesses, and learning styles.

(A) counseling; students

(B) counseling. Students

(C) counseling students

(D) counseling, students

Answers and explanations

1. D. group focused. With this choice, you create a concise sentence and avoid the overly wordy
and awkward sentence in Choice (A). Options (B) and (C) introduce new errors.

2. D. more than. Choice (D) uses more than correctly to refer to quantities. The other choices
introduce additional errors.

3. D. industry, which has. Choice (D) is correct because a comma is needed to indicate that this
relative clause contains non-essential information. Therefore, Choice (A) is incorrect. Choice
(B) introduces a subject-verb agreement error. Industry is the word that which refers to, so a
singular verb is required. Choice (C) uses an incorrect pronoun; which is required because it
refers to a thing, industry, not a person.

4. B. existence, its. Choice (B) is correct because the possessive form of it, its, is needed here,
not the contraction for it is: it’s (Choice A). There is no reason to remove the comma (Choice

C) or replace it with a semicolon (Choice D).

5. A.was. In this sentence, the subject of the verb is the singular subject One, so the singular
form of the verb, was, is needed.
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TIP

A

WARNING

10.

1.

Are you thinking that I made a mistake in the preceding sentence? Well, I didn’t. The noun
that is closest to the verb is not always the subject. The prepositional phrase of its first steps
doesn’t determine how the noun and verb agree. One, a singular noun, is subject of the sen-
tence and, therefore, needs was, not were.

. B. Survey. These needs included. This option creates two concise sentences instead of one

long, rambling one, as in the other options.

When answering Grammar and Language questions or writing your essay, keep in mind that
sentences shouldn’t be so long that you have to take multiple breaths just to read them
aloud. Short sentences are easier to read and understand and are less likely to need all sorts
of pesky punctuation.

. D. was undertaken during this phase, A comma after phase is required because this a

compound sentence joined by the conjunction yet. A compound sentence needs a comma
before the conjunction. Therefore, the remaining options, which omit this punctuation, are
incorrect. In addition, there is no reason to use were instead of was (Choice A) or to change
undertaken to undertook (Choice B). Choice (C) adds an extra comma that is not needed.

A compound sentence contains two independent clauses or thoughts. The clauses are joined by
a comma and a conjunction such as and, but, or yet.

. D. year, it. This choice is correct because a comma is needed to separate the introductory

clause starting with As from the rest of the sentence. Replacing the comma with another
punctuation mark (Choices A and C) or removing it (Choice B) are both incorrect.

. B. past year, much. Choice (B) is correct because it avoids the homonym spelling error

(passed/past) in Choices (A) and (D). There is no reason to use many instead of much, which is
another reason Choice (A) is incorrect. A comma is needed after year, so Choice (C) is
incorrect.

Homonyms are two or more words that sound alike or are spelled alike but have different
meanings. The word passed is a verb and means “went by,” as in “she passed the other car,”
or “completed a test successfully,” as in “he passed the GED.” The word past is a noun and
means “in times gone by, in a prior time,” as in, “In the past, there were no computers.”
The GED Grammar and Language component frequently tests your ability to use the correct
homonym, so keep an eye out for them. Writing the wrong homonym in your essay can also
contribute to a lower score.

D. actions: The clause needs a colon at the end to introduce the list that follows (Choice D).
Therefore, the other choices are incorrect.

B. model and focuses. Option (B) is correct because and joins two verbs (is based and focuses),
not two clauses, and so does not need a comma. Therefore, Option (A) is incorrect. Option (C)
creates a run-on sentence. Option (D) creates a comma splice.

Two independent clauses should be joined by a comma and a conjunction, such as and or but.
When you join two clauses with just a comma, it’s called a comma splice. When you join them
without a conjunction and a comma, it’s called a run-on sentence. Look at these examples.

Correct: This course is based on a Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) model,
and it focuses on successful completion of the GED test.

Run-0n: This course is based on a Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) model
it focuses on successful completion of the GED test.

Comma Splice: This course is based on a Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR)
model, it focuses on successful completion of the GED test.
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WARNING

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

A. In addition, This sentence adds an idea to the previous one, so the best transitional phrase
is in Choice (A). When one of these phrases is at the beginning of a sentence, it’s followed by
a comma.

Not sure about commas? Check out English Grammar For Dummies, 2nd Edition, by Geraldine
Woods (Wiley) for the lowdown on this tricky punctuation mark.

A. their. Their is possessive (showing belonging) and is the correct choice in this sentence.

The homonyms there, their, and they’re probably trip up more people than any other hom-
onyms, and these tricky words are frequently tested on the GED RLA test. Before test day, be
sure you know the difference!

D. intense and concentrated. Intense and concentrated are synonyms used in this sentence for
emphasis, but in Choices (A) and (B), intense is replaced with a close homonym, intents.
Intents means, “plans or purposes.” Concentrated is an adjective, so it is used correctly in
Choices (A) and (D). There is no reason to use concentrate, as in Choices (B) and (C), which is
a verb (to concentrate) or a noun (as in orange juice concentrate). Only Choice (D) uses both
correct words.

C. Candidates who score low in the pre-test. The clause who score low in the pre-test is an
essential relative clause, which means it refers to a specific noun — candidates, in this case —
and specifies something about the noun that the sentence needs in order to make sense to
readers. Essential relative clauses aren’t separated by commas because they’re an integral
part of the sentence.

Contrast the essential relative clause with the non-essential relative clause, which adds infor-
mation about the noun that isn’t essential to the meaning of the sentence. If you remove a
non-essential clause from the sentence, you can still fully understand the meaning of the
sentence. Non-essential relative clauses require commas to separate them from the sen-
tence. For example, consider the following sentence: “The teacher, who had bright red hair,
reviewed the grammar rule with the class.” The information between the commas (who had
bright red hair) isn’t essential to the meaning of the sentence.

C. Those who score extremely well. Those who score extremely well is the best order of the
words. Extremely, an adverb, is best placed before the word it modifies, which is well.

D. review and remediation but. Commas are not needed in this series of nouns joined by and
and but. Therefore, Options (B) and (C) are incorrect. Option (A) creates a sentence fragment.

A sentence fragment is a group of words with an initial capital letter and a final period but
that is not a complete sentence. A fragment lacks a subject or a verb. You can avoid a frag-
ment by giving it a complete subject or a complete verb or by joining it to another sentence
using correct conjunction (such as and or but), punctuation, and capitalization.

A. their. This item assesses your ability to choose pronouns that agree with their
antecedent — the noun they refer to. In this case, the antecedent is adult learners,
so their, Choice (A), is correct.

C. will develop academic skills, and will become. Choice (C) puts the three things students
will do (learn methods, develop skills, and become reacquainted) in the same grammatical
form, verb phrases. This is called parallel structure.

Parallel structure makes writing clear and easy to follow because similar ideas are expressed
in the same grammatical form. Parallel structure is frequently tested on the GED. Here are
some examples of different kinds of parallel structure:
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The GED has tests on math, language arts, social studies, and science. (nouns)

They studied academic content, reviewed test-taking skills, and learned computer skills.
(verb phrases)

The students studied in the library, the teachers worked in their classrooms, and the admin-
istrators sat in their offices. (clauses)

20. D. counseling, students. A comma is needed to set off this phrase from the rest of the
sentence. Therefore, Choices (A) and (C) are incorrect. Choice (B) creates a sentence
fragment.

Social Studies Sample Questions

The official Social Studies test consists mainly of multiple-choice items but also has other ques-
tion types explained in Block 1. Remember: On the real test, you can use the on-screen calculator
(or your own calculator if you take the test at a testing center).

Questions

Questions 1 and 2 refer to the following excerpt from a U.S. government publication.

Democracies fall into two basic categories, direct and representative. In a direct democracy,
citizens, without the intermediary of elected or appointed officials, can participate in mak-
ing public decisions. Such a system is clearly most practical with relatively small numbers of
people — in a community organization, tribal council, or the local unit of a labor union, for
example — where members can meet in a single room to discuss issues and arrive at decisions
by consensus or majority vote.

Some U.S. states, in addition, place “propositions” and “referendums” — mandated changes of
law — or possible recall of elected officials on ballots during state elections. These practices are
forms of direct democracy, expressing the will of a large population. Many practices may have
elements of direct democracy. In Switzerland, many important political decisions on issues,
including public health, energy, and employment, are subject to a vote by the country’s citi-
zens. And some might argue that the Internet is creating new forms of direct democracy, as it
empowers political groups to raise money for their causes by appealing directly to like-minded
citizens.

However, today, as in the past, the most common form of democracy, whether for a town of
50,000 or a nation of 50 million, is representative democracy, in which citizens elect officials to
make political decisions, formulate laws, and administer programs for the public good.

1. The federal government of the United States is an example of a |:| (direct or represen-
tative) democracy.

2. Which of the following is an example of allowing the population as a whole to vote on an issue?

(A) a vote on issuing library bonds
(B) the election of a local mayor
(C) the election of the president

(D) a school board election
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Questions 3 and 4 refer to the following excerpt from a U.S. government publication.

In a democracy, government is only one thread in the social fabric of many and varied public
and private institutions, legal forums, political parties, organizations, and associations. This di-
versity is called pluralism, and it assumes that the many organized groups and institutions in a
democratic society do not depend upon government for their existence, legitimacy, or authority.
Most democratic societies have thousands of private organizations, some local, some national.
Many of them serve a mediating role between individuals and society’s complex social and
governmental institutions, filling roles not given to the government and offering individuals
opportunities to become part of their society without being in government.

In an authoritarian society, virtually all such organizations would be controlled, licensed,
watched, or otherwise accountable to the government. In a democracy, the powers of the gov-
ernment are, by law, clearly defined and sharply limited. As a result, private organizations are
largely free of government control. In this busy private realm of democratic society, citizens can
explore the possibilities of peaceful self-fulfillment and the responsibilities of belonging to a
community — free of the potentially heavy hand of the state or the demand that they adhere to
views held by those with influence or power, or by the majority.

. Which of the following is an example of an authoritarian society?

(A) Canada

(B) Kingdom of Sweden

(C) the former USSR

(D) the Republic of Korea (South Korea)

. All United States citizens have the right to elect

(A) their senator.
(B) Supreme Court justices.
(C) cabinet secretaries.

(D) army generals.
Questions 5—9 refer to the following excerpt from U.S. History For Dummies, by Steve Wiegand (Wiley).

Partly because of error and partly because of wishful thinking, Columbus estimated the
distance to the Indies at approximately 2,500 miles, which was about 7,500 miles short. But
after a voyage of about five weeks, he and his crew, totaling 90 men, did find land at around
2:00 a.m. on October 12, 1492. It was an island in the Bahamas, which he called San Salvador.
The timing of the discovery was good; it came even as the crews of the Ning, Pinta, and Santa
Maria were muttering about a mutiny.

Columbus next sailed to Cuba, where he found a few spices and little gold. Sailing on to an
island he called Hispaniola (today’s Dominican Republic and Haiti), the Santa Maria hit a reef on
Christmas Eve, 1492. Columbus abandoned the ship, set up a trading outpost he called Navidad,
left some men to operate it, and sailed back to Spain in his other two ships.

So enthusiastically did people greet the news of his return that on his second voyage to
Hispaniola, Columbus had 17 ships and more than 1,200 men. But this time he ran into more
than a little disappointment. Natives had wiped out his trading post after his men became too
grabby with the local gold and the local women. Worse, most of the men he brought with him
had come only for gold and other riches, and they didn’t care about setting up a permanent
colony. Because of the lack of treasures, they soon wanted to go home. And the natives lost
interest in the newcomers after the novelty of the Spanish trinkets wore off.
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5. By how much was Columbus in error in guessing the distance to the Indies? Write the answer in

thebox.[ |

6. On what date did Columbus arrive in the Bahamas?

(A) October 2, 1492

(B) October 12, 1492

(C) December 12, 1493
(D) Christmas Eve, 1492

7. Why did so many people want to sail with Columbus on his second trip?

(A) They were eager to settle new lands.

(B) They wanted adventure.

(C) They had heard stories about amazing cities.

(D) They had heard stories of the gold Columbus had found.

8. Why did Columbus cut his first voyage short?
(A) The Santa Maria had hit a reef and sank.

(B) His men were ready to mutiny.
(C) He had completed his task by setting up a small colony.

(D) Disease decimated his crew.
9. Columbus’s goal was to sail to the continent of |:|

Questions 10 and 11 refer to the following excerpt from U.S. History For Dummies, by Steve Wiegand
(Wiley).

On his second trip to the Americas in 1493, Columbus stopped by the Canary Islands and picked
up some 