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an of Rhodaan Lowazn the Fool,
King of Bacosh
Thary Askar great Udal chiefan
Essyn Tegar Hadryn chiel
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One

SASHACIRCLED, a light shift and slide of soft boots on

compoced earh The ot of har yooden seren

marked the circle's centre, effortessly extended from

fer Wwodsted grp. Opposie, Temn o later

fanch _likewise

arme knoted. it tard mescs

Sasha s eyes beheld his form without true focus. st

nire, not the face, nor the feet, nor

cxporialy e woadon tinig biade in i svong,
cskoused e

tattoo of flowing black ines rippled

upon o bco as s A e T o

stired in a gust of wind, tangled where t fel long and

pattybrided doun i back.Hih above,an sage

caled, launched to fight from the row of pines on the
rorbar ige vetacking th Baern ey of cantal
Valhanan province. The westery sun was fading

oot o rage: oting among o pinen casing
ong. looming shadows. The valiey' enfi leng
alve win goldenight leaming of o ood-singed
of the houses that ined the central road, and
bngnemng(he ‘green pastures 1o either side. Nearby,
several young horses froicked, an exberance of
and gleaming manes and tails. From a nearby
circle, there came an eruption of yells above the
repealed clash of wooden blades. Then a s
ud, and a pause for breath.
Ofalof s, Sashawas avars, A uhen Toryans
lunging attack came, she deflected and counte
i o o, slashin sckes, and srcked her g
fiend hard across the bel
Toryan curs, goosrakredy and eacsted e
proteciive banda that laced fimiy about his forso
St o o ko, wih e o 2 men g
sine esigned o s e
Sasha shugged, backing away with a fight,
balanced poise. “You attacked." she said simply.
Gir's getin’ cute,” Geldon remarked from amidst
irclo of orlookers. Sasha flashed Geldon a grin,
twirling her stanch through a series of rapid circles,
moving e more than her wrists
Ay ben cde, bker-man she said ey
rom the crow,

hai
dismanted the formidable swordwork of one of their

move, o iy consrason Buoger 1o
s oty Toata 25 good an opearg ok e
anyone's got. I someane has a beter suggeston, fm
allears.

improve,” Tyal remarked.

*Kessiigh says the low forehand is a more effective
opener than the high." Sasha intemupted as Teriyan
92 Tyl a waming siare. “For a man yor size,

R Teryan made a mock dismissive gesture,
‘bt Kessigh what woud fe know abou forest
rdwork? You and him can sick to your snoaky
Saaerd Loave h foal Ting s, o
L koo tew 30 1. or ot
Sasha asked i exsporaton, Tere
in who wo.

o

Abell clanged from the centre of town, midway up
the valley. Stanches lowered, and allcommotion
about the taining yard ceased as men tumed to look
st Again h be, echoing of e sisep valley
sides, and then again, as someone got a good rhythm
ono puleyrope.



Rack your weapons!” yelled Byom, the training hall
proprietor, above the sudden commotion as men ran,
o0t tundering up o seps fom he utside yrd o
the open, broad floorboards of the inner hall. “No
haste in s hall respect the circles!”

Despite the haste, men did keep o the dirt paths
between tachadar circies, carefu not 1o disturb the
careful laid stones, nor the sancity of the space
within. Sasha moved with less haste than some,
seaing it point in elbowing through the crush of

men taking the lead. She walked instead with

high-ceilinged interor, uniacing her banda, and taking
Hime i skt 1l Yesore fom e upodan ok
arier. weapons,

Kessligh had instructed her often, one never rushed.
Most men did not own horses and began ruming
p the trail toward the main road. Sasha fetched Peg
from his fleld beside the trairing hall, used a stone
paddock wall o moun, ard aloped hm in el
ake..but befre she cokd go a6 10t e
potied a famiar bay mare coming up the road
o e vaining hal 3 sk, re0-ared g1t upon her

o o itin 2 ool bl face She wos
hersey—was _sweating
Jastreliy Maybe enough s niod e 5
Specd, Sasha reckoned with @ measuring_eye,
knoving Chersey' ablties every bt as wel as Peg's.
“Sasm Lynatie gasped, “its Damon. Damons.

Sasha frowned. “Damon came to Baeryn? With

.tk s he Fakon Guard She brushed
raged b ofcrng et o o o 9.8
gust of valley wind caught it. Her long

Dliod el above e 65, i st s
decorum, exposing a pair of coarse weave riding
pans beneath. And leather boots in the stirups. “Tm
ot sure...| was taking Chersey for a ride out past
Speamaris Ridge when | saw them coming, so |

been lately posted in Baen-Tar. “You didnt speak to
tham? Youdortow why ey trs?
ad. “No, | came straight back
andd Jacgar andhe sertsomeore g the bel,
and then | came looki
"Damnit Ly, ko > go and get Kessligh—
he went to buy some chickens.
. Hlbar h bolfnging surly” Lynato askod n
riusion, as more men mourled nearby, and went
gsuopu\q Up the r0ad.
ssigh akes i cickens ey serosly” Sasha
s "ty i g
Ity said Lynette doubtiuly. sasm mckaa Pog
with her heels, and wert racing up the 1oz
Puled Cheroey about i i and folowed a8 bost
she could. A short way along, Sasha came across
Teriyan, Geldon and several others, ruing at a
steady pace. She pulled Peg 10 a trot alongside and
e miing o 1 T
Com
ﬁ S

id, “council heads should get

i answered without breaking
slnde i e ot e brde ot o oo Sasha
nt racing past on Chersey. "Hey,

stone walls, catching the ful face of the sun before it
vaished behind the ridge.

s gaining fast on two men ahead as she
reached the main Basrn road. Upon the woaden
verandahs flarking ey fof

et orS ity e oo e\deny(nlk in

Jott cosks or itad s, and e man row
vaking or nming dory i oads broad edge.
Keormh 50 midde dont for b
gt passed v g hrses n & et of
hooves.

The rad wound st Gkl bk, ran past
the trading  house: de alleys leading to
warshouses, and the wumsmys of jewellers, poters,



dsmoted e n s bookig e s, kg
before the stone facade of the Steltsyn Star, Baerly's

only inn. Heraldsmen held banners, gusting now in !

light valley wind, indicating that Damon was stilin the

cinity
Sasha pulled up beside several men from the
tsiog o ey 0 soars. e appearsd
oo o ffort ey o lea h rogmerts rrsos
jown the Stars side lane, 10 the stabl
adocs tar srocred saumeas«em ey
wall al the rear. Her searching eyes found Jaegar,
Baertris headman, spon e Sirs verar\dah
gesticuating in eamest discussion, then
Tick, oued i across T sermomanised mass
of waiting men and horses. He spoke
tall darkly handsome and notable by his purple and
green iding cloak, the gold clasp at his neck, and t
gleaming siher pommelof s aword at o . Now
twentythree summers, by reckoning, and
seeming tired and dishevelled o e At o
e it respecd darcs, wcet e Foeon
‘captain young man in lordly clothes,
saneny suwem o comesaton whom 1ok 0

e - guard capiin med pon e step and
shouted above the snort and stamp of hooves, the
Jangle of armour and the busy discussions of men, “h
nits down the lane! The stables are already half ful,
il them as you can, then fil the bam—it should take
st on The e bure's Proe moro poperies
batind the i towar e vy sid, o shouk
enough room in those barns, f ot
Kook on e et doot Be pote vt not 8 hay
e disturbed without permission, nor a chicker's
oo plucked, nor a sows tail puled. il ot have the
good fok of Valhanan saying the Falcon Guard make.
poor guest! Tend o your mourts, on gater back
here for a good hot meal on the king'
“That got a rousing cheer from al pr
o Men of Baer” beloned Sachar wih a barel
hested volume that supassed even the captain. He
vas a siocky man of midding ! I:\ght m -

mas: uders.
Sopeon 1o coe ooy one 4o oo ooy
the other darkly ominous...except darker side
was facing the ight Upon closer inspection, the spit-
mask of Gostenyal manfood revdled s frer
iniricacies of weaving curls, waves and flour

Sunligrt glinted on the many fings in his ears‘ m
pon the siver chain about his broad, sculpted

1o bar parsd ceanly doun e midde, b
down the contre of fis back in a single, leather-ied

“Those wih space avaliabe ndoors, plecse d &
sergeant or corporal and say sol” Jaegar continued.

nd a nightin ik cold!llys, we'd welcome some
music inside tonightt” There was a cheer from the
Bery owrioh o 1 e e Facon Gt
inall curiosity and eagemess to

“And Upwyd with the ale” yelled someone from the
periphery. “Don't forget the alel” And thal got an
enommous cheer from everyone, soldiers and locals
alke.

Jasgar held both caloused hands skyward to
uistan e rcket. s bakowed, s the bonoue
of Basihn i fecave s most s vaiton!
Thvoe choers for ho Facon Gua

oot etod o Boerers Hoora Hoorah”

“Thee cheers for Master Jarydl" with an indication
othe young man beside them on the verandah. Again
the cheers. The young man held up a hand
choerful grin. Something about the glamorous cut of
his clothes, and the selfassured smile on his ips,

Sasha's mild surprise, were loudest of all. Damon,
¥ rtad, garced down ot e ing boots and
looked _uncomforiable. She repressed  an
exaspevated . Samo o Daron
rsfor Baern” vl e captai, and
e okders ancwered backnfind.Lets movel”
With e more fooe, o soklicrs bagan ing down



the Star's cobbled side lane. Sasha finally completed
her rough headcount, and artived at perhaps eighty
menand horses, el rumbers e 8 good we
w the road past the inn. The sirength of standing
companies varied from province 1o province—in
fh, the greal amowed cavaly companies
Falcon

five hundred at ful strength. Perhaps this oningers
had leftin a hurry and the others were folow

St lo Pag n o care o afamer o Krow wel,
Damon and the young Tyree lordling stood in
continved conversation with Jaegar, now joined by

horses—the Baertyn men rough and hardy Goeren-yai
wartiors. And_Damon tall cipped and_eleganty
attired, a Verenthane medalion—te eightpointed
star—promieriy suspended on a Chain abou s

b Goerenyai and city Verenthanes. The old
Lenayin, and the new: The Goeren-yai believed in the.
ancient spirits of Lenay hils, the Vererthane in the.
foreign, lowlands gods. Sasha was bom Verenthane,
but lived amongst Goeren-yai...and was raised by
Kessiigh as Nasi-Keth, the followers of the teachings
offarof Sashen She sameimes wondereshed
gods o spirts in a
previous i to have esemer ety o compleaios
fate. She often thought things would bo 0 much
simpler if she Coud just choose one or the other...or
i B4 o mater which she cruc, e oo
Would offend countiess powerful peoy
e et e i s ceared e
gathering about the steps, and lioted briskly up
Darmon saw her at o last moment and siaigiored

vl Neaty commmalon sbply swsd, and
comerssion pauiad as people tumed (o o
Damon- sald Sssha, managing a hoFgeruine

sl as Jasgar quickl made wey fo her aiop he

*Sashandra," Damon repied, similary il-at-ease.
And then, with meaningful emphasis, “Sister” And
Spread his ams to embrace her. Sasha retumed the.
hug, the firs time she had embraced her brother in
neary a year, by her immediate reckoring. From
shou e verandah and Lpon e 1o, tro wss

appla me cheering. Beneath Damor's
fiding Soben Sear ek e weightof chainmail,
for a
she

hown on her face, for Damon barely repressed a
sl ofis own
" Sasha, repled, and meart it “What
my humble to
a e young prince with a hard sigh.
Tt o e .

=

“We're stil not clear exacty what happened.” Damon
said (0 the table, hs voice raised (o carry above the
mealtime clamow. Changed into a clean shirt
beneath a pattemed leather vest, covered again by
th ridng cloak nregal purle nd gren, e ooked
o Sasha's eyes far more comfortable now than i the
armour. His fingers toyed absenty with the wine cup.
We only received word that Great Lord Rashyd
Telgar is dead, and that Great Lord Krayiss is
nsibie.”
Sasha stared sulerly at the open fire upon
cenve of e iars mainfoor. Flames bzsd wumn
stonelined pit as several
ot and o e ree. Sising. apis. Men
chotored st g s btusen calg suppors s
aeryn sorved as waitars, humying back
o i o e e of 2
Vaces oared in conesaton,and heet cadised
ire, as music and the smell of good food



filled the confined air beneath the Star's low ceiling.
“Youre suo it was Krayiss that kiled Rashyd?"
Jsegar prssed rom s seat sorglde Captan
mmander of the Faicon Guard. Tytun and

S et St on eer ae o Damon oL e
head of the table. On Sasha's left sat Teriyan, widely

Kessiigh sat empty. ¥ Damon were oflended at his
absence, he didnt show i Probably he knew that
Kessigh wss Kesslgh,and dd s e plessad.

g Damon sped o Jaoga
somowna tostly, bk recovred o i outrst no
Soona an T b o, Samo 54 Daon ndeos,
Sasha ol sauy Damon look 2 brealn. T oy

aen-Tar.
measenoe sia e i was cead e e
must folow. Against Krayliss.”
o took

p the remains of his vegetable raal with a piece of

bread. The table exchanged sombre glances, an

asis of sl amongst o auous din. Sasha et
28 and simply stared at the cental fire.

Krayiiss of neighbouring Taneryn province.  seemed
hat the age-old confict between Hadryn and Taneryn
had flared

history that entailed. Sasha did ot trust herself to
speak, lest some sip of caution unleash the seething

Lerainrad to provinces—levr,f oo courted
lands of royal Baen-Tar. A centuy earier the.
Lme-auun i pormanentyesiabishod o o
reated a ciass of nobilty 1o rule over
. o of e provoces save . o oy
were Verenthae. The cne exceplon of corse, wee
Taneryn. Lord Krayiss was the only Goeren-yai great
lord in Lenayin. No surprise then that the Hadryn-
Taneryn border remained the most troubled in
Lenayin. To all the many causes for counless
centuries of war between the Hadryn and Taneryn, the
Liberation had added religion.
As rand as e Libeaton had been rot o he
Lenay peoples
Udatyn pooples, o Liberaton had pven dsacor
Today, they lived trapped in their valk)
boundaries

13

heretics. L remained perhaps the mos
emotive of umesolved conflcts in Lenayin. For
Goerenyai across Lenayin, the Udahyn represented
antiquiy, the old ways from before the Liberation, too.
strong 1o die, 00 proud to give up the fight. I the
Udalyn were somehow invohved in tis latest calarity,
Sasha reckoned, then matters couid become very
grim indeed

“Rashyd's men were on manoeuvre, we heard,”
said Caplain Tyrun, downing his mouthul with a gup.
of wine. Tynn had a lean, anguar face, lie the falcon

clipped, Sasha noted with reluctant curosity, than
most Verenthane officers, although his face bore no
sign of the ink quil, nor his ears of ring
pagan decoration. Most likely he was no Goeren-yai,
although if he wore a Vererthane medalion, it lay
hidden beneath his turic. It seems he was kiled
within Taneryn borders. What he was doing there, if
he was there, we dont know.”
“Making sance, st kely’ Teran romarked
around a mouthful. "Hadryn's cla
o of Ty o connos, G Rashyd e
anghg o a var since s atrer i
inged.” Tyrun cortinued,ignoring
o dark ook tht Bamon o on Tervan, ‘A Tt
ensued between Rashyd's men and Krayiss's. Some
wereledan botside. A Krayhss lked Ry
personall, withclear infent. So the messenger said.
e mightnot eve soen Ll oegar cautones
,.Or mightbe g trough s el o priec e
his ass of a lord, Sasha though! to herself,
[tietiatoebibrishusiai it




e oy, kg I of Lord Rashyd so
soon after his deat
calamity was ber  immediate
compotrion’ N one I pese o pars Wed Lorg
Rashyd Telgar, with is arogant
et verenthane codes. But ot Ky 1 Kl rim.
re some who'd said that Lord Rashyd sat at
the king's right hand. And others who'd said that the.
king, at Lord Rashyd's.

Trun eard Jsegar cauton and stmaged. “As
you say” he sai e ot o docarr wher
happened. But Krawss s s s iolrarce
for a long time
v ou ek kmg st put s oot down. e,

heel of

Ourkug, said Mastar.laryﬂ‘scmsmlhruly, is
vastly long on tolerance. He is a merciful man, a man
o gods,forsurol thoy avour i My alhor says
that Lord Krayliss has preyed upon this mercy as a

e
Spanking. With His Highness the Prince’s blessing, |
er 1y it prsohy’

Jayd lo with a flourish,
lounging in his chair as an i g who
yished obers o obsee e fct Sasra ose

N ol o Gk ey rou revr s00n e
paruar young noble face ooce. bafore. Janyd
Nyvar was a name known the length and breadih of

Lireyin and evenrose T Soons o v vt
the_endless gossip of Verenthane nobilty knew
Sometning of is explois. At no more than twent-or
summers, Jaryd Nyvar was the heir of Tyree. His
mother was a cousin o Sasha's father—King Torvaal
Lenayin—which made her and Jaryd related, she
Supposed. I was hardly uncommon amongst Lenay
obllty_she was prbably misd b b more
arrogant young puss-heads than Jaryd Nyvar. But it
radhor unasey al e same
year at one of the great toumaments, Jaryd
Vo win pesonl Foeurs of syordvor o
Norsermaran. 1o Tompcyarcs was.famoe, s
dancing ety ol and o e 33 o
grand gestures to the ladies before every bout Sasha
had heard it said jokingly that Janyd's swordwork
50 excellent because he'd spent most of his days
beating off hordes of girs, and their mothers, with a

stick.

Looking at him now, she grudgingly conceded the
stories of his appearance were not oo far-felched
H evas very pretty, with light brown hair wom
‘somewhat longer than most Verenthanes, just above.
the colar at the back, and large, dark brown eyes that

‘mischif in equal measure.

had not heard of his command posting (o the Falcon
Guards. Perhaps his father grew tired of is pointiess
galivaning and thought to put his skis o some
docent, discpinad e Ao s ey i, wes
ing Pertaps et aced o e

e Falcon Guar was posted 1 Baén-Tar fo e
smerr Teryon asked Jans.

tter half of the summer, aye,” Jaryd agreed.

Ho ook a rope o 5 o g fossed | casly
into s mouth. "We trained with the.
others._gave them a right spanking oo might o
Right, Captain?

“Aye, MLord” Captain Tynn agreed easiy. “That
we did"

e serd in both s ad Tewns” Ticyen

said, chewing on a sice of roast meat. "That entiro

Dordors 1l of armod mon waitng vor o0 nidet |

wonder I he Faon Guad i bs

e oo, e, it gy man car 5 evaryhers

o once. I s ges certos, herel bo hundreds
round like headless chickens. Thousands,

e
- comparics aro several days befind
mon said. “Each of thoso is promised at
Gocarto i 1 Srorgh-oa oced mn n o,
Most of the Falcon Guard were on manoeure about
Baen-T Thats another undred. We et in 0o much
aste for anyting more.
“We'd have gathered a Vahanan company on
way trough. Captain Tyun added, "out re's rone
standing reacy at prosers. Wo did thk it commo
sense (0 gather Yuan Kessigh on the way though,
A
empyy chair Sasha
e i o st 1 b



surprised if he weren't.”
Jaryd slapped the table with one hand, delighted.
“Wonderful” he excaimed. To ride with Yuan

Kesslg e dreamed of hat st | 425 2 i
sidel That fool

8570 o8 wo row or aurs, Lod Krnhos dessss
the benefi of any doubt, surely? Or has my fathers
low changed s ractcaly wheh lwasT walehng?
Jaryd smiled broadly, in the manner of a masterful
varior chalenged 1o a duel by a raggecy e
farmer's girl with a stick. “MLady. he said,
respect, minl od, “suly you know what Lcm

Krayiiss is like? The man s 5 Dot 2.2 oo
tiet~a uain, sinsing. pompous foo who s a ot
Upon o Good nebity of Lanayin now.

spparedy o murdere, tough s i oy e
o one who
oy Kmyﬁss Master Jaryd. Have yor
gz ot W sl souly iy ot
. 1find your desciption
coum s rmaciy descibe i as o oner”
I 100 have , several times,” Jaryd
sam ooty S o i s e comoreod
omen on s mater tat id ot imohe
her g\ggl\m; shyly with stary eyes. “He is...or rat
on. a1 tmas coniroriingly S0, Bu a1
ioast o was ot .. sragayoaced, mindess
chestthumping. .." he waved a hand, searching for a

oty wsmne 'k G0 gied rom i ear. an o
e The org braid, i, was ke noting &
respecibl Verentian woud ver oo 0w
Anger 0o fre Great Lot of Teo's
eyes. B pt i ‘my mouth, MLady" he said
accusingly. ‘| meant no such thing!
“You young Verenthane lords put words in your own
Sasha reforted. “and scarcely a thought
before puting them thers. Remember whose guest
yousre, Thaytefrio polts b sayso. 1
“Shut up, both of you
s o T yourd o e ot e 9
tace of cool demesnour vanshed. Sasta siared
back, dark ojes smouderg. ‘Pleass exss my
siser, Mastor sy said Darnon, i orced caim.
*Hor tompers are famous.”
“And her allegiances.” Jaryd mutered.
Oh pray do tell us all what that means?” Sasha
excimed.as Damon oled s eyes nstaton
I have many Goeren-yai friends, MLady" Jaryd
s, lveig a rger atver for smptass. ‘Nore, of
iss even a jot. You, on the
v hale soom a1 00 pleased 0 nsh 10

e ot esolgh. They acoms e of setion of
plotting against my father.” She put both hands upx
tre bl wilh i pupose. ‘e you acotsing me of
sedition, Master Jar

Jaryd biinked, o, ofcourse,was punished by
death, with o exceptions. A person so accused,
wibout easonable proc, ad covious gounds o an
orour sl Tose. s, s In deat. Wit vy

ow oxcoptons Jaryd siaried 1o Smif once more
disbelevrgy No man about he table seemed 1o

e i ment champion
by Leneyin seemed barey o roice

No," he said, offrandedy, with an exasperated
raise of his eyes o the eiling, as though he fel his

dignity severely pained to_have o tolerate such
dreadtl sily peope: ool Sasha ot darky “OF

e not. Your tempers delude you, MLady. | have
rothng bt admiraton for so great a Verenthane
beautyas your own”

“Tellme, young Master Jaryd," said Tenyxn ey
forward with evidert amusement, chew ome
broad. “Have you over spared 2oainet a vartor
trained inthe st

Ui 8 mtr ot o Jaryd said iy, The only



two people so trained in Lenayin, | believe, are
Kessigh Cronenerdt and his uma. And the visiing
serin, of course, bu they never erfer a swordwork
contest, even though | have oflen seen them at
foumarmens”

“And have you ever wondered why the sein don't
enter swordwork contests?” Teriyan pressed.
a . “Perhaps they are afrai.
“Not afraid, young Master” said Teriyan. “Just
polite.”

S

Damon strode angily along the upper corridor, the.

lowed, conscious that her own foofsteps made far
Jes ol e rthrs,ard tt e especive
weighs were ol bl Tasscn vy W they
eren e room, Damon avered Sasha maide
Gosod e door and tvowontre e
sccommodation
weri Fous s arger thanmos: o i Strs rooms,
its foorboards covered with a deer hide rug, and
small windows inaid across the stone wals. Against
th i wal, o age b, wih ol poss anc sof
resses beneath pile
nen Bowoen tho w0 bods, o fropace, crackhng
iy, and a small pile of firewood in the wi
baskelcogside
“Why do you have to go and do that? Damon
demandad of her back. Sasha waked 1o he space

en the two beds, where heat from the fire
provided some comfort.

“Go and do what?” she retorte

“And this!” Damon excaimed, striding over,
reaching with one hand toward the tr-oraid upon the
side of her head...Sasha ducked away, scowing at

“Is a t-braid, Damon. One braid for each of the
three spiit levels. Don't they even feach basic
Goeren-yai lore in Baen-Tar any more?"

“Why, Sasha?” Damon demanded, angily. “Why

wear 7
“Because m Lenay” Sasha st back. “Whatare

it Right now.
‘Sasha folded her arms in disbelif. ‘Make me!" she
exclaimed. Arisen from the dinmer table, there was a
more weapons besides.

Damon.rike Masneuaryu knew betier.
asha.” he exclaimed, with a sharp
oing o reab 1. o bo b 1o e oo
fngerslced wihn s thik dak al ooing s he

would never witlingly appear before hi
2t loss. A year ses v seon you. A lyear | 4
almost looking forward (o seeing you again...almost
Canyoubeteve tat? A is s h welcome Igel”
asha s st aim, sulely. Hertemperslowy
coong s e gasedup o et o ot a1 e
Lerainine vers bssed wi highi-she was proo
nough of that oderately tall
Joung man, with  bulk hat spoke moro of sheed
and baiice than bndo siengh. Ho woul be very
handsome indeed, hougr, if ot for the
Cecasonaly pevcant s of v i ot ity
childish whine in his lone whenever he fell evens

oang agarstrim

s the middie child of ten royal siblings, of
Mnm rine now survived. With Krystoff dead, Koenyg

voud be e, tad he ot fund
Tergion and commiod fe Verortuno ouer
raad, i ‘ber Tavere messing

Bemon. Socondite raw and. srioing 56 vy

hard beneath the burden of expectation that came of

one martyred brother who was alreadylegend, and an

overbearing stone-head of a surviving elder brother.
fm ot a Vererthane, Damon,” Sasha told him,

commiment ks ol makig overt saemers of
loyaly towar

iy e nels ot Syae famed. “Goorenya aro
imore than half of Lenayin last | looked! It's only you



Small vilages and towns filed with decent, hard-
working folk who ask nothing more than good ruers
ind the right to continue being who they are without
some shaven-headed, black-fobed idiot stroling into
teirives and aemwm theirfealty.”
name is Lenayint® Damon
paused oo m\paﬂ of thatsink in. Wiser thanto
5 o or provcators Tt s now T amycf

any circumstances, break with tha continuiy of te fine
of Lenayin!”

Sasha waved both hands in disgust and strode
‘across the floor (o lean against a window rim. Looking

Warrior sat low 's oy
traced the bright stars of shouider, elbow and sword
mel rais

‘Sasha” Damon stolled o her previous spot,
blocking the fire's warmih. “Master Jaryd speaks the
nh. There have been rumours, since the call to
Rathynal, of Krayis courting your approval.
sha rotorted, broath
5. “Rumour is the
obsessionof the ruiing Giass, everyone always talks of
1 r et devlopment o i n e wih o
ver a care for the concems of the people.
Eiey bl
“hat who do o ik you ar. S o
sid i srsporson. 'a har
o7 Becas | vl e you ¥ ws‘ e swmurs
receay por s of i
Kot o ok canot e dismesss 5o ooy,
oy dohave a stong floving amongs s of e

P iy oversate,”Sasha countere, ounding on
him. She folded her arms and leaned her backside

aron i3 sy 60, 0f 9 peole
sroud Yoow what e Laabn mean o Goerenel ol
in. Such appeals cannot be taken

Vofa peopl oo now Sasha said darly oure
oo guoing what Koery tod you Knows.
thing”

broke off his reply as the oo ratted, held

T ressslon ad he siode 3Py 1o s door

Kesshgh rtered, bokding a wicker cage occuped by

trse fappi,cucking cicke
Said ho_greatest 5wmdsmem in
Lemym roking o e He cared e cage scrots

veds dont ke the cold so much. Makes for bad

Rt h appsared o notce Damen for e fst e,
as the young prince relatched the door and came

foream in the Lenay fashion. Damon had
il a hoad on Kessign and neary By years of
youh. Yet somehow, in Kesslighis presence, he
seemed to shrink in stature.

“Yuan Kessligh” Damon said, with great deference,
“Yoan,' Sasha reflected, watching them from her
windowsill. The only formal tt Kessligh st retained,

thos
radiions that bound the dual faiths of Lenayin
together, rather than pulled them a part. But Kessligh,



of couse, was neither Goeren-yal nor Verenthane.
“An o o seeyoonco more

Likewise, you mon,” Kessiigh repiied, his
o o i et fammar Kessigh-edge. Sharp
and cutting, in a way that ong years in the service of

refined Loy fods hd reve el e ird

shoop Wit a cypcgarce seross o Sashe
less impressed by the
oo of e omer Lorey Commander of ATiGs

ost.
well..” Damon cleared his throal. “You have
rea. o Abou v o shyd?”
Toss batiakig dounsiar” essigh e ouny
Catching up with o friends, l:
550 Master Jan ik Ive (0 66 past dawn. |

Darmon binked, looking most ncertain. Which was
often e way fo those conronted wih Kesslgn's
7 irreverence on matters that most considered

oL Sopees ot e Damon s, win futar
at sasha.

ooty b . Please, ortyou s i
someone bring up s

“Aready dore” sam Kesshgh o rankou’ A
he sat, w o, cross-legged on the further
bed. wih he cmmm muming ot ceking 1
themseives on the foor

o comivered o susy i profios s Damon

undid his swordbelt and made o sit on the bed

oppest Domons o ewdonty andovs e
ft and ot entrely prono.
Kesslighis, rugged and lined s, wih a

Like 2 work of caning xpory dore vt rever onirly

ke ety benosth v peo o men vl
Wwas a posture that wasted not a musce or

sinew, an eficiency bom of ifelong discipline and

devotion [0 detail. And

hip, as with most fighting men of Lenayin, but clipped

1o the bandolier on his back, as with al fighters of the

svaalverd sty.

Damon sat with less poise than Sasha's teacher—
or uman, n the Saalsi tongue of the serin—placing a
foot on the bedirame and puling up one knee. At his
foet, the chickens clucked and flutiered at the further
disurbance. Damon oked at th chicers. Ard at
Kessligh. Struggling to thirk of

asha tie ed o koo ancnchariablo amio n eheck
good chickens?" he managed finally
Sasha coughed, a barely restrained spiuter. Damon
sothera dar ook
im ting (o broaden the breeding range,”
Kesshgh repled serenely. “These are kersan ross,
nds. The eggs have an interesting
flour, uch et for making ght pasties,
amon asked, attempling
Inres e ot e Lenay custom that no
serious talk could begin bofore the toa armived. Poor
Damon was horible at small alk.
‘A local farmer placed an order tough his
comectons” Kessigh repied. °A wonder ading

tom the Torovans. Place an
orderwit o fght pecre ans a Toovan ‘comvoy will
soterinwoorivee ‘morths. Theyre becoming quite

PR it al Wigs Toroan” Sasha romarked
Damon frowned at her. Kessligh simply smied.

She who f o
spices in all her foods, washes regularly with the
imported oifs of coastal Maras, lives off the wealth
Yo Trown o of Lensyred horses, spsaks
foreign tongues, and has been known to down
erre tankards of slo with siing o vavelers
playing Ameryn games of chance. But o lover

of foreigners she.
Kesslighs sharp eyes fixed upon her, sardonicaly.
‘Sasha held her tongue, eyebrows raised in a manner
that invited praiso for doing so. There had boen times

onthe door, which Sasha answered and found the tea
debveredona ey
the tray on a footstool for Kessiigh to



prepare, then settied into a reclining chair with a sigh
of aching

Damon accepted his tea with evident discomfort.

ince or nol, few Lenays felt comfortable having
Kessligh serve them tea. But that had not stopped
Kessligh rom cooking for entre tables of Baeriyn fok
when suitable occasions arose. Sasha had always
found it curious, this yawning guff between the popular
Lenay notion of Kessigh the vanquishing war hero,
and her familir, homespun reaity. Kossigh the sor
of poar ock workes in owas Patodo, adg
capital of Torovan, for whom Lenay w
i) lnguage sil spoken wih & xme & o
lowlander vowels rem
Sacha had long since g iiiog Kesshgh .
Nos Kolh—a ‘sorn cut (o Tovomert. Kession
insisted) whose presence had long been prominer
moret ne-rpovncred poomes of Potoder
Kessligh, seriniend, with oid ties and allegiances
that even tese cdecades ofHe ard fame inLenayn
had not managed o

Kossigh corsidered. Sasha's vident weariness

with amusement, sipping at his tea. ‘Did Teriyan wear

ed.
“More  demonstrations,” Sasha replied wiyly.
stretching out legs and a free amn, arching her back
ke a cat. Her lefl shoulder ached from a recent strain.
Iseemed to have alered the balance of her grip, for
the tendon of her left thumb now throbbed in sympathy
where her grip upon the stanch had somehow
fightened, unconsciously. The knuckles on hor right
o viro brised whore 2 starch had caug e,
and several more impacs ached about her ribs,
causing a wince if one were pressed wexpectedy.
The front of her right ankle remained tender from
/d tumed it several days ago, during one of
Kesslfts ook amrlss. A tose wre st
the pains she was most aware of. Al in al, just
anoter day for e uma of Kessigh Gronemvert
“They d, 50 ther
cvaawrd. And aihr tha leamig. ey e spend
the whole time complaining thatifs impossible.”
Kessligh shook fis head. “Svaaiverd is taught from
crador ot ko si. ‘st heylean it
I makes an il it with traditional Lenay techniques
Men who try both get their footing confused and e
Demmsahes
coud by teaching the Kids," said Sasha,
soping her oun ta. "Befre Jaegar and ohers get
their
e cuturehere 1 s Kessigh rpliod. I oath
o tamper with it. Tradition has ifs own strength, and
its own ife. And | fear ve caused enough damage o
Lenay custom already.” Meaningf
Sasha snorted. "Well |would be a good litle farm
wench, but its dificut o fight in dresses, and
mpossitle o ide. *
ud have kept your hair long,” Kessligh

“And wom a maris braid?” With a glance at
Damon, wh listened and watched with great intigue.
The former Lenay Princess and the fomer Lenay

a woman at al. The only option left
was 1o cut it short as some of the serin girs wear it. |
dorit do everything just o be diffcul, you know, | did
semlypusome Pough ok

The of that equal your
condiaion Klsshgh omanod v amusapent

Sesha gave Daron an exasparied ook, T i

s for entertainment in the great mind of

Keossigh Cronanverdt” sh to i, “Balting me in
frontof others.”

“What's nol entertaining about it?" Damon said
warlly. Sasha made a face athi
I assume youe made comment on Sasha's new
appandage?” Kessigh continund wryy. win nod
Por s, ‘S iniss ts o te ation Myse. |
fer why she o Torovan jewelery and
knee High boot ke goodproper Loy ok
ha grinmed. Damon blirked, and sipped his tea
o covr o o o o Ve o figure out what to
say. “You appr said
Kessigh made an expansive shiug
disapprove...” He held a hand in Sasha's direction.




‘Behold, young Damon, a twenty-year-old female. In
the face of such as b o ! conseqpence s tor

approve or disa)
Damon snmgqed ey ost Loray fomits e
less accommodaing. Tradition, as you s

Teed an eyeorow £ was more poknban i
shed expected from Darmor
Ty e Kestigh roped camy “Lam her

uman. In the ways of the serrin, and thus the ways of
s NeskKalh o ot for uman o s pats o

their uma. She wil go her own way, and find her
path. Shoud she howe chosen sudy and herbal ore
instead of swordwork and soldiery, that would also
e besn her hoice..altough o Someha poorer
teacher |would have made, no d

50 19 o 8 common owse i the Goarons vyai
of Lenayin.” He strugged. *Hardly suprising, having
e omoncst hom et of ot ety e T
mistake you all make, be you Vereninanes or
romantics like Krayfiss, is 1o think of her as anything

er

Our king concems  himself with many. tings;
onssld midy

ssiigh. *He owes me 100 much.
non ng “Tonvasl sy repays e debls” Damon
gazed down at his tea cup. “Baeryn is not the most
dirct ine from Basn-Tar o Taneryn. What pupose
does this dotour sorve?”

Damon glanced up. “Your assistance,” he said
iy You e as grety espacied I Tanaryn a6
fere Myfaber foo and agree s prosence
InTanenyn woukd caim e oo of e

s Jsice, must be be Kige- Kesshgh
ephed, a erd stre uribing upon the yourg price’s
face. ‘I camnot take his place. Such a role is more
yous hanmine.”

“We have concom about e pecpl of Hodon
talirg maters hay mon.
nayin has been el o of ol S over e

- century. The king would ot see such old history.

repsstad.Yourprssence ok be aked”

ecial powers over the hard men of

Had"/m "esd Kessigh, vitha sake of s hesd “The

never loved me. Duing the Great War, my
successes stole much thunder from the norther lords,

rorberme: Bt skl e ot ews Gosrane
n Nasiotn as samo cloth—
irodeomaby pagan and gud\eii 10 ot see it
presence ther
ymehcone? Damon pre
Kessligh sipped his tea, his eyes not leaving
he

Sasha. “These events make for great uncertainty. |
had thought for her to remain in Baerly, with a
complementofFlcon uerd o protecion’

‘o what?" Sasha asked, with no diplomacy at

Kesshgh held up a hand, and she held her tongue,

ing. He unfolded his legs, in one lithe move, and
posic it pour some more tea from the

rihenglaze teapot. “She's safer at my side,” he
said. And gazed closely at Damon. “And’her
continued presence here, away from me, would only
create an iiting target, wouldrit you say? in these
uncertain times, s best to be sure.”



dwo

“lw wem A R soEF Sasha whispered
incoduosly 30 she waked wih Kessigh ou
vough s rear esit, and inlo the paved

Poble wenchto be protectat 7
“The right chil was sharp, breath frosting before hor
ips as she spok remains of a decining fire

bumed it the courerd, sutouded by o great

mewhere

nearby. Kessigh walked so as to oon vl con of

the ' it and ogater they psssad umotce n
dark.

P amris ot hro o me, Sashay Kessiigh said
grimly. hands in the pockels of his jacket as he

ve been teling you, with your
Tionds and drikcng sessions, and T now gowth
sprouting from the side of your head? Krayiiss is
mking s mow, Sas, K5 o desperse. supid
foolish move, o than one might have
oo o Kagiso. o brogors mardom
we're all not extremely caref, e might just get iL”
frowne. S s t when Kessigh ot
like this. He made everything
Wny colat e kst acoept what e . ana how
she felf? Why couldrit everyone? “Krayiss. . and she
shook her head, trying 1o clear her mind. “Krayliss
canit use me as a figurehead.” Trying 10 be rational,
im & woman, he'd never accept S worman es s
smbolof Gosrenl vl
than a woman." Kessigh cut in,
ot s K Kioyiesrten sl fregror,Sashe
ohat mers ma e kmlenders ard e serin
equaly, he makes no distincion. But
et i o gorire Gowronal i 6 oy
line that he's got, and he might just be desperate
g Have you soen i condon o e Fakon
Guas hses? Darmon made i s o Basr-
Tar fast. He came 1o secue you, to make sure
Krayits couit reach you fret Thats e Gaing of
your father’s advisors. Your father has e crough
fear of you. They have pier
"My father's advisors now include Wyna Telgar,”
Sasha mutered. “To hear Sofy tel of it, amyhow. fm
sure my edest brotrers wile Woud ot e been
to hear that her father s dead. | wonder why
did not come himsef, with that dragon
besating ot neck”
oenyg is a stckler for the res,” Kessigh
i iy Ry Spponcnct e o et o
ot go galivanting off {0 the provinces to bash some
lordly heads logether. Thats what junior princes are
s

Lomps It o daties atesd where sewesl
thlocalBaerhm mon
3 thom roguar siabehands. Several lac
ey it of sged saddenags. or anod
foads of hey_ The sir smeled of ray. manre ara
astas rose, @ most famiar ang
agreeeb\e cion nged it Be  swesiess
buminglamp ol
s the I, isnt i Sasha said, ams
wrapped b i only party o repress the
shivers_brought on by the cold air. Thats why
everyone's so juy
Treres @ ol o bo jumpy about sald Kessign
raising a hand in answer o the s respectful

s old
Con el n 6 i Bare gt were ey Yoo
shoud b -

worit be a war” Sasha said, with forced
cerainty s hey waked Gou 06 ong 1 of sables,

ot Klsshgh said grimiy
“And sari como hare al o e, Bo.caretd of
Master Jaryd—| know you derive great joy from



g
E

tuck-up young idiots like him, and |
Sympatio. B Ratmrel 1o 3 imo for a1 e groal
frd b make gt decisiors, and 1 Raiyral vl
afer than most. Lord Krayiss is a huge
Orsace i soch moearcs- a0 o a5 o coringe
1o sow division, Lenayin shal be forever divided, and
the Vererthane nobilty wil never have its way on any
greatissue. Lord Krayilss delightsin twisting the knife
and nining their grand plans at the most inopportune

“Whether you ke it or not, Vererthane nobilty hear
the rumours connet Goeren-yai, and to
Kmyﬁss and ey wory. o Lord Avsis s, here
very much difference b

ey Fopthiogiiia Surprised if his Imr.laryd
o ciflrety Yo can e certin Lo Rastyd
he nor Lenay ords who

o v o seo Kroiss deposed an e srire
g e ot replaced with agood
Vershirane family Lwout notsuprise me o ind hat

ord
possibly incuding Great Lord Aystin Nyvar of Tyree
himsef”
"Vo\lre tellng me that the gallant and_dashing
aster Nyvar may wish to plant a knife in my
et Saonn seggoo wihsorme ettty

hiding. Its sneaking selfinterest disguised beneath a
cloak of smiling Verenthane brotherhood, and that
makes it even more dangerous than when it was out

its always the knife you can' see that kils

1d profer the old days,” Sasha srorted. ‘At least
then rval chieflains kiled their opponerts face to
face,

“Dont be stupid Kessigh said shorty. A
thousand s honourably kiled is o
improvement on a handful of ictms strangled n the

night.
b g s b e sl docfnicg
them coming. Kessigh gave him an
Socioraa b 2 Sl voy hoversd, awaiing
anyhing Baeriy's two most famous residents might

requie.
Tt b with Jasgar s Nght” St askod The
happiness must have shown in her voice, for
Kesshghgnve fera sarori oo
ik you o your ster fo one right”
o romaiod. 1 wosd oo rie 1 | coud dscms
Baotris afais wih Jse
ightbe goneseveral weeks " Totohn nodged athe
Shouer Tho b o stalion wa
Soacamtat of Tosao, “Kessgs mont g e
great Cherrovan War thiry years gone. He'd ridden
Tamaryn all the way fom Petrodor, a mere serg
among the Torovan volurteer brigades that had

Tamannie onbomo b roug o beterpat
o sn i yeas T, i
3 Loy 2ot whe Koesgh naa
liewenant, _then
Cnmmar\der of Amiesfor o Lermy, and icien
washing upt
rsmwrad i very oy, Ever sico. Keusigh had
was not a descendant of
TomatTogonns reatgrandabor Loos oy
supersifion Sasha
% i o Damon. Tyt o prowke him too

"™ ooha stared lewbers 25 Kessligh opened the
stable door, and gave Terellyn a once-over before
mounting bareback. The big stalion, a more mature
s einad gontaran e hor Peg. wked cainly
into the cour

W oo of neore dawn” Kessigh o her rom
the elht o s st “We go home fst, g e
gear, then rejoin the column on the way 10




‘Sasha nodded, arms folded against the cold. “Whats
your problem?

“Whati bappento Krayss?"sh seked

“Youcare that m

Avouk e e of the Gosrenyai?” Sasha shot
back. "How could | no

Kessligh exhaled hard, glancing elsewhere with
frown,

1ot w8y o st Yo
chose tis

a0t Sasm reored suniy “crose

sgier, Sasra

escape the accidens of ourbith so easi

“That's not what you told Damon back there. What
was all that about me being your uma, and nothing
more shoud matter?”

‘One side of an argument.” Kessligh said caimiy.
metre Darancan provide e oter e hmsell”

14d have chosen another uma. One withoLt

Ihe(am\\y baggage.”

Kesslighis lean, wry features thirned with a faint
s, don‘i recall that | did choose you. b that, you

chos

Sasra gazed w a him. Kessigits exprossion
alive wih e daring shadows of lampigh, vas
st aeciorl

Don sioep - he wamed her.“And for e gods'
ou Sakos, sty vy from it o oot Fs mbser
And he nudged Terjelyn with s heols, clatering off
up the dark, cobbled path to the courtyard, and the
Iaughing meriment of mer

Slep did ot come casy For s ong e, Sasra lay
neath the heavy covers and gazed at the cailing

uid have preferred her own, separate oo,
a5 was the usual arangement when sho had cause to
stay ovemight atthe Star. But Damon having acquired
the lordly quarers, form dictaled that one royal should
ot sleep in lesser accommodation than the other.
Such an occurence might spread mmours of a
division,

Sasha hated it all. Hated the gossip and sideways
ks, tad e auokiowers o dared and
whispered, hated the nortemer
ot amikig sommote amangekhemechee. Hod

memory.
Something less than pleasure, was vast. She recalled
e cchorng sons s of BaomTor Pscn o 0
well, wih their expensive tapesties and pairtings
Rocalid wol tho 0wt of e grass in o e
coutyards between buildings where she had sat for
lessons on a sunny day, and found far greater nterest
in the beeties and flower gardens than in classical

r Torovan history. 1o say nothing of scripture,

minders had given her,
. that_expected

ledge? And ruming inhaluays, what possice harm
coud it came?
“Unacke” tad bosn e 1ok srewer At
ndigrite, fo 8 princess of Larayin, Thn | comt
incoss of Lenaynt had vaen e
Vorely aci sesearaid ooy Thoe o ror
Inar oo s g fer 5 conposlton sssignnert
1o fill the time. She recalied even now the biark page
of paper shea, and o I, sharp upm ottt
looked ike it had once been a waterbird fe
natural? To recall the experiences of a
Sixcyear-old with such detailed claity? Kessligh had
said, only halfseriously, that it stopped her from
growing up, so tightly did she clutch to the memories
of her past Sasha had answered that on the conirary,
L spated her 1o oave tat 1me sven frher Sofin.
ut now, ling in the warm, orange glow of the Star's
lordly quarters, she wondered.



he recalled throwing the sheaf of papers out the
window, scattering pigeons from the ledge, and
papers all over the gardens below. Not being able o
o what one chose had seemed a great njustce. Her
minders had concluded that she was spolled, and had
delemind o make e more difcut remody e
rivieges,  and asing sowetly of
pumshmems Thotrad only made herar‘;ly The nes
T rown oot ot of e wiiow 1ed
boonheaw, and she nad oponcd e window et
Daman of couse. hed sivos chalenged ter
recollections of those imes. It had not been all her
minders' faul, he'd prociaimed, upon her first visit
back o Baer-Tar nfour years, a e rpe od g of
twehve. ewhat
i vt oo - e an seomen oo o
oy, Kessioh b sesrsd ter. s e eseon
it waro ezsier to bain. Sha'd been bom
T red isitod, Wik ke @ bobcal breaking
tinge and biing peopls om the. momens sheq
Ieamerd how 1o welk. Teyd o been ining 1o sop
her from kiling someone—most likely herself.
of it had been no one's faul but her own.
Twelve-year-oid Sasha had punched him in the

Wratevr th causo f e mathass, Knstf hac
been the cure. Kiystoff, the heir 1o the throne
Lenayin, wih s fowing back hai s casy| \augh
and his rakish, good-humoured charm.

Sasha sufored & fash of vary caty memory. hding
behind a hay bale in a bam, watching Kessiigh and
Kiystoff sparring with fuious itensi

Gods she must have been young. She tried to recau
the dress—her memory of dresses was parti
celet, mch the same way as  rgtime pnscr\er
must suely recall various types of shackles and
cheins. ho il . sched peticaas? Yes, t must

hereat et plated, e it dres, ‘g to 5
o Tom 03gng 2 She Souched Shad seen i,
ren. bt ght 1 the barn. e  rad boen nigt
badnt it? Yes, she recaled the fickering lamplight
and the musty smellof burning oil behind the familiar
odourof hay.

But there hadn't been any fire damage to the
northern wallin that memory. She'd nearly burmed it all

Kessiigh had seen that thiow, however, and been
impressed. That had been abou the time Kiystoff had
begun (o take pity on her, taking an interest in one of
his sisters at an age when the others, save for Marya,

sily sounds on her window ledge. No grassy
coutyards. No ruming, and defnitely no chance to
sneak to the creaky oid bam in the oid castie and
watch the Lenayin Commander of Armies atiempt o
whip her eldest brother into a respectable heir and
Nasi-Keth uma.

rystoff had melted. And sudderly, in the folowing
days, she was froe. Ho'd promised her that f sho just
behaved herself, she could come and watch him train
that night. She'd been courteous and attentive al
through that day, and had performed all her required

proceedings in the bar that evering after dinner...for
Krystof tsined twics @ day, shed boen amazed to
feam and did many otrer oersses in betveen

o 50 oty o of Loy, Nash
Keth ke Kossigh: Sh as ol of cours, rasped
g of te brosder sinicance of s sioc
fact, nor the disquiet
vk voroniaroe bt dlspwa assurances.



Al Sasha had known was that it seemed awfuly

excling
Kessiigh, withcurious humour, had even shown her
some basic footwork when big brother Krystoff had

encouraged her with typicaly infectious enthusias.
Theyd found her a broomstick, broken the end off and
shed used it for a pracice stanch. She'd managed
the basic taka-dan first ime also—some of which had
come from spying, and some from simple inspiration.
She'd even gotien the Lm:ky wisarge and tow i
shifted with_ different foot
Siod novon to ik e ap an s;)m o abo
might have felt sighted, upstaged

b s o siser wih 3 broomst Vary few piks
ever simply ‘got”
S Konsion b ot wetched, N Sipesson
unreadable.

From then on, wilhin the privacy of the bam at
evenings, there'd been instruction for Sasha also.
Lessons and exercises, 100, for her o perform in her

ived to
fil her moming bath, and dress her in their latest
forture coniraption, and brush her long, flowing halr.
She'd kept that hallarbroomstick beneath her

when it was found and corfiscated,
she'd used the fire poker in her room instead. Those
warises he boan e der sers—somting

nd st

rackand avry im0 $n0d e & boale moment
Her minders did not approve of Krystoffs increasingly
acie ol i erife desple e mproved beravou,
i improved behaviour had come high spiits, and
a happy, i e Seomnie Lenayin had
baen oy it kg St ular, moody ore
had p
v boun indred i, she and Knsiot Sho
recalled helping him fo raid the Kitchens when
soldes st e fom nptempu prercses were
Pung being told (o wait it
ek Recaled Krysiof fuskerng ' cef cook.
and sweettaking the giggling, blushing kitchen
s, who Sasha had stood ona i s oadod
loaves of bread and bows of soup or
aing seters w1 ot erar i hr
har

‘Another time, he'd somehow taked the proprietor
of the training hall into admitting her—Krystoff had
beanssidtocun e kneckof kg s cut of vl
or chickens into fight (Or virtuous Verenthane.
o o e pedaRisers, mary 12 a0 oot
when they thought she coudn't hear) There she'd
watched athietic Lenay warriors drenched in swea,
pounding each others defences with utmost
confidence and swagger...untl theyd come
sost Koy sk, e ko e g o
afly fro Pammer.

second
Chsees 10,56 andarng arou e Sabls,waehig
the stable boys and pestering the trainers for
desvemtz\y covstad knowledge. Ard when the Ryl
a formation display for a visiting
lovalgn 5 el ok o e o sl Sons
valscoud hold o
e had been the best days, when her newfound
conence e saonmed. e wi b bt T o
sense of self. She'd even made peace with her other
brothers and sisters...or no, she reflected now as she
gazed at the cailing—maybe ot peace. More like
An uneasy and oflen hostle one, with
occasional breaches caused by either party, but
sy resched intort orr
" nie headsiong sibings, it had been o
con chivomen: Ot ar Kyl My
eldest—tad boen or best i, and her mamage
r Petrodor had been a sad day
g Koonys. thon secondmine for e rone
behind Krystoff, had long been jealous of his elder
brother's carefree popularity, and had spent much of
s e attempiing [0 become everything that Krystofl

lover of outrageous antics. Wylfred had preferred his



own company and spent much of his free time in
fomple with his books. And then there was Damon,
only a boy himself in all her Baen-Tar memories, and
050 sel-conscious and awkward i the presence of
his overbearing, talented elder brothers. And Alytia,
the glamorous o, uho oved eventhng prcessly
hated, and loved even mo
demonsuats bt fac o o wor
then, of course, there were her two younger
siblings, Sofy and Mykias...and her eyes widened.
he had not asked anyihing about Sofy! Gods and
spiris, how could she be so forgetu? She rolled her
head upon e plow and cast @ glnce acoss a1
Damon, spparerty asesp bareath e o
o ot tomorow. she reasonert
amon: v calod serovs o beds. e, Aro
You awak
*F 1 said o, woud you
Damon's reply, muffed in me mlkms S vt
d—he coudrt sleep either. No wonder, given
how heavily the weight of commoand usually sat upon
his shouids
Sofy?” Sasha asked him. *in all ths fuss
stoutKrapss orgtio suk”
ke Sofy” Damon o
S o rer_susios?” Sasha prossod
delerminedly Damon wastt gong o, get of et
ea

Solys sy tupe Damon mtced A b
thing vaguely offensive about that. “She
aiksabomwua‘ ot

Every time a noble traveller amives in

unhappy with Sofy’s suggestions for the ordering of
vows and ceremonies, tinking that she knows bestin
everyting Bul of couse, on efecion.she agreed

ek gt iribeny 1o Sofys mediation that
Damon and Sasha had arived at their present
Sasha was yet 1o be cominced of Solys faith in
Damon, but she had conceded that her previous, e
ftring mpressions o Him e been wide f e
But then, that was Sofy, aiways inlervering,
vy craving compromise o the ost Rrdense
of opinions.
“And

thers are pleased with the wedding
preparations?” Sasha asked, having heard a it of

that controversy.

s idiculous,” Damon sighed. “Father Wynal now
prolests bat, o amangemeris aro ol in bl
accordance with the scripture, but Athia protests that
shewanrsslradmona\ Lenay wedding ike Marya and
Petryna had.

“Marya and Petryna's weddings were anything but
aditonal Sasra srotec

“Well they had the fire and the dancing with hand
inti

That's hanei, Damon.” Sasha corrected. “And the
fireis fempyr,the purifie, the door between states of

o 1 o o o dnton gl Goerenyai
view of the universo.”

*Sounds serin’ Damon remarked, with less
interest than Sasha might have hoped. The ignorance
of s toward the old ways
disgusted her. They had been their ways 100, a
orcred yoas efore

and Goerenyai belief has much in
commun, Sasha agreed, keeping her temper in
k. Outbursts and lectures woud serve o good

Dumose she tld ersof fim, s one reason o
Goeren-yai and sein have had such good relations
forsolong”

whow” Damon said dismissively. “Alythia thirks
itsprety and the ard paintng—te hansi—is
so much orous than a traditional



Verenthane weddir
tm glad fm not the only one who thinks so,” Sasha
said souy. Verenthanes have to be the most morbid

allowed to dance. Can you imagine?

“We'l see if you st believe in Lenay brot
Shoudyou bt o i 16 ancoir Py
Telgar on this ride,” Sasha said darkly.

The men of the north are ‘reve. Damon sald
shorty. woritprejudge ther

"X o o oy | aiston’” sad Sasta. s
their humanity.”

Damon made an annoyed face, looking across the
space between their beds. “Seriously, Sasha, need
you always pick a fight? You of all people who can
afford itfeast. fm well aware what you think of the
Verenthane north, you don't need (o hur it at me at
very opportunly.|can form my own opinions.”

Sasha bit her tongue with dificuty. “And how is
Myklas?" she asked, determined t prove 1o herself
that she could simply move on and rot spill blood
upon the floor. Kessligh would be proud.

“Well”said Damon, with a note to his voice that
suggested he too was surprised at the ease of his
victory. He'l become a fine swordsman. He's beter
thn s at s age, et an Koenyg mayoe. ks
cerainy ot fom hrd work. Rmustbe iaknt”

oo ings car bo g sai3 Sospa,puting
a hand behind her head upon the pilow. The air was.
cold upon her am, whatever her undershirt and the
fading warmith of the fire's embers. But beneath the
heavy weight of skins and blarkets, the warmth was

firoplace iluminating one half of His face tpon the

‘some stories. Deeds of yo

“The siodes were greaty In your favoue? Damon
added,
Then they were al rue.” Sasha comected, with a
faint smill. The incursion had been, or the most part,
nother ridicuious waste of Cherrovan . A new
chiftain had required a blooding, the story went. And
a blooding he had received, most of t is own. Surely
the Cherrovan had not been so stupid during the
centuries when they had rued Lenayin and all the
mountain kingdoms as thel
I had doubted your abilites, once,” said Damon,
“Even with Kessigh as your uman...fd thought he'd
orly chosen you for ofher puposes. But the men
stoies are honest. & seems | was
isaken A 1apolog
ha gazed across at him with great surprise.
gk Sofy had aways toid her to by being nice
to Damon, rather than arguing with him all the time.
Good things will come of i, she'd insisted. And once.
sgan it seamed. e o ilr s fght “Apcogy
xcospled,” she said graciously. “You're not the only
ran 1o make auen 2 ment Ther re tosands
believe such, u
Damon snorted. I’he Hs Kessigh 10 you of
your standard? One. n who va
ech 5 mader swocaron. 1o s 104 roer
seen anyting like it
Sasha sighed
petes complace
Joubsstm sparig?"
Someimes. Maybe ane found in tree. More on
good days, less on others.” But Damon looked very
impressed. Besting Kessiigh at all was said o be a
worlhy achievement. Most men woud have been
happy with one round in ten. But then, for those who

Praise from Kessigh is are. Ho

g




svaalverd, | am more hathaal. And you canrot touch
hs
Darman soted. S0 confidert are you. We'e
 sparred.

“Tomorow, peraps? Sasta s smd mildly.
Weride s irgnthe

o —
ignoring her barbs.
of

Pop: e ot o most & bad o rplssantore” she
said aftora

ot docena answer my question.”

And it was asha knew, such an innocent
qunsion Trre was ver loa b o Bocosh
and neighbouring Saalshen. Visiting mercharis
fuelled a wikdfire of rumour, serrin travelers had been
1o ofl. s st mood g, She e

Bacosh befos i . my e, n
one endless succession of terible ntemal wars over
powe, prestge and matters of faih Those had come
and g Surly boss s rioge el o
 peopl,” she
amwsmd hai o o e, Swis arywads vos
lives beyond measure, ﬁum
imgaton to huking 1o medcnes ana miowier
e vt managed wio
\yone who woud make war on them will ot
sanmysya”

e on lands that are not theirs” Damon
rospontet . ‘Many incide Verertane ol ses
i f o it f Vernturoim il Tho Bacosh
aro tho oidost and most powertl of Ver
Wop\es theVH not let the matter rest” Sasha rolled

her covers (o fx er brother with an alarmed

% hat beve you heard?" she asked accusingly
Damonsteugged, s mood sombre.
Segar. Tk of 0 Verenare
beometood g o ok bk ey b
[ ecar neon: . Bacsh rad on boen
e onee Tho men e accompished . Loyoon
of Rhodaan, e ramed el g, and epad e
ted his rise wilh invasion and

them back, o of the ciches i godless pagsn

“Such talk has existed since Leyiaan the Fool
croated the whole mess in the first place,” Sasha
retorted, “The Saalshen Bacosh is a happy place.

fact. Besides, there is no Verenihane
Ksamyh”
JEven so” Darn sad sy “Peope tal s o

Perhaps it wil fade, | hope so. We have enough
s in Lenayin without lowands concens et

Hear hear” Sasha mumured. But Kessighs
words remained with her: “War is in the air. Us okd
warhorses can smel it

“Youe not going 1o ask afler Fathers el-being
o Danenqared ki thet e,

No,” said Sasha. And tucked her warm,
bankets moro fimy down about et neck prid
has advisors enough o see to that already.”



Ohree

vaD NYUAR RODE at the head of the Faicon Guards
2 th oad wound uohil fom Bacrn, wih Prince
Damon at his e s, The moring dawnod bright
ard lear acrss gged ilides oftick oest ard
sparkiing dew. Cold air ripped at his cheeks, and the.
eamig vt of prse s ren minled shed o
column, so that it moved along the road fike some
great, pufing beast. The land in these pars was as
beauifl as Jaryd's native Tyree. Birds sang in the.
trees, and on the way out of own, a pair of handsome
deer had startied across the road,
Al e it of pataps ore ol fon Bamiy
roourtard a pir of iders vailg o tram
e o vead = s ol ovgh 1o wose.
Kessligh Cronenverdt and his brat uman. That trail,
then, would lead to their horse ranch in the wilds
Prince Damon acknowledged them with a wave,
which balh reumed. They 10 o Ino soveral places
further back, in plain cloaks o ward the morning chil,

stalions, one light bay, the gis a charcoal black, and
both beautii to behol

twas a reminder of Cronenverds past senice, of
the debt owed to him by the king. Jaryd had heard the
etaingsofHe fthrs men, it Cronevert wss
ftte more than had cor
from i king a seep ransom fo s services. Jayd

larger sum and ived in a grand holding, ith lands
and gardens and prospective wives ciamouring for
his hand. Instead, when Prince Krystoff had met
unfortunate end, he'd let the king's service and asked
foroing more angrsicen, mpossie bt
of a princess to replace the uma he'
horses.

Jaryd thought it far more fikely that his felow nobilty

s of the man, s

unreasonable that a man who had freely given his
nices, instead of being bor inlo the obigation of
senvice, should receive some gl
ol ch a man vt i ot ly by B nies
ood? No werder he mace a0 many
enemies amom}st the ruing cla
o while riang aong o, forestod iide.
nce Damon ol back in he cokamn 10tk i
Kesslgh Louenant Reynan took s plac at Jards
side.

“The brat was up before dawn.” said the lieutenart,
rubbing sleepy eyes beneath his helm. *Id thought to
folow her, but that horse of hers is fast and doesnt
mind a nighttime torch. Mine gets all ighty near a
fame
Jang rowred st Lisrart Reyran Poy wes
the brother of Lord Tymeth Pelyn, head of or
ety res noble famites of Ty, and cose g
of Family Nyvar. He was a big man, with a round
haad, sl eyes, an  barel cacamitie . Ho
with the Falcon Guards for long—
Sach 8 Yoo It ch ket & oot imo o
Jaryd had been in command. Jaryd did not think that
the men were partcularly fond of
“Youd folow her to her home?" Jaryd asked. He
kept his voice low, and there was litle chance of
anyone overhearing above the stamp of hooves and
Jarging ramesses
Reynan shugged. “Lord Tymeth told me o keep a
sose wamh on er at all times. fm keeping a close

2 i oot for one g Jaryd mused. “One
ight ik yurbrteracuab oleves th s the
Goeren-yai tell about her

e rother v pats e b Reyran sid
darkly. Trat it bitch causes enough trouble with the.



Goeren-yai as is, and the king's gone too teary-eyed

since Prince Krystoffs death to do anyihing about t”

Do abou 7" said Jan Lisuteran, who said
enying abou g sometir chout

Sy dose oy on er?

o nd that's what fll do. Make
szt daesnlcause anyrouble.”

Jaryd said shorty. “How much

Im\l)\e cnae causa" Ao why o g be 80

bout hor than  about
Cvonenvevd(’ Cronanverdt s e vl poner,surely

The brat was just a distraction. A disiraction for
Cronomerdihieel soms s, i a mosringlway
A plaything for a man who'd developed strange tastes
in sword-wielding women while amongst the serrin

nonsense? There were so many before her in the line

Reynan gave his commander one of those wea
supenor i looks bat Jaryd Geiked. 0 much
Never you mind, Master Jaryd," he said tiredly. “You

“I have plenty of achice from Captain Tyrun,” Jaryd
repled, ar the older mas patro ne.
He's ridden these roads far more often than you.

Beasart o eter ana pagan
Captain Tyrun is a true Verenthane and a veteran
wartior!” Jaryd retorted in rising temper. “He rose
wl stalus because he was the best, as i the
vaditon n e Guardl Do you aveston it taditon

Lieutenant Reynan?"
Reynan's jaw clenched. So that was the sore spot,
the other men disliked him. A

Tyes, a0 made m humi that Captain Tyun
remained n e cor

o Reymanstou woukd mrely acvise, Masier
Jaryd, that you give some serious thought o where
Jou fatre oo e o yourslr nd o Ty

=

Rtwas midday before the column took ts fist rest, the

rock in the river shallows and spread out their food,
whilst Peg and Terjellyn remained on the shore with a
handier. Horses splashed in the shalows nearby,
drinking deep, and men gathered to share rations.
‘Across the wide, wild bend of river, cifs rose near-
vertical in a broken, granite wall. Atop the ciff, trees.
lined the high ridge. Above those, an eagle circled.
Sasha hadod e ojos agins o bightsun as she
ate, gazi
ook e ercained. Tras & siherip, Sho
wstbe

sy men have this sily habit of
assuming every dangerous animal is a he, when in
factthe females are usually more dangerous.

Fgh abov. h eage e pcrss e bk
men were gazing skyward, ar
men i paruarhad 2 ove of i tings, and trds

y ted o specal mm in their hearts. ‘Do

s\\uemp eagles have a to go with them?”
Kossith askod .

Sasha frowned as she thought about t, watching
the eagle's circing fight. *Not that | can recall
though ded_eagle

“All nonsense,” Kessligh pronounced, and took a
bite ofhis roll.

“Why?" Sasha demanded. “Just because s not
what you believe?

*Sasha,’ Kessligh said around his mouthiu, “if
youd seen as many people kiled as | have, al

because one of them believes his thing and the other
believes this other thing, you wouldnit think it was all



oubsiensin, bl oo s e rom

i you bl nh NasiKoth” Sasha eord.
“That makes you just as dangerous and misguided,
doesnit?”
Kessigh roddea, mgmus\y “Aye. B8 e Nasi
a
sertin s.mpry o ke o 'Ihy Sorbaie

other. That's the whole point of the Nasi-Keth, Sasha
it an aempt lo help humars to ik ratonaly
And thats dificult, | know,
fundamentaly iratral But s worh a ngiied oo
think?”
“Hmmph.” said Sasha, chewing her own moutul
“Whats rational?
“Exaclly the question the serrin ask each other
nty

‘And_whats irational aboul the Goerenyai
belfs Sasta contied. s rtoral suely el
pecpe e a5 wel 35 they can? Gosramed
ogonds el w5 much about those lands. and tha
el ad 0 weys poep can I and s
wel oul here. And the serrin have come here for
conuries—they find Gogrenel cukro fasarstog!
So why shouid you, who takes his inspiraton from the
serin, be so dismissive?”

“Im not dismissive of the process, Sasha, just the
conclusions. Im dismissive of any culture thal thnks it
knows ever

ing.
1The Comrenai dort.
Kessigh cut her off with a raised hand. “Tm
dismissveof any ersan o lves s o her e ke
frog down a well—all it knows s that wel
Vel with o inerestn what 1 outside. Im ning

lpossiie vl oy miftve worg

et el peybo ats o
e peaen e and you. You lead with your
head, llead with my heart,

n be rational too," said Kessiigh. ‘They
ot rasd o e g Sante now boter tn
fyand got te et word i, “How was Damon e
g hessked en, changing e e

Ner et & v | i, His
tempers i bt tats romal Best ot 1y b

"With any luck, he wort make me. He's second
from the throne, in tnth. s best he leamed to deal
gk ortigsontieoun
asha stfled a laugh behi

Kint S Swalone 2o, i et et
disbat cantmagi

e simlr difcuy picurog you 58
umat Kessligh repled, unmoved by her humos. His

varh v eroarc. Lo ook, and

saw Master Jaryd Nyar talking animatodly with a
corporal. Their conversation was about swordpiay by
he 1ook of their moving hands.

Sasha snorted. “Only because those men have
never thought women good for anything but babies
and housework.”

nerg wit betles and s
Kesaighasd it o s

Sasha shrugg answs\y s poimss o get
anmoyed. Keseigh ol e conraciing

Kaetch ovaloved s medts B0 leamo o
Lenayin, / hadn't thought women good for much but
baies and houseveork”

ha frowned at him. *Oh come onl There are
<oty T overyuhere in Perodon Wnataboutal of hose

wonderfu serrin women you keep ta\kmg abou, e
ones you studied with as a Nasi-Keth u




‘et you that | truly realised that a human woman might
be bom wih the apitude (o be my uma.”

. "Well at least | know what kind of
behaviour impresses the great Kessigh Cronenverdt
—bratish, noisy and overactive. | coud revert, if you
ke?”

“Revert?” Kessligh asked in mock suprise. Sasha
Kicked him lightly on s boot and scowled. My point,”
Kesaich conruad. s ! peols never b wht
oy sl b, ard o ey ha respod, o
et of s amtes T can asee oo
Tow ol my NasHKain coors and poers specied e
1 couldrise to such heighis from my beginnings. As a

iho bost soluion fd yet seen fo all umanty’s obvious
i,

“But 1 was aiways frstated that nether my uman
nor my ofher ors seemed o grasp the impications
of those teachings fully. And so | enjoyed the company
of the sertn more than humans. Sertin never judge
Through then | leamed fo see the word as it s, and
myself as lam, rather tan what might wantor oxpoct
hom botn fo be. Which is ow I recogrised your
ki i ober men woud ol ol | vas

t buman v, Mary men cano adi
5 about tremeee:

v boavre (halwu may be wrong, S
sk ot o v ose 1o Cammmander
o Ao dihng b G ar s, bocoi |
famed fom my misaics, and o misakos of

1 somoning i ot v, opped
o i a5 somomin oo, Wary oo marer
i 1 20 o pride or Subboress: and ki not
only themseies, but many good men as well. The
unquestioned bele in one’s own supremacy and
righteousness s the surst oad torin et dovsed by
man Aot alcos

Sasha listened sombrely, chewing the last of her
e 30 ot bublod oty reck Konshgh
i ot cr e, oo vas ol supris ot o

iyn-Taneryn confict

ety et seiows calamity she rad yo fdden

into. An umaris role was {0 teach, and to prepare his
omafotiaktocome

o o Nas Klh ol spread mor froush

Loty Saa skod sucery 1 mean- 1ou

Lenayin o vitory over Ghiefain Markied, you isked

yor o bcamo Ly el bocaso

Patiodor. The

Joniarty of v Nas e and b serin s sy

peverso g inteeyins en And et e a0

Nasi-Keth ere

K eamiahmetiod vony, s ity supsed ttho

queston. Your faber ried” ho said. Ho boloves in

was least persuaded by the northen fanatics, since
to defeat the invasion without

Santhon mproved Gramatcaly. and many sonor
sertin were invited (o visit the capilal. And, of course,
he declared that Krystoff would be my uma, binding
the kingdom and the Nasi-Keth inextricably together.
the res e Verentrar s ot
good, especially inthe north. And precious fow Nasi-
Keth from Petrodor have fet inspired to folow me to
the highlands.” He shrugged. “Perhaps it wouid have
been diflerent had Krystoflived. Then Lenayin would
have had a king both Verenthane and Nasi-eth, as
e so many nPelrodor
“And tho Haom to thark that t cit
rappen; Sasra m
oetion e ot it  hrd stao. “Sasha. What
ppenad oyt i o sk, et mo s e
as it hurt you. But we're riding inlo this mess now on
e ing's businss, and he kg ust b mparil. 1
you feel that will be a problem for you, best that you
tellme now.”
ey Kl i Ssatm s k. Not b bl
own hands, b
frow: sam szwgn “kehanges nothing
u 10 be accusing me of partisan
oylies?" Sasha relored.“Sadlaton s oing creat
fas i atrr and doubtess e NasiKelh win
‘now you come on this ride claiming to

¥
2



in Father's interests?"

I have always boen yous father's servant” Kessiigh
o Tab T gt i s soca sice | rode o
Lenayin triry ye:

“And shous Faner act  sgaist the NasiKe?”
Sasha persisted. “Whal he

“Trent sad Kessigh. 1 o cross ot bridge

when lcome o it”



Sour

RES LIT SWALL GRCLES GF LIGHT in the forest, a
leaping dance of tree tunks and long, fickering
shadows. Men gathered about their fires and cooked,
while others tended to horses, or mended worm gear.
Trem s e ouctnsd
‘south, and Sasha knew it would not grow o
gt Bt s missod 1
consolation for nights upon the
Trere s darde over Lord Kreyiss's ancesiy
Damon said as the regal party ate. Sasha wolled her
meal Wi e st appetla—roasied meat on
skowers, s vogetale ma Keslgh e whipped
up. Damon, however, seemed to pick at his food. ‘Tve.
heam i caimed s ot acualy Udayn o
To Sasha's surprise, he looked directly at her. As if
she, above allothers presen woud be el b foov.
I, perhaps she woud. “His grandmother
mamged oot = ot ottt o voen o
saddle with a tin plate balanced in her lap. ‘S ifs
said. But the matermal grandmother, not the patemal.
Darmon frowned. “That's important?”
“Inthe old ways, power passes through the patemal
fne. A matemal grandmatre is e weskest i o
u then, some have accused Krayfiss of
oversement To et kf, Gaplan Ty repressed
a humouress laugh. From across the fire, Janyd
frowned at her above the flames.
erowimporariis it?" Damon asked biunty. o be

& KraWssT‘ Sasha rised or oytrows Very
Spirits know he gains precious e credit among the
Gocrenyal fom onyting i

“To claim ancesiry to the chiefain of a dying lan
who o in league with the Cherrovan?”
Damon ooked dubious.

Sasha could not resist a glance around to see who
else might overhear. But the neighbouing fireplace
conversalions were 100 distart, and (00 jovial, for that
fobe kel “Peopl n tese pars see L iferenty”
she said warningl

Damon mads’a dismissive . gests. 1 nover
understand it he said darkly. “This obsession with
tho U Theyve barl omerged o bl valey
for a century, have be re.
ooty o angthond eacihof Lorisn wosn
their name.” He took a reluctant bie of his meat.

Sasha garcedaf Kessigh sealed o herigh. He
gazed into t eyes were
Cocisos 0t b vow grossof .;as« memories
dancing amongst the coals. ‘Best
e youtbroher at Stry: h sad hon, iy Wo.
fide squarely into this matter, much unresolved. Best

‘Sasha nodded. ‘ agree. But | think one here might
tell it befter than L* She looked across to Caplain

rised. “Me, MLady? fm
Voraniane.1aim v estisdon here
“Today at the talleryn stones of Spearmars Ridge.
howed respect for the dead. You
50 s not to cast your shadow
pon the roadside stones. And you gave the spirit
sign.” Tyrun nodded slowy, with new respect in his
yes. “The tolerance of Tyree Vererthanes is well

known
‘Aye, MLady” said Tyrn, nodding slowly. | might
Joou 3 e, Ve of o i ol and spak of
and war of such maters with
ooy ayabere s aposk o Ut
Damon, Sasha thought, looked a itle
uncomiortable. Well that he shouid,she thought souy
To display such ignorance was 10 adrmit that ho had
nover sat and talked with Goerer-yai warors before
S0 much or the igh esteem of Family Lenayin or the
ancient ways.
P o e Liveraton Tyun began, are wera
tvo clns dominatin the provrce ta s ow Hadon
Tro Udshm ocupiod o st and th Haiom te
s S, yo et aw_m ©
ko  ostltymay caturtes k. brmariage
e 1o o s puvshod by e deat of b
parents and offspring. The bioodiines were kept pure.



Northemers have always believed in purity—once as
“Understand, my Prince, that the north was once the

bedrock of soerem. neue« . ey of e goatLenay

heroes of old w h, men of a siee

oo I bton gy . o o

emceh o e it e e s

climate.

But the Cherrovan warlords were sirong, often
desiroying erte Loray vilagos Trann Asker e
geat Udain, Criefan, compromised

rovan i .50 s ol coud 10w
iy an o, and nolcranec y Sonsant irer
uprisings and reprisals. He desired liberation from the
cr layn had not yet
the strength,

*He might not have had to_compromise if the

war on the Udal " Sasha added,
sipping water from her tin cup. *As men ell he story in
Baeryn, Tharyn tried to join with the Hadryn against

ve been just as thickhoaded as the present e of
Telgars. Essyn had him tortured and disembowelied
alive. The Hadryn claim to have been key in uniting
Lenain durg e Uberaon yot it tey

“Ave: said Ty They el t much the same in
Tree my Prince...there had been a
xohons n i ot € ves sid
2 qveal leader of Lenayin woud ride from the sot
operatser powere an o omie

force, forgot their petty disputes and ralied beneath
the sarorVecntane

iyn fought valianty, yet Essyn Telgar was
lover i dareen ot o Py ot comert

of their homeland valiey to
sumammruaamonsmug ven the hardest imes,
nayin rewarded Essyn Telgar with
o o a1 Hadnn, and asked rat o Uda)
swear fealy o 1im. Thann refused, for is pecple
okt et nened e agre
“What folowed was a slaughter.” Tyvm paused for
a moment, gazing into the fames. About the blazing
fire, none spoke. From a neighbouring fire, mer's

Verenthanes of the north fell upon the Udalyn, for

cospted. Ther
20 hiron. 1 am a proud Vererihano. my Prnce |
believe that the star of Verenthane has been a
blossig ofunly and paco tpon s lnd 54 .
believe, was  surel

's sombre gaze across the
fire. Sasha could read his expression well enough to
S0 that he had not heard this history told with such
confidence by a Verenthane man. Most Verenthanes
dened th acusatons of Hadyn atociies agaist
. ard mary biamed e Usahn for bining
Deitdecine pom e

Firaly o et ves eh of e  Udabn was their

the story e S say that King Soros intervened
and gave the Udalyn one last chance to convert, or
face annihilation. Others say that he did nothing. Yet
orers deferd King Soro, saying it s amy wes
weary and he had ot yet been crowned king, so

P 70 mears with utich o sop e sugher. Em
whatever the truh, the Udalyn did

od verarbans rorh roseed 1o anock s
valey.

Udalyn were outnumbered twerty to one, at
best Bt o valeys naron conies, ber
defences gained hope. Over many days and righis,
e Udalys made 3 Tghing reteat up the engh of
their valley, and their enemies paid a high price for
every stide advanced. Finaly, the morale of the



\Verenthane north began to wane, for the Udalyn slew
five and more attackers for every loss, so groat was
their desire to sunive as a people and pass on their
vadiios o e red goreaton

Telgar saw his glorious victory slipping

o o8 s on ok o swerce s o
ot before the Udahyn and ofered
1 1o Vererthaneism and save their lives. In

1oph e s harged, 14 of iy s ergosrce
They ito an army that was stil ton times their
uimber and spi then dov e cene. Tharyh Askar
hime

. The remaining Verenthanes broke and ran,
and e Udalyn suied—o las e okt of
Goeren-yai defiance ina Vererthane.

“Several times 1 years 1 folow, succassive
Lords o Hadiy atlempted o fd el and of it
ancient enemy. Each time, though greatl
curambered, e Udaln vers corows. Tren
Chayden Lenayin came to throne—your
cetoomed 'graniuber.Princo. Damon WLy
Sastancen, Ho saw ol the it of e Udsiyn hed

pessions of ol Loy Cosrenyal, and
o b Togrs o a1 ook . Vs

MLady. And I pray that t shallahways be such.”
Sasha ook  skows of cocking mest om e e
byits wood handie and gave itto Tyrun—rewiard for a
vl o Ty g mal s of ke
Ao row Lod Ky stmpts b lay b s
card mon said. His own food
Temained & \srge\y ounes upon His e, Wiy?
Whalisto oo

o e cre isse” Seahsrephed e
ono Singuiat ing, spon whieh all Goorenyal
oree, Tneyare herose, The are the very ybolof
Goeren-yai pride, courage and the wil o sunive in
e face of soung reg eigers Kroies
claims (o represent the oid ways, y
et b o soner - i arane f on o age
long past, before the coming of Vererthanes, when
Lenayin was wid and

A 2 boody batbaran rabbe” said Kessioh
with his usual diplomacy. Sasha knew wel er
hat Kessigh Foughtof such romaricism and of

wn undeniable attractionto

rade is prosperous and many have benefited. So

such creditdoes he ask the Goerer-yai of al Lenayin

o love him

Ao row bers comes tak of lownds wer” sad
Kessligh. There was a note 1o his voice, and his
erpression bt Sasha cid o e & sosed o
cerlain exasperation. brooding disgust.
Well..she was d\sgus'ad ] by 008 e o
Rashyds and Kraylisses alike. Yet she doubted if that

sk here ront Ineresod, A Krptes
sooks an advariage”

Damon seemed abou to reply, but Sasha cut i
off s worse than that she said witn force,
Somevhat amoyed it er man for i
Dorl you see” Kinfs st Lo e enre
province of Taneryn d f the Udalyn

o bom. 05 ko o Cree cond o iy o

much seoms dear. Just as Thanyn Askar, his
aostor kil Essyn Togar a corry bfors. Ho
Vies toreive okt Goarenyal gories

s ek lsoh- Damon repked,

rowning. "The Valey of the Udalyn is entirely wilhin

the borders of Hadin province. Few from outide
al

Sasha shrugged. “That only makes the Udalyn



legend grow stronger. Damon, Hadryn is powerful. All
the_norther Verenthane provinces are. Endless.
betios against lamown nusiors. srd fvousie
her

arms, least of al quiet, rustic Taneryn. Most Taneryns
know this. For all their bravery they're not stupid. They
won't follow Krayiss 1o pointless suicide against the
armoured cavalry of the north, al for naught but the
Srestergory o KrslisHimae Theyses Kimyis o

Verenthane lord appoirted by Baen-Tar. Krayfiss is a
fool, but e is the only Goeren-yai great lord. A people.
canbecoms desporte, fesing it 1o one stes o
ir concens;
in e vl o bower ¥ Kiytss Gairs marpcor, e
coud be far more popuiar in death than he ever
ged nlife.”

Damon gazed into the fire, considering that. To her

left, Sasha saw that Captain Tyrun was considering
her with narowed eyes. Studying her, as if measuing
rfor ing. She i ely

disconcerting and retumed lentative attention to her
foad. Jary sed nog. He searmea il inersied
in any matter that di
sostpand Stercd o pmors

u” Damon said then. “To both of
I.wkmg o e o on a Tyan oo i o1

" essigh sabbod at e o orco moro, rising
anoter doud of swifing sparks. His expression
thing good.

=

T foowing mamirg he ook passed a sirle
marker indicating the border befween

Tanenyn. The moming was an overcast grey. s
old wind accompanied the cloud moving in from the.
east. The road crested a new ridge, ever higher than
the last, and Sasha gained her first clear view of the

th sharp ridges, and broken with erupting
urops ofdark tone
rallyn, the Taneryn capital, was eerily
fee of povters. Oecasonahy o & cing n e
s there woud appear a wooden farmhouse,
crossed by fences of wood or stone. But there was no
Sign of the occupants and all windows and doors
remained tightly shut. Returning scouls reported no
sign of aciivty re...untl one mancame
galloping breathlessly along the road and reported the
or it b bealen e
made good time then, leaving the
(o' boreona along an undulating, forested g
Sasha rode at Kessligh's rear, heart thumping
Urplessary in  marer bat 1ad Ho o do v
was the sor
oo o Thre wofo mon o oo o 0
border who 1ad caimed tese lands for caie
A ow I seemed tat ok cispte e been
consumed by sor
orsarail cimbod fo some. considerabie
distance, affording the occasional gimpse of valleys
and vast ilsides trough o voos. Ten he grand
he trees abrplly ceased, the
orre Coimn omrcing Upon V6 fige of vatiore
Perys famland. The fields lay wide on an open
hillside as the column descended a road thal wol
between stone paddack walls and small barms. Gates
were broken open and livestock roamed free along
paths. Smoke rose from the smoudering rins of
several farmhouses.
Sasha stared at the nearest pile of ashen debris

open hilside was vast, divided into lush pasture,
dotied with farmsteads and orchard groves, and



roamed by livestock. Below, the hillside nar
form a long, shouder ridge with a lovely collecton of
fustic, wooden buildings—Perys ilage—occupying
the uphihafofhe shouder Beyod et e ay 2
steep gorge wih forested slopes, rugge
beaui

yas smoke g fom e v\Hage pack m
sinister. & scarred the view,

e wost and Hado. Now a O v oo

rd, a new hilside presented a scene that
htad Ses's

ored across a neighbouring field were

oaices shapes on o iy carcasses,
their blood staining the grass. Sheep, she realised
with relef as the column thundered the for

guard displaying the royal banners and the bamer of
off o the lef, where something darted behind one low
wal across

readying crossbows upon their saddle homs. And
thensomating ol becar wsibe beid he near

paddock wall that had Damon raising a gloved fistin
e i ot Captai Tysevyaling or a el

and ips. mpatert, and trusiing Peg's abiliies, Sasha

uged him into a itte jump across a runoff rench, and
i e ldgs ongelds e sione

in 2 fow upon the far ic were tencorses,

ast

Kessigh swurg o s b, laaing s taler

in the care of Captain Tyrun,
loke, gestaig Imaby i Sacha (> ceat et beast
away from the vl

She did so, and suddenly there wer cries fom
batind the wal of an adjoiring paddock—ilagors
were_emorging, wrapped in ragged cloaks and
shaws. They had seen the bamers and were cying
for the king. Most appeared o be women, with some
chlen i o, grievg and e, Amdst e
forelgn sounds of local Taasti the v
Sasha heard the oy words fom e \ma tat
T ach 3ot

Sasha gimpse of Mastor Jands
orreston v Gspenel tring someting
row o Caplan Trun land coudt belove

s had dons i, For a b moment. she

S oryor

Kessligh stood atop the stone wall by the bodes,

b utounding farm narrowed, as if
piscg logeer o pravote dafe el e
mind. o d the litle town of

Perys beow, a5 iiage ok walld and sobbed about

"o ofhe women noloed i ae stared upward
i wide lsarsionked ey She_ gasped ard
exclaimed something in lot ic Taasti_ Others.
came crowding, some. emhlmmg‘ oiors aling 0 2
nee before the vanquisher of the Cherrovan.

“Lenay’” Kessigh demanded. “Who speaks
Lenay?’

man came forward, his face hidden in
becraggled bead, teched souiders wrapped in 3
falting conversation followed, punciuated with

b vcdations poiting.  Soveral _lagers
htred bout Ses 25 st st astce, ono
worn Joun ber boot. muming
Someting Sashs coant dro

Do, come. songoe, waiting vih a
concemed frown. “What do they say?" he asked,
Podding at the other vitagers.

*I dontt speak Taast;” Sasha said shorly, staining

possibly understand. Such reverence made her
miortabl.

1 heard mention of the ‘Great Spirit," Damon



ndoriod some Taast7 Kossion sevd e
people from the Chemrovan thiry ye:
Tepled. e legend o Great Spitchanges wom
region to region, but it common among all Goerer
Yol Peopl here thrk e Grat Spit vas Kessngm
Spirit guide. Some people callt e Syrnich,

\nd what do you think?” Damon asked poirtedy.

“Ithink its a ice legend,” Sasha said blandly tred
offeaing as oughshe wereon sl b e

u dorit believe i the spirits’

Natroay ot
Houonykoow et youdortbetews nthe gods”
1 said | don't folow them,” Sasha replied with a

dark, sideways look. “Whether " eieve in tm is
imelovant.
Notto father it srit

“Aye.” Sasha muttered, “well he's not here,is he?”
Kessighkampad o he el ard swung back o

:
3
3
g
8
g
3

beneath his breath, staring away
scross e roling desoencig hilice, as i searcing
for rspiraton Viagers i,
Some sobbing, some. pleadmg Ohers aporosched
Pog, Sasha keeping him steady with a shortened
length of rein as he started and tossed his head
nervousty.

1 vouch with your father for the necessity” said
Kessligh, his tone hard.
gave him a ard o, m ot conoemd
wih that! rough temper to assure Sasha that
he tuly eant m\ il be Varsatunes stacking
Verenthanes. There willbe reper
T 15 3 land grab: Kessigh- sam firmiy. s
against the king's law Il Hadr
prvlom wihTararnoply, it shou remai Imied
s is opporturism-—murder—and illegal
your father's own decree. R doesn' get any easier

Judgments. When to fight,
andunen i e aaly bread o incos i Krge

abou, signaling to Jaryd and Captain Tyrun. The
commands went out fom the sergearts, forming

Kessiigh puled Terjelyn as close to Peg's side as
pasie, cosidting e wlegers. Wl un be
flank behind Sergeant Garys,” old
et amoued, wee. g
reserefor e o e
nodded, gazing out across the farmiand,
Wundelmg at the footing and the ine. She looked
down at the woman by her boot."Please, mother.” she
sl inKidnoss laoed wihdesporaon, e solders
lease move back or you'l be rampled.”
e oane domn © 1o e s
The retum grasp was hard, work-hardened fingers
clutching like cia
I know you, Synrich-amn.” said the woman, in
oarse, boken Loty Hor eyes wa boodsnot 100
and her earings were curling, metal spirals that might
denote a spirit talker. Unusual, for a woman. Sasha
stared, as her heart skipped a beat. “The line is
ther's

Jostied past and large portons of the coluin broke in
diferent_diroctons, spiling thro
gates info broad fieds [0 the lft and right. Kessigh
o0k off downsiope and Sasha folowed galoping
along the winding tail uni there was another gate in
he et wall and they tumed sharply through IL The
open fied sireched before them, sioping rightwards,
2 Sergeant Gany’s condrigen an kg e upper
hoir loft. Kessigh alowed Sasha o pul
Hongide o gonto canto, oword ok
poiied s swor, ndicating s st sweep of
s bl e, it
oo o a wid In: Sesa rpled, sanding
ol it o e o & eter ek, o
e o e e o o ool




groups, perhaps five apiece, following two routes of
approa

E ! moreT Kessigh ssked, vice rised
showe e urder of hoove

e ony 50 many good approaches ough
bmken e Also ambuh spots are imied on the
only need so many vantage poinis.”

" esaigh rodded. ‘Ao, o0 tho way e paddock
walls follow the contours of the land?” He swept his
Swordscros s onvad r..and Sashe oted st

ndead, e sone wals i3k 1o e Higher fioges
and climed th sloaper s at faht ang
s o o1 hose. g ot Hesign. colod
dileerce betueen oowedge and wisdom—of
course she'd always known the farmers constiucted
i s a5 such sho'a slmD\y never thought of the
miltary implications. Most wisdom, Kessligh insisted,
s compraed of irgs et mot pecge skeady

knew, gty fedrt undersod in b s
mptcatons. et mers. oy oo e ang
or vanwe, Folk}w(mwal\s e tamas o

low_depression
Gonnmopen v flow et warts nead o
the direct route 1o town, we'l have cover for longer
“Migh they already have seen us?" Sasha asked.
but | suspect eyl be watching north for
Tarenn rerforcament, ol souh Thee a1 Hacn
ilagers, I mderate s, ol compary saders”
e wal appraache, Peg and Terebn
amping 1t comfortably ou ik theyve climod te
land for Hadryn?" Sasha asked.
*I hink they\e been awaiting an opporturity
Jong mo,” Kessigh said dakly Ao for what theyve
actually prociaimed...we'l know when we're down
i

Who's in charge now with Lord Rashyd dead?
Usyn?" Kessigh nodded. Usyn Telgar was helr to the:

Taneryn confictjust happens by muttal consent of all
involved
Leftwards, Sergeant Garys's conlingent of perhaps

and began forming up. Sasha and Kessiigh reined
psiops. argieg pes  bcad arl o drk ok el
atfom o green . formng o mnor ciff below
e romereus o
“Back thre” sam Kossigh, “That woman cated
you the Sy
tvas Syoiota; Sasha corecled. *Across all
irfers a guide.”

mysnlue Butfm your uma. It seems its falento

"Kessigh looked displeased. You shoudn oo
around with prophecies, Sasha. This kind of
superstiious nonsense can gel you inlo deep
rouble.”

Sasha stared at him, aghast. *How is this my fault?
What possible say can | have over what people may
hooss o belew?”

ymbol 1o the Goeren-yal,
Saths o o1 a1 peone Shous koow v lng

theyve
“H Nasi Kl 1 6t peak for e Sasha cut
him off, angrily.
“And as Nasi-Koth" Kessiigh repled, ‘you shoud
romeber ¥t you s voud 1o e Nasieth s

mehas o srore
S sromed i dveter Why s i i a soon
rant says anything nice 1o the

1 csred iogelar AR beoaae e g cass
are all Verenthanes and know only 100 well what a
Goerernyai wprising could moanfor ramal
fow coud anyone possibly be stupid enough to
kv b ersted 7 Sasra demandes
“Because the e, the stupider
trey become. Lord Kmyﬂss meaters. exacly that
You at his side. As |
predicted, if
“cant conkol vhetpeopl say bout mer” Sasta
snapped. “lam who |
i 1 et e Up ahad, very man vas
watching as they rode forward. Sasha could see the




confidence in their eyes, and their posture in the
sscdl, o 08 st man approach Hany ad 10
Joubt grown up with thir ears fled with stories of the
max Kessigh Cronenverdt. To ride into confict of
in the company of the great Kessigh was an
mmu‘ above nearly all eise.

lengih and alow al atiention to fall upon her uman.
Kessigh waved o sword i
how much Kessigh hated all the
ioton. Not e v over . show—1e ssspecia
the pride of Leray warrcrs fr o0 much Lel e
i hero, and cheer when they wanted (o cheer.
Kesshgh had more important hings o wory about.
“Woll take 1 oo Kossigh amounced © tho
group, meaning himself and Sasha, ‘like the pair of
wnarmoured cowards we are.” A roar of laughter
“We'll e crossing the road 1o Hadryn on tis side,
and the guardpost there. I theyve got archers,
remember—dorit charge, flnk. That's what cavalrys
for. Get behind them and kil them, no need (0 give.
them easy shofs. f they look undecided, demand they
surender and save yourself the trouble. td be lovely if
ey sl surecdered imnecisly i ot 00t 1
As Tankers, we have the perimeter,
el g e i s i o o e bl on
s to keep his flanks and rear secue from
counteratiack. Lets not let him down. Sergeant Garys
has the lead.
iher cheer went up. From back at the road, an
answering cheer, no doubtin reply o a similar speech
from Caplain Tyun. o ight fak woud belod by a

iewenant whose name Sasha hadnt
Kesslgh had sad that Bamon woull e he conval
reflected as they moved asi

charge, but he wouid be several rows deep fro
o, P by his litle coningent of h)yal

m Porfan supris, o o st o s
of once

Tepmanded et @ momet oo vt 8
fre fsenan avd svrcenan, o 2 oo

anyhow. No effort in tairing was spared

s of Loneyt, A 1wt . e peced
soldier in the formation; not easily distingushable
ffoma regular soldir n ¥s dress—he woud be fne.

ous sad Kossi, poring b o e
stay right here, the whole time. You'e good on your
foc, bl avaky 3 il irent wor, Krow your
Imiaors, Ao e Wiha shar gt 0 Pog

old him, o siom gaso 0
cary 6 a5 possie. 1 ot 0 anying supd. |
promise.”

First tme for_everyting, | suppose” But his
crooke smile hod it ofeal afecion Sasha et
her heart swell. He reached out and they tapped fsts.
From Kessigh, a rare gesture indeed. R almost
wortied her, tht he should choose tris moment for
sucha gesture.

i hon from the certre, and across tho roling
14, e centalformation moved off downslope, tree
ines of horsemen folowing e oad oG |

additional lines o either side. Sergeant Gar
st e fark moved forver 12 carte
and Keungm
pvsmcn mey'awsu ook and olowod
vl ey hred o way p proseriad

cle—a Porsemer
Teauary pracised on ovslas e s g
cleared it comfortably. The pace accelerated fo a fast

canter, each of the two lines' leaders scanning irtently
ahead, selecting their line across the undulating
downward  siope, over walls, past _orchards,
famiuaes, bams and chsiers of besiock,piTing
ahead and predicting The leader of the
s coi et oer man o i ade ot
formation with his leader, but glancing continuall
scross e centa fomaton o reycarme coun the

winding road, making sure this flank did not outpace,
Por vere \eﬁ behind.

The d a certain freedom, Sasha s
roaliing row e fher reason why Kosslgh preford
it, apart from his and her lack of amour. She could
20 svryhng wiout boterng sbausfomatons—

cenval colamn upon e fght weaing and
snhlxmg 10 pass about another bumed fa



‘broken, rocky ridge over to the far left where the open
farmiand appeared to stop, and all the sweeping
Sorours n baween. The pace scosesed orce
took the fiberty of galoping off (o

Kessigts s, 10 ainsome space
“The hillide was flater for a moment, then fell away

o, A ey dow cset, some of 1 amoke in
toun appasrc o bo accomparied by

The o o taapedanathr wal, thon
descani . sloepor.sope ‘poyond 6w
rihed up. Sasha couning Peg' tides and juling
distances by reflex, then sailing precisely over
Loukhing il barely an impact 85t Spe fol v
They plunged at rapid speed as the whole
accelerated, Peg stretching out and threatening to
gain on the riders ahead. Sasha wove him off 1o one
side, then back again, and fiked the way the vantage
charged a et spee, a5 e wind s o her eyes

and clods of earth from the racing horsemen In front
spnand el ot sms e i
They rosd o e Geprsson Kessigh bod

indicated_arler, Per
o g, o oundod o 16505 on. Ovr
and across a sianing fise in the land, then, hurdiing
another wall and skiting the smoudering remains of a
farmhouse, a rush of ashen smell upon the wind.
Suddenty to the right the road was visible once more,
and upon it the central formation, which had skirted
o it ter s
aw the other horseman before anyone—a
srtod it acng fom bone - covn o an
orchard—and yelled warning. More yells went up from
the front as he was joined by a second, racing
downsiope at ful speed. Suddenly Kessigh was
peeiing of, selecting a path to the right of the orchard
stip. A farmer's hut lay in ruins behind the orchard
wall and then Kessigh's amm was indicating another
oo to o gt a steam, Sesta saw, cuing
through the orchard.
Kestron oo, o o o i, pasth ashen
i and anging righ o take the stream directy. and

ot
skired the orchard's right flank, low fiut trees

past her, Sasha drawing her blade for the.
first time and holding it low 1o the right, ready for
surprises. The orchard passed with no sign of
hidden riders as they leapt the end wall and continued
across an open field, panicked sheep scatiering
beforo thom in waves.

Anead, several guardsmen were closing on the two
escaping riders. Peg and Terjelyn hit their ful stride
for the first time, closing the gap and huring down the
slope. Another cry rang high upon the wind ahead
above the thunder of pounding hooves.

Murdering thieves! Murdering thieve:

s med s cossbow pontia iy on
and one of the thieves faltered, cutching awkwardly at
e rens. Tren fol. 1oing and crashng af bone-
breaing speeds. The soklirs comparion wes
gaining on the second man, sword raised, bul at the
last moment, the remairing thief evaded him and the
guardsman and his formation charged o, having no
time to stop and deal with siragglers.

Excopt that now, Kessiigh angled dirocty toward

ief, weapon raised with obvious intert. Sast
fo back and moved scoss ready o taceptary
obvious escape foute. The rider swung from
saddle, clutching stimup and “eini e oo ane

figures manning that post and severa\ ol potsalorg the
wall, plus several tethered horses. Above the thunder
e s toling,



The Falcon Guard raced the final length of slope,
wespons brandished and bamers i, From the
ehind the stone wal, there emerged a

b ovmvsemen ‘coming out o greet them. Sasha
w the guardpost archers fire, and abandoned any

She mssed il st ash howeve, "2 Kessigh
sunng vice rgh, hen back f o e vl at 2
close. ar‘;b ‘Sasha followed a widih wider for cover,
oo T fary vl one ronver i e
growd, Kossigh eversig o et backtard it o
foll a second as he ran. And then he was riding up.
1o wal g oo o g coes

Porse s laapt ki st e s be it fom
saddle at Kessiigh's
yswared o -mss me  ardhouse and b e
vemamm e scampering in. fear,
oving ol oo e 1
Tevje“yns mummg Pooves oy o frd msel n
o respect for humar
oo b ot v up,and sho b bam\y
folt the bump as Peg smashed him spinning asido.
“Then some of Sergeant Garys's men were in amongst
1 g doun ol sakers an sweapirg botsides
of the w
Sasha ot Kesslgh mormentarly i a confusion of
fiders, struggling for corirol with a double-reined
i i Frc—Peg s o otp ko bekes s
d and el brouh it wit #l i, ko o
o boors s wheeled ahead, more
e Tarkig ommeton aeatng w ose . conal
formation had bypassed. Weapons slashed and cut,
outnumbered defenders trying desperately fo sunive
through manoeunre and defence...several horses with
empty saddles, a pair of guardsmen colided, a crash
tapuling ricder, Sasha reining aside
atcoksonand seareig nvain forKessigh
nariing rider in northem dark greys came at her
Tan and s ug n et hesk, Pegs

horse she fancied was Terjeln disappearing fast into
its main sireet. She spured after him, flexing her
aching arm and risking a glance behind (0 see if she

doon e odds for the  defonders would
o
ross the undulating final stretch,
20 blowing rard, Sasha wigging he fngors
oot e s .23 6 mbes nga et gons
suddenly numb. She hadrit performed that parry well
at al. Kessiigh was right, cavaly fighting was not
ideal for a svaalverd fighter—balance in the saddie
was not always simple, and fared far better with two
inds than one. Deprived of her technique, the
stength of Lenay fighing men became formidable
Ttlat mantid iuck
Peg's hooves were pounding upon the
packed s o, amahacks et lter s
treir doors smashed . Futher ahead several
dwellngs iuced 1o smouldering ashes.
Beyond tha. & 5cmsﬁ||g large stil bumed. She raced
by several bodies in the road, reconty slashed and
wespare i teir side, bood “pooling upon the it
head, the road opened into what appeared (0 be a
conoa “Hage. coutyard WD Tonng e,
horses trampling in circles and swords clashing
o sign of vlagers anywhere.
She burst into the courtyard and saw the main

mostly won the fight against opposing cavalry as
many Hadryn bodies lay sprawled about the square.
Numerous guardsmen had dismounted o give chase



into broken doorways, or across the debris of
previously  destroyed buidings. She noticed

pardsmen clsered tpon he ot verardan of e
training hal ring at the door with their sword
e, Gre 945 e armend g s, ah ek
racing about o the bukding's other side, searching for
ertrances. From inside, she could hear the shiil ries
of women.

Sasha spured Peg foward while sheathing her

onto the verandah. “Someone give me
2 e Yol a1 o e ot n aoor
which appeared to be firmiy locked. They spun...and
o her surprise, the leader was Jaryd, his young face
Streaked with sweat beneath his helr. “Get me onto
the roof! | can get in from therel”

The damnoofs onfro, ol Jaryd yeled back as
emencontued amerg
= ot more tme in thse buldings
ey ot muter

Jaryd swore and ran to her side, hands clasped
together for a cradie. Sasha stuck her foot in i,
grasped the support pilar for balance and shoved
upwards. Jaryd lifted at the same time, with a great
heave, and she caught the verandah roof with both
hands. She got an arm over, braced an elbow ar
scampered with both feet upon the pillar...it propelled
P over e edge and oto e wooden shinges She
rolled wpright, immediately feeling
flames that oared and surged upon the ngm e
the roof, threatering to cave itin

forward tiangle panel and rolled onto the upper
p from there. Moved along a litle way, then
simply started kicking with a heel at a likely spot. A
oden shingle broke, and she kicked several more,
clearing a space of exposed beams through which
dark smoke poured out. One of the big Lenay soldiers
might have struggled to fit through it but Sasha
quickly knelt, got both feet in, took her weight on her
arms and lowered herself through with  hand-hold
reversal, gasping a deep, final breath as she
Smoke within the enciosed ceiing space made
breath and sight impossible. She screwed her eyes

then got her gloved hands info the broken gaps in the
wood and puled. They broke easily. Sasha threw
them away, sheathed her sword as the lack of air
began to bum at her kings, stuck her head ot of the

clustered about the ceiing. She grabbed the pillar
and slid down the smoath hewn sides o the ground,
gasping a deep breath as the air cleared near the
bottom.

A crowd o vlagers vre clteod of oier end
round th hug doors, whch appeared 1 hve been
ed. “Padiocked

o 6. e e mlanup‘ad at rough as
el beame colepsed in & cear of fares,
craroalond sprks. The o osing of scke s
0 lower, e il aeady erble, bocking
Toh om e small windows: g i

mmenng. oo above e Sereoms. snd
cracdg of te frs—sameone g o fack frough

wall with axe or sword. Neither would work,
ks wer very rarcwooc, fou mos he wu\gM i

reguiar pine and just as many times the strengtn
"Stand asidel” she yelled to_the vilagers. ‘Get
aside, give some room!” They tumed in aslonishment
and pulled others aside who had not heard, clothing

heavy, iron contraption, no doubt imported from the



nds where such things were commonly
onanoored. She poied 0 hearostwoman 1
his lock! Like this. Keep this side facing up! Don't
o youlkeep your frgers

i grasped it in fear, held as instructed,

Soe e e ook, diages rowding o i he
e b across e doo

Presaure rom ircide and o son 1 oling atid and
Wlagers potwed o, Shiching chikiren and coughing

Sasha remembered the group at the other end and
tmed back o sar desporaoly ough e smoke
but already they were coming, skifing the lame

“hats a1 of e Sasha yoled a6 tey came

No others?"

Trats all” answered an elderly, coughing man.
They locked us in here, treatened to kil a child on
he ouside if we did not trow the key oLt...we..we
didn't know the roof was afire urti.

“Tell me later” She ushered him out, onlo the
verandah, 0 find that most of the others had already
been escored across he square o the neighbouing

s o stairs and

sqare o e mame e, sovra e
festenng o o

across, and a thunder of hooves and
moton od versherton B2 e ome i3
skittering pause, several men on foot behind,
weapons in hand and assuredly Hadryn fom their
dark grey cloaks. Their heads were bare, hair cosely

combat. sweaty, dirtstained and, in several cases,
bloody. "We may have lost Perys, but tis trophy shal
be ours!”

“Runl” Sasha yelled at the siraggling vilagers, who

horseman spurred his mount,
pounding straigh for her. Sasha switched her sword
o her lft hand, and waited. For a charging warhorse,
it soomed o be approacting very dowy Eventing
did. The Hadiyris face was contorted with rage and
the lust of revenge. And Sasha felt a wave of hatred,
calm and smooth, ke fire in her veins.

She rol
sword flashing emply air, performed a simple foll to
one knoe, a hand (o the knife at her bott and throw.
T ke sk e passing idr i o ideand bo
clutched atit with a

The et of he footsoliers eached her at ful el
and unloaded with a huge swing fit to cleave her in

two...Sasha sidestepped with a neaty angled,
swinging deflection, and_slashed him open from
behind as he skidded by. The second swung high, low

and Sidoways, Sasha g Smootly bofore Gach
feet and hands sfifing in unison. A third came at her
flank with a ready blow, and Sasha reversed the parry
into a swiveling footing-change that ook half a length
from the new altacker before he realised he was in
range. Her swing cleft head from shoulders, before
waing i v lsh t gl opconert o
1o figh overhead...his foofing entangled as
i vt sagld o make val difcat vansion
ing, and Sasha spit him across the
middle with a vicious cut. A fourth charged with a roar,
a huge man with bare biceps rippiing beneath his
Sleeveless tuic...Sasha saw the basic pattem of his
attack before perhaps even he did, and simply imited
the right-quarter cross that sho knew woud follow the
halfstep fake and thrust. Deflected it staight past its
rget as he overbalanced, her blade circing in that
singular, foot-liding movement to remove arm and
head i cuick,precise succession
nce, then. She stood amidst the gruesome,
i camage sho ad arougi. and ooked abou
S fot amaangly cam. Sound Soomod o como at
her as though from underwater. Colours appeared
strange, aimost tactile. The biack smoke roiling above

sputed ar
proiinpeiiontopiiug s



slowly in her stance, a sliding pivot in the centre of the
dincoutendbetvoan righbcug buiings an e

burming hall. Behind, guardsmen were star
Blades o 11 mslv sides, pased s fhaled n i
ut finding

far m e o asistance
Nyar vas at me.r e, statng as i bt
ng, slow bre:

skeacy spstares e with bood Jaryd made e
nihane holy sign repeatedly. A Ver
guardsman da kewas. Aroer delhespmls\gn‘

sat upon the dirt now, clutching the krife wound in his.

sde qurad o bad polt. The wourd.she oled

coldy, appearod sovera firgorbrosdis away fo
s e More ioving pracice was n ocer,

ighness..." Jaryd said hoarsely as she
Dﬁssed eyes filed with uter disbelief. *...please,

o i waandsh of e i, o of visgers
stared and gasped amongst thems

“Symich-ahn,” she heard the veverenl, fightened
murmur. “Symich-ahn.” With wor

She paused bolore o falen e sard upat
her from within a grimacing, batte-stained face.
Taves oo botied o Sipremacy m 16 oy
Sasha b his gaze directy with a stare of uter
contory

er a1 our s row” s said



Oive

The coLum RoDE FRow PERYS i the eary aformoon,
short fve of thelr umber. Two were dead, and
anther three bore wouncs 0o severs for them to
cortre. AL emaind n Pens, conden of b
oodmiar car f v T Thryona o e
vas, clod, anaboc lesson v
imporarce o asc
e was amost saprced a oo for g ve

n something so simple as a
‘commander's decisions and deployments. I Kessigh
‘and Captain Tyrun had not been so competent many

ihir Hadryn prisoners within the care of a
Verenthane monastery along the valley from Perys.
Leaving them in Perys, to the tender mercies of the
townsfolk whose families they had slaughtered, was

ol of the question.
‘Sasha gazed along the old monaslery wals as she
ik in her saddie to

monastery s o
suroundings s 1o revel in them. The Goereryai in
her soul rebelled at the feel of it—dark, wom stone,
sl anc vekomelss,
has it been here, do you think?" she
asoe Kassl\gh‘ as they rodo two abreast behind
Damon and Captain Tynn, the forward guard in ful
armour and bamers ahead of them. Not that the
bamers coud be seen for any distance through the
thick pine forestbut then, there was always the
prospect of ambush from Taneryns thinking them a
Hadryn col vice-versa.
“Torovans have been coming here for certuries,
Kessich repked. ayeirg e moneserys dr vals

missionaries. Goerer-ai didrit take any more kindly
o attempted conversions then than they do now...but
if these foreigners wanted o spend the effort hewing
stone and Iing alone in the widemess, well they
wererit_bothering anyone. fd guess this one is
somewhere between five and six hundred years old.”
Sasha nodded-—i had tat ok b 1 of age and
constant use. “Damon,” she though to call forward.
Baron glrcadover ha-shodser, ing n e
saddle in order to see her past the obscuring helm
How oid a building? Did you see the foundation
i

“The year 309, it said,” Damon answered, and
Sasha Dused ber lips. Five hundred and fmlye\gm
being

Verentans calorar, since the gods nad presemzd
SantTitn it e Sl of Uassi, e Bacosh
province of Enora. The number meant sometting to
Vererinaes. o Gosrenya, it prded merey a
comerientyardstc agarstutich o measure me
Cherrovan didn't mind these monasteries?"
o sa1d Ko 1 Kessigh n wererit bothered
much, back then. Or at least, they didn' find a few
ks nt vidomes trseurirg”
“There's an old ruin off the road to Crylss.” Sasha
cortored The stnes re socianed ooks o 114
might have been put o fire a ong time ago."
“Yes, but thats Valhanan. There's no monasteries
o r Tyee. Or much of cental

Lenayin, for that matter
s

se the good, toerant ok of Valhanan burt
thom l down and put e nbiars o e swors, o

: frowning look, questioning
sty Keaioh shgoed. Sood peonls san



have bad histories, Sasha. And bad people can have
good momerts (00 in their past. Not everything the
Ghemoien id n e cecpaon ves bad siter. &

very good, enightened Cherrovan formed
Slogances i ar, andworkss vl o o

ended up fightng their own people for the iberation of
Lenayin. | dorit doubt their descendarts are stil aive
in the Valley of the Udalyn, those that suvived. All
forgotien today, of course.

ougt an erlftened Cherowan vas @
conaccioninte

had
Generaions of Lenays han any Lenay haman coud
possibly ld n s head. | asked e I fom e
serin point of view spanning counlless ceriuries, the
herovanwere & pateuary ba o arbaric e
She was quite surprised at the impetuosity of the
qosion, Gomirg. bom & Larey..or # lest on
adopted Lenay. "Young man_” she said, "I believe the

ot caling e pan back” Owr e spa o e st

asha, barbaric,
b\nadlhwsw wavmmgers n il of Rhodia were e
rnays. Thats one reast Torovans are so keen

on remllmg 1o fght m o Bacoshhey hope hat

the simple fear of a Lenay amy in the lowiands wil

fighten the Saalshen Bacosh into conceding ground

without a fight They tel tales of Lenay warriors in

Petrodor that wouid make your blood run cold. The

Loroy enghenment st s, s & ey recent
henomenon, | assure you.

Do you thirk the coming of Vererthanes with
Grandfather Soros made Lenayin a beter place?”
Sasha askedsorie)

central authority in Baen-Tar made Lenay
vt pace: Kossign repled i oty e
conflit between Taneryn Hadyn may be
oot vonme ofwhat e o doing right now—
campanies e ssnios of vou ther g 1o puta
Stop o it. In previous centuries, that didrit hapy
Lenminis 8 abon now. ot et stk vanma
Verenthaneism is the glue that
Drvinces oyou et i
nthaneism has made us better?”
didn't say that. G is glue. Verenthaneism
serves its purpose where fractious ancient beliefs and
loyalties could not. It makes Lenayin one. But any
other glue may have served as wel.”

=

There was nothing quite o lonely, Sasha though, as.
siig vetch at campater » bate. Th g benah
s hard, the air far colder than a summer right
Tt any TG 10be, and hro was o g ot he
briliance of a billon stars. From abou the camp
came the soud ofmen nofng, or a rse srring.
Alone i the dark, a watchmr
ol company.An i memoris
twig snapped. Sasha stared into the dark

e rasping b svrd by e id Al o
roedies, W ady Sasrandra? i

Jaryd's voice. She coud st mmmw .
sradow In e biacknass. She wondered e woud
30 away I e remained slert. | o ere o e
raea “Siting down onthe 00"

“The shadow approached. She did not know
she'd invited him over—ike most Verenthane nobles,
Jaryd Nyvar was a pain in tho neck. Perhaps, sho

she was just as much the fool as those.

idot rode gms. o laged and whispere ol e

alone on guard watch, even a

demane Lalvmigh be welsoma company 11 eves

were handsome and his shouiders marl

shi jaryd_seted beside  her,

wrapped tighty like her beneath cioak and blarkets. I

coudrt secp” e owlined. o spoke nite more

than a whisper, but in the vast, emply silence, it
oo an st a0y ot e cold

“Northerly wind and no_clouds," Sasha repled,
standad krowdge fo ary Loy o hed n e
wids. “Westeriis worse,



disturbe
Jaryd hissed through s teeth, rubbing hands
fogether bencath fis cloak and bianket. "Well, the
stars are beautifu” he admied. “Dont the Goeren-
vai believe that stars are luck
Sadl It was too dak o Sasha l soe eier i
handsome eyes or manly shoulders.
Conversaton, e, woud Te% entraly upon 8
s ot porsonity.Sha rearyaghed. e
sho a
D\awumakeamm

o ahatwere you hinking o Jard pressed

personally. Jaryd was perhaps orly a year oidr tan
Sasha—te ot tav been 1o tan s e
the ueanted ded.ncikbi o Seshas ycungest

Seasi vy s sags s s el qoson”

foiy ot vore Dk for seven days. My mother
e ey, i So ed s i and et
o robie, 1o dio i Giing. 1o

Verentare end, oo, than mostvartior shal moet

wor use the serin's white powder” Sasha
remared. o tss women et e yourgstal” |
' his face ror

sorse Jans onstomaton. 5 1 i sgmre

nsagamsllhepne&rs il Sasha o, Sertn
ight, fuct

you'e not pregrant all the time, | gather. |wonder what
amazing things Lenay women would s oy
could do i given the oppor

MLady...” said Jaryd, appearing to fight down an
amazed smile, “what is a woman, if ot the opposite
toaman?"

“Shouid a woman then not walk?" Sasha replied.
Not breathe? Not talk and think? You do all of these.
things, yet you are a man, so surely | camnot be a
woman, because | do them 100, | think, Master Jaryd,
that the only state in which a woman can meet the
Vererihane ideal and not mimic any of your manly
deeds is in death”

Jaryd shook his head. “You trly are a strange
“The serrin spread strange notions from Saaishen”

o ten you?”
“Frighten? MLady, | assure you...| do rot fighten

.

easiy”
“Yet you disapprove of me. Why? Why wish me (o
be something else, urless you feel hreatened?”
Jaryd did not reply immediately. Somewhere in the

Verenthane, he said then. He sounded trowbled.

allmy hear...and yet the aristy with which hose men

Spiris help_him, Sasha thought, he was trying.
What he admitted was surely no easy thing. "
n

invunerable by any means, but when taught by the
very best o a capable pupil.wel | have options ina
fight that my opponents do not”

‘said your ways do not fighten me, and [ mean it
Jaryd said determinediy. *| am a swordsman, | can
ol admir such taert, however wnepected. B |
Lady...| know others who feel

* Sasha began, but Jaryd had not frished.

“Nobls men” e sad, my eators amorgs! S
ve long reserted Kossigh's infence wi

King A ey speak oo an e i e
“Kessiigh has lie enough influence

tress Gays! said Sasne “And na erenibans

have always resented or disliked me for one reason

or another. But thark you for the warning. ks 1

some paricular reason | shouid be worried?"



a chan
Kessighs gim warng at :
suﬁsmd a shiver that had nothing to do with the chill

Ay pan ofme ooksfonvard o i war, Jadsac.
“The hol reciaim the Saaishen Bacosh from
e ser. Voswerss et iereny. 1 appose™

“Saalshen look that land because they were
attacked,” Sasha repled. “They never started the
confic, they only fnished it. The Saalshen Bacosh is
formidablebecause it is defended by amies of
humans and serrin. Most humans seem happy there,
and tey faht forocoushy 1o cefond helr ands fom
the so-called fiberators. I Lenayin et we'd be just
another bloody invader. s that what you want?”

“Those la ¢ Jaryd countered, though he.
sounded less than certain.*| am Verenithane, and

adventure wo uch
a crusade. And many Goeren-yai [ve spoken 1o said

been a land of wariors, but the rought

like Kfayen,” said Sasha, “Goeren-yai to e
e o o Rahing sarin bt e oy iferon
here." She paused. “But you said only a part of you.
Wrat of the other part?”

Jaryd sighed. “Tve never been interested in the
things that my father and undes love. Wealth and

s, more 1 .y complain
endlessly that the nobilty has ltle true power and that
king saves all the authority for himself, and the

He shook his head, gazing info the dark. "And now.

my father is dying. He sent me to the Falcon Guards

n he found out. He said | might leam something. |

e o Grsat Lorilp of Tyree walig r me
and...and | carit find it within myself o

Sasha sarod at fim in asirishmont. She hadr
suspected that at all. "You and your father arenit on
good terms?” she guessed.

“Never,” Jaryd said darkly. I try (o feel sad for him,
fruly | do. But it difficut” From somewhere distant,
there came the moumful howl of a woll. Another
answered. Some people disiked the sound. Sasha
had aiways loved it Such a cold and

koo te‘est . Sasha said quioty

Jaryd glanced at her. “The king seems. s
Thoughitis said he became far more 5o, afte
Ko e, He lved Prince Krysil prin

 Sasha muttered. “Al kings must
ov st o o o way a priest must love his.
robe. or 8 ploess st kv her (e Ko an
obigation, no
"Ho retostod o omplo afer prce Knslofs
funeral and rarely comes out 1o s day,’ Jaryd
St T oo laca my e wodd ok 1194
would be the stable, to reclaim my horse.”
fesires the faith of the gods above all
said Sasha.
dom koow Iow amons coud s . Kol ¢
fess, uncaring statue of a man, and for the ife
o couans doscins 16, s00 e o, for
seen it before Krystoffdied or afler. He prays.
for Krystoff because he thought the gods had slapped
him n the face by taking Krystofffom im. That upset
i Krysof s e barly ke
0 you see him often?” Jaryd asked. He sounded
[ Isumns-d but only that she was taling him this
sish snrcions
periunciory meeting when | ravel to Baen-Tar.
Nommg more.”
bers Jry sid diststtuly
agres

Faierss Saon
They sat together in e cod for  while and
listened 1o the vast silence. The wolves were quiet
once more. Jaryd then seemed to smile in the dark.
T ropessed o lovgh Sasha sred al i,
wondering what could possibly be so fuy.
“F's just...you mentioned the semin Jaryd said



e s oo and L always tink of

everyahere wih this big, wooden sword that tripped
him when he marched or tumed. One
was around four my sisters thought it would be grand
fortimo ad o caramonil prasadaon or s vilirg
sertin scholar. So we're all siting down
Yol vt bars o e el and 'ab\es kzaded wm-
in comes litle Tamyn.
e It o colar v vot o gnmen
butors. .l bot ard beamm at evenyore, just &
comes down
odog grand slaps seors . e, i oveione
admiring, and he's loving the attention so much that
e catches the heel of is shiny new boofs on the last
iop ard ol smack gt on e ace on e oo
Jaryd nearly doubled over with laughter, ning
desperately {0 keep from waking anyone. Sasha's
first thought was that it was a very mean thing (o find
S0 amusing. Then she remembered a time when her
favourite dog had gotten loose, jumped on Alythia and
knocked her face first ino a waiing fow of pastries.
fna suider sho was doused owr in ear

s whle o augting trough s ose, arys
sua.gmenea and ied agan “And._Taryn
‘while cber el e faing
ook of ur chais atahing, and oo rsser e
Jaring at us. And Father jus...ust sighs and puls his.
ead i v 1 ook  docp ot e o
recover himsel. “But the serrin scholar was nice, he

more. Sertin dorit get rffled  dothey? I st
remember that man, he was. ce.”
Sasha rearranged her bianket and cloak,
wiped fromher ke this,

tears

sometimes, aftr a fight. The smalest thing setof the
fional _responses. But she  greally

preferted tis train ofthought 0 those previous.

“Where now?” she asked

“He's at Baen-Tar” said Jaryd. ‘He's eleven now,
Falrer st i for a bi o sophsicled ccaton.

its bean nice, the past
or, bongposte o B Tar v Fakon
Guard. | could see him nearty ove

o s AN o e said Ssha,
aware as she said it that It might not be proper 0
share such things with Janyd...but her molth was
away now, and when that happened, her mind had a
stnggle to catch up.

Jaryd blirked at her, s disbelief lar despile the
blacness “ou..in rncess Ay bed?” Sasha
nodded, bitng herip. Why?"

sy i o resdareasony” Sasta
e, "She vas bang a pan Besioes, 1 wes

her night gown. She knew who did it she's a pain but
she's nots!
But she killed the lizard. She threw it at us, all dead
1 was upset,  yelied at Krystoff and wen off
1y in my room. Krystoff came up and made sily
jokes unil I forgave him."
Ovor a iz asked Jars
e ahiays oved animal. Horses dogs, izt
birds, b, Some of my best fiends
il Theyre g manot 3 ey v bovey
you

Troe," Jaryd agreed. “The first thing my horse.
master told me—its never the horse's faut. If he

makes a mistake, its the riders faut for not
communicating properl.”

1 agre. e oflen o va f more rirs werd
about their rule as theyre . their
g, most ands wouid e o Seter paces

There was another silence, longer than the last.
Well, MLady, Jaryd said evertualy, °| must admit
you's nothing fike the person that Id thought you
were. t seems that fve been told lies about you”™

Sasha gave a silent laugh. *And youre not so bad
yourself, for a self-important, preening Verenthane




;T st o proeieg” Jand suggesed, ¥yt
adnit o shar

“Admit? How coud enyic

Jaryd smiled. “t must be near time for your watch o
end. Say cold right. Two bodies are warmer
s re. and heres platy of toom iy e~

h no,” Sasha laughed, *youll not find me quite
that easy a mark, Master Jaryd. Ive admitted that  no
ongor wish to break your skull with a blunt stick, but
the distance from there to where yoLire suggesting is
along one indeed.”

‘A pity” Jaryd sighed, ulterly unperturbed. “The
short hair is an acquired taste, but | thnk | was
begiming o acqurs i

*"She was amused, in spite of her better

jude
“n ons ravr draw atoéon o your kvl oos, |

| can barely see you bow can you
pmsnb\y rotca my el e
'.r\ly Joumstbo but ke a

ok i e swnmwmk showed in Perys
vibsuchspeed an balaco. -

Anst Jaryd," Sasha told him,
g 300w o i Pt partedor oSy
im sure you could ask a visiting sein ady very nicely
and she'd be happy to induige, as serin often wil fm
sure she'll show you all of her muscles in all the most

Spiris help her, she thought later as she lay.
snunglod nhorour borol,she was amost npiod.
Unike Verenthane ladies, Goeren-yai had itle worry
about using the serrin's white powder, so pregnancy

4 beirg takn prisoar She b 1 ihsions about
superior morality or sexual vitue of
Veroitares g baocs ot and Gosrensn o 2
lesser extent, but the semin placed the concept
somentere beveen aming and dcuous, ard n
this, Sasha took her teachings firmly from the Nasi
Keth
1t v prckish g, o o S migh
leap from bed o bed with carsfree at
coud . She s tuman atr . et for
har st ot vas ot qute eraugh Besides vich
rough uepleasart Ramours abou hat
Seoun’ morahy areacy I creaton troighos
had no wish to add to the lies with
facts. f she was going 1o risk such a thing, then the

and was certainly a handsome one, but that was il
Somewhere shor of her requiremens.

=

“The following moming, the farmhouses upon the rail
were all deserted, ivestock let out to graze on the
tickestpastre in e hopes tat b oLbles woud
. The trai descended along a broken,
lngged atint e il ovard 3 ko bl shane
vast neath the overcast sky, ke flashes.
o procious metal oush e pinos. Bayond i fo
se_genuine mountains, whose
Pgpestpes brewhtecaps of s

e toward the lake, the
i ancnmerse. o Serior Sook urelyn,

scanming the clear view of the akeside below.
sl ho said as Sasha, Kessigh, Damon,
Captain Tyrun and Jaryd gathered about. Jurelyris

obscured by They

Conaint, One of my s 1 down doser

tsumpets and massed horse. The townis not afire
though, so the defenders may yet hold the day.”

“This tailis guarded?” Damon asked, frowring as
he considered the scene. Sasha doubled he was
dring b beauyof 20 apio ke e maesy

the mountains b
e sid oo e vas chewing on a grass

Corayi s 1 ofsoch meneresos ere s
men, as they were commonly known. Some wer
Tocnied 1o e as oo The.basis satone of



civilisation, like manners, were often strange to them.
Wao commanders aated e icifeurce, and

ess

e e, knoving e lorain betor:
removed the grass stem, and spat. T tell you this—
there’s not much room for massed cavalry down there
on the lakeside. I's not a walled town, but theyve got
archer :

Kessiigh pursed his lips as he considered. “Youre

figh, old fiend,” he said. “Thats a narrow lakesido

bark st o fow fde and fam el Vase ks
rourd e ake entra o cavely A

D mion vy ek o oy o corg

the i spe,bu eyt soised wd sgarst
valy between Vas:

His ﬁngar drew across to the righ, where Sasha's
eyes folowed the lake's distant shore beneath the

. Thers vas e beck e o Halenn X
ended beneath the tallest peak opposi

ety beb .
the dark cluster that was Halleryn own. And if she was
ot imagining things, she thought she couid make out
a dark smudge witin that open, green valley. Those.
woud b soders. An sy srcamped  bokors
Haleryn
“The rhdryn have no_business even being in
Tanenn; Sasha mterd, Fs an masion”
good cause,” said Damon.
i father was musdered. Ho

“Tris," Sasha reforted, s notjustce,
“We dont know what this is, just ysl“ Damon
repied, his expression dark. There was greaer force

“We are but eighty men, Highness,” Captain Tyrun
reminded him.
“Not once the fher comparies arrive.”

“Trey may be days.’ Tyrur's manner was caim,
merely_reminding fis prince of the. facts, ot
advocating or arguing

it tel ther that,” Damon said simply.

sralver
d around, seeking disagreement, and
applamd mlhlysurpnsedmnhsdd ot find any.

The descent through the forested lower slopes was
guarded, for the column heard many strange calls
echoing off the hils as they descended. But with the
barmersprominerty islae, herecame o atack
Finally the trail emerged from rees
wn sumur\dm grassy o
were thick with the last of the summer flowers and the
is shingled and_decorative. timmings
ook prty ndee beors the vae, at span of e
Spollrg e warqul scere wers the dark
mnan\essmmsmmcnl’eremsck}sevlolhe wn.
y were already
wiinrange ofgh finaccural longbow
n wers poiting westiard akng tho
lakeshore, just beyond amowshot from
G of oo and moreen wes e e,
encamped witin he ranow space of open fand
between the lake and the steep rise of the forested
slope. One rider was now galloping cem bearing a
e on fich here fapped s i
1 advise we come > antves, my
ince,” Kessigh Tovod o Damon 1 o o 3
weakamm

and they continued forward, the
rear secnons o re oo galoping  araw up o
flanks as they cleared the uesline. Sasha saw an
arow preining om i o nearty, Rltnsied
at a steep angle. Then, from the town, there came a
second rider, also bearing a pole with a white fag. He.
mped e low sutouring wal ar spured toward

coud 380 row tat e gt chster of
g ves i ascient of pareing

areols ok weav bemeon ash bm\rﬂr\gs
providing no easy avenues hr Gaoping arsemen
21 ey of cover fo defondi

mon sandng on some of o rasts. \aan"q on
railings that seemed designed for the purpose, while



others stood along the low stone wall that ringed the
fown. Lenay soldiers did not typically favour archery,
bt for o Cofnce of Vase t seamed e oicl
method—northem cavalry amour was rarely
ran oather o <hain, wheh woud s ongbow e,
bt not stop it And horses, of course, were not
armoured at all And now, as the column drew Closer,
y passed the first fallen body—a horse, spravled
wpon is side, an arrow shaft though its neck. Sasha
noted is side confinued (o fise and fal
“Damn.” she mutered and swung in her saddie to
a0 the nearet man behind..but he haa akeacy
ted e animals plght, and swing of fom e
ke his crawing s swor. Sasha verted e
lowed_she'd seen enough Kiling
of o, Besides, e vors dsod en Hirg 19
shwad,and mor fken rcses, Trese en ld o
o ho ark ey of e Hady ik at Perye, bt
vamevme black and siler of Hadryn ine troops.
Shields," Kessligh noted asthey
passed one man,sighess ees gazng o e sy, o
shaft effortessly puncring his mailed chest.
Sircoat bore the emibom of 4 ivor shiekl Upon black
“Excellent soliers. Some of Lenayirs best, not like
those ot i, T cormandarscan somstines
fttremdown,
i Galopng fom the town reached the
cn\umn‘s head frah, ad e forar ard ard pared o
s warly
Bamon e s Kessigh e 1o s Jeh side,
Captain Tynn o o righ, as tho fovard guard bld
mar back, and Damon's small Royal Guard
Coingent cusierod cose b Sesha ket rereot
inreserve al Kesslighs rear, wih Ja
"My Prrce; sid e rder, wih an ccent vt was
somewhat nor
the saddle, long, braided hair fallng oot e face
When he straightened, Sasha saw that fis face bore
tatioo markings, and his ears shone with many rings.
‘Good that you have come. iyn make war on
. my Picce. TN Is an asion, as surey o can
see. We defend the rear way to Haleryn and we have
ot yet let them pass. But the northern clans are more
merous tar we, nd we e al a rooremert
b ovnmirec, You st it
m: w Ims aggvesslen TP
st and st ot do- Captin

Ty caid oy e to decide.” The
Gocrenialtder svmp\y foked ot poad nigh and
eyes men of these regions

deielemml © mysny ot oy fom poliress..and
they found some personal benefit
‘Lenﬂ royes e rtory: Samon asked o
i

ve. my Prince. And Lord Usyn Telgar puts
Hatery o006 v nov. Troy hove heay ey

1 Taneryn cannot match in the open. We can only.
defend what i ours and hope for justice from Baen-
Tar.

*And how did Rashyd Telgar die?"

*Some Hadnyn priests came to Gessyl, ot five
folds over yonder.” poining west toward the Had
border “Trey ispted e peoples Weihoods
angered e sprs and of

o onod o vt o oeranymi
women, rugh o ghlers,cou ook afer i oun
honour. “They were driven from Gessy, but invented
s\nnas of bair mistestnant s of ptiey miu\lx to

e gods. Both Lord Rashyd and
Koo noar e and rode 1 Gosey Lot Fasi
was upon Taneryn land, my Prince. He inva
Lertony. e nauied the people and caused morta
offence to Lord Kraylss Agreat lord need not suffr
Such insults upon his own fand. ight was for
oreur_ and Ty Lo Krass proved e most

r of pooves aporoached and the
szryﬂ o was admied s e crc blore
o, Kessighand

ld e Hadon man, l bk and
e i e ester ot chan
Fadryn Shioks cavary Ho bowed n e o
“Wellthat you have come. Have you more forcos on

the way?”
“Many” Damon said fltly. “They arrive shorty.
Explin our presence on Tane
“The matler is simple, my Prince," said the Hadryn
cavalyman. ‘My Greal Lord Rashyd Telgar was
murdered at the hand of Lord Krayliss of Taneryn. By




Tolgar, son of Rashyd, may seck roverge. Lord
Krayfiss s refused 0 yield 0 the demands of manly
honour. Thus, we see it fom him by other means "

‘As Sasha understood i, Usyn Telgar coud seek

venge as a son, and as a man. But 10 40 50 n the
capacityof provincial great ord, by risking al-out war,
undormined the authorty of the king in BacnTar
Here, at rés moment, Damon reproseried the king's
suory,buvas e prapared o et

“How dare you murdering thieves speak of
oo Tonen man grod. i Do e
adenched, gloved fistin he ar

“isults and posiuring shall do noting to sway my

favou” he said witha dark glare at the Goerenyai. |
assuro you:

"My Prince." said the Hadryn Srield, “hese arimals
oot oven gl s o pause i whch o recam
our dead and wounded some of our
wounded may even have boen mrderes o0 oy
tay

“We did no such thing!" the Taneryn shot back,
eyes hard with fury. “Wo gathered the wounded and
are tending to thom with he best of our caro, as the
cusioms dictate. Should_the_invadersdecide o

witrcitaw ther presence, we shal retu those men to
their covades.”

“Tne men of Hadin shall toerate no. hostage
treatst

Erough” Damon barec. The o mon sbsidod
mering, fuious silence. The Hadryn was woll
armnuvad amed and eloganty preseried astide his
ge lovards crager whi e Tarenn
. ol g i o g, etired s
o caters st s wiy. e reed Gussion b
1 tumed Sasha's blood cold 1o see them as such,
these two halves of Lenayin, Vererihane and Goeren-

X wurdorous hatred between them. Pray

i 1 0 ot speac Pray o o s or it

ihe Hadryn, after a lingering,
bomng o loaen e are ot graned 3 e

if your own men could refrieve o fallen comrades?
shoud o bt amons's « onour 1o lomv o g

e  soers o Bsen-a Damon aid ookl are
not confict dyn

never heard bofore

seemed 1o affect the

Go," said Damon, “cany the message. We shall
vide o Halleryn.

Wy Pincar protsied the Tanonyn, i you woud
ide o bck ol oong tr oo of ok, e can
offer you safe joumey to H:

vl iy o Croa o of Hado frst”
Damon said firmly. "He is the one claiming grievance,
aferal. Have no foar, | shalinterview Lord Krayiss in
his tum. You are both dismmi

owed low in their saddles, then
v boi mours st et of galopg o
their respective camps. The.
s and Damon presso et . Kessigh ned
fo Damon's side and Sasha took the opporturity to
move abreast herself and listen to their conversaion,
show e chstand i of Hoows, prging
hamesses and eq

el o Kossigh sid simpy and Sasha coukd
fear ral pproval n s eice From Kosalg, that

seemed 10 ride a litle taler i
Yoo s ooressenromanedank
hate these fools.” he muttered In reply. ‘Gods how
1 hate them, Verenthane and Goeren-yai alke. So
wedy b Wpt ach otars skuls Wih I peRy
squabbling. Ive half a mind to et temn.

“hnsuch confcs? Kessih ssid a1t ays
the villagers that suffer

Damon e o a srrp breah | know. fm st
gy Ho shook s head asmmm and gazed
ot upon the lake. The mourtains on the far side
made a pmm A i




1o calm his nerves. “So we shall have at it with young
Usyn. | hear he's as much a pain as his father. Sofy
says she'd heard he once challenged a courter fo an
honour duel for making fun of a new shirt he'd wor.
The courter s fourd arging n s bedchanters

the following moming, oo frightened to. partake.
Apparenty his smrdsmanshln was nothing close to
Usyn's, and

s well known Ihvy ot g fi i Hodon”
Sasha renahos

On oy roarked Captain Tyun fom e fr sido
of e four abrenst Ino, e 8 wonderts young
felow, Usyn. Brash vein and immatue. o be

ted, ifyou kner :
ot not skpi- Kesshgh i ey, e Hrk
that_ His father was smart as all hel

i 4o you sugasst wan Kessigh?” Damon
asked.

I have no suggestions,” Kessligh said mildly.
have every confidence in you, my Prince.”

And Damon, Sasha noliced, seemed most
unhappy with that vote of confidence.

“They rode past the Hadryn lines as preparations
were being made o send five riders back (o Vassyl
for bodies. There were some fight terts erected and
some heavy skins unfuried on i

red—not
s Vase lokes o e thab\y usyn Tigar
was keeping most of his cavalry at the wals of
Halloryn, 0 prevent any breakout, and lacked enough
sronih a5 oo sond mor ahod 0o ke, Eqaly
robable that some hotheaded Hadryn Shields
Commander on s side of e lake nad become
inpatet i vallng and atempld 0 ke Vase
jory. redictable
jusiiieicont i vﬁssyw faton o rear vy
Halloryn would be cut, and any potential Taneryn
reinforcement wih it. Also, Sasha guessed, it would
Gpena secord fot againt Hallentts vale
of the Hadryn men had paused n their routine
of tending horses, food and weapons to gaze sullenly
atthe passing Tyree column. There was lite affection

justfied in yeling the same thing back.
“The ride about the lake was not so long, for the trail
across the mountains' feet was well mainiained, wi
litte stone and wood bridges to cross the streams
that from the peaks; sheer rock faces
hrusting cloar of the tree-covered lower siopes.
ventually. the column passed the last of the
mountains and rode from the patchy tree cover info
the open, gasey basi o ey Dicty apposie
won fount with
Hallryn v nocied o s ower g one el
facing directly onio the water. Encamped about the.
Tt of tho Hallryn wals, visblo oy patchos past
intervening clumps of pine and valley floor bouders,
n into a final
gallop, and they thundered in formation across waving
grassiands and flowers unii they could see a line of
cas ard emerging sodes aheac. Trt
lwma(mm were widely spread, suggesting that the
Hadryn were present in less sirangth than t
v o, Mo tonded hrses, o perored varous
duies about camp, or sword drils and other exercise
onihe grass Sasa guessed el ey ony appesred
spread o because the valley was so wide. There

command was given to dismount. A S0k
forward o collect the horses and a Hadryn Shields

Imet plume, beckoned them loward the several
large tents that had been pitched directly upon the last
of the valley’s grass, before the broken stones of the
lakeshore.

" it wise for her to come?” Damon asked
Kossigh vina dusousgaco i Sasha. Saha hold

e ammnry of Baenr s sbsoise; Kessigh
repled. “Make she comes.
Do youvish e presnt”

Damon nodded, brusquely. Let's go.” He removed
his helm as they walked, running a gloved hand over




et iy iber of e large, akesido
tents, the Shields captain led them

beyond. On he igh, men ware wasting clobes and
gathaing vater fom the [ake. One sokler passed,
laden with ten bulging skins, and granting

the chill waters, scrubbing themselves. Damon shot
nce. Sasha snorted. As if she
hadnit seen that before.

. then, Sasha could see a lone figure on the
open, grassy piain. A ligh breeze caught at his black
and silvr cloak, revealing a firm, resolute stance as
he contemplated the walls of Halleryn before him
Tray e o ok, dark sns.parape a8 tal 2 Ty
men, with batt on top. was not an enor
Tovess, i Mo il ke s o o
side and the lake from another. A tributary stream
fom Mour Halen rad been dertd o in before

panned by a bridge where It ran info i
ol bridge o bal imbed b e vals galo
—a big metal grille, as tall as two,
it o e onrts el was S for 205
the rear, lakeside tral would require an impossible.
attack in single fle.

did not tun around as Damon, Kessigh
and Sasha approached. The Hadryn Shields captain

Lord" he said, “Prince Damon, Kessigh
Cmnenv-vm ard Sastarcr Lonayn No Princss”
Highnes man. Not oven, she
suspecied,
Uy Togar did nt tu to greet tem. His hands
appeared 10 be folded upon something before his
waist His sword, Sasha guessed, considering that
his scabbard was empty. And her heart beat a litle
faster, recogising the significance of that gesture.
So Prince Damor id then. A young marrs.
voice, cold and bieak. I heard that you were coming
With eighty men.
‘Shortly, more than a thousand,” Damon said curtly.
Usyn nodded slowly to himself, considering. Siil he

Soternars igh Tt s ot lemper. T arer
she folt was cold, dark ar

erioy ot anger_e exeraing Sstol lemper zr\d
retaliation. Of cold anger, there was nothing pleas

o be said.

“You have ordered Hadryn forces onto Taneryn
lands,” Damon said, ignoring the remark. “State your
business here.”

Usyn finally fumed. t was a pale,
framed with the close-timmed, dark hair of a devout
Porthem  Verenthane. An  eight-p

Sasha's eye they seemed too wel polished o be the

Kitof an honest soldier.
“You woud command me, my Prince?” Usyn said
coldly. “When Baen-Tar has ignored this Tanoryn
or

ol 1 2c And now you wodd Seek 1o impose
command? Your timing is lacking, sir.”

*Baen-Tar has always commanded here." Damon
repied. “Baen-Tar always shal. State you businoss
pon Taneryn lands. I won' ask again.”

glared, his nostis flaring. He hooked bol
thumbs into s belt his sword quivering behind him,
impaled in the soft grassy earth. No dor
thrust his blade inlo the tuf upon first amival at the

satled. Same suh o e ok weys snied svn i
rh, even as the northemers denied

Coracton o Gosrane. & wea "Lenay vedion:
they ciaimed. Sasha remained unimpressed; the
Goeren-yai were Lenay tradition

The townsfolk of Gessyl mistreated some traveling
brothers,” said Usyn. "My father rode to their rescue,
as the townsfolk knew ho woud. it was a trap, my
Prince. Lord Krayliss lured him there, with the express.



intent to commit murder.
“There was talk of insuection in Gessy. Townsfolk
were agitated about the coming Rathynal, there were
lims ot ey wodbe made o fgh o a warc,
e cause. They spoke ill words of the king,

Iy Bice: Ty spoke o1 a Verenbans ot sgani

o)t prave them fhom Bwouing, 8 s s g
and privilege. Lord Krayiiss, also mounted, charge
o o . e bl i o e i oy
stroke. | was there. | saw it happen. Any man who
cims tfrentis s ar”
essyl now?' Damon asked, his
ammssmnﬂark
*My men have occupied it and rounded up the most
prominent roublmake
shall send a message immediately for them o
Damon said sharply. Your grievance is with
Lord mess You have no cause against the vlage
foof T
The young s\gar sepsared o bllebeck ety
uplssssnt My Pirce: he ssd ter, win hes
oyt iy Lreyin il o sforos s wil gainel
e of aberion amed a Boen hon e

*I passed through Perys on the way here,
cutl wihevery g ofbeing W emper mmpletz\y
350w o acor e frocent wlegers
vgrord by g Hodon e
i oot m P ope rave boen
Tocoing Beuk fom rading Tanonn vilagors
u e ony st ared, how can o
possibly know who is gty and who. ."
“Enough, 152" Sasha bad never seen Damon so
. e ol ot st justy what | saw
ok Did o s o For st e, Unys
:muem ‘appeared to sip, just a fte. "Answer the

T not” A sulen ook crept cver the g
face. Suddenly, he looked no more than a pouting
emperamertal soverigon, “The iages of Hadi
con ongarise thir own defecsl I you have &
pcblemadi ot cesl et e

“We dealt with My "We dealt

oy Goad ot e Vi sl flow. s
or Taneryn, or any who commit wanton murder in the
reme ofncert s’

ther was murdered by this heathen animal”
U!ynyel\ed ‘eyes wide with indignant fuy. “The father-
I of Pine Koeny, ol also my bt Fre
authority of Baen-Tar does not defend my right to
justice, then what n all the hells' gnﬂd is tfor”

“There was a silence, then, upon the grassy plain by
he wide, cold lakeside. Sasha fel rather than heard
e gaerng resnce bohnd. e creak of  ater
bela fan e of ihe_compression of
grass beneath heavy Soas“banon sere
younger man, anger dueling with a rare distaste that
soemd 3 ks sciduoonHs rgue. T younge.
paler man glared back, breath coming hard,
Fareor ot ane secusomed o Sdon T of

mper.

Family Lenayin woud be nothing without the
north!” Usyn hissed. “The king owes his throne to our

ol ‘ging
ores remsined upon i for ore hardaresting
moment, wikd and white about the
Sasha, o or o st bme, it i v ey
Pated tan e

e o ing Kessighsaid simply.

idiots in Valhanan fooled, bt youve never fooled the.
fthe north—we know what you arel”
Sure you do Kessligh said with an utterly
unpleasant smile. “Im the reason you're not speaking
e
Usyn's hand went o his bot knie, and Kesigh's o
his own in a bie of motion. And Usyn
wider il face draining of any remaining blood, s if
realising, with sudden terror, what his temper had




‘nearty brought him to.
Kesslighs smile grew wider. Sasha had seen him
A cravArgnsecs ana s ek fom an paces i

S Gocide it s a goo o o swing o her
heel and check the scene behind. Sure enough, there
were upward of tirty Hadryn men standing there, and
more gathering behind. Some in a state of partial

Companes. ot pale ki whehed by any 1 .
ir hair timmed short, sometimes even sf
Their eyes were hard and their manner mnmmmg
Behind trm, she gimpsed mermbers of D
ol Guard coningant overing by e lakesido tens
with evident alarm.
puT oo e ke Kessigh o s ten. Vit ot
might expect
e gamtos st mLarah A vt cog o vou

fryus and do not test our patience. All the north should
know very well what | am capable of."

And he bowed, all good form and polteness.
Sasha swung back long enough fo do_likewise.
Damon did not bow: He would nod. affirmingly, if Usyn
bowed first. But Usyn simply stared, wiid-eyed and
hateful. And so Damon swung on his heel and waked,
Kessighand Sasha st sides

‘men stood back just enough fo let them

ugh It nouon o oot o rswpect st
walked with her right thumb hooket
bescs h ki . roadyfor e a5 Bt of 8
close quarters attack. A man bumped her am, not
moving aside quite in time. She coud feel the eyes
upon her, roaring over her body: But the Royal Guard
were close ahead now as they emerged from the

wc,

cron

“Thatitle foofs a real worry.” Kessligh muttered as
500 s they were ot of earshot. *His loss has made
him unstable.”
think he was expecting Koenyg.” Damon said
darkly. “Given that it's Koenyg's father-indaw who's
been kiled. | wamed Koenyg that Usyn would take it
amiss, but he insisted he was (00 busy with
spproacing Vi vas dista

o said_sarcastcall. “Meefing

e the family resemblance. The
e T «amuys wetabl. 1 0 ke 1 b0
related | couid vor

and T sure your graceful prosence shal do
wonders for Usyr's stabilly,” Klsshgh remarked.

“You dict help,” Sasha retorted, determined to got
Some payback for allthe times he'd accused her of
provcaton

1t best 1 acare i & Bl Kossigh
repioe. o foiar ord sdge 1o
ocle of o mgules ngh. how oo
aggressive, | apealed o e on raw peiln
might give him pas
Sabat i b ke youire biafing?” Damon askod,
ting a wary glance across as they waked
donitblu,” Kessiigh said grimiy.
Damon glanced at Sasha. Sasha shugged.
doesn't blufl” she admitted. “Feinis and misieads

¢ bluffs.
7o gy ol et o akeon st
thousand of them," Damon retorted. “What s that if
nota biuff?

‘Suicide? Sasha suggested, raising an eyebrow at
Kessiigh.
Kessiigh shook his head. “I's astart” he said,
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vo." Kessligh said sourly, *and if you lot dorit cut
e siperstioss nmh s ane o b
They

and rear gusting bails of flame. Ahead, the walls of
Halleryn were alive with torchlight and whipping, wind-
blown banners. Their party .
by e 0 gardamen o viokirg bwches, htered
and snapped above their heads. I the fight from the
btfemeris, S coud see the dak shepes of
archers watching their appro
On the far side of the bndge she risked a glance
back acoss he e The Hadyn camp stched
mong the scattered trees and farmhouses of
i valoy e b of many s ahcker 1 b oo
wind. Another fve hundred men had arived that
gflomoon. mosty i fom Hadhn iages wbout
the. hea

equipment of the
Srielte ot formica okt o s iord
was ther thousand infaniry afool,

greatly doubted the forces within would match what
was building ousid

Usin wil have rough arcss before e vels o
contain any breakout by fomorrow” she said to
Kessligh, ioldmg her ams tight wittn her coak to
guard against ezing wind. “Hel then divert
oot apout e ko an Vaseg wh . Halonrts
forcos wil be trapped, and then a real i

We cat e come o el Kessioh vepuea s
also scanning the bat
oo ot e cotm on s o, sioge i
drag into Rathynal, sm is precisely what your father
would wish avoided.

Some horsemen were approaching along the
lakeside road ahead, the back way from Vassy,

e rsh o, So o as ey ke beck rosd
und the lake, f00d supplies would stay fresh. So
1ong.as ey kept the Hado on 1o e sido of e
stream, fresh water cou be collected from the lake.
Butif Usyn decided to press forward In force, neither
could be guarartee
hat's wrong?” she asked Kessigh then, ino that
Solemn, wind-swept silence. The blaod red sky was
foing 1w deapanig o tho cour of coels in &
dying fre, once the most brillant heat had paled.
ramormber s pace; Kesslgh sad reaily.
“Thity years ago. The walls had not heid



(Cherrovan then. We took it back after they'd held the
place for a week. Inside the walls we found...” and he

grimaced, umwiling 1o comg
gazed away across the rumpled, darkening surface
the lake. Sasha stared at him for a moment. Kessigh

rarly ispayed such emoton ecouning s e in
the Grat Wt Th s of i place must sursly
e boan unsetie, for i he biod Tt red b
spilt here.
She made the spirt sign again, unable to stop
herself. This time, Kessiighdid not appear o noice.
Halleryn's gate loomed ahead, alve vith buring
forches within the archway
“Who approaches?” came a cry fom the
battlements, and they haited on the road.
Prince Damon Lenayin" a Royal Guardsman
yelled up, with extra volume to be heard above the
o flapoig of green and black Tarern bamers
ssigh Cronenverdtl MLady
Smencra Lonayr Vs Jod e o Ty
Along the wals (0 either side, many faces peered
down, some leaning out for a betier view. & was one.
of the more dramatic announcemenis any armval
coud have deciared. A formaiity of course, s theyd
beeninvited
“The Great Lord Krayiiss of Tanenyn grants you
ykomer carme te cal down fom e battarerts
Pass within and be at peace, for you are wi
proecton and_hospitlly of the Great et
Taneryn!
They Passud beneath the portculis info Halleryn
i8of. The min stoet ahesd wes bned i
buldngs of sone base wih wooden wels and
fops a4 was e fstion of rosban o A
smmer s ohous Goererysl sppaararce amhed
re them and beckoned them to follow. The road
v o e s Larey ke, bt b
nework was the tradition i these parts. And ther
wore rais, Sasra saw 3s oy waked eading w
what she presumed were underground outf
o ey 104 i . o k. She couent
imagine any Goeren-yai township allowing that. More
likely a river inflow washed it someplace outside the
walks 10 be buried or composted for farm use.
por soin oo b e Goerensyai had
adw\au many centuries a
Tho set ofHalery were mosty empy ad unit
by any st lamp o rch Sasha cad ot el but
think the town dank and gloomy, with ary a
T2k e monotony of sone and casbies. The ceirl
road sioped upward unil it opened on a broad, paved
courtyard busy with soidiers. New amivals were

makeshift ovens and the smel of cooking wafted in

the air.
Atention tumed as the royal parly crossed the
coutyard, some men coming to their feet, more from

o greet a prince and, in several quarters,
even some coarse laughter at a whispered joke.
Thon iy acrose et camo 2 now
sweeping tough those _watching..."Cronenverdt!
Cronamrd o sobdeny o men were s
and pressing forward to watch, openmouthed and
increduous.

rooking the courtyard was a tall keep of stone
walls and overlooking arches. The keep's grand
‘wooden doors wao trat aid by plr of garcs

the royal party approached, and they entered a
stone hallvay lined with oid, faded tapesties and
alive with the dancing flame of ensconced torches.
Their guide led them up a broad stone stalrcase to

msehes emerging from
the foor of a great clansman's hall
i was stone, but for the tall windows in the walls

Gontal s mode rows o fter ide f o vy
long, cental table, laid for seving
g torches mouniad o . caliog
grand, caned chair dominalsd the b for ond.
About the pilars, standing with swords at the hip
mugs in their hands, were numerous Goeren-yai
wariors o Tarann—org haied,ttoosd, berrged
and proud. Allpaused in conversation now:

ook oe 1t By umn sdgutancs o e
and parted to present their four chr

Darmon walked forward, surveying the array of hard
faces that confronied him. Sasha_remained at
Kessligh's side...and realised that Damon, to the




best of her knowledge, had never met Lord Krayfiss
79 0 ot oo w1 ke ke She scaned
he faces herself, ¢

e o mesing ofwai” roounced coe ran, ad
and broad with long hair flowis
immed in o Inee on iter $ide of e mouth His
hard yes wer e upon Sasha i eden anger:

has never been a woman present

vai o war, v v ey st

Sesha glrad i rokm. Kesaloh Iooked a turnd
into_his belt and repressed a grimace that

i ot sarsts s,

Keosigh vl oo Damon' id,and

nd, gazing about at the gathering as he
might ypically consider a strange cluich of chickens—
with thoughifl, ofthanded ct

Troniowerrg o1
Gelonsve 1N of he s ere Kesshghstaod M
tallr than most, and somewhat simmer than
i, unempl it svmaked wh ey, ha peraon
lacking ary martial adommed save o blade af s
k. A ot somato; ekt vt oties

a prince, he domi

o e, 17 Kossigh oo b angored man
as calmiy as ever.

" Caseyl Ratwan of Des g the man
replied, with a proud it of i

A i, Yo Coset® Meemg the man's gaze
with a firn stare. ur s mine. Not yous. & is
mine (o do with as | wish. Your preferences mean
nothing o me. Likewise your honour s yours. My
actions have no bearing upon it. Only you can gain

a serious matter indeed. At such fimes, men of great
importFstened hard.

cond Iing—you laim that your horour
depends upon  ad ncient
et et core oyt s v Tl re
hall broken orly by the faint, ripping sound of flami
tarches abovo. 1 camot afore o cao. | am Nask.

swore a similar, undying respect 1o me and my ways,
Powe, ways include an
uma—a student, f you wil—who remains by my side
o learn as best | can teach. | would never require.

o change your ways, Yuan Cassyl of Dessyd vilage,
were you o enter my house and my hospitaiiy. i

fider came today from Perys.’ came a new
voice, deep and powerful. “He wilnessed the great
leeds there of our guesis and the warriors of Tyree,
against the bloody-handed Hadryn. He also ciaimed
that the uma of Yuan Kessligh was there possessed
by the Syrich, and in such a state siew rine Hadryn

wartiors by her own hand and tasted their biood.”
s a flury of spiitsigns across the hal and

of dark hair and a vast, bushy black beard. Grim, dark
ores posrud o a proaon of skong s iicse

s that masked the left side of fis face. A long,
ingl 1 braid ol e fom e est. 10 e won e
ight of his jaw. ed slowly forward in heavy
boots and a \ea(her asibenalh coak of reen and
black Taneryn colours. Lord Krayﬁss of Tanenyn, the
sl Gooronya great ford of Lera

T spft ol agtes tere have boen omers.”

shouders, Sasta racioned it migt be about e
correct size for him. “The sky toright was

foreteling of much blood 1o be shed...or of oo
coming of a great power. Perhaps that is you, Yuan



essligh? Or your uma?”
lam nota man to judge such things, Lord Krayiss,”
Kessiigh repied. shrowdly. Il you wish a recounting,
st that you ask her yourselt”
Krayliss stopped at the forefront of his gathering,

assorted ilage headmen and 4
across Taneryn. Folowers of Kraylss, at least
Not all the men o i

uch. B same. g Hadom agresson mght
tolis sids roninae:
sy mab fair_obsenvation;
o, sty s ke o s oo ter
bell. ‘Women are not welcome at Goerenyai councils
of war. s not our way.
f my ways are not welcome here,” said Kessiigh,
leave. Do you revoke your previous
imitation?" Their stares locked. A contest of wils, the
E

ss's o
Gir”" Krayiss barked then, with a wry twist of his
lips. “Come forward! Step where we can see youl"
Sasha cast her cloak away from her left shouider,
p0sing the hilt of her sword, and moved quietly 1o
Kesslighs side. it was an effort ot to meet Krayfss's
eyes, but she kept her gaze demurely on his broad
esi a8 8 goad Goerenal malden shukd amorg
such mighty warrors. Sur
sared indipleasrs, Oters i s urosty Ard
mouths smirking in imitation of their lord,
kg o matr some ugo s
rayiss, raking her from head to
it oot The i ho s once a princess.
‘Some menstil cal o that do they
“The shalldo as. Ii&y wil, my Lord,”
Sasha replied, provoking. some. vghier A1 hat
fruism. “Lis no longer my tite, | ceased o be princess
when lieft Baen-Ta
s of blood are deeper than mere tites,
gin seid Krayiss. Some o the smiking ceased af
e, The ord's ejes bore decper Sass
et was 1o meet chatenge wih chllenge
afor 10 Kaep her s lowered wes Snough b brmg
Sweatto her brow. “These tales from Perys. The rider

o men. Sasha
repressed a retort with difficuty. Sometimes, in her
love of the Goeren-yai, she forgot why she disliked
Lord Kiayhs soreat. Nowshe lemembered

1did not slay nine men, she said tight

M, s6d ore lege oadman, contemptuoushy

ew'o
thy silence across the hall. You witnessed this

dend Krafesaskog Kovsion

“Not |7 said Kessligh. I saw the bodies in the

afterma

“I sawit” called Jaryd to the group, proudly. | was
ot ten paces from the last when he fell Al four foll s
fast and 50 close that | had barely yelled waring of
the first, when the last had fallen upon his corpsel I
was a masterfu display and | piy
there 1o see it Even as Vererihane, | swear | coud
sce the mark of your spits in the siokes of her
blade!

Sasha swore beneath her breah, through clenched
eeth, Stupid, ignorant, macho young ool. Oh how she
¥as, 90 lo Kk s backide when tey were
oulside

ou make great clims, yourg Master” growied
Krayliss, with ot dipiosers et does
Verenthane know of such things? On what autorty
does a follower of the lowiands order claim
knowledge of the ancient spirts?”

i vas et my Loa” Ja sl i o oo
o foar DId e know ho o faced? Chalors|
Lord Krayiss wiin s own hal was ot e ane a4
dfeaing wooden swords at ouramets. b bese
parts, men fougHt o ki, ot io gamen. 1 reve oyes |
el ooy whatlsaw”

Even if true, it proves nothing!” retorted ar
man, flom the far side of the long table. “The Spmts
are not guides for women! They never have beer

“Spirits alone were never mentoned” said a
Jow st 8 1 feaing e prosence of rspoken,
unseen power. “Only the Symich was mentioned.”

re was about the room another flury of spirit




ns and the muttering of oaths. In some faces now,
thero was real fear. Krayiss suveyed the commotion
witha dark, furtowed staro.

*I dorit believe herl” pronounced another. “The men

a ke four in the manner described!
Only a woman of Saalshen coud manage sucha feat,
and 2 greatono ot

iy retorted A sern woman cous

rlerargument at close, n s

g abouk incisbete. To e gt
Kesshgh ol oo s arme and valed, a6 many

waled for 8 much younger Sashancra
Loreyint conse et facing fempers bfor rsitng
just as firmly upon the very.

tham, Sashs simply vatchad Lord Krayﬂss. wnafraid

eeting his gaze. Krayiss stared back,
unmoved w.mm the commotion.

Per expected her gaze 1o drop. Anger
bumed e sire A waro, whon e oo
were not looking. And it was Krayliss's eyes that

widened, in surprise and anger, from the power of that
meeting
“Enough!” he yeled, a broad fist held high, and the
clamour eased as quickly as it had begun. “Such
debaes shoud wait for a later hour” he said darky.
“We have ofher business (o attend to. Prince Damon
fides 1o serve the justice of Baen-Tar. Litte enough
hope do we of the Goerenyai have in the justice of
Versare irgs...

S i grat sarcasm and brovgit aFarsh
\augh from manyofose srare
comes 10 us with a mind ful of questions!
Kehes amntocod, n ier cetanty osal on.
He wishes 1o know the cause of our old friend Lord
Rashyd's death, and the reason his son stands upon
ur gate i s e in e bt sampig i it
femper tarirum now that papa is no longer about to
spank s skinny backsidel”

Another laugh from the men and some mugs were
raised in salute. Krayfiss tumed to Damon with defiant
conderce, "es, | sew Lorg Restyl He priess

Gessyl townsfok and | rode

people and I slew him for his insolence! And what,
i

ke you o Baena o  dgmert ot e rgs
easur.” Daron reped: Sasa birked at Damon,

e i bt

Satement 56 coaly Ceiverss n e fa o sun

defiance. For a moment, the entire hall seemed

hushed with similar surpri

Krmfss $eow back s head and lughed. “The
young e balls after all” he roared, to
an enpton of Tousrer et shook the ceiing. And

ropose 1o achieve this monumental feat,
Young Lonesin?

I shall await the arival of my line comparies.
Damon said icily, “and we shall join forces with the
Hadryn. Shouid you refuse o comply with my order,
we shall kil you al.

i Sasha's stomach tied

rapidly to tie tself in knots, to her great displeasure.

vas @ fre Ine, uhere most men of her

ncemed, between balls and

Sipicity Orly Kessligh coud be relaby expecied 1o
it pocaros blsrosvih coneency

iher's law s quite c
1 Ratyd daseri s coroee oy conet 16
i ot denere deaty. o pomAITION: con

your ife s forfeit | therefore suggest, Lord of Tamryn,
hat you do ot refuse. For tho sake of your pooy
ord Kraioss aeady vt it seemed e
even larger with ra
Versntares of aaeﬂar o fo 6 poare o1
nenyn?” he snaried, eyebrows and beard
seemmg 1o briste like a greal wild animal. ‘Even now
the king calls a great Rathynal, to force his tame



\Verenthane lords to approve his decision to march to
acin e wendal A var i i Bacost, i o
erestwhatsosver
Verentrane the_ proft of o
oot Wit sch 4o he Veraneres. o
fowns and ciies seek 1o protect their il-gotten vean
and prestige—with the blood of poor Goerenyai
farmers who have o inlerest in your foreign causes
s alanWos!
mo will spoak for the Goeren-yai? Who
bu\ i s \eﬂ tospeakc? He oared b th assemtied
val Verenthanes iike
oo ony vereniene o o o provrees: &

Of all the Udalyn descendants, | am the greatest of
and the greatest of honourl Who but me wil
peak forho e, h anders. e ght pecpe of

“Tha Toa e flowed paled al ose previous, a
uearenmg purder o bresered o Soi Sasrts
e folower ing of
oo ﬂagslnnss ammpnn-ﬁ by te m
clapping of hands. Krayiss suneyed his
Commobon, wipng s beard of e spitle et o
hung S of s cours i bumod inms
eyes, vain and spilef. This was a man, Sasha sa
only t0o wel, who was prepared to die for his cause.

matter how many others he took with him to i
pyre.

Entertaining,” Sasha remarked as they walked from
bencath the gates of Haleryn. “Nothing iike a bit of
opentosihylo devlop e ppotie”
Damon muttered, tugging

on| e g ovs o

Jhen?" Sasha asked, puling her cloak more firmy
about her.

nyime someone thinks it a grand idea to get me
together with Maryd Banys of Ranash, and her

Sasha frowned at that, The sound of the wind
show the vast. mooriss dar of e ke Pk an
. Yet, for all the frozen chil of the open

mgm itvas a ol ndeed 1o b s of at hllard
muttered,  suspicious

Comersatonavad e long tabl. Man i 0 kdost

digest "Sho' vary prty. 1k you . Prrce

D ey s prty”Damon mtered. The i of a

ricken and o cham of  leoch, bl She's prty

Dioerwih Krapss was o pessant s comparsd
tKessiigh a glance and couid have

Saste quesioned ket wh oonidara asonn

oo Damonsald, gasng offacross o
daklake a h road approached he e
isters-iniaw” Sasha said with
d\spleasuve “Im ot sure | could stand it, Wyna Telgar
ugh

o0r gir” Damon retorted. “You wouldn't have to
e orbed for the rest of your e, youve noting to
complain about

I think we must be taling of two diflerent Maryd
Banyses,” Jaryd said quizzicaly. “The i | mean is
sweetfaced, black-haired with blue eyes and a ful
bosom.”

i al nresing gl raw you dicissed

with her, Master Jaryd?" asked.
pert more on & nearboet i ber prsenee? Or

ey acmired e bosom o afr?




‘Sasha continued. “Ranash will obey the throne simply
because their lord's daughter shares a princes bed?
Hadryn's behaviour has barely changed since Koenyg
married Wyna...and fitle Dany now gives them a
Hadryn n the fine of succession.”

“The other lords will not be happy if | marry another

tuda
hed been Damon the grim. “This ine of princes was
gang o b a e vein o bo mined, but Ko died
thinks o take the holy vows, ai
sndden\y with Koenyg wedded, five available princes.
o only o, s kst me and M e, and ear e
competiton wil be fer
Y% the creopng fowdalsation of Lenayin® said
Kessligh.

Jaryd frowned. “The what?"
“Before King Soros," said Kessigh, ‘there were no
fords and tlles, just chieflains, cians and regional

o vt i o bt ity o M\M
all the rest

isaton o e barearane Lovinds. aommon

Now, the lords see that their powers do not match

mor course!
il never work,” Sasha said ﬁm\\y “Lord Aymhruf
Neysh tied itjust a fow years ago, brought a hundred
hire-swords from the lowiands and gocrss Nk
ulr of his “ancestral lands
from noar and fr. Klod e hie-awords and ook s
head. No man or woman of Lenayin will be anyone's
stk mightbe e lowlands vy bu ot here”
dng of the murder of Lord Aynsfar!” Jaryd
estons, oy sghast Hou can you. how can

u approve of that barbarity? They fied im down
and ok i mbs ane it ata e il
I heart the neck” Sasha

nempled, bamig 1o wak backvard on- the
st gras, acng . lso rear vt e was

2 only threats in return. Do
e oviands ways appeal 10 you, Jaryd? Would you
lie 1 inhert lands for your family? Alow minor lrds
0 levy the royal taxinstead of the king’

hen Lt much Vst bt | mean whats b
s customs work ver

e oviants ey work well- said Dar

No arm> Sasha added, increduously. “Woud
You like to be rued by a succession of lords, ladies

his even before we get to Baen-Tar royal
was a great enough feat to get ordinary Lenays fo
wear allegiance 1o one king in Baen-Tar, you'd add
all these ofher fools on top of that and expect them to
acceptit?”

“BuL..” Jaryd was fustered now. Sasha doubted
he'd ever been challenged to justiy his own privilege
before in his ife. ‘But the noble families already have
authority over their regions...”

“Horse sfi” said Sasha. “The nobles dorive their

m the king and from each other, and that's
only i hey pray to the lowtands gods and have loads

snd e smal tx b b provecal lords becuns
e the king's men, and because it occasionally
o some. Gons w1 rgalon et
and  bridges ar e lke. The rest o ram aro st
gt a2 for a5 th viagers

ars concemed, whiig for
611 robl od ofrs prtecaono is poopl ith

i

peasanis’ coin 1o murder and terrorise them,” Sasha
said firmiy,stil walking backward. i the Bacosh, the.
neither the weapons nor the skils to

and oyt oo s el oyl npose

e neaﬂy salied bar speech by vipping on
wneven ground, s
e o, wiporor oo alce.




favour to me, look about you on this ride. Talk to your
low-ranked men. Insist they be honest with you. I's not
only sad that you should misunderstand your own
ecpl. s dangeue
sssed the wooden bridge once more, the
et cam, 616 b them 2 fckerng tne of
camplires and shadowy acti
Ny Lords. said one of th Royal Guards as they
approached the main line of tents, drawing their
stlnion forvar. Riig fom e gtt of 8 large
campito vers s smalcster of wokresced Hody
2 Gasps. geaming in . roight
They slmﬂe iomars o st of wespoy and <ot
importa
5id you negotatons go we, Prince Damon?”
came the loud voice of Usyn Telgar. Some of hs men
fvgred with gy umoir Negoaion” i e
ver an hono
ot W eeksd o1 omoromice an covardcs. o

“Well enough,” Damon said. ‘Did you wish 1o raise
some matter with me?"

“Your sister” said another man, with great sarcasm,

Gosear

sed in the ravel

Too of oo noy shorraed i 3 e,

immed goatee. He'd been dinking, Sasha judged

‘They all had. *A message arived from Perys ust now.

apparenty she inficted great camage there in the

rame of pagan spirits! These claims are an insult

in the name of the devout House of Varan, |
Gomand an apoay”

“You'l get nothing,” Damon repiied. “My sister is not
responsible for the’ claims ofhers make. | suggest,
Master Farys Varan, that you do ot raise your voice.
Inherdrecton again

P Fans st wih o b of arger She
ceased o be a Verenthane princess when she loft
Baen Tat You have 10 ooty Gaim on hr honou:
Prince of Baen-Tar! These pagan lies dishonour the
names of brave Hadnyn warriors who die for the
honour of their gods! Do not defend her, sir! She
‘comes here upon our lands and she has the temenity
fo claim viclories over Verenthane warriors. afler
Iining foroes withbarbarian scum 1 clebrae i

feaths!

Vourtancs, Master Farys?” Damon replied, umy
furious. “We stand upon the lands of Taneryn. Do
i e

s gaze ran along the line of Hadryn fa
A1 oty ware of e iy b ol 2008

’g
g8
H
H
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uming a amitar st rhythm, if theyd put
Master Farys up 10 it. There were an increasing
number of amed men gathering beind fo watch.

oulburst. “We claim only the satisfacton of avenging
b !

or

claim more!” shouted Master Farys, stepping

fovard o st n o frge pes Dors

shoudor at Sasha...and Sasha

Peied man st Fans side g 8 g eaishos irmle
it the outburst. Farys's eyes were blazing, his

ushectred 1 demand an apoogy fom ths fase

long. s it now ou fate that we st sfer s sister's

Sasha srapped and abrpty iode orvard wih 2
hai shoder. Kesslgh grabbed e
arm, bt e smacked 1 away with et ot
Shining clear 1o draw hor bade 25 weapos g
clar n the i st i arund. Belere any o
move 1o strike, Sasha drow back her ai
the sword pointfrst into the turf before Master Lot
feet Aoz, staig at e g b
dawn, Master Farys,” Sasha i iy, 1

chalenge you'o defend you hor

For & long momens, Bors was ol he shudderng
s of i i and e appin of arrers. Tron
Farys laughed, high and sighty hysterical. "You
Cratonge 103 a1 Bisbesegh 1 et gt
a woman'”

“Then you are a coward!" Sasha snarled,



Farys tumed pure white, his newly drawn blade
rembling witin his hands. ' should stike you down
where you stand, whorel”

Wi e gt o o o back s fark?
Sasha said cor
sssisare o it smg e o

open and closed in Somlons fury. "No

it you ol accopt? Srveling, whinig,
bed-weting cowar

Farys's % ered eoth parted and he let out a
groat. shuddoring oar ya dd ot advrce, Sasta

the darting eyes of the Hadryn before her,

o Koseigh s coss o o back bl t e
ready. That alone woud make even the braves!,
angrest, drunkest warror think twice.

| accept” Farys bit out, hoarse with effort
“Tomorrow at dawn, the ies and myths of the Goeren-
vai princess diel”

“The silver-haired man at Farys's shoulder placed a
hand upon the younger man's arm,
weapon with a final ook of cold satisfaction. Farys's
rembling lowered and he thrust past his
companions toward the campiire. All aboul, there
‘came the sound of siding steel as blades retreated
il shea. e e of Hado by g back.
their departing expressions both angy

Sastar” Damon s3d cauioualy, slepping oward
o stand at her side as she retrieved her sword from
the tuf, and wiped dirt rom the end. “Sasha, what did

*I defended Krystoffs honou,” Sasha said shorty.
Her heart was beating hard, but not with the fevered
umping offoar o exclamen s was coder mors
calaating Damon st stred at e, greaty pa
e - Sas bon, wit ony ' ot
surpnse that he feared for her ife.
‘Sasha, that was Farys Varan, son of Udys Varan!
e, s ko by f 1o be one of el foes

“Fmgel m Kessigh sed gy tking  plco ot
yeing the retreating Hadryn wi
cmcmanan Fandes copse. Ks what heppens ater

T cok ot o v csplasure i i oo
‘She didn't care. When the fury caugh her ik this, she.
rarely did

=

‘Gamp that ight was an abandoned bam on the valley

floor. Sasha sat on a hay bae, her back o one comer

of the bars outer wal, where it would sheflr her from
n the grass nearby, there were mar

stars for a long, long time, thinking of peny s
oftoting i pericar Sieep soome fr 2

A ar shadow appioached sourdessly o e f,
from over by the barris mouth. There was just enough
gt for er o make out Kessighs amiiar oulne,
even wrapped in heavy cloal
onlo the hay bale at her side ot et For s
‘while they sat together, uman and uma, and gazed at
the.

s past time for my waich” Kessligh said then.
worit sleep,” Sasha repied. °| might as wel take
another watchif m o say aveake”
st way not to sleep is not o ty” Kessligh

remarked. “Meditate. | slept well enough during the
war in ful frowdge bt | wakd fight the next day.
fou should mar

"Frobaby” Someha. she st cout manage the
energy for one of their customary arguments of
technique and method.
‘Sasha," Kessligh said then, with the note of a man
about o begin something.

1 donit know what else | coud have done," Sast
St of, rad. Trrear s 2 be crawns s
land, respect is evenyting, ar
distéspect Is o inve_our enemies 1o emack =
Master Farys crossed the line. The

alowe 1o ik thl Laray enaries wi ot ﬂgh\
back, thenvise ey wil o 1 push and push
and s the land that does not agree
feiad Fioates vays wil i hamsohos coer

T teo: said Kossigh. Sasha e her heod
‘against the wooden bam wall and gazed at the dark



outline of his face. “I blame myself, in part. But the way
of the uman s ot the way of a parent. | cannot dictate

should
o opemn. 1o o . offonce & okt cause, ors
o n paicar Bt orrape e 50 mary
mmgs‘ itwas meant
e Founed. “That dosant sound e serin
ohiosophy Thatscus oot
Kosaion shrged. 1 am hman,afer a1 Bt then

our consciences, we fight the imitations and eventual
mortalty of our bodies. Al things happen by confict,
of one sort or anoter. The serrin have long

Tecognisod s fact. Onco, 1o 800, Doy fought
amongst themselves as we did. But then, having
accepted the inescapable realty of confict, they set
themsehves toward finding ways of iing with it and

He sighed, softy, and resettied his shouders
against the hard bam wal, secking better posture. ‘I
was avays goin o be rouble,Sasha. Coosing you

asha's eyes strained o make out his
croression. | Knew H e, and 1 Know 1 o B4t |
coud make no other choics. | knew the choice would

s ars ot shays ous o decide
“Renewal” Sasha murmured. “That's a Goerenyai

phiosoy

“Warlike cultres always believe in_renewal
Kesshghrephed “They have to.” And then, before she
coud respond...“Sasha, fm not happy that you chose
aTatt. | ympatiis wityour rosscrm, i o arsor
oo mporr o b kg yousel n sih 2 vey

ur role as uma, and important to me

rosorat

Hovere whats don i done. Ao 1 oow you
Sasha. You canmot you
Compteson. Even b ¢ e e s Farye Virn, yuu
foel

He ngms i Srongih and swengh s aays o,
when imperecty appiied. For svaalverd,
Srengh comes fom he appicaton e, Shodd he
application fail, you shall lose not only technique, but
strengh as well”
*I know,” Sasha murmured. *| know that. Tho edge
s fine, even aganst my opponets. in the Baerlyn
uamrg hall. AU my best, even the best of them is no.
‘against me. When | fight istracted, or without
mmmmm I come home black and blue. But...”
she took a deep, shuddering lunglul of cold ar,
ynu Jeow o, st aisincre emolon
for any long period. And now, as much as | hated
Fan atte U, and sl e him ..t i
o sustain. Thats a
“You hold the Hadyn responsible for Krystoffs
deat Kesslgh eminded e
. 1 o she mumured. Bt vas
it o i o by Far
ot of momony -5 et o . soor b e ion

room. Musical lessons—ine piccolo pipe, o less. A
graw, sontre man, oealrg st s o
Davning trepidation and teror. “They misinformed
im s 1 th size of e Ghartovan aiig pary They

Id charge in and be defeated by superior
rumbers. Once, | thought | coud kil every man in
Hadryn for that treachery. But now..." sm broke of,
nable 1o finish the sertence. A lumy in her

froat Fors moment. per was oy e Sonca ot
vast. cold ni

emape. | dont love him enough” Sasha
whispered. The piccolo pipe, falling to the floor.



Breaking. “He was my only true friend. He had faith in
e when 1 one ds would | craamed of deking
win Hadhn mea fo vengeance fr ma
aing these doupis, 1 Td iy o
K-ysmn R Fanys e o on s
Dreaning s sasy”sad Kesslgh g s b
It shouldnt sha said. ‘Not f you believe in
tro cause. St e ot e man. e oo
“How dd you do I Youe iked a0 man: How do
youdoit, and ot
L avays doubts  Kessigh eplie, it a cose as
Sasha had ever heard him come 1o a gentle fone.
When you canee o doub, you e st Bt e word
is as it is, Sasha. annot find peace without
ccepting that Pecp\e o and people il and even
we are al flawed people, we cannot achieve anyihing
good 1w slow o snaies 1 et . Wo s
Sunive, Sasha. You must survive. Now, by your own
eten st o s o yo sl

Sasha gozed st e mistupon o ke o s wlked
uard, six men of the Fal

Gt o b wsanerc o . iy Th casim
hills formed a dark, rugged line agains the pale sky.
High above, sunight caught distant wisps of cloud
and tumed them briliant yellow agaist the bive. The
grass beneath her boots was damp, a not-quite frost
Wt lay across o valley plain and gave the udded

' something 1o drink with their morning

Her honour guard were leading her toward the
bridge where the tachadar circle had been formed
pon the Halleryn side of the river. The town walls
close and the gathering by te siream was well
wiin arousial yet ol prosent were safe from
Taneryn archers. No Goeren-yai archer would ever
i he solrrity of such proceedings Along he
walks, Sasha could see the dark shapes of many men
gathered anywhere they could find
Hadnyn, it was plain, expected the Goorenyai
pincass o o 4o momig. AT ey varid e
Tanenyn'o see trappen rsrand an peror
She lolowed bt bonor Qurd acoes e idge

Yoins.Lorg, e it o0 cn e shouders
i, who marched with the siow,
aroga swagger of Gooranyal marheos. o rnd
clasped 1o the hit of each sword and threat in every
slep. The tree Verenhane soders waled i  ine
behind their comrades, with o less intimidating a
poshes o al el lack e swagges Tree of sach
Goerenyai and Verenthane together. R was a clear
and doant symbol Ko  doubL o Hadyn, e
Taneny onokers fom
B ot 3 sl dsance: elowed Damon
Kessligh, Jaryd, Lieutenant Reynan and the six Royal
Guardsmen Capiin Ty had remaned betind win
s troops, as atleast one senior offcer
o do. & was. uncar uhy Lievenart Reynen hed
come, except that his family connection o Lord Jaryd
gave fim some influence. Alone of the Tyree men, he
seemed vastly displeased by proceedings and wore
a scowl beneath his helm. Perhaps he hoped she
would lose,
Ahead, a party of Hadryn nobles had gathered

ther
rproachon On e fr k. st oy saders
were now gathering, their offcers atempting
theminio ortery e <038 otto presenmsanay n
iew of the walls of Halleryn. As S
Goser, hars cama some yols o e wals 1 0
tigt. Evcousgamen. Saahm ez, it she
did ot pay attention to the words. The uma of
Kossigh s gong 1o gt o o i onovabl
rouble Lord Krayliss had with
Kesshghs uma, T oty 6 o oo 0 1 e
soldiers of Taneryn.
Amwenng yells came back from the troops across
the river and suddeny the sil, sombre mori

as Kessligh' training had taught, her puise level and
controlled. Her eyes remained fixed on the gathering



ahead and the man in shiny, polished brown leathers
bencalh a flowing black cloak, standing upon the
edge of the circle with fis blade unsheathed, poirt-
down on the tur,

“The honour guard reached the circle's edge and
parted. Sasha ook her place, the toes of her boots on
the small stones that defined the rim, and the yeling
grew even louder. A hom blew from the wall o her
tightand than terscame the funddeg oo 3 ide

s many hundreds of Goeren-yai men
o ot o et namoer fom acmss ms
fiver. From across the circle, Master F:

ecached o s Sh ook deev ean ot
il moring air an sy e o
e pthaps oight o in dimeter,
with roor emug out the perimeter for at least
Viry men to stand shoulder 4 shouider. The sk
reied
i Farys's oak o s shxsders and g

{ Scabibarda Gooranyel wacion periomed by
this Vererthane soldier at his own insistence. He had
boen presert when ahe had sin rose o ot Poys,
Sasha knew. She drew the blade ciear, leaving the
Soldier with the scabbard, and stepped nto th circle

s, horns and drumbeats faded, then ceased
‘completely. Once again, silence rued the valey. That
abrupt transition gave Sasha a worse chll than the
last, and her breathing treatened (o quicken as her
heart s cus, she reprimanded
hersef, testing the feel of the biade in one, thin-gloved
hand. Do not think. Be.

Behind and in front, men of both parties moved
about the circe, finding space for a clear vantage.
One of them, in flowing black robes, stepped into the
circle and waked o the cenre. A priest, Sasha
registered. Of course the armies of Hadryn woud
bring their holy men with them. Reaching the cenire,
he produced a small book and began reading

side of the circle, men bowed
their heads in prayer. Some of the southern side did
also.

“The priest completed his incantation and holy signs
were made upon heart and lips. The silver-faired man
Who had taken Farys's cloak met her gaze by chance
and smied a smug, contempiuous litle smile. These
the men who killed Krystoff. The hatred flared, a
fising sea of molen fire. Focus, she forced herself
fort Anger can work for you. Don't drown init.

“Child, do not be foolishi” the priest whispered in
Porsh e o5 an ang'y T spresd sruss b
circle's northern side. “You must make your pe:
winre ods. e Yo aers smor
met his stare with an intensity that made the

sroste ejes widen, And he blessed rimsef i
recallng reflex. “Why?" she asked him. | worit be the
one meemg bem i

The priest blessed her huriedly as she remained
standing, then departed in haste. The siler-haired

Cronenvert presumes to wiekd the autry o 3
! 2 man she thinks herself (o be, then et her be
treated as onel”

The silver-haired man glared proudly across all
gathered. Then, with a spiteful, inal stare at Sasha,
he tued and departed. Farys advanced, proud in his
Siide, broad  shouders set. Imparing upon. the



occasion all the honour and dignity he could muster
for the ritual slaying of an impetuous gi. But

o e same. for o puposoe of s nesters
who had surely put him up 10 it Kill the Goeren-
princess, Disre e haled Kessigh Cronenverdt.
‘Show the pagan fools the sum total of altheir hopes
and prophecies. And show to all Lenayin that the tales.
of sertin martial prowess were nothing more than
supersiiious fable e the way for the holy war

o come.
Sasha found that she could not move. Her booted
feet remained anchored, her previous cam siipping
as the blood began to pound in her ears. She woud
Kl this man o it her purposes. He was ignorant. He
did not know what he faced. Suddenly, she saw
o b ot 8 hated ortemar & pacer o e
and bigotry, but just a man, the sar
T e s ot mors iy boddee
He seemed to have perhaps thirty summers, and so

umoncss, Ablsck.absnconpassig el e had
fed e senics 0 be grand, o o fsics o e
ot gaping void i e oper
o g Kot To o vy o o s o
feewhon o et hr, gt at o o
or hugged her and made her foel warm and loved a
0 o s I rt g1y, ommal word e ever mace
er feel
Th frral ha alled mserably (0 o any of vt
She had co r grief and despair that
vy was o and vt o she koow ves
worth keeping. She had smashed tings and atacked
Porindrs: Tosed t o dayson nd. Tt day
the funeral, even more than the day she had
med of KiystofTs death, she had tuy become an
irbetever Al of el ndes, a e ceromony, ol
fancy.

strict and formal habits...it was all a grea, stupid
fraud. She'd always suspected it. That day, she'd had
proof.
Sometting now drew her gaze down to both lihty
gloved hands, grasped in a tight, unthinking grip
about the hit of her sword. Sirong hands, calloused in
all the right places. She'd worked hard and gleefully
on those callouses when Kessigh had first brought
herto Baeryn. Her hands then had been the hands of
a itlo giri—soft and pale. Kessigh had given her the
‘a warror and she loved him
for that. But for al his lessons, his relentess raining,
high standards and cryptic wisdom, the lore of the

strength they required for the task at hand. The Nasi-
Keth were an idea to her. A wonderfu idea, ful of
promise and the prospect of a brighter futur for al.
But that idea remained in the fuure, beyond the reach
of o resent

Per prsark..she ok  deep,cod brst a8
it cama o sy, 70w h g o o
Tevaaton Lt rasent v baon soen fom o4
Cranc befrs to frslaceof s ok creaking house

near the training hall—tales of great deeds and heroic:
Vartiors, of pide an honou. and ab o g i
ade fe worh g Herprosertvas an overi at

the Steltsyn Star with music and dance,
o lavgnng 20 hre et v ey e 1t
prosent was_ e adiion of e iakering. be s
Scolding of the women, the worship of the Spirits that
dwelled in al ling things and that overpowering,
imeless bond with the natural wor

Those things had been her present since the time
she had amved fom BaenTar Lost and
disconnected from the world, the wisdom and humour
of the Goeren-yai had come o make her feel whole
again. They had reassured her that lfe was indeed a
great and noble thing, and well worth treating
Kessiigh had given her the hands of a warrior and the
mind of a thinker..yet it was the Goeron-yai who had
eit the fire in her heart. She took another deep
breath, shouiders heaving, poised vilhin the tachadar
circle with a serrin blade In her hands. The confusion
lited and suddenlyallwas clear. She was Goeren-yai.

le.

She moved forward, barely aware that they were



her steps, like paws upon the wet, moming grass. He

vision seemed fo bum umaturaly sharp and she
okt amos cout o brstes o Fans brad e
She his before, but the

oaranye 10 prachess s e o o on a5 ore

recious as she had imagined. k was meroly
her u, that was all, and the surge of ancien fury it a
firein
Her bl moved 0 e taring pose i barel &
thought. posts h 8 mode of musoer
peﬂenmn e oot Spread to shoulder width, the
Kness sl bo, porsod with a coled, moorioss
r. Her grip on the sword had never felt so firn
and secure, Her breathing came cam and
impossibly, deadeningly slow. Her heart barely

Slashing for her neck. & seemed only natural that her
own posture should shiftin tum, a foot siding back as
the hands came up, an infersection of steel at the
shoulders, a brace of perfect power through ams,
back and legs. Farys's biade deflected efforlessly by,
glancing from her swinging edge like a skate on ice
She couid perhaps have finished it then with hs guard
exposed in the folow-through, the commonest form of
death for reguar fighters against the svaalverd. ..yet

perfection was lacking and the feet couid not quite
position or the stroke the hands desired.

time,
someone had thought to coach him what not to do.
‘Sasha refreated, a step to each stroke as their facing
shifted, courtering one, and another, and then another
ina clever, ﬂeclptwe Somtinaion fat swng at e
last momont o an wrexpecid. fighquarer sash
o erued. saceenng, S s be
simpest, most beaultd wng in the world to shift her
tching the relreating foot to

oot and rotaing tat defence o 3 fast. ofersive

.
only with a desperate, d
o e, ot i o oo fled o aneion.
and so she swung (o that side instead. His frantc
pary barely made 1 me,an s balare rotat o
as he st
e opered e way for the most exquisite shift
of balance to her forward pivot foot, as the blade
circled to_his low, right quarter and siashed him
cleanly open from right ip o lot shouider.
back, slowly collapsing as s eyes
stared in disbelief. Bood spurted in a horid flood,

rhing vest and kg, a crumpled in a
motiorless heap on the grass. Sasha held that
poshrs bads held Ilgh in final flourish, arm perfectly
extended from the shouider, feot at the precise

eshon nd ango. e o ok boauts thrs ne
Pod ever done. e ki scke So
he gazed up at the letha, gleaming edge,

o voodoss wi e spect i er suve. and
sl o he own magnfosnce

rifed gasp,ces and e ol for e
Hacty sumounding o wae oty ity v, Of
Sudden roar from the Halleryn wals, beyond the o
e vl lowed Fansi o, oven s w0 Excpt
hat suddenly,there was a sound of rumy
G own bockand g el oo o e

A desperate yell came from the perimeter' friendly
side and she spun, aware orly of an onrushing thvea,
her blade siashing o meet it..and struck the knifo
from midair, sending it spinring into the nearby turf.
Tre trowsr el wgs feled @ momet st
clutching another knife in s neck, and then
are v o ol on b e n < Ry o
ciopping coaks ad flashing blades.

1o find her target, Kessigh
s voste v Aropping ono oreuing man wih

im down as a

sion, slashed from her
Lot Saaha dicked. b roady ot body was faling
cut down by Jaryd, his eyes wide with fury. Then, as



abruptly as it had begun, it all stopped. An entire line
of Hadryn lords and men, behind the two Kessligh had
fello, wero row al waverg, sarg wi feart.
rious stares at Kessligh. Faicon and Royal
ke o closed at Sosha's Sides, weapons eacy
and eager.
“Horourhas boen satsied Kessigh ok tem al
His voice was har
inmany a uammg oo g est o oo e
your losses and leave. Be thankful | ignore the
cowardly knife and do ot challenge each of you to
mortal combat, one at a time, for your complicity”
Sasha had never seen any array of faces more
furious, and more hatefu, than those of the Hadyn
lords _confronting them. ' Nor, st
scared. They drew back, gathering the bodies of their
fallen as they went. Sasha looked over her left
shouider o o Jand il stood above e bodyof
the man b’ Kl It was 3 long vy back b0 hve
been a Hadryn man...and she realised with shock
tat dead ranwas s Facon Guard
quardsman knelt to remove the fallen

bloody, breath coming in great gasps. The kneeling
guardsman stared up in isbelief.
“What did you do? he

creeping to the porme of his sword.
"No.""said_another, stopping forward. I saw it

Sasha stared at Jaryd. Reynan Pelyn had been

brother to Lord Tymeth Pelyn, from one of the most
powerful noble families of Tyree.

1d thought his manner odd last right and this

someting abou hat brat uing e
reer ked you WLady | Fought he vas ity Jusl
makmg pel wary, but | never thought he'd
a3 guardaman—a. Verenthane
Unbeftegof s Tyrse man o  Verrtane. Ho gt
what he des

SEo et vriety Farys has moro honour” s

renyai comvade agreed. *At least he gave his
cnsuenge lorerface rtrer ba

They o rom me g \eavmg their former
eutenant alone on the gazing sightiessly at
. aroy o sk Seshs o1 epircadod 2
e, someto, tar poses o bnger qule 0
perfect,all colours and sounds no lor

oo saved my e she sl o Jana, deerminedy
focused on keeping her balance as they waked
She'd seen an honour duel once before where the
victors legs had folded beneath him in the midst of
his ictory celebration. Now, st

I woukd have done $o even were you my enemy.
Jaryd red. His normally confidert, carefree
expression was darkened with fury. “Some things.
cannot be lolerated, even from family alies.

“Even so,” Sasha added, determined o give futher

y
wero._ploting, damn thom. Now there'l be Lot's
ransom o pay

from the Halleryn walls_continued,

Saling her a5 passonaiely a5 ey evr salded
a i et syes splled and ran sown

She plced the suad down and hld b ams

aloft, paims outward, lowty,

requesting silence. S\M)a e ko docinod At

then, inally, the morning sil retumod. An eerio, unreal

st flr o it boen Sashe pressad bon
pams togetrer befoo her orhea

e espect. Such mphals wes not

th it neededthad costfar oo muh alsedy

ialleryrs main_gate,

anmux:llg Pl departure. The royal party




waited and the Hadryn moved their bodies to the
stream, where someone had brough a rat (o save
them the humiliation of the long walk back. Upon the
far bank, Hadryn soldiers milled in shock and anger.
Even at a glance, Sasha coud see much
gesticuation, rude hand gestures and raised voices.
She hoped that the Falcon Guard, back at their camp,
were prepared for any evertualty.
Then, from the main gate, a grand,
et aotrod ore o ost and red o o

ol tovars bom. Two more ides farked Dol
leader, Tanenn banners _flying, Sasha

Tecoghsed Low Krohes asida v laoing hose,
tiding square-shoudered and proud as his men
watched on from their walltop positions.
“The riders left the road and approached across the
grass, hatiing before the royal party. Krayiss swung
i s

agein, moro doepl. 10 Kessligh ai Damorts fignt
hand. He had watched proceedings from the wall it
s oy lear.Sasta wis oy a il suprised whén
jaze then swung and ixe
5% Krayiss St loward v, a rand upon the

unexpected. It
brought her no joy, and even less when Krayiss lited
e g2z andbehek e fomhat osion,Ters was
calculation n s eyes. This was a display for his men.
Acodcrac roplced hegeraralnasse i nihe ot
mach, This just got worse and wor

Princess Sastandiar he anounced, in a lou
ne. That bass voice would surel

The Symich sy . Yo s e one o s
rgive my short-sightedines

o rot e s qudarce” S S soty 1
have not been chosen for ar

conceds b be auporty i r— Kraise
announced, ignoring her statement enirely. °I shal
e o ot o e e BT wher | shll
avail the udgmen o e king on i dispus! The
ing shall remain behind, and see that
o Haulyn oro osconed fom th lands of Tanery!
They state that their quarre is with me alone, not with

the
ensure all faimess and impartalty upon my tial
b e g, nd Pt ahe shal et e
good people of Taneryn are not made at
anyone's hand! | ask the Princess of Conayin, doss

Sasha took a deep breath. The lake beyond the
Halleryn wals was serenely beautifl as yelow fushed
the eastem sky atop the hils. Above, the looming
presence of Mount Halleryn looked down. The chill air
smelled sharp and fresh.

“I give my word," she said with as firm a voice as
she could muster. Whatever Krayfiss's inertions, she.
knew tat she had o choic. To end i bers, 1o
separate the waring sms before the bloodshed
coud escalate mLD terible proportions...surely it was
ot et word? What was o siple o gaiat e
st emerods? Perhaps thousa

ye she knew with dread oenavw as Krayiss.
roapos ho v I s and poced 10 o ot
that word would cost her. In Lenayin, the price of

ur was never slight.
Krayliss regained his feet and tumed to Damon and
Kessigh I shall make preparatons to. ride

immediately. What are your plans?
*I shall await the arival of further forces,” Damon
‘announced. “They shoud artive shortly. That il free.
elf and a suitable escort 1o fide with you back to
BaerTar At inesing yur deparrs, e e
remain on Taneryn lands.
e myn\ forces wil supenvc el dopariae. Maser
Jaryd and Capiain Tyrun of the Faloon Guard shall
e et oot
copiable,”  Krayliss said shory. “Yuan
Kessuw-
My uma and | shaatnd Ratyna n Bsen T
said Konsigh Fies, we sholl ratin 10 Booriyn |




expecting animportant isitor."
Sasha shot Kessigh a look. It was the fist she'd
heard of any visior. She didnt iike the sound of that at

al.
I have your uma's word, Yuan Kessigh Krayliss
rumbled_ warmingly. ‘I expect her presence at my
hearing.”
“And you shall have it, Lord Krayfss." Kessigh
repiied. “She shall be at Baen-Tar before the
beginring of Rathynal. i shall bo understood by al that
o hearing shoud begin before her arrival. On that,
vou have my word.



Seven

Soev sTRODE QUICKLY down the stone corridor o the
kg’ chamers, b mald Anjs at e side ‘On |
she

hope worred, brushing hastly at her
Y oy i gl
Ta lowk Homes: s

diplom: o o 2 b fom
o pocks i Sot 68 g onouh o ot
o pull the brush through quickly. & caught several

Soly fretted, its been doing that a lot
lately, hasritit?”

Not at all, Highness. You have the loveliest hair in
Baon-Tar,butifs no wonder you get angles when you
never siow down.”

*Slow down?” Sofy exciaimed. “Alythia's wedding is
fos an a morh auey. Ralnalwibe or shorty

his enourage wil be
amvmg i demar\dmg entriainment decoraive
quarters—and gods forbid anyone Shoud find
themsehves bored or in disagreement with my
program...oh hels, how did | end up with so many
responsibiities?”

Anyse fought back a smile. “You volunteered.” she
sald succincty.

Soty gased at per in despaic. 1 ci, diant 12
Heavrs Imsucha

Nonsense, ynu‘m simply 100 Kinheard and
misungamﬁoryourwmgwd thats at

s v o.Mt wih a nand, ten
 Ayso byt am an pued rer on down
oo bt Fterwomts o Femape e
2bi 1o et ou of 1 sbon, en 1 can get back 1o
rehearsal...oh! Could you rush back and tell Athia Ml

be late? She insists she needs my help

her wedding shawl...my fingers will be raw 10 the
bone from neadlework at the end of ths, fm sure of
it

i tell her, Highness,” Anyse reassured her. “And
n for the banquet tonight? Shall you leave,
some time for a fiting?”

Oh dratt” Sofy said crossly, drawing an amused
looked from a tall Royal Guardsman as he stood at
attention. I knew Id forgotten something...Jook, coud
you just armange the green-and-biue one vith the cur
patter? d thought since it s a foreign reception and
green and biue is ot o far from Lenay purple and

th,
n days since she'd last seen her

Porth with tha prize fool Lord Krayiss, they said, and
now, a foreign delegation had arrived. She had far too
much on her plate [0 be concemed about the issues
that troubled the familys merfok, but mesting her
father was never a lighthearted affa

Anyse adjusted tho silvor Verenthane star against
her princess's chest. There. Your Highness is looking
forward to M'Lady Sashandra's visit for Rathynal?"

Sofy grinned at her and spun a pirouetie. “Sasha's
coming o stay!” she sang happily. | hope she stays
week! No, | hope she stays a yearl Maybe fl.." and

she slapped a hand to her mouth, horrifid. “Oh o,
where are my wits? fm ate alreadyl"

She readjusted her hair and dress in a hurry, with
Anyse's mirtiul help. Took another deep breath,
made a face at Anyse when the older woman could
barely refrain from laughing at her overexciteab)
charge, and pushed through the ide white doors.

d or piion, a grand,
rectangular room of dark stone and decorative wall
Yergings. Upon tre vide capt iood mary ma
sipping from glasse: immersed in
o eaton a5 rusisans plaved e reed ppe and



gitar in one comer. Sofy blinked in astonishment—
many of them were clearly ot Lenay men, for no
Lenay man, Goerenyai or Vererthane, wouid have
been caught dead in the oulis they were wearing
Their boots were high and polished, their leggings
g and e eaced urlcs were ited igh abot
the tor pufily at the shouiders. Cuffs
aneloped eir s gt o movicerad
white lace, offsatting the predominance of darker,
ficher colours. Many men had curs in their hair and
the int of perfume scented the air, sironger than
Solys own. They slood in conversation with various
palace officials and some officers.

Then she saw Koeny, exaing bt fom one
conversation and striding to her side. His calm
expression darkened (0 a ot wbon v o
seo. "Where have heir of
Lenayin oty ede botervas a broad. sl man,
with none of the lean elegance of hs foreign guests.

boen the way of Lenay men o preen and pranco like
et B

“What do you mean ‘where have | beor1?" Sofy
o Vs vouayidea oWy a7

Pracsng _ceromones, ot cmbroderng
costumes does ot constite busy”  Koer
Sraveres, presantng i g & 1 et 0 ke,
Sofydid so, quickly eplacing a scow of imiation with
a fiendly smie for the guesis. Koonyg walked hor to
o adgo of he carpet and al tho men stopped talking
10 look at her. Something in the foreigners’ eyes
made her uncomloriable. Not that heir gaze was rude
ey vere arto uredand dignfed o b
itwas...judgmental, somet

Koeryg smpped and, 1 Salys suprise, al the
o g 2 o of ot s, Sy
smiad, bocayss i was kv and very gir
et 1> b s, v i s snange, foreign
cusioms. She.cutsied. And
ncomtoabl, heror: h wol racised cha of
er smile.

“Sister” said Koenyg, with polte formali, ‘please
allow me to inroduce Duke Stefhan of the Bacosh

proes e mostof b Bacoshsooks e Lamsen
fongue, or were influenced by their culure
oo mameros wars st e Sadhen Bacoon

o caphwed o el cass st vt it
om0 of v, ad hr biood ancod e st
Dul s my youngest sister, the.
Princess smyL naym " Sofy xtondad nor hand a
the duke took it lighty. He wore more rings than Sofy
even owned, let alone
oty chamed” sad e duke wit o stange
nt that was tself rather charmi
e rant o e ios The o roaa goam and dork
hair in curts down to his shoulders. A handsome man,
with a funny

than ail the taies | My
companion Master Piet s a skilld bard, | must have
of your

beauy al brough Larosa and al across te great
Bacosh lands
deed said arctbor man—Maste
oomos. Yo sot mo an sasy sk, my Duko. Baors
sucn  beauty, words and song cannot but leap to my
i

Against all her better judgment, Sofy found herself
blushing. ‘My Duke, Master, you fatier me.”

dike's eyes widened. “Flatter? No, o, Your
Highness, you must not think sol” The accert, Sofy
though, really was very rice. All the sounds were soft
and all the hard Lenay vowels seemed to flow
together with velvet ease. “I have found, in my travels
through your beauifl kingdom, that all the mourtain
women are ful of vigour Perhaps it is the mountain
air, or the wonderful water. But you, my Princess, you
e a rosy low o your ek, ad  geam n your
eye, that is unsurpassed. Unsurpassed. And | would



‘be honoured if you would accompany me to the dinner
night”

Sy ik a0 pokadat Koo T oo
her,to welcome the amval o
e e dobgaton e Lo Ty 120 &
fo Ratnal e Groa moeting of Leny cars. A
Koenyg warled her o be the duke's escort? Well that
was hardly suprising—she was the one who usually
got stuck with tat kind of thing. The one who actually
iikod taking to strango oreigners, or anyono, or hat
matter.

“Would that inferfere so teribly with your busy
plasT” Koeryg asked ha Men aghed i r el
fouch of dry Irony—a br asperaon, Wi
fominine obsessions. Espema“y amsing fom
rogratc Koaryg

“Of course notl” Sofy retorted and favoured the
ko i s, Porep it 0 50 o aflr

all. The duke seemed nice and lowlanders certainly
tew how 1o outshine Lenay men with cham.
Besides which, there were so many beauiful crafts,
songo nd paintings shed sesn from o Bacosh
inces; surely the duke was a cultred man and
oy cotd b o1 soh ings Sty o . ars
o i eso..and a6 for Sast's ks sboud o
inlyvas _prone o
Crnaneraton ‘lwo bsderged o accompany you
o the banquet oright, Duke Stefhan.”s!

Sich & el 15 more tan | doserver reped the
dike with a sincere smile. “Please, alow me
introduce the men of my comparionshp.

Of couse, bt vk be love..- Bekre bor

i loave her with the duke,
oo auicky whepored. "Whora s father? 1d hough
he wouid be here?”

e s et Koeyg soid vately. el bo
atthe b

“Vieiing wih who?” Saly wondered, as he Duke
led her firstto Master Piet, who aiso kissed her hand.

soneraboran e Sasra e s o ke
\nd, as much as she erjoyed the fla
Loross men 1 was a o amng 1o be
condoscondingh Not oy ke 5 o1t ot e & ohi.
stlet them try and do that to Sashal

Lord?" The squire hovered at Usyri's elbow. "My
il please come inside. Youll catch cold. Breakfast
will be ready soon.
Lord Usyn Telgar stood atop a rocky vanta
e Hemar Pase. and walched e 18t o of dau
break over the Anyn Valey. A days ride north from
Halleryn. A day's humiliation. He stood in nothing but
his loose parts, boots and undershir, wra
ooy dos. s bsathFosld bokore I s, and
ihese first, low mountains of

o Rargo bogan 151 o Shon cimb
et ok Sope- ot wecomed h cor vt o
pain and, through

butof ate it was the only icory Famiy Telgar had
all me when breakfast s propared.” Usyn told the
squire.

Lo+ Usyn umed 2 ool bue-yod

s fo cooking vatr o choppad dead wood
from the straga!

"The down wee S0 beauifa /3o of goden 1t
pon the rugged horizon, fading
Urough s shades of i and hen bl e hlgher
Sky. Above, the brighter stars yet shone, glorious in
their final moments. Yet the young Lord of Hadryn felt
0 pleasure in the coming of such wondrous fght. The
gods mocked him with their grandeus. He had failed,
and yet the sun st rose, as if all were right with the
world. The gods were infalible. His Verenthane star
felt heavy upon his chest. For the first tme in his Ife,
he doubted his right to wear it

retumed a short while later ith news of

breakfast and Usyn tumed back toward his tent.
Within, Udys Varan sat on a fent stool, hands



wrapped about a hot mug of tea, and stared into the
central fire. Smoke thickened the  air, escaping
hrough a smal hole above the certre pole. Several
other lords also sat, drinking tea or eating the first
strps of bacon that the servant provided. Usyn took
his place, received his piate from the squire without a

rooded.
rom across the fire, Udys Varan looked up. His
hair gleamed white in the fielight, his eyes cokd
Usyris aors wisest comparion and corfidart n
tes of war and pavsc And e most pover
kA it v s i s e £ i,
young Telgar?
Treo vas o ol o dar sarcasm o e o
campaigner's voice. ‘accusation. Of
disrespect. Usyn s‘mgg\ad "o koep & chack on e
fomper that seethed in his gut. | am Great Lord, o
Udys e sald coldy My ago is rono of

w You fai to answer the question,” Udys replied

e you a plan? Or do you intend to atiend the
kmg‘s greal Rathynal as though nothing has
happened, ke a whipped dog with s tail between ts
legs?"

s not my fault your son was Killed,” Usyn bit out. 1
recal it was your idea to chalenge the Cronenverdt
bitchin the first place.

My son’ Udys said with blazing eyes and
hardening tone, ‘is but a sign of our predicament! |
v ot oy for my son, yourg Lord f Hady, |
grieve for Hadrynitse

xS pot my i Usyn shouted, rising from his
stool. ‘e of you predicted that Lord Krayiss
ous cant Mot opan v re's more o
svore o me hatbo woud o e doant

“tis ourfaul replied, also rising. "We shoud

e koot han s ot i e youto go
charging into Tanerynto avenge your:

Enosgh’” shoved Yian Hory, g 85 vl -
was @ big. videaced man. Lord f the no
forress yn, directly on the Cherrovar
orser e biokonng. aral acuev.notig. Ny
Lord, please sit. Yuan Udys, please. You have lost
your son, yet Lord Usyn has lost his father. Any more

we shal star kiling oursehves, and that
shall only make our enemies laugh il he harder!”

oy Unatood o  momen, e s aper
desiring escape, yet o converiert target
Dvesemeu itsel. Family Varan were one of Hadryn's
ind wealtiest. They had many claims (o the
Great Loy of i v . poon bood
feuds In the past between Togars and Varars..al
buried now, ity o
Verantong bt Unyn was. yours, yﬂ
Know bt s Varn e many s amonge
the other Hadryn nobles. Given his char
Vo ke e move. . dlim Lodn Gremt
vt o Himset
took a deep, shaking blea!h Then he sat,
tghing & keep Hs_brabing even THs. was
irtlrable, Nover i al I He had he e 50 1apped,
0 fumiteed, 0. sk He wes Great Lord of
oment when
e et e wouksbe e Bt o ke e ot e

this
Breakiast was ealen in merciful sience. The
coming sunight coloured the walls of the tent

most likely our grandsons and great-grandsons as
ek The Udan o i ispiraion,and cr ever:
The Udal

ending shame. tayn wed us for a
century, hidden in their vally. WS im0 bo o
greatest of the northem powers and yet we have

falled 1o destoy o Tt va.ue invtes others to
tack us inthe Udalyris nam
s was our best thance. Yaan Hend said
sombrot; The deanof our o gave s ighs under
the crown law. & is the first time we ha
chance (o get that bastard Krayiss's head on a pike.
Now, he's run cowering to the king for protection.” He



shrugged, always pragmatic. Yuan Heryd had that
reputation. “We tied. Al least he may lose some.
crwcbiy ronget s oun peopl. Ko s beltied
we achieved at least that much...and wi
Knows? The k' ow ey 596 s o on 4 ke
%

et

“The satisfaction shallnot be quite the same.” Usyn
said icily. X was dificul to speak of such things so
calmly as Yuan Heryd. But his father had respected

would ty, whatey
Somatmes | vorder wheier o sppot o the
croun i 1 wort &1 he ot g
Nou Lot said Yoan aran, baing orvard on
his stool, with meaning, “disabuse yourself of such
rotions. There are only three provinces of Lenayin that
follow the true, chosen path of Verenthane. The other
eight are weak; their Vererthane nobilty lacks the.
courage o whip their local pagans info shape. In
those eigh, the pagans remain a majority. We cannot
con)ram on our ou. We o) e trough re
kg o he g, Pough fawsd, s a e Vrsniane.
npleasant compromises of power,
young Lord Nour father now e you houd leam
also.”

“That wonderfu king,” Usyn said sarcastically, ias
spent the betler part of my Ife galivanting with
pagans ard serindemons fom Saashen:

The betrpart o your e,y agreed
have barey intean sunmers. my Lord e eyebhnk
o the passage of power. For & momert, o Kng

credit for great victories against Markield, and the
kg, el n omers. sy blleed vt e
Nasi-Keth

your dear sister Wyna, my Lord—is the Lenay queen-
Imualing and s asady boms us o e o
the Vererihane throne. The king now reads
omens, most sspecialyin he birh o W hifs son
and fvours th rrthonce s

*Soon, the war shall come and we shall march to
he Bacosh to reclaim the holy ands from the sertin
demors. The Verenthane gods shal become sirong
as they have never been strong before, ar ir
storgh,ous stalincrease. We shll “enghen tes

lowands coxsins i th Laross and th oo

Bacos, ot ey ae 10 ones w vl know how a
paeonshoia oo roaied. Toay - pot soms
backbone into our southem Verenthanes, at st

*Soon, young Lord, there shall be none but

patience, my Lord. | may not lve to see that day. Even
yourmay not. But it il come, and our everiasting glory
shall be all he greaterfor our|

ouspesk e wors, San Utys: sld Usyn ‘Bt
our concens are more immediate. You tell me that
ne Taneryn probem wilremai for genratons, but |
cannot now assaull Taneryn with Lord Krayiss under
th i’ prtecion o o Kigs aw ortic i Wrat
is the central rle from Baen-Tar ruy worth o s f it
does not alow us 1o deal firmly with that which
threatens us?

"My Lord,” said Varan, shaking his head with
impatience, you did not isten. Tanerynis it enough
problem. They are poor, and weak, and led by fools.
They trade ltte, grow poor crops and gain iitle in

thand pover.

e e provem, myLor,are e e Aslong
w them 1o resist us, we invite al our
enomies to atack us. And e harcs o fnaly ond
this problem
Uy stared thim.About e campire, amendid.
Usyn founsd. But e kg law provert
attacking the Udalyn just as It prever
attacking the Taneryn without just...”
a6 U Wy T comn v
Soros & Nreied years ago. K
Tecogpied ‘v boundaes vomween rodnse a5
immutable, and a lord's ights within those boundaries
as sacrosanct. The king's historical protection of the
Ul Valey is an understanding, my Lord, ot &
v 5 verbel siorstaeing bewecn King Chaysen,




Soros's son, and the pagans. I is nowhere in the
witings, and had |'a copy of the document here
blor e, lood show

s roled i eyes n sasporaton
it oot mer? P

pies
borders and the Udalyn aways summon help! We
shall have yet another royal army descending upon
our heads bofore we can breach the Udalyn's wall
Angifthyvap us i o vl wo are et

7 said Udys, very intently. His eyes drew
el conspraoraySome ol Foral fves

Yet he knows that the war shall be unpopuiar amongst
the pagars. Ho noocs us,my Lo, and o i also
needs us. There shall be no war without our Support or

e e hoy lands n e Bacosh shal reman
occupied by the serin demons and there shal be no
seglarcs i e reet pous of o uned

Kclnyg I8 okt e ks s et
favour o noods s o6 much. e has made 1 K

et b il ot siop us o o st et expicity
forbidden by the king's witten.

s sl viten e st Usyn felt hope
flare, hot and bright. A hope for success. A hope for
glory. For the ise {0 the Great Lordship of Hadryn that

9 s ceamed of.A chr & be worty of
e gret depare

Uiy s o ook Lpen s brd's faco and gavea
S, hrd . Ho kw "My Lora” e said ety

I pray of you. Let us remove this weeping
the honour o Hadryn once and for all”

=

‘Sasha sat on her chair in the Stelisyn Star, a mug of
ale in her hand, and gazed at the blazing coals of the
central firepit. About her, the merriment of mealime
continued with music and laughter. She had recited
her teling of the ride 1o Halleryn, which had been met

welching e ppeof e and range across the

and wat
surtace of coa

Soon, Toran dragged a chairand s beside her,
with a head toss to keep his long red hair clear of the
chair back. So Kessligh's got a isitor?” he said. His
fone suggested he'd had several ales already...but
Toriyan was one man Sasha know could hold his
ook

nodded, taking an absent sip. It was her fist,
and oy .ol g gt Kessn ont e por
drinking the stuffat al, but she liked o be saciable.
more than sho ked the taste, i truth

Aiden" Sasha repiied, somewhat
sour. o rode all the way from Petrodor, just to talk

foKessigh”

*About what, o you know?"

Sasha shrugged. “Nasi-Keth business, | guess. |
was booted ot of the house before I could hear.”

“Coud you be a litle more erthusiastic?” Teriyan
suggested, taking another pull at his al. be

Cheer p, kid, you ook iike Lynie did when her pet rat
died”

Lynie had a pet rat?”

She dd e h dog al I, She reary k.ued te

poor mut, never seen a

Sasha gimed, well able to \magms ot e o
teamed up with you and your horses, hasnit

looked ata rat since.”

“I think its a Goeren-yai thing," said Sasha. From
the other side of the room, there came a roar of
tergh-—same ofthe men vers iy a game i

ing boar night, ar

another mood, she. m\gmmw ,gmame
o 5P, s koved it vhen sh'd s co
aertyn. ro sninals here. Kessigh had
s o asey mars wih . gt fom e
Kings sablos, and her new o meart being around
them all day. Every moming when she'd awoken
it e mber wals of her ew fome e forses
were waiting for her. And there were the dogs, the two.



cows, birds in the trees, deer in the woods, the
cccsions st g and smal et and wohes
howing at the mo
[ —— Kessiontud
There

o bee pracios horses and kmpotaet Ssherd

also been Kessigh's iraining. She'd
o e b o 2t vt o e o g

 own or with Kessligh and Kiystoffn the privacy
of the empty stables in Baen-Tar. But Kessiigh's new
routines were far advanced than the litte

exercises hed suggested in BaenTar. These
included painful stretches every moring and evering,
ong runs up the hill behind the ranch, and endless,
tedious sessions of repeating the same, basic swing

ain.

Soon enough, the it loud-mouth brat princess
had begun whining and complaining about her aching
Shoulders, her bistered hands and the sheer, mind-
rumbing boredom of not geting to do any real
fighting. And shed been tired all the time, and

basic forms unil they
became as second-nalure as walking and breathing
But her tantrums had grown worse, especially in the

princess again. She'd wear dresses, leam manners
e etuste, and pracise resdewor inssad of
Svaahverd. There'd be no more pain,
areeosan welhes, v ore s, sl v
blsters. But there'd also be no more horses, no more
wide open spaces, no more fiding on the forest ledge
along the llside

5
£

waterhole beneath the litle fals on a wam summers
day. No more cracking log fires in the everings, and
the cabin hed wih the sueet amed of by od
pine. a book of serrin poetry on her lap as she siowly
evaveled he etk an duscnpe mesnngs
of the Saalsi or
had been her last great tanrum. Oh, she'd had
more minor ones since—far (00 many 1o count, in fact.
But she'd stretched, and run, and done push-ups and
situps unil her ams, legs and stomach ached all
over, and she wouid stagger about the stables fike a
cripple.
Then ane day in micuiter wih e srows piled
1igh o e grou ar th tses o glamig it
ictles, Kosshgh had taker or down s
<pocia occason. 1 had boen Mdwiners | ny or
very first in Baeriyn. The locals had gathered for a
great st ctdoor, 3 e westrer ad baen ciled
oon s o e, and i

Gorcing o hler. Everyone was there, men.
oo chhon.nd Saswe e sz 1
see thal they paid o greater respect or homage fo

the vilage councilmen than they did 10 a poor pig
fameror o Derys the simpen w0 wpoks
s sighad frioo much it was revereased ort

me had even cared fokes o Kesells xporse.—
ey om gotien e Tom i, b e wes

much time driling her on...a 7 amazerert, o
their wooden blades, and lose

as ther footing entangled. Not aiways, of course—
often it hadnt worked, and she'd get a beling for her
fouk. B she G 1 ight, and corcanraod sn
hard as she coud...well the boys had protested,
fimed ana Suked b ey cou ok doy b aily.
Some of them had simply shown respect, including




had
ot onhr ot 5 ol never o hack b e s
shed once had. She wes o lnger 8 prncess of
was Sashandra Lenayin, uma to
Kesshghcrw\erwerdl of the Nasi-Keth,
4 nover complained of Kesslighs trairing
fochniques since. Slowly the exercises had becor
Jos ik, the s s et and e isrs
rd callouses.
oo pomanen et ot o sl an ben
. She'd begun {0 know the townsfolk and their
e veer S fighs and made friends,
had played seek and chase along the dusty lanes and
been scolded by the women for ridi
another t0o fast through the town. She'd been bom in
Baen-Tar, in the great royal palace of Lenayin, but
tis, Baetn, ilage of Vahanan provice, was fer

Jaegar rogged a chair acros o st oppsie b
back e and a plate of roast meat and
vegetzb\a raal on his lap. “Greetings all” he said,
somy | missed the tale. Upwyd filed me in. Most

re you?" Teriyan challenged
vasge hadman and good end. When o g i
inding on the table, pouring ot her latest great
oy towe mere mots
“Rony hes 8 gt fe” Jeagar eciied, ey
unniffled, taking @ big mouthiul her
oy He gase ner ome Toskamaing sarin sl
Rony woukr at . From tre t bocame 8 grand

e and Teriyan grinned. Rony was Jaegar's
yougest daugir, now four yoas ok Jasgar had

four girs, o boys, and contempt for anyone who
thought that made him un\ucky
“Who won?” Sast

Wl 1d o i geat iy over o forces

of darkness” Jaegar admitied, taking his cup from
outh, “but n truh, it was

evise a way o bake a flatbread

e s Ty roarec a fand o s ace

with the agonised expression of a father who
sympathised.

e most dovous and stuhbum of adversaries,
It girs,” Sasha s

Sabgar roided, oaing . Tho vary worst™

=

Sasha rode back 1o the house with a it orch in one
hand. Chersey did not mind the flame, nor the ghosty
shadows that it cast across trail and trees. Sasha
rode ata fast canter, party because the distance was.
short and Chersey knew the road wel, and party
because she'd leamed 1o be cautious of possible
ambush, even here so ciose to town. One did ot
become uma to Kessigh of the Nasi-Keth without
learming to be careful

greeted upon the open lower siope by a

chicken run and wide vegetable garden that it
shoterod,ond caried wpsiope ot sabes, owe
inher stal,
ot gt mad corin o o food ok
for the night, and fastened the heavy blanket over the
mare's broad back and about

Then she checked on each of the sixleen long
faces that peered over their respective stal doors at

work. She fusse
hghl o ol g, move bt . piasre o et
company than because they required the atertion.

g, dark siope
foward the dim ight of the house ahead, with nothing
1o guid har s i e pich ot backness than

memory of the gras
e e on the rear verandh,



ing time from crunching a huge bone to sniff at her
with wagging, shaggy tails. The open kitchen was
warm, i vdonce o s recsry repared mesl o
Beyond e parton, Kosslgh sat i s

Recricat oo Al olors th ope o
main room, si

Euring” sam idn gy, g fom s cha.
Did you
faco ond & Tot o of ok har e s soomed
verging on fat, yet there was a poiso fo him, and a
balance, that pethaps oniy a fellow swordsman woud
nolice.

“Awonderfu time, thank you, said Sasha, kneeling
by the fire to warm the kettle on the stand above the
flames. ‘Please sil, we Lenays arent much on

formaiiy.”

Aiden sat. vih 8 basring aie. Ho sccrt wes
very broad and his manners very Torovan, Sasha
thought.

s lling Kesslgh: said Aden, 25 Sasha
walked to close the main room shutters that Kessigh

Verontans. N women. dinkng, oo womon
dancing. ..”

Sasha finished the second shutters
rotedte several lrge boks g beside Kesslwghs
recognise

. S wonaared what b and A g oo
discussing all eveni

Ve asha_ replied,
saning beioe e e, Kossione. avestion
romaned disar bareiseng. Someting about
made table. ‘M
ik st coo ing and canng o onron |
T o s, | dortnow mary o e haf s s
881 shous. i hve prcius e o dicrss wih
o gora tonce o ak O e e ot
o iornt ¢ e win e man | cn 1k roraes
srd swordhok”
ry fow women in the Nasi-Keth oo Aiden
acion, walching er Eurously ~an Kessigh 19
great visionary. No Petrodor women achieve your
succass. Not al srin eacrings lakenso seriusly by
humans, yes?”
Sasha snorted. "He's a great visionary?" Hal
sonaun okt Whatabod me? e et
Aiden laughed. ‘True, tue he conceded,
cheerfuly.

“Besides, how much vision does it take 1o tell the
difference between a woman and a kmp of coal?”
Witha sideways glance at Kessiigh.

Shugged, broady. ' Petrodor, | think

e aot”he said.
Kessigh sl rose o hat bl Torig, e brely
noliced. Sasha looked at him, uneasily. ‘So what did

Youtwo spend all evening talking about?
‘Aidens gaod cheer faded. He looked at Kessiigh,
‘waiting for him 1o speak. Sasha had often wondered

Al
achvamerts I Lanain he coriny mada hm &
sigifant fgur for NesKeth svryfre a he'd
been gone for thiry years, and lived so far

‘Adon brings news fom Petiodor: Kessigh said
‘Sasisns ropreseiabe ors. Ridian s making
waves e spokentoyouof e bok

ha ouned. | emenber, sm she Saalshen's

second ncommand n et

S concope o ok are easily transiated,”
Kessligh replied. “There is no rank, only ra'shi
Respect. One eams ra'shi through deeds and
experience, so s not always easy o tellwho's tuly in
charge. Rhilian's r'shi grows powerful across al
Saalshen, notjust Petroc

The ket began 1o boil. Sasha knelt and put two

teaspoons of ground tea leaves into the teapot where
it sat beside the fireplace. *So what did Rhillan do?”
she asked, taking the tea cith 50 that the kotte's
handle did not bum her fingers, and pouring. “She's
been agitating for Saalshen to get tough, hasn'tshe?”

Kessiigh looked at Aiden, inviing him to speak.

brotherhood are saying she attacked the

archbishop and tied 1o steal the Shereldin Star” said
Aiden.

7

Sasha_stared at him. “The Archbishop of
Petrodor?" she asked.



Knows this, yet no one fikes 1 say it No one willadmit
tre e power o Sacishen n Patodor, an tht no
fe ffom the serrin, if the serrin don't want you

.. the Shereldin Smﬂ“ ‘Sasha rommbered e
kette in her hand, and put it down before the
Tropice. “ert et et supid rcacs ot the
Verenthanes rave about?”

“The holiest relic of Vererthanes.” Aiden said
Solemny. And Sasha realised in a flash that Aiden,
ke most of the Petrodor Nasi-Keth, was most ikely

pursut of serrin teachings. But for most lowianders,
faith was not 5o easily cast aside. 'l have spoken with
serin, they say Rhilian did not want the star. | think

ih. here. We thirk Rhilian orly means to
warn the archbishop. Some things the serin wil not

! s th artistop doirg wih e
Sherekdin Star? lsn't tat..” and

a hen
Bacosh. They want the Verenthane holy lands back.
They wantto unite the Bacosh under a single king and

y swore,
hat the Shereldin Star woud one day be retumed to
the holy lands, but only when the serrin are gone.

“The Larosa give the archbishop the star so that all
Tooan wil e beneath hm ard fght wih

e o e Larosa o o S i
Her heartth artly i chest.
Someons at e im e Erg goup st e
Baen-Tarl
el \ast ieco inhe puze Kessigh sid trey
;T armes of e Saasten Bacosnar omidale
Allthe vemammg Bacosh provinces are uniing under
it ot enough A Torovan afmy s

rcsishop 1o oyl ofh Potodor s, ahd
al their money. Petrodor might not be much in a fight,
b hey can pay for a huge amny, Sasha, of far more.

archbishop will convince them

Siil, even Torovan and Larosan armies together
are insufficient, They noed Loin Am oy e looke
of things, they're going to get Lenay

'And v st boen 8 In 3 arge oo led with
Goerenyai wartors who have always insisted that
theyll never fight against the sertn” Sasha replied.

Not even shouid the king command it”

‘She could feel the pieces of the puzde dlicking
together. Suddenly, it was all making sense...and
hat o saw ighaned hr Al bocaise some spid
Verenthanes coudrit stand the serin v t
1ag crcs boenen s Now, teir nolrarce
hreatened Lenayin with civil uprising a

Nowyou s00 e scal o 1 sad Kesagh i

and destroy your worid, Sasha. I is all connected.
Your father now soeks 1 align Lenayin with
soes 2 o desinyof e Verethanes Trat means
supporting thei

Well e we have 1o sop i Sasha cxlaimed.

his Commander of Ammies for eighteen for
hasverc:sakel H lisansa (0 youl The Raimnal, we
st do o Baen Tar an comince tm ot foin

ool iing fo Baen T sad Kossigh.
fiding to Petrodor.” Sasha simply stared at him. She.
coud ot thirk of amyhing to say. “The game has
changed, Sasha. Lenayin will march to war, it carit be.
stopped. What can be saved is the Nasi-Keth. Aiden
brings news that the factions have spit. Some favour
Rillan; others disagree and seck a path separate
from Rrifiars influenc

“Petrodor s the key 1o stopping this war, Sasha.




they are the only power in Petrodor capable of
restraining the families. | canot alow ther
become divided. They need me now. | cannot wat, or
g wilbe worse”

continued staring. She felt as if the very
gromd had disappeared from under her. Her ears.

your loyattes to Lenayin|ust. disappear?”
Kessiigh frowned, his jaw tightering. " have given
thirty years of my ffe to Lenayin. | swore allegiance to
your father, yet | never claimed 10 be anything other
than what | am—Nasi-Keth. | cannot ignore that caling
sy mors tan yur fter can e e calirgs of
the Verantane ol fahers fom Petrodo
Tears sprang to Sashas eyes. Kessigh was
Lenay. Of foreign origin, surely...butin many ways, he.
was Lenayin. The greatest Lenay warrior. And she, his
iow, he was casting it al aside, as one might
ide 2 peel once the it was esten. She
coudrtpeleve
esigh am forvard on Hs char, hs expression
Mool okt he demandec. O o
Sertin teachings Ive told you, of al the thmgs o

88 pecle ki, s Lrey ety
our Gl wars look fike. You woud just

Srandon oo e bie?

‘Damn fool, you'e not listening to me.

¥l be 100 lalel” Sasha yeled at him, coming

abrupty 1o her feet. "You go off o piay your power

games in the aleys of Petrodar.rers's

brewing here now! You may save the s

may sevo e NasiKoth 6 Lorayinsval be ashes!

Wrat were your last tiry years here for, if you just run

vy uhan Loras 103 You mot? Whatvars your

Sasha fell something snap. This betrayal was 100
much. She could have struck him. “Damned if | will”
she yelld. I promised Krayiiss Id be at Rathynal, and
Iworit give him free rein in Baen-Tar to cause trowble
without mel You go 1o Petrodor! You go there, and
you ot there, with your beloved Nasi-Ketn! Me, m
Lenay, and i never abandon my people! Never!



Eight

“BUT DARYDI" RYSHA COVPLANED. "Mama said we're.

otsloved bejod  reeel”
red hr, 5o was an oidr ot gt
e oes Searching trough h forest Essoy's boa

imed in white louds, brillant n the golden sunshine:
ol rogh h vectops. Sunlgn geamed on et

Range-—Hadyn lands,and a barter bfor e ards
of Valhanan. Essey found her way easily enough,
ol aoies pkry ‘ough e acken.

lested from her seat at his back.

Proptisahon
_Weve icked a e goud st o e e,
Dang ropied. Therel bo mors growing alog the

Eu\wa“ gotoet®
get lost?” Dayd asked in
cxasporaton. "o thers st ovr on e loh o
ins are on the right, how can anyone get lost?”

e been selg veryconfderd o e, et sice
he'd bested Salyl Wyden in the Hemys Festival
contest. Sa\yl Wyden had twelve summers and was a
buly. He, Daryd, had orly ten summers, but he was.
good with a stanch. The best his age in all Udalyn, his
father claimed, with obvious pride. k made Daryr's
hostowello ik on L Porias at e Festial of
Rass, he could prove t. The Udalyn Valey was long,
and many famites Ived thero. Rasa was & bioger
festival than Hemys and all the valley would attend.
“Then, surely, he couid prove his father's claims. Uil
than he widd sl fr beingte best s age Inthe
fown of Ymoth beyond the valley mouth. Better thar
the buly Salyl Wyden, anyhow.

“But Daryd," Rysha resumed afler a thirking pause.
Daryd rolled his eyes. “The Hadryn five this way. |

iyn.
“Look Rysha, Ifold you. Up ahead is Lake
Yu\hmayne Loke 'Mlnmayne les it up ogaist e
n tis side,
e senis e o p S5y on ho Hadyn n case
thy come scoss the flds on e othr ids of e
iver. Theyd have told us if there were Hadryn here,
and et aret. Ok
fe had hs hunting knife at his side and, for a ten-
yeard boy trat was 3 goad as a shot swor
Exseywas s s s, ko e wos
e slowsd 1o ke, nor o
m and easter fields, looking for the various
mushrooms and herbs his mother and aunts used in
ir cooking and medicines. There were farmers al
across the fiekds who would keep an eye on a boy on
his horse, so it was not really as dangerous as Daryd
liked to imagine. But riding now into the forest toward
the lake that marked the eastorn-most boundary of
Udalyn lands, he coud almost imagine himsel a ful-
fledged warror, riding proudly upon His steed, his.
braids flowing down his back and his face bearing t
ink-marks of Udalyn manhood
O look” said Rsta tren remairg o
rom His sidos 1 pore.-Buter fowers! Laok how mg
ey aro._Daryd. want o pick somo, than | can ke
mal”
nete looking o muh oo mpotart s hn
Daryd tokd her sterny.  only Mama

mor
warior with his seven-year-old sister clinging 1 the
back of his saddie, complaining all e way.

“I want to_pick some fowers!" Rysha insisted,
indignanty. “I youire going to go into the forest, fm
going o pick some flowers! O M tell Papa where you
wenll”

Daryd scowled. Youe sucha pain. Rysha-
“Youre a painl
T e i the undergrowth became thicker, so

Dand saared ovard o e, Soun enugh, b
great Yumynis appeared through s, wide and
e tocke e el o i s

e along the g rge above the



ihe Catastror
oy e o Kl ol and neary
succeeded. fthad sustained them in the century since,
looked in et valey surounded by (e viest of
enemies. And it would sustain them
e Ul robuil o matbors and et woapore,
‘working for the day when al that had boen taken from
them would be theirs once more. The great spirt of
s had given birth to the Udalyn countiess.
centuries before, and now it kept them aiive in alltheir

dles.

Soon Daryd found a grassy meadow and
dismourted. While Essey grazed happily upon the
grass, her tail swishing, Daryd and Rysha looked for
herbs and

Udalyn since the Catastrophe, but mar
106 of hom it And nalr discpe. Y Kossigh
ronenverdt, had come to the valey, when he was
Toeraing al the. norh rom e Crértovan waod
MarkelgDarys grandiater b ld s vatslory
many tmes. Kessligh Cronenverdt fough just
ket wist onse, and he was e greatest wartor i
s Loneyin Hed ven raned o of e princesses
of Lenayin to fight ike then too, it was said.
aon s rocson b3 hos 5 ama weght of
hate snd frgi, Absated i e ssarcing, e
sddery Tealisd that o aid ot ki
was about o cal, but swpped e Not
e forest was unkale-_he'd 06
about that—but if he was. gmng to become a g.ea\
warior, he needed to lear to thirk lk

Feeling pleased with himself or thinking of i, Daryd
fetraced s stops on sodden undergrowth and mossy
roks tverd b meado wers e ad st seen

Rysha coud be amoying, but she wasn't
Sumie S oo vl 1y o and whs sl o
more caulious than Daryd was. Even so, Dayd
moved ata croch, scanning through the rees as he'd
his father and uncles do on a hurt, a hand onthe

ilt o his ko,

The foest grow gher a2 e approached the

meadow. he could hear a new sound,
s Vs caling of v, and e gonl g of
the river. A deep, distant sound. Like thunder, only
steady, not rising or faling. Daryd had never heard
anything like itbefor in his lfe.

Sl creeping, he made his way to the edge of the
meadow ard peerd ou.Esseys heed s rised
o longer chewing on the g
ko v aganton e vt er Bevors
the fiinge of trees where the meadow opened onlo
the riverbark, Daryd saw a dark mass mowing. Alop
the dark mass, sunlight ginted on metal. Occasionally
a bannor rose, fiing as it moved. Horses, he realised
in shock. The dark mass was hundreds of horses.
And the thunder noise was the sound of all their
hoove:

rat
angily. Her big eyes stared

“ts e Hadyn! she wispered, 2 I feartd ey
would overhear. "
Dary stred across at o for bark. And thon he
reaiised g
Ho ranorio tho meadow, grabbod o orsesreirs
d he ihe trees, hoping nor
eers Wt see et oy o ool g0y m e
trees. The Hadnn were headed foward
overd e Tovard Paper o and 1 96

family.
*Quick!” he said to Rysha, ‘get Lp!" For once she

Hadryn amy!" Even now, the column of horses was.
continuing to pass and showed no sign of stopping.
Not hundreds. Thousands.



He urged Essey forward through the trees, but the.
undergrowth here was ticker than nearer the fields.
Immedioy i pah was iccke by ¢ ago flen
only 1o find that way

ol Hocked 2 weh Nible e ugh 5
was, Essey made ltle progress as bushes caught at
her legs and roots caused her (o stumble. Across the.
fiver, the Hadryn were moving far, ar faste

“Were 100 siow!” he told Rysha desperately,
dueking 8 low brach Pt e o s it We
have 1o ride along the riverbank!”

P ———

We have (o wam Vama and Pagal” said Danc:
“We have to go faster!” He tumed E
o e ot o, i art Rkmcod
way between the trees as best she could. Finally the
inderrowh timed and Essey cesred e et
twisted trees upon the riverb
Dan's breai vy Across e et on e s
‘Yumyris, a single, endless column of amoured
anon hosabacwn ‘moving at @ canter. Even from
the far bark of the wide river, the roar of hooves made
a s0und 50 loud it was frightering. Banners flow at
even spacings akng the cokrTn ing coours and
symbols that were foreign. Many of the riders were
wearing black, a Vererthane colour. Daryd knew litie
of e Verenares, except hat some were good
some were bad, and the
T Vievod. W meok 1o, Easeys sies ard she
broke into_hor fastest galop along the uneven

wnable to crouch as much as he'd like lest he give
Ry rating o oo
ove the thunder of Essey's hooves, he heard a
ms'am Shout then another. He risked a glance across.
r saw o ider separeing fom e colm,
gauapu\g to match him along the opposing bank.
man was ooking staight at i o 8 et
sides mumy, and e kot n Dars lomach
ryvors @ ma st i coored e ars
okt o o o9
iy Stel i A o s wived o o
fider foined e frst, ogelhe ey ore ahead g
te riverbark. Il startied Daryd 1o see how

the

dissppearing row betin some popee GrOVI n
fines along the

epearss sgain,laping cown fom

tr i bark o he gravely Pyeride ang caitig 0

ry's heart nearly stopped again as he

for Ryst ud rever e taken 2
oot e o s ot et it e on 5
. briher was 1o promcl et and mes i,
miserably.

“The Hadryn horses slowed as they splashed in the
slows, tben dvsd some ore 36 B valer
oopancd.Essey galped past o, ad ien o
foredt was nding. and e wide, Gpan f6l0s of
Vol auderands sprea gean and srning bekore
them. Ahead a distance was farmer Vayer's cotiage,
nestied amidst the poplars along the riverbark. Daryd
galloped that way, through the open gate of the empty
field nearest the forest, casting desperate glances

ming now, midway

Dot Teywre i oong B b D s
surge of hope. Maybe they stil had a chance.

“The next field was filed wilh sheep, the gates inits
low fenceline shu. “Hold on!” he yelled o nd
thumped his heels (o Essey's sides as he aimed her
gt or i ow, wooden foco. Essoy losped and

e grounded on e far id, sty egataig er
momentum. Sheep oy ide
Farmer Vayers cotage was cose how. Beyort

Yo sweptabout n 2 e, gt rand by e
rorth, toward the Udalyn Valley mouth. Just beyond
that river bend, invisible now behind the poplars, lay




'Ymoth, at the base of foothills that rose into mountains.
beyond. kwas siil a long way.
Essoy dearod o next force 1o, and Dan took
another look over his shouider. The two
. up o, eroank sing salbpig.n e
wake. Those men were heawy and amoured, but
Essey was camying two. The terror, momeniarily
ubsited.restaroq wilh vorgoance.
Arsac, famer Ve came narirg 4o He
i owing ot benid s b sword
Grasped i bot hands.Ride chiro” he oared
them veninga i hard "Rde fast Dorfook e
aring past the coltage into which he
ad boen i 10 nch on rumeroLn asions
nd wondering Mrs Vayen and the children
were. He sped hrough the next open gate and took
another look back—Farmer Vayen stood on open
ground before s cottage, blade raised vith muscled
ams, as the two Hadryn horses thundered straight for
him, Their riders’ swords were unsheathed, gleaming
Inte bigh momig s
0 leap another fence then and when next

were closing fast and Daryd realised that he had
Ghance of geting oven coss 1 ¥mot beors ey
caught him.

He umed Essey I, auay fom the iver and

toward the treeline about the base of the Aralya
Range, T rollg el cimbod gerty and
Esseys galop seemed o siow just a litle. Dar

fvedrer agspwaw looking abou 1o find that both

cross e comerof N sharp
U o e now evarg e povts G
Ancior misiake. Bu he bt ha s chce,

decorations hanging from their bridles. Closer and
closr hey pounec Rysa's gt was paily ot
managed a final burs

ey s amorget e oes oy wore ines o

1ot e brosef of e thtark Thas wes ssce
oon e (ke and Dang wove Essey botweon

trem. Tk fashed past o dangarous speed, Essey

slowing somewhat, but the big Hadryn horses slowed

Suddenty the forest floor surged up in a sheer rock
wall and Daryd tumed Essey o the right, galoping
tat vy and hoig i 10 woud ot o Hocked..a
Hadyn cut past behind and D:

Gearminod foce, o 50 boroah i ho, owerd

igger seer
changing direction amongst the trees, however, and
Essey suged ahead, st missed collding wih 2
and then there was a line of thick broadieaf
Shoath and undorgrowth whore  sicam el
Aralya mountain face. Daryd plunged o it,
undergrowth tearing at Essey’s legs. branches
whipping at his face. R opened suddenly into the
stream, inlo which Essey splashed, then bounded up

ot i of. T second ider fad fanked i, he

realised in shor anoewre of

recback wartve, Hed arcion. v an Udah

wartior, but in trth, it seemed that he was just a boy
afteral.

Betind him, the fist rider was now crashing orto

e far shssmiark. aiig i of complily

hissed though the air, then a thu

ﬂrst rider screamed, then cursed. Danyd stared and

ok by an armow in the

smmder and was stugghg to siy ahorse Then

nother horse emerging from the treeline

dwecliy ehind Dy and Ry, 15 ndr wikdng a

T second Hadyn charged log o soarmbark

8 o o idorcas i bow asde. chaging p
Daryd and Rysha whist puling his sword,

oot i fipe v Ry scamed e el rom

sadd
Rysha!” Daryd cried as the two riders collded with
yels and ciashing steel, horses shrieking and



longish, Daryd saw, and he wore no colours or il
His horse bounded ciear of the stream-—a smaler
rorse, ke Essey—and te Hadryn, stl astide,
descended he soping bark with weapon aised.

The falln man puied a krifo and trow, which te
Hadryn swatied with 2 mailed arm...bu the bg horse
reared and th falln man sprang fonvard and st
lnr lhe Nadm\‘s leg. The Hadryn yelled with a yank on

s g e o it el ond
ok vy o el st one

o o 1 foo 5 1 o Saghered wpigH o
wake.

Tho otvrmanwason i boor o coud ecover
seel rang loud a rother.
T Hadon slgpec. efondos anover How. hen
reversed wih a suge of raw power—his atiacker
paried bu ost balance from the sheer force, aling
Raf in the water and losing his blad. Bt ho was up

bokor e o frh tm, o 0
Hadry's sword am and grapy
Wrockm i o e spbeng and g, i
grunting rantc desperaion

Dand iched o Rsta. he o of e vacing

on the streambark in mesmerised horo
menisd il sach oer T ado seomed 0 be
tongerand ol averman v s
3 s o, Tho orer man st

Spashod han sick e Hadls ot
T scroame i 4 vl e gt s

found
i gl again, 25 e Hadyn ved 0
defend himsel.

Rste sotbed nd bured e ace o Dans

Im was missing, and the mail
Food prowded seme prolection, bt man wih he
relontess. He cor o stike with

forible fry, i the Hacyr's struggles ceased. Then
he stood up, shoulders heaving, and searched the
shallows il he found his blade. That done, he stood
over the fallen man's body, raised the blade with its
point down and plunged it hvough the protective mail

Daryds stomach tumed and he kinged for the
stream to vomit. He was stil there, on hands and
knees, when the bedraggled, bloodstained victor
splashed upstream past him, his blade in hand. Dar
hed, knowing he shouldrit, but unabl 10 tear his
eyes away. The man cond
Hadyn now lay on the streambark, chiching
helplessiy at the shatt beneath his inner collar-bore.
The fear in the wounded Hadryn man's eyes twisted
Daryd's stomach once more and he vomited again.
He looked up, justn ime to see the victor yank offthe

standing fearfuly nearby, and extended a hand,
speakingsofy. Soon e was ki s rose and
noticeably camer. He led the horse
Sovnaream whors kv . mam cromsed
1 siream t rscove s bow Finay o vaked 10
the Mo muy vt and terifed Udain

e nddod e by
Doyl go o et soud hefore e and puta

length, was not o
g, weahered foakas and His wet cotes were
athers and rough cloth that a woodsman might

" e crouched on one knee, o, dsregarding Dan's
warning stance. “Udalyn?” d. pointing at
Daryd. His accent was very wcng Daryﬂ had never
et ponsahnbeor i e Hooddod, vy
Edu.” the man made a face. ‘Very bad. Litle

Eon Undersiond?
Asan, Dand nodded.H moub asted of vomit

strange, foreign warrior who had defeated two Hadryn



cavalry before his very eyes. | understand,” he said
warily. "Who are you?"

Wexplicably, the mar's rugged features spit in a
fard smil. As f e very sou of Danyds spooch

him pleastre. His eyes,

erions v ot beoe, o oued wwh a
look of wonder. “Udayn’
Something else, in a oreign mngue ina famishoke
of his head. “Ny name Jurellyn,” he said then, very
carefull, *Prince Damon efiyn sy. Rels en Prince

The foreign words must have been Lenay, Daryd
guessed. Lenay was spoken in the middle provinces,
efdheard.arough n e st ey hd spread

ewhere and become Lenayirs major longue. But
A e Vatey of e Usay, 1 remained 5 stange and
foreign as the many tongues of the wise ones of
Saalshen.

*Prince Damon Lenayin sent you?" Daryd guess

Toa e oy racd ooty T cever
tis Toges as a word occured to i “Seout”
said. “Me scout. army.
Hadnyn.” Pointing at oo e mon 3 s lHadryn
Pointing to his eyes. “See Hadryn. TellPrince Damon.
Hadryn go Ymoth. Fight Ymoth. Understand?”

Ymotn. Abruptly, Daryd recalled His original
mission. His family were in Ymoth. The Hadryn were
Pere o . Ho rad st seen Klig. o et ime.

ihought of that happening to
o m.mueu Fvuitea oo ot mad any fear for
his own ife seem like nothing.
family ve in Ymoth! man,
dosparatay. Wy motar and e, oropore

e ook s besd, fimly adon, Ui,

father, you save motwer, you save  brother
Understand?"

The king would send an army, he meant, Daryd's
eyes widened in hope. He recalled what the adulls
1 aheys said—tat e Hodon wkd never dars
attack so long as the king forbade it Ever since King
Craydon. e Loray Jigs e foriddan . Dand i
ot undesand wha tad changsd vt e Hadon
ou darea h roset kg wiah Bu I 1o coud
et it hs o ool 101 i et v
agpening e ocey

Gt o said . Mt et it e i) Bt
ot e way...wil you take

iy rios 2 rard sl -ty ion. My fiond.
take?” Dan rodded. My o lke you see King
Tonval. G idalyn.”

D s coest el a ek The foreign varior
thought him brave...and thought the Udalyn brave.
T fosigners sl i staris abou e bavery of

Udalyn, rd some in Ymoth say. Srely
b King would Toen Surelyno one coud i Sand by
and let the Udalyn be slaughtered once more.

S

Owt” Sasha exclaimed, somewhat after the fact, as
she prodded the new bruise on her bicep. Andreyls.
backed off, stanch twiring, looking very pleased with
himself. Sasha ga /s customary
dark stare and he sobered a lte. She windmilled her
arm, fast, to keep it loose. “Don' get 100 pleased with
YUl sha ok . e g wih s shpid

m geting better right?” Andreys insisied.
Tatuas o googonmel
‘Sasha wondered ifhe trly appreciated how diffcult
it was for her to fightin a traditional Lenay stye. But
the Wakening woukd be barely a moon ffom now—the.
end of summer, the traditional ime for the ceremony
of manhood—and Andreyis needed the pracice.
Even with the handicap of her gender, there were
hings she could teach him in this siye that the
Baeryn menfok could not show him in the training
hal.

They stood on the bare ground beneath the old
vertyn tree, near the 1op fence of Kessligh's vegetable
garden. The horses grazed across the vast upper
slope enclosure, their coats gleaming in the sun,



sssligh had gore to town, taking Aiden with him.
‘Sasha had not been unhappy to see them go.

- foot 100 S00n on he
second tmnsmon‘ shs told Andreyis, qu her best
© igror rises and her bad mood, for
R Sake A3 youn, Govenl e sy
anicipated the Wakering. Ancreyi's techmiaue was
go0d, but s recert growh spurt had impeded his

work, and s his fiming. She refused to ot him
ail."So6 hero. o ams folow e foot, Androy. Sho
fok o snc, g o amscor ard caced
ve sovea cha-dan, vithout
o e m % ik nama Ina ok kre-your

fooiny G you e i et svengang o5
shouid follow. This lead foot is 100 fast” and she
Stamped that foot to demorsirats, o Swing and
plant shoud be simtanaous,

gotyou.dict 7

can't defend in this style, Andrey.” she told him,
Wwith barely restrained temper. “fm not strong enough.”
One ting Andreyis did have going for him atly was
s reach. She coud barely beleve how tal he'

3

lop ofrer head camo parely o 1 ms smu\dsv e

swing of his ams, though lacking the power of a
grown man, gel\evsteﬂ consmevame speed with
stanch or sword, “Now, are you going to listen to me,

or am | just wasting my tim

Andreyis must have seen the dark look in her eyes

for s el st e, dteranely. 1 oo
again’

She took him thvough all of the fundamenal taka-
dans, which were not so diflerent in basic strokes to
svaalverd taka-dans, tnly. And she acquired several
more bruises along the way, for Andreyis knew befer
et gl s sokes-rhe soqird tot bed et

the headmen at the ceremony, he'd remain a

Doy for ono more. miliaing year, and have i har
cut short once more. Mosty, she concenirated on
s the one ihing svaalverd and

sophistication. Sometimes, svaalverd knowiedge
could assist a ronsvaahverd fighter, whatever
Kesslighs doubls. She'd seen it herself,in Andreyis's
improvements.

saw it again now, as he smacked her stanch
back o2 rad olow gar e ot oh i

s o oot

happened o have a sore eloow? Or tat time.
‘Okay then, lets ty that again Sasha told him,
resuming her fighting stance. Andreyis followed, oyes.
hard with concentration, ips pvema thin. “This time, |
oettofgn myway. Roady? Go-

i, pased on e

bl o s feo avatrg e gt moment. Then
T et 52 o e wih 5 T

ar
strike that folowed, deflecting Andreyis away

whatever he'd infended next, and left im open for her

ol tat smackad e s e benaath s

" aniros Saggered idewaye at th for o i
dropping his stanch and holding is chest. “Tve told
you before” Sasha said firmly, as he doubled over,
training personal, Andrey. I

can‘( be about ego and pride, it has to be about
chnique. Now if youll just get this

slup\d notion that you can beat me at svaalverd out of
s ten maybe we can got bck o fin yor

ey rot reply st doubled ovr Sasha's
temper fled, replacec



stanch had made against his banda came again to
memory... How could she have been so stupid? She
hadnt needed to ht him that hard!

Androy She rooped e sarch ard et
iy o e e s e
SUpicIm somy Ancry. | wasn ik A1 Yo
okay?

\reyis took a deep breath and winced, holding
his side. " think you cracked a ib,” he said in a small

ce.
‘Sasha swore, loudly. "Look... justsit down. Damn it
Im such a fooll Come on, sit Here.” She helped him

fed the

fl your am at all, ll get

your shirt ofi” she told him amsously. “Can you do.
s

hat
“Don't bother,” Andreyis said, in a small, mufled
voice

Dort bther?” She siared st i aghast. “Ancrey
I have 1o look. | can see if its broken, then...then
maybe Kessligh il have something to help it heal,
Spiris, why am | such an idiof? Just before the
Wakening too! Wha .
And then she saw the grin on Andreyis's face and
the reason his voice had been muffld. He was trying
hing. She " stared at fim,
umbounded, Somethng bubled upnside ey
half laughter. “You! You...” She tumed about, fetched
up her stanch oot ItnugM about rmoving i ead
with it Andreyis put both arms over his head, shaking
ncortrolaby bt ot i ear
down,
bas'avd e sheued o i e 1d ol

o i A s retorted, now indigran despite
his laughter. “ hurt fike hell Serves you righi, hot-
tempered wench!”

Sesha o st o op of s ead, ot issed o
o und herself “On thank the
e S, an sat ey besido i
S ancrons e tre spirt gn, wih s it hnd,
Dorit say that;” he s: the circle.” Not that
there vas a proper oo e brest o vertyn
ree, but one did not praise lowiands gods within
then,lest the spirits be offended.

Old habit,” said S:

Andreyis winced again as he took a deop breath. ‘|
stil donit know how you do that. | was almost
overpowering you for a while there, and then you
st

Tecviaue is more povert than musde:” Sasha
sid i, f my tectriue is suerir, my stergth
imelovant. Even Jaegar can' touch the

et

Andreyis frowned. *So o nonsvaalverd fighter
even has a chance? Then how did the Saalshen
Bacosh amies even ako anylosces nal hose wars
the Larosa launched against ther

The Saaishen Bacosh

3

fighting technique and serrin steel and crafismanship
inweapons and armor
‘Andreyis justlooked at her. I was a face that might
have been handsome, were it ot so familiar Despite.
s ighsan summers, an e e sirrgof s
brow, she coud not help but notice the boyish
o ot stack ot o o oot roce Wi cork
hair and funny dark eyes, he continued (0 look. .wel,
pugpsh Sady, nany otver g n Baeryn sesmed
hink the same. Those girs orly firted and giggled
with the rough-and-tumble lads, and regarded a quiet,
rd, thoughti boy fike Andreyis with c
dsgainor vose
o you going to Petrodor with Kessigh?” he
asked ook
‘Sasha stared at him, incredulously. “And abandon
Lenayin? What does Kraylss do when he arives in
Baen-Tar and discovers Im not there? At least if fm
there, | can._. donit know. Try to keep him und
contol somanow Tho. s’ only & Raisbroadin
avy fom openiroason”
s boos. I don't understand,”
e e et i e



“That makes two of s,” Sasha said darkly.

e ik s o targe and .. dorft know, e e
has his reasons. Reasons we canit understand.

Im NasiKeth' Sasha retorted, ‘and | dont
understand.”

‘Aye, but youre notreally NasiKeth' Sasha
frouned at him. Andreys binked. W, you e Nasi-
Keth,but...but youire Goren-yai fist, arerit you?”

“The serrin dori think ke that, Andrey. They can be
many things at once, not ike humans who can only be

thing at a time. The Nasi-Keth arent a religion,
they're just a collection of ideas and none of them are
exclusive of other ideas. So most of the Pelrodor
Nasiath ao Verortranss oo__tey practis serin
teachings, yet they pray to the Verenthane gods and
hold temple_communion s any Vererthane. So
thero's no reason a Goerer-yai canit folow serrin
tascing...ls o of Gosanys! ksady co s
of. Seri )een coming here for cenuries,
Degve o it knoniosge b

“But s dort ave o rekgon. Trey cort bolewe
et one g T - Darn, hel Wed o s
st waiod Baermars before, ot s e
Now, | seetad mporar > ty. ot herso, a8 et

"They have a way of thinking; they
be rational. Is not that they dorit believe in anything,
thats the problem, they believe in
rything. They don't go around saying this is
mpossibl o hats mpossiie, ke humans o, They
accept everyone's beliefs because they know they
car disprove . e anybing o cart lsprows
is possible, right?”

Ao Yatneo !ur 8 momee. virkir it ovr:
Proof. No Goer and
rought of oot The svms o o gty G rood
0 be proven, they

*So if Kessigh's .us« bl reral: Avdros

oo maype F

4 Sesta, g, Them ves # sow
Yt bo shock g vomof.
being a general. In the

priest gave him a holy blessing—he know that t was
15 0 im, nd i slone and e it atlsve it o

fal Thats uhy o won i he i

"He did bat with me, 00, Ho woukdt say rice
ings when | might went them said He wouant
comfort me, or give any real affection. He.
1o'bo siong enough 1 fako cate of Myl Yoona
part of the patier, Andrey. He's o damn sensible
and neligent makes me wart o trow up

"But . Aneyiss gaze now was worhed. 'Bu f
s iking k& ganerl, hen aushy. sl hes
going 1o do the right thing In the end, no matter what

Dorit you get it Andrey?” Sasha snapped at him.
“Don't you understand? Al that man ever cared about
s o Nas-Keln and 0o sen o <o o
himself. He never renounced yaltes to my

Taer .y ot was uh 3 ook b oo
never demanded it. He's ot inferested in saving us,
he's ony interested in saving them! And now he's.
beento Halleryn, he's seen what Krayliss is up 10, and
he's decided we'e o @ kst case and el go
funning off o Petrodor 1o take care of what's tly

Sasha got fo her feet and snatched up her stanch
irt. “Lenayin made him a hero, it gave him

al ths status with the Nasi-Keth, and now he's got i,

s rishe vihus. Wel, o maybe  great gereral

and he may be smart and rational, bt

oot sl Dot T end o e . 10

Father stay here and die for something | believe in”

=

‘Sasha was forking hay in the bam behind the stables
‘when there came a new thunder of hooves from



outside. At first, she barely noficed—Andreyis had
been practising s cavalry moves on the white-
o sy,

another pass. Then the hooves came again, only this
time she could hear two horses, one lighter than the

 down fom e tigh ble s o it
dusieh rode skt o e bam, isden by 8
smalish Goerenyai man she did ot recognise.
ey amived as weland dsmourted at e bams
entrance.

MLady Sashandral” said the man, sighting her
above him. “Mady, | come from Crylss! Lord
Kumaryn rides to Baerlyn with the Valhanan Black
Wolves and more! He mears 1o apprehend you and
Yuan Kessligh on charge of murder!

sas

sha frowned at him.
Murder?” she said increduously. “Whose murder?”
MLady, fm not ertain, but | thirk it was a man of
the Falcon Guard. A lieutenant, | believe.”

feutenant Reynan Pelyn. Sasha swore in disbelief.

of Tyree nobilty and it would be no surprise if there.
were ciose elatons o Famiy Taty, of whch Lord
Kumaryn Tathys of Val
But Lord Kumaryn |hm:ghun oin et deaton her?
Had someone lied (o protect Jaryd? Or had Jaryd
betrayed her? Or was Kumaryn simply determined to
fid his province of Valhanaris most troublesome.
twosome? He had some bals, If that were the case.
Balks, or ocks in i head.
She stabbed er ok o e hay ble. How
fog i ey g rror”
Trey deparled at dawn, e e Cryliss man. ‘|
left before dawn, a s o v dsarcan. 19
guess they might be here a hand b
e mar pory was lahred whis wih sweat and
breatingrard. | gave word o severl vlges along
the way, some pledged 1o send help. Four other
riders from Cryiss set out in other directions, it
remains to bo scen if the help they send arves in
time.

We's best tide back snd 1 b ko ssd
Andreyis_ffom rway, a litle_breathiessly.

0wy wet o i ke o o somemng
you didnt dol Besides, he's got no rights over
Baeryn, Baeryn orly answers to the king!"

‘Sasha let out a short breath. Ti ride back," she
replied. ‘I want you and Lynette o stay here...”

*No!" Andreyis was indignant. "No way! My town is
hveatened, youre not going fo stop me from
defending my people and my family”

Sasha Jmped down 0.8 owe pae, hen oo the
floor. “Andrey...someone has (o stay here,” she said,
taking up her bandoleer with scabbard atiached, and
lopiog it © b bak ¥ 3 ol you ) fm 0 b0

ne_els cant make a defersive line
rvand of e rarch, we1 tave o s it open o
bastards have never iked me or

Kesshgh ey mgh st ke e opparnly o il

el foSee it You be safe enough, meyu e it
childre
rm ota chid Andreyis rtortsd
“Andrey..." Sasha _sighed, _positioning _the
bandoleer comfortably over her shouider, where the.
skinwas tough beneat s famiiar welgm‘ “the mark
a Lenay man is that s whats his. This
are e youre Ancrey ne s 2 1% e o
Kessighs,Dorit you wart o dofend 1"
ked uncomfortable. “Of course | do, but
family..
o ik you can do & bt b of dofrs
than the older men? Would it be a sensible
Alocaion of esascen o s
riscad variors hers (o vath the horses, whie
you take his place on the line? Would that make
Baeryn safer?” Andreyis looked at the ground. Sasha

began dumping ther
come, ALst e pansm Sesiue Mo i yovagael
s ke much more fun, wouldn't you

te,” Andreyis retorted. “She could




barrow to the stables. She explained the situation to a
Wideeyed Lynte, who ad poon aking hor wm at
stablework, and gathered Peg from his grassy fiekd

o water and feed, and rut
dussien was clearly tred. Sasha suggested he shoud
leave the litle mare to rest and borrow one of her own
Porses instead.

“Tho Cryiss rider politly rofused. “She'll be good in
justa ltle whie,” he insisted, giving the pony's jaw an
affectionate rub as she chewed confentedly on some
Pay."Shetrunal ey ona cp of vale and ekt

5, then do it all again the next. No offence,
Wiy, but 1wt rade her (o ton of your big
s, no matter what the lowianders pay for ther.

=

roat Lord Kumaryn v o1 Basin 5 e s

wer the valley. His host
mpored pomape oo e Saura rockenos.a
great, snaking line of thundering hooves and g
helms. Banners with the stalfion on the red and gold of
Valhanan flew 1o the forefront, alongside the howing
black wolf on blue of the Black Wolves. The column
came across the uphil paddocks beyond the upper
treeline, threading between bouders that loomed
from the groen grass and glowed a dul, iron grey in
the ight from the lowering sun.

Baerys deferive ne spread wide acoss e
uphill end of the Baerlyn Valey, concentrated he
before he upsiope buldngs. Al he wlages men
stood, or sat ahorse, weapons unsheathed and
gripped with the casual ease that a smithy might
grasp his hammer. Some stood across the fences o
sitr e of e mein oad. npadocks empied o
livestock, before rickety wooden barrs, shacks, and a
oy Ksopg e In v Sesr et oo
main ine on Peg, with Kessligh astride Terelln at her

.
Further (o the lef, the exposed fields about the

were many men from Yule, perhaps five olds distance
o the south, who had arived just a few mor

fore.
“They conceded Kumaryn the high ground above the
valleys end; should an aftack come, they would fal
ok o e vlege.whare the blings and eres
s adriago, ard

ot maced open, phet and o
vl th ochl swordamen o & suprise. AS woud
Some of the more asserive Baeryn women who ad
taken up Sashas suggeston some o o and
leamed archery. They waited now by the windows of
i fouses, eady o pd arows e any passing

Cora Kumaryn i ot s amy across e open
ground atop the slope into Baerln—such a

Yok have been lmeet a declraln of war Ftead,
the head of the column approached between wooden
fences that hemmed in the leading horses, ust as the
defenders had intended. Lord Kumaryn warled to
talk, Sasha reckoned...at least for a while. A gaunt-

Verstan ks ot faiy sio, Suare

thought sourly, watching him. Pompous fools. Fancy

parading 1t around lowands. s, 85 1 o vory

presence of that bloodine should cause men o fal to
knee in

reverence.
Greetings men of Baerlyn!" the young man cred,
his voice high and clear. A squire, Sasha recalled
Such banner carriers were called amongst the lordly
classes. Another stupid, imporied lowlands word.
Goeren-yai and the rural folk of Lenayin were ot yet

Kumaryn Tatys of Vararan: ity vou

belol caled one of be Bastn men
crooriay, o 8 oar o g o e

e e Swatowtd sty e ot Lord of
Valharan, Great Lord Kummany hes ndden today o
Baerlyn to claim his right under law! It has recently



peiiniatiferiainioibibu i
Po Tyoo Fakon Guard into the province of

Taner
Whars's your bals, lad?” yeled a
Sasha houg it sounded suspiciosly e Teryan
More la
e et e in Gris, by e sourd o " yeled

Ny, Kumany borowed tha” Raucois hovis

This, Sasha thought with a sigh, was qute corlairly

Tryan. Bo fait Kumanyn! G o lad His balls

back, Youve got no nes

e modnee o i o s conued,
ot sor

Tyreo hm\\y of Poyn, and hm\\y to Great Lord
Kumaryn _through to his sisters
o Croar of Geson o he Do
met his end in highly suspicious circumstances! Word
fom truioving men has placed the blame for this
calous muder upon the person of Sashandra
Ly
u two-bit fooll” came a yell with
Dvecmus hme amour i
Nay!” car yan' loud reply. "Even for a ool

Betind the squre, at the head of Kumaryr's
column, Sasha noted many men who had ridden

others were Goeren-yai—Cryiiss had some Goeren-

rc and honour, not wealth and ttes,
ha

rocactass od au it e g !
The squire finished and backed up

Forieal appiuta. floved i e done oot

someone shoued. “Fuking incomprenersie, but

Jaegar walked forward from the line. Like many in
rayin, he disdained horses when there was a
Cranen st o o ged, forested Lenayin,
that was often. His leather jerkin had no sleeves and
e witged o sk e e raneae s
atwig

“Lord Kumarynl” he shouted, in a deey
locumnolos 1 vy soy ot Yoo come s
way for nothing! Baerlyn swears ifs allegiance (0 the
king in Baen-Tar, not o you! You have no authority to
apprehend o admirister a tial against any man,
woman or child of Baerlyn in the name of justicel
Justice belongs 1o the king, ot to.provincial lords!
Goodbyel”

The gaunt-aced, while-bearded man rode forward
alop a dappled, grey-while mare. His cloak was red
and gold, and he wore a blue shirt and leather vest
over chain. Sasha saw the sweat on his brow. He hat
0 have at least fifty summers...didrt the heat bother
him? She swatted at a fly...up here about the pig and
sheep encosures, the fies bred something flerce in
summer.

“Master Jaegar, | presume?" Kumaryn caled down
from his horse.

Yuan Jasgar,” Baerlyis headman corrected. H
planted hs swordtip on the road and folded his hands
alop the fit. feet set wide. Kumaryn's biue oyes were
okl dscan o s o ves e

. Yuan Jaegar.” said Kumaryn.

Ho 0 sponk oy enough. Futher along the

line, men were straining to hear. ‘| am Great Lord of

Valhanan. That tile was grarted to Famiy Tathys a

hundred and three years ago by King Soros and has

cartied on fo me from my fathor and grandfather

before me. 1 Vabaran. Yan Jaegar.Bes vt

u

utax Valhanan!” Teriyan retorted from

i, hase par, we ca someons.whe ks
money whilst giving nothing in retum a tiefl”

went up. Jaegar held up a hand ar



men quieted. “The king's law is quite explicit,” he said,
very reasonably. *A provinciallord may levy a property

A provincial lord will deal with such local matters of
law and order that do not concern the king...”

Some of the mounted nobles were laughing. “You
think to lecture me on the king's law?” said Kumanyn,

ot e oier e roves s aded Ten)an
unvavelled the scroll for Jaegar 1o read from. “Aye,
e . Th g an Tesponiiie of 6 oo
of provincial lordship.”
"oy, betd be you tan, vkt 1 Ty
vithanracart g, Karann

dered. ngering o A of i swor
o ereyi aral bo adminstere by the
inge Jasear comimea reading. enay om

doubt many had presumed that al Gosren-yai were
iliterate. “On matters pertaining to the provincial lord's
peace, said lord shall be mnsmemd anofcer of e

g, o te pupose of Provincial afairs
i e inge cantisraion srel” ncots
Cammon ot s, ars of mariage and a1

poraing ighs ana propeties,maters perianing o
cotesi_ ofhonour;dispies. of . and

N eredoes e sl come fom?* one of
umarytspary sad sspicious.

‘A copy.” Jaegar said mildy. “Those among us
loamod i ariing do make copies of suoh fings an
i tham among o wlages. Yo v know
whentheicome I ena

fead Toroant” anaber asked,vith qual
suspicior
“nsa'.mns\ahun Jaegava it
ot King Soros rad havely spoken any
Lenay when he o mvos Lenayin al tose years
850 Sath ke, Rsed iy Pavodor o ticood.
having been smuggled from Cherrovan-occupied
Lonayin v known mosty Torova, and most ot
documens of the period remained in Torovan even

Enough of this nonsensel” Kumanyn barked. His
face was reddish now, party from temper, and party,
Sasha suspected, fom the heat. “You defy your lawful
lord! The gt Sashandra is accused before the law! I
you resist my lawul request, | shall take her by force

s
hardening, ‘then the law expicit stales that she is
answerable to the king, and the king alone. You are
the king's officer, my Lord. A senvant. And the
sccusd, mayremindyou s e kg’ gt
she renounced twehve

abandoncd i o St 1 ot «ma.gn g
Kumaryn glared straight at her for the first time, over
1o e of amed Baern men You shal el o
you shal face the consex

ot kot o i, Gt he? Sasha suggested o
Kessigh Kimaryn was e restest ool 1 Lo

o ths patilc DAl was gong 1o

el owever ooked g

“Hoy ook carne a shou from a Baeryn man
“There's Master Wensy, he brews the finest ale in
Cryliss! What are you doing with these damn foos,
Wensy?

Wensyl, a Verenthane mb\e‘ looked uncomfortable.

“Have you nolhing to say for yourself?” Kumaryn
shoutod o Sacha. Wi you ot spare e 1vs afyou
so-called fionds? O sha you hide behind thom e

vilager of Baerlyn, Lord Kumanyn, Sasha
repiod. camy 3 ohes oy vlsge oo Te oy
agor. Shouk hey wish e 1 e withyou, o
doso Hawever tue hoend appostsseriment o
strongly: shrugged. “I's out of my

Tangs:
A Goerenvyai man josted his horse (o the fore of

his bald head wore long hair at the back and his ears
were adomed with rings. “This s Ib\e supidetcroise
o slaughier an entire vilage heard! I there's
fighting, fm on their side!”




He nudged heels to his horse and rode through the
Baeryn lines fo raucous cheers, yells and raised
ades,

g nanni” yelled a noble at Kumanyr's
idooving  5adl ot <o ars sl 10 yoo
ford!

But more ceemym cly menusre pisting down

the Baeryn lines, some

i croarly o e o 28 oy o

Joers and catcals accompaniod o cheerng a3
umaryn, s noble friends and officers fumed.

e some s bl 1o Tt 6 mar amod
Anadiys yelled back at Kumaryn across the gap. °I

o fim before was yeling above the noise. “The man's
anass You doritvartofgftforim. Come oer s

s Grat Lod of Valhanant” Wersyl potste,
amostapolgeticaly
Does heown your boraus,or o your

yolled at him o come back, but Wensyi was no
202 i  rested doblowi i Born ind

air of Baeryn men
Shwroscied Ky, ke comparions roeed
weapors m Ihreal. s Black Walves sergeant

red, jument, More

o eise o weapons gesncu\aﬂr‘g
dangorously, and suddeny the grim face-off had

contestants, as men found others they knew on both

sides,
‘Sasha found herself rinning. I was approaching
farce. She knew what the lowlanders would say f they
coud see this. “Lenay rabble.” ldiscipiined, chaotic
s esdarss. Unciised. Banaran. Al wero qute
possibly true. d rarely felt any mo
Dmud e ot e oy,
ried horse manure salled dangerously
dose Kumaryrs head, but it was impossible o tell
who'd thrown it Sasha saw Geldon climb onto an
g fene am ca o somecrs n e cokae b
grise, s by landstakes ac grotngs_-

ssmon suppuea bread o Gofse and bough gria
om them, Sasha guessed this was ore ot e
parnars i and .ot ool b0

Come over wers caling o Verenihans ionds 4l in
theGokmn, soms of e i the lec Wolies.

Black Wolves now appe:
comaod, o ing o et lora o arocon Tt
disquiet was obvious—such companies had been
used by lord or king (o fit rebelious villages before,
b s wasdferer, No Leray man ed o be seen
as another's vassal. No Lenay warrior was obliged 1o
folow a msmmmme command, el ol

actually hit one of

ey nties, Kumann signaled fuousy or 3

it fong column began a siow reverse,

leaning many of their number beind to confinue the
debate.

“So much for that Sasha said cheerfuly to

Noting o be pessed dbou. Kossign sid
rimly. ~ bty becomes ambitious. Theyre.
nenﬂg it mincios domersvaing ol pover o e

" fing” Sasha e, steaching Pegs
impatient head toss. ‘There's nol them

Vaaran, ket the Hg toans an Cofce. Rurs ok
St thom by 8k i poweris e ey

M seger and Tran came back to Sasra and
Kessigh, mounted
oo Vo Tonea tham—T oot o .
vt manwilh bushy beard et vied Gasperatoy o
ke him look larger, and faied.
“Thank you for that,” Sasha
spoke that it was umecossary. Im gratef
“Would have done it even wyouweve guly Jeoger
said vith a shug, swiping al
v e 1o o co s 42 5wk
slippery siope from there. He'llnol get a warrior nor a
“Just when did the lords of Valhanan start fighting

sid. lrouing a8 she
"




the Tyree nobility's wars?" Tarynt asked with concem.
Jaogar took a swig of his smal water skin and
ached this time. Ho was never
verybrght. Nopemwm Hget e messego o’
e 1o the vilages,”
Kesshgh Said iy He was sonding a message
Trey a vers. Thy\e had s sk of power

e Sa0 Totyan s he grand rsade o
ciioa Lonayin, Fit s o lowands gods, hon fs
ok orcs, psssart o feusig amies, and
so0n one day no_one Wil remert

et b2 Gocremymt e Toryan wee
aiways the cducated one, Sasha relected. The one
who knew far more than his wisecracks and bragging

Jaogarsldsmoly

asked Sasha cuiously. The men of Yule had rushed
1o e at & momerts oo Evidorty oy had ot
heard al e ccusia

Lieutenant Reynan? bl Jaryd
Nyvar. Reymn was trying to kil me from behind. Jaryd
saved my ife.

Ny T pursed e B ik @ s, Evn
lage Goeronyal knew and rospected that ramo
Touramonts wore no combat. i en. 1 was or
o T respect & e fo aucoess n oumaments
than success n tiles or wealth, Spirts, thats a mess.
srithe a relation, or.

n, aye,” said Jaegar, nodding. “No doubt
some quick wit saw a chance 1o pin it on Sasha
bel ro coud say obenvise. Potps ey
reckon Jaryd willcomply and deny it wa

JAye: s papa il st e e e Teran
agres

'ﬂ:y lack numbers, bu the. brwyr)assas make -
o it In unty Kesaloh s iy, o
ity row, heyrs g on. Why iy Sedyn or

S0 Joogar wcomloay_ garcng owr e
shoulder. The Cryliss column appeared 1o be formi
a line on the upper siopes near the trees, but me
notring of orderliness about it. “Dayen...wel
they're nearer Cryiss than we are. Plenty of ok fed
9009 money fom th wealty famifs. or vart to

“Makes sense Tont el creardy, Us in e,
nota bea
" eesi, Soat s e \enkmg sltslghl at ber
‘She knew thatlook. “What?" she briste

lowlands civilisation, with vasty increased powers
Tands and wealh fo themselves. To do that, they wish
ll obsaces removed. Trey bk Lord Krayiss might
eyt Goorenel, 5o theyvark i dead. A o

o Youd antge om on askad sty

‘Send me munning off to Petrodor with you

couatd bacavss Somé fany et ro0l ealerod
-

Jaegar and Taynt looked uncomforiable, as in the
ner of men who'd stumbled into a prvate family

S

E
o Kessigh said gty i s da ascowl 33
Sasha had ever seen. “The choice is yours. Ks alvays

besn yours. Go go youse kld, ot 569 you.
He strode and leaped nto Terielyn's saddle, spurting
line and up the road in the

He's impossible,” Sasha muttered, hands on hips.
Teriyan opened s mouth to remark, but Jaegar cut
him off "He's right about it being dangerous for you,
Sasha. With a war coming, the Verenthanes thirk
their time has come. Your father might wish o protect
you, but o power in Lenayin is absolute—its a great
blaeingact—and e rds a fd you 2 merace,
Torvaal can' profect you. Today is ust the

st inke of may.

All because the stupid Larosa in far-away Bacosh
coudrit stand to live side by side wilh the sein A
dull panic settled in Sasha's gut. R wasn't fair, Baedyn



was her home. It scared her, all this talk of leaving.
She looked at Jaegar desperately. At Teriyan, aler,
and witha concered frown

“What do youthink | shouid do?”" she asked them.

Jaegar sighed and scratched at his scalp. “l can
only realy give you counsel where the affairs of
Bastin arsconcamed,Sasha. Ks o my pace o be
giving instructions to the ki

“imootesking b mnmons o i st sho
tume oo it 3 i sdice |
cant sk Kassigh, N subborh a a Mo o al he
Nasi-Ketfs talk of oper-mindedness—he either tells
I vt dontwent et o mean e crn
dictate the um:

o v e ot arrt you?" Jaegar asked.

Sasha folt uncertain. She shouldnt, she_ know.
Kessligh had devoted twelve years of hs iie to her.
But now, he asked for things from her that she did not
know if she was prepared (o give. “Yes," she sai

ety
Jaeger shugged, boadly “We are Goorenusl
Sasha. We believe in following a path. Your path is.
with th Nasi Kot Parhaps you Shodd go wih your

uman:
Sasha stared at fim. *And abandon the Goeren-
o

Are you our saviow?" Jaegar asked, with an
eyebrow raised
(5227 plrked. | nver said...| mean, | never

ety tay?”
You don't wart me 102" A lump threatened to grow
inher tvoat

Jaegar sighe “Fs ot sbout it ek Seste |
‘am headman. | am also umchy, the spirittalker. [ help
1o e pah desired by he i Especiatyinte
young in the Wakening ceremony ar
plhcoss ot care whatIwan.The pahis ymls bt
oryyoucandocii f ousl o

“l carel” Sasha prolested. ‘I wu ot ik 1 can
help, if you don't thirk Ml bring
outlo, fhan 1 lavol 1 dont wark 10, bring bose
bastards down on Baerln again, |just wish someone

before the building desperate emotion escaped her
control

Teriyan caught her arm, hard. Ml tel you,” he said
frmly. | don't claim to be some spirittalking wise man
o my ond hor. [ Jaogr smied. anty. St |
think you shoud stay

ved s o omers e isorgamod il of
Cryliss warriors across the upper slopes, ..fs been

*S0 he tums all his most loyal chiefiins and clans
into noble families as reward for service, but oly then
iscovers the Goeren-yai and the vilages worit sta
for it 50 he waters down the nobles’ powers {0 avoid
civl war. The nobilty bought it then because it

{ry 1o increase their powers by steaith...but a century
laler and theyre growing impatient. King Soros
romised them ey be Ukfedged bl ks ke
inthe Bacosh ol impick puppet
it let them win, Sasha. You matter to the.
eoe.e»ya. Damn it, Kumaryrs right to worry about
you, far more than he is to worry about that buffoon
Krayiss. Of al the royal children of Baen-Tar, you'e
who truly loved the Goeren-yai. t means a lot
topeope, Sasra
The second,” Sasha said quietl. “Krystoff loved
the oarmnya oo
he did," Teriyan agreed. "But Prince
Keyaot It Boer o-anaony koow o o0
Soldiers he served with and servant gis working in
the palace. You live here. The spiris are bound to the
land, Sasha. They Ive in the rocks n the hils, and the
5 of the forest, and the dirt beneath your feet.
Youe the first of il Lenay royaly to be here, and to
foel . Im ot itching 1o lead some damn rebelion,
Sasha...but damn it, you know what the stakes are in
this. Wa noed allthe help we can get. And if men get
desperale enough that Krayiss looks fike the only
alternative. . then Spirits save us."




Tears prickled in Sasha's eyes. She
breath, pig-smeling air and al. Thank you,”she said.
i help. | ave (o tak o

men say he used to fsten (o reason. Peraps he st

Kot
“Then we'l just have to see what we can do about
that” Sasha replied. with firnin resolve. “Shan't we?"



(Nine

Sonv e 8 1 0 of o v msg
rd, watching the miking chaos of and
Lolrs e g oo 4 foncied cions
Splashed  across nelghboutng  buidings and the
e vl oG T iy Ao ves
a hr side, tying (0 hod a spare
prcesssHoad o v of o 1. oo s
Tecognised Damon,  surounded by
Gldeman, bor g o o4 it icis ve
areenof
v tramod, avetands nshig o ke hs
orse, she caugrt sight of a second group of very
iflerontriders. They wore the dar skins and leathers
ofhe Goorersya, e hir fong and wid, some wih
rings in their sars hat gited In o orchgnt, The
arvr o by ors vas i ony aricalon—
green wih tvee diagonl black sies
an i parica was ging ot hnge v
g cotwinatusiybears s
\nyse's were clearly wmg ‘Dn Anyse,” Sofy.
scmded e, i barey i
Your Highnoss Wil calch a il Ane said
stbbory.
"Noute Geting we,you shoukd be moro woried for
usel.

“Gosramyai dotcatchcils Aryso spied. Onty

stubborn princesses who st
thanto venture out on swmvy s

roaching, his mud-spattered

boot slasting n Dmmes In his ful colours, amour

recogrised_him...unt he

ol o i b vevea\ng a face tired and wet with

rain, his dark hair plastered flat to his head. He saw
s i

Sofy refrained with difficuly from hugging fim,
sting tasdfor s s kisson ot s ks,
Walk with me her. 'l must present Lord
Ky vmmeﬂ\ateh/ s aber. No.doim boro o
things to

“Lord Kray{\ss\“ Sotygasped,tuming o walk at s
ide. "So thats who that

s big m: the beard s!”
Ny g g o comr smys head, walking
iisad o or hoals brgeid a Ryl Gusrdsmn

no ook Damona rom o

et happonsd? 5ol asked Damon as they
followed the torchbearers toward Soros Square. Why
is Krayiss here? Did he come wilingly? | haven't
been abl (0 discover a thg laey; i baen so
frustrat

Bamon sied ity ‘Sasra fought a duel against
Farys Varan, son of Udys Vara

Solystared at him, aghast. °A duell Is she...7"

“Our sister is well ed, with more:
than an edge of t “Farys is not” Sofy clasped a
hest with a gasp “Krayi

apparenty took this as a sign from the spirits...one in
particuar he caled the Symich. He now claims
Sasha is guided by the Symich and has placed
himseif under the protection of her word. Otherwise,
m sure he and Lord Usyn would be fighting to the
death ight about now.

“A duell” Sofy exclaimed once more, in disbelief.
Past that amnouncement, she'd heard
Damon said. “What was Sasha doing fighting a duel?
swore to me youid look afte her
Sofy” said her brother with exasperation, ‘one.
does not look after’ Sasha, any more than one looks

 bamonsaid
sombrsy. 4 marhr Kool well” Sofy gazed at
him. Ho seemed more serious, somehow, tan wher
7o 1 . Mot adut e ook i eys wos e

matters far
rter s ol rior 1o e e, ere had




been so many of those.
“What is i, Damon?” Sofy asked him. “What
happened out there’
Dermon sighed and ook s head. T tll you
lter;” he sai
e mu opened oto Soroe Square, @ vast
e paving cenired by the Verenthane
i Men:y Onthe left were grand prib e bukings
the square with omate facades, pillars,
arches and windows. To the righ, the grea front gate.
opento e tsffc of saryevring and surounded by
many guards who warmed themsehves near
blazing fires beyond the wal
“Sasha sends her love,” Damon added.
‘She is coming to Rathynal?” Sofy asked.
*She'd better,” Damon said darkly. *Kraylss will
ke s shs dossi

A Kessig

e e mpression” Sof wes gl fo hear

o ot retos, e were probably only
three men she'd known in her lfe whom !

harm; H Koeryg and Yuan

15 uikenase, A et somenow,when he ored a
Sof shefl s 8 b saw sraiht tvugh er

Onwek she ighed, ning 1o get ner thoughis
bk 10 crler. “Wors ecrl. | svear i go sy
rying al”

ot Kottgnw o, g e ovns oo
ing," Damon reassured her
o7 Sol sai, wih 2. sudden, humorous
inpiralion. ~oute ceriain he woukr e 2 omal

rhaps a tour of

o fower ‘arrangements? Arangemenis are all the

fashion n Petrodor now, it becorming quite an art”

oo oy artosny Kossign

“Not true!” said Sofy. skipping sideways 1o jab a
delighted finger at him. “Kessiigh loves gardening,
Sashars old me all about his precious vegetable
palch She says he even grows ythala flowiers in rows.
between the vegetables because they/re good for the
soil”

Damon sighed and swiped at his flattened hair,
Pow a litle damp in the ight rain. h are
Srarge o sakd i st S coest
have much tme for flower arranger

1 dort keow sbout et oo Toves 2l wid
things

“Evacy She woutit undersiand why you noed to
cut its head of to make it look pretty. And Id agree
withher”

1 least it wasnit the two of you who fought
‘Sofy said with a mearingful sideways look.
 sonds My e ol booome o et i
with Damon nodded glumly, but fis

oms making @ ghsty sibouete aganst my
ot Spres of v Santmbetion Tl
Somred o e rght -Damen. whats wong? why

Damor's jaw tightened as he walked. I sent @
scout from the Falcon Guard to follow the Hadryn,” he
said in a low voice. “Several scouts, actaly. They
vokaeered, | wes woried our wiss Lord Usy migh
do something stupid.”
Like?"
"Aack the Udah”Damon sed grimy. Ever i
of Goerenyai trouble Krayiss,
o comarery bl o sy by 2 good an

fecades. And wih father's
ind s is il | ot know et g trem.

ind everything about
hose’ 0 voueln except et . Padnn hod
wanled to destroy the Udalyn since long before there
Was ever a Lenay king. Bu she did understand some
of Damons resporaibiies on ndss o Iescme
provinces beneath the king's banner.
Showsd 1 Send Soous 20103 tho Hadhn borderr
o sskd sy,
Theyre scouts

amon said shorty. “Wild men of
Lenayin Tho g0 whers e pease. ac. Ik 158,
theyokrteered-

Sofy guessed that the answer to her question,



therefore, was “no.” She gave her brother a long,
isghing oo T hope you know what youte i
she said quietl.

Damon sighed. Me.

T processon passed e ids sops lading up
1ot doors of e reattsmpl. Te Royal Palace
loomed opposite, 5 ey tall windows ablaze

ight. guards waiting a the doors 1o the Grand o]
entance. Trey crossod o 10ad fom o fomplo ©
the palace and cimbed the wet sairs, Damor
Tecaling s marmers o ofe an amn & s St
approaching hose doors

rand foyer, with tle-patiermed floors
i famiy-ongdead, ten ot o
proper. The ceiling arched high overhead, beneath
e o orermas, randoters g susperded
along the halfs length. The processior's footsteps

d in the vast space. Groundsmen exiinguished

Scurried, preparing to open the doors o the trone
all

*Are you imited?” Damon asked, as Sofy showed
o sign of stoppi

‘Assuredly” Soly said sweetly.And it was Damoris
tum to fix her with a wary glance. A princess at the
king's formal business? Surely not. But Damon said
Pothing.

“The servants hauled the doors open with a squeal
of weight-bearing hinges. Damon and Sofy walked
he thvone hall together,its many tall columns forming
a row down the central aisle toward the raised dais

stood 1o ater
vl et magiaion or wheier hoee erds oy
were as aftenive and edgy as they appeared.
Cotalny e wers » ot of e an i brs
seemed uncommorly near their weapors, resting
pon o W of 8 Sword o with fuambs ke o 3
belt

The ing 5o at o foa o e tvee-iep dels in
close conversaion ith Koenyg and Father Dalryn—
the Archbishop of Lenayin. The king g

looked up at Damon and Sofys approach. and the
rocessiontrtvaed e

the last moment, Soly disengaged Damoris arm
and sioed dermrey o e sic. oors 14 owie

fous of colms and uards, webressed nobily
lockad on thirspressions boh ious.
eyiss was ot ot of e proiesa s
oo In Baon T b Rl o BoonTar s
crowded with important lords and ladies

romal oot Lonain
son” said King Torvaal, his hands on Damorrs
shouders. H face i s dar, cose-inmed

beard, passive as fis formal black
s, Verenhons bk e hose ot archbishop.
Trm obur o iy, News pceds s of 8 iss

averted at Hallryn. Yot dofails are lac

saw, was guardec re ression
. She woud spot it and suspect him of
concealment. She wondered if their father would. No

justice, and has accomparied me to Baen-Tar. He
awaits your audience even now.

A srease divded King Toas dar brows, ver
5o fainty. “And how did this come to

Samon oxlined. T eren. v h same
faint, dark frown. Soy felt her heart beating faster.

privileges as a daughter of Lenayin were renounced
twelve years ago. The king is not bound by her wor
Damon's jaw seemed to tighten, ust a litle. “She.



saved lives, my Lord,” he replied. "Lord Krayliss
adnitied o kiing Lord Rashyo, though ho caims ust
cause A sch e s e oy oo uror e
King'slaw, and Lord Usyn Telgar was merely
10 et wong dous Lo Kyl detemy oo
Gamand e st 0 youe i, To nires your
Lo st 1 o ptore oot
facyn armies and dofeat him by force of arms, or
o sres o o o ptded oy Soshari
An assaut would have Gost hundrads of ives on both
sides, and perhaps sparked abroader confict
between Taneyn and Hadiyn that coud have cost
thousands. | deemed the second option more
sersle. s bessg my Lo
‘Sofy saw, appeared somewhat amoyed,
atbosg e 1 ek T ers. Srrecsin
romained unchanged. He considered his son with
ihoughtl dark eyes, wittin a face that might have
been handsome if it ad ust once shown the aintest
it of levity. And that thought gave Sofy  familar,
elachol sadness
al nodded. You did wel, my son. he said,
iy Damcn seomed to rlax a ite. * il soe Lord
Krayiss
oary mado a gesre {0 e guard a the nd of
the hall and, once again, the doors squealed siowly
open. Damon and Soly moved to Koenyg's side as

They swaggered, with heavy, muscuiar steps, swords.
swinging against their legs. Their hair was long, tied
with apparenly random braids. Gold glinted around
necks and along ears and, despile the uniform glow
of many lamps, it seemed somehow that the ight only
came from their right, for al the mer's left profiles
appeared cast dark nto shadow.

At their head strode a huge bear of a man, abriste
with wild hair and beard, and a sword 50 enormous its
leather binder squealed as it swung rom his belt. His
girth was greater than two Damors, Sofy reckoned
with amazement, and Damon was a skiny lad no
longer. His clothes were all leathers and skins, and
his boots were patiemed with. iniricate, beautful
stitching. Only when he and his men drew cios
Soly see the equall intricate tattoos across the left
side of their faces. Not all Goerer-yal men wore the
fatioos, Sasha had told her. Those who did began o
add the first strands after the Wakening, the Goeren-
yai ceremony of manhood.

T conrgert b bk e .
staring about them insolently. There wer
o on i A Sy oekoned S resiten o
the guards had seemed on edge. Disquiet
spread throughout the hall, a_disbelieving, angry
murmur. R grew louder when Lord Krayiss took a step.
forward and stared directl at the king with no sign of
obeisance.
“Kneel before the king!" Koenyg demanded. King
Torvaals expression remained impassive. Krayiss's
sare tunad 1o Koang,.Two Cark. buing eves
within a bristing mass of dark hair. The fur coat over
s hoge shouders added 1 e bear ke eflec. To

P Wi vt s of e, I ppesod
© st in humor good! Honotr shouid be
Gtonde ol O oo . s ot
f ol Larayin e o i of e ke 0
rigorouslyas
o Kempss. ool before e dais, and s
contingent aid ikewise. His oyes, however, did not
Jower. Around i, 10 angry mumuring conlinued:
Sofy found herself womenﬂg at his accent—it was
ot ke the norther accents she had heard, from
men of Hadryn, Eamerw and Ranash. In Lenayin,
one colid never avold the quesiion of languages
when delermiing a marls kyalies. Some said that
e soonar 'l peols, s i morer
Ko ny Loy b et B wat
Vodd it cost o krgdon o s <0 s of o
ancient ways forever? Men ke KraWss would never
S for . And, Qi posso, women ke Sasha

rd Krayiss,” said the king from his throne. Sofy
noted Duke Stefhan and several of his Larosa



contingent watching from between the columns. She
wordered what they woud make of s very Leray
oo, My son fems e ta you e rdden o
Baen-Tar o placo yousol wiin e prtcion.and
1 sl of o King' . 4 cortct
o Nor Kayiss said proucly ooking s p—
he eye. Another angry mutterng from the crowd. ‘lam
e e oty o To anlot popl. b0
fast of the rue Lenays. K is we who are here to juige
your law, King Torvaal. We shall uige it and we shall
seeifwe find ltworthy.”

The king raised a hand to foresiall the angry words
fom the crowd. His manner was calm. “And what
expeciations do you hold, Lord Kiayess, of my
jstica?”

Kiais smiod a da, upleasart s Wo in
Taneryn have fiad a hundred years experience of te
Yersrane rge, g Tl A e yersof

red years of Vererthane
ey and yconans s o e by o vry
s of Loy, e port e | bl
s the st remaining Goerenyai chiofain in
Lorcyin Ishanthold oy reath ot your o

¥ you have ot cast yourself upon the kings
jstice.” Koenyg said oudly from Damorts side, “then
Lord Usyn Telgar's claims of vengeance sil t
A youvitin s ing's s, Lo Keaes, or aro
you

e, o4 e ot wouk you? Keyiss
growied at Koenyg. *An outight invasion of Taneryn
by the bloody-nanded Hadnn fo remove  this
mischews Lo Kiapss ono and for s Btk

ince Koeryg! Not as lalented as the great
Gopaie P om0 prty | it
240 bua great end o Gosrenl o Lenayns
. ualy

Kcerwg imed. viren i sl o s b
the lowtands, he woud! Make us abandon our farms

cr ‘come raiding and the Hadryn can rape
our women and steal our fivestock with none of us
here to do a damn thing about it”

“Thats enough 1" shouted one noble from

crowd, as ohers yelied their disapproval, and
sty b uarts war mons concamed i
contairing the observers than guarding the
Rocparthe kg s s Kroviss seod
emorsd bafors e ais s gezed proucy bt
n he had caused. From his

Tovaal sy wachos. T ries began o oo
Krayliss wasrit finshed.

Oh, you thirk m joking, dorit you?” he boomed to
the hall at large, sweeping them with his shaggy-
browed stare. ~You think Im just giving the prince a
Jab or two? Then what by the spirits is he oing
here?” Krayliss levelled a thick finger at Duke
Stefhan. "Yes, you, you perfumed, imp-wisted
wystych!

Solys eyes widened. Sasha had toid her that word
—itwas common 1o old Valhanan Lerei such as was
il spoken i m e vl rear Bastin and o e

ast language of Taneryn. t meant sexual self-
gmnﬁcaﬂun Sasm had said. Between friends, it was
a joke. royal courts of Baen-Tar, it was

aangevuus pvuvc:aﬂun
hold.” Krayiss continued wih glee, *a duke of
L .osa e most defesed Bacosh poice of e
last greatest losers in all Bacosh
Nslnry\“ i ke i, sovaat o e ek
on with puzzied concern. Those, Sofy reckoned, coud
ot penetrate Krayiss's thick accont._and just as
well. The duke simply stared, dark and cautious
benealh s fiinge of curs. “Here in Baen-Tar for
Rathynall Fancy that! Recruiting wiling fodder for your
armies, are you, Master Duke? Please tell s all, what
is the good Prince Koenyg's going price for the lfe o
a poor Goeren-yai famer these days? Three pieces
of copper? Four?

“We in the provinces are not stupid. We know that
the king's favour has swung with each heir. Prince.
Kool aied o be NasKeth ard lovdthe

e, 50 bl e e e g i s,
o ooren . mvbermers copepia o
Prce Kol Incombt wit e Chertuen N
S0 that the good, devout, Verenthane Pr
Sk ke e ot A now they get thir revird!
Doritthey, Master Koer

Deatny sikonce. Sofy couid hear the shock. Couid
feel it emanating from the very stones. She had




expected another uproar, but there was nothing. The
typical Lenay response to such dastardly accusations
was anger. But his...ths fell more like fear. Was that
it? Were al these Verenthane nobles actually scared
o Lord Krmfies o et e e sty snormosly
verstepped k of 10 retum? Or were they only
e ot cod e o e an oo
the enire kingdom? Sasha had said often that the
Goeren-yai wouid never follow him...but what if she
was wrong?
‘Sofy found herself staring at a Royal Guardsman

o the
{atioos on the left side of his face and long, braided
hair spilled from beneatn his gleaming heim. So did
pearty ol e FoelGuar i wou pppen 0ot
the povertl peaple in is room
Tose b in open rebelon? I e Roya Guard were
splt down the cenire? F all the provincial armies
divided along the ines of teir aith?
uddenly. she coud feel the fear herself. Sasha

Surcy ers was need Iming, moderate voice
fo counter Lord Krayliss's provocations. But
i iss, renyai

Tebity had.taken achantags of the Coumats

it meant that Verenthanes would not have 10 deal with
their rural cousins' exasperating, uncivliset
adtors, mu been soeasy and soratorsl, a e
nommaly disinterested
Gocrem ysl o signs of real anger with
the tone i cerur cid e price of tose scions
come sharply into the light. Now, the Goeren-yai
ooksdtor leadersmp and foun ol Lord Krayise
ught 1o herself. No wonder
et s il oagad Varonbens rtlos now
looked a ltle pale. Krayiss was picking a fight Now,
red accept

“Lord Krayiss.” said the king, rto that silence. “You
have ridden to Baen-Tar fo submit yourself 1o my
justice. Yet you make grave accusations against the

vone and against the thvone's
bello patyour nendons ar s s you

e Kings jtice has 2 champion i (e eyes of
o Goaromyai- Krayiss. ranokd. -Hor rame. 5
Sashandra Lenayin. Her uman is perhaps the
greatest warior Lenayin has ever known. b
of my people, her uman's path was guided by the
great Synnich, the most poweru spiitof these lands.
Now, we have seen with our own eyes that the
Symich guides the path of Sashandra Lenayin also. |
submit 0 your justice, King Torvaal, on the condition
that Sashandra Lenayin shal atiend the proceedings
and shal speak only the tnth on my behaif ks on her
credit, in my eyes, that your justice rests. Nothing
more do lask.

*Sashandra Lenayin,” said the king, “bears neither
rark or rdege Wit he kg’ i Sofy coud

wLord Kayis's eyes glar, ever

o inty, a5 f soming an op the ki
continued, “for the purposes of that e e
Ponoath tho autoriy of Kossigh Cronomerdt, who

s in tum beneath the authoriy of my son Damon.
Your dlaim s vl Lord Kayiss When she arthe,

indra Lenayin shal spea for you

Ny king s wise” s Kreylss, wiha sight, amost
cking bow of e heac. "May y ing sl pon the
throne for many, many years o co

4800 Npar srtre 1 e gunet cambars cn
the uppermost foor of the Baen-Tar palace and found
i helrdsof Treo wafing for . Lord Rodk, of
girth and white whiskers, standing by the blazing
Trepics wiin & 6 of e In ang. 2 ol Lors



was due to be wed within the year—a handsome man
with a big jaw and heavy features, yet clever eyes.
Jaryd's gaze settied upon Lord Tymeth Pelyn, a wide,
bald man with hree chins and i-itling robes that
struggled yet failed to hide his dimensions. Lieutenant
d been his brother. Lord Tymelh's
o1 d upon th heirof Trse s e waked across
the flagstone floor, nblinking and
Thore wero fiteen lords in al, Jaryd etod, o of
twentythvee in all Tyreo..but some were more

than_others,
traveled o BaenTar for
discorcering lo e lf BaenTar i nomalty
s iy far avay,and e o o
later and find all these grand figures of Tyree mhllwy
Gathorod and waiig fo . Sanyds ather sat on 4
eir etors s bod. tied in cos o res ekt
green. His thin face was nd sweat beaded
o il e e nat g o v
his face and there was a cup in his lstiess hand. His
eyes barely seemed to register his son's approach.
“Father,” said Jaryd, a
kissed him on both cheeks. & was shocking 1 recall
Vat s fahr b ony ot freo summrs; Jand had
seen sixy-year-olds with greater vge
overly warm and smeled sweet, oot e Yo
summored me
"My son sid the Great Lord of N h-s voice
hoarse. “You retum wi Krayiss in custod,
oo sood dlonsans Jand observed Wasrt
o e ater. o depasce sy
Nt with which he was even femotely
oo e o e Faleon G, reee Toesh
company, ino batlle (o restore the king's peace and
e fer rmaied unnpressed
ve brought all of him back” said
Lord mm, s'.mkllq his whiskers. “Just his head,
lad”
JRwasrit my docision Ja seid sorty. Prince
Damon was in commar
o sy s Lo Paramy, s bl eyos cold
‘A Kessigh Cronenrc wes ony alorg (o pick
flowers from the roadside. Where is the great Nasi-
Keth, amm
Wit e nBasthns | bebes ssld . Ho
hooked a hand into fis belt near the sword pomme,
his weather-stained cloak tossed back from one
shouider. k made him look good and he knew it
P

he did not stand up to Cronenverdt. Now things are

wor
e rode 1o resor e Kirg's posce:’ Jand
a flown. “Peace was achieved, at a
rinimal Cos. and how Great Lord Kraytss sl face
ing's justice. How do you accuse Prince Damon
ofanyfaut”
Lod  Redyks expression became faint
mcvedu\cus “Any faults Ave you mad, boy? At s
Rathyral, we push for power. For a full undred years.

o so. Now, the king needs us for his lowiands war.
He wil grant us what we want, or else his cor
army shall be comprised of Royal Guards and kitchen
nds,
poaords st preser e g wih a e
face at his Rathynal to demand nobe righis.
s, e vryface of i ok
into our midst? Are you m:
ot was wio. ot sl ueston had besn
asked. Jaryd bristied. "And thats your only concer
about Lord Krayliss?" he asked coldly. “What about
he Goeren-yai? You want to kil the last remairing
Goerenyai_great lord, from the only province in
Lenayin without a ruling Verenthane nobilty, and
you'e not woried abou the anger it may cause the

fural folk?”
Pahl” Lord Redyk waved a dismissive hand. “The
pagans nearly came 1o blows just pitching their tents

ui

camp sites. They're the last of our concems—haf of
hem et o ki Lord \rayiss o mch as o do

“They won' mind im dead, but they wil mind him if

! You know what the pagans are like,

vy aling oversechalrer o ke gand gestrss

ism, waving their cocks for all o see. Krayliss



fefy us in our demands to the king, you wat
He'l refuse (o partake in the lowands war and he'l

shame the other pagans info doi
“I disagree,” said Lord Arastyn, mildy, from Jaryd's
olher side. Jaryd suspecied thal Arastyn, unlike
Redyk, was stil on his frst cup of wine. I his other
hand, he held an omate warhom—one of the
chambers' decoralive artefacts. He had been
considering it, offandedly, while the others talked.
“The pagans wart war. Perhaps the Tanoryn do not.
orthe eastemers, for the serin have long travelled to
ris and are admired there. But the west and

people, yet for a m.wms been ltle but pea
Zave o usa, shpid horour squabbios betwoon
vilages. Let alone, Goeren-yai will fight themsalves.
Trose fok 1 th souhand westvart s glorus ver

relve th tales of their ancestors. And (o the, Lord
Krhes 525 e g et a0 s

Jad krew bt s fatrer ot iy of Lord
Arastyn
Galdy o W son. He famiy ad boen oy e
Tratvas b e rsson

o wost. parbapsl Lord Rodtk

et Buk Troe 5 hoRr oo ot v Lo
Arastyi Holire an foods ake e s and wes,
the one place where Krayliss does have an influence
is right under our bloody noses! And in Valhanan,
where that bloody Nasi-Keth and his wiid bitch hold

fog to Verenthane lords. | know these

eopi. ey, Dot e oy Mk
f orly o good friend Great Lord Kumaryn would
have had the balls to move against Cronenverdt and
Ha blch saer- Lo Paramys rutesd, Fsh o
Krayis,then threl be roule. DId you
a0 her the Symich? What the el is a

i
Jaryd listened 1 the argue, but his thoughs wore
wandering. He thought of the i, with her short hair,
lively eyes and, it couid not be derved, fim butt
As pretty as her sisters, when one leamed o
disregard the unwomanly presentation. And crazy as.
ngst these. mer

presert, who called her names and wished for her
downfall, coukd match her with a sword o on a horse?

Jaryd Nyvar did not know much about a lot of
things, but he knew honour. His father thought him a
simpleton, and had often wondered aloud what he'd
done o 20 ispease e gods tat ey voud g

himself with his gifts as an artist. The latler skil he'd
been too embarrassed 1o practise, lest the other
noble boys laugh at such gilish pursuis...but his
tutors had noticed. He was obuiously ineligent, they
said. He was just lazy. He was not applying himseit
hard enough. His head was so ful of horses,
‘Swordwork and pretty girs that he had lost il sense of
priiies
become <o lred of hearing ose accusalons

Piadproiari might as well make them
least that way he'd have a ltte fun

He'd discovered soon enough that the commonfolk

didn't care whather he coud recite Torovan poets o
ke serse of the taxman's books. To them, he was
hero, he'd enjoyed vastly more than

"
i father's concerns, which were therefore akso their
fathers concems. Some of them had teased him

about His lack of scholarly skil, for which Jaryd had
meclessy lormeried thm n e pracis yerd ot o
tre lagand . They aam Iked. et b Jayd
e e wae el 1o e Grom Lovshp ot
Tyree and couid best them at all the things that should
ly mater of a young Lenay man. What were they
going to do about t?

“My brother is dead,” said Lord Tymet, which
sopped a conversaton immelatly {wish o o
Pow it happs

o tares o face fim. Pen were 2 pover
family with a large hokding in wester Tyree and



access fo lands that could become a large source of
revenue shouid the lords get their wish and force the
Kig o show e axsuh s,

Oddy. Jang found imsel recaing e gifs
scaring abou lands ar aves. A of e deah of
Lord Ayt of Neysh n e outh,aer he b ted

o impost ion without theking's. lea
Wore ey al ook e sancing here n Baon Tor

Ceaton Lo Tmets yes addod
lo Jans disconirt T wes o worg. Hed
thought the gir a fraud, b

{ommidabl wario Hod ovehths faneras ool st
and fair, yot he'd seen now how fiercely the Goeren-

always thought his noble peers basically honourable,
with ' few nolable exceptions...bul hed seen
Liewterant Reynan Pelyn attempting to put a blade in

shame at 2 ‘was not a brllant man,
rhaps, was _ honourable. - Honousaby
behaviour, with the stanch, blade and lagand hook,
i browht him e any e happiness he'd eve
He bomr wes soabivg gt e
somelmng pure, and something his, that no teasi

Tom i poars o contemp o is ks coull over
stroy.

kiled your brother, Lord Tymeth” he said, with as
much firm disdain as he could muster. *Sashandra
Lenayin won a duel against Farys Varan of Hadryn,
ne of the nortr's best swordsmen. The Hadiyn
proved dishonourable and attacked her following a

fai victory. | moved to defend the victor, with the rest
of the Falcon Guard, and in uing coniusion, |
saw Lieutenant Reynan ve his blade

125 o sound in the palace guest chambers
bu\ the crackling of the fire. They had aready heard,
Jaryd saw.

me men stared in open hostiity. Others looked

t each other, as if wondering what now might
Rappen Lora R wore & dark frown.Lord Arasy,
a serous contemplation. Great Lord Aystin Nyvar
wore no discemible expression at all. He had barely

again. he shoukd be biamed for sometfing that was
most certainly ot s fault, Which one of you ordered
it?” he demanded, scanring the lords of Tyree vith his
ne of you ordered something so

dishomoateIcanudorsta a man deidng it
Tyreo e better of with Sashandra Lenayin
3hat bt do so oy cocha Mot 1 o i o
e uho rtered o dead o s desanes death far
more than even Lieutenant Rey

Ve fahercleared s s, Tha woud b me” he
said. Jaryd stared, is breath caughtn s troat His

T supiss o dssans death T gockghe
all men what they des
"oy ahiays 5d have more wid than wis,” Lo

i s a treat, The moment for Lenayin's
nobilty has come. We can afford no division and no
obstacles. Krayiss is one obstacke. Kessigh
Cronenverdt is less so, for he was ahways more Nasi-
Keth than Goeren-yal, but his bitch s not. A royal
Goerenyai was always the dream of many. Best tat

itdoes not happen.
"You never fold me!" Jaryd bristed. "You never
ted e wihour lars! Wiy
Why?" r snorted a laugh, as equaly

umotsess a6 he amil. ~Look atyou You ik e
piteous whining surprises me? | did not el you
because | know my son. | know my son better than |



My honour displeases you?™
“Honour s the last refuge of a fooll” his father
sntiod Honour i e exuss for aiecs o bovsy
wards 10 take heell This is honou
Bobed o oty oréingor at e men Soning
our fami Your sl Yo it These tings
you_ honourable, no more! ¥ you do not
oo bt bon your honour is no more than
sarns nyour ot s boad on o rands”
110k chlenge. my Lo Lord Timeth idly
have o wish o, but my brother has josvocd
Famiyoreu,m
ndeed,” said Great Lord Aystin Nyvar, coldly. ‘But
& crallengscanbo mvertec. v tad vord fom o
friend the Great Lord Kumaryn of Valhanan. He has.
heard Sastanira. Lorain 1 rosporsivie o1 s
asit, ot myson 80910 ed o cissuee i of

e o diference;” Lord Tymeth repled. 1
how the tth, and the trh cannot be.

am makes o difererc” Lord Ay snappec
“Have you heard nothing that has been said? We
et waslm aied ot 1t king! Horout i 10

o stharcing our cause, ot sqabing

mongst cursohes

ol ot alow my brcers murderer o escape
justicel” Lord Tymeth retorled, his jowls reddening
wi

it justice you wart, Tymeth, Lord Arastyn said
calmiy, “then youid best keep your mouth shul. Master
Jord was wiin o kings stco,you broper vas

" ors Tymeth sare atrim o o to speak
oo goig o chalenge me?" Jary said anarly.
d Tymeth? Youlre aimost too fat (o wak, let
o ﬁghl Whatwou
Ietulargson betadof my rephow Pyt Tyt
yelled. *He's equal a swordsman t you and o
soper o sas you hesd on'a pike. | sseure ot

o Ceat Lo Ay yolod,susging fom
i seal Erough i s and he broke o a ot
ing. Men came to his sides, holding his arms to
Koo i fom faling. e watchod a8 coghs
racked his fathers fral body. He did not foel much
mton beside ange.The caughig passed, sawng
Great Lord Aystin imp in s chair ke an empy shel
e el s 10 Crabonge o asped weakly
Sastardra Lerain shal bear this accusaton. My
son shall vouch for
o ooked up e eyes wateryand ple
wart me to ie?" Jaryd asked increduously.
Hisfanar wipod i 1ps witha bony rand. Bight
as a bonfir, this lad
“The Falcon Guard were there too! You cartt get all
of them 10 liel Soidiers spread gossip worse than
wives!”

*Boy's gota point said Lord Arastyn
Great Lord Aystin waved his hand. ‘Gossip, there's
ways

an stil be heard near the Hadryn border, howing at
the moon. s what e say that matters; the king can't
act on gossip Sashardra Lenayin illed Reynan
Pelyn. Didrit she, my sor



Den

L O TS o 2 Spoaars
Ridge,  sarp Wi begen fom o o

of nowhers, oling na dark, swwng
the_hils. Riding homeward at a
jallop, Sasha fancied the air smelled of

FReturing home, she urddid and washed down
the col, amranging feed and checking all over. She.
then saddled iy, Jrorpha gt past e pouse n
the darkening, blustery aftemoon, when she saw
Kessigh earivg upon e s Sbout e e mgeitie

pach Sho soerod pasi o voryn oo

“Where is Aiden?” she asked.

“Walking. His legs needed stretching."

“f Im to make Rathynal, | must lea
Sasha said shorty. “Youll be leaving (00’

Kessligh sad roting. He looked at he, with wry
consideration. Then...'Be quick with the ride, we've
some exercises before sundown and its about to

morrow;

s a good gallop,” Sasha said darky,
pating the fils neck as the young horse fretted and
tossed, smeling the rain in the air. “Are you leaving
for Petrodor?”

JQuik, | s2y” Kessigh ol it a ard ocge o
s oye.

Soura g\avad e cho. sﬂaPPsﬂ and kicked
with her heels. The fly shot off across the lower siope
witha startled snort, straight or the pathto the road,

The rain began even as she reached the foot of
‘Spearman's Ridge, light specks of moisture that
Stung in her eyes as she tumed back for home. The
filys condition seemed good and so she held I
fast gallop for a long stretch up the winding inciine she
had come. The rain grew heavier, stinging her face,

reacherous for the unwary. Soon she was party
crenched,ad et ofwalrran acros e road in
e sea
rasined rough tre Kurrgats e
ad rdcen. teirods of ooves churi
Ty i camoed s righ wn e fods oo
Bastin ard ten depariad e fokowirg morig
e siapod, o read adsmghtor
Baen-T.ar already the other lords
forfesting,games an celobratons before

i, E
would be nice. The ensmed company o 50 oy
nobles and fords would not b

Prediciaby e i sopped. Sasha yasit fooed
—approaching northerly weather in as
always as such, first some showers,  bon s sk,
then a torrential downpour to send even the snails

She retumed the second horse with due attertion to

its condition, then descended from the stables 1o find

Kessligh waiting with a pair of stanches, his own

banda padding already strapped to his torso and
hs.

High defence,” e told her as she strapped on the
e, Trae was on rumil rgacy t e marmer
a gimness beyond even s usual, hard
acioine You ot you am Glonding Fom you
horse al Perys—that's party balance and partly upper
body strengih. A girl needs to work on textra hard.”

‘Sasha shook her head impatienty as she tightened
the straps. R was bad balance, | wasrit set.

Sasha,’ Kessigh said firly, “strength is the.
foundation. Hathal is not all of svaalverd, even the
greatest sorin female fighters coud ot escape
Strength...elsa'as hathaal, strength wihin form. Lenay
men waste time buiding power for powers sake...a
svaalverd fightor must build strength and flexibiity as
the demarath alas'an hathaal~

Sasha fod e frso siaps sbou or ack. T s
strong as I need (o be for

“Speak  Saalsi. Kes.sugn " reicid. oo
tripping your tongue:

e e trying to order her




e
inseparable. Alis one. | have only ever taught you one

raw it into your centre. Find the symmetry.
Sou i tat ach how 14ng 1 foach s oty now.
only a variation of that one thing which you already
Know.”

sha frowned as she finished her straps. Gave a
yank of hard leather upon the cold, wet sfirt beneath.
Corfusion aside, Saalsi described the svaalverd far
better than Lenay ever could...or Torovan, for that
attr A word coul o ane ting. or it coud bo
il 8 st St of conkeial g
ieta8. svaaerd toke o s, atr
Slnsive or ceferave, dapending on e slgheet
slide of a foot. or the angle of a wrist (o the hit and
blade. Saalsi forced her o think, to consider every
word. Sometimes she thought that was also
Kossigns enton
series of high offensive
comiators Kosslghtscking e 59066 and
fury. Sasha defended each with a rapid retreat ar
flshing sarch, occasioaly fenrg or misdiecting
o a sidestep for the 3
oday, dia har it g ys
Kesaigts stokes e s of o High am
Xension, straining her shoulders s her arms
Sruggled o ok el o sbove het head. O,
she simply lost the grip with a hard impacl, the stanch

ht glancing stike on the
forearm as she hissed in pain ar at the
e, time an atiack came from that

o et
was ready with a hard slash and

et o Kossghs o tovrsa covg ot erd
across the middio with a fightning thud! upon the
banda tat e breat o er s

u ovrcompersale; e old e i rard, cam
S Wi 4 uhipoed e uniy ai sbot s bro
os wii a5 e rogged Ine of N foct, ou know
that's your weakness. You overcompensate and k
your 0pposing quarter unguarded. A good fighter or a
ucky fighter may find that opering and spit you. ¥ you
were less lazy on the am strength, youd be better.”

get stif. Stfivess is the surest way to limit my
ension...”

‘Bharethel, not bhareth'as,” Kessligh said. “You're
implying the theoreical,tis s praciical.” Sasha rolled
her eyes in exasperation. ‘Combat s the place where
the unikely becomes probable,” he continued. “Yot
do ot think your weakness great, yet | expioit it even
now. Few soldiers ever see the stroke that kills them.
Once more.”

The resuling session gave her a whole new set of
brises and the very nasty suspicion that Kessigh

et of o nocd Tvove ot Hgn extrson o o
long time, but she couid not recall him having
exlied t 0 russly before And she'd tought
shed been approaching his standard. | was time, it
seemed, to think again. Like on so many things, of
late.

Finally her late swing barely inercepted a siasfing
cut that collected her arm and cracked the left side of
Parhead. She subed o o ke, cthing  hrd

over her ear, as ang like the inside of a
roat e bl Kesutgh crouching opposi, held
her shouder to be sure of her balance. When she did

ol o sared o oreyes,crawi ot atrion.

*Sasha. Sasha, are you well? Focus on me." She
fried, though it hurt. She brought the hand away from
her ear and looked at it. There was blood on her

that's what happens when your shouiders get tired so
k. W rger?

ssed on il, as he moved it closer, then
furthor back, o sida o side. Her brise trawbed in
& Jamiar sigh ine where e sianch rad siuck
High defence was difficult to practise without helms.



metimes, theyd used them...but svaalverd fighters
rarely wore such restrictive amour in combat. Mosty.

they were careful and knew each offer's capabilties
well enougn o avoid injury. Mostly.

“Stand up.” She did, and found her balance was
good. (ac, thre was i,  any, dzzness. st

sl saw a uch grimy “ou ahiays e

Erisbvpr ol To the ridge and i

Socha garod i him--na omont

I combat, there are no moments (o choose. No

Sasha seriously considered fiting him. It wasn' the
first tme. Then, as now, she reffained...if or no other
reason than she was ighly uniikely (o connect. And
fistfighting was one thing she couid never afford fo do
with bigger, sronger men. Kessiighis expression was.
uttery unsympathetic.

*Fine,” she snarled, futing away o unstrap her

protest as the wind roared and water fel in great,
enveloping sheets that quickly drenched what itle of
fer doting ves not afady vel. Sasha gited rer
624 lowy e seepening palh foet
qicky saskv\g withn ber boks, g e sippery
ad achd wihoach singging
P o vl et it po uing e, and sha
curvad Kessionwithevrygeaging b
The rock e woe atiing wot b
Hating adoweys dheeie of in Secre pamed &
moment upon the edge of the hllop clearing, gasping
for ai...and could not help but marvel al the raw
power rm, the trees bending and thrashing
like wild things, the howing roar of rain and wind that
obiiterated all view of the surounding hills. There was
k as a branch broke. Then a sudden boom
and rumble of thunder that made her jump and sent a
new chill trough her soaked, cold limbs.

pounding, i pactina sl A
Dkt S T 8 o Backdned o lowd
by booming,bass umble el near sl per

o Ste rreased hr pace 2 e pohdopped

Jot o siepl i cre g ot
iha downuard
Vo anklo tisioa i a fash of pan, and sty
she was faling, crashing and roing o

oo of sk cant . s loq o vos,
spinning her about as the ground fel from under her.
and

she hadnt hurt amfthing worse than her ankie.
Unfoding herself one limb at a time from the bushes,

Cold, muddy, bruised, drenched and with a
trobbig head. she was o i aule possibly e
foulest mood she coud recall since her worst
008 tompers It oo o Some achewsmen:
Thunder boomed and rumbled in nearby displeasure
Sho hatlod ool ingry o hor ot and hised n

in at the weight on her right ane. So
Cock ey wal St worcot

Limping down o, sippery palh fock an age
Noving sowy, and insing re foo with a1 Per
Veign, s v s o socrs
oo “Gown g an oy smoh sroca
became rsacharous.Twce sho sipped again orce
slding several strides on her backside, accumulating
Jot oo nses. Firaly at o botiom of tho
Slespestdope. e s and ind ssed somowt,
b she was now shivering

s et cetenty o oo hd coased o

quickly chiled n the mud and
e Mo was Gakong e a5 she amor
from the ridgetop treeline onto_the vast, grassy
Shoier, tho packensd sky qucky 059 welevel
Gonight I ad retaned. Here on the souer sipe:

gathering gloom beneath the spidery vertyn tree.



There seemed to be a light at the rear and one at the
stables. Kessigh, she hoped, had taken in the
orses,

trer came e umisakabe shepe of 3
gauopm horse and rider along the lower

. “Come on, get p.” And stared in blark
msbehel as Sasta cortued g staigh o
on the dist

orion
For a moment, Kessigh sat in his saddie ai
watched her. Sasha thought he might simply ride
back and leave her to firish the jouey alone.
didn't care. Strangely, at that moment, she didrt care.
about anything. Movement behind her, then, as
Terjolyn trotted easily to her side.
Sastm, ot ke e ekl worse: A caim
teroffact statement. No_alarm.
Sasha o spark of Srelmpod o rlsing o
pain each cold, shive
Veatment i mght ol o you
if you keep walking on it that cnmn e longer 1 Wyﬂu
Youwon'tbe able fo.
Ay o practial conc,Aays ot about
“rol

Rerslft were Cause o amput
S, ot e & darn oo Wi tred riaton,
row. No anger. He didn' care er angry.
She was kot another stategic s b
project fnr his wmd Nas “Sasha? Im
ving you. st Uy an 0 o ors. 1 4ot e
5o o s chcish nonsone
onward. Behind, there came a fight

Gutiod, qrabing 1 . She e 0 15 hr
clear, lashing with her left fist, which caught him
sauarely e mout. e spunback sl grabbin rer
arm, twisting it as she we

Serambing 1 hr knece then o Kesshgh wenched
that arm behind her,rying to immobilise the ofher arm

now.
Sasha's left hand had found the knife in her belt
before she could think, puling it free...but Kessii

£

rollng onto her back, the left am now paifuly
beneath her and Kessiigh's own ki at her chest in
lightning, dangerous refiex. Sasha stopped stuggiing,
Yot uats ke i orsomach ke biade hvering
obvious fine

Hoodoniisower 1, whehwas it ond appenn o
swel. His eyes were dark and dangerous in the cold
windswept gloom.

'Go on and do it Sasha yelled a fis face. “Go on
and waste the last twelve years of your lf! Serve you
bloody well right, that woud!”

Kessigh biked ol e shock apidy repocng

feadly instinct

suddenly discovering overs-a pasonos swko.
Tok 3 dep gaspig breath ad artr.t wss 2
ook Sasha had before. Fear. The sight of
i gave ot & surge of wcts satfecion. Kesslgh
released hor and moved back, stll kneeiing,

*Some uman you tumed out to bel” Sasha snaried
at him, retreving her arm from behind and struggling
fo.a seat, St the knife was in her hand. “The firstone
gt ld whenyoite roocking and ten oureary

iy

Stupid, contemptible idiot ry now.
She liked this much better. “Never draw a blade on
me! Ive wamed you many times, never surprise
ko thal | Fave o saf reflexcs, Sashal The/e al
dorgerous! Al s
e for anyting
S e our.



perfectl When's it going o dawn onyou‘ " iser
Swordsman?”

Kessligh sared at er, increduously. "What n e
ning hells are.

“Youve never «mug about anyone but yourself in
Jour ahe Sastod 1o, v you? Jou gt i ou
from Petrodor all those years ago to save the poor,

suffering Lenay people—you did it for yoursell
ousef and you own supid, bind conicton tat
your view of the word is al power

“You didrit save Lenayin ecaume it vas the
thing o dol You warted paymentl And you took it!
First you took my brother, the person | loved most in
all the worid, and then when it got him Killd. its
suddenly my tum!”

“Don't you ever suggest | never cared for Krystoff!

I was as close as Kessigh had ever come fo
senunchyeling ter loved im e  soi”

iy s i ol you v had your oun eal
Sons? Why not infict this destiny up
20d blood Why do 110 someone 456"

*Because it not the Nasi-Keth way!” Ho stared at

ter koseing on be over dope, seeming tom

tween anger and consternation. Then he put both
e i 05 Tt oo o soverd ot
handius. “Gods biast it, Sasha, what do you want? |
gave you the life you wanted, didnt 12 You were
miserable in Baen-Tar, you swore anything woud be
betler than that Ifel Deny to me that you don't love it

i | was a pawn in one of your dar
power gxmm\“ She yelod ot . You never tod e
tyme al s sakepr”

o ¥iod 1t you s0, many v Kensigh
contined, wi incroasing Tocetnoss, “heres
oty Choicos i o You ther 1 King ad he suers
frit i Damon s o pre, et o fears e velgt
of that re | chose the NesKelh for thy
Seomed & ofor he best chance o cscape
many hardships and terrors of human fe.

tween a princoss

of Lenayin, or uma to a serior Nasi-Keth. You chose
nd 1 put it 0 you, my uma, that you have had
precious litle cause for complaint unti now. Damon
has. d far worse than you—all your sibiings
have. Royally has its resposibiliies and hardships,
bt you...you were born for this—running about in the
wids, rearing horses and learming svaalverd. Ks in
your blood; you'd choose this ffe whether | was your
Jman or not. Did you seriously think it woud go on
: a trade, Sasha

Abways. Not even you can escape It

Youled to me!” Sasha yelled at him. K wasn't fair
that o shoud sar makig sarse, now o al res.
He couldit be right. She woudn' lot him. “You never
fold me wnalnwasalahcm'Idmn’wmumserlnvyouv
blasted war

"o - seid Kessigh. Rain lasteed har o is
brow. Bloodticled a s st 1 the poitof s
Jaw. His eyes were as grim and as penetra
Sacha fad over seon tem, 1 you ik rard, youl
even recall the day.”

Sasha stared at him. Recaling, suddenly, the eyes
of Master Daran, ixed upon her with a similar, grim

BaenTar chambers. The Master himsell had
tor r chambers, after she'd aid
post reviously with a kniting needle and

draun blood, Say sherds of gsss fd spneres
beneath his foot, where 1 nts of
iorha escape oo e sooms. Sevral oy
fems of ber cranbers mishings ad disappeared
after she'd smashed them, or tied to. She'd beer

resiined, and sappad, an forceied ot deper g
st o ithad s o er ac, i i o p er

Evenlua“y althe fury, and all the urge to break and



e e o e e
‘Occasionaly he had tried to talk, and to

eason oo
“Then, Kessiigh had entered. Sasha recalled her
i suprice, S coud ot recal Keselgh over
entered her chambers before. He was a
Gt 0 of e banacks and o wlring v b
did ot bl i such mundars plcss s il gt

asked Master Daran 1o leay

e, Then hed taken the chair Master Daran had
e siing on and carid i 1o er bedid, o
jont in_uniform purp reen, with
squsakmg Loabor poos a4 coak newas SO

Hed satupon the edge of e chai and leaned
knees. His expression had

silier hats, with bells and whisties and Stupid tricks to
ryan e p.Notore of e matrons wih e
commanding, ‘motherly’ presence, to which she was
somehow sipposed o' tespord n some it of
r.m...-  cpaty Ard catainy ot by bt
Koo, ot wover pracrty ied Kl &
oy Sy novt rpace . e orod s
. Sncompromising face, and nad known tha
inike he others, e woud abays ake er serousl
fere was a man who would never fie to
never baby her and coddie her with softlies and ook
nhs. Hore was a man to whom her slim, remaining
sanity coud cling o.
offered o take you as my uma that day," Kessigh
said, above the hissing rain and distant, rumbing
under. 1eld o ot il woud mecn. | sald et
lasi-Keth and that your fulure
i belong o them And when you agreed 10
Rasty 116 yo o ik abous 1 fo seven days. On
sach day. | exaied it 1o you again, 10 e
Sasha. And you agreed. Had you
e, |k Rt qufe ey ou eyt aen v
tope and

e were tears in her eyes. Suddenly,
she was back in her room in Baen-Tar and could feel

people! | idnt think so many people wouid hate me!”
Kessiigh leaned forward intenty, his expression

incredulous. “Sasha, you picked that fight against the

Hadnyn all by yoursel! | wame

happen! Now you decide you dorit iike the taste of

blood? What's the matler with you? What do you really

wam S2sha? Al rstof s s manur. What do

Pl Jace_cortorted in it ity are you
leaing me?" she barely managed o sob, as
Compasirs o b compioly 1camdo s aore. |

Pow youre going

Enoten siagled o frd puctese i Kessiti
eyes. Ho grabbed her and hugged her close as she
sobbed upon s shoudern pang i o e
sodden, darkening

“Theres 8w coming. Sa sh. e s e
sar s shechrg I i, cesporte. T Nt et
st b storg, o oy we ca fnd @ e wny

o Gpposing sices. ve tho NasiHeh n

Petrodor are divided and weak. | must retun (o thern.
And one day soo,you st join me e, o camot
o what needs o be done

A ot whe 100k you as ) uma, | swore that |

He released her her face in both hands,
stare firmly into her tear-blurred eyes. “Wak the path,
Sasha. Go to Baen-Tar. Reason with your father and

broer Seve atidotKayises reck. fyoucan

the Nasi-Keth spread out from the Bacosh

oo of yeors 0o, ey sy o i el

rdgttermerd o a man ancs, ot by orce bt by

s uma, and |

oo vhontoat yuu Doritbe angry with me. | ove

Lonayin | oue mach o Lanain, Whan | s re

Potrodor as a young man, | swore tat | was

g it 1t Lorows ol 50 o Nasi Ko
bt 0 tht the Nasi-Keth couid serve Lenayin,

can, Sasha. You have

asha could only stare.




give. But you do. Whatever you set your mind (0, you
can achieve. It s your gift. Be very careful what you
Sel your mind to, for not all achievements are great.
But know ako that you make me proud beyond

Sasha embraced him again, and sobbed some
more. Kessligh held her. They were coid, and wet,

osaenatayed Tt o e oo was onosoh

ey ben g for vee dayeand Dan dd ot
e they tthe man Jurelyn
g guide o s ahead, keeping o small
Porsetrails that sometimes seemed to vanish in the
ecrowts kwes siing w8 sy, miesrable
downpour, and in places the mud sucked at Essey
Toovgs ko a v g,  was ky, Dard tough,
that he always rode prepared, even about the flelds of
Ymoth. Otherwise, he woudn' have brought his and
Rysha's cloaks, which now kept the worsL of the rain
and chills off their heads. Bul Mama aways wamed
of how fast the weather could change and he
never rode out without a cioakin the saddlebag.
his parents made him more miserable
il He did not know if they or his brothers and sisters
were sl alive, The wet saddle was chafing his thighs
and his back was sore, but he dared not complain.

good as him. Also, she wore a dress, which had to be.
pulled up for her (o sit properiy astrde. Her legs had
been i, e scouhad lventer spre pai
of his own pants 10 wear under her dress.
it thom row a burched e fet ot n e o,
taling paniegsasshechng o D b
ot o i and
Rysm o roneunce, o ey et (ot th S

forest as riders had passed going
The scout seemed o have very good eyesight and
had ridden ahead of them a lot to make sure they
wereisuprised Now ey wero down on e fat
close ai

G got o5t on the rarow vall. OF may
wer o, Danc ought The scou d apear o
be lot. ihovgh Ho awiys seomed 1
aybgo

“Dar m rcry: Dand roachod o s pockot
and puled ot Farcof borrcs t scout

Tere becoeta, Dot ary” e dr, They
had pete foo, for proper mesl, it hese were

for sna scout was good at finding
e growing e e e s s K 2.
et is et coras a actig muedes, Dad
thought it very beauti, even in the rain. The pi
o8 500med o e tler hero and o spints Tt
fived in such trees woud be great and majestic. He
wondered if the trees would keep getting tallr all the
way o BasTar Maybs ey’ be 5o tal I BaenTar
heidbrslybe abe o es e ops

ries tasted funny, but
compiaint. Rysha rad barely wmp\aw\gd all tip, rot
rain had started and her legs had

G, Daryd had boen amazed, and sl wae. She

reimes sauirmed and whimpered in her sleep.
Bu, come the next morming, she'd risen bleary eyed,
eaten breakfast and even insisted on helping Daryd
o saddle and feed Essey. & had been enough to
freeze all of Daryd's own complaints on s fips. I
Rysha was not complaining, certainly he was not
allowed to.

[Dar she aid afer @ . 00 o 1 s

d
3
&

Dand em\a\r\ed “King
Torvaalcan send armies o fight he Hacr

Ut what about Lord Krayfiss? Auntie Sedy says
Lord Krayliss is Lord of Taneryn and that he's our



friend.

*Papa says Lord Krayiss is just a big bag of wind,"
Danyd epies. Lord Krayiss says s a rlive of

iy, but he doesrit do anything. Papa

e ot ol terswea m bl e o ot sapn
that he is, so that people willike him.

“But why daesnl e do anyhing? I he was realy a
relatve, he'

Tarerys @ iforot provinco, Rysha, Thoy spoalc
Taast, thero..and a fow ofher things | canit
remember. They worsip e sprs dfererty Papa

ys they donit really know very much about the
Uﬂs\yn They avert ealy soon ts for @ turea
\nd Taneryris not very power very

Yeh ot e o Hadoyn S0 Lord Kmyﬁss et maves
a lot of noise, but he coudnt really help us if he
warted to.

Whst argusge doss e (drg speskr” Rysha
asked: 2 D ducked o, wet branch

ey, Evenyone arourd e midde of Lenayn

speaks Lenay, m the scol

aryﬂ it ot good o smile. He'd barely
smid intren oy, Procably we sond iy o

s Ay’ Ryt oo, dort” Tha,

0 5 nebis nd roal aro Veronares;
said Daryd. Tanerys the only province where they're
noL”

“domtie Vrantane
0 you koow ot D:lyd challenged. "Youtve

Rysha objected.
because we're ot

lots of other Lenay Verenthanes dori ke the Hadryn.”
At ocoumad o Wi | ik sk migh be

Do yuu think?” Rysha sounded unhappy at the

S cart e ifha's Soereryal. S0 he might be
Verenthane. Why dorit we by and ask

“Papa says King Tonaals a good man said
Daryd, changing the subject. ‘He's done ice things
for the Goerenyai before. Im sure he'll help us, if we
s
o 5 hrch of tread and diad mest by &
sl Srear ot st e e hom o 1o
Tain e birds were iferent hre, Dy note. L
blue and black boblails fitiered and chirped around
steamside bushes Ylow fowse bics srapped
atinsects above the ushi . Some smal, plain
o o wi long b pocked e on
water suface near the streamside, where the flow
was ot as fast. The only birds Daryd recognised

further am, where a big, roting log had
ot oo poctmihin s dom.
“The scout saw him watching the birds and tied to
reme tram fo i, Dane maraged scme of e
names, but offers he coudn' pr
e pataps ey s, D restoned e oa
old as Jurelyn had been. He was quite clean for a
soou o woodsman oo wih shor i and ek
mended clothes. He wa

oot ane v Pt some funny-smeling paste on his

toa or vt m from D Pought bt i

was_probably a

Veromare o Taar i voronbares et ¢

keep clean, and this man had no rings, braids or
fatioos whatsoever.

‘Atmidaflemoon, the scout took them offthe narrow

horses
Geappeared doun & srow il s sood st
whie Rysha supenised e Horses o ey razed on
some wild grass. R fell different, to put a s

e it et 1. 5 1 vt e s

Yl could b, sl varorary o e lked. ey
jing. Now, no matter how hard he pretended. he
Tomained ost e boy fa o home, 2ol ey



and frightened.
Rtwas not long before the scout came quickly back
up the hill, but now he had some men with him.
ceriny vero Goerenyal men, al e of rem, wih
long hair, eartings and the left side of their faces.
covered by the spiritmask. They stared at Daryd
Rysha as they approached, like men creeping uf
Some rare and magical anmal. They spoke amongst
ea rder in thei Daryd
heard the word “Udalyn,” over and over. The sirange.
men made him amious, but the scout seemed to trust

them
Friend.” the scout said in Edu—the one Edu word
he'd been quick lo leam, Pointing 10 the five Goeren-
vai men. “Friend.”
Daryd nodded, warly. There must have been a
vilage nearby, he realised. Just out of sight beyond
the rees. The vilagers had the look of men who

middie size, all looked stong, even the older ones. Al

wore sords a i s and knves it ol
yastan,” said one man, extending a

Do oy smile partig fis B e

‘Eyastan, Yuan Udalyn:

A greeting. Danyd reckoned. “Eyasian,” he replied
and clasped the other man's forearm. The mar
smHevnewma i Eachof e menad elo i at

fthem seemed to ask for
Y o repeated it over and over dehgh?ed\y on
Dand ot Wi Ry ey ot scturge e
warior ciasp, of course, but rather shook hor
Sorty o pted vt on s necd Ry Slood s
toDaryds side, andous and s
gers gave hem oo, fresh utad somo
ot foen s T e
bogan abberng i hlf sbango. s nguo, win
many gestures toward the children. Afie a while, one.
wertening bk o vlede
Daryd, what are they doing”
2io D, watchng e me
expressions and gesres ey
enied bomian, bt o
et Hatwas bocaine most i s,
t a coincidence. “These are Goerenyai men,

He realised that he didrit even know what province
they were in. Valharan? Or was it Tyree? One of the
o o decded.Laray s spoken ot il bose
men probably s native He
wiahed again tat e oo pesk ot language.

uhih Ryshe soermed o fd much ess inimidating
2 roduced a
e of et pats and Rt s wahered vy o
th evacy ofsome bushes o pu rem
ian remained behind (o look at Daryd
wllhz hsady eye, and talk with the men. Her hair was
ng and grey, with an importantlooking topknot, and
ekt i docoris aaf T mem s v
polite with her. Daryd reckoned she might be a spirit
talker, as the staff decorations held elements of il the.
Spirit levels—feathers of birds from the sky. rocks
ih, smooth pebbles shaped by water, and
beads of polished wood
hobbled ciose o peor at him, Daryd bowed low. And
hen he staigtened, venyono loked pleased. so
Y e thad bean e fght thrg o
g e v pars er
et drgse 8 rew. gt arsent Some.o! e
women seemed quite adamant about somet
men seemed more doubtf. The spiit talker ,m

Finahi one of e vomen wned o Riste
smiled in that way adults did when tying

Somoting To" axren. ‘Danys o "oty
suspicious. *Endrynet chyi" she said sweety. And
poinied back down he siope,fo whare the vilage was



B B e Sed Loge e Jas 1o on° check
Daryd, saying?" Rysha  sounded

she tirks we shoud have a rest;” Daryd

said dubiously. But the woman was only looking at
ha, not Daryd. “We must ride,” Daryd said loudy,
and pointed on in the direction theyd been traveling

aga

amproonsibi. Horantoaty s 41 o e gorte

and heartelt, and again, irected only at Rysha.
*1 think she hinks we six

nceriainy " amvery secpy.
We've

Rysha said

Daryd's fustration
moteted, Al the Usay wil have gon borng the
wall,but the wall won't ast forever if the Hadryn aftack
propery | neard Papa say s We rave o got tho
king to send help!”

e woman so0med o tako Rysh's coranyor
a good sign and took her by the hand. “Endiynet chy.
Ameth ol lysh 1 vayeiesh s She puled Ryshe

genty Daryd.
S Dany W sl g, And th ho
realised wha she was suggesting. “Nol” he shouted,
a hand on the fill o his knife. "No, you et her go! You
let her go right now!”
e sad somatingn s s paa fortre
others to reason with him, wile pul
Fosha puled ack fomn iy fear. Dy pls out
is, t the woman, his
el
“She's my sister!” he shouted. “She belongs with
me! You carit have her. Lot her go!”
There followed a lot of shouing, with the wor
protsting, backed by saverl o women Fialy
bushy-bearded _man _inferver patienty
Tomovg o womarts ra fom FRsts. Feha fan
back fo Dand and cliched his am rsiead The
woman looked upset, both hands to her
bushy-bearded man was saying smnenwg «a.cemuy
tha voman, I which s vord s
Somsniai man seemed e a igh
Gpiion of tho Udayn. The ot soparsrty owr
Dard shoaed s kil b anyo
how much s hand was shal
“Daryd, uhats oing o P asked shakiy st
clutching his
Do be scared, Rysha, | ik she st hought
‘would be safer for you 1o stay here i the village with
Yt Sho was g o prtec o k. Motrars are
Tk

She ot !y ot Rysha profsted, upset. e

gota motrer
Soou B

want 1o stay with you! Daryd, dorit let them take

way!
et st S, evnings o fon o
evening was ot al g, be

Rysha's voice when she said me wovu
caused is own froat o lghten and Hs T o rombe
He swallowed , olrdy.

The vlagers brought et more food and some
fodder 10 give the horses a broak from wid grass.
Exa fodder was packed inlo saddebags and the
spi taker mads an appsal to the loca spiis.
presumably to watch over them, Dai

dead, kiled by the Hadnyn. Suddenl, he thought he.

He walked to the woman and reached for her hand.
Sre ook Ly it e sald replssy porir o

d by Essey, wailing to mount. °|
ot e o st Shes ' v 4 pried 10

b
his hear maris eyes filed with tears and she
benl, and kissed im on both cheeks. That was when

U re not the only

people who loved their family. He coud only hope that
King Torvaal ftt the same.



Eleven

Davon woe 5 Wy toward the lagand. fiod
Downskpe, b great e iy spread aoss be
paddocks ike a forestof pointy whie mushvooms
o oreen ik, Fiogs fow abeve sach proincal
cortrgen. cobut bamor agist o summer b
The ar was v wolcome. and tho
R Daraath o s of BaercTor v v i
colour and Ife. § was a wide reciangie of hilside, by
ans an even suface, but e siope was overall
ute gt alen poss mated be gods ore
pai atach e i s e s e
onvrin spac,weairg ardcossing n st of
tre ball. e scafong caught eyo—an
St Wik t st arecod kot S oo
Goaren-ai crafsmen. He guessed i might hod as

gahered about e frepis erecled benind. e
where kitchen staff served snacks and
g ropared whole logs of lamb and boetor

roasted lunchto come.
A pair of red flags marked the entry point for
spectators kopt

ty.
“Wonderful morming for a contest,” Jaryd remarked
as Damon dismounted alongside. Damon had
contested vih the Tyree team for four days now and.

t
at all. 'We have Banneryd this moming, half of them
are heavy cavally. Wel have some bruises this

evening
A hander erded Daroris fose wile nober
randed hm M bunde of equpment Damon

scaflold, bt he coud ot o s arge

“Taneryn by eight to fou, | befieve. Ks a long
ten® Bispragngh. “Paraps. ey shoul oy
Pourgiass nies or lse well be here il krcttime.

inder royal rues the game did not stop uni one team
soed ten goas.

Saryd soamod gimmer tis morming. He ighioned
his foream sirap now, hs helm under one arm. Not
quite as tall as Damon in his riding boofs, but more
broadly and powerfuly bui. Sofy had told Damon of

some of the rumours circuiating, that Jaryd was on the
s with his father, and there had been threals and
insuls traded. iyar tion

days of coniest, he and Jaryd had bareiy il
word to each other.
Damon completed a count o the assembled riders,
2 goups of daging vl gfs gabored sty
whispering. “We're a rider short" he
e i ed

s
Danytis shouider came up sore from yesterdays
fa”said Jaryc. Ho swipod wih s ook, @ shy
curved length of wood as long as his forearm, with a
wide blade ike a shovel, and a long, sharp edge at
the end. No question about it, Damon thought—Jaryd
was angry this moming. He wondered what had
happened. I found a repi
No shortage of those,

ement”
said Damon. To represent




one's province in a great Rathynal toumament was an
honour indeed. Although, it was the radition in such
foumaments that the princes of Baen-Tar wouid not
take one side, but rather would spread their number
across the various teams of cenayin. To
as o ake o side Daron vas pessed b ko
that he at least, had qualified on meit—he did o
{oolany v of the Toa men e rods witn, oxcopt
porrape Jary. Who'dyou gor”

*Over there.” said Jaryd. poiling foward the dluster
of replacement horses, chewing and drinking from

omporary margers . wals #oughs. Damon
looked, and saw two people astride the same horse.
The first was Sofy. laughing with delight as the rider
behind g s on the reins and indicated
when 1o apply the heels with a tap on the leg. Most
ibecoming of a Verenthane princess, Sofys dress.

s pulld up nearly 1o her knees and folks in the

be a man behind? Archbishop Dalryn would have his.

head,

“The horse tumed and Damon saw short dark hair, a

lithe figure in panis and jacket, with a biade strapped

diagonall to her back. He gave Jaryd a disbelieving
ook Jaryd snorte and ene s gove.

amived _ yeslerday _aftemoon,

accomparid by o mala fiond o Saeth oel

who Damon recalled from his
stay in Baerlyn as @ smartmouth. The other was a
gangly lad who had worked the ranch with Sasha for

Kessiigh was not with her, and that (00 had sent the

rumours as wel, 100 supid to mention.

had replied with hot ones. Koemg had_asked
Sapicous qumsborn of Kesaigh and s Torhan
Trome s5d Hie—s cark._sonten
oo 2 e anaof o tabe i Wsred
Shompted 0 i o Seshe vy et ! roper
for yourg Verentane lacy o vl ne wih o
male companions. Only Myklas med o enoy
i o way ary shieen) ye-nrﬂh oy might onoy
dogs fight, or a camiage load E fhied
scm\ars faling off a ciff,
strong family was the core foundation of virlue,
ac e Vorcnanes s e Damon reckoned
s famiys House might hve a e gody e o a
Petrodor
g supid. queston: Daran
eraked g o o, i et wse?
Jaryd “As tho only Nasiieth presors
oo ooy e Nosi KeWs ropresenatvo n e
Rathynal. Fomn_dict each
reprseried pary o be i o parschote

Ao ot ansvers my question how?”
. Jay scowec. " had a b opiion of her myse

person. She forced me to reconsider. The audience.
fere loday s a it lrger, but she desenes e
chance
Seara bad fom s off manya yourg marts prce
in juior lagand toumaments across the years, in
Damors memory, and people had not loved her any
e fork B8 ook n Jares ey s.gecid fe
Tot1o be arued i A eam captin, b coukd
Pk romerar o wi
e gasp csme o h crowd, thn  oaras
n wondered if Lord
Kmyhss msol wae g Sashaand Sois tose
came trotting over and Sasha leaped off, then helped
Sofyfrom the saddle.
“Youd best prepare, Mady’ Jaryd told Sasha,
paning o e bundied gear. “One more score and

man's pants can become entangled in the stiups,



ey ot oo S
or their spurs if they wear them." He managed
iSChevous s, 'A mar' parts have been krown
o come clean off, in such an encounter.”

*I shoukd not want to see thait” Sofy remarked, in a
fone that suggested much the opposite. “Sasha, why
did you ot infom me 25 to s most unepected

pecoflagand bekore
Because ifs such a bnmg bloodihisty activty;
Sasha, opied, fatonng amguards o her s
sleoves. "You said so

“Well, perhaps one o oam to appreciate it

beer Sofy said midy wi  isciewols gance t

Jaryd, were educaled propery.
s usta bunch of vy men onorses whacking
other with sticks,” Damon said dryly. Sofy had
rever liked lagand. Her tastes were more refined.
“Why are you boring yourself with us savages, don't
you have a poetry recital {0 atend? A Larosan ode to
all but smelly undergaments dangling

from the tree of fe?”

Sofy scowed i ‘Sarcasmis e st sgn
ok iy, T

led melee of horse came thundering by,
punctenad by he yoks and grring xorton of mon
Past e waing e, Damon a3 ghmpse of
wik-haired Goeren-yai men of Taneryn astide their
it cussen, il laganc ooks ilng

Here, handing Sofy her sword in its
ccatom Theree v vt howes on o ks
Don'thand it to a guard to mind, Id rather you kept it

Sofy asked dubiously, taking the

scabbard with careful hands.
“Fs Saalshenorged and at least five hundred
- Sesra i . Provay it coud biy

Soy puled the h\ade o shml vy from i sheats
Five hundred years? R looks st

Careful! Donit phy e 4 for spis’ sake
donttrythe edge, youll lose a inger.

"k oy Sofy siapped o it back o e
scabbard. ‘Tl be watching from the box. | made
Myklas promise he'd sit with me for a while..he's
laig e oday (o Ban-Tar agairt iayen W
friend Master Serys invited

He's been playing o BaenTr province with

ot e 0 . Arshon ki ad i oxpn
the rues to me.”

“Rules, Your Highness?" Jaryd asked with a
mischievous glirt.

Oh, Masler Jary!” Sofy scokded. “Noblemen are
such savages!”

nd noblewomen find it so distressing.” said

Jaryd, with a glance toward the clustered, whispering
girs ne:

Soy looked amused. “Best that you tighten your
bl Helr of Tyse, d e 0 ¢ a yourg man ose

fore such an admiring cr

e ot Darro anch K- on . chege-
departod in a swirl of skifts. A pair of Royal
Suerdamen foowsd and the cowe pared bekore

e itk Jord sad ncortiny orwas ho
pricess fring i me st now?”
‘A pincess of Lenayin doss not f
Everyons knows

“Ive heard it said that a princess of Lenayin d
oL i Sash seid reertapuing on ot

ut Pappen o know ifren

aser Janl cor & v, anry woce Daron
med & i Pyfr Pebm pising pes e oo of

rses. “Ths is Danyis repacement” Ho poinsd
his lagand hook at Sashe.

have a problem wilh that?” Jaryd asked.

“You insut me, and you nsuit my familys horour!
ot ride with this.

“Hal he Falcon Guard know what tly happened to
your couit” Jan reorted, Y youd sk e, youd

ut o, you insist on preferring my

orareton v o your purposes!”

My father also says that Sashandra Lenayin kiled
cousin Reynan!” Pyter snaried. Do you call i a liar
t00?"

said Damon.

“Your father was not there! Neither was mine. |
Killed your cousin, Pyter. | killed him with my own



blade as he attempted to kill Sashandra from behind
like a coward! Sergeant Garys was there, he can
vouch it true!”

He poied o the sergeart,  shot, it man
with a bushy beard ar
Sergean Cas oked t Ve o, e 1o sod
reluctanty. “On my honous, you killed him, Master

Tyree'
vosnal competel ms hlckewu acmeves g,
Pyer weighi

the
e oron noW o e’ o Then
sos\ am stalked back to his horse, his fiends

o wamed on Jaryd. “Whats got into you
today?" he demanded. “Are you determined (o start a
ight? We're at more isk now from those fools on the
field than we are from the Banneryu.”
Jaryd snorled and tumed back lo his_horse,
wnanswering. “No matter, Your Highness," said
Sergeant Garys, watching Pyler's departure with a
dark stare, “we'l watch that one for you. He'l not
suse ay sccdens witoutbsfaling one imsek. )
pomie v sewral e
wero mostly not
iy, Even o Verompones morg e wer ot
overly fond of the likes of Pyter Pelyn. They had,
povere appeared 1o come 0 2 s Yo o

M anon med to Sasta, She appeared ot st sl
pertubed by the argument, stretchi
Fehind o back, gloved fngers iraced. s G0
‘ogtrough ot ere” Damon erkeed

Goor

aid Sas!
Look, | maners woma be vastly improved if you just
deciined 10 take part.

e nt0 hese irg eves, ourmeart”

Al the rationalisations, all the possible defences for
Tyree's nobily flew trough Damon's mind. But it was.
all manure and he knew it “Yes, he said instead, with
mounting exasperation. “Give in, Sasha. Just this

No,” said Sasha, ‘That's where it starts.”
“Where what starts?"
“f you don't know that, norted, ‘then you're
e s ool rra- And she e e o er
horse.

inning goal and_paraded
around the field in ferocious, fistwaving ce\ebraﬂﬂn
Then a herald on a white horse galloped orto

and amnounce iyt biiitont
his horse and the Team of Tyree galloped orio the
field. Banneryd came out opposite, fourteen big men

on big horses, holding a perfect line. Cavalry men of

the Banneryd Black Storm, as grim-faced and strong-

macied s sslecon of Lenay sokdery as one wss
‘

ever likely to ieir rode Captain
Tbanc,wia b’ squs/e beardand  close-sraved
scalp. He rode wi on one lip, swight:

ek e el desp\tﬁ his wide girt, and wi
barely a glance at is opposition
Only as they drew closer did Damon recognise the
man who rode second, with a Bameryd black and
blue shirt and saddiecioth. & was Koenyg, as broad
rong as any of the cavalry, astide his favouite
chestnut stalion.
“The adjudicator waited astride his white horse with
a balskin dangling from his hook. He dropped it as
o taas ined 1p cpposie sech olter, and
and_the Bameryd captain dismounted
ropoct 1. T bl wan- ‘edod bl f skt
wiapped wilh twine and leather stips, about the size

by far the more ferocious-Jooking, but skil in lopping
heads was not necessarlly the same as skil in hauing
the ball



The teams then lined up abreast, facing the scaffold
seating. Archbishop Dayn stood in his robes bofore.
Toyal box and prociaimed the gods’ blessing upon

e

yai performed a chant in a tongue Damon did
! ecogise, The captains etumed o e cente

citle win several oters, a e fest foud i
ring positons across he

o Hmsel string next o Kooryg. His
i brother smied at A, Gark. knowing s
orly an older brother could manage, foreboding of
ot is and humifations

14 thought you were busy?” Damon suggested, as
their horses jostied and snorted, eager 1o
underway

“Not 100 busy to teach my ltle brother a lesson or

Amiss row, Kesslgis ol e, besdes s sl
resporinies m
iy amonget. e ™ kmg mnde boad
decisions, but where forco and st were
Quaston, i was up 0 Koeryg o urn ose decisons
action. Such _responsibiliies were the
spprnicesti ol ok prepereanelfor o sk
ver,
suggested e ing de\eg-lled oot
"What's she doing here?" Koenyg asked, nodding
o Sesta ontre o o of o ok
“Her name's. amon said_souy. “You
ight rocal rerite teror i 5 e sy
yel
Koams gave ima hack across the stomach vih
the back of his hook, none too genly either. “This wil
be trouble for Family Nyvar.” he remarked.
Damon refrained from hitting him back.
germeps ota grat s o it o orls more
“You dontt sound

suprsed

Koenyg gave him a sideways ook as his horse
danced and i o rear. Kooyg new ey e
went on within palace walls, and many ti
Fetlookssid. Flsng hd b g it s et
he heir of Lenayin wouid knoy

oeryg smid, ou shoud rave dociarod Krayiss
in breach at Halleryn,” he said offhandedy. °F youd
e i e, we oLk e s okl e
R would have cost lives,” Damon retorte

t may now cost more Ives. Youve heard Lord
K 1 st Sasha i Bascr”

e atot s e rofaihey poweriess, Damon,
all save the northe thvee, and perhaps Krayiss.

Their power comes from having their peaple united
benealh theirleadership. The others like Kumaryn are
largely ignored by their own peaple. They insist the

has a habit of siding with troublemakers.
said Koenyg. “Bost that you wise p (0 i, brother:
Damon snorted. "Ml not fck the norts boots just
becausefscomerent”
tumed a hard gaze upon him. A strong,
oroas o, mere anied . Damans o Sohs
More lie Sasha, Damon thought, and their departed

adiuicator saved Him o rouble and yoled for &

Tyblanc drove his horse staight at Jaryd, and

jostiing the Banneryd's horse, steering him away from



toward the outer wing as a massed thunder
of orses pursued. Damon galoped o b efeccs,
babasen e e ard e gosk, Anoter Barmend
orse wodked Garys, wich earos Sarmingly. and
el carmr gotope 56 down ¥
cheers of sighty nervous spectators onthe. reimeler
e pleased to see the action come close, bl

were making to scatter even row.

Banneryd riders formed a blocking perimeter for

aecalant, o unnotced nde g hook and
accelerated up the line. The balkcarrier saw, (00 late,
s vied to s e bl bt he chaing der
leaned lefi-nanded from the saddie as the horses
Sasned past in opposte drectors, and smacked
ball on hook so hard it tore the Banneryd's hook from
s hand.

Damon was already racing in pursuit to_ assist,
weaving past the mass of confused riders, who tried
‘o chirge drecion or_ e what
rapponed...and tore ahead wes Sasha, acing at
o spoed ol o midcestond dun et hr
o o bl ot i v welot o o o
fer hook.She galoped ght pas e roses of e
Taneryn contingent on the sidelines,

two Bannoryd riders came across from
aeap gefercs to biock fer way..utero vere e
forward bl

o . kg ok ans metig . st 0
ke & patfor Sasha,Oneof e v Ptr Pes
Sasha swurghebalacossher sl o e i,
pulled oo leﬂ ‘Swinging her horse across and
exposing her right side...a Bau-ryd e ridbock
aming ' i n caso <
ok i, Saah et e for e second
Bannenyd rider, then tred to dive between him and his
comrade. It was suicide, and they comverged on her,
bul Sasha thew a glance over her shouder 1o
Damon, took both hands off the reins and threw the
bal two-handed off o her
it hit and rolled, catching both Banneryd riders
wrong-footed. Damon accelerated straight for it and
leaned low from his saddle to swing. He feltthe hook
catch, and the weight on his am...and nearly sipped,
his heart racing as he suddenly noticed the speed at
whch e grss few past
on fim before
pnwarw vessat 5» Sesta bioked e ober wh
rco, deflecting one blow with hor

the face of the goals. Now behind, the great mass of
fiders was catching him. b1 a moment, he knew he'
be swamped.

“The weight on his left am suddenly disappeared

The bl neaty stlen, Jang reined back betind
Damon and. tor goals. Bamneryd
pursuers arived from behind, one. nhasllg on each
. Jaryd swang o bl o i lof sido e as th
rideron hat sid tid to sl . he swung it back

g e ightside mats o
7 neary fol, W horse faling

Bamneryd's shouider with the back of her hook. A last
r came in front, looking left and then

1ghtcver i shouier 1 1y and ok Jand
inted three, four,five times uni the other man went

I wrong way. o i svlosve okt o spoed
he shot past, reversed the bal to the protected side
and galloped across the line between the talleryn
sts

MLady" he caliod to Sasha as they cartered thoo
abreast back 1o the centre circl. “That was a lovely
sl Wycompimens”

only beat four defenders across the
it Sush repted haply. Sh rods Ioer In e
saddle than most men,
in the stimups with almost acrobatic confidence: i




sathaizsm i sosmad 12kt p from heed o
were those, fike Alytiia, who insisted that

Saenre onty mothaten n beig et s v was
spite her family and peers. Damon had thought

was where she belonged. To deny her that. because it
offended Verenthane sonsibilfies, seemed suddenty
udicrous.

Darmon saw Pyler Pelyn ahead and accelerated to
intercept him.

“You ride for viee s ol P sy, coming
alongside. “When your fellow rider needs
Toach o goal,youprowde it Undorsiand™

Trat i bih s o Tree comrade of mie;
Pyter snariec

ot st bich i  hundrectod te rider youl
'Damon snapped. “And beteer yet, that rabid
bnch Is my st You cal e it agan, ¥ mistake

ur head for

oloning round wes messie, e Bamneryd
continuing their formation tacics to poter offect The
pack rumbled forward, men wheeing, yeling and
acing, 2 e rrhrners elntossy praneao
goals. A Tyree rider was unhorsed, but cimbed back
into the saddle apparenty none the worse. Another
ack-side hook to the face and bled from the
rose. Jaryd blocked Captain Tyrblanc in a rearing,
lashing colision, and Tyrblanc retaliated with a sharp-
ended_ hook to Janyd's side. Jaryd's quited tunic
seemed (o take the blow well, bt it was ilegal all the
same, and Damon spared a momens respie lo
glare at the adjudicator caniering nearby on his white

red flag in one hand but not raised.

Things degenerated into a wikd melee, men learing
from ek acies. ke o poston, gy e
bal biefly only o have it tor One

Faon Coansomen voe outed by Py Pe\yn‘
nearty lost his seat, and then did so as a northemer
hooked fis stimup. He crashed down and cured up,
arms over his head as hooves stamped and trashed
i about Agan o adudicato saw rohng. Kosryg
then won free, with two B:u-ryﬂ men for batering
Tams, and compiiod a run toveard the goals,
v atempted Imercaptre wih Tomendous
skilluntl he flashed between the posts.

xt several rounds were all o the northemers’

advantage as Tour more times without
reply. Many of the side's Tyree nobles engaged
i h on their fused to lond

wilingly e but
assistance to Jaryd, Sasha or even Damon when they
received the ball. Horses were changed, as the
starting mounis began to gasp and froth. n the midst
of one round, the ball flew 10 pieces as the twining
leather snapped, and play paused for a new one lo
come from the sidelines.
Wtan eyt shane 1 e e i lowicg
the next Banneryd score, he was
al honouross cowargel” e sheuiod ot Pyuram e
noble companions. “You wear the groen of Tyree as If

[
your honour, you motheriess bastards, or by
i see your famiy banners thvown inlo the
capesfor e pigs rough e restof e Rty

rst, Damon obsenved, was ot well

o
following round was a series of slashing runs
by one side and then the other,with the horses finding
the play became more spread out,
Damon had one good un himsef past the cheering

ready Wi bpialLeray stbbormess, e gave

byKosryg: and st again A Tyrse man ook s hrd
block from Tyblanc, giving Koenyg time to whoel
about, but then Sasha careened across his fron,

Spinning her mount across the balfs roling path, and
Somehow using her horse's momentum 1o lean low
and wide and rip the bal away from Koenyg's reach.
She continued the spin, reversed the bal, and shot

off, dodging one northemer and then another, Koenyg



cursing in close pursuit

‘Suddeny Jaryd was there, blocking the heir 10 the
Lenay throne with a vigour some men might not have
dared. “Go Sashal” Damon heard him yeling, as he
folowed in pursuit, and another rider came fying
toward Jaryd from the side. k looked like an inlercept,
even though Jaryd did ot have the ball..and Damon
Saw with a sudden chll trough the sweaty heat 1
the interceptor was Pyter Pet

“Jaryd, 1o your fight”” Damon yeled. Jaryd swung
shou, sy an & ko book.PYlers fuok caugh

yanked

Saddlo Jary o wih ol he araceesa noror of a
man deliberately unhorsed, slammed hard into the turf

ind rolled repeatedly. Then he stopped, and did not

ve.

swore, reine alongside  and
ismnste, oant o worsmary mom pd G104
nd fiekd, or become cripples for ffe.

siopped, the gamo apparenty suspended. Except for
o horo, o ou et galoping syl of
warning and aniipation came fom

him reeling from the sadde. That wasrit good oither.
Then Pylers noble friends were after her. hooks.
rsad wihcar e Floon Gusdarn sa o i
puesit and s ravl snpted hocses ot and e

winging. Toe more nabks were duickly rhorsed
06 s nobiity migh have been a dab nard at
lagand, but against Faicon Guardsmen they were litle
matchina fight.

Jaryd struggled to sit upright, wincing in pain. He
fried 1o put weight upon fis left arm and bit back a
scream. Damon supported his weight as Koeryg
dismounted alongside. Nearby, the ight was breaking
. The adjuicatr rised Ns red fag at Sasha.
Sasha threw her at him,
cragged Kim physcaly fom s hore tad wte
Guardsmar

Tk s boken. Damon ssid iyt Kooy,
feaing gonyat lry's

o said fovert
e, it 5 bad Aty acamad aguin
e i

“Is broken, you fool," Koenyg told fim, kneeling

slorgaid. Thaway o camaof. e beky st

scance o admi i Nary reak rese dealy i

ieformed imbs (o their grave.
“That shit ple Pyter” Jaryd mutered, his face pale
with pain “fl duel him. Maybe heflfn some honour
witha sword in i
“With that amn?’ Koenyg snorted. Some more
forses were g now o the permetr o doukt
th s heser astide someone wo knew
ran i brokenbone
“When Ive
him, you watch.
“The road youe travelled,” Koenyg said sharply.
*you wonit live that long. Take some advice from
somaons i psion o krow . You my ot care.
your own neck, but i yoL/ve any concern for your
o vt apolgie o Master P ad ever ak
to mywid sister agal

o * Jary sised. Ml ki

Who isk their own necks 1o ride at my side are my
enemi

Koenyg shook his head in disgust and rose 1o his
feet. Il you dorit know the answer (o that question,
Heir of Nyvar” he said soury, then | fear for not only
your future, but your family's.”

=

The moming was overcast, with a blustery wind that
blew grey, mising swirts along the vally's upper
sopes. Lord Usn Tlar, s man of e ool ortem
heighis, did not mind the chi. He sipped hot tea from
e T e o o



Ton catapuls. Great, ungainly wooden
contraptions, never before used in Lenay wars. The
horses that hiad hauled them up the length ofthe valley
now grazed hi nt forest on the
grassy slopes beside the Yumy The
catapuits now sat in a line across grassy fiekds on
this, the eastem side of the river, swarmed about with
abouring men.

Facg o consapiors. o st dr sone wad
spanned the width of the valey. i stood
g et o 1ol e et ot hom
half of the Hadyn amy were cavaly, and not
equipped for such obstackes. Thick buttesses
reinforced the wall at even intervals, and two huge
‘wooden doors with welded metal binding stood thirty
strdes from the river's edge on this eastem side.

which spanned the walfs arch. & was more ingencty
xpected of the pagans. But it wouid
ot help them.

A nearby catapult groaned and stained as men
haied the two great wheel-spokes, winding the rope
tighter and tighter. Two men carried a heavy rock

tween them, muscles straining, and placed it nto

th sk, The rease mechanim wes checked ard

safer distance. An officer

Yl i exde i g 1058 wos Pled i

catapuits safoly catch released and the fope

und with a squealing rush, hauing the long am

and sing skyward. Crack! The am pulled up short,

Iurching the entire contraption nearly enough o topple

it, and the huge rock continued onward, hurting high

and long toward the wall. A distant thud, as it

Shuddered the great wal doors, adding yet another

‘white, spiitered mark i ts suface, before joining the
growing pile on the earth before the doors.

ved to stand at Usyrs side, a steaming

cup in his hand. It was Yuan Heryd, similary rugged

sgana e oo, wih e ook of 3 man rewlyvoken

Heryd wch of the advance up the valleys
oot and was Sl tred. 1 had taken 5 il dey
Jorger o eueen o e vley's s fun Hryd hd

wpected. Udalyn defonces had been surprisingly
sopnsnca(ed e valey hac many roac and tals
eandered along its steep sides, each
Succesaiel Nher an the Jas, as e slops rose
wp fom the broad valley wel

oresod, anddotid ity culviod e,
mioues, s s, forcss
waterco

o ety had wed at, in hor defonces. Major
along the flat valley floor had

commnwd delendad baricades blockig e best
5. Even when breached, a straight drive up the

Vo oo Ak faking amineh fom th i
o3 ighicuringsope The ey sopeshad o o
ba clarad o an el pace. b ¥t kg proved
cvon sower, a3 ndos. advancing. aong. ton:
winding roads were shot w-m arows, pated wih
focks from higher or wexpectedly
bt by SScaal b pagens ko o
cover to hack at horse and rider with indiscriminale

abandon.

So ferocious had been their defences that, at
times, Usyn had wondered ifthe Udalyn had made the
worst miscalcuiation of al, and had tied 1o win the
batte outight The combined Hadryn companies and
miliia were not the untested rabble of a cenlury ago—

Gonsiderably. The Udahy had discovered ' to their

loss, with barely a mailshirt or a crossbow between

them. Hundreds had fallen, their bodies sirewn across
ious valley.

far
penp\e ot vesiock by i ime o Hac army e
arived. All now sheflered behind this, the. great
Udalyn wal, at the far norther end of the valley. Great

fired. *A glorious sight, is it not?" Usyn said to Heryd,



2yes tracking the rock’s fiight through the air. Thud.

o roadod “Aye, my Lord. Do you know your
father's price for them

Fireen poces each” Usy sid smugly “Nodo
and transported from Larosa itself. The Bacosh are
ruly masters of war. & would be a grand thing to
campmgnm

. it would, for such a holy cause.” Heryd's lips

ursed considering the great doors. “The pagans
buld well. Doublless those doors have been
reoroed benind. We may sprter e imoors, et
ol break through. Worse, we e our approach wi
rocks. Men may trample each other in a i
assauling sucha space under archer fie.

Usy row clearly weakening
beneath the calap\ltx wmbmsd assaul. Ho had not

considered Heryd's concerns. k angered him. “Why
did younot say so earler?” he arorny
ty apologies, my Lord,’ said Heryd. I was

sleping. The ferainwes i, st hrcred s

™o are ousandst”Usyn sid angrly. Our Fends
from Banneryd are rding 1o assist us in Taneryn, once
here they can relieve our forces from Ymoth instead,
s ton e ahabo e, Tis batl s b wen
realise

Teppening Icanr\o( tolerate further dela

“Aye, MLord," Heryd agreed. He poinled to a spot
further along the wall. *| suggest we divert half t
catapuits and begin a new point of enty. The stone.
wall shall take longer, but (o guarantoe a successful
assaul, | would ke another entry point at least,
perhaps two."

considered, broodingly. Udys  Varan
continued o speak I words of i wih e caplains
and not was certain of it. The Hadyn Shields
wars swor by oshto iy Tigar, bt el gt
was a cousin o the Varans. The buk of the ammy were
miliia, and o less capable for et 2e i o o1
Lenayin...out their allegiances were divided amongst

more stemly. But the soldiers respectat
Semsonsa Do, deaty e hn e s i of
Tagar. Usn e apped,and ncreast

ploy e calaputs s yousee - e sad frally
we not aso breach the wall on the west of 8

Tt uid s 15 o
divide our forces (0 either bark, and the pagans

ooy o et g T Uit nae oo perml
exit on that side, let's keep them botted up and not
expose ourselves 0 a flarking assault”

“As you wil,” said Usyn, shortly. Heryd sipped at his
tea, unuifled by his lord's tempers. Usyn regarded
o 3 momeet. Yan Horyd A, Fardly Ay

had long been alies of the Telgars. Usyris mothe
T booh an Ay, o sistor of Forys e Somo

igested Heryd's daughter for a match with Usyn.

rooss o time of it atnrs pasane:” ho sai

ettty aryvarars e Ve et ves
il s and bt King Soros made a miske
Jiyuin ity

Nty Lo said ey, g i it 2 pale
ko gazs. A g man i o fair beneath s
el and a heaw, honest face. “Family Ansyn has
Dot o S o Farly oot oree, beie e
Liberation, and always shallbe.”

“And Family Varan?” Usyn asied birty.

Family Telgar won the great lordship trough
valour in batte,” Heryd replied. “our ancestors slow
many of the Cherrovan, and then many more of the
aitorous pagans in the cleansing to folow. Clearty

was chosen by the gods o ule. None in

Hadnyn dispute . Prove yourself now, my Lord, and

fomi e of bt cvice. The gods i canro 5o
casilybe

Another cataput shot clatired and whisted. Heryd




finished his tea, bowed and departed. Usyn watched
him go, his fingers clenched tightly about his cup.
Victory in batle, the comerstone of all honour. He'd
show that fool Varan. He'd show him the true mearing
ofvictory.

w presence arived at his left elbow and he
tumed to find Father Celys in black robes with his staff
inhand.

“My Lord, said Colys with a bow, a bald man with a
thin grey beard. "My Lord, I wondered if coud have a

“Of course, Father;” said Usyn, tuming 1o face him
with as much lordly digniy as he coud muster. He

whole Ife, and who had never shown im the respect
he deserved, now suddenly had to bow before him
and lower their eyes. “How can | help you?"
“Well, my Lord. . there is the mater of the pagans’
ies. i even an
enemy should receive a proper burial.
“These are not merely enemies, Father," Usyn said
coldly. “These are pagans. They spit on the rightful
/s, as their ancestors spat on them during the
Uberion ard sssisad tar enenies. Thair ous
o the fires of Loth to bur for eferity
o sy qoos e, Bur h becios At i
bl e ek, e esto tamcansee.
Faner Ce\ys look a deep breath and o
Usyn regarded him mmamuy
e b - uapecid Faver Celys of defective
ol crarcer fora ng G, The Bistop of Hachn
interested in converting
pegans oo i o owewor I 1 plossce my
| woud requestpermission o enlrealy the
Dsgans Dennd e wal o smve el sous by

ey sporied. Tt s your gt Father—sous are
a hlsmp s pmmgaﬂvs Justas fives are a lord's.
o, agree, MLord...woud you

comder s urende

U g 81 i s prssed tin Hs fomper
boiled. “We hold the Hadryris most ancient enemies
by the throat and you would beg for mercy on their
behai?”

. Fatar e dckd te e, o, MLord. But
t one wo fes, for future
. When v alls re irooen08 Mo ot
e bodies lo spose of, and her sous
toqwilbe n ques
mthem,

ey i cody. Bumthem
MLord. And the prisoners, MLord? What of

them?
Unnrssed  tineyebrow. Piso

and chen, MLorG" Looking w at

U R, tom bonoah iovered brows Whon

centuries ago, they did report a great success at
persuasive conversions it the women, without their

merkok bers b prtact e, The pagan ook
are good workers, we coud.

“Thoro sl b4 1o orsorers, Father Coly.” said
Usyn Telgar, Lord of Hadryn. “This vally is lacking in
rewood, | voud guess. Best at you make plars o
collect some



Dwelve

SrsHA WOKE EARLY THE NEXT MORNNG, and did her
exercises on the floor of Sofys chambers while her
sister slept on, peacefu in the wash of moring
Sunlight through the windows. The taka-dans woke

*Id never thought something so deadly could ook

ormen e s 1t of e defonc o
o e ey sl o sshing in the sunlight, finding
the perfect form of foot, wrist and shouider. Then
shsbed b suord v har sk 1 one. smooth

™ e she'ilaas themashel, Sasha ok er.
“s that Saalsi?" Sofy asked, enchanted. “What
does itmean?”

Lieraly, e beauy of darger oy i dossrt

does 17 Most Saalsi doesnt. It

vascaly marspat o dangerous things are
beaulfd. B serin words arly stale thrge so

o 14l b eam Saam Sofy sighed, rubbing
e g joing for a un?”
Aways” sad Sashe, Gheichng et tahe, Wart

me?”

ot crazy” Sty laughed. "What woud pecple
o

I dorit know. What would people think?”
;A pisss of Laneyin doas 1ot i Sy ssid
rim Andyounod again. Especialy ol socary”
e e o T bon Saena eid
cneemw Ta vt o b misikn for sometang 1m

coliected Teriyan and Andreyis from their
chambers in the souther guest quarters and walked
with them along the grand als, alongside balconies
cvocking the souem coutarte and garder.
Groundsmen timmed the bushes and swept the

e s et sbot e s g

cheer as they saw her pass. Sasha waved cheerfuly
inretum.
Their run completed, she sparred wilh Teriyan and

Falcon Guard, who greeted them warmi
ensing session was ol yot Sasha rofined from
making too much of & renthane
Ceiors, and 5 few robies gave feirniein
across the floor.
d is 1o Ko fomiys sigt mad it oo
said one man-at-ams as he recovered his
bveatmhg rubbing the bruise on s side.
asha asked him, lowering her stanch to
o ready posre, & s v Tore wae mevr
fruly resting, and the blade was always ready.
“The Ranash famiy Their uncle was the T

said the grizzied corporal nearby, leaning on his
S He hed & scar atsoss onec cneek otk e
sid ing his
Spoodh o amumble. No Focon Coai e ot th
fool, not after what he did 1o Master Jaryd. Tyree wil
miss e S sure”

First time in three Rathynals,” the man-at-ams
sighed. “Probably Taneryn wil win now, thatl make

ing?" Andreyis
i b corpora, ot tr e vl Might |

ask when the rial s, MLad)
“No idea," said Sasha, in all honesty. No one had



told her. She suspected controversy on the question
of Lord Krayfiss's tal. Krayiiss was ful of bluster and
determined to pick a fight. Shoud the trial be closed

public view o deprive Kraylss of a podium for
his grievances? Or woud a closed trial make the king
and s lordships appear weak?

“Any idea of where the new Lord Telgar might be,
MLady?" the corporal pressed, raising his lock-jawed
mumble to carry above the yels and clashing wood of
he hall. “Given neither he nor the Hadryn have come

thynal?
it know why you ask me,” Sasha said a litte
testil. "No one tells me anything around here.”
“Something about you being the king's daugher.
Teriyan said sarcasticaly.
ally?" Sasha gave Teriyan a warning look.
b Hadon are goig ater e Udshn
man-atams wated to know.
e i o6 i corpre said gty
“We shouldn' be bothering MLady Sashandra with
rumours. Besides, Lord Usyn woudrit dare. fm no
Goeren-yai, but | Serve with plenty, and theyd never
s «ar it He gave Teriyan a wizened stare.
srugged broadl. W ©a
unmed Sand 1 510 - my part of
Vaharan dre, we'e g0t iagos b rows ey
raded with each other for certuries, and
oters ot i SKimish 1o s day, dospie e Kings
ridding it How is tat rabble going 0 stp e

pefciiesd doing anything
“You sound just like a Vompano bigot!” Andreyis
retorted angriy.
T Gostenya, 1m alowed to: said Toryan,

puting s sianch across s broad shouders and
ng s ams ono e e It speak e
e e sowton, e must recognise the

anyway.
asha said quiet.
‘Aye,” said Teriyan, ‘he always lold a person whal
he thought whether it was what they warted to hear or
roL. | always liked that about him. He wasnlt aays
igh, but he always tried to make a person thirk. Lols
of Goeren-yai never iked what he had (o say about
them—folks never do fike being told their own worst

ws, most especially when they're true. But being
scared o face the rih s cowardice, I eckon. And o
Goeren-yai likes a coward.

Sasha R Ttyan ar Arroys o i s
and headed back to merchants square—Andreyis
roaded 32 moch ractee. as possive, i
herself found sparring against non-svaahverd fighters

ocetose oy pracisng ks 4o ore.
s she valked abrg 2 cobbed oad thoun
n what Teryen had

S o el h soon, st we st 5o
protlom” | was Nasioh Tarking, trouah and

Goeren-yal. He was also one of the proudest Goeren-
yal she'd ever mel Suely he was angy, and
frusirated, to be saying such things at such a time.
Sastekrmw b e Honcs about e . coracs
th whom he kept in touch, as Kessiigh did with his
Nam e tends n Povodoc Ho woud be takirg
Sosranyai sokders s otes atending
Ryl it o pose overs

Sucdory she was woried for hm. She hoped e
wouki do anyting spid, o get dnrk and sat &

fightwith that big, loud mouth
Sh hoadod 1 1o Gariaon Baracks, whoro Jaryd
was quartered with the Falcon Guard. R was a broad,
grey stone buikiing with several wings about a certral

coutyard, all teeming with
men of the Black Hammers of souhem Rayen

province.
Al the provincial companies of Lenayin were
Toird 1 sare six moite garion cay i B
Tar or other._.all save the northe
compames o worson e yah ol o
n thveal and coud not be st
Toanore s h ety of tonayn, 1 wes S04
What was not said (or atleast not as often) was that it
also underiined how litle true power the Lenay king
held. The Royal Guard were his—nearly a thousand



‘men, drawn from all over Lenayin. But they were rarely
used away from Baen-Tar, lest the capilal be left
undefended. The Lenay throne, ulimately, had only as.
e power and profcton as e reatorcs wisred
it to have. The great lords al
becaise th archiehop said th Kig wes e ok
chosen representative in Lenayin and, more 1o the
point, because it was befter o tolerate a king in
Baon-Tar than the awu, bloody squabble that would
sl et f o waro rarores s Do prowncos
for power amongst themselves as they once

n Sasha, unerested n o afs of bty
a5 <he pical was, oud seq thal i whs. an
imperfect arangement at best. Such were

been forced to make in order to sell the fractios

refrained from spending any more of the royal tax
revee on bking oyl amies—King Sors hed
K king with enormous armies
i b o opposed toaiana wa by

lora isethose taxes thomselves...but
Conidoing v puposes 0 e oy wdd wish o
P such taxes, there was no way the Goeren-yai were
ot 0weat it e, A b it recined was

King that if the provinces did not cause trouble, the
king woud not raise armies, and woud instead
cartiue o spee th royal e o ings e paople
or atleast were though
occasion they were actualy asked.
arrangemen, Sasha coud see more
cleanyf el han e s row g sed rag
now, a period of
imvecotonsn posce i sanity. i Lonayin
Kessigh fo one, bt vlced amazement hat 1 b
ven lasted that long. A great wind, he'd said, would
breskca it ree. Andatsome poi. o ing woud
pave decide  whether relative
Poverienoes was a wonil pice 1o bay for
stabilly.
A Falcon Guardsman admitied her
commandars chambes vt frcy gveelmg m
she found Jaryd seated upright in his
rssenn plain shirt with the sheets. puHId e
middle, his left arm in a siing across the chest. A boy
of perhaps ten, with sandy hair and freckles, sat on
Jaryd's bedside, taking animatedl
o MLady SashandralJard exciamed cheeruly a2
Have you met my ther

Ya

I rave ot hd the hoave ssid Sasta, o ot
twisted about {0 stare at her. “Master Tamyn, fm ver
pleasod o meetou. [ope youe Detorarsiaying o
your horse than your bro

ot Tamyn said indignanty.

ssid e H face vas sl and
his brown hair hung lank and unwashed, but the
corfdence in i fone mads Sasta beliowe . Tha
healor says its just a small break of the forearm, he
didnt need to use the knife. He bound it and put in
splints for suppor, but it should heal clean in less than

a month uider are all swoln, but

that shoukd heal oo, he sai
TTats wordri Sasha exclaimed with feling
ey came off, | was certain you'd smashed
somathi
T s oot Ty sid agory, wiha
mischievous smile. "He always says it doesn't hurt. He
flell down some stairs once and split his head open,
there was blood everywhere. Our house healer had to
clean the wound with boiled wine, and Jaryd said that
didn't hurt sither.”
“Nothing hurts after you faint” Sasha said wryly.
Tres vas s vie picter on b borce ol anda
something that smelled strongly of ons
P, Saeh KN el ot over it e remecii,




Jaryd's arm would hurt like hell. But few Lenay men
Wouk how et womarts ity and evnless
5010 a younger brother

I never did,’ Jaryﬂ sad mid T is my i
break. Ive never

Youre pret nyn

Sasha binked at him in suprise. And grinned

b

“Fenyl Harys said you were really ugly” Tamn
coniinued. “He said you were an ogro, and that you
had a moustache and warts.

I shaved off the moustache just this moming,”
‘Sasha admittc

“You did noll” Taryn laughed. “Are you really as
good a fighter as Kessigh Cronenverd?”

Yo iy

“Jaryd," said Tamyn. *He said you were the best
fighter he'd evev seen” Sasha raised an eyebrow at
Jaryd, who shrugged.

54 Jary's ever seen Kessigh gt Sashe wd
Tarryn. Not realy. Kessiigh's better than
close.” Close...wel, that was maybe stretching Ihmgs
a bit, but she wasrit about to throw away her good
reputation enire

Sasha sat on the bed and taked with Jaryd and
Tamyn for a while. Jaryd seemed pleased of the
company and Sasha wondered if he'd had any other
dators,| besmes s uardamen. e and e Great
Lord of rly members of Jaryd's
et amiy p presenl!y o Baen or Sasha rad
gathered, but for Rathynal there were s, ok,

Tarryn told Sasha as he reluctanily got up 10 leave.
“Youe fun. They'e never fun.”

“Im sure your sisters are wonderful,” Sasha said
diplomaticall, but crawied on the bed (o give him a
big kiss on the cheek anyway. Taryn squirmed, and

i ran off o his lessons with a wave. "He's
a darling!” Sasha exciaimed once he'd eft

Ladies have been known o thirk o of al the men

inmy famity” Jaryd said mildy.
Sasha grinned and leaped across to it beside him
propped on he emainng pikous. Even wih you
armina sling, you'l smlmwany‘w\ﬂ
*A trve man of Tyree nover re
Someons Ul calch - sn sgosiod
lifvever
“Are you
Jaryd grmned otaays, i
Sasha laughed. ‘Tm not M Lauy i Sasha
“Sashar said Jane, oty
you ot offered chambers in the palace?”
Sasha asked. ‘I's wstomaly ‘oven for soldiers o take.
dioining chambers at the palace when heir faniies
VL Formootart ity
th my men, Jaryd said flaty.

of the Falcon Guard so that | might leam better. Wel,
i corany leaing. I learang 2 rea mary

M enasr
“Who my friends are,” Jaryd said angrily. “There are

men my own age, whom | grew up with and leamed to
spar and ride with, al here for Yot
theyve baraly even said hel. They have no honotr;

Sasha took a deep breath. “Jaryd...| admire your
conviction, but...isn' i a it foolhardy o be picking a
fight with your own father? And with all the assorted
nobilty of Tyree? Youire going to rule these people
one day, you'l need their support.

“When | ule,” Jaryd said stubbornly, “Ml ul in my.
Guney, aceodng o e s o eared Hayeo
theyll lea 10 like it—it canit be good

rour in our e, Besides, oud ater gl
said you'd kiled that bastard Reynan?”

Canake careof mysel” Sadna said sty
ina fair fight Ive no doubt” Jaryd agreed. “But you
saw Pyter Pelyn on the lagand field. These people




don't fight fair, M'Lady...| mean Sasha. That's what it
means {0 have no honour. When m Great Lord, that's
th rttieg st
* was nearng micday when she emerged from
Jaryd's chambers. She had ot walked len strides
2 comer when & man m a pal o, oy
shit emerged from a dooway ahead, a sword
Svinging at s i, Cloary a nobleman. She glanced
ver her shoukder and bound arcier man o sir
sopsararce vakig btin . Dany
eraed fom he pen doonvay e st
man e com om Ore wa ik it & gt Doy
fsco and sihr ol Ho wore ok f 1 and god
—pure vanity, Sasha thought, forthe air was not cool,
hat man had five cﬂwamnm all nobly attred, with
swords at their sides.
Sasha stopped, her heart beating faster. Her right

reporting to the lords. But Kumaryn came himself?

“Did you have a pleasant meefing with your now.
lover?” Kumaryn asked. His wice was hoarse and
reedy. His biue eyes were hard with malice. There
were great lords in Lenayin whom Sasha did not ke,
yet couid not help but respect. Kumaryn was not one

them. The man was petty and vain.

Sasha smiod. Yo Ik o ik o, voukrt you?
Scare M wad i ard e i of Tree a8 Nesi

manyn sooved. ~oud neve darl T lrs of
Troe oo rovr 8 fe thought | was
Vg e, Sears e sl

“Jaryd Nyar would be foolish to do so, my Lord.
said a smooth oice at Kumaryn's side. “With this
ane b e b shays worder e chid s rdy
his. I hear she's had half the men in Baerlyn, and
Some of the woment0o.”

The speaker was a man of short stature. He had
perhaps hirty summers, with a round face and short
hair. The Verenthane star hanging from his neck was
tice tre sizo of s compaits. That. plis s
norem acoon, made Sasva Ry cerih of e

rigi

Please, Master Stranger;” she said reasonably,
its \mpohle o ot sameone witu s feing
you willlknow whom [il?”

¥ you ish i chalenge. the rorbemer said it a
smil, ten you maychalerge Yan Mrtn Aroyn |

shall be waiting for yo

"ot Aoy Sasha's eyes mamowed. Heryd

Ansyris brother, yes?"

Family Ansyn were Family Telgar's oidest alies in
Hadryn. There was much shared blood between the,
and Lord Heryd was said to have been the old Great
Lord Telgar's closest f

*So the lords of Hadryn and Valharan lock ams at
last” said Sasha, suveying the group before her.
There were n behind her—seven in al,
including Kumaryn and Martyn. More Hadryn than
Valhanan, o judge from the cut of their hair and the.
prominence of Verenthane symbols. And too many,
even for her. “What message do you have for me that
¥ takes saven of you icirg auice the door Hhe
common cutthroats to dei

“Atemindor: Kumaryn S oty Trorearo mro
of us than of you

St lauged. My Grat Lot o leamed 1o
ot Vourwet nrse il bo 50 ol
rotour abiiy wib mbers tat was i

ryn

ephedbetos K sold
st s oirage. ~bu don' have you pagan racble
to defend you here."

“You thveaten fike a coward” Sasha retorted, her
temper sipping. 'F you were brave, youd challenge.
My familywon ke indy o my mder beneath et

Martyn said with a cool sr

Kcerwg foves youwel, st Th kg has ot caﬂed
‘daughter for twelve

s ot pagan weye, no your dou serds fom

Saashen, ou avefow enogh s n BT

O q0ing o go and have  pleasant knch i my



sister,” Sasha said impaliently. For the last ime, say
what you il and begone.”
e il of Lord Kiayis” said Lord Kumaryn “t

i ollod hr ees. o know. h st me wo
met, you were tying lo arrest me for something you
knew damn well | didrit do. Was this what that was.
ab p me from Lord
Krayiss's tral and, since that didrit work, you now
resort o threats

“The king wanis Lord Krayiss dead,” Kumaryn
continved, his bony cheeks reddening. *Prince
Koenyg wanis him dead. Every sane man and woman
n Letyin saes i fr e mbbieusing

maker he s, and.

Al nobiy you méan” Sasha inerpiod. o
sl sane men and vomen i Ly Mookingh
“Whatll you do once he's gone king
appait Somo Tioxty Verarsone o 1 . G108
lordship?”

“Such woud be a great boon o the people of
Taneryn,” Martyn said soft

Did you ask them?" Sasha retorted. ‘I no friend
of Lond Ko, it W ot dry i i )

u fuffl your grand vision of a holy, Verent
Lorayi ot pogen o i S 260 g
the people of Lenayin truy are, so litle you see of
them in your Verenthane citles and castes. Best that
you remember soon, or one day theyl walk o your

ating o reat O
Not a threat, Lord Kumaryn,” Sasha said coldly.
st soeg i o 1y camcouafer all Thy ook
<o ftte f s, donit they? Al the
SormentoN? o 30 e e o Wl oveams
the hills afer a winlers rain. s only when you see
them reach the valey bottom and come together that
yourslse vhata fox ol e
tle pretend princess thirks the Goeren-yai all

o blows. Such a rabble couid no more unite against
he true lords of Lenayin than thoy united against the
Gherrovan Empire. 100k a lowtands Vererthane o
save Lenayin from its disgrace. There is no such hero
fo e 1o your escue bis ume, e pretond

P1iAnd it took a fowiands NasiKeth to come and
rescue the Verenthanes when the Cherrovan came
back seventy years later’ Sasha reforied. Yoan
Marty's eyes flashed with anger. “Why go 1o such
lengths o remove Lord Krayiss? F youre so
unconcermed about the Goeren-ai?”

ian Martyn smiled. “Someone must save Lenayin
from herself. The gods' work is never easy, but it is
rewarding. The gods are mercif, but their wrath is

Remember,itte pretend princoss. Nover forget”

Sasha was almost suprised when the Vereninane.
Royal Guardsmen at Koenyg's door let her in with
el ey Koeng'schambers vere lrge wiha

and a dining room beyond, half-
Waonbenind rtindrpes. Nemotes Rther iha

pon the diring table. Now, the stone wals seemed
datker,more orsboding
the curtain drapes and found Koenyg
coomt i v Dayn at the near end of the.
g g b, socufn o ke, Botr
Iose upon her ey, Siaa Koang sid Harc
Wretaiowh supre
i s vor it Mo apog ater e
S e Sher e



herself?”
Kooy gazod ot roror org momert o floing
of s free hand the only sign of a reaction. "You
o eir 1 your romars il o et Bireees
hre, o aiser” said Actbishop Dalon il vt
sience. “Your own tille is o longer ‘princess',

sih ormalty . unhecom
s | taking to you?" Sasha snapped at the
ol Veraniare. In Lerayin. The archbishop
He was, in Sasha’s opinion, an utter

i

1oy and cuy—an unsual it i Lenayn. ¢
usuaﬂy dsonporaeitis hop's ha, which
pon e dring 5. Now S

s Lik an o feaher dusto, Sasha o

“What happened?” Koenyg asked simpl. sipping
His wine. Or Sasha assumed it was wine, the
archbishop's tastes were well known.

MarmAnen o me et o s Lot Kaiss

e His tal, or 1 suffer for it Whenis Lord

Kiapiss's il arywy Koonyg? Have you decided?
Or does it depend entirely on what  plan to say i his
doferce?”

You broer shoud be adressed as s

chairback, and glared at him.
e b addmmycu Daky? An 00 1w fok of

Lenayin do? The Holy Brewery, perhaps? The Listing
Biopy Faar e o

“Youdare say such things in this place!” the
archbishop fumed. His horified stare fxed on
Koenyg, but Koenyg only watched, wearily.

“Inthis place more than any other!” Sasha retorted.
“This is my brother, in the chambers that once
belorged o my deares i, and e o more iim

sanctty of s place tan you sverwil Fy0u
Gontie . got oo
ot the 1o my nied quest” Vry e over

more alamed by his sistors outburst than he might
fave bean by a smal. yapping dog about s ankies.

that thug 1o try and scare me?”
Somma sl o i Koeryg was bt 1 i teone
and renowned throughout  Lenayin
mbtons cakiaton Bt re vas S hr ber
and Damors brother, and Sofys. She might not have.
cted any better of his actions toward herself, but
if he was capable of this toward her, then he could do.
i hr e sibirgs st oasy
o His Holiness." Koenyg
contmet e e nghhy wraccistomed to
pdgies e 1s o be spitalesder of st e
Verenthane faith in Lenayin. That includes
7o twas. Koeryg he potr ared sho
declare her true allegiances? Kessigh had wamed
P ofen erough hatf she o, assorted rorherners,
Pobles, bishops and. fan ud demand her
head.

‘Sasha glared at him. Koenyg met her gaze caimiy.
A face much uniike Krystoffs—soid, where Krysioft
had been lean; timmed and presenable, where
Kyl nad ofen been wi Oce

that had once been Kiystoffs. They shouid sl be his,

Kooy sa at s pralediing tabe and
had drinks with the

Would you il o axe yousel, brotrer sho
wondered bittery  the time came to dispose of me,
he ey orce Gisposed ofim?

fartyn Ansyn o try and scare me?”
she damandsd onco more

“First, apologise to His Holiness.

Sasha glared. Tl do nothing of the sort”

Koonyg shrugged. “Then we have nothing (o tak
abou.

To Sasha's right the curtains to Koenyg's
bedchambers were abruptly puled back and there
stood Princess Wyna. She wore whit, the colous of
northern mourning, her light hair pulled back severely
from her face. . perhaps, v
that a simple scuipture might be prety, or a painting
The beauty of form. with hiah cheekbones and pale



green eyes. But there was no beauty of warmih, or

hapoi
"My children are saying their midday prayers,” she
informed them coldl. "Whatever this business of
Yo, ok ke 0 ud b skt mouing
fituals beneath a woman's
"My apogies, my sweel sad Koenyﬂ “ldotyto
keep a civil tone at all imes. My sister is chalenged
inthis regard
jyna's pale eyes fixed on Sasha. Weeks it now
yas sice Lord Rasyc Toar had ced, and sl

“Yuan Martyn has been causing the King's justice
some concem: Sasrarepled

Wyna siipped_her hand around Koenyg's elbow.
o s Pvery concemed. for sice tonerd. ot

indss barbarn said Wra i a s o
*Pray tell me, where is the justice for my dear
dopared amer homve mrcerod?

ha's eyes namowed. You did send him, you
cld bih, Wyna's gazewas s i a6 glss. -wme
ing's justice does not extend 10 all
Tombedan' s Tty batbatars on.whet
possible use is that justice at al?"

Mama?" came a boys voice from the curairs.
Sasha looked, and saw four-year-old Dany Lenayin
sanding i th oorvay by the drawn crtan* said
my prayers,

L towse you i said Koery, valking o ]
boy with ams outstretched. Dany went to him

Koeryg scaoped up s son, hoking i eﬂm‘iess\y
ted i the crook of ono am. “Dany, say helo to
Jour Aunio Sacharei
Dany had akeady said helo to his Autie

his mother'. Sometting about the palid complexion,
and the thin set of his lips, reminded Sasha
of...Usyn, she realised. The boy looked like s Uncle
Usyn. Gods and spirts forfend that he actualy grew
1o be ke Usy

50w you g lgand s said Oy
s yes and wico wero oo caim for o boy s age.

\nd 52w you in the stands pled.
“You play very ol S0 Dary Nt o e 5 my
ugh

‘Sashals lips twiched. “On te oy 1 thought |
played somewnat better than

 Deny oked at i . She's ot ver lacic,
e, Papa? Nor very poite.
> A Sashandra vas very coss 1 your late
Uncle Knsof: Koamyo explaned t s son. Shes
very muchiike Uncie

“Uncle Krystoff was a very Srange man wasrit e,

Papa’
“No one truy knows what Uncle Krystoff was, Dany.
said Koenyg. There was a darkness in his eyes as
thy i Wi, An ok argu naver ey
“He remairs a mystery to many, even

tis da Some say e was oty a Verertrare
he was not a Vererthane, Papa, then what was.

‘Sasha stared at the boy. It scared her that he could
S0 inocenty ask such a question. What indeed?
Wratwas a Loray, i ot Verontiano? s amost
75 g o v ancent r of adtorlLaray
had been erased from these people’s memor
enirel.
A memory sk er—_eaping oro Knsioffs bed
o wake him. He'd wrested her over,
Kicking and squealing and 11ed 1 bite hor on the
neck. And over there, by the omate wooden cabinets.
of giasses and plates, hed shown her how a
wondrous serin invertion—a looking glass—coud
bum a hole in an old piece of cloth when the sun fel
through the open window just right. And back in the.
front room, he'd caried her in circles on his back,
responding to her tugs on his ears, or her heels on his
thighs, as a horse woukd 0 a rider's reins or simups.



Once, she'd made a mistake, told him to go when she
meant stop, and he'd careeried straight into the wall
Theyd fallen o the floor together,

. Koenyg and his Hadryn wie siept in is bed,
and ntraned by s abe,and g gy pcres
of Vererihane sainis on his walks. And it hit
sudderd \v—ﬁ- great el kst of L al ¥ it
ived, she mi
ooy Bt e v el e woul ot s

dess pan i or oar, it oumed ot o e
by svry e sh s ey uyon Ko
Yot have bean 8 vererinane” Shsha okl
Koo, co\d\y “He may not have been always polie,
and rot hae been abiays sersibe. But he
vas myhmlher ‘Gods know what you ar
rmec and stods o, leaing the sone and
e omeris mhor vt

S

“The foul mood stayed with her al the way down (o the
Srust Had song goomy tabraye end dageore
s of Krystoff. Hor father, Koenyg
Kesioh Damon,Sey s hy remombere
a different Kryslof, a Krystoff shaped as much by their

ot
o borvadvaatos o Koenyg, a compeitor
1o vercome. Kossligh, anuma. To Baron. hod boon

harbour any great ambitions for herself and did not
impose her selimportance upon others.
Poorle saw what they varted to sec, Kossigh
always said. They saw the worid in terms
paint themseives in the best possible Hgmar\d sose
o el fovs, proferstly by bamig tem
someone else. o and women
o be perfoct, but mele\y o know themselves and
0 know their own wants and desires. Knowing that, a
person might begin to_understand his or her own

renthane, Goereriyal o
broter g chalenged herio docars ool and sho
drt koow wat lo say. Even afer e duel ot
Hloyn, ahe sl id rt know She

heart said. But, in her lfe, 0 be red emwe\y oy ber
heart wouid be suicide.

“The day did not improve. After unch, she did what
she usually did when her mood was foul and \isited
the stables. Horses, she'd discovered, spoke a quiet,
foreign largiage of posre and emolon. Afer 2

mersed in i, st very
concems beginning to (ace. T i o, s
discovered that Peg's right hind hoof was developing
a crack about a horseshos nail, and the shoe woud
need replacing

The blacksit's shop occupied » large, corered

area to the slable's rear, facing directly onto the
et of he leoming iy wal. here were sovral
ki, I o, an oy wers e sy, ver
Amcss o, bamras chrgl

horseshoes and nails being added to vespsmwe

et Vo rracs ocmupen e oy crem Toor

‘some worked upon by thir rders, others waiting their

tum. Sasha found Peg a spot at a water trough, found
went to work.

Peg heied backsmis an hokding i e eg

stl was no easy thing. The nails came out wih
diffcuty. The heat from the fires was intense, and the.
day was warming, so she removed her bandoleer and
sword, then the jacket and long-sleeved outershirt.
The short-sleeved undershirt was 00 loose at the
waist and hung out when she benl, 5o she gat

the hem into two tight fistuls and tied them In a knot

fomale voices coming along the row of horses, raised
above the clamour of hammers. Baen-Tar ladies



a true lady would require an escort. Peg
tried to move his leg once more and she gripped it
irmiy

A ltte patience, vlease?' she asked him loudly,
repositioning the nail
. look ottt big biac! she heard then fom the

joosithpstiriiont- ot
always, it was a question of ytm, balance and
timing. No sooner had the nail gone al the way in than
s a female voice directy befind her, coming

from Peg's front.
“Excouse me? Rider? Coud you tell e this horse's

rame and is

Sasha sighed, dropped the hoof and hammer, and
tumed to face them. “His name's Peglyrion,” she said
shrty.Tmbs aurer”

he young ladies before her gasped in shock. They
wore dresses of the Torovan fashion, one
predominantcolour with embroidered _trimmings
offset with an opposing-coloured sash fied at the
waist. Some wore their hair done up with curls and
combs, others saigh and long down thei backs

Wwere five immediately present, ar in
oo 8 red gown with green sash ot aer
fowellory, was staing ot hor wih conamphous
disbolief.

“You!" exclaimed Alythia. The sisters locked stares.
‘Good lords, Sashandra, you really have no shame at
all do you? Look at youl Youre dressed like a...ike.
e

ke & woman infg 0 hos her horse” Sasta
ofers
ike a disgrace! Have you no respect for local
sansm-lmes>
." Sasha said blunt. "Now, are you ust going
Lo St e ot e, o o ot okt

Porse?”

One of the ladies mumured something to her
companions, who giggled. They eyed Sasha's bare,
Sweaty arms and hard siomach with scandalised
disbolief.

Aihia's dark eyes blazed. “Have you any idea of
the number of people you've managed to offend?” she
exclaimed. “To say nothing of Father, disgracing his
name in this...this appalling fashion.

Father is both man and king enough to speak for
himset” Sasha said darkly, “he does not need you'to
do e compiaiing o Hin- Somstimes Aia

Drocitiatle. 0o fesome and . fr oo oy “Aiva,
Tm realy ot inerested. Enjoy your e day’s otiing,
rynoL 10 step in anything foul.
‘She was about {0 tum her back when a new figure
sppeared, escoing aroierlad The man wore o
cket with bright silver embroidery, and panfs.
it pufod out a1 0 ighs beforo aporg ( i,
slender calves and boots. Ho wore a sim sword at
the hip with a fancy siter handguard, and a wide-
o e oo e hoad- iy et n 70
less. His goalee was neatly timmed, and dark curs
o abouk s k. Soveral oter menin i ress
 each escoring another ac
pmcnth:Sasre. vosis wiaton t hor prissy
s\mrqumk\yw shad
n, seeing Sasha. “Tris must be
e Lncy Sadvancrs, Prmesse A, vouls s

rd__so many things...about your sister” The
accent was very smooth and melodious, ar
charming. The d: ver, fel..cold. The

smile, Sasha though, did not fouch those eyes. Ar
older man, perhaps nearer ( fifty than forty, though
welkhidden beneath makeup and
Cora. Duke Stafan; Apia said pry.
‘Sastanaa, e s Duke Sefan of ve
oo Dike Giton, S

Cereyin, my siste
o duke siepped past tho et wougn and
Sares’ tord. Sasha - saroly

Conrdorod wisbong 1t Bl was roed
provocaion. They wers ony fommaltes. She
extended her hand and repressed a shudder as the
duke grasped it lightly and placed it to his lips. His



T e e e
ashandra,” said the duke. “Your fame.

procotes o Eveninmy nation, ve have heard tajes
owourw its”

nation to0, we have heard tales of yours,”

‘Sasha said cold

The duke smied. “They say that you fgh e e
sertin ladies.  any st R tndy be said to
resemble a \ady Win s asting sl at o adios
presert, who laughed obligi

“Afler your armies are through with them,” Sasha
repled, “| doubl they could be said o resemble

ar

That provoked the first response from the duke’s
yes yet—a slight widering beneath the has brim. A
flash of recognition. “How true,’ he repiied. Sy,
sinost mocrgh. But do ot el oo oy r e,

That is why they by to steal ur sous, you know: They.
lack their own.

ook svry masmurs of Sashas gl sttt

p her from smashing his smug, arrogant face with

rm ﬁst He knew which Larosa expoits she referred

wnd it amusing . ape and mass

Sauger And hr e and Koo wared Loneyin

troso soldas, it as e...ut ther
blame her

iave a care, Duke Stefhan;” Sasha said quiety.
“You must stll retum home, through Goeren-yai lands.

Femape you sl Smu\d Someone who knows your

e s s Gappeared complily A ho
wariy. "So. s true what they say, of your
loylics and ampers boh
“You'e yet o sce my tempe, Duke Stefan. Pray
et sk enan e cese?
new, familiar voice. Sasha
ookt s  Sofy row como i viow, escorod

dsbelevrgy Soys rebm sare was fory.
ok et oo e presertshston xpained
piregliphptiry language fike @ book.

asha gestured her foward, sharply. Sofy
abandoned her companion's am with a gracious
apology and made her way between the drinking
roughs, Duke Stefhan extending a courteous hand to
help her through. Sasha took Sofy's am with a
dangerous glare at the duke and dragged her away to
the smithys wal.

“What are you doing with these bastards?" she
Hased o hor s showe W conbuing crg of
hammer on metal. The heat fom the fires was
irinse. “These ato e Larosa, SOy e 10 you
about them!

*Sasha, just once could you meet some new people
without starting a fight?” Sofy shook her arm clear of
Sasha's grasp, indignanty. “Duke Stefhan is an
inteligent and cultured man, if youd only give hima...”

“The man's a murdering vilain, ike al the Larosa
ning classes

How do you know?” Sofy snapped. “You've only
justmet the manl”

Toudortcao what ey oo e serte, st
‘Staring at Sofy angrily. Sofy was supf
smor m She ook atevs ot fancy clothon

nt were all it took to dance past her
e usuauy excellent judgment. “You don't care.
raiding parties across the Saalshen-
Bacosh border sbou e abdocions  and

"Oh. how dare you?" Sofy was rally angry row:
How dare you say that | dortt care? Of course | care,
‘Sasha, but dorit you sea? You simply cannot continue.
1o justfar everyone with one brush, I mean, the Larosa
can'tall be like thatl There's s much culture in
Larosa, Sasha, and the other Bacosh provinces.

's a lot of culre in




damned if fm going to walk arm-in-arm with a Blood
Tribe Wariord”

“Not eventhing's a confict, Sashal” Sofy was
pleading now. “You'e 50 used to fighting, your whole
ffe. You fought father, and you fought your minders

i Damon and you g0 1 i
and if you keep

notmm ik conictyour et it
have 1o stop assuming that everyone is

geme and kind wntl proven otherwise,” Sasha
retorted. “Youte a good-natured person, Sofy, and
il people wil take advantage of that if you lt the.

justanother pampered,ignorant it palace

Sofy saredat et eyes wide AT swalowed hrd,
g back smalon. Wekthats matre”
huffed. “Wher oesrit agre Wit you, kst
ol nabe, o e shes oyt A

Saatu's paccn 8 didaitd ok At asiowly
o someting decanton Even e arace

o!Bae»Tar\/wemam as its limis, you

asha watched her leave, broodingly Awua gave
Sosha's smug ok nd it & confaring e
Solys shouder, welcoming her back into the ot o
they moved off. Duke Stefran bowed, mockingly, and
folowed. Sasha looked about with hands on hips,
searcting for sometfing she could throw.

Across by the nearest fumace, a Goerenyai
blacksmith dipped a red-hot horseshoe inlo a bucket
of water, which hissed. Hi arms were huge, ippling
with muscle beneath entwining tatioos. He looked at

asha, beneath long, tangled, sweaty hai
looked her up and down,ingeringly.

“Don't worry, lassie." he said. “Those cothes look
plerty fine by me” And winked at her, cheerfuly
Sasha gave him a reproachiul ook, The blacksmith

yai men were such diots, sometimes. Rude, cheerf,
irreverent, fearless idiofs. And she nearly laughed.

for the ma's benofit. He grined, stil hammering,
evidenty with only one eye on s wor

‘Sasha walked lo siroke Peg's nose, an apology for

taking 50 long. “This s why | ke horses," she told him
tiredly, feeding him a piece of it fom her pockel.
Relaionships are so simple, so Lncomplicated.” Peg
seemed far more interested in the snack than her
comesaton“maan | krouncu dort ik .

Peg snorted, and thrust fis nose into her hands,
searching mr more food. Nudged at her pockes,
breathing great, horse-smeling breaths all over her.

Saona shiba, and Rgged N



Ohirteen

|7 s cop N THE LBRARY. Sasha sat on her stool
beiave the w\de wami desk and wrapped herself

gty wi table
kered  wan bt upo e pagh oo b
coal brazer gave some warmih  her back. Across
tm samoirg b, e g o
hewise i s and ams—ai men, soms

eyes were a demon bie, and all her soldiers wore &

ly aspec
Before her lay the writings of a Torovan archivst

court following the disappearance of King Leyvaan's
acosh amy in e il and orests of Saasren, and

the subsequent occupation of the

provinces now known as e Saaihen Bocosh oy e

“IThe demon said hor name as Maldereld, and
that by her hand and others were King Leyvaan and
his entire force of twenty thousand slain. Lord Sharis
vas enraged, and would have struck the demon
down where she stood.”

‘Why he did not, the text did not say. Perhaps it had

“They could have spread futher and made an
empire. Buten, mayoe et was buman irking The
sertin had itle interest in empi

oo mads s el e hich Searerned

Echoing footsteps made her tum, wih a reach for

staightened, pushing back her hood 30 tat e amp
et Toce e oo Tooked ver wan o o
quickly over between the tables.

ved tself as Janyds, his
he whispered, ‘please
come quickly. rido on Prince Damon's business.”
“Ride?" Sasha frowned...Jaryd did appear to be
ssed o iding. ide where?”

il explain on the way" And he
earad dosor 15 whipor o oo concara
Udalyn, MLady."

‘Sasha stared at im. Then she got up and blew out
her lamp. She followed Jaryd between the tables,
ignoring the cloaked, hooded stares of men at their

tables.
Outside in the cold right, it was only a short wak to

a1 loaked i ver Wy were
you ot at the Rathynal feast with everyone else?"
T it ovnore ok St sais oy

wear
Jord gave o 8 bamaed ook
i

id you wear one?" Sasha reforted. Jaryd
bhnked “There you are. Shoud you even be walking

"Cte my am tats broken, WLacy it my o,
J

" he added. ‘She




Srectsde buling, biing hor I, Sho saw so it of
But...'fm not avoiding her, fm avoiding her
fends. dortwart o il anyof e Or e, i
10 want o kil some of them. But notin front of Sofy.”
“You have my sympathies there, Yo darty
oot nd 8 good belrg Gut b s e

" ot snouh o defendyour gecr, mostof
the_time told him wryl. *Ml not even try o
defond e, Whats you wgoncy”

“There is a rumour of refugees,” said Jaryd in low,
voice, with a cautious glance about the gloomy street,

Sasha stared at him. ‘Refugees from the valley?
How ha 67"

“We dorit know, MLady. We think they were seen
pon the road. It seems a messenger was sent to
Prince Koenyg at speed and now he has deployed
men of Ranash and Bameryd upon the Baen-Tar
eimetr i iht

row he sends oyl Vernitanss od 1
mlermpt' Sasha  muttered.

Damon has quietly asked some of the
Falcon Guard, MLady," Jaryd mumured. “We feel we.
might find the refugees irs if they arrive tonigh, yet
Prince Damon s requred ai e feat, and e stel

through which one might move a person
ur\dehclﬁd o e cy e wskhed by Pircs

nyg's
Bamon s o smugglo a Udabn o he cit?”

MLady, Prince Damon wonders if the king is.
avare of al vt warspies. He say. e sas that
king is in agreement with these policies in
pmup\l he does not follow their implementation in
Jail
“Price Koanyg has dore s bfore, MLady...wo
ears g0, you might rcal it s Gowretvige
in Yethulyn fell beneath the thral of a headm:
procaimed himsell possessed by a great 5 spmn and
his vilage an independent
e sont Kaery. s Koeryg had e leaders
Kkiled and the enire vilage bumed to the ground,

Sasha repld
nd the king, Prince Damon says, was most
ispoased 16 o of Pice Koomgs mehoss:

punish the entire vilage was Lmnecessary. He sent
gold and dispatched tradesmen to help in the
rebuiking.”

*And Darmon thirks father is not aware that Koonyg
may be encouraging a Hadryn attack on the Udalyn?”

MLady, the king spends much of his days in
temple. He prays and he reads from the holy texis. His
directions are broad, Prince Damon says, yet
tnsts Prins Koenyy o implement the detai of those:

et oded, tinking ard. Tro road wound
about the amoury and the raining hall now. On the.
figh, the great city wall loomed dark and bleak in the
night.*He shouid know Sasha mutered. “How could

wow?"

*Prince Damon feels that perhaps if the king were
preserted with a refuges from the Udaiy, an
eyowitness who might sway the king's compassion.
Jang ook doep reath
him a hard look. “And why a
dom e ou dort need to help. Spiris, s
ugh trouble aiready:
 raubl fightans e ho more thani ightns you

Jaryd said stubborny. Sasha shook her head in faint
disbelief. In Lenayin, Goorer-yai men weren't the orly
ones with rocks for heads.

=
At the base of the Baen-Tar cif, Sasha and Jaryd
o

headed lefl and broke free into the paddocks and low
stone wals of the roling Baen-Tar farmiands. Many

men were awake, she saw as they rode between
X wven and sleepy by the fickering light
of torches. Here, a small cluster of men tal re

an officers tert. There, a pair of sokdiers held six
horses saddled and ready in case of sudden need.
Seniries stood watch along the road, yet Jaryd took
th fore,ling hefont of i doak fl pen o rves!
the l unfom of e Fakon Guard and mll armour
) Guard and mall amour



that on, considering his arm. No man challer
them. But something, it seemed, had aroused the
soldiers

Sasha ook e frst svlatle dgtiend
attempling 1o gain some sense of the placemen of

largely of southem sfayen. Jaryd pointed further
dowr il where a cluster of lents sat lonely
witin an isolated feld, flanked by several large trees
and neighbouring cottages. The camp was aive with
te ot s,

Lord Krayliss is awake,' Jaryd said.
Dot Sraaing e eeh ovc ot bairg ndd
o the Rathynal fe

e Sasha sid weary. “Ancier charce o

ke oubio missed. h ogedy s et b ) U
deserved each other. I shouid have been him and
Usyn in that circle before the wals, winner takes al.

they both paused while he gave it one-handed to
bt Vot o & et i oo i ssomed a1
00 silent, here on the lower slopes, away from the
noise of men and horses in camp. Ahead, there was
h land and forest. Not a place 10 ride at night if
one could avoid it.
‘Atthe bottom of the il the forest surrounded thom.
Sasha e 19 e High and e gtk carced upon
trees, casting_crazy shadows across the
ume o, Orcs, Sae fanced she saw 3 gean
an owl, most likel. The trail
Cimnet s rocky folds, yet Jaryd see
sure of the way. When the trail divided, he took the.
lesstravellod route, bushes thrashing against their
horses' legs.
“Then, ahead, there came a new ight through the
trees. Two, in fact. Jaryd saw, and reined o a halt
Peg freted, ears fcking in e cod as rders
approached. Sasha counted five horses...and
smallr poy sling batind ona ket Jaryd led
a tongue Sasha did not recogrise and
ke ropy. And bon, in the brghoriTa g of oo
forche: see the groen of Tyree beneath

tiders' cloaks.

"My Lord," greeted a rider. Beneath the ho
‘Sasha recogrised Sergeant Garys. He peered s
the shadow of her own hood...and his eyes widened
a litle. Garys haftbowed in the saddle. “MlLady
Sashandra. Two Udalyn, MLady. One of Jureliyr's
Scouts has escorted then ths far but tumed back as

00n as he handed them over. Said he had o get
back to Jurellyn”

Orly then did Sasha see the small cloaked figure
stide te sadde of anoier man, Hs shape kst
sganetve Soldier's buk and shadow. A young fat

fror arid. Now she
Uncersond whero e pony ad come o

Damn,” she muttered, nudging Peg_alongside

Sergeant Garys. She handed him both ein and torch,

hand on the child's am. A boy, she saw, looking
exhausted and diry besides the fear. But he seemed
Know how 1o sit on a sadde. f he'd come al the
way from the Udalyn Valley, he must surely
L she said gnly Friend. Do ot be fighened
These are good men. Where are you:
The fear remained in the kmys eyes. And
incomprehension. "Doesrit seem o speak much
Lenay. the soldier said with a concemed frown,

“Edu” Sasha multered. “Of course.” She gave the
surrounding soldiers a wry glance. “| dorit suppose
ayons her speaks ary Er The men sxchanged
looks. "l thoug)

Edu, the tnnqus ttro U So ccustomd hd
sho bocome to the notion that most Lenays woud
speak at least a litte Lenay. But that was a recent
even, since the coming of King Soros. Lenayin had
been a land of a thousand valleys and, it was said, a
tosard torgues. King Soros hed brousit the
warting cians together beneath ferenihane
banner...but not the Udalyn. A mnmry of isolation



And now the boy spoke no language anyone here
coud speak. One look info his wide, frightened eyes
and Sasha realised that she was gazing inio the
souti e of sty

she said to_herself, tring fo_think.
s, wiol . Eat, ot 8w loom 19
ranslation. There must be something...”

From another horse, there came a plaitive, waiing
ery. Two Udalyn, Garys had said. Sasha ran o the
other horse and found in that rider's lap a young gir,
of o more than six or seven. She looked just as
batkagge, weary and iy e e boy..and o

n tomfiod, amide amoued
Sranrs o 810 ot speak e lonee, s s
panicking. The soidier upon whose saddle she rode,
bty osramya i a thck berd i o rstin
er rashing. The wails grew oud
O bore hre!”Sasha aid foaching p o th g
a5 0 dr g e g o canphg s Jovsd
hand over her mouth—there were northen riders out
inhe dark a5 we. The g1 loked down tvough rer
sobs w Sasha. She held out both ams,
insincively Sasha. puted her from e saddio and
held her, as the girl clutched to her and sobbed tpon

“Ryshal” the boy now called out, alamed. “Rysha,
elmat ulyn Ryshal” He sinuggled clear of his soldiers
ams, leaped to the ground with considerable agilty
and ran to her. Sasha pu the it girl down and the.
boy grabbed her, and hugged her close. There was a

Soid ity e squatted
vetors hom iy afiodoss beerce, Ard e
xended a careful finger, poiniing
Sroverr she aid sowl evsbrovs aced Srited
e ngeo e g i

oy frowned ot m  yary. Then rodded.

St
Ryeha? Sasha sk e ot ot ram? Rysha?”
Another nod. “That's a pretty name.” With no hope that
he understood. But it was important to keep talking
Slerco, i crfn,wes neer ondy How ol
rs7

o mvrehel\smn Nios Loray torgues stared

many wards, Oflon when meeting a norapecier one
coud simply st wlovart words u icing os tat

rked. Not this time, it seemed. She poirted to
boraat, ten fashod on fngos, wico. Toon poiiod
fo_him, questoningly_Realisation, this time. He
palted to el and fashed tan frges, o, And

“And what Is your r\ame?' Sasta asked i
Pointed to his sister. ‘Rysha, ar
Dan” said o boy.with oo anatintot pride,

ryd Yuver

Greetings, Daryd Yvenar Sasha said with a

s, My pme 13 Sashandra Lenayin’ A paise =
seemed 1o recognise that, frowning. “Princes

Sasharcra Lerayin’ Sasha added,caretly. On\ymo

wel aware of the men who surrol

\lstzmr‘g

[ o becans « wideoyed sare
Comwahem\on at surely the only human woman he'd
m o o it sport wiha 7 raid
Grsana I pate i st e bk Sy
ahn'" he exclaimed. “Tel edan yl Synrich-ahnl”

Dear spifits, not that again. Sasha put a hand fimly
on his shouder. Even litle Rysha was staring at her
Pow, teary but wide-eyed. There was a yellow fower
i her hair of a kind Sasha had never seen befor
now tattered and haif-dead. “Daryd Yuvenar. Uda'Y“"

vigorously. “Udalyn. Ren
father! King Torvaall Vy/ heryt ais on shyl e
Poltng o e oun o sy, desper

sama et out a hard breath. That was obvious

enough. “Aye,” she said, mddmg sofy. 1 thirk we

o lskton might co L Ard ey had boen

, Garys had said, by one of Jurelyn's scouts;
Sarohy who had iazed trn vl for e Pacon Guard
tpan e road o Tanenyn, Darmon e et mbetid
8wt Uots movernes and ow o st
tre slion desperse Sneugh 1o sand hess o
straight for the king.



firedly © the surounding men, | don't speak any Edu
0 get a story from these two. But there is one who
might”

=

foor of Lord Krayiss's tent was_spread with

eated uncomfortably at her side, spoled the scene's
ancent oty

Krayliss attempled questions of the children as they
ate. Both were clearly frightened of the big, bearish

smile and nod encouragement, whilst trying to folow
the boken sraches ofcomersaton
neryn men spoke Edu with any

felow yuans to by. What evolved was a three, and

ses
even bits of Cherrovan, o ask questions or inferpret

o
intellectually demanding. A pity there were no serin
i They would have been ulterly
intrigued
Finall, Krayiss straightend on his bundled seat,
frowning heavily. t suited his face entiely. “They are
from Ymoth,” he said heavily Sasha nodded, having
gathered that much already. “Usyris amnies attacked.
Thousands of men on horse, the boy says. They fle

Wwho guided then here. That was eight days ago.”
£Tren Usyris amy headed staght o Ymob afer
leaning Halleryn,” said one of the yuans,
doubt e plaved i vonchary o e Bogmin
jdalyn shouid never have resettied Ymoth,”
Kmyhss e . v ot o oty oty
amidstferte lands. Surely it must have tempted thern.
But the word of successi
Verenthane kings has luled their instincts for sunival,
Ymoth is to0 exposed, a Udalyn to0 few in

defonces,” said Sasha.
Fuhor up e valey tho oo are shoor And ton
there are the wal

gwieyert K, it & ardening tone,
that there is no time to losel”

Sasha met his gaze ilrm\y “lagres. We shoud take
atleast ono chid to the king. We noed to persuade
him that the Hadryn must be stopped.”

I bave o faith in the farsight and mercy of
Verenthane kings," Krayiss mutered.

ping the Udalyn ailve the past
replied
Kraylss's eyes biazed. ‘The Goerenyai are not
wealdrgs! We can deferd cr ol Wo e mare)

oador 0o pis how provdonce it we shvid
o bs gavered ogetrer s

asha Tl hor . Sghen in o4 antpaton

K o




come to Baen-Tar 1 face the king's justice. Here, at
Rathyral, he wouid have a far grealer audience. There
were thousands of Goerer-yal soidiers encamped
here before the walks of Baen-Tar. All Krayiss thought
theyneededas sutabe motiaon

defended themsehves for a
cemury agamﬂ m/ervmelmllg odds," Sasha said
coldly. “There showd be no rush into a crisis because.
we were {00 impationt to make a proper appeal o the
King.™

“The king shall wait unt al are dead and the Udalyn
are no more,” Krayiss replied, his fist cenched.

Shoud you desre my suppor Lord Kiais:
Sasha said il e we shal do thirgs my wa
Othervise, you shal not

Koo gonred S need your b, g,
damn wel

e 1%l of ho Syich or " Sasha sid
sharply.

About the ten, some men made the spirit sign.
Krayliss bit his tongue with dificuly. Daryd and Rysha
sat watching with wide eyes. Sasha saw that they
clasped hands. "MLady." said one man, Seriously.
and with deference. “What action do you suggest?

Krayiss's scowl grew deeper. ‘The king,” Sasha
told the man, cooll. “He is our best chance. Any other
course would risk tearing Lenayin apart
fot lose faith in our Verenthane brothers. Master
e ek ruch O tse o chn, o
many of the Falcon Guard's Verenthane
Sroud e it 10 s e Uy veromtancs
houd ide i s, Lonayn must romaln wholo
Shoud a purely Goerenyai amy atiack the
Vevenane ot Al Vernhanes sl ise sgarst
and al shal be lost”

‘should the king ot see reason?” Krayiss said
darkly. “What then woud MLady of the Symich
intend?”

Sasha exhaled a long breath, her gaze setting
upon the two dirty, fightened children before her. “Let
us hope,” she said quietly, that it does not come to
that”




Oourteen

Ot KraisS3 Nen ARAED tho et moming as
Sasha went about ghing Peg a groom and wash
Wit Tanenyn manwas lie

Bes you take him now, MLady: said the man, a
loan Gosrenyal wilh s Pai in maybrads, butwitn
0 sprmask. Ho seemed odgy as he pushed asde
e sl gate, casting a fialgiance each way up the
il Wefe being walched. The fad dew o special
menton trough he gates, we said he vias MLords
nephew, but strely someane W rolice that we
domtak to i, or it he dossritsten”

* Sasha sai, placing a hand on the boy's
shouder. Wl just hope o one waris to question
e foal princess. Rwoud be a frs in Baen-Tar-~

o 2 wry il and deparied

El
3

startthe next day. Things happened siowly in Lenayin,
whars et mesirgs verm corosmac. A o
Sasha had heard 1 from the times when

orel e ke woeks i becauke o a e
mulipletransiations that were. required for  the
discussions.

Sasha took the faintly bewildered, anxious boy to
the back of the stable, from where she withdrew a
cloth package from the straw beneath Peg's drinking
rough. She unwrapped the bundle, to reveal
clothes of about the correct size for a ten-year-old lad.
Pamape Koarg o been o s access o

been
Gevvre by one o St/ s ooy 6 il o
help, when Sasha had asked. Whether Sofy herself
know, Sasha cid not know.

Here," she said, laying out the clothes. Daryd,
owaver, was strig up al Pog win disoalef and

of course, would ride traditonal
dsieh win Demps orly 2 hardi of owends
& lowlands warhorse, Peg wa

“ng‘ Dand sad, graty impressed. So that was
Word n common i Edu O partaps hed
carmod ot o ko e T
oy b Sasha agroed. e namo is Pog- Ard
Menmamrswmmusmn, “Sasha” pointing at hersel,
Daryd.” poiniing at him. ‘Peg.
Daryds eyes widened. ‘Peg? he asked
Peghyrion”
Sasha binked at him, surprised...unil she realised
{20, wae mout ol ocham e 1 g
Shotd named Pog o he ot sar it med e
svord ik e cortalaton of Hytron e Wert
That . far predating even
named his  sword
Pegiyion for the chid sioen rom i by th cark
spirits

Peghrion: Sasha murmuesd.‘Sonof tharon” As
1t aaing Ho rame mertned. Peg Hd ts gres
lack rose fom s rough. and stchod toward
Dy Sachipi b o e by oder ot
Daryd did not finch. Extended his hand for Peg fo
il Peg, o course, was e with chidren n hs
rience,

had surely never seen an animal even half Peg's size
e, vas ket b

*Peghyrion” Daryd breathod, as Peg snuffled
urtolyat s ingers. Sasha rffed e boys i

“We've  itle ime yet,”she said. ‘Dress first, then
you can help me groom fim.”

‘Sasha and Daryd atiracled it atention as they
walked the back lanes of Baen-Tar. Daryd stared up

new clothes fited him well enough and with his

longish, fight-brown hair brushed into some kind of

order, he looked very much the makings of a
ndsome

of someone with important business. It was the.
that Sasha had seen of the vaunted Udaiyn spiit &
was not disappointed.

They anived at the end of a lane and directly



opposite loomed the palace, three storeys of gr
orng windous, ard miate, stnowerk. Sasha
cautioned Daryd o remain in the shadow, wile she.
peered each way about the comer...there was sireet
traffc, mostly groundsmen or radesmen, and the

were the even grander, square steps of the Saint
Ambelion Ter
Sasha pud up i oo on her st wss ot

batcogrisec.Sho enooks dasp rsath grasped
the boy's hand and walked around the comer
ahoed, sevora Royal Guardsmon had sopped o
talk in the middle of the road. None looked at her or
the boy as they passed. From ahead, ot of sight
beyod wher e oad bent abou b great temle
orts Sovea Saere, hare zame B Anoing
Fumpets and B echo of drms. An sulbie Shoer
from athering. There were no nobles on the
streets because they were all at the ceremonies. I
was well then, that she did not look too important
‘She ascended the great femple stairs, scanning up
frmwitinhr hood o see thefourgardamen at e
‘Swords.

Ambalors s Grent spres lonred agam XY
fsskmoingceacs, Dan sl ped on e iy

seo that sight _and Sasha suffered a flash of
memory. 5 5 e g g on e slepe vt
staring upward, for that glorious vertigo of motion and
dizziness...The tallest structures in Lenayin, they
were, pronouncing Vererthane glory to the lands for
many fols

rdsman was Goerenyai and she
stopped before fim. *lwish o see the king.” she said
oven)

Davgher o aer” s sl iy e the
king.” oo oo agan Sashs Took
Saariage, i Darvde ran and vk poot
The temple's huge doors towered overhead, lef partly

Ambelion on the right, in fowing robes with a
Blssing paim uprased, and King Soros on the e,
eni)hmned anine pommelet i "

The main doors were open and the ceriral aisle
betwean pews. steched ndingy ahesd. For a
momen, Sasha dared to believe that it might indeed
be that easy. Then she heard a ratling footstep as a
Soldier came thvough the gap befind. MLady!
MLady, stopl"

From beneath the statues, guards sprang (o ife,
blocking the way with hands on hits. Others closed in
on her side, and the guards from ouside closed at
her back. Sasha tumed 1o face the man behind,
hat man looked over her head. “Lieutenant; he said
Sastancia Lensym she claims

i, this time taking Daryd about
it o, T Veopart s G 1 eyes
emed bonsat Ho gesirg . Sasta pikod

her hood and met s gaze. “MLady. said the
et Toeng 5o poyer
know, said Sas!
s a serious thing to distub the king at prayer”
The lieutenant's face was free of tatoos, but his
seemed 1o have a litte length beneath the helm. A
single goid ring hung in s left ear. Her hope flared. It
was

of a man's feelings by the nature of his
avvesfame Wit what emergercy woud you s
's holy contemplatic



said Sasha, placing her hand upc
Darws oot ™o Vovoraces gece Croppon ©0
regard Daryd. Daryd stared upwards, unfinchingly. A
9o0d,commoniad igh ot s aze,corkoriad by

f rank. Daryd's stare was defiant “He is

T kterants ey fash back 0 Sasta's Wi
sharp alarm. She e the disquiet her words
had causod, in the. so«-nmg poise of the guardsmen.
Broathing seemed 10 coaso. “Udalyn, said the
ewtenant.

‘A efugee.” said Sasha. "From Ymoth. The Hadryn
atacked It barey cigt cays ag0. | woud speak wih
my father, Lieuter boy rode without halt from
i tands oy ..gm for that purpose. He's
eamed it”

Lieuterant” said one man, in a low, alarmed voice,
“we should alert Prince Koenyg~” The fieutenant
stared at him, displeasure in is eyes. Beyond him,

ha caught a glimpse of a priest advancing up the
long central aisle, o check on the commotion. The
et E back

doymat Do conictors batleg n s eyes

DS sid Sasha o e by, spert

Daya A gosured 1o hor modh Do 3poe.
oy o e vice Complete setences,
precise and formal. The high, stone atrium echoed
with foreign Edu ovels inbears 148 pce e
s construction. For a momen, Sasha fancied that the
grim stone statue of her greatgrandfather Soros
might have finched for shame.

“The lieuterant squatied opposite Daryd and star
by . ot oo 16 Spooen
and stared back, eyes biazing. And the lisutenant, for
e bieest moment, appeared 1 btte agane some

i emotion.

su“ he said then to Sasha. “The king's daughter
Make it brie

"Bl i gasped a soa T futonantgave i
a sharp glare and rose. Sasha fancied that his eyes

aitle moist,

“Brief, | say;” he snapped. Sasha grabbed Daryd's
P and eciged uikypast Th priet approactng
doun te iso change diecions as she ma

hurying to keep up.

“MLady Sashandra,” he said, cool yet urgert at her
tigh shoukder, e kg is i pte chambers. Hs
meditations are deep, he is not o be dist

S s o Soate oo, s o, e

o

crossed th oo breath an mpossily ighcalig
Coloured windows rowed the walls high above, t
moming sun spearing low, angled rays across the.
Sono. e g ndesd seomed hoavanly. and the
tempe i fushed an sere. Sasa ad o crosen
s, yet even she could feel
the awed magmﬁmr\ce inevery silent step across the
floor. At her side, Daryd stared upward and about in
silent increduity. He made the spirit sign repeatedly.
Sasha hoped the priest did not sce.
Anead, an alar fose on a broad stone platiorm with

across all of Lenayin, preaching ( those who woud
fisten. Few indeed, it woud have been back then, in
pagen Cheroianiod Lerayn
that she caught sight of a dark
ﬁgure kr\eehm "pon he raised Space bannd the
sl ddn fom th contal ase by a ecem, Ho
n a cushion before a pedestal, upon which
Fang & Verorihano sia on a ok cin. Acss o
wall behind was  huge wooden star, inlaid with gold
and silver, and set int the very stone of the il
Sasha stopped as the priest scuried about the
seps and wisparsd ewrerty in be reshng
figure's ear. The figure communion stroud
it nead, ke & biack, Siken handrchi. Bocking
out the physical world, 5o that he coud focus entirely



upon the spintual. Sasha felt her heart gallop in
gathering alarm and dismay. She had not known that
her at prayer. Such th
for the especially devout, and the penitent and falible.
Torvaal rose, siowly, cloth flom his
head, and gave it o the priest. Then he backed from
the pedestal, head bowed, and straightened, arching
his neck as if o siretch stiff muscles, gazing up at the
huge, eight-pointed Vorerthano star upon the wall

above

“Daugher” he said, and fis voice was clear in the
hushed temple air, athough he had not spoken loudly
i lon id o anger onycalr. Thal, at st vas
a relief. "You have.

e prcet gestrod ugenty o st 0 appmach
She did so, clutching Daryd's hand as she rounded
e ator Spa. She roced b bossoms penind
the prest a el fom chihood senices Now

hain and star. She wondered at
e Sgntcance
“My Lord," she addressed her father, and sank to
one knee. Daryd did likewise, shooting her sideways

calmness 1o his fone that had been absent on
previous occasi almost...content,
Sasha's topes rose cramatialy How o fas I
been since you ast ventured into

o Alrg e Fathor- Towaa ad oty ocked at
He gazed instoad upward, his exprossion distart.
Hl$ black oerd, sho sa n rofle ed beon ecenty
years, | woud thirk. Krystoffs,

s

Her fater crew in 2 log, deep brealh Sasha
wondered if she'd said the wrong thing. “Yes, Torvaal
14 ety e, it would b b . T bt
time that Kessligh tos

e, My Lora, sald Sasha. %o b
e beauit, fs it not> Towaal asked. "Such
ranauiity”
The s, Sasha roted, had malid away. They
were alone i mple, herself and her father.
Aot Dang, e sy barely a word. She. m
Pot been in such a circumstance with him perhay
cver I hor e . Sucdory hor mouth ok pio
“Very beautiu, my

e Fan sl soemed g at Tovaats . Such
manners. Whenever one of your sisters comes (o me
in'search of some great favour, | hear much the same
tone.” Sasha blinked. R was almost humour. She was.
astorished. “What would you ask of me, daughter
mine?"

“That you consider the plight of tis boy, my Lord."
Torvaal looked at her for the first ime. His eyes
narrowed sightly, as If e sight surprised him. Wel,
perhaps itdid

His gaze sipped down to consider the boy. “He is

nothing do | wear the shroud. The gods are infalible,

Sashandra. Yet the more | h:

‘communion with their ight, the more | recognise my

oun fallrgs. Even wih ire shrouc, | camot frd
f the worid penelrates my ears,

and oo siom. eighionment of hoaven eiodos Mo

en you krow Yol s ahn, fabor
Satha whe unatle 10 koo jency from her
Voo, i Teger eads” . amen_f o
against the Udalyn, against all the instruction of Baen-

alive or dead! He rode to Baen-Tar o plead with you
for o e, Pt and o fes of s pecpel Wik
you order them
Toreal ook s 3 doep breai. o tumed and gazed
p at the great Verenthane star upon
Yo coaped behd W back, Bon e decislors, he
said then, with heavy finalty, “are no longer
Yands.
Sasha stared, increduous. “Why? You aro king! All
of Lenayin answers to you!"
ing gave a aint shake of his head. ‘Davgher,
you do not understand.
 Enighin me” Her lamper was sippirg arce
new it was most unwise, yet she could not

Sopi W



“The gods have chosen,” Torvaal said simply. “The
viscom o1 ha gods fs it Onee 1had oug rat
1 signs poitad v Sasshanand e st
Now, 1 see that those were not signs, but merely my
own deksion: Now, | se6 cleary el th s port
{ovard e reatbroterhood of Verenars. X s the
e
us your wmv' Sasha o, an ook & deep
bre: elf. “Father. Father, please.
Klsshghamays (e of yourjustce. You know that
the Udalyn Valley s the stitch that hoids the tapesiry of
Ly ogetrer ¥t s s urdor, e lpesty
7o vl vou knowth
s Toraal, with bard fraify
Yo was you broher, & your koo or i was
strong. You saw him through a child's eyes—you stl
U never saw the gods' intent, daughter. You
believed your own eyes, and tusted your own
judgment, never realising how it couid lead you so far
ast
“Krystoff was the king's heir, just as | was my.
father's. To be the heir is a sacred thing. | was
anointed myself, here in this temple, as a chid. The
ishop blessed me with the holy water before a
gathering of lords from across Lenayin. I that, my fate

Your gandiierdiad bacame 0. vas e gock
wil, Sashandra. Suchis indisputal

oo, Ired. i what | ok was kst 1id my pest
1o please the fates.” Torvaal reacl o
gloved hand 1o the gold Vererihane star upon the
pedesal, Therswas  sacnesson s face. And |
failed. My heir was taken me. Kessiigh,
Lenayin's saviour from heaven, on my senice. And
e took my daugtter Sorows, e o exs <ay

rses B2 omes oo, The gock

Feamert s movocane, Imstoow

Vo looked.at_ Sasha, The. sadness vanished,

repaced by coolfmaty e a mask ° am gl of
vanity, daugher. | had a great plan for Lenayin. Ye
aroat pars are ot tho ook a\ons‘ o w1t
pay penance. Koomy has shown great gt of
command. The rs im and our lords and
o sdmie s leadara. Th gods o o
Lenayin a new direction, Sashandra. Had they not,
they woud ot have taken Knysiof fom me. Wit
Koenyg at my right hand, | shal folow

ot Sared ot mn ot opon i cisbeiet
Suddeny, the temple air seemed cold. A fash of
memory struck her.. Krystoffs chambers, filed with
moming fight rom the windows. He had promised her

stered bar ko e i room. Sashe recaled
his repiies o her confusion, the winsome, faintly
Crasperted sl e quesions et 0 hr s
stumbled onto some pecularly adultthing and was out
of er depth A she ecated the god Vereirans
star against is bare cf

‘e st now, o i chainand sta upon
pedestal. khad boen his. Shed rarely seen him wear

of
Kesslighs from Petrodor, had once presented him
with. Bt rarely the Verenthane star, except on formal
cccssions. O pataps, whan baddg Verrtane
maidens who noeded convincing that the si

Tt s thom svagnt 0 e res of Lo

Looking at her father, Sasha fell an emotion
beyond her immediate shock, or her more familiar
anger. lwas pity. Torvaal had lost an heir. He grieve
for the loss in the terms of what it had cost him, as a
father, as a king, and as a sennt of the gods. He.
recalled Kiystoff by this symbol. and placed it in such
a position of prominence wihin the greatest temple in
Lorayn. He prajed beloro It very day. secking

penar roeived

nd ,e\ e symbol was ot Krystoff. Not Kot
ccoring i ne o had koown s sho fad. Tre
star, o Krystofi,had been ke all the formal
o ke wiang. o o ptiily ok pornt
pecpl e was cbigd o greet,and be o 0, wrist

s about them when none save his
olighieg It Sictr o hear 1 was pom and



ceremony, and badges of office, all the things that

Kiystoff had either despised, or found fresome at

best. i one had wished a more ft

sl ore e nugurled 2 agand fstal

in his name...or an anual dance, where

Jourg menichtprus he prty avllabl s

8 glam i hal ey THs st on he pedest was
rely a father's projection of his own belie

dosies.

Sasha's oyes prickled. For a ather o grieve for his
Sonwas sad. For that father 0 do 50 without ever trly
knowing who s son had been was tragic.

“And 50 Lenayin shall be tom to piece:
tightl, “because the king has lost his nerve.

“Adark fre itin Torvaals eyes. Fearsome, ina way
thtarcita s arger might ot fns aleced o

s bocass ho ws her g, or her
fabor, o coul o Quese. Tho Gods rave SHRSI0d
T 3 1ot esporaiiy, couir e s oy

she said

insultthe gods' wil i sacrilege. I shall not alow o
if you think the gods' justice shallbe less for one of my
own flesh and blood, you shallbe sadly mistaken.”
From the far end of the temple, there came voices
and the approach of heavy foosteps. Soidiers, Sasha
knew without looking. Her time had run out. Poiteness
had not worked. Pleading had not. And her fury wat
escaping its bour
You hide behind your gods like a coward behind
M stok” Seare s, ovsts ayes spped
o, o T ed boon phicaly sinck, ‘o
rsspunmmlwy is yours, father! You were chosen! You
"0 oghey of ot et Soros

Sron! oo ot & e oganet e 6
VoAThshowyou 8 e o0 KTowte 6 wores o
frow wtt e oucome shak bs, and st you do
Pothing!

Tonas e o embe. She'd neve seen him
50 angry. For a moment, she thought he might stike.
her...or try to. Then he fumed and strode about the
altars far side
approached down the aisle. Sasha followed him,
clutching Daryd, who was staring up at her, and al the.

approaching soldiers, in increasing alarm,

ke cusiody of e boy: Toraa tod e frst

soldier who arived. “Treat him well. Take him
Pince Kosnyg, and bs disrset”

Trm okl and s parear aenced, ot ess
more in o wake, Tho senior
ooy o sop 1o hre ot by i Sywicn
make you regret t” Sasha snarled. The man stopped,
frozenin hs racks. His junior, although Verenthane by

earance, sesmed grealy umened by s sniors
reacion and lo Patd. rand o i

Torvaal rounded on her in o dare you
peak that rame in this plaue' [Aheided
voice trembing.

“Why?" Sasha demanded. “X is
fly P of your people, and probatly morel Your
peopl, Fatherl Why are
for speechin the hall of Lenay power?
You presume to speak of things about which you
have no comprehensi
I comprehend that you are the leader of your
comprehend that the Goerenyai desire
leadership! And what do you give them? An amy of
10 slaughier their kin and lay waste to
the most admired, most loved soul of their ancient
beliefs! As wel rip outtheir heart and stamp onit You
prociaim to be the leader of all the Lenay people?
Welllead!”
“Neis, Sashandral” Rk was Daryd, tugging urgenty
on her am. His eyes, pleading up at her, were ful of

the
uardsman quickly leaping between, but Daryd
threw himself onlo his knees and pressed his
fortesc 1 th soomn, He 90ke o werds: prtepe
ing by now their futiity. There was only his one,
o ool amotcance. To Socpermion
Torvaal edged the guardsman aside and stared
down t e boy hudded st s st Emotons batled
within his dark eyes.



2ot The boy tmer 0 Sash before he coid be Ied
away. Sasha saw tears in his eyes.

Rysha," he begged her. ‘Rysha." Sasha nodded,
helplossiy. Her right hand itchod for the sword on hor
shouider, but that wouid do 1o good here. She stood
whorsshe was 0 vl g8  par of quardsmen

Udalyn lad up the temple aisie, toward
od

oo Ymvaa\ seid datty o Sasha, ars coried
to quarters. The NasiKeth shall be

Tepraseriane e e day o Rorar Bo. proety}
that your punishments so.

Sasha regarded fim coldly for a moment. Then she
b, Ingargy. wih someting lss ten pols
intent. “My father’s mercy is renowned throughout
land,” she said icll. She staked of, a guardsmzm
Jpining her on each arm. “Dori bother” she ol

Im quite sure | know the way."

“What?" roared Lord Krayliss. “You thik (o bring this
charge against me now, and cal it justicel”

o oee b s fot. & tand i it of s wcrd
Aboutthe circle of lords others aiso roso, offcer
soders inerposig, swerd ancs at he reacy Al
Damon's side, Myklas also made t ise, but Damon
restained hm wih  Fand, and gave i 2 g
ok Koenyg iod before e g prone ey
in fis cloak of royal black. Behind, and
of the great hal, nobles and soldiers. o eacn m
Lenayin's eleven provinces also rose, smellng a

sLord Krayis”Koeryg aouncod coldy. e
Joud Srough ha all ot hear Yo
Baen Tr by Panos Daron on he undersianding tut
you were placing yourselfwithin the protection of the
king's law! Your violations of the

rofound for all to see. You do not deny that you slew
Groat Lord Rashyd Telgar of Hadryn. The king deerns
itfitor you to be judged before a council oflords this
Rathynal, as the king wishes the people of Lenayin to
observe the justice of all Lenayin, and ot merely the
justic of its king. Do you wish to object to the king's

v 20 Woud you ls rfect s proectons o he
Usyn?

At Koenyg's back, King Torvaal sat upon his throne
ondvatrad s ey Imassie
fa has acted against the

cxpross wanes o King," Koenyg replied, ‘and has
onsore vl oublmaiers.She i o ot o

be present at the first day of Rathynal as the Nasi-
Kethis representative.”

“Oh aye, how comerient!” Krayliss tumed to
confont o crove, wih an exparse, pesticel
gesture.

il ofords ver adawn e yoled o e Lo
of Tenenrs head on e spot. Benind te Tane
flag hat ung above Kraylses char, ten of Kiayisss
senior men placed hands near mew ovords, o wi.
haired, disrepuable comer of an olherwise
impeccably groomed gathering, Knenyg raised both
e, umaved. The o' fay and e of b
seated gathering behind, s
msss eves Gearod wih vimph. Ho thoug
‘won, Damon reckoned. Submit Sashandra to the
It\sl and risk revealing the trih of her Goeren-yai
fhies...or withhold her, thus breaking her
oireement That was o dlemma ho had proseriod
o the king and Koenyg. Now, he was the aggrieved
Jod, g uflre 2 great fnice st e hands of
the Vererrane g His sage
Lokt oy el sriod s h s men
sanding about e 1ol Verenthane pes! Do any of

style yourselves? Do any of you care to ques



shall happen to you when they hear of this outrage?”
He strutied forward, bristing with selfrighteous rage.
'So brave you look, surounded by your Verenthane.
cronies, and your inbred, sister-buggering uncies and
cousins...”

Lord Kumaryn of Valhanan gave a roar of rage and
crow s sword cear i gt echoed th cear
lengthof

nomw wa yolled, puling his own sword

S daced, Lord Kumann lred ot fis price,
quiping air ke inded_fish. " he
Setesid A men canony ake so o
“A man can ako l o s ard mare i s prince
commar he shalll”

Tow lorg v your by . Lod Kraner”
Lord Krayiss roared at him. "You think your honous in
tatiers row? What of he honks you nevs sl o
your pecple? Wil you be so defiant when al tose
neglected thousands armive on the doorsiep of your
great Cryiiss mansion, weapons raised in anger, and
demand resittion for all the honour of which you have

deprived them?”
- rensai doretlowyou” Kuman
vambirg i rago, AL rovgh . Wgos of

o ey col o 00 a8 Foupomato”
g you_think.they wil follow you?” Kraylss
rloed. A1 s way (0 Larosa o muter serin
idren while they sleep? And whats ths?" With
gned dabeie s\anng about the circl of kords. I
count only ten flags! Even a pagan Goerenyai has
enough education to know that there are. cloven
provincos inLenayinl”
put a_hand o s chest, in mock disbelif.
“Srers ar o Hadyr Whor oo, | onder 1
They'e off murdering the Udalyn in
Fertvley ot righ I received o smal Udabn
chidren into my refuge! They had come from Yimolh,
where the Hacryn had pilaged and bumed! And how
is it tha the Hadryn feel so emboldened, we all
wonder, whan the Veronthane Kings of Lonayin have
always forbidden them in o past?

“They stiuck a deal with the king, didrt they?” He
levelled a hard finger at Tonaals trone. ‘I see
Tiding back there, il king! You camnot hide behind
your hair forever! You needed the nortis support for
your lowlands war and so now they have ffee rein o
saughter whomever they wart, dont they? Lady
‘Sashandra brought a chid 1o you this morming o beg
for the lves of the Udahn, didrit she? And you were.

hat amyone shoud dare o care enough

forto v of o sy readed pagans
rod hor in hor foom, and thought 0 spring this

7al ipon e st remaning pagan g i her

“f you wish to make complaint against the king's
rule” Torvaal said heavily from ol throne, “then there
are formal way

"N longe’ Kraylss hdered,with a st of s
finger. “The time of rue by Verenthane kings is over!

o we play by your comupld and onouress

st | dedare Tanenn is o lorger witin tre

Kingdom of Lenayin The las e come of Lerayn
is free from the Verenthane yoke once and for ail |
rsect s Ry, refct s iy, a | ofct you
Master Torvaall Men of Tanenyn, arise,
leaving! A I it bo known that any Goerenyal fom
any province who wishes o ride in haste and save our
brother Udalyn from anrifilation, we shall welcome
you with open ams!”

And with that, Lord Krayliss of Taneryn and his
contingent of nobles and warrors strode for the hals

the centre of the vast eight-pointed star spiayed in tie
across the hals floor. Above soared the great palace
dome, its ceiling alive with a mural—King Soros upon
a white steed, leading his amy of holy warriors to
clory over e Crermovan, Pagan Creroan fesng

i oy g, e gager Larays tl o one e
‘a crazed few fom a

Ging brosd Levbarmems
stared at his brothers cioaked back in
disbeter 1 dort befeve vou st <ad tat” he
it none but Myklas couid overhear.

s rowned. s tre, isntif?”
Aot of men aro about o s reecessiy” Damon
said quielly. He unclenched his fist fom the amrest of
the chair with difficuty, watching the last of the



Taneryn contingent file out, with contemptuous glares
atthe watching Verenthanes on all sides. “Sasha was.

i, brother. Damn her for a painn the neck, but she
was fightall long.”

=

Sasha performed taka-dans with a naked biade unti

u i other exercises had
occupied herself al the moring, locked into Sofys
chambers. the door being unlatct

then Sofys maid Anyse appeared, a meal tray in her
hands. A . startod, fudi
stokes of Sashas taka-dan s sheated e
blade in one smool g

fod. Anyse's reckled face was eamest. *MLady;
$h sldina lowwice a0 b e s beyod e
oor coud . hear, “Princess 'Sofy sends. e
e

Sasha rowned. “ she having fun with her Larosan
rends
s concomd oy, Mady. S sos word
ihat sho is soeking o know where the young boy is
being e
Anyse glanced furtvely oward the doorway. | was
sert 1o give you a message. Lord Krayliss has
caused a commotion at Rathynal. He accused the
ing of betraying the Udalyn, and allbut issued a call
10 arms. Ho stormed outof th hallbefore ho could be
romoved and has retumed to his encampment wpon
tho fleids.
. Sashatoo a deep reath and sard ovard o
e was not partuarty suprised. Events
vere 55t maton. Goporeids woudsock 15
capitalse. Now, it had tny begun. “Thark you.” she
said quiet. lam glad o krow
tumed as iffo go, hositating evenas sho dic
‘Sasha saw tho indecision and gestured for tho maid
0 speak. “MLady. .what of the Udahn?” Anyse
whspered, i ree poreherson
Sasha fowned. Would you olow Lord Krayfss?"
oo, sy homent shake f e fea
Notby . Bl he Uy MLa
Voo Sestn 395 Sy -Somoing sl bo
done, you can count on . But Lord Krayiss s not the
manio doit
“Aye,” Anyse repled, fear batling wih relef and
ncetiney 1 hr eyes“Aye, MLady” Ater pause
before she lefl. ‘Please be safe,” she offered, and
T 3o 150k caeg raai Surcly Koer oo
Sofy had Goeren-yai on her stafl. Anyse amongst
thom. Suely ho knew betlr than 1o try 0 persuade
Sofy o have them replaced. And better sil than 0 try
and command it Sofy was not an enemy a wise man
oukd vish o ke Bt Sasha s esualy ure it
Koenyg kne Goeren-ai s
o e e vl A e sha o,
ator i v wouk sl bo g with sk Yo
was thore any chol
Sho sat down o ea hr meal, forhe somach was
rumbing at th smel. Below rough be wiows.
there were chidren runing in the couryard with
aueas o ciesas tey iy, eapig ad oy
the grass. Rysha,

coup and trs off a ot roreos Daryds last word,
and last concern, as the soldiers had led him away.
Rysha was at Krayliss's camp. She coud ot stay

be cared for. And, besides,
to Krayiss before any new

calamity occurred.
Compleirg h for el she siped v bed ofits
jan_knotiing them together. The.
oo i BosTa verostarcn, she o o0

peror an fomelies 1 olow. They would ik
and reason as they did.

 even now that she was a trained Nasi-Keth
warrior with a sword at her back, the good
Verenthanes of Baen-Tar woud assume that any
princess ordered by her father (o femain in chambers
would stay there. She was little seen in Baen-Tar



these days after all, and the guards only knew tales of
her ildness from her childhood. There were two such
s o o coor, Wi 10 ew of e widow, and
she knew ther be o one in the coutyard
oo Sho's eheeked e momen. e moen
quartered in Sofy’s chambers.

=

She ran much of the way 1o the stables, darting
through back roads and lanes wherever possible,

ing I when people about, for
fear of atiracting attention. But the fine of st
tral window of Sofys chambers had

doubliess been seen by now. She couid only hope.
that the speed with which a message would reach
Koenyg woud not be as fast as she s,

“The confusion of activty on me first day of Rathynal
about the stables was a blessing and she passed
Gnoticod i hor long cloak armidet he siabonands,
junior nobles and soldiers. Peg seemed pleased (o
see her and offered no complaint as she saddled him
in haste. She rode at civiised speed up the road

foward the gales, passing yet more inbound traffc.

She announced herself 1o the guards at the main
g, hood troun back,and fsaived ony fowning

[omenpagceridbantuill oy by the

o provinces in batle.

“Damn” she muttered to hersel, as a chil seized
her heart. She had moved s fast as she coud, but
Koenyg had been faster.

‘She urged Peg ino a fast trot down the rock-paved
incline. Then they were at the bottom, and she icked

th

Speed. cold wind stinging her eyes as she tried to

peer ahosd e uess o best ol botweon wals
and encampments of terts, men, horses and

Upsiops and aou, sh reckonsd, gong e ons

way.

S oept fros a5 e rad tamed, racing croes
a paddock, sheep scattering in a bounding, woolly
22526 she et downtil, hesded for e campls
ulr sdges. Leapigsovrl v, sh bon urpad

gate 1o rejoin another road. Peg wove
Sovral ore pendaecuting comers o ashed by
i o speed val fow horses o P bped o
match. And ther ming onlo the lower
oo, e o pettonts @1 ‘away more sharply
foward the forest below.

‘Sasha tumed right along a narrow trail, wondering if
any of the encamped soldiers woud take note of the
big black horse, and alert ot

any men about the nearest tenis. Peg cantered
as fast as the winding trail woud allow, past a rickety
far

‘wood-wal
ncampment, isolated in its field. A line of riders in
black stroets ahoad,

Banners whipped on the wind, too distant yet for her
to3ee, buitvas cbius herme e short
eghened arough forhr (0 get good
ansive vt whl Pog saied ovr and e tves
:d galop across the paddocks, clearing s
roro wals and scateong Iosiock beors lumpmq a
final wall and landing on the road she and Jaryd ha
ion e ater eht X lotked hers s rocalod
and then it lay before her, the Taneryn tents on the
neryn banner fling atop a tent pole, cart
Porses grazng and tethered near their cars. Upslope,
a dark line had formed. Mounted soldiers and
bamers—a red sword upon a black background
Ranash, Hadryr's northern neighbour. An 0pposing
e vias movrg o confont hem, a ragged assemtly
of Taneryn men and horses



The gate leading onto the paddock's lower slope
was open, and Sasha swerved Peg thvough i, racing
e

that Peg would wander anywhere except to find her.
She roaoved ner ok, st e o sdclebag
o e nesret s
n came nrming scrss & lero
et quar acing o lower Sope, el fo an
oo o benind s kel Sacha Knev o1
cavalry sought the heights and it was the Taneryn,
ek ot defed e srcampmen, who conceded
sawwho it was
avis s dropped.
sha ran to him. “The fitle Udaln gil” she
demanded. “Where s she?
1. MLord Krayiss's tent, | would think
And Sasha was of, unning between terts, ring to
recall the way from the other right, though t had been
very dark then and now it al looked different. She
dodged gido opes and il pogs, withabandonod
saddles and saddlebags suggest X
sty doparur, She ound he enia ropiace o
ensifs lying about...Therel
v, 1 cone i somonhar el ben ‘b0
5.

other
She ran to the main flaps and pulled them aside.

frustration. Where would they have taken her? She

ground and lifed the canvas. A ine of Taneryn men

o the front of the Ranash fines sat a man astide a
big, grey charger. The bearer at his back carried the.
royal bamner of purple er ix Royal
Guardsmen held position at his flanks. Koenyg,
Sasha realised, with iite st
leathers over a chain vest, as did the rest, a blade at
his hip. And he was speaking, loudy, aithough his
Vords wore dimmed rom i ange by o G,
e sraned ercars

yal decreel her eldest brother was
shmmng e ‘owder has. been passed! Royal
Sovereignty has been challenged and a relraction is
demanded! Showd the Lord Krayiss, Great Lord of
Taner n he sl be considered in

open ebelon agaie! e crown
ha ran her eyes along the mounted Ranash lne.
Red and Dlac, ther horss larg el shouders

heims, g mosty ce
o, e e wdande. Coray oo
orher heavy cavary. rerawned frough ai Lenayin
and beyord. The seld of Lenayin, and th bane of
rovan.

et o o sincro, o s o b, o
e Lonayin, sealed astide before
o oo, Doustees e 94t w2 o

Rysha, yet somehiow, she could ot tear herself from
the scer ber.

Lord Krayfiss rode out wpon a warhorse—ono of

sadde, a cioak over hard-slitched leathers, and
paused, alone on the hilsiope. Beyond, Sasha coud
see the distant figures of yet more sokdiers clustering
in rows before their terts to watch. Very fainty, she
heard distant yell, and then a tumpet, officers in
those neighbouring camps atiempiing (o form their
men into orderly ranks. They feared a rebelion. They
feared ho Goeramyal In el mids woukd break

ks and coms racing dowrhl i blades crawn o
save the la old chieftains from certain doom.
Koo poyed aras i Krosies for B ot of



Lenayin. The civil war could start here, upon this
e i il s cecystamoon, o dhison of
provinces into
Verotane Saaiet Goererwal e gt
neighbour

Lot Krayies naed s ot and siood In the

tellyou, Prince Koenyg, that the crown of Lenayin has
never found such loyal, honourable servants as we
enafthe ancentvays!
o e got fr a our years of sl
contos? i a furious roar as he faced
o watching ks o e Vererrane ara Gosrer-
yai soldiers upon the upper paddocks. ‘The
rassacre ofhe Ulal Yoo 1 ocee batered and
desperate Suvivors even now as the bloody Hadryn
campaign Ivough e arier valey And then good
. you wish s to wage war upon the st
o iways boen fends b6 Gosren sl And 5
s il You apo ot ko, grrs ol cislone
fom your temples to convert

nporshanad viogars and. ten plmo s fr 0
roubles and anger it causes!

o e hare Wo, e gt men of Leayin
demand justicel The honour of the ancier
fora carhn been agged o e s seompec
pon by sach and avery Veronare oot in o !
e onour f e Goorensa demands e, or
e st e hghing for whatis

i Clnchad i Tt e i and a roar verd up
from the Taneryn line. Perhaps fity men, mostly
mounted. Naked blades were brandished against the
cloudy aftemoon sky and chanis of open defance

hundred years. I did not seem reai—that the moment
should finally arive.
Koenyg gave a signal and a Ranash captain
gaoped bohnd s e, houing ordrs ina orem
Blades were drawn, .
clutched in gloved fists. The Ranash line i
least a hundred, in two raks with more in resorve.
y held position with the discipline of regimented
dril. Whatever the wild-haired, brazen ferocity of the
Tanerynline, it now appeared fragi
Krayliss, Sasha noted, had not moved. He stared

wpslope toward rd the halfassembled
formations of provincial soldiers who stood watchi
of Krayfss's men rode 1o his side, appearing to

beg him 1o fall back. Krayiss ignored him and stood
once more in his saddle.

“Men of the ancient ways!" he roared foward the
watching soldiers. “You serve with Verenthanes, bt
you do not belong to them! You belong o the spirts!
You belong to the untamed Hills, wi and free! o
o anw the Udalyn to be siaughtered?

¢ honos battred ane siabbed unl it
cmmmes o Gt
yel rom the Ranash captain and the outer flanks.

o youwat o K Klayﬁss “oiod 1o Seis
oo it seamod 86 i o new. aden omon
reat chiefiais voice. Desperation. Ho
Toved N croe b Tom 1 heas an w1
skyward, giinting duly against the darkening clouds
Pt e Toared. Fight ond claim w3 oS!
m the soldiers upon the upper fields, there
came o reply. No restive mumuring, nis or
Is of fuy or of sympathy Just a restess,
disbelieving silence. Men stood, and waited. Krayliss
stared in disbelie. His blade dropped. A yel from the
mline advanced, ising

aickytoaconer

‘Sasha dropped the canvas and ran for the tent ext
a5 2 four wo ap fom behin. Ryeral” she yoled at
the top of her lungs as hooves thundered, and then
hero wore Taneryn horsos whaoiing back amidst the
fents at speed. Horses thundered past, dussieh and
then larger, weapons brandished, swords clashing as.

Sasha scrambled backwards, then threw herself



roling as another came straight at her.
she ran, dariing and dodging as best she
Sou, 55 o bacame & corklon of srsa
rse, slashing blades and faling bodies
Forss Wipped on guige ropes, falen men wers
trampld by Frend and foe sl o sashed i at
mourts. s b bing doun both besst ard
man i hashing, boody hosp. Sashe cared. dov,
Teambid o caviod bor vy o e eraoe,
headed downsiope as instinct drove her toward Peg
and possiy he fret al he base of e Il
neryn man was cut from his horse before her with
oo sl o passing ety g 1 n 8
spray of blood. Sasha ran for the riderless dussieh,
grabbing a strrup as the terified animal trie
then hurding astride.
The small horse wheeled in confusion, Sasna
spuring hard i it lurched downslope, wes
Detwaon et and pping onbodies o fakén anmas
and riders...a pair of Ranash cavalry came across in
front, Sasha reining desperately backwards, then
Sought the way those two had come, o wrongfoot and
dash for the clear space...A dismounted manin black
and red appeared suddenly in front, slashing low for
o dussiel g il ik o S borely
managed to leap with her feet clear o the
She e Ground and roled, coming 1o hr eel,
sword in hand as the Ranash man came at her.
e e e oumars e age wine s of
wists and ebows, then slashed his stomach and

ther's bloody corpse as yet another stumbled
Seroaming nearey, s am severed and ‘spring
blood, i a passing cavairyman cut him down,

‘She dove behind a colapsed fent, gasping for
sty | huﬂd\llg dose 10 the cares or comr.
Somet

neath
m-mpe-ea e a1 asios n orer ond
found Rysha, staring with wide, terified eyes. Sasha
grabbed her with her free arm and held her. The litle
gir clung o her, too fightened even lo scream or
got youinio ths, Sasha thought, What have | done?
nd the edge of the encampment, horses
wheeled and riders fought. She watched as Taneryn
warriors  were cut down,  outumbered,
unarosured s ovpouersd, Thare
Ranash cavaly everyers | she coud st
bt e rorem it sh ot ot bk con
20 ek fo o voes- 4 e dussich wola be
more nimble through the forest than a great

war
Only now there were dismourted cavalry moving in,

‘.’ she said ko Ry, pulng the colapsed
canvas more full she rose and
stepped toward the appmacmng g oo, having now.
rohr o
and one in particuar had the lead

ot ol e et ik dergh. i o
blade. His clean-shaven face was bloodspattered
benealh his helm. “What have we here? The queen
viper herselfin the viper's nest? i have you or a rice
oy, myprsty Gosenssl s s

He lunged and swung. Sasha faded, parried and
sl is heaﬂ ke 8 molon. bem and sk Arater

roared

oo s and o wad st ' Sho
delened ance st falirg 08 cruch and ok Hs
log whle i, She came up s, crossed

i 2 vidous, disgoral sice m
g, rodoors s i, ‘aking tho socond e
octoss shouder and ace, e diiog 0 sword b
hough the chest of the falen man whose leg she'd
taken, allin one motion.

Hoowes hundersd, ard | nenig_fooseps
spproached from o ‘arles. I had_boen seen

‘came running, wenpu ready. their
eyu wide, noting her idenfty and the corpses upon
he biood-soaked ground beneath her boots. They
enciced, wari blados at e rsdy.

Sasha swivelled from one 1o the nexi, tying to
waton a1 vy ot onee. T e ot o fo 1t
occurred 1o her, had been easy. The next attack would
be trouble—these would not take her so casusl\y But,
even o, she fancied herself a siight chance. At the



wvery least she would add to this pile at her feet.
T, s resised, westow ok o bs grat Mot
0d, as many Lenay soldiers coud claim, but
Ty ot as ony one e Kesslgnora vartor of
Saalshen, might know. To feel cor
others might know despar. To know Imlme smallest
error meant death, yet to remain unwaver e,
8 vage onc gerbral ey, she was st haly

tran aning, v wl she was, and what she ves

‘Shouis from behind, then, as several more horses
came close, their riders dismounting. Then a Ranash
man was pushed aside and Koenyg stood in his
place, staring with disboiief.

“Youl" he said. There was blood on his weapon,
ard moreon cloes, B ten e never b b
Koenyg 1o order men into batte and not o parta

himself.

*I came to rescue the litte Udalyn girl” Sasha told
him, past the lethal, bloody adge of her weapon. £ had
cut through northem chainmal, yet bore barely a
mark. Notr i bor wice, which e coof and

e it Usan g Koo asked fay.
Tere was sty o bmad «ace A susicon

ther,” said
S, S s i e ert v . Lmkgenw
sho s fightoned and harmioss

Koenyg nodded curty to a man behind her and

e came the sound of canvas being moved.
ightened cry from a ite gir's mouth.

s all right, Ryshal” Sasha called, not tuming to
look. Neither did she abandon her ready posture.
‘Rysha, be still My brother is an honourable man. He
o o ham e gt Wit 8 cak sce ot
Koenyg, challenging him o prove her wor

o e I Bagun with Lo Kreise Koeryg
observed, just as darid

“Iam nol," Sasha said coidy. "l rode down here fo
rescue Rysha flom your atack.

u lh e tero; Koeng said bitery. Yo
brought the by et Ony Trwrn e coud
make sense of the Edu tongue. I helped
o olaborators agaiat he croun. oach 25 Gy 28

Satr ot blaze ofry Koeryghad e spken

of loyalty between members of Verenthane families,

and now showed her none at all. Damn him. “f you

h to pass such hasty sentence,” she said iclly,
a

Ermsies w1 e
prince's place 1o deliver that justice which is the king's
o dispense.”

“Traitor, came the mufer fom the men
surounding. “Pagan whore!” And, °Kill the pagan

itor!”

“Otrerstave e Sashe sai o it sk i an
evil, sideways look. Braced and poised, awail
k.1 stand on el bodies” Tere was isbelie.
and fear, mingling with the smell of blood and the.

the.
eidence, Saaha recogrised h fear on e cos

it was the fear of the supemalural, the ungodly, the.
unferenare. A he i ot i e i
A crossbowman appear enyy's side and

oetos ot wikesconpepton o Saurs chem
There was contempt on Koonyg's face, his jaw set
o sl relnquah yor weapons and sursrcer
yousel © jusice;” he 1okl he. ‘Do not be fooish.
Jour istorwoukd rvr e you

Sol e meant Sssh ouered er bade, oy
and looked her brother in the eye.
o o warid st ot 5 5 sty When
s i all ove, brother, | foar fow lef aiive in Lenayin
shal forgive vou”




Oifteen

“IDEMAND THAT YOU LETME SEE MY BROTHER!” Sofy stared
wp at the impassive Royal Guardsman and tried very

“fm sony, Your Highness,” said the amoured and
helmed Verenthane man, as firm as a rock before the.
door to Koenyg's chambers. “He s in audience. My

“Princess, please," Anyse said eamestly tugging at
Soiys sieeve. “The sergeant is only doing his duty...”
“He threw my sister in a dungeon!” Sofy exciaimed
the verge of tears. ‘I want o kriow why!

Highess” Anyse’s fug was fimer. “Let us leave,

by st i sl a e rousbeors

jates. enyn
Cotingon 12 noon sored, oo Gl wero
unclear. The circumsiance surrounding Sasha was.
etenless lar I ot for Sofys careuly cuthated
lines of gossip amongst fiendly palace Staf, she
doubted she wouid have discovered Sasha's pngma\

Koonyg was keeping it quiet Now Damon had
imed to_her, momens before mounting his horse

been ready for it Koenyg, the master warior, p\ayed
games to destroy s opponents. Now that g:
ksl Saatu's
Who e he meoling wil? Sofy askod tho
sevgeem struggiing for compos
. Yo Meahnoss, carnots:

i know what 1 do, Sy hought witha
suvge o araton, Goce, s was a3 b of being
treated ke a chid. People ignored her, and
poorised hﬁn srd 1 bar o go ekevtus

St eceerpo nead back, and oo he srgeant
a stare. Do you have a sister, Sergeant?”

“Very much, Highness.
“Willyou o et me in?”
“Ilove my prince 100, Your Highnoss," the sergeant
said simply.
Soly sniffed. “One day, Sergeant, | fear you may.
come o aueston al orderin of prcies. Pray that
oose wisoy"

Sramoven of down e stone tal, Anyse huying
2 bor s, Hihrass, e shodd el be kg
our way back to your Rathynal guests, theyl be
wondering where you are.

“Let them wonder! Sofy said shorty. They
descended the grand staircase (o the royal quarters,
Soly noting that the guard had been doubled. Instead

he tumed

windows overiooking Fortress Road and up 1o Saint
Ambelion Temple beyond, al afury with commoton
and soldiers

“Highness.” Anyse dared 1o ask, “where are you
soirg?"Ahead, b corido endod tanope kchen

. A senart passed through, canying porcelain

s on e vy goser Soty pacon by one
door, glanced up and down the corridor,then opened
1 i and sid i, beckaring Ao olow
“Those are the servans' st

Son Grabood e Impatety by tho am and
dragged her inside. She ef the door aar (0 e in
some lgh, for e oom was pitch black and musy.

‘Anyse” said Sofy do you know where the
Senvants unforms are’? |wart one.

Anyse siared at her. “Highness?

“Youhea
You...youwant 0 dress as a...7" Sofy nodded.
Anyse looked aghast “Absoktely ol
1 going whather 2 b me or ok Soly said
it me to ge! caught?’
T e g o oy for you, I




listen to what they're..."
o
e birke nstonsmento 500 suh agerin
the younger woman's
"V nesd o et mysel, there's o eling I youl
understand all thats said. Now can you find me a
umimm Idontkow here teytesord:
s, nol" Desperately ‘Sofyl s too
da"qem\s"
ink Koenyg woud execite me?" Sofy
ssigvithdubodel.
ks you's Sashandr' e
handra's friend." Sofy said fimnly. "And if
Joutndyar mine, ot .

=

The hem of the brown dress was low enough fo
obscure the fancy leather boots that were surely (o0
good for any servant g No one looked at her as she
entered Koenyg's personal kitchen. Cooks tended to
pots atop metal ovens, frewood stacked high to one
side. Arother chopped and siiced on the main bench,
while the head cook gave forceful instructions.
ki

rd. A senvant descended that staircase now,
plcing emply Sirés petos ond glasses on & beneh,
picking up the emply water bucket and hurying out,
ot sparing Sofy a glance as he passed. Sofy ducked
her head, the senvants bonnet feeling most unusual
tied beneath her chin and atop the bundled hair that
Anyso ad el

s liguor waiting on a tray, amanged with
six smsn Gasscs and oy went Sraaht i 1 Barsy
e o i e oy

‘wu gmv Just what the hels do you think youre
doing'

Sty heart kippod a boat. Sho tumed, hands
folded demurely, and lowered her gaze In the head
cook's direction. ..l as told o take these up fo...”

“Where . gi whisky is for ater.
Thevo barly rishod o ea yt. Tako o wino,

b viral Poining © 3 lage decantar and
Sossoswontro cora
oty aanged e Gaseos and docair on a oy,

per
surge of relief and triumph. t was hardly bravery of
Sasha's standad, ut it was a brvery o e
She eat greed vis e

i spilos o, en arived at a
cutan ‘i s e entance. . Koo
atarersSofy had seen beor,bu ever o s

and reasonably loud...but ot immediately close.
Aot roie. Thoy woo in tho main room, acioinne
the dining room.

Wel..she had to risk it. She backed through the
curtain and into the dining room. A long table was set
for lunch, six places ready with plates and cutery.
windows o the right fronied directy onto Saint
Ambelon Trge, wih a w of Soros Saere
forther o its nor

Sty waked s ey as she coud fo o b,
rying desperately 1o recall how she'd seen the
servants themselves do i, So as not 1o atract
attention. She kept her back to the main room, where
men st00d and talked with cups in hand. She coud
hear Koenyg's voice as she urioaded the tray, but she
‘was concentrating (00 hard on not dropping a glass to
hear what he said. She heard an answering voice,
i a ey sccert—orsly fowig vovels and s
consonants. The Larosa. Sofy was suprised. Koenyg
et ot Ao i natle againet e repeseniaives
of a province of Lenayin, and the first people he

oo
She walked around the table, seting glasses
befors sac lte. and ganced el o e not
he could see four of
Somat i o o by v Incorepioooshy e
recognised Koenyy, in formal clothes, his hair wet in
manner of one recenly bathed. He appeared
utterly unuffled. Another man she recognised was.
Archbishop Dalryn, black robed and fuzzy headed.
*One greaty doubts the risks 1o be quite 0 grave
as some woud make out” the archbishop was



'saying, in ponderous, thoughtful tones. “The pagans of
Lenayin are truly pagan, yet they are aiso Lenay, and

Sogans e ooy horotanie el

Sofy took up her tray and moved back toward the
curtained exit. Beside that exit, however, the door to
Koenyg's bedchambers was similary curtained. Sofy
fook a deep breath, risked a glance over her
shouider and_slpped boind he bedchanter
curtains. She wailed, her heart pounding. She did not
o vk rapen ! ahe vare it Coniy
itwould be diffcult o feign innocence.
rained her ears 1o hear, but the conversation
was mixed and it was difficut to pick out individual

d
lay spread across the skin blarkets, and heavy.
leather gloves with steel knuckles. One had blood on
it Sofystared.

\nd nearly jumped as voices came suddenly near,
silencing a startied gasp before it coud quite escape
for s, I assro yau tat s v ot onirdly
rfor archbishop's  voice.
Sooma oo Saniing b o et 4 o 0 .

was not speaking so loud as the others.
Pethaps tis comersaton was et o be privae
iruly @ man of teel. Where another man

might heve. fafred bolors such reats 26 Lord
Krayiiss made, Prince Koenyg has endeavoured to
o it iuaton o ppory A .
roblem has been dealt with

ren ot
1 am most impressed, Your Gracer came Duke

Stelhan's voice, gy smooth and ever 50 gracits

Ao ot o s il eauiei. Ny ing uns semred,
in forging ths aliance, that the clans of

\engerlougM is disturbing o s to see u\lqvea\ oy

You, Duke Stefhan, these divisions are
merly lemperacy Al bod new clrecions. ars
accompanied by a temporary tu y not?
King Torvaal's mind is decided on the aliance, ard

Koo, | 1ust i you a0 ot hairg second
Duke?

But of course nol. Your Grace” The duke's

foolsteps came closer. Sofy stared down at the short

gap between the bottom of the dividing curtain and

flor, wondered abrupty if the men might see her

boois beneath. She backed Up several steps,
erty.

odmt. and e oo sghed. “Passe, Yor
* The voice tumed away from her. *| know that

Tvare o eney I mean o oferce, Bt a0

ow that you are a true

great cultrs and knowiedge. 1ol you only et 11 0

seay i, Your st o 2 o peogle M e

Larosa, and for the broader alianc
Bacooh poopes. 0 coms 0 & and ke ko Lorayin
for assistance.”

‘I quie understand, Duke Stefan said the
archbishop. “Lenayin is a fair land, bul we camot
possibly hoe tomaic e messre ofsophisticaton
and aristry of a great people such as the Lam:

Sy Dirked in Sariomont. Tho archrshop
believed that?

“Im so_pleased you understand,” said Duke
Sltan, wi e sir o  man everao-skeved ot o
eve been msunders

Dk et Dalyn fvghing of coure |
ndoran) BacocTr s ik ol o o cpi
civisalonina sea of barsary W iy Dike. The

say that we make progress. But the rural fok resist
S0, and they are flerce In ther savagery. The king wil
simply not allow s (0 take stronger measures of

persuasion, no matter how often we may ask it of
him”

The duke laughed appreciatively. Sofy fet sudderly.
cold
“Oh, 1do have dreams, my Duk

n half of the great, ciilsed kingdom that
pocone resenty I, Bus svierstand it st pain



you to be forced to seek such an alliance, and on
wchioms. How cod et
mostciviised, and most

ndorsaning sid Duke Sishan xour roams ot
your kingdom are worthy. Indeed, my people say that
is the truest callng of a Verenihane to pursue the
reaestard most bl ask,even'f ey may ake
many fetimes to complete. We in
now endeavor toward such a grand task—f mw ©

unify the Bacosh, and secondly. (o rid owselves of
the threals and barbarism of pagans and demons
alke.

‘One must deal fimiy, Your Grace!” There came the
smacking sound of 8 s diven o 2 open paln.

The gods’ inal and the gods' word is law.
Tho gods do.not nogolite with it ossers. Tho
trea st beromorec, A ane dy it sl by ary

our disposal. fLenayin s o become the
Great chisaton o yout creame, ce, you
shoud leam tis lesson. Be. Srong wi the pagare
force is al they und

Id in Sofys veins grew worse. Her stomach

believe she'd been so stupidl Sasha had been right
allalong.

The archbishop made an appreciative noise. *And
the g Duks Slan? You hve beenspending aule
some me wih her e lest fow dae

tequat

e Ts prty srough, one supposes e duke
said regretfuly. “Our heir wil not bo offended by her
Io0ks al least. But she is so simple, Your Grace.
Simple, cildish and headstrong, with none of the
sopisicaonf e ctred Larosan ady”

ke aloyances, Duke Ststar, Hor
rivingng whs v e cuvlon o oyl

ears were hearing, even though her dazed and
horified mind refused to accept it She stood
palsed. olcting e iker 2y wih b rers
e, bul again, please
ndertand ot shll e sacibes e e coryof
heir. To marry such a gir, for the sake of an
aliance, shallbe distasteful”

“The Larosa require the senvices of the amy of
Lenayin, the archioishop replied, somewhat stemly.
Lenayin may be unciviised, my Duke, but when heid
in tight rein beneath Verenthane command, the
pagans can cerainly fight..and, | might add, our
Vererthane soldiers are perhaps unmatched in
human ands.”

1o rot doubt it Your Grace.”

“And Lenayin requires the aliance to bring them
fully into the brotherhood of Verenthane kingdorns.
Remembor bt 1l merey ou Larosan kg et
you serve,

restored t its former glory. Such a great destiny is

of some smal personal saciifices, dortt you
think? And if he gil displeases the Larosan heir too
greatly..well, he neednt actually bed with her, need
he? I certain that, in a civlised kingdom such as
your own...other arangements couid be found?

=

Jaryd stood atop the great Baen-Tar wals by the
aingee, walcing e steedyfo of Ryl vl
Al entering th city, be they farmers on their carts, or

wraiok afoa, or rebify on Foreos, wers beirG
thoroughly searched by wary soldiers with drawn
weapons—northemers, Jaryd saw, looking down on

them
“Theyre searching for weapons?" Jaryd asked

said Tywn, with a shake of his
s "Hessages. O mayoe poisons”

“Even i re Goeren-yal who'd take revenge
o Long Krhes o coamene 1codnt g




rmuch effort to don because of the injury. He worried
for Sasha, t0o. His men reported seeing her leave on
her big biack horse, and there
1sham He haped sh it dond aryingshpid, Bt
then, knowing Sashandra Lenayin, thal seemed
sl ope.
Jand extaled rard. Wit Krayiss gone, whatl

happen o Taneryn? Who'l be the great lord?”

“Uncertain,”said Tyrun. °f | were a suspicious man,
13 guess they infended to decide that at tis Rathynal
Qo ey ough we'd il syl when we wer

rth and theyd just have fo decide who (o replace

him with. Prince Damon only delayed things a bil"

“Wort Taney gt o decide i own rea o

Serioush?” Ty is commander in a
oy ot oo S o0 ot 1o yeers o -H
many provinces get o decide their great lord? The
Coeromal are a malorty in maybe soven ot of
eleven provinces, and how many Goerenyai great
lords a here? Only noble krds ban docide 10 rise

hold great power and Krayiss's great-
grandfater fought hard against the Chemovan, but
convert one
Krayiiss has sons.
Huh,” Tynun snorted. “There's an old law, Syiden
‘Sarach; it means judgment of clans' in some old
tongue or other, | forget. Od Corporal Cadyth was.
teling me about it. Under the old ways, a chicfiain's
it iy coud be dssaved i pors deanad
1amis oo siined beyord e
Dissove

Gssoved. e faiy hoads crecud, he
chkdron oo s aber famien King Soros kept
et b, i It rmar bean ssd e, Mgty
useful now, Ml reckon. Theyl find a way 1o get
whol fanly o o e vey, T one o Krawsss
enemies in Tane
ing o comen. o Tare v rew g
“You talk as though you don't approve.”
Captain Tyrun shrugged. “Approve, disapprove. .|
am & i compary ospai rom by stuck. My
s a stablehand and my sister martied a
mm-v 1do 25 he GratLor of Tyroo commands.
king's commands?” Jaryd

" eealy thts e same ting” T gave he
young appreniice a stem, sideways stare. ‘Pray that it
should remain so.

Mastr dancl asar ang” ryd bmad o 3
young man in lordly clothes and chainmail emerging
Fombe goe Qurinouse, awtery oo ofroam o
having climbed the stairs fast

RIS ary welcomed e lording i suprise,
as he pushed past the other soldiers il
R ot spofets you ey, Captain Tyon, b ybu
met Master Rhysl Angyvar? He's the second son of
Lond Gy Argys: e o vacs paring priars
a5 lads,among oer i

Masior Ret” Tyun aekrowedged, it a shor

“What brings you?" Jaryd added, unable to keep
the edge from his voice. n all the days he'd been
back in Baen-Tar, Rhyst had ot so much as said
helo.

Word ety are requred ugondy o yur s
Dsuslde 7 e loring epe s

e ot abor s afen phiodi

oy docart 6ok gooe

Sy sared, i s mping rplasarty hard
infs chnt. N Of i th v, Hn e b X

o You go, lad." Tynn sa dlose to
et tone as Jan had over heard him use. “We'l
hold the wallfor your return.

Jaryd nodded and followed s old fiiend back to
the guardhouse. His guardsmen looked at him as he
passed; the neaest ones, who had overheard, with
sympathy and concer.

“Im sorry | did not visit when you were inured,”
Rhyst said aniously as they strode across the vast,

d expanse of Soros Square. *| wished 10, but
well its Rathynal. You know how it is, my mother

many relthes and Trariage pospece | had unl



‘That's Jaryd gazed at the statue of the
Angolof orcy foomig o squaro's conre oo,
wings unfuried. Where s your mercy today. angel?
For Lo Krayiss, h pecpl of Tanery o o me?
“What do the healers say is the problem?"
2 fever and e sweats. He I roterent
ond s pubo i fr o i and
b larys askod hrvgh grited

oo
“They do. My father among them...he sent me to
bring you
The day felt somehow surreal. As they moved
together up the main palace steps, Jaryd noticed one

Roy
staring at him. Another did also, then snapped his
gaze foward when Jaryd looked at him. Evidenty
things were bad if the dty guardsmen were staring.

Glneing sideways at Rvst, e oted the young
man biting his fip as he walked. Of course he was

s, sscoring he. reakiorsimualing 1 N
dyg avers becde. Bt s thero someting
else amiss? lords making
rouble, he IkmgM a.my Bren o at s 8
Would not be able (o restrain themselves.
“Somelnm else?" Rhyst asked. "No, nothing else.”
s mamer feit odd. The young

et lrs ahg expresson wer e, ingos w
andety and cone o e sitiaon..and ye. Jand
recalled an old memory—Rhyst the popular, good-
\cﬂkmg oy with b golen tongus. At had Soen
s friend to his face, but then,later on, he'd overheard
i mldng aricereiks about e e ofTreo”
1o the other noble children, to much amusement

o

end of the Great Hal, rows of chalrs were
am:mged beneath the great mural dome high above.

aged and bald and dressed in the rough work clthes
of a groundsman. He was glancing around nenvously
and heading straight toward them. Jaryd rowned. The

"My Lord," he called hoarsely, looking siaight at
Jan "My Lord plase,dortgo pstis
Jaryd t stiflon with alarm, “Get away,
it o foo” he snappes, raspng Jaras good
fight arm to pull him past. A pair of young nobles
appeared further down at a run. They stopped, stared
abou, then spotied the old man, Jaryd and Riyst
“They started running towar
Do 9o upsiars? Jang asked increduousty
puling against Rhysts grip on s am. “Why nof?
wrtinaitn ol s gorg o7
an!” yelled one of the approaching

Kill me?” Jaryd e 1o think in disbelief as
Rhyst pulled his sword. *He couid barely wield a hoe,
let alone a blade. ved Rhyst aside and puled

foar, “they killed your brother. | saw it with my own

eyes.

Silence youl" Rryst shouted, brandishing his
weapon, but Jaryd stepped into his way. He couid not
Speak. He stared at Riyst, whose eyes were now
wary, pehaps fearfu. The runring men arived,
slowing 1o a jog, then a walk.

“They 100k the boy from His class in the garden
coutyard, the old man cortinued. | tend the gardens
there, | saw them grab him. Bu the boy was fast, he
had a itte blade—a knifo, 5o long." he indicated with
his hands, °a silver omament on the fifl. Ho stabbed
one man,aa rat man ost i emper and e rim-”

Taryn. He was talking about Tamyn. No. Tamyn
cout ot be dead. Not s e broier. How coud
ayons il e st the abvr day, Sashe ad
kissed his cheek and called him a darling. £
kot Taryn. of couse ovryono. ked Tm, wio
couid possibly want o kil

Rhyst, he realised, was just staring at i, not
denying a thing. The lp of his tongue protruded from
one comer of his. momh anxiety now batting fear in
s ey, Jand recogrised e epression-—Rhat

i€ when. sparing agaiet rim a5 @ by,
deudmg g whether o ot 0 atack



'Put the sword down,” one of the new amivals said
and Jaryd saw their swords were also drawn. The old
sl backed awey. Put it down s wel sk

i knged and svang, e hnded,dashing he

the side, then backed up quickly s Janyd s
e vear in his eyes. Even one-handed, stil they
him. They always had. Maybe that was why.
oemapsmamasm they.
Jang tumed ac ran. Hs am shrisked in agony
but he didrit care. He raced past

drawn, and Jaryd tumed up a staircase, taking steps
three ata tme. He should not be going up, the thought

Tho siing slowed his ascent and his nearest
pursuer was nearly upon him. Jaryd stopped abrupty.
lunged back and swung. Rhyst partly deflected the
bow; o Caught the blad 0t ace anhow and el
fo the flagsiones screaming. The next pursuer
Stopped 1o attend him and Jand ran onward. He
ok e was g, eos i i o 2 e
ran, and ot from the pain in his ar
Gonc oy ko i o brohor £ wis a pai 100
big o be bome by one man. |t needed 1o be shared
He would share it wilh them al. They 100 would feel
this pain. Allof them.
ached the grand staircase 1o the palace’s top
o witout ul e Fow b acted . Thee
recogrised on the  staircase, their
Taues ouined againet e  granc, Wo-storey
windows. Their blades were drawn in response (o the
‘commotion approaching from below.

Jan charged u e siaiswih a ot orng are
o a stumbling retreat. The man lost balance and fel,
Jaryt Toaping over Him 1o swi 8t T rou, e
backed away, parying furiously. Then a third, whose
defonce crumbled beneath Jaryd's furous  stroke,

hed his am as Jaryd's biade bit deep. Agony

hed now the
second took the chance to charge. Jaryd smashed
his swing aside in fury and his countersiash sen him
Spinning to flop down the stone stairs in @ bloody
it
Jaryd staggered up the rest of the stairs, dragging
is uncooperative leg. His lefl arm had somehow fom
free of its siing, the bandaged foreamn screaming, a
pain now dimmed by his leg. Beside the pain in his
hear, both were as nothi
‘Ahead, the hallto his father's chambers was filed
with Tyree nobilty, weapons drawn and eyes staring
in dishebot. Jsd cranged b sk it 1o more
rogret it bood logandbiken
prevent him g thom i best. B\ades
et h v oo e e arae
men retrealed before him, fear on their
et o i vt vl o lt s beHy H
over the hal flagstor
o, 2arme sppsaenng o bowd. a0 oy spin
wily in circles, swinging at all who dared his reach,
grunting and yeling fike an animal. He wounded
another, then barely defended a lunge that slammed
his parry back oo his chest and thiew him sideways
into the wall. He it his arm, screamed, then fol
against the wal, jolting his leg. The world went biank
foramor
“Then his head cleared and he tried to rise.. {00
late, a blow struck the blade from fis hand and then a
Kick found his leg. Shous and yells echoed as he fel
o the fagstones and blows rained down. A Kick
knocked him insensible, and then someone had a
fistul of his hair and there was a blade at his thvoat.
The cut did ot come. He could hear voices, but not
vords. Trro was an argmen, and moreyoling
theyd hurry up and do it Tarryn would be.
o an ened pelors e Verenbene goc s
big brother shouid be with him.
Saun et o ought. Soon. Ho coud sl
him, a warm, laughi
cummmng " it mischief maker. He searl smied



through bruised, bloodi
solong’

lips. Why were they taking

The coll was as cold, and as miserable, as Sasha

had imagined it would be duing her ilicit childhood
wanderings through this place. She sat on the bed—a
wooden bench covered by an old, roting blanket—

‘somewhere up the hall, flame dancing upon old, dark
stone,

Her captors had allowed her to keep her cloak, yet
it was barely enough against the chill. Her wrists
throbbed where the bonds had puled tight, and st

and the joering of locals, some pelting rotton fruit and
a fow stones. Hood and cloak ensured that no one
knew her identity. or even that she was female. This.
secret, fike others, would be smothered for a itle
while at least, How long that would last, and what the
reaction would be when certain persons found out,
she coud not

Her empty dinner tray sat upon the bed alongside.
Plinbread nd o, ad been, Patups ey had

exected s picess o prolst. o o ik p errose
at such fare. In b worse upon the

arter
eine o oo por o o 4 casls s S
i oiin prpese. The o chiefais of BaenTar
fed made much use of et dugsors. C
ot i o o, e ot o G
Faddy a5 wol—as her own famiy had beon known
re the Liberation when Soros Faddyn char
Hisramo o Lerainto inspire o upriingagainst e
place
ok b 66 by e et of ey ol sreoing
along vast underground hals of stone. The cold stone
of Castie Faddyn's dungeons echoed with memories
o boody wars and arcert e o forgoten by
not venture down hero. A
maoe sorarely octpied o ofer notg o 6t
ihe clank of a metal gate—the
warcon come o lake o dor toy Seura pucssen
A light approached down the hall, casting new
shadows in the gloor...and then—a surprise as the
figure holding the lamp appeared, wrapped ina dloak
witha long dress that swept the flagstone at her hecks
Long hair framed an amious face, eyes searching
through the bars. Sofy.
‘She saw Sasha and ran the last fow steps 10 grasp

audacity. She only wished that Sofy's eyes would ot
shine ot morsr o o igh ofre itrlocked
inthis cold, dark cell below the g

ot Soenaead sorty. answer
nasked dueston. Sy seemed to be Foking back
effor, orasy r sim hand

o iyieg mm what she oped was
e

i K Kafiss: Sy aid vioe
shod e yes wid. “Aryeo 10 e o0 edrd
You joined with Krayiss to smuggle a pair of Udalyn
el e iy lomeet e s e
rodded. Falher i ot sk, Sof He ook
mm the Udalyn boy, and cor
revord ot Krapios ac all ok cocrod
rsb-ﬂlon e | sspectad Koaryg migh saizs et
e o save he Udab ai, R
ooy gt vy s Ao, oo v ot it
ot l o same:
eyes were incredulous. “But Sasha...you
cotd e sent soroes. st e of my Trsds
woul s caried 3 mossagel No ano wouk have
warkd h o Udayn g dar
I got her i Fo i susbormy "k was my
Idea 0 s Kiayise's camp a8 a g pace o et
It was my responsibility, and | could not be certain any




message would be sent in time. It was faster to do it
myself._.and even then, 1 was 00 late. Had Inot gone,
Rysha would probably be dead.”
Bt Sasha st a ko kel D you resisetow
the Goeren-yai ook (o you? You are a great
Tope, Sasha,for 40 mary ofthom.
“And what woukd you know abou the desires of the
Goerenyai?" Sasha snapped, ina flash o ter
s aking win Amse- Sofy said reproachiuly.
5. “She hears al the gossip about
saemar wom a tho Goaronyal sl and soior
They f you, Sasha. | think that its largely

ragedy of Lot reyss, musthave sratered him A

. above all else, desperately wished o be

love by i poopl. n % end. hey ned ot roened

o ad been salsh b, boodiisy

 worst desires of the

paorie whoxs hears e ha cimed to toow betler
than any other. And yet, in that final mor

dospalr o oamod e iy Sho knew vt was ko

1o feel so uttr

ret it Sasha mutered. | worit
ik the marscomse whle s st v
Sofy bl Sasha Sasha
frowned in surpnse o s, teugh n for o
stand upon Soros Square even now.
Tonigh, there wil be executions. Al the Taneryn party.
who sunvived, including Krayiss. Perhaps ten, I thik."
Ho was taken alive?" That was even worse. Al the.
least, Krayliss would have wished martyrdom
Foralls buste:she coud ot bliev s shown
bravery, at least, had surely been
pout
e nors fll Soly explaned. Or at tios:, tuts
what | heard. He lost consciousness. But ho di
ot Koo v vory  Thors s an adga o
Soifs lone finly el and somewrat sarcastc
Discai, Seeha. focoanised it Dlsdam or o
barbarities of what some men called ust
“He attempted rebelion, Sofy.” Sasha S uiety.
He dssens dealh Suchis o aw:
“And does Master Jaryd deserve death?”
Jinﬂ"' Sasha asked with a frown. “"What did
g
Jords of Tree imoked an od fan” Sof said
brealh\ess\y “Jaryd's father
coept Janyd as the newgrea( porfinfiseiid
o and.and thay dissaned Family Movar Sashat
Dissolved it
Syken Sarch: Seare mumared. oriied
“That...thats an old pagan barbarity. oy
et o Veranhanee une. 7 What hapoened?
e is Jaryd?
" cungeon, somewters near here.| ourtget
n o see i, Sasha the dungeon gards ume
bind ove o o vslieg my siir
o aryhou B eras = coupe of Tyes
lodings oing guard uydown by Jarca coh 1 dont
think they trust the guards here.” Sofy ci
s more by ot o ot “Sea ey K\Hed
Jaryd's brother! Just a litle boy, Tamyn Nyvar, i
fried to take him, they tred to take the whole: hmw\y‘ all
the direct relatons...but the boy stabbed his abductor
and they kiled him, right in the palace! s s0 awfu,
those Tyree fools made such a mess of it, Sashal

Sasha was not listening. She felt paralysed. She
remembered el boy i fisclesax sacy bl
who'd sat on Jaryd's
parle mris ey, Syaen Sarh. Anckd Gosranl
adiion, mosly abaroned ngst. the
{obowars of he ancien ways. I depuies beveen
hichaine 0ver . 1o of succasson, here was
always the question of nheritance. Kill the father and
the sons would grow up seeking revenge. Yet kiling
children was not honourable. Better to dissolve the
family and adopt the children into friendly fari
hat revenge would be al the mre iffcut for them
when they came of age.
‘There were grand old stories about it of heroes
wihlomoyalies, bov becoming men delermined o
erge el dead faters, ony o fd hemsches in
O e e e fpemselves 2




et roppenoa et el

Whatdd e :m- she asked Sofy quietly, past
the lump n her o
v o Gooronssi grondsran saw e mder”
Sofy whispered, as if scared the co
verhear. “He found and told Jaryd before they could
lead him into a trap and Jaryd went berserk! He kiled

m really scared...you dorit thok he'd be in any
rouble, do you?”

| don't know” Sasha said quietl. ‘Bu ifthe Great
Lord of Tyee is suddeny dead, thats very
convenient.

“Yes | know, st it just” Sofy exclaimed, nodding
vigorously. “The healers said he shoid have lasted
sever

fyree must have asked Koenyg and
father for permission,” Sasha said heavly. She put
h tarce i tor T, a8 w o by and hoid har
thoughts in order with alone.
ot . Gr ey agroed et e ey arecd 1o o1
the Hadnn attack the Udalyn, and like Koeryg
arranged (0 have Krayiss kiled. The king finally
needs the great lords for something,
brts damand ol e s pad 3t coce, » 1
accumuated century of tem...all save the Great Lord
of Tyree, who sudderly became a iamw tharks to
mssmrmom brave, naive
s awy an stred at he bl val ofher
coll A3 St ro war o 8 e f erain
didnt even belong to. And all becauss
Seores pagane rel was & 3ab0ing o, et
like the nobles ciaimed. Poor Jaryd. Poor, brave fool,

he have
changed his couse? Perhaps...but ako, perhaps
not. Crazy man. He was almost Goeren-yai in that. A
stubbornness aimost worthy of Krayiss. Or Kiystoft.
Or herself. Al these crazy Lenays, all bent on self-
destruction, and all for what? Why did they do it? Why
hadnit any of them changed course when theyd had
the chance?
e this was what Kessiigh had tried to tell her.
Had struggled to drum into her thick skul, from the
moment it was hard enough for him o ratte with a
stanch. Beliefs are dangerous, Sasha. Be very careful
elieve in. Kessligh was gone now, headed
for Petrodor. She'd cursed him for a disloyal traitor.
ok atherriow. Lookat Kreyfis. Look t Kysi,
Look at Jaryd. Theyd
pragmatism and o Kessllgh gt
pragmatic option, whatever the emotioral pain it cost
him. She'd done what she'd always done and led with
her heart instead of her head...and had ended up
pere

s this the cumination of Kessngm last greal
evsor? o struggled to contain Krystoffs wider

fo i Had Kysloff I s s momert rstsed fow
n warparty
Yo nered toun o e e o reser
nambers ban Hadnn nfomaton had 1ed im0
believe? Woud she finally realise the tnih of
Tevton sk, aflr o Somoncs o or vl . boon
15500, and the axe was finaly about o drop? At
least, she thought despairingly. She'd be in plentifl
company. B ratas o ot
" said Sofy with sudden venom. I hate.
Koervyg i a8 game i i, ke 2 lagand coriest.
in, he doesritcare who gets
Fater . Hing
vehemence surprised her. She wasit sure she coud
remember Sofy ever saying that she hated anyone, let
one famiy, e esporepittyls s
- himl” Sofy prolested, anger in her
dark eyes. H's ke man ostn  sorm,n 2 word
joes not comprehend any morel When he hac

]
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groping for supportinthe dark, and Koenyg is the one
holding his ight am. Of course father shoud be wiser
and sronger, but the faul s Koeryg's! Koenyg shoud
e beter, b shout bo 50

i mation, Sofy’s anger began to
cmmp\l o toars Sho ciched her sisiors Fand

stop her lip fom trembiing. She ook a shuddering
brasth " far ot she begen, and s oonl of
her voice once more. Tears fi

Sasha's concem iamed 1 dawing foar Koery
had devious plans that invoived Sofy? "What did you
ind out, Sofy?”

Soly gasped, tring to gain control. She managed it
il viping er cheeks. found ot e el reason
why the re e, sho aid sy, Hor eyes
focused on eir casped harc
o adovemen: et Iasr e taking. ..o,
Sasha, Im 5o sorry Isnapped at you before. You were.
right about the Larosa—Duke Stefan is a hing,
conniving, murderous.

Sasha lightened her grip on Sofys hands. “What
did yound ou?

y...1hey were taking about some gir ke two

men mmg wp a cow before the slaughter, and...and

talking about mariage, and at first | thought “thoy must

be speaking of Alytia.” since she's the one geting

then they made reference 1o this gir

the youngest, and they said how immature she

is, and how stupid, and how sbsn\me\y fo it ou be
for the heir of the Larosan king to

Sasha sared ndauning o, 20 1 o uddeny
allshe could say.

Sofy saw m emmwun and the control crumpled
ores more. Koeryg warks me 1 mary s bood:
handed tyrant, Sasha,” she burst outallat once,
Faver b a1 1 and s oy
eighteen, and fm so scared because | don't want to

o

She sobbed unconirollably, her head bowed
againe o bars. Sasa tred 10 hod ner wil o

s troughtne e, bt e impossile. S ok
uterly, desolately cold. She had Kkiled Lenays wpon
e el blor Saen-Tarand fund e rgrt o .

low, she fel entirely certain that if one
beenker roter o Ko, o egrot o v e

s, Darmn i o th despestand ot of s

Procious Veremhans hels. For e nem i thoy met

upon the field of batte with blades drawn, surely orly
one of them woud walk away alive.

S

She awoke with a start. lying on the hard boards, and
slaed at he lgn il darced across e sone
calig. he dream tad been of Ko, She' falen

pory.Hed boen laughng at her She'd ied
it o bt e pony had somehow be
Pog and was {100 ol for e i ogs foroach e
stimup. Krystoffhad galloped off, and somehow she'd
managed to et up and galop after him. And had
four s broad, wide ey wih slegp sides,
culivated wide, beauliul river that
gleamed wemean e ghtota i, siver moor

From fuer up e hal, ere came & scuig,

echoing noise. Then a clark of keys and mutering
voices. Sasha sat up quickly, feet (o the foor. The
keys ratlled Some more, then the squeal of the gate
opening. Several pairs of feet approached. She had
0 idea what time of night it was, or even If it was st
Pight. But there would only be more than one guar
e werobeing moved fom e col.

men appeared, and none of them looked ke
s, o escer eld 2 hevorng lamp unen felad

s face beneath the shado

Tl handad 1o o 1o e Companon an mood
with a ring of keys, as is two companions took wary
stances on either side. They appeared to be am
bensalh their caks, and boked to be expecting

sama got to her foet in alam, feeling naked
her weapons. A vigia

rurcer hr? Norhemers seaking fovenge? B how

would they get through the guards without her having



‘heard the sounds of battie?
Iho are you?" she asked, thinking furiously.

Ths leadst. o Dot e surrise, sppeard 1 be

stugging o fd e ot kex. He ved one,
rorar aatng o tise e by s T Ao

i hoed bowe, some long i spled fom Wit
the hood. Not a northerner, then. “Patience, Princess,
patience;” he said, evidently trough grited tecth. The
Voice seemed farmiiar.

Finally, a key ft, and tumed with a squeal of rusted

chanism. He took the lamp back fom his
‘companion, pushed the prison gale inward and threw
back his hood. Long, parly braided red hair fel clear
in the ight, and familiar, roughened features...and
Sasha bl

Teriyan?" she exclaimed. Her old friend grinned,
appeaning o find her asionishment amusing. “What
the hels are you

resrocion: o sald sty and slood asido.
‘Come, lets go.” Sasha stood frozen where she was.
“Comeont” Teryensid wmpauem\y M explainon the

"o went, baving e ober choic, and Teryan
paced s band on c beck ushered her up tho

hall. The other two men followed. "What's going on?”
Sasha demanded, keeping her voice low as they
passed empycel afler o, empy col.

“Goerenyal In (he parts_are having a
isagroamant with your faber” Toran sai, in e
i low eice. s 2 orgarised, mting o you
o yonyshou”

how,Sestn did vt vt resssing n e
iomost hat K o1 Gosgreemen ane
Crgaised iy whom ™ Trey cmbed soveral 9696
o stepped brough bo open moll qle. Trhen

paused to lock it again behind
Vaverng Tgh s he longth of e Yty g\mmy
%
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G0 you a0t past e quards?” Sasta

demanded,groving angy at th lck of fomaton
rounded to face him as they strode, but he

gmhbed her am and puled her omvard. “What are

Youwp to

et e sarin say patience is a vitue?" Tori
retorted. “Why don't you show a it and shut up for a
moment?”

Greal,” Sasha exciimed beneath her breaih. “The
next e you say that you'l explain o1 the vy, dont
worder wy orit belive you

They climbed a longer fight of stone steps and

guardroom holding another six
cloaked figues. Seated on the floor in or v,
tied ar 00, were four prison guards. Not very

/it occurred (o her. One of the cloaked figures.
ameacned o hand her her weapons.
yis?" she recognised, as there was more
hghlm oenctato ho shadows hee. The yourg man
looked exremely apprehensive. Sasha took her
blade, secure in its scabbard, and shrugged off her
sk to bogn esarin i e bariler at ot
back Vrats gong o
reys looked i Tryan ar back I consion.
e
No damn tme, | tell you," Teriyan growied. He, and
all the men, seemed to be expecting discovery at any
moment. “She'l just want (o argue, let's move fast and
argue ater.”

ind here and argue about what youre not

e Seste exeined, fiishg wih er
Sanpardard el o s skl e e
T et gcing anhere nil 1 Know what ki frare.
brained scheme you've gone and hatched without

“There, Teryan said o Andreyis in exasperation, '
ol o s

o Yo ussint v sed
brealh\ess\y Wers idng 1o save tem o
Hadnynl”

o stared aim, sphes st

No, ot just fike that!” Teriyan said sharply. “You
think we're stupid? Ks ot Farned, gt The oy
iing w didt count on s you i stpi erovgn
o get caught in Koemyg's

Sasha stared, her head spinning. How coud this
have happened without her knowledge? How coud
Teriyan be involved? He was a leather worker and.



town senior in Baerlyn, what in the world would
have to do with some Gooren-yai plot to rescue the
Udalyn?

Se Jooked at Aoy Ho rodded. antously

of men, Sasha,” he confimmed,

Gomator starers. They sid v got Vet o
o, theyd cor

Thers was & ckering ight amerging from another
posageuny and ran troe mon sppeaed, beo
Sosrsnya farkiny 8 being v
Sean s Tardcome ording.Sani e irg o o
am he it forear bound ony it iy bandages
erloiding a pair of short splinis. His tom panis
reveled bloody bandages abou s lf thgh, Hs
fa ye entirely
osed s s swoll and covered wihdred Diood
s gime. Hs i vas  mss 3nd re wss 8
Soody awerd s o

etvan ared a1 o sword, then at Jayss o
rescuers. What the hels happened?” he said sharply.

The rescuers looked uncomfortable. “There were
two Tyree lordlings posted guard. We overpowered
thm. Wo..h asko for a sword we i ik hld

st

"G great Ty said In exasporaton. So wrat
was a great and righteous r the murder
of rrocentTyree ordings! Tratihep. S0t of e

kel Motat 166 i 14 i He didn' believe

. Ho tougttituas . uping row s he?
ook MasirVeronaro. Torya 1
oy agre0d 1 1y ok of e pce bocaiss

your guardsmen demanded it and we need ‘em.
Youe going o pu hat damn sword away and shit
your damn mot

Jaryd raised is e st Teriyan, an awkward,
one-amed, one-egged stance. ‘fm ot taking orders

u. Understand?”

“Teriyan snorted, not even bothering to draw fis own
blade. “What are you going o do, hop after me?"

Sasha stepped_between them. “Jaryd.” Staring
past the point of his blade. “Im sorry about Tamyn. |
fsta boter oo, lknow what s ke

a prince, in armour, on a
Wi 2 lace 1 i i, Mino was a It boy e a
krife.” There was emotion in his got
1 sposch past olen s, vas ick v o T
ot going on your damn crusade. fve men (o kill”
onion”

Jaryd muttered, lowering the blade. “n this

condition

“Youre Commander of the Faicon Guard” Sasha
said harshiy. “They\e asked for you o lead them. Had
they not, you woud ot be free.”

“Iresign”

“Then you have no honoue”

s Good eye blzec. “They mrdersd my e
brother! Men | called my fiends! Men | grew up
o rfeceed ot ooty ard Torest 0y fco!

me ofdishor
“To meet dishonour with dishonou is to wash down

from Tulamayne, tre greaest Coeremaisoyeler”
“IKnow who Tulamayne is.” Sulensy.
He was Udalyn” Sasha o forcefuly. "We
fide 1o save the Udalyn, before they are wiped out
entirely. magine thousands of tragedies, Jaryd, each

and who could probably manage very
wellwithout you. Didnt hey?"
‘askance at Teriyan. Teriyan nodded.

th o sppoi. ot ater sl they i, They vor
 dishonour. That's what they said,
cven the Verornanes -

Jaryd stared at the flagstones. Dirty hair fell about
his brow, his battered face shadowed in the fickering
lamplight. ¥ its revenge you want” Sasha continued,
“think about how many more of them you coud kil if
ypuvat 1100 wero bl i patorco o
revenge coud be

o ik you. sque this?" Jaryd said biery
aholainyou? The Goerenal e neve ued for

i, Yok be mmchech and e wih o




at | kil who | can now, before they realise fve

escap
“And alert them 1o that fact before we're away
Teryan elored. Thputyouback inyour col st

Jaryd sta moment. Then

he snorted, it e oo . vt o

word away” Teriyan commanded. “Hood up,

kaep ourasd o, and ot s Jane o 0,

m. Litte seemed to_ bother fim, not
Geatn o saughie. Sasa feared orm
dungeons when Sasha

realised that somehow, she'd begun arguing for
precisely the thing she had been arguing against.
Lead an army to the Udalyn Valiey? Her? n defiance.
of her father, to say nothing of Koenyg? But then...her
U T
s canter. Whet ores voud
F. o some o e o Harmers had
1ot Noatl hall of th viarmers were G
a0 hall he Reyal Guard. 8iso. Woutd some of the
Royal Guard come? Woud many of their Verenthane.
comrades? Was it even imaginable that she, the ot
tempered, troublemaking fitle girl in  Krystoffs

available? From dreaming in her prison cel to tis. I

wa Iming
“Why in all the hells didn't anyone el me?" she
fumed n sudden emper, 3 she suggled to rasp

guardhouse gave way to stais, long and winding. Rt
ook them slowiy, lest Jaryd be left befind. “What am |
st pece o b0 moved pon some oviands board

o Tty sy, o i e oo of o
“were our ast bope of ot
By ik ot a momert it ay
man here woud iy ide agars be kings
orders? e hoped you coud
o be coninond it was e o opion o that
b ary e cr g W o sy 1y
foldecaied, bt damn I it vas e ony vyt
Now, do you wan 0 sa alyn or
i s a i Fanlar atoce. aco rom
er Gt Snce h age of g, e A man
she'd grown up with. He did not belong here, in this
workd. Certainly Andrys did not. They
other worid, with Kessigh. ou in the Lenay wids. Or
haps, it occured 1o her, it was she who didnt
belong here. Corlusion threatened.
Gould she tu her back on them now? Tel then it

versdesip, msn vouk b v ragarless
Figt eoplefrom
iloon 2t on chevabl geal. i peer o
endin sight. Fighting to avenge an anniilated people

youbethevs oot Hyouwishtor e evryaclon ko
be entrely reasonable and thought out, you shal wish
o When cton s reaured, ac1 acton, nsuch
ssiuation s sheye

1 sho said, il fm o at Teraris
chast 85 ey cimbed, ‘are gaing o ave 1 Imprene
our co fion”

Even sbove grars the o caste wes dack, dark
s 14 of shadous. Bare vore pessad sty

s dificut to boieve that such a
Gasoime, souloss pace 1o v been s seet of
powerin Lenayin.

They passed through an abandoned guardhouse
and out into the yard beyond. Carls were I
benealh what had once been a primitive stable, and
men were hauing crates of produce from their trays

as the grand outer walls, the stoney
weathered in places.
The Goerenyai men waked calmly across the

coutyard, soldiers wih their hoods down, several
hauing fUl wineskins in prominert view o prevent

smpion—it ves wel knoun it ofcars wod s
their " weilcs equslions vais” o e
casto storag rooms. Non loating cart. hauing
e ot norsos pic s dow procession
little heed as they headed toward the side exit that



had been cut in the old stone for more direct access
10 the barmacks and stables. Sasha walked with her
hood up, and no great alarm in that, for the night was
old. Behind, she could hear Jaryd's occasional grunt
of pain, but he made reasonable pace despite the
imp. Two guards on the small exit waved them
through with great nonchalance, and ‘Sasha was ot
surprised to see both were Goeren-
Tho st boyors was. rarow and_ appearod
e for a started stray cat. Beyond the old
imer vals ahe coud Pest e echoing bl of
o shouing of oces st trow &
uuesuomng garcs
e i oy, Lord Krayiss dies

fitte girl had any business seeing. For once, theyd
beenright

Nothing glorious in that death,” she said quiety.
bttt e youie e mercyofblng suprisc
it it a fitte late for an executc

ook o caperers i o 1 erct o
plattorn. Teran rple, poerng it

e, & man on  ho e bide bvee o
ok G e s 1ol & dhrsion ot v o
s death proves far more usefulfor the Goeren-yai
than his ife.

sounded a partcularly callous thing o say, even
for Teriyan. “You set him up for tis.” Sasha said
blunty,

Terlyan grunted. “He set himself up. We needed
him out of the way, and we needed a diversion..” he.
shrugged. “He gets his martyrdom, we get a biind
space in which to organise, and mos!

Koenyg's loyal guards are busy expecting trouble at
the wukcton As e o 1o i st oer et
fool getiing the axe. Koenyg sees everyting, b
indorstands noing Wee hoadingrorn”

Organise? The Goeren-yai? Sasha stared up at his
rangy Peigh. rer suspicion mouning Teren had

in accompanying her on this tip
Tortyen who fad many tends cotacs amonget
Gooreryi a ovr Lorain. Ay Bacriyn man coud

e ackompariod her. b Toryan ylepisihort
should be him. “How long have you been pioting?”
o asked. er it

n thvew her a serious look. “Look, Sasha,
Jou G ik e ook Scocs Lonin
wouldrit_have someone keeping an eye on you all
these years? Why do you think you havenit had
crowds of the curious and the worshipful come
clustering about the ranch or the Stelisyn al days?
Ty reeded o on st you e p . gwve
Noting mo
ut it ined im status, evidenty. *Kessligh
now abot T oh mkca oty
Teriyan shrugged. ‘A litle. Never seemed real
Interested, tnihfuly. Certainly he appreciated anything
keoping the crowds away.” Sasha fef her head spin
as soveral new pioces fol into place. Kessigh's
displeasure with her occasional long nighs in the
Stelisyn. Teriyan, on one occasion, sheliering her
rom the overy nosy questions of one paricular out-of-
towner. He'd had his curosily answered later, it

seemed.
~ou didnt tellme.” she muttered.
*Sasha,

“Damn i, fd have understood! m not stupid, | knew

that you and the others deflected some attention from
e using me, weren' you? Planning a

bloody uprising, just ke Koenyg suspected...”

pirimage priests,a fahing o sores abouyou”
reritall working for Koenyy,” Sasha said
disbelevrgh. She el sudderl incomorabl. Coud
12 “Travellers gossip, its not like every

Vet b suks qosiore pocketing Koenyg's

g
*And thats boen the difference between the two

us for the last twelve years,” Teriyan said fimiy. o

coud afford to thirk that, up on your hil with your

legendary warrior 1o watch over you. The rest of



leamed to be suspicious. There's a whole stack of
rumours and stories about you moving about the
time, Sasha. You don' think
Koenyg wasnt lstering to all of them? You don't thirk
that at th first suspicion you were going to
ot ords, by ghing e Gosreyal someons o raly
around, he woukdn't have come down on Baeryn like
an avalanche?"

*He'd nover have dared.” Sasha retorted, eyeing a
shadowy figure moving on the dark road ahead. *Any

e sgarst me or Kessigh voud e sciewed
exacly what he didnt wani—angry mobs of Gosren-
yal lokirg or ood

“Aye, well maybe you could take that risk. Me, fve
got family in Baeryn, and fm responsible for all the
other famiies too.” He too watched the dark figure
ahead. t varished down an alley. ‘The lords thought

you mre of a sk han Koeryg id ey were ising
his arm all the time...sht, you saw what Kum:
v, They koow et If he Goerensel over got
worked up, the lords’ heads would be the first on the.
block—most Goeren-yai respect the king, but we've
got o ime for lords.

*So we kept feeding them al this nonsense about
Krayiiss, and how he was so popuiar. | did it myself a
few times, just made up some pi
the brave deeds of Lord Krayiss to tell some traveller
when he was near facedown in his ale. He spreads it
o the nex! town, ar e tal thing
you know, Prince Koenyg's hearing talk of great,
heroic stories about Lord Kraylss spreading through

ihanan. Better yet, Lord Krayliss hears them (00,
and ke any fool who thirks the stars circle hs arse,
he believes the people love him. Soon enough, he
believes it so much he picks a fight with Hadryn, klls
Great Lord Rashyd, and treatens the king
Goerenyai rebelion. So while al the nobitys got
their fily lace knickers in a twist over Krayliss, they
fgroro you compeelyor amost. Worked  reat.

Sasha stared at him incredulously. “They ignore
2 You..you make it sound as if..as if fm some
kmd of..tdontoow
ryai hero?” Teriyan peered down the dark
aHIy o which he faure rad emerod. Wi, hero
were orly shadows. He shrugged. Maybe. Al | knew
betler you than Krayiss. Some of us saw this day
coming, Sasha. A day wher wed noed somecne e
nyai coud look up to. Prince Koenyg never
vealy beleved It coul b you not .. Goororaai
Pever had women leaders before, it seemed a
strotch. And who knows, he might ye be right. We'l

seo.
“Im ot a damn leader!” Sasha hissed at him. “Tm
jece on your board game (o be moved

aboutal you leisure
“Kessiigh didn' teach you noting, did he?” Terivan
gave her a contempluous stare. We're al just pieces

Froma hlgh vindow, 2 baby squaled. " ave some
r e Udshn chidren. The

Prncess Soly assised = In g becn o to
palace. Shoud we bring ther
Sashaooked up at im. way up o tis man was
et bler than Tetan Goerenel, desie lacking
the spiit-mask, ke Teriya recenty famillar,
somou..her oyes ity remalhr\g the Royal
bad let her into the Saint

AmbelhunTlehwlm
goud s 1o biag ciear” ahe asked
wamy Sua o besaf oo
o laling - Toryan sam oy Ty
vers. approsching. the
archways looming on the left vovs d, comersd
rootops. “Thye prof of bad g appenig n
valley, someone might decide

convsmemymspes-a of Bosid v use
of someane who knows Udalyn lands from the inside
—the boy may not speak Lenay, but he can draw
maps. Inan assaul, that couid save lives.”

“They are Udayn children, MLady, the listenant
added."Tne ardahp shal ot sl e

‘Sasha did not like the idea of taking children on
such 2 ride, This, she realised, was one of fiose




‘command decisions that she had always wondered if
she woud have the sirength to make for herself. Many
more would surely folow. She was no longer poised
wpon the point of o retum. That point was now behind
her. The realisation made her dizzy, with fear,
excitement and a dozen other things that she had no
rame for.

See 1o the children,’ she tod the lieuterant,
“Perhaps ry 1o find the pony they arived on, it shal

o o n id 1o pas h oy vamag
quicklyinthe night.

“His name's Aln, Koenyg tossed him flom the
guard,” Teriyan said in a low voice. Koenyg's done
that quite a bit lately. Gained us a whole bag of
recnits, he has

Cut ffom the Royal Guard for leting someone into
the temple 1o visit the king. The disgrace woud fie

lose far more than just their honour because of
deuslens 1 woud make row,oromarow o n
days afer

=

The stables were less active than on_previous
occasions, yet stil busy enough for cover. ‘Be fast
Teran said in o low Vi 12 e group, vord i
so0n enough, the executions wil only
et o st
Sasha sadded fast and rejoined the group in front
of the stables. As they approached the guards at the.

could ever recall having seen. Light and shadow flung
and wide across the grand s of
surounding _buikdings, and the jagged lines_of
ikemen's ceremorial staffs made a sharp, teethiike
row agaiet e gare of e

‘s perimeter there were many
solos, nd ‘von ore opon e pltom Ioet
Before the platiorm, there was raised a large
Verenthane star on a tal pole. I loomed over
proceedings fike a watchful guardian, invoking the
name of its gods upon all that occurred within its
shadow. The symbolism both chiled her and filed hor

prowcaonifonss erionvas o sata ebelon
yourselves!” called a guard from the gate,

wdemty a litle bored with fis job and far more

interested in the spectacie upon the square. The

vantage did not provide a goo

oo thom- sld angher gurd as the coemn
s “Lot them through.” A Goeren-yai man, Sasha
saw as Peg sensed her tension and danced
sideways aie.

et o demaned e st man wih bl

ey butness. enlyof alprsert, ren

e miered e Goerayal a8
tiscomade vorad o sors s marmasamen Toe
protocols were well known.

“Are o completly by sid, ek Vabaren
goo

nameﬁElusscm Tt ssid, i et faced
aggressi

A savd lhe pebtidciiivend

ik mued o guan, o sacsd e n
mazement. came

least twenty—Rayen men this right. of the Black
Fammers ompary, ot Fakoon Guard, or 1 woud
have been just too damn easy. The first guard looked
s Pough o suspecied some K o oke. Al Leray
n loved jokes, particularly those that made another
manlnck stupid.
“On aye, Blossom and Blossom. . he nodded up
T s o Bt | et o Wodks oo



tell me what the bloady hells is going on?"

“Listen you” Teriyan told him gruff, “we got a
Goeren-yai lord geting axed on the stage yonder, |
stagest you dort give s any cap st ov.

o e gurd said, suidery al sob
riousress. “ys | hear you fend, | dort bke %
much myself, bullveamhtndn for
*Aye," Teriyan said biteerly. “Joly Prrco Koenyg did
a fair ob on us foday oo, didrit he? You take your
damn ob, and siick it up your arse. We're leaing.
He slammed heels 1o his horse's sides, the other
e folowig,ten Sasha ard Arreys raing ater
s the guards sucre, eached o weapors, yled n
prtest and yot dd g o sop hem. Then hey
‘were running at a canter along the paved Toadiovars
the Bsan i, Sashe prayg it 1ars wukd bo
oo he ramparts i pursut a0
Euavds Pk stucton

o
Soeacoed e S o o nd e w f IS
ights below.

t had been a masterfu performance by Teriyan,
Sasha realised as they descended. He had played
the disgruntied, hot-headed Goerer-yai warrior o the
hilt.and in trut, it had_ probably taken very itle
acting. Even a Verenthane guard had reason o agree
that such a Goerenyai hothead might be justifably
ubegpy nLenayn It s ke o o
his honour sighied, and where he
Wahod 1o go. Even more, such nighicous furos wore
respected, as wero the men who wielded the.
long s the cause was fet by all o be just. Teriyan
had made the poor guards feel ashamed of their duy,
inficting yet another indignity upon a very angry. very
fighteous warror. The incident would no doubt be.
reported immediately...but at least they were clear of
the walls without a peppering of amrow shafts. Given
it in e squar, sho guessod 1o one had hed
the heartto
Ty aed ot o paddocks 1o a corsion of
manoeuves In the dark. A distance wide of
Porsemen were gathering rists i Inrchhgh\
and farflung shadow. Aready there were several
o an, v 4 Saspe e upsiope of e
gathering, many more were crossing from the tent city
o 1 jon tam From srorge b lets, e cari
shouing argument and the slamed
Gemande o ofters Soms men wen neving 3
camen et oanng o owdrs Boom .
doulles o fomn Koeny, Ther vas it e
we'm golg 1 o Sasim s, e best
the Ranash and Bannoryd
roiso- Hot near was ampg wih wrlonsant
anicipaionas shosunveyod s sceno o amed
ind horses by torchight. | the confusion of shadows
ar\d light, it did not seem real.
“Theyd not dare attack a force so strong, surely?”
Antreyis vrturs, iarng wide yed ad breaiess
84w soss, Saata fored vl o cain—if she

s gy o ot
e rave stch greter rumbers. B ey Tarass
5 ahe vy o s Hadiyn

“Aye,” Sasha agreed e clster of horses
was canering across, pemap! siay sorg. Baird
them another formed, men waiting for their comrades
o it v, Bowiored o rag0d 4ol
thecamp g, Eicenty many Verentane men hadrt
known it was coming. Sasha was further at
S v Seperi ay oy soter oo ap
Solarge a secret so wel. ‘We'l wait a moment longer.
We dorit want to leave a il of stragglers for the

rash.”

*Sashandra Lenayint® cried a restess voice from
o sl of o asseried orsomen. Wo ware
promised Sashandra L

 Actons ofows eereamant ose fom many ters

he present?” yelied another. ° not, we'l ride on

stamped, jostled and snorted in the torchigh, feeding
offthir riders’ mood. Sasha sensed that things might
fraly be poreacing a bl he/d boo paterd o
Theyd ey conlinge

ugored on. e lover Sopsa v ot core
Pothing. Now, they fetthir time had arived. The men
of the ancient ways woud not be deried.

‘Sasha found Teriyan glaring at her. ‘Go!" he uged,



with a hard nod of his head. Sasha felt as if frozen,
unable to move. Real foar gripped her, worso than the.
fiear of bloodthirsty northemers or Cherrovan infent on
spling her blod. Those, she vis ained to desl
ned her whole world pside down. k was
wng o treaten rebeton, aute arotrer to
il ralyae ot momenof partaki
ssigh, she thought despillmg\y‘ her  heart

and declaring intentions entrely at odds with her
father's wil.

Quite unexpectedly. a line from an old serrn verse
came to mind. “That was the iver. This is the sea.”
She'd never soen the sea. The many rivers of Lenayin
fowed o1, ovetel on rerlong,windig omey
into ody of waler 50 vast was
ot o er And vt o Inspecieof
herignorance. Somewhere out there—vast, deep and
blue.

Sudony shofo . Tho destraion was out
knew its nature or not. Surely it
s, it ke o sen. T was ory she who was

in. The destination would take care of tsel

to Peg's sides, urging himto

a wak. He broke info a canter instead and she pulled
reins, slowing her reluctant, impatient friend to
& v, boscossing prarc. The s shuts
died away, eyes setting upon her, many with frowning
urosty. sooing o fo o s . Spits know
expected from the tales spun abou her.
Sre punte 1 howd o her b sas ol
that much proof. From behind, there came the thunder
yet more horses approaching, swelling their ranks
further. Perhaps she shoud wait for them all to

“Men of Lenayin!” she called. Her voice did not
Sound right, and she wondered if it cartied across al
words themselves were a
s, ﬂuH forn of adress, surely? Albouoh i was
“felow ~ Goerenyai".
sudden\y o i ormed et reus S i
s 3 abafont she poved on. bakre the
ropiraton cou dosert hr, “Some.wil say Tt wo
1de agans o ing! il soy ot o sk 0501
Lenayin wilh itsef, and set Verenthane and
Gocramya o each o' peoae Bt ey wi b0
wrong!

o Wo e 0 sav Lenayin fom ! Lerayn mst
the hatred and bigolry of the north, or
Whereve 1 o orser Lord Kemes oftron woua
vision of a kingdom of the Goeren-yai,
res, sertin and lowtanders. | offer
sueh visionl The Lenayin | offer you is a Lenayin of
peace, not of hatred! Even now, there are Verenthane
brothers among us who ride ot for division, nor for
hatred, but for all Lenayin, united together in
fiendshipt
I welcome my Verenthane brothers! | remind all
who ride here that wherever my heart may lie, my
tload s Verertne and [ ove my il el Sroukd
fide here fonight
ks o covter ot orambanes i bt enemy.
then I would tell that man that he is not welcome in this
e wishes o ride tonight for love—for love of
the Udalyn, for love of tolerance andfriendship
between all Lenays, and for the love of a united
Lerayin bereah  sivgle g, then | sy come wih
hall suffr in silence any more!

The answering roar astonished her in its power.
Men clenched their fists in the air, or thrust their
swords_skyward, shouing with visceral passion.
Sasha felt a flush of power through her body, chills
thging bom ot and co, er eat pounig n et
ears. As if suddenly. in that momen, st
aken on e combined Hadon amics smg\
fough the urge to grin ke an
idiot A gircoud et used o ti.
Form up!" she heard a yel as the cheering died
sndocked o i Captain Tyunof the Fakon Gua
ming across e ne al & caner, ised n s
S, Form up,shar e torches. Wk dis
o cover before the sunrises!”
| Sasha set of ater b, heamrg Jownnt s

e oo supenms pY men



\ndreyis and Teriyan positioned themselves at the
fore, watching the confusion and hoping there wero
ot manyfresbeloo ey ovenbeganis e

“Where's Jaryd?" she thought o as}

il 8w good men Wit N’ Bron repled,
surveying the scene with uveadable eyes. “To make
Sure he stays In the saddle, and to show the rest of

quardsmen that he's here. How do you judge his
condition?”
“His bodys a mess,” Sasha said shorty. ‘But thats
ot

ot the worst
Tyrun nodded shorlly He's a strong young m
body il heal About he vt woungs, e il .

provinces at Rathynal. Roughly five hundred people
on. Hal of tose wers rbls. inccing

iadies and cidn, The ober el sodrs—sto
7 Ty o coningot. Masbe 1 of
rose. Tom vy pource i oe porhom
ones, were Goerenyai. Which made...maybe nine
indred men? R certainly looked close (o a thousand,
but it was dark and there was no way 10 tel for sure
‘Goeren-yai soldier come? And what of the:

en-Tar gartison companies’

AL b Facon Guard have comeT” sho asked

" '%5d Tyun, Verenthanes oo, tat meant
Tyrun was here fimsef afer al. That was another five
hundred
“And the Black Hammers, do you know?" she
ssed

Uncertain. Captain Akyrman will not come, but

many of his Geeren-ym will Some of those said their

rerihane frier low later, once they realise
whats rapponed..

el ave 3 svagging i on s amy o mater
whatwe do.” Sasha observe

e i aress N boing 1. Best hope tey
ride fast”

Ropl Guare”

‘A fow. Perhaps two hundred. Leaving Baen-Tar
ndforcod s a b g, even o of Gooroni
wor'tdo

sasna foddad. birg e . Say o g

ity fro

‘Aye.” said men " ooke e From back oward
the tent city, there was more shouting and a chaos of
geloprgrorses, miling men and bevildered ofcers

men on horses came across i frort, close
oo o Saara s ovement er s 1 0

e th boody el ar you ot of o7
“leslyn Valley! Want to c
a8 T Verertranet
me Sishir sboue e tunder of
sses.

My frends are. ﬁmr\g\ What unit you from?”
Fyden Wildcat
Vet et Youie the Hadnyn?"
Helks nol"
‘Wel come and hve aHoody it ont”
The cheers
\/eremhanes Sarallng tho coumn dowT i the

%2 aha shook her head n disbtet. Darn 1 she
muttered o Tyun. “Tve absolutely no idea what fm
i

e o thet”ssic e, wih o et i
venasinie bushy moustac

Mooy aloned oo s o of e coker, e e
dowrkil lowarg e nesrest open gale ot of &

atiock an oo o ronc T e oo
goas creaking, g mass of orse and o,
the light of many torches casting crazy shadows
atmssmemﬂs\ de.

Before long, several Royal Guardsmen, led by
Lieutenant Aly, cantered past o take the vanguard..
one Sasa saw, g te roel puple and green
The' banners of the Falcon lack
Hammers were also  flying. e o roeine
spproached and trenenfoided hem i e ke,

dancing shadow of firelight on trurks and leaves.
From somewhere behind came a haunting biast of
trumpet, once, and then again.



'Ranash," said Tyrun, his moustache twisting as he
considered its import. Thero followed an answering
cal with diferent rotes. "And that one is Bamend
They are forming,

“How many do you thirk?’ Sasha asked.

e Ranash fook a few sses sgana e
ranem kot mary. Befor, ey v

oens re ot 50 mamorly o i)

‘So few” Sasha remarked, thinking hard
Bameryss Great Lo Cyan did ot come for
Rathynal” said Tynun. "Some say he
preoccupied wih be Hadhn probably ats where
reryd and Ranash soldiers are 00.
b lexlyn Valey it e Hadyn
Sasha o ot brow: Wiy id no one rofice
Great Lord Cyan's absence unti now?" she asked.
Tyrun shrugged. "Raihynal is just beginming. We.
thought perhaps he was lat.
'So we shall have at least three hundred and twenty
horsemen chasing us shortly," Sasha summarised.
“Aye," Tyrun agreed, as matter-offact as a farmer
discunting o seasorts crop. Ewas 3 groat ol 1o
a wise, steady presence at her side. ‘And

cerainly more, once the king sends his summons.
Neyshwil ikely respond with full companies, as Great

P oenyy crafts allegiances well. Id g
e neary & Fovaare men urder arms wiin tvo
Gaye. Ade ot ho noikty thomselve. .pohaps &
hird are in good condition o fight

a quarter” Sasha disagreed, soury.

lordly accommodation, not a war pary. They'e also
shortonamour ar rafcat ght ek amfow”

n g fv sl n e carcig shadou
ye, was all he said. He n who
reserved judgnont. whorever posstls o uptone

ene one's opinions, faced win e
npen dlsavpmva\ of nobles who resented one’
origins.

£ mayh five hundred nobles who can fight. But
that's two days' head startfor us,” Sasha reasoned.

“Less,” said Tyrun with certainty. *Prince Koenyg
can gather some men on the move.

Sasha nodded, hnking . Speed vas ke et
much was obvious. k would be the kind
manoeuving Kessigh e 20 masleml\y mmng
the Great Wi, iy yoars boloro—ast tmsts

ors across rugged terrain. They were,
S Know, iy largo bocte s .
19 guess. MLady’ Ty conbued. st v

ts may form a skirmish party or several
skimish partes lo dely our progress o Our
Shoukd be careful and watch for ambush.”

the valley mouth. I we're quick, we can trap them
ieide before ey know e coming

e, MLacy sad Ty, wih he frst ot of
catalcton n s one. Sasba gave him a curious
Iook.

W u here, Caplain? For al | know, ths
o e i all e necks foiing Lord Kraykss on
lock. No one woud have thought ess of you had
Wu decined 0 ide.”
mafority of my men voted to come.” Tyun sai

Sy Toe Falcon G s  vediton o oty
voles. So | came.”

Sasha was surprised. She had expected o hoar
somathng bt ol causes and compssion for
s Gooran

rolmope meydomemed furter votes inthe midst of

wmn smok e e Thats ot how it vorks,
MLacy. One vote, for any sicidal stpidity,then all
s Aviodbiog
our onn Tyes lods may ave your had oven f
he king doosn',” Sasha added.
“Mastr Jayd is he Great Lod of Tyee.” Tyun
sad faty.
e oerlords caim oberise”

upkeep our barracks. Those, they own. Our honour,



they do not. When this is over, they can disband the
e compary ey wish, bk 14 he 0 es ey
and fnd ropacement wnen word spreads of what
ey did to Famny Nyvar, This is a day of infamy.
ote  doy o iyt

the same dry-:ah:u\a(mnw\lh which
Captain Tyrun said everything , Sasha could
ot bl b ik It wes o ot impassioned
thing she'd yet heard the man say.

e ohe id ofer 2 o “tm glad youre
here. 1 going to need some assistance, Tyrun
Kessign Sught e mch, Bt | vent done s

e Mady” s Tyun
=

o ride at night through any part of Lenayin was no

{orches and o wind was ot 10 S7onG 1o we
e Tame. 8 vt however cod o e<asioncty

These a oter toughis crowed Sasha's mnd
Before, on such rides, she coud relax in the
confdonco. et Kessich wadd make be dght
decisions. now.
Sorcaton s most oo, made Worse by lack
of sieep. How did anyone leam to_har
pressures as effortessly as Kessigh had mar\aged’r
oud not imagine.

horly, the road emerged from the forest onto the
oulling Baen-Tar farmland, whero the land lay
relaively flat between rugged hilsides. The stone

against the dark. t seemed uveal (o be riding such a
palhat nght. Tohdgh i o reach e summmg
hills, merely caressing the lower s of their
forested slopes. Above, the. ndge\mss wero almost
il agar o ok s earolss sovo o
kg palctes o sars Progh e
b on ver ot and Sasha
Tetogsed oy fce banea i hoo.
“That was a good speech.” he said, his voice barely
bove the plodding hooves, creaking

said you never iked s
an assure you | didn' like that one.” She gazed
at the distant, dancing shadow of a fammhouse and
wondered ifits occupants would cheer or curse the,
were they roused from their sleep. Then sh looked al
her ol friend in sudden concem. This was a war party

and Andreyis had not yet passed the Wakening.
“We'llhave {0 find you some mail.”

oo ot wesring any” Arrogsrtored

Siows o ownF 1 s my speed nd balance,

he'd aways trained for warfare, as al Lenay men did,
bt she'd never though to be present when he first put
bose s o the tes And shetd coriny neer

ught 10 be in command. &t scared her worse than
anyiing ad scaed h so fa 1 s TgATs yound
rebelion.

“Sasha, I |l waried 0 say bal m somy”
Aodreis looked even more

cemech i way that e arlyhad becn vetore of
using her temper. “Teriyan said you were a

you, but he told me notto say anything, and so did my
father.

“What did he say?" Sasha asked. ‘Terivan, |
mean?”

.. A 1ook & deep beat,and glaresd
sside, Folks were cuous, Sasha. | mean, o
aton o number of imes. some outat e
Soppor by e house on ome bisiness and wanied
1o ask me only about you. | aways told them I only
yorked at e nch, vt dart oo v el vel
al gossiped.

of talk that Krystoff was the first. Some said that the
spirits had taken him, and tumed his heart to the



ancient ways. When he died, and | left to live with

Kessigh, meny kvt st e passed on o me.
say s the willof the Synrich. Ever

e et own 1 g o prophecy. Doublless if

it some new one.”

‘Sasha, don't blame Teriyan. He wast spying on

you, herevermld d arypersore et or syt

rows of my personal ife,” Sasha

sronoa
“Aye, well.." Andreyis fidgeted with a handful of
rein. “But someone had (0 tak fo them. Goeren-yai
from all over Lenayin were fascinated, Sasha. Theyd
all have tumed up on your doorstep if Teriyan and
Jasger fadrt do same (ki Fs ot sasy fr
X g o e Kessigh
i e et 10 al o e, how B
Cosnon T b & pommal tur when you o, aren
Most are pleased, dorit get me wrong...but its just
difleren, thats al”
“You didn' talk o any gossip mongers?" Sasha
asked mmwwlhsﬁm
inked. “And ol them what? That you
chovs oo ogh i a i ko nd ol W
Sasha it back  rna ted hrd o ok
Unsuccessiuly, because Andreyis saw and smiked,
crasperaled T o krow whal these Kcls wart

prlor il Scme ook ek by can s
the i vl ko g, ot ko, whatcolou

you upid ot Toryan doost o it
e, i ey e ok e S0 20 Bosryn cosent
become some damn pilgrimage town for crazy
Goeren-yai hoping 1o catch a gimpse. It keeps them
saisfied so they dorit have to come ot for
Bemsshes, WHch wokit he mads Priros
Koenyg real happy, Id guess.

Souna. broatod 5 Geop. breath, ¥s
Tomaytar wax: ahe-sais on an mptiee.-Candis
vaxturs oo much”

gave a snort of laughter. “Some people
ik You'e a tomboy, but | know better. Youre stl just
a pampered princess undemeath, with all your girle
things in your washing stal..”

“I happen to dislike body hair in the wrong places!”
‘Sasha retorted. “What's wrong with that?”
counted ine different soaps and oils” Andreyis.
coutred acausig

my loxries where | can get them.”

ety
Did Tty ol it oo Sasha asked, i
gt sdeways
i o it ol i, Bosides, ho

was i 1o Yol you fom that Kind of prig,
Sasha. People were going 1o pry anyway, you being
Who you are. Teriyan and Jaegar justtied o manage
it thats all”

Sasha sighed, heauily. Ahead, the vanguard's
forches it a wavering, ghostly
paddocks—s s, whe
once more. "Athia a
o 1t In where none woul wiingly acoopt e she
said sombroly. And laughed bitterly. it that ust fike
a siste, to know just where 1o stick the neadle so it
hurts the most? | just wanted to fitin, Ardrey. | wanted
fiiends and a place to belong. | didrit want 10 be a
burden, or a...a pilgrimage atiracton. Just a person,
youknow?”

Andreyis smiled at her, with friendly exasperation.
‘Sasha 300 dort understand, 0 you? Look baing
She Shouider. A vast column of

Tosen et acro o g olg Tos. Coaked
and amoured men in their hundreds. "You did fit in,
The Goerenyal are olowng you, Sasha. Tran
spread word about you and men fiked what they
heard. They ahways have, even in Basrin foks et
you can walk on clouds.

‘Dot be ridcuusl’ Sashe ssd nrsdueusy
kg o il 5o Tomings. $n00
Tands o Baethy man and oo ik, e G060
umoured slarde, e teasing sbout e i ard how
she affection on horses
young men, o b 2 s e young men were
oo frightened to irtwith her

“im o bk rciocun” Ardres pokesid. W
donit do hero worship real e, nyai
e e e oy ot bt o 00 o ors
easily. fm your friend, Sasha. ve wrestied you down



the hillside and rubbed dirt in your hair. But fm not
fiding here toright just because you're my friend. fm

g rero becatse fm Goorena and
yai need a leader. They\ve chosen that leader o be.
you. And | coudnt hink of anyone fd rather folow.”

Sasha gazed at him, a cold gqust of wind
threatening to remove the hood from her head. Tear
prickled he o

Arroyis's rand with hor own. 1 dont koow 1 |
doseri ral inst, Andrey” sho said quity. Tm
Spoit, selfcentred brat

e Gred. Aye, you a1 Sasha g
iy of er o ave expected anyoler rply B you
care for people. And you don' think yoursel

others, despite your talerts. Lord K.awss ]
bt Whchis wh e o o, and ot



Siixteen

AmechwEmMVARvsH RuER, which
bourdary betwsen Baencer and
Veianan, s i v v ypical of late
e Seat ot b o fr s o barelya
Splash to wet her bools. Soldiers dismounied along
both banks (o lead their horses over the rocks and
gravel of the exposed riverbed to drink.
o vas e o Pt menfed s
Her vanguard shared some bread and
P iegcimibh g ok legs,
wall:hmg Peg sraze amidet e thck bshes trt
ark. Birds chorused against the
pale ovceat sky a5 hooves clatered on rock and
in various tongues, weapons and
armour eiing 0 hoy st o ety
g e reakest Sasha waked l o btlr
vonige o e wars
Rorsos Theyined e e o fa 2 4he cou sce 1o

the highest standard, given the lfelong training that
even simple farmers received. But these were the

needed, more than common vilagers. These
men had horses.

St she reflected, she woukd have (o get someone
fo count heads, just for certainy, and see f the
Pumber came anywhere near the two thousand of her
St ankmaon, Lisarrt A4 o v
e flowsd har o th wtes edge, o sa. Tray

rovgh, o e, sopraing her fom o
Sorering. made her
ncomionabl, a5 i mary of o ocks bet com

utounding, mostly Goeren-yal
ment, others in simple

f Lenayin

. sho know. And Kessligh

d told her often that respect, in Lenayin, was no
one’s birthight. She took some comfort in Andreyis's
words he previous figt and yet she remained

uncomvinced. Many of these needed no
condncing of he gptness of her ke, bt rwctia
take plerty more than a pretty speech 1o comince
many of them of her, no mater who her uman.

ka-dans—as all sokdiers
Would try to o them at least once a day, under any
circumstances. Sasha setliod for her stretching
repmen—aka-dare coud_vat fr 3 e more
privacy.

Falcon Guard  unifor
ooroachen, o brided an sors rgen Ho gsned
permission from Lieuenant Ay, then squatied

g atsh ok wih logs

wel
oo repaced by Ty and Listant Abn as
she finished her stretching. "Advice,” she asked the
sharp-featured captain as they stood by the flowing
water. "How do we stop this formation fom tuming
o & rtbleT Akeady wete becomirg shrg ou
across entire folds. K we simpl addi
sl 1 o e et bocom ey ki for
‘ambush or charge from bef
aro st vilagers, hey may be ormidable ariore
e,

at his .
oned v Royal e L took me moris o feamn
the differer fight.
Understaning of tactics changes lmm vegmn -
region and unit 1o urit—some men wi

ambush, others will dismount to fight on ol



may try to outflank. We're only going to add new
ikt Soksrsss ws conir, s can ve ko fow
additons will behave? To say noting of

mwsgmaﬂm«sa\ad oftntswers ccoumieted”
te of fruit and spat out

you that we are a rabble. No helping it.  we get fit in
midcolumn on the march, we'l get spit. ve instructed
ranks along the ine 1o circie and enfold,if any such hit
us...but you know the diffcuty of anything so rapid in

Ot brigt id, s s e ey i Making i
rabble work against Hadnn
probably Banneryd Mavy l:ava\ry. Espel:ml\y it mey
getwind of us and have time to prepare...thatll be the
fost”

A man was runing along the bar, feet sipping on
sones in Mo tase Lieuterart A moved o
intercept, but T
et trough MLacy e e, of v an i

perhaps it was best o come to

Sasha frowned at him, then looked beyond to
where several soldiers were accompanying a
Somewhat scrawny dussieh pony along the riverbark.
Upon the saddie sat a most unmartial figure, small
and an oversized cioak. One soldier led
the pony, while others moved alongside, and yet more.
stopped what they were doing and stared. Sasha
began walking, her guard moving wih her...and then,
Vil & sickanng i of ear n e somach, she
broke into a un.

The soldier with the pony's hatter stopped as she
arived, and another assisted the sim, shivering
figwe from the saddle, as carefuly as_handing
eggshels. A dress was visible, briefl, beneath the
ok, Sasha rabad e oy Ve shoukdes, pued

stared disbelievingly at the yot
oy mmh-chahenm face within. Sofy.

00 " wes o she o ik s sy ¥ Koarg

:d been incined 1o spare her neck
certainly woudn't now.

*Sashal" Tears filed Sofy’s eyes, part exnaust
patieat and party atth sighof ot iste's mmﬁed
expression. *Sasha,
yas goirg o m.make e epend mors e v

those L...tyrarts.
Sesha rabbed Seifs hards in ber own goved
anos. and. rola ono. o ot Ghook. Hole, youra
freezing”” She pulled aside the cloak, revealing
oting mors tan o palac cress benesi s sy
green fabric muddied at
through the night in just e v Qets ot s away o
your varm freplaces o righ, Sofy even i summer!
Wnatuersyou irk
asha e, ash,dort 5o arry win
et i v s o
S ot bt o 1 o v, g it
the_strengthening uge to scream, or o breal
Somaiirg Vo mon v Cutonny. abot
Princess Sofy!” she heard them saying urgently, one.
1o the other. I spread through their ranks with concern
and suprise Thi was st she neced
big_conusion afler the
e)recmmns " say o eontued hr voice ki .
und, saying...sa)
Tebelion and hat youd sscape E..oven he gete
guards worerit paying ateertion. Sudderly, thore were.
Boopia ehing eveywhere« 11k i hrse o e
stable and | just rode! | rode fike you showed me,
Sasha, those times before! |jus...justhad o get out
before...”

e going back!” Sasha rounded on her. Sofy.
stared at her in shock. “You carit stay here, Sofy! This.
is an amy! People are going (o get kiled, do you
understand that?

e per teer S rakepoctd Soi lo
colapse into help) tat
e Sty Screamed nstead1m o wor
i whe Kits serin chidron and cals 1 sport 1d
rather die!

A hushed, incredulous silence settied over those
near, as those further away scrambled to see or hear




' s Tynnina
owveics o Sosners s el hav nompmers
in pursut, scouts skirmishing, vilage recruits on the

her back alone and she's ikely dead by mistake. And
we cant spare her an escort”

On dear ot Sasra muterod, Hor lomper
boiled, desperate for release. She was
oromnes e oy Gowanya soer e comemn

S0, mch 38 & Do you 7. And ¢t Kooy fr
being a dangerous ool at her father for his biind
worsi. ot Kessigh o leavig . at Say fr
needing her and at herself for..."Oh dear spiris, just
Sopl She thought (> hersel, uoush; Tere were
men watching, men whose lives now depended to no
small degree upon the decisions she made. Back in
s, s wih Kesslgh sho migt tns besn
et st g hrtampa. Hor. sh coud ot
303 said i a smal eics, Tdoeig
i some sncheradianstcaly anged ar ik
quite good atit. | didn't fal offeven once. | worit getin
.

qule go
“f you ride in this m\umn Soly you are in the. wsy
Sasha relorted. Everyone's n everyone else's wa
Patswhat g nforaton o
Shel be fre” said Anreyis from one side,
golrd She can e v S e
Wiped at her tears,ducking hor head
Sasha gave the young man a harsh bok “And what
are you going to wear?” she asked Sofy. “"You can't
Wwear tht dress. Jook, no wonder you nearl foze,
you musthave been iding wit i up over your kes!
T 8 spre it ard ot . nd T ot ore of e
have aything your
oknisered & Back Hammers Heutrart
a5 i o, Tostovs o can semtng
mong We'e got a fow smaler lads, and
aens sotderlrowsFow'o ot nan emargency 1
o ve the princess i my care, | believe

e s

had o other choice. Which was seeming very. pived
the way of things, ltely. You do that”

e feuterant galrty ofered Sof is am Sofy
ook it meekly. ‘But " Andreyjs profested, but
Toyon & and on s shokdor ool
The lieutenant gave the younger, plain-dressed man a
ool look over Sofy's head s he led her
were_other  soldiers, ly offcers, practically
queuing to be of assistance. Andreyis fured.

Just wonderfu, Sasha thoughi—the fate of Lenayin
in the balance and the young men thought it more
important to lock hons fike nuting stags in the spring

leaped quickly to_her side, his stride long, but his
footing not quite as precise upon the broken, shifing

o,
"You coud go a bit easy on the girl” he suggesied.

who dorit mean any

" S350 srapped Capig o 610t & hppery

boukder in hopes of losing him. A crash of bools on
Jooseock ok ettt v

why she did such @

slupm Jospune tirg, ndmg 'l s way i he dark

arely knows one end of a horse from

s o T i fmy T4
never met e gt i row, b you read me some of
the less private bits from her letiers before, and
Lynetie tells me some more..." Memories of the.
Steltsyn Star, warm before the fireplace with a mug of
ale, reading some delightiul palace scandal from
Soiys latest letter that she knew her friends woud

to hear. You think of her as the smartest gir in
Baen-Tar, and perhaps she is at thal But Sasha, she

irto the worst possible trouble, she comes runring al
this way to see you. Not Daddy the king, not brother



e e e 2 felow giies.
you, Sasha. She needs

Sasha siopped on e rherbark, fards 10 her
head, and stared agorisedly across the waer. Wind
qusted a the riverside trees. Above the easter hlls,
the broken edges of cloud glowed golden n the dawn
light Perhaps the rain woud hold of after .

ry cat poopo s lok e tmsaes?” sha

said plaintively o no one in particuar. “Why do
aveys end up geing cavgnt i ober poopes
prot

¥ you ety ink et Ty sai sha
Yol v e arogant ban | o Sasha
founded on him, disbelievingly. “You, who spent your
early years latched onto brother Krystoff like a foal to
its teat, and your later ones just as much so upon
Kessligh. That man gave fis iife 1o you when most

le woud have given their right am for him to
even say holo, and what tharks do you give hir for
7 Youre a smart, strong gir, and youve more talent
for swordsmanstip in yourfite finger than mos of us
e i ot bt ol e of o b leam about
responsibilly. The ~ spirils _grant
Tesporsibilis over ofhers. Wren hey nood our hlp,
e g Al s rom you ight o s compirs
Selfishne:

ar
14 accopt that drssing- down from a e
Sasha sad ool Butrom someone who e o me.
ing on me in secret, and has been
semng o s wiole campaign, withme (o lead it and
never a word to me...” She took a deep breah, trying
1o keep from shaking. She'd nearly lost it completely,
in fullview of everyone. & had been that close. "From
that person, Ml not hear anything lest | ask for t. | that
clear?”

“Ah...* Teriyan gave a contempluous wave, tuming
M back a8 if & dmis far | disgst B fa
paused, and looked back at her. ‘fm not perfect,

18 bet I made misaes, i you W Ly, wnn
Kessligh and everyone else. But everything Ive.

Sasha, Ive done with the good of other vecwe in
mind. You have a long, hard thirk about i, a

25k yourslff you can fonasty Say he same g -

Damon rode across the chaos of the Rathynal ent city
inhe cod g of dawn, i e deep from s

rderty. sprawing camp now looked
aebougha greatvind bad sprug up nheright and
come howing across the slope, leaving a il of
Gestcton s wake. Some. nts were colapsed
and belongings were strewn upon the ground
Mustering squares for horses now held only half their
proper number and cartoads of fodder were stripped
of feed. Soldiers wandered aimlessly, some talking in
small groups, some siting by lonely campfires and
sipping tea.

Damon caught snatches of conversation as he rode
past, some angry, some exasperated, some forior.
There was ot a Goerenyal man to be seen. Al
Damoris side, Mykias rode with a bevildered

pression. Mykias had never found the bickering of
lords interesting before. A sixteen-year-0d prince in

tme. Mykis ad been troun for o readong g
and s eyes now registered the chiling

% e osice e ro0e, 5 roup ot sclders
gathered about a moming campfire. Damon
recognised the flag atop a near tent—a battiehom on
8 sosttbackgmures, b Fyen Shar s, Darmon

calid ahead to his Royal Guard escort and rode info
e fi. Morose, ustven Tacos tooked uy 45 ho
approache

Do v Wi dismountod and hared s
1o the guardsmen. *Highness,” said a Fyden sergeant,
with no real enthusiasm. Of the six men present, this
man was the senior ranked.

E rac? Damon sskad Euae a qusston
1o asked moros sodors s moming
oty clot what hd appored N no 5 Sl
desciplonolavarishe s sooking

sorgeant shgoed.  Dam mess, Your

Hnghr\ess he said, in a guttural westem accent. “They




leave, all my Goeren-yai. Many friends. Damn mess.”
His Lonay was not good...it rarely was, in the west.
Nearby, an officer was shouting, tying o rally
scattered
“How many of the Silver Homs cortingent remain?”
e sergeant made a face "Hal Maype les
me Ve remt\anes  go-Lisutenart Byron go. Maybe |
ok v
“Hghmoss..* a manatams vorired, cautiously
e g0. 9 crase? Chaso o mor
“Theyre aitors,” Damon sai
bean most ot on et pin. Foos o ond
ange

T westomers oked mostupapoy ot at. Yot
vators, Hemmoss” e angber

oober man sa sovating s wosm forgue
which got an angry refort flom his comrade. Voices
were raised, back and forth. Exidenty the issue was
ot universally agree

Damon was not suprised. He glanced up at the
Royal Guardsman astide his horse—a Goeren-yai
man, one of the fow Royal Guard Gooren-yal who'd
romained. The man's face was impassive. Despite
Koenyg's atompis fo ismiss a number of Goerorn-yai

uards, Damon had insisted as many remain

as possible. Koenyg had alteady had a st compied,
it seemed, and had spent half the dark hous
simmonig o andshour, iy 1 o od
e loyal o e dsiyal Even when i became
aevarant et "ome. Neronbe
shandonad el posts e ony dmissed Soarn

guaro

Them had come news that soms other Goerana
guardsmen, infurated by te dismissals, had taken
feave 0 de ard e o taiors and mors were
joining_them. ~ Some northem _ cavalymen had
arcaped hom, wih sporadic batios anping by

tally was twerty d

s sreadng 161 o pow 0

Tag oaded several wouied guardemen. ot

helping matters at al. The desertions had only ended

after a furious row between Caplain Myles of the

Royal Guard and Koenyg, during which (it was said)
had threatened 1o dismiss Captain Myles as

well, o which Myes had coutered that ail the Royal

o.

on a long, exhausting, bloody, rumour-filed
night, and the day did not promise any better. Already
fers. amongst the
Goeren-yai of Baen-Tar town, the finger of suspicion
pointed  immediately at the northem sosers
secommodatig wwre. Tre rest of e Gosuns
community were sheltering i rowos of
Verenrre s ear for mew lives. The only
e Damon coud see wes tat e sodes
hemschas. wih ‘e predcis owcepton of 1
rers, had not been killng each other. From e

Neranones ki Lo Ko, Kt o von oo
‘Sashandra Lenayin to dungeon, now attack Udahyn.”
Another helpless shrug. I | Goerenyai, maybe |
traitor too.”

“Why donityou go and fight with hem then?” Myklas
said with ritation. “f you feel s0 sor

1o sad e sergeat wiha dark gover

attheyoungest prince “Maybe st

Darmon put a hand o T wodter puling
i bac, Thark o Sorgoant he sad koepng ha
voice even. “You have every fight to be angry. None of
e e

Aye: e srgear mutre. Ho pat o e ro
"Aye. Pr

o o oacs down to im” ks s
incredulously as_they rode back along the road
bebusen padcock wals. “Wre's e prirce her,Jou

oy Leray manis a e Darmon sid dak
casting his gazo across the desolato scone. “Wo
dort e by diine righ, Myk, we rue on tolerance
They tlerate us, ot the oter way around. s ahvays
been tis way”

“Yeah, wel, maybe its time it changed.” Mykas
said angri

Don't be a stupid ltle shit” Damon said coldly. ‘I



you'd kept spitting in that sergeant's eye, he'd have

robles v bogn f forge s fctand row we
paying for

i defending them?"  Mydas said
incediousy doure Sefoning what eyee donss
What Sasha's done?"

ek o o e brother” Dermon aid starky
“benk o o Sasha ading

ren kneadesp n bood rgh now Is Sasha ve

Beenreading a ot of hstory il e inds f 1ings

e a5 hels e erd of Lenayi s a Verertrare
Kingdom. it truy
Nerocs an opon stk of lower sicpo, past
isolated rees and water catchments that shono the
Gl silver of the overcast morming, rode the king
val banners of purple and green, and a

horde of Royal Guards astide some of the finest
horses of any Lenay stable. The king wore biack, tal
and straightin the saddle astride a fine dappled grey.
Soldiers across the slope stared as he passed and
some cheered. Befind him, a host of nobilty also
fode, several hundred in number. The colours of their
clothes seemed incongruous, a sea of courty reds,
bles, greensand gods aros e dark green ks

the
Wucsman ong th lower lope. Ton scarn o
niure amongst their own soldiers except in force.
more keen b ik e King' hees than they

Mykas said nceriany. X5 boen  long e Ho
of the nobles were riding amongst their own

soldiers, whatever Damorls disdain. A smal group.
them came galloping across a near fiekd, a flash of

 apposie the low sons wal tat sepaatd e
from e e, Sixmen. Of e ckovers, Damon
Tecognisod Lord Rodyk. bt ot 1o e
younger. Family, most fikely. Loyal i
uncertain times.
Lord Arastynl” Damon said coldly. “What can | do
for you?”

“Great Lord Arastyn.” Lord Redyk cortected, his

rs had

o' faitn was important in Lenayin, but for many,
yalty 1o one's province was more.
oo v o s it o they thought were the
traitors o the proud name
“Your great-grandfather, King Soros, decreed that
the provincial lords shall ule their provinces directy”

rame of Nyvar is erased, dishonoured beyond repair.
s done, and none other can unsay it”

frds are easy, sitting alone on your horse when
allyour men have deserted.” Damon repiied. “Thero is
an old Goerenyai tale of the mad chiefiain Shymel,
uho efis Ganto go and e on  marian opand

himsef rer of all the st

S say e s por, Toroed byl an moovrt
speck on his peak. No one cared, my lords. Certainly
ot his clan, who did not miss him, and the stars and

Lord Arastyn raised a hand. forestaling Lord



Redyk's angry reply. Arastyn had always been loyal to
Family Nyvar, his eidest son was 1o wed Jaryd's
sister, and he had been a close friend lo the lale
Grea Lo Aysin Ny, Damon stared coselya o
ity been a lie? Or had he chosen
mspathswmp'yhsawnsownskm and the skins of
Some rumours said that his felow lords
i chosen i o bo o suecossor because fLwoud
ook less suspicious for a friend of the dying greatlord
o take his place. Surely such an old,loyal
rothav oderd h desiuctoncl Famiy Nyar?
Jing s ke ran ephtcn of evern’
wid Lo Arastyn, in calm, me:
are present Yo Herons, o o oy o e rtor
and murderer Jaryd Nyvar. Your answers will be
requir
Damon coud barely resisain his anger. “You kiled
s e boter” o rlred. ‘Dare you cal him &

o s woro witin e g low” Arsstm
repied, with stony caim. *An accidont occured. The
boy was foolish. Eis regrettable, yet the fact remains
that Jaryd Nyvar's actions were Uaitorous, and they
were murder. You were uwise 1o prevent us from
Kkilling him, Prince Damon. Your own actions shall be.
considered before the king's justice. Best that you
consider your own position.

“How can a man be a murderer when he charges
thity armed nobles all alone?” Mykias asked
soddan. Wers b mante ke unamed”

Tt was against the king Arastyn insisted,

Sounds ke a damn brave man to me,’ said
Myklas. Lord Redyk looked tncomforiable. Lord
Arastyn seemed 1o grind his toeth. Damon nearty
smiled. Myklas had that damnably annoying habit of
sayg what e UEugH. Usuah et ves o proiem,
because usually he didn'.

ol rawr oy abers s s | see 117
Damon told the lords, coldly. “Appeals and treaties.
shall not sway me. | ha
than Tyroe's succession, mylords. Good day.”

“Pack of cowards.” Mykias observed once the
Tyree lords had departed and the princes were rding
downhill toward the king's column. “fm glad you saved
Jaryd Nyver, he is 2 good fighter and | carit see what
he did wror

Toward the throne, notfing,” said Damon. “Toward
i peers in Tyroe, everyting. But ell me this...back
there, you said that Fyden sergeant shouid shut up
and respect his superiors because nobily is always
fight. And now you think the Tyree lords are a pack of
cowards. How can both be true?"

Myklas thought about it for a moment, A gust of cold
wind caught at his typically unkempt brown hair. He
P a e o iy, e g, Dao
Spactad aven s body wes grown Sofysard

s oot ambnen was i e s 10
ualy

oever Foops e i because ho was s
positve and had a simple, good-umoured and
releied iw ofirgs Damn ofen wordersd wtat
sort of man he'd become discovered that
schanlthce o ony ks e o

“Why does everything have to be so complicated?”

(a3 wondored Hous il

oucan sk et auaston alyoue: Darronssid
grinly, “and it won't make any less
cnmphcalm We'ean oy accop it . 0 oo

erjoying this,” Myklas observed, watching
[l giint of mischief. "Crises sut
you, alldark and foreboding.

"Shtupor Mblyou: Darmon snorte

Soldiers were staring at the king's procession. f e
king had emerged from within the Baen-Tar walls,
surely things were bad. A short distance to one side,
Damon saw Koenyg, al in black astide his chestnut

sope s e paddoek road and tmed LpAl o

o votovs 13- v exdimed o s brotors
Fatherinsists we ride at once. | ied o explain to him
that it would be better to wait for Lord Parabys to




reach us, take the time to prepare and then dep:
together...but suddenly Father fancies maor 8

Damon poinied out, with less
he might.

B
He's not ridden into action since the Great War!
Koenyg scofled. He seemed, Damon observed,
highly agitated. “This is my responsibilty, | am
Commander of Ammies and protector of the reaim. |
can handle tis.”
ke you randied e Goeronai?” Damon neary
and despised
oy s miasig. ne 306 tees. v

h
Koenyg gave him a dark stare, conroling his
unsetted stalion with a yank of the rein. Damon's
mare tossed her head. You havert found her yet?
Koemg asked scteing.
st rer Damon rsored. “Tore aro
orses misag, bors was ehacs o P
wers guards auay o e poss..she o casiy

“Bloody Sasha,’ Koenyg said between grited
toah "As L warrt oncgho e ono isr or s
traitor, now she cormupts the

Ny s et e ok h e f ou it
brothed fer 1o et perianed Larosan shiesp.

.
None of your damn business. |t was your idea,
wasnti
Not mine: Shory and more defesivoly tran
Damon might have expected. Koenyg was rarely
defesive about anyting. “Arcbishop Bals. A

o Disbelevingly.
“es, Fathers,” Koenyg snapped. "As you said,
he's the king. m a soldier. | tink we " srous ally vith
he lowiands Vererthane brotherhiood because | see.
the miltary possibiliies. | don't arrange marriages
Daliyntook the idea to Father, and Father approved.”

“And you went along with iL” Damon accused him
“Why keep it secret? ks this how all Lenayin il be

rued fror
decisions for the kingdom that are so unpopular
amongsth pecpl you dridar evn o
now?” Koenyg said
darlgemus\y ousaund o e,
Damon jabbed back, a

ignore Sofy and ignore al the people youve infuriated

ur choice. But if this is what you and Father

ol oo, | for or Loreyn, necaise e
much more of this!

dark eyes blazed with d
contomptuously and rode his prancing stalion ahead
ind across, m off. “This is what hapg

men wil ove you kst by smirg pretly and
compimentrg i sho
e g in . heol, keap i adoining paddock
nd raced across the fields, weaving b
ahamomd o 20 1o ot Mo gumdomon
ursut

T hepo e fls and broaks . nock’ Damon
muttered as he and Myklas continued down the siope
rag

Myias had hoped (o see there, he didrt find it I

wouldritbe a proper reception fo greet him. Sofy's the
binding that holds this farmiy together, everyone says.
Wit er,wota df sach ot
Only now she's bing maried of to oroigrers.
Damon mtersa Maybé Faier and Do
ol achober:
offence, Damon,” Mydas said with typical




itter-of-factness, “but if it ever comes to that, m)
copper's on Koeryg.”

The rebel column rode omward in the brightening
moming, two abreast along the road and somefimes
three, then thinning to single il in parts where the
forest closed in, o the road climbed steeplyto clear a
idge. Sasha noticed that the vanguard appeared fo
e doubed to 25 many s e iders, nadion o
Several scouts who made brief, random appearances
o declare what lay ahead, before galloping off once
ore Sasra sispaced el o croasowas
who now rode several places behind Sasha, at
S . oyt o Gemantod. s
protection in the mind of any loyal offcer. Sasha
considered sending Sofy futher back in the column,
butdecided agart L Any ambush woud el stk
midcolumn o o the rear. Theco\umn;\ead shielded
o anuard and orowarmed by ranging o,
was probaby the safest place of al.
2y ode it i, s fce ol o i
He had eaten and drunk, but had A
oo who Knew haaling ad caned e wore
and rewrapped his bandages. The leg wound was a
flesh wound, he'd said, but it was not infected and
would heal well enough in time. Sasha wished she
had a moment toride at Jaryd's side and talk to him,
b the road required her_atenion. Besides, she
woud occasionally hear Sofys light atempls at

scattered the road with faling leaves and noedles. But
then st s Sasha began o fear el e road woud
muddy bog for those futher back in the
i, e i oo skt spached roup
fghter scatered dot. Cragoy, sher aces of ock
clmbad e ofha tses n s, o o
o ot i apin
Ty avcd possi arbesh 3p06. bt 0 scot
feports remained positive, and the residents of one
vilage tumed out o greet them with cheers, ten
mounted warriors {0 join the column, and some fresh
provsions, which Sasha diected 0 he me et
Food, o eest v one g she ek ot
foseation
‘Approsciang midday, he road was nosceatly
beginring to cimb. Ascendi
ickly wooded alley, Tyun fel back fo consul with
some of is offcers. Shorty is place was
smal, v hors, ridden by  palr o hdren Darw
Rysha, Sasha realised with amazement. The
Uda\w boy looked up at her—a long way up, from his
litle dussieh pony—and gave a clenched-fist salute,

s facay o ming kil wom at oro. i ke a
swors, Rysa's gaze vas v senous, yot her
posture on the back of her brothers saddie was
Comfortae, 2 f she had nden s way many ime
bt She 8 vre th s, mangld ol
fowerinber i o oty do
o wora 4 o o come. fom?”
Sashi xclamos ogatg ony Bark s Tom
the sibiings. “Liewenant Alni” she called 10 the rider
. “Have the children been with us ths enre
time?”
‘Aye, MLady." the Royal Guard lieutenart replied.
+Privosss Soffs meid taped ham ko tir place

ta
ahorso welat a galop. | hought t best for hom 0
fide at the front where they have protection, and can
possibly give directions when we draw closer (o the
vally:

Sasha gazed down at the children. Daryd was
maneg a Pog' loseybac frks. g e sl
his one Lenay wor ig ho

o e ook v ey plased wih himsof,
‘Sasha found herself smiling. ‘Big horse," she agreed.
And pointed 1o their pony. “Lite horse.” And repeated
el making big, ten e szes with he arc.
Comprenersion dawned on Dand's
g torse Pegyion” e sald po\nnr\g o Peg.
rse Essey.” pointing My
Horse: Dass.InSasha' Inied Toaot, moant fher
Probably Edu was similar.
“Ah, your father's horse. Father:




Fa-ther,” Daryd repeated. “Father.” His eyes were
suddonly 520, Feard, AL N back, Fysha gavo
e and reached fovard 1 ko et boters
o, Dy clched i . Tl famly e e i
Yinoth, Sasha recald, the (o
o K 10 been fon -t . Hodin
attacked, Ymoth would have been the first o fal.
‘Something growing to one side of the oad caught
Sasha's oye. Bl ralama flowers, growing in a it
Ghmp. She dismouted quickly, picked te fowers,
and bouroed bk p fom st 0 sadde o st 33
years on horsebac
rangon e 00 by of Jowes whit g i
for hands e, a5 Danl and Rosha sred in
Smatement o ot foat o porsamareii. W
burchvas iy ho graspod o saddtom in oo
P ard eaned frcuon e stmp o prsent e
fowersto
e ook e, birking in wodomert Sasha
e 1 berl encouraingly Ryshe ook ou
mang\ed yellow fower and looked a it soowuly
Ban sugpesied someting o nern £ Ry was
displeased and compiained. She tucked the dead
fower ot front ke of e ooarse weave
ralama_flowers more
S oo mew bngm obe e,

S v veronpone’ And trenshe racled
the greal, eight-pointat

St Rt Tompie. . of sowne e ‘gm

pointed Verenthane stars wom about the neck of

Verentanes Aober pot of commonaiy betueen
the twinfaiths of Lena
v ahe aid o Rysha
Flower?" Rysha said with a flown. & stood to
reason that Rysha understood that word first. But
uck

lucky?

“Hmm" said Sasha, thinking hard. Then it occurred
lo et Sho pokd lo Peg, looking a1 Dan
eglyion,” she said and pointed 10 the sky. She
don e sky with her forefinger to represent stars,
e the Pegiron strs I e s pommel of
Hyathon the Wari

A i D-nlyﬂ o tod P,

eated. ‘Star

S, Dary cchood Sasha e poired up once
more at the imaginary stars and made the spirit sign
o her forehead. The uriversal Goerenyai sign for
Iuck. All Gooren-yai beieved that stars were lucky and
that the star spirits coud bless a person's fortunes if
ore appesked o bem Dand grmed Hs

nding
o Sasha xplaind
Lucky,” Daryd agreed, nodding vigorousy.

“Lucky flowers,” Sasha concluded, poining againto
Rysha's ralama blossoms. Even Rysha smiled this
tme and maneled anew at e prety ble colour U

eased to amaze Sasha how people coud
usuaﬂy marage lo make tremsehes udersiood
rds in common, with just a it
m\:gmahun and patience. ‘Pratty fowers,” she
added, deciding (o push her luck.

Pretty” Sasha indicated Pegs flowing, muscuiar

ork s st seppec raked i e
cvening. Ry rocognised et arpression. wel
Sefoe e ot an ghes

" she exclaimed. “Gadi fethlan ‘pretty! Pretty
flowers!" It was the first ime Sasha had seen Rysha
o

0p)
Pretty Rysha," Sasha countered.
Rysha blushed shyly. “Pretty Sashandra,” she
replied
Ao s bond nh bl roed shesd,  soot
canter, slowing now 1o a walk as he
sahid e o Sasha tumad it bor sadde
ofy riding back there? Tel her to come
forward. e 2 sk o ot

There was a moment of commofion behind,
‘Someone offered an nstruction...Just tap him fightly
with your heels,  Highness. Not o0 hard, hell
understand.”

A second dussieh pony approached and Sasha
pulled Peg right (0 the road verge, where the hil
climbed more steeply. There was barely room here



eg and the two dussieh. Sofy's horse came
batwoon Pog and Essay ard S birked in
ssris

Semed 1 he sadde was a gl who looked
remarkably ke, and yet most unilke, Sasha's younger
sister. Sofy wore a sheepskin jacket and a thick, plain

gloves on her hands, soft-skin boots on her feet and
her shining brown hair was tied in a simplo ponytail at

e back.
“Where in the world did you get those Clothes?”
‘Sasha asked
“Some of e Tyse soklers tad bougt good
clothes for their younger brothers in Baen-Tar” said
Soby vy b v Ty were very ki 10
lend me theso."
Sasha stared for a
Incongh ofSohta prcoss o Laneyin i et
hair tied back, in pants, jacket and boots, astride a
borse In the Lenayin wids. And she realised.
sddany,what a shock 1 st sigh of e n s
her family, on her first
et Beoncn e Koseighs ura. And <ho'd
a sword on her back,

other weapors besides.
Hello!* Sofy said cheerfuly to the Udalyn chiren.

Soy laughed. “Oh, aren't you lovely? And Rysha,
what pretty flowers. Pretty flowers!” Poirting.
o ore modded and s Prty flowers.” she

“sw sid Sasha,eping e scat gt

teni porad s for you. Yot e

eriy passenron
oy noddod remcrsly. Wes?

Look after the children,” Sasha told her. ‘See them
fod, make suro they don't wander, maybe even leam a
ftte Edu since you'e so good with tongues. Can you
dothat?”

s, of couser Sl oked el Lussrt so
much a task, Sasha knew, as sometfing she'd have
dor aryey. D doubtes sho s v o e
some responsiilty. :

Sasha oched her hee\s o Pedi sides and oce
forw sc heard Sofy
oo o Coversaton i e

/2 e me o ccot e depated e it

ot an open shoude:

oo tho oesid wloy boow. T wi
bisd bt longer a o Crumped ks piont
into the distance, the flarks of Mount Tvay barely
vsitle in mmm mist. Sunight spiashed golden
the clouds, drifing slowly over
etod o5 and vy, inrsparma wih ol o
m\swu rain. Abead, the ridge onto which the foad
fll sharply in a I of ragged cis, sheer
T2k phnging o ik 1oes bolow Above 1 i

eagle soared.

Lenayin gazing oper-mouthed at the scene, a hand to
her chest. "My land is so beautful” Her eyes were
shiring.

“Pretty” Daryd agreed. “Pretty land.”

=

As the column look a bief pause along a stream to
water the horses, the first trouble broke out. Sasha
fan along the forested streamside, dodging about
horses and men as they pressed for space befweer
the trees and waterside rushes, several of her
vanguard in pursuit. Ahead, she could hear angry yells
reas, t alarming vokene s e skong e

shouting in a tongue other than Leray, yen Vam\\lay
were not yet_ drawn, but
reatering on the his of swords
Sesta stepped betveen e loudes. erpecirg
p. The men kept yeling, learing around
them o shop. The men keptyeling learing sround e



fingers. “Shut up!” she yelled at them. The men simply
shouted louder, ignoring her. Sasha drow her blade
and wrisied tho edgo past one maris rose, then
st sencing tram shanbirg backvard. The

o et vanguad half<rew el bades I case of

‘each other, fuming. *Spoak, or Ml banish you from this.
olumn and give your damn horses o someone who
can ride wirou Tighing s brobers! Whats s

e sared  fard . Faloon Guad conoral who

seemed pror argument “Tm Jysu,

cacy: e s ot xpmed ovryg

My fiords oo aro'Jyu? Gosting to s fokow

usdsmen. “Wo ide ogaltar in the guar. Thase
Karyd.” Poiting at the villagers.

" Sasha binked al R, waling ot ho rest of the
explanation. Nothing more came. “And?”
demanded. “So what?”

“The clans of Jysu and Karyd have blood-feud! a
vlager announced angriy. Ho was an older man, at
Jastshy wih i w i sbut s obervse

strength. The_expression
et W it mask v Brocow. st o
U headmanis
family kiled a Karyd boy in a mamer without honour!
came just now to join the great batle to save the
Udalyn, but men of Kand shal ot ride with
murdorers!”

decared _immediate _challengel” a

guardsman retorted. “Our lad was witin s righis!”

“And what abou the musder of Yuan Arsyris brother
just a year before?” another sodier shouted. A yell
Game back in the other tongue, and then the shouting
and yeling resumed, as loud as before.

Tray were n sesam Tyrse o Seste resised.
with exasperation. Tyroe had clans that united some
Wiagos tagohr anj st oers apart "
the maifold confusions that were the Goeren-yal, and
bafed so meny freigners.

‘A yell cut them short. Sasha tuned and found Jaryd
limping 1o the fore. Beside the obiious pain on his
face, his eyes were cold and distart.
thom animation now, a deadly lightthat was chillng to
behold. Men quistened, watching fim. Janyd stopped

tween the old vilager and his Falcon Guard
corporal,_and said_someting, darky. in another

watched. There was no reply Jaryd

repeated it
“The corporal replied, shorty, with deference. Jaryd
tmc 1 asr on the ilager. The vilager sraded
somatirg i ot and Sasls ught
“qualy kayat, me: oo in corom
tongues. Ver mnanes A ot by o viagors no
of eice pleasarty
o i i g 10 e fce. Tho man
cumied il oo e comaden. crow. e
lades witha shof siee. e Falon Gurds i he
did, save Jaryd. Jaryd stared at the
neal“t man's blade and waked staight at him,
med, and only one-handed. Walked unil the tp of
Ut mans blade prossed ecty at N e e
eres dareaim o st Th vlager backed
med on the aler men o acvnced,
darng ham ak 1o ki e unarmed oo, Those
men also refrained. The eider vilager watched, now
seated on the ground, wiping the blood from his fp

e wipad some Hood on s rger. Tase . Then
wiped some more and held that hand for the vilager

heartthumping amazement. She had not suspected
Jaryd would know ot ancion bioodbond.
Some old Goeren-yai traditions survived amongst
Verenthanes in some parts of Lonayin, perhaps this
was o sch n

stood and repeated the bioody tasting with
tre Fcon Guard coporal The he tssed & it
more himself and spa upon the ground between the
two sides. With a final, cold glare at them both, he



ped off. The shouting did not resume. Neither did
he two sides cross 1o embrace each other. Istead,

men
prepared for the road af

“When blood speaks, do you listen?” said Teriyan,
watching Jaryd's siow departre. through narrow,
thoughtiu eyes.

“Huh?”

Teran shook s s, s an o pivase Jess
‘commonin Valhanan, probably why you ha

jaryd said. ‘When blood speaks o

youlister?”

* dort understand: K pained ber 1 say it Shetd

o comicn e st oy wood Teryan
explained. “Blood between the warriors and the
victms, between the victims and their

dishonour Tamyn's spirit and bring bad luck upon
themall”

“I wonder how he knew that saying?' Sasha
wondered aloud. “Have you heard of Vererihanes
saying it?

Toryan shook e ez, i v erse
thoug!

horsetrails, however, that a smaler force could utlise.
11 wished. Sashe hersll bogan o vish ey coud
nlo a smaller tail themsehves, where their
paseage wadd no be 80 i B o Such
e becams chmed aﬁar e Shish hose

ver, o say nothing of the two thousand, i
Rindrod and et (ag o corperal e dcion p o
me, much (o her

asonstmeny, And i it began raing many of e
p incines would tum to impassable
usides o mdcoki.No. v et fo e roacs

2 e oo, Kessigh s

oo Loy s ¢ emy at

e ot rocecsy s anythenforshor distarce
‘v, 23 ey rode 3 ater, 1ok
svich of land, here came oes and yols o back
weapons came ou,
‘Sasha holding Peg steady with diffculty with her own

chaotic blockage of jammed. horses.
crashing hooves, shouting men and whinnying
animals, she could hear the distant yells and clashing
Foalof e, Buttwes oo frback snidet e rves
orters

stay put, MLady,” Tyrun advised, reading
e s ewresslon a1 oo easlly By the e you gel
there it be gone, longer you'e away from t
head of e catmn, e nger I take 1o refom
behind you once more. Command means relying on
others 1o be your oyes. You canit see everying

And 30 Sasta st whare she s, sarig (0 e
uld

wide-eyed with the children almgs\de and Jaryd,
Sasha saw thankiully, stood his horse nearby, ready
o1 e rein shoud some paric ke Of Teryan,
or Andreyis, she saw no sig

1o sounds fadsd as quickl as ey had
begun and soon a orghared Falcon Guard orporal
ame hrdieing up e oed ot spead. sevarsl men
s roar “Capia, MLady he smrouncod 24 ho
einod 1 halt. “Perhaps ety horse, Ranash men,



think. They fiee, and there is some pursuit, but we
must not be delayed. We have four dead, tvee
wounded...of theis, | am ashamed o report two and
one, We areditoncured®
s always going 1o be thus,” Tyrun said blunty.
ey Tove. e aisge. 1 st stack and
rumbers count for nothing. Have the wounded head
for the last village if they can, with @ minimal escort.
Have them try to keep off the road, if they can find a
trail.the northemers wish o delay s, they cannot
wasle time on stragglers.
poral nodded. I feel the wounded shall

reject the escort sit. They do not wish o drain our
force of strength before the valley.”

‘As they will"

‘m 1o vourded Ranssh risoner?” asked e
cor

“n hs coonevates et Him withHonour and send
h fhe does not, kil him."
Copan: The-corort sated, whesled
aboand ‘galloped back the way he'

Sofy

Jaryd a
e umsten oty ‘Shod e ot mvemle i

rgoes honour, and thus desenves none

o bt v iy, and sald notng. Sasha knew
xacty ht e sistr woud ik of sch i, et
admired her for holding her tongue. Despite the pal
face, in fact, sho had mmﬂm o vick mion
botterthan Sasha woud have

" veto e posion: Satna sad o Tyun 1o
try again,perhaps just ater we've reformed. Koep us
offbalance and slow.

e Inn agres, sy b surouirg
fores "But they ay ot hne 3 Ehoie.
e to mako pnsmcn and row b erain e
against them—the fide twice as hard to

e a now postion sl we vl 1 4 mcn
rline.

“Even s Sasha eplied, i ht s s v
e i pave oo hndred ey
chasmg7 We could guess that there are many gro
of ambushors. Thoyus broken ts up, chased s of
the road...if e suffer six or seven of these a day, it
wil delay us considerably. And they can afford to
exhaust their horses—neir goals are near term,
simply to buy time for the Hadryn in the valley. We
have to retain enough strength to fight once we get
there.

Tyrun agreed once more, sombrely
shall have a three-quarter moon fonight stiesst whcn
we did not see last nigh sinco we began so late. fd
Tocommand wo uso somo o betre maKing amp.
“We'd best make it a short camp,” Sasha agreed,
biting her lp.
Tyrun shuugged. “As you say, MLady, we'e no

greatl, they can break.”

*Duul,” said Daryd, drawing a half cirle in the dirt
with his knife. "Wall Sasha had gathered that meat
Aboutthe fire, Teriyan, Andreyis and Sofy watched as
the markings on the earth increased 1o form a map of
1 town of vl O 8s trachl” Bbbig a1
where the halfcircie ended, and made a wavy line

i el vhere th sou of . S ok e

been.
Uncompleted Sofysumised. They ony v el
aval

"o, bt s fcing tho it var-—ono o e
ot oy, ol g e g e
da 2 o i 2 o sk 1
{oun's inproesa sge, Tresear il s
Daryd “On, hold on” said Sofy, as If
searshg er et low tal ...,
thats right Tris for?” With a moton of her hands,
outining a il
aryd nodded vigorously. “Ennas fon, 5a. Fen, fen,
fonindicating wiis ki o te vy slogside e
s bat described o banks o e mihty
Vimis
2 ook rom il Sasha obsened. We'l
have 16 come slong the fields. A ooen charme. *




oy woud they only have half a wall?" Andreyis

“Krawss sid the Udabn any moved back o
Ymoth recently” said Sas! t have lain
abandoned orneary a canry bt o e valley
1ot sal o e s, bt cose & e Ui
safe for Hadryn to occupy. The lands there are
ot st hav poon g, Bt row. K sooms
they couid not defend it”
They gazed at Daryd's litle map in the fireight.
About them was a much grimmer camp than Sasha

horses, now haltered to trees in small groups
Whorever wid grass grow A had dork o o lst
stream crossed, and now the camp lay strewn along a

i 1o, sash Geomae. fom ot o
and most certairly from the steep siopes 1o either

side.
‘After some further discussion, Sofy excused herself
10.go and sit at the neighbouring fire where Jaryd sat

Same tmo, and tus tnabl f fght fom
of the Falcon Guard, had seemed to appoirt himself
her protector. Daryd then excused himself to go and
check on Essey,whom ho was st vy ataced
0. Rysha remained behind, content to gaze into the
fire with her big brown eyes, wrapped in a man's
coake, gaed four imes 100 large. Sofy, Sasha noted,

of times before in her ffe. But she did not complain.
“Ah youl Pave 0 be fstr tren bl . s
ofy.

Dl bood Doy s a sk ofe. Have e ladies
cating ot i hand n 1 .. oul eve o make
move faster if a skinny vilage fads (o have

“Stut o Andres ol i nfaton, g ek
the fire. Teriyan raised his eyobrows in characteristic
i St 8 Varobant puneoss, et g
thatatal”

Sasha repressed a smile. *Ah aye.” Teriyan said
s Tm ure hat feetng vison of & crown o your
head at the grand wedding never even happened, not

moment..”
Andreyis glared at him. “Terian Sasha
reprimanded. “Leave im alone.

T crored. Risha was hummin e roes o

song, uncomprehending of the

locked oumausied, her e | oy g
recalled the comb she'd put into her pocket with
foratought. She brova ot and st 1 Ryshe.

Rysha westion. gathering e
enomous cloak so as not 10 tip, and sat cross-
legged before Sasha. K pleased her tha the e gir

il wom she cod barely omminicat, and who
had every reason frightened of foreigners,
o ol e

hope eyrsveeht? Arie ssid gy Bmka
a twig and tossed it on the 1
mean.

asha frowned at him. ‘Do you doubt it?" she

asked, taking the ralama flowers from Rysha's hair
and handing them to her.

‘WEH 7o anss ever met o, e ey Her
nd seemed suddenly gloomy, gazing at
i Ay anyhow. What f they'o all bastards' v
oo think bastards coud have aised a fte gt
ke Rysha? Or a boy ke Dar
o w00 1 Gom know: aybe. va of
Baeryn thirks my father's a bastard, but | tumed
Gl A Donht Sy angiing. whon . som

Al stories about the Udalyn suggest
atvvise” Sasna said iy, Frod fom i e
yoodeniirs, Ry brown ol ced s
The comb was deer bone, finely carved and stror
Ryeha winced s 1 caught at a arge, sl umring
sty Theyhe an ey for e crafsmarship and &
love of green things. Tharyn Askar was not ony a
groatwanior its s b grew sunfows

“On e, rats a roa recommendaton: Androyis
o e G codks vith aner Tk T



just stories, anyhow. Old Cranyk tells stories of the
Scores of Cherrovan warriors he's sain, and the great
size of the bucks he's hunted

o 52y oting of e size of s cock” Terban

s rodded sagely. ‘Exacty. A shivelled ltte
thing, Im sure. Who can tell which stories are tue?
People love 1o love the Udalyn. When people wart to
love something that much, they I believe it whethr s
frue or not. Especially when its useful o them. Look at
the capial Kiayss gt fom evenone lovng the

¥ Soaha sighed, hrking as sh worked. Tho comb

Gu. I don't know, Andreyis,” Sasha sai
18k & bt ofFilr biow e Lrgh adyring
it so ciflret from cambig forses,

rsaly - essighsay ou can bl 1 ovntirg, o
1 boleve i oG, but reter pat il gran

sense.
saved. | might be wrong, but..* she shrugged. “We'l

Teriyan made a face. “K's imelevant anyhow” he
said.
Sasha paused her brushing to frown at him. "You
think?”
“Whether people are right (o love the Udalyn or not,
itsmoovat Totyan sad wits ity of
tor 5 hey o for bl ot L And f o Udayn
were to all be slain, people woud be angry enough to
o allsorts of nasty things to the people they deemed
responsil formary generaons b come, We frer
p thal, or we don'. Arguing over whether ifs all
ot bt ot ke argg e 5 semme o
rain to fal, or the seasons fo change. They.
Dealwithit
Ryste potd Sashu's baas inpaterty Seare
resumed brushing, with
Teran “Aye, el tars g dcsram et

" suhalr 7 Tetan sad fimy. Herd lo be @
Goeren-yai romantic when there's no Goeren-yai lefl
An squalyhard 1050 8 Lenay pathotwhen Lonayirs
bagnapitopleces”

*Aye," Sasha conceded, reluctanty.

A Py aeed ool AbObor Loray wor
And she giggled when they alllooked a her. Teriyan

grimed at e, and winked. Rysha considered fer
Randtt o fower

‘Sasha lot paionee with an especialy nasty e
tangle, and quietly removed a knife from her belt so
Rysha coud not see, and cut it Rysha hummed her
tune, obiiious, as she had doubtiess sat and
e mary e bokre, s hr mote, st or
cousin had performe task for her. The tur
Counded srangely Tomilar, Soana woeron 1 e

Sasha docided sho bost It Band 1ol o oficos
what he'd toid her. She gave Rysha to Teriyan and the.
girl snuggled sleepily against the big man's side.
Teryan put an
flames, reminding Sasha of many evenings at the
Stelisyn with Lynete's head resting against him.
A Wildcats fieutenant made a space for her and
Jaryd sat alongside on his
sadde, his et leg outstretched, Sofy beside him
Conversation halted and Sasha encouraged Daryd to
his map of Ymoth, drawing in the dirt by
te frs it i e Men askos quustons, gazing
thoughtfuly at Jaryd only stared af Daryd,
e sxressen in we oyos . Sas had
soansircs BsonTa
Dand wes of o simer ag0 (o Tarn, Sasre
realised. Perhaps a ltle taller than the b
Temembered ting on Jaryss padsdo. And W

fre

seemed that memory conspiret

contrive a similarity. Tears wet Jaryd's eyes, then

ol downth nfrnc, o wour o' chaek
noticed but Sasha and Sofy. Sofy

looked aosned, noSesnasheok er vty 1

n the other men noticed, one afer another, and



o o Shaering weboame. o
fames. and cortrued srarpaning. worpo

Soping dirks, o mering gear, 5 tey h nau besn
before. Jaryd's tears caused no awkwar
ombarasement ot ven o b 41008 1o ot
the sobs that hreatened to rack his body. The oficers.
simply waited, with quiet respect, for the moment of
grieving o pass.

Daryd looked wary and concemed, aware that this
matter somehow concerned him, yet uncertain of how.
As Jaryd breathed more deepl, recovering his
control, Daryd knelt before him, puled fis knife from
its sheath and offered it o him, hil frst. Jaryd simply
ez, ity ncrdous

knife with his good hand and

condonst i e, A Usahn ke o asked
hoarsely. There were decorations on the_pommel,
Sasha sawinihe bt invcate smm\ pattems.
“Udayn” he

conlrmed. " warior" P 1o mmseh Pt for

unity.

Jand fopad e kol sevral imes, wsirg s

nfanded it back Io Dars

e, warrr Darys” e sighed And ied o MY&
. 1 b Garmed il youts gong 1 foht

Can waltn e, bock it h pincess, and wu

delivered safely back to your mother and father. Fifs.

he only good thing to come out of this whole mess,

maybe thatl make itworthwile.”



Seventeen

BYMDUCRING THE ATTACKS HD BEGUN. The firststruck

idcoe, o e wet s e, casingcofision
inthe middle ranks. The

rear creating yot mro doeys 88 men doubld back

help and the enfre column came to a forced hatt for

foar 1 aicing. Sass s g e, vaiingfor

 when a scout arived fro
= iomes e e o e bodion
ov o Foveling party fom a nearby vlage.six men. o
ren-yal, all no doubt riding to join

in e vlley a5 fet a3 horseback coud take . The
re time the young Lord Usyn had 1o prepare for
i worep o
‘Approaching midday, the road arrived at the foot of
a gente incline and began to ascend at an angle. The
trees were al pine, tall and widely spaced, with itte
undergrowth between. Both Sasha and Captain Tyun
exchanged glances as the vanguard peered through
the forest shadows and Lieutenant Ay yelled orders.
for outriders o fan
“No choice.” Sasha mutered. “We carit afford to
los me iingabeter i
dy” Tyrun acknowiedged. And yelied to
o vt ‘Db o g s o oar
s tsiope to 10 farkal Cover o approsch and
waitforth ertrs ook o pa
redpast neading upsiope and
wezMr\g between trees, their horses finding plenty of

Colamn bades rang o al At rce a4 hooves came
thundering in a great mass.

“Stay with herl” Sasha yelled 1o Jaryd, pointing at
her ashenfaced sister and the chidren alongside,
then pounded her heels into Peg's sides, joining
others heading upsiope at speed. Then she could see
tm, heaw horse coning ineabreest down trough

the ees, flashes of black form, the
colousofBameny. Lwas ety ighore ey
‘advantage of height behind them,

wl
Toing ol i i descamt wih o he pratcinsy
ono gt et of rthomidors
o upsiope guard were it and
uoemed The apings s 2 s v oo
rses, arimals shrieking as they tumbled,
Toove Talin o o T defreve 1 ot men
espersich niog o forn o i, som aside
no_ business challerging that
omaabl downal eh hone o
‘ogebher wih 2 i cseh of bades bsdes,
mour and flsh. Horses colided, rders cataputied
trough the a\r s 1o oo om e el
@ tloody
The e, dintegrated, ar then the rorheme
vera trough, e sty her, eugh ore were

saw her—a cluch of rein, a change of dlrec\mn
massive hoowes pounding e L as e sough
bring his momentum et horse might
v siged. o e cemerasanii el
burst of raw muscle, with no regard for the siope. That
dosng spead seera 1 urpisshar oponar. who
2 fraction late, and Sasha, swaying away and
Uncer e Gvoke a5 $h ad leatned payig lagare,
sashed s aminpassing
he wheeled, racing back down the i,
despa\mg even now of geting close enough as the
Banneryd line hurlled onward...and  directy in line
head, with heart in mouth, she saw a litle knot of
fiders with Jaryd shielding Sofy's pony wih his larger
Yorse, But riders frar back i the colm were
ariving now, pouring in flom the left and fhing
beween the oos, blocking the approach loward



Soly's position
The Banneryd line wheeled right, those riders

confused and slammed into a tree with a horrendous.
crash.

Bamnenyd fine then raced across the road,
shead of Soifs postion conkirg dowtih vei

ation now more ine-astern than abreast as the
o Tk 0 1 bennd e g, Taming o prsers
who ried 1o cut them from behind. A northerner fell,

hurtied across the road, her folowing, and as great as
his speed was, Peglyrion on a downhill run, with a
weight as it as hers on his back, was quite possibly
the fastest horse in Lenayin. She was on him from the.
left before he even saw her, and she cul him lefi-
handed from the sadde.

She was too fast, in fact, for she overiook another
o his lefl. He saw her, blade in hand, and she knew
that was not a fa contest on horseback...whipped a
short blade from her belt and threw...thud! I impaled
itself in an intervering tree trunk. Which was erough,

she decided, and puled hard on Peg's reins. The
otrrider rundeed o, s e Barryd e
sownhill wt rees became. thicker.

and realised she'd outdistanced neary e iy
wero several pursui riders thundering by, hot on
the Banneryd's tracks, more to fa make suro

bl kit b of 8 me, hesd sty but ot
ertirely severed...a weak, loftha
e boen gancig off o srmotred srouser Socra
e hal the swordsman in a

Sadle s was ot g B, she ariedher
horsemanship against even the  dre:
cavaly, especialy on P

A tash fightupon te e neary cagtt rer
eye. chain severed, spatiered
oo oo recatod e siiar st and i pen
th pedest I o Sai Artekon . K
star. And she shivered, making the spiitsign with her
‘sword hand il wrapped around the hit.

On e road tre scane was of semiorgaised
conision. Sofy the dahn chiden, Jaryd a

le straight fo_Sofy and Jaryd...Sofy
seemed ready 1o cry with relief. “You'e well?” Sasha
asked her in concen.
‘Sofy nodded, attempting composure. From the look
on her face, it soemed likely o be the hardest thing
She'd over done. *Im fine,” she said hoarsaly, binking
furiously at the tears in her eyes. "We were wel
protected.

“Peglyrion fast!’ Daryd remarked, handing his
s ors seadywit s Ho loked saker, s
remarkably calm in spite
Soankiling etore, Sasra g Ry cog o o
tightly, but made no complaint. With her face most
hidden against her brother's back, it was unikely
she'd seen much.

Sashafaced Jaryd, steadying Peg's head toss and
stamp with a reflexive yank as she wheeled him

I did as much as | coud with this blasted am,”
Jaryd muttered. He slid is bandaged and spinted left
smback o s irg wih o ginace of i —Sasha
guessed he must have taken it out 1o grab Sofys
reins. Any soldier driled in cavalry knew that the best
chance to sunive a downhill nush was (o tum into it—
the faster the closing spead, the less the atiackers
hance of a precise swing. Janyd had grabbed the
reins of Solys pony and posiioned himself as a
shield, urmoving and obvious, Den ad sersity
placed msell o tei far sde. Had the Barmend
harge  Jaryd would have Foskieot



but Sofy and the children, shielded from that first

Tyrun was surveying the scene. She came to Tyrun's
side, and the ieutenant he'd been talking wih inclined
s head in respect “The honour of Kessigh
Cronenverdt rides. with you, MLady.”
o oil 15 ey ho comge pepe boors -
coud repi

“Your friend Teriyan wamed me you'd try something
stupid like that” Tyrun said blunty.

Like what?” Sasha snorted. | was trained to fight
and thats what I id.”

n this column,’ Tyrun replied, uterly unmoved,
“youire far more than just another warrior.”

jMen reit i forme.” Sasta reored. ‘Theyre
fiding o save the Udal

“MLady, the only reason a good Verenthane like

Please thirk of ha the nex ime you feel he need to
take some needes risk 1 add one more wch o
your bel

Ho made sense, Sasha rofd. The protiem, of
ourse, was that her defintion of risk was somewhat
iforart o is Whch was atogance, obously bt
she_couldn't help what she was. And she didnt
particularly feel ke arguing about t now.

“Mlak tuer aovaement sh s id.

e down the hil toward them.

of us, thirteen dead, ten wounded. Only nine of them,
five and four. Several of our scouting parties ahead

dead. lus eyl be rming o Fsile iagers a3
the trails, which will end some more
o o o e . There can't be more than two
hundred st harassing
al of them fanaics,” Tyrun said grimiy. myn
rind i Fcses lags 1 oody s before the
give us any pea
We coud Giver men o arass hem back?” Sasha

ML Lady 14 advise nol” Tyrun replied, ‘ambush
tactics It countyony work when o pparertis
‘and when you re ho's

G Tro b bt o036 wih v o ot e
with them. We'd artve at the mouth of the valley in
e than if we simply press on and accept

vthr forse artued ata galop,Trars o it
g ou betind as e pu wp herpy. Tt wes
bloody Tyrblanc in person,”he announced grimiy. The
Had i e rand was wbloodied. Sasta know o
wou be urvappy bout . mighrave b i
he hadrit come through so damn fast. Damn this
ferrain”

S22 recaled e proud, bearded man wih &

it uho rad compste agar Tee that day
pirds lagand

*Some. ryﬂ men consider ambush tactics
dsnonoeanir sad e corporal."Ive heard Captain
Tyrblang s one who prefers single combat.”

“That doesrit mean he's not good at ambushes,”
Tyrun said grimly “And for a Banneryd fanalic, honour
o appkes 1o coists betwsen squls. Agaist

s, theyd sit our throals in the right if they
coud.”

o Saurm saw @ Roye Cuardsman g doverit

vanguard leading a riderless horse. The
e Toce wet- o with grief. The horse,
Sasha rocogrised, was Listnart Aris. A mp
fose in her hroa. thad been her decision o press on
along tis road, mgald\ess of the startingly obvious
ambush temain ahead. Her decision, her
responaily. A rad basn seeking o ruci
een cut from the Royal Guard in
Gegace. She teped oty at Hs spit woud
consider tis,a death na good ca
o conlne a5 before+ Sasha sHid ety e
came to save the Udalyn. ¥ we must tal



that we can serve them best, then so we shall. But if
keop geting hit with this reguiarty, the Hadryn's

defences shall be so well sat upon our amival that we
may not make tnto the valey at all”

ptain Tyrun ar Black Hammers corporal
departed. “Where's Andrey?" Sasha asked Teriyan,
soddety antous

"We're riding further back," Teriyan replied. *f worit
o for MLady of the Symich to have her favouito
fiiends all around her—it ooks bad to the other men. |
came sheed it when | saw s dan soe 1o
rey got caugh a it behind”

o S0sre. e gty boween re
inos ok see e nx e it happers, e gea
caugt ot bind o

Ay 1 Teryen agroed. His oyos swopt
acros tho iiden, e vengd mor, e Tolon
Porse, e scrsamsof pain. “Dan ugh s

and stared at her hard. “How are you

oy

He'd never have asked the question of a man,
Sasha thought resentuly. She took a deep breath
Bood o o But 1 b oo to the.

"Tetyan nodded.and slappec e on th shoudr
“There's a reason | never accepled a soldier’s post,”

loht more cowsge ton | have, g, Harg in

there.

He tapped his hoels 1o his mounts sides and
moved off through the confusion (o ind Andreyis. “You
had a choice.” Sasha mumured to hersel, staring up
the winding, climbing road ahead through the trees. I
didnt”

==

Captain Tyrblanc of the Banneryd Black Storm sat on
his saddle, and sharpened his blade upon his lap.

reachl T et ciios passing ovr
it ntermupting the smooth, whisting song of stone on
steel. He'd caught it upon the helm of a Royal Guard
euenantin

Hislips twisted in disdain. Royal Guards. The most
overrated soldiers in Lenayin. No northemer had ever
sought recruitmen in the Royal Guard. That woud
mean senice alongside pagans. Far better fo seek
oy i the reat comparie, e names stained n
theBlood of countess enemis, el raks s o
e dofomont of th uworiy. And now 5 1 fathor
proct were req Bgristy me Guards riding
with the raitor-bitch herself.

A rabble if ever he'd seen one. Goat herders from
Tyree. Mother-coddled whelps ffom Rayen. Barbarian
animals ffom Valhanan, home 1o the raitor-bich. It
had been a pleasure to kil them. He prayed for many
more such opportunities. The odds were
overwhelming and he knew that he and his men would
most_ikely meet their deaths wpon this road to
Hadnyn. t mattered not. The gods were waiting for
them, and they would be honoured in the heavens as
heroes. But he wouid send many pagans down to
bum in the fires of Loth in the process and, for now,
the certainty of death only made his own glory bum al
the brighter.

52140 f o man aporuched, shadovs sice b

imeter, men watched from the
s, s o Tyvinc oy T sars
Scouts who could doublless track his men (o this
point, partcuarly given the moon. They would shit
‘camp later, before the moon set behind the hils
he two men sat opposite, collapsing heavily with
stfld groans. The smel of uwashed bodies came
dlear fo Tyblanc's nostils. Mail chafed at the
houides, unmoved sino tis pursut rad begun
wed his hem, and Tyrblanc recogrised
Carporal Ve e moon shadow
nearly spent, Vel said in Hary.,
nnmary mlgne "o e Barparyd There's g
enough, but they need ruffage for true strength. fve
oo mv polowyn root but we never camp in the
fight spot”

Trancstrugged, il sherpering i bads. ‘Ony

a few more days. We've more horses than men now.




We can afford to lose a few horse
Vo gave i a s, irod ook na great s to
getto paradise, are you, Captain?”
Tl gimed. Ay, 1o sald Vel restained
a hardened smile. Such was the humour of norther
men, where dealh was ever presert. “Whats e
ater,Corporal? Lostour e
e of the enemy it one s sive”
Vonreptes Caiml anfiod oy s captas toasing
assing across the moon, dimming its
sivery light to gloom amidst the trees. “We are tred,
aptain, but should we not press the advantage al
HGh? Srely we cou kil mors wilh Suprse 1 e
fark?”

Tyrblanc shook s head. “Our object is not to kil
them, youngster._altough it is a pleasant
consequenco, Our bfect s sow hem iy atack

them while ing? They move a lite by
moonight b i umbers are great ey mustsow
for water and food for the horses. I grows diffcut for
e o hod ucha arge fomaton sgeter

“And also, at nigh, the advantage is always wilh the
defenda Tho defendar ks s grarc, o oo
his position upon it

confused, moving ammst shonceforces romember
it once, atacking a Cherrovan camp by moonight
5t all fomaton. ot oven Sonet of ecton ad
nearly lost our_entire_compar ‘g be more
sensible 1o use the right for sleep, so we are rested
for beter fighting tomorrow. Attacking at ight is for
fools.”

“Not always," said a cool female voice not more
tran e sires avey. The men spun n disbeer
thing whisted thvough the air and Veln's
cnmpaman fehwith 2 gurging ey cuicting ke n
rother direction came a whisting
Srowand 3
“To amms!" Tyrblanc yelled, o the answering shouts
of men, steel ringing hrough the cold night air as
blades came out. Tyrblanc ran in the direction from
which the krife had come, sword in hand. . there were
bushes, manbeigh and idistinct n the goom. He
circled them, stumbling on an unseen root...steel
clashed futher downfil, then the distinct impact of a
blade on mail,only this sound was m«am Asharp,
tiging ok asifmoal vero fact
Rrinc.sorsed movemort bon. and spun in
5mo (0 500 ono of s man doul ovor a5 2 bada

ther. Ahead, another Banneryd man stood with

dark. Tyrb himself fat, but it was anot
ran who screamed and fel. Tanc ose beind 2
taing about despeaily as men ran ard

‘oen pireuing was nowhers B bo scen. Then
Corporal Vein artived, ruring downtil, his fear
evident despite the gloom. Tyrbianc reaiised his own
heart was galloping, that is hands were shaking, and
that bile rose In the back of his throat, thveatening to

ke him.
‘Captain!” Veln cried, siding on one knee to crouch
beside him, as if expecting the shadows to strke him
dead at any moment. ‘Capiain, they are demons!
Dermansof Lot | gsw e oyes of one...th-the-they
bumed like fire
Tyblanc muneved a prayer and made the holy sign
ind. Death was one thing, death at the
hands of evl spirts was another. Steel ciashed again,
this time upsiope, and the gurgiing choke of a man
swiy kiled.
“To me!" Tyrblanc yelled. ‘Rally to me! Raly to me
and make defence!” Several men came ruming—one
fell, Tyrblanc thought dead but then he scrambled

shadows. Another fel to the archer, hands clawi
air..Tyrblanc reckoned he e diecion tis
ime—downsiope, and to

g, oy wold chivgs thot archen 2 ot ast



gain a chance against the swordsmen.
Shadows leaped from upslope and down, men
lled warming but were cut down even as the cries
o i i, O man‘eh et nd Tlnc saw o
demon clearly for time—small, fast ar
Corin. & Sane f o ey pl eVl gt

slashed him open through the middle in too
blindingly fast, atfletic strikes. Men fel to Tyrblanc's
left and fel to his right, amid agonised screams and
sprays of etting biood. An arrowshot thudded close.

and another man slumped sifly o the ground.
And then, there was stilness.

But not silence. A man was sobbing, falen to his
knees nearby. Opposing him, one of the shadow
demons approached. ‘Pleasel” cried the man.
Please dorit kil me! Dont take my soul! 1beg of you,
7ot my soul Nt o damredon. on i, pease

s traled into
m‘ and stmbing over terifed sobs and Gotpe for

*yrlanc reased that o was staning xed o the
spol, as if paralysed. Ho shouid kill the sobbing mar

male voice, in a fongue of fting, alien fones. I
sounded like a question. A female voice answered.
Tyl spun and found her sender o poised
behind him, a bloodstained blade in her hands.
Gohes sesmed plin and 8 back coh was foed
-ad, covering her hair. The eyes, however,
gleamed a termible, ungody bronze.
asked the question again. The bronze-
eyed she-demon answered shorty, as though in mild
exasperation. The he-demon struck, a sword hil to
the face of the sobbing man. The silence that foll
was mercifu. And yet noL...for now, where there had
the conversation of men, and the actvity of a
night's camp, there was deathy silence.
nt downslope caught Tyrlanc's eye
—a male figure, hokding a huge bow, advancing past
the bodies of his victims on silent feet. There was no
incertainty in the way he suveyed the surounding
Pight, an arrow nocked to the string. He did not stare
about in bewiiderment as a human man might. t was
almost as though he could see s suToundings as
cleariy as dayight
raon hose it rmamen to bresk dear of e
cloud and it the forest siver. The hillside aboul
Toanes oot foved rec i booc Th Sghiess
o1 of s comrades starsd sghas( at the trees or
the g name. Men of
o i ot o s i Arieh earthy
masters and to gods aiike.  did not seem real that
this could be their fate. How had the gods alowed
sucha thing?
“ou present me with a puzzie, Captain’ the
spproachng hedon said ten i aess, sl
ccented Lenay. "Shouid | show you mer
204 your kind would rever gt it any 1o me or my Y
should our positions be reversed?”
re serrin, Tyrblanc know. Rarely if ever
seen in the north. But he cared not what scholars,
lowlanders and local pagans might call them. A
demon was a demon, by any other name. They were
they were unnatural and they had no gods.
Deathwas too good
wouk ot beg o your morcy vere 1 oy g
and otemal damnation!” Tyblanc
& o sword was sl in s nand, 1 rombis,
poyiilhions
“Belleve me, Captain; the he-demon said, with a
ramouig of ikan reen ey as e sopped and
leaned upon his bow. “your begging o
aivowiss shall Fava o bear won my Gadeion
Rosson may sviay me. My price s sern. | do ot
require you to
e ahod i hm gor sid th bonge yod she-
demon, coming to stand alongside. Her hair was
short ad hr posts e Ho can ol th obers
whsthappensd. kst bo
e ne-demon incind s head i per direction, as



if conceding that reason. “We should kill him, and this
one,” said the other demon who had knocked the
0big s rcoreciots Ty ot s Ty feer
forhalrsous shoud oy die alcur hands, Alow
Wilessen hat oar Wo shouid mak,
the demon wih the bow inclined his.
i, siso. He wmed Hs buing gaze upon
the one who stood at Tyrblanc's b
Janc tumed around, siowly. o sl ore who
had kiled Veln, he realised, was also a female. Hor
ey, e tpon he camage about Tytiancs fee,
re roubled. Sad, e

Joy (o the sun, where then, good friends, shouid our
glorylie?
Tyblanc stared in disbelief, t was Tulamayne the

predict fis own people's coming betrayal, and their
coming demise. How coud one o evil speak the
words of Tulamayne with such sad comviction? How

e sa
spare you,” he said to Tyrblanc. "Aisha reminds
at nt allmon of e ot havs s boon 50 led
with fear and rage. Remember, Caplain, that the
words of an Udalyn saved your ife. The words of a

people you seek to destroy. Thirk of them, and thirk
& 6, and be ratell. And porhaps 1ol your low
haters, 5o that they too might understand the
meanig of mery

refectyourmorey” Tyblano spal.

Mer ssed the he-demon, in quist, deadly
onbs, % canfoing e ting ratuoud destoy o

of such mercy. You are fortunate, this beauiful right,
0 have encountered me instead.” His hand whipped
o e shouer ar puled der a Hado o hold o
before the captain's troat X
ou il an cety my merey. O drop you bads, ard
eceptit. Procio 11, s ar a1 Bings 0 are
in mercy, | fear, shall soon be a thing

S

The following day was free flom attacks. Sasha
allowed herself the hoary of considering familiar
lands-ard folng some oy o bo back s0 dose o
L This

Vanenas ceptal s en i daya oe
from Baeryn to the northwest. There was a form o the
e i, colou oo eposed upthvusts of
granite on the high ridges, a certain patter 1o the
frees that seemed familiar. Mount Tvay loomed in a

K

them igh enough to see, and the norther Marashyn
re more clearly visible through the distant
mist Another day, she though, and they woud be at
Cryliss. As close as she woud gel o home this
jourey.
Atmidmorming a scout came galoping toward them
f an unexpected armval. A short distance
further, on the edge of the forest, she saw four riders.
storso, amcat s lrge oolecton of rdeess

The vanguard s and
Sasha sigraled lo Capian oo S
eiance 3 ho gros, g, snoing mass came o

forward on a lovely chesinut horse whose breeding

testing ity Sashandra Lenayin and Gaptain



Tyrun Adysh,” he called, reining up before them.
inguard, mosty Goeren-yai men, showed it of the
caution that woud normally be warranted by such an
approach iough tefr mcst My name is Erolyn
vel with three companions. | have brought you

g
o Sasha biked i sonistmert. The serin—
iyn—was as wonderfuly handsome as one came
m awecnﬂsemn Hiebir e e tick,cark greyof
ming thundorclouds on a bright day, and his oyes.
weve b, shost kiesca rean, H\sacosm
fe. and his manner as calm as one w

Ko vl e among o

How o you koow o rames? Tyun reled,

serin than she. Serrin knew lots of things. “What
brings youo this road?”
aptain Tyrun because your helmet crest
identfies you as captain and your uniform is of the
Guard, and there is only one of

o, oo ws nover iy corian ‘A if she's not
anod at Sasha, ‘then fm a

Somneye nacksme
‘Sasha grined. It was an unusual tum of phrase for

mischievously in reply o her grin. It changed hi
and the effect was very nice indeed.

s 2 pleasat gt are saic looking bt at

. AL were sadded an wih sacdebags.
T et son st some b .
rorings o Bamens spon e eaier Bamens
horses?” she asked the sertin.

Black Stom, yes," Erollyn confirmed

Sasha felt a coid tingle slowly working s way up

her spine. “And their iders?"

“reisposed. sald Emum cooy Hs mearingvas
clear. At o the
Verenthane N:iys o

Sasha completed a fast count, ariving at ninoteen
horses. Even dismounted, the Banneryd Black Storm
were formidable soldiers. Four sertin had done this in
th ih. Serinshe knew, coud seequlewell e

Which way do you ride, Master Errolyn?" Sasha
asked

Erohn loked fanty suprsed. “With you. of
course. Fyou shall have.

vt Saena exchanged ooks wih Tyun
Tyrun's expression suggested that he was content to
leave the decision up o her.

Let's get these horses rounded up and brought info
the column!” Sasha called. “There wil be wiling
soldiers without horses along the way, our serrin
friends have now brought nineteen of the a rde!

re was a cheer, and a sergeant moved 1 take

charge. "Ride with me, Master Erolyn,” said Sasha,

and Erollyn inclined his head gracefully as the
d.

Sasha glanced at Erolyris companions as they

ss500—(here were two women and a man, all as
wnearthly strange in appearance as Errolyn. The other
man was tall and wore a patlemed headband (o keep
in place hair the colour of ust. The taller of e women
had short, steekbiue hair and deep bronze eyes—
‘common colours for serrin, but startingly strange to

‘woman was ltle, with midlength blonde hair, cheerful
found cheeks and laughing biue oyes. Hor oyes were
ot as shackingly bright s the others and her face
possessed fower of those subte e angies of cheek

ha
Al three serin smiled or bowed to her in passing,
thensipped it the ol brind er e Jan
Sofy ar Dary reined back e o et e n The
thunder of hoor full, an endess,
dnming yben, heading
S0 expiain ths to me,” Sasha asked cutously.
“Whyare you here
or the same reason you are here,” Erolyn said
D\am\y “To save the Udal
frowned at him. “You are from Petrodor?"



another month for you o reach her
Ermolyn smiled. Eema(h a mk ngnuy stassy
fiinge, his ~ deey
amisemont. Toso eyes. soemed Iy g\aw, win
starting colour, as f with some iner ight of thir own.
He reminded Sasha somehow of a wofi—handsome,
broad-shouldered and inteligent..but ust a fitte bit
sy
u st amiiar i te taes of Loysen the
Foor e ssked
“The ones Mavelyene is familiar with, corainly"
“When his amy invaded Saalshen, two conturies
390.ho fook us competaly by suprse Horyloges

. their i
hetauss ovormate e vy v
see them coming. Saalshen is vast, more so

Lenayin, and much of ifs terain roads

spread word from one. ther.
And yet, within a quarter-moon of the invasion, serrin
forces from all over Saalshen were massing in the
hills beyond the plain. Did you never wonder how they
knew where to come?”

Sasha frowned. Beyond the approaching treeline,
openfocs glousd grseninth micmomig sun.
Jey of th o in Sesaren i ot et
humans, even the Na e eples. Winou
knowing tha, o cantoooin o sporio

“They knew fo come,” said Errolyn,

s 1 knew to

Sasha vaited a momert, before o realsing ters
e mor. s v shoprssed
Erroliyns smile grow broader. He sot
youg..akhough st vas Fecueaty decopive i
Sertin. We are serrinim
She ook at hm or @ o
e and ey breke o e moted surshine aree
tiding through green pastures in
fpmeldo vally.
Right said Sasha, blandly. K you won' tell me.
o, 8t e mo . Wy shoukd e s
the Udalyn sa
N ohm ex doap roah i amsementfaing
He gazed ahead, past e vanguard, e et of
the lovely green vley. I nex i
onicd. 1 wish bo. Udayn saved. 1 and my
i

meant, in Saalsi. Of some
that

essen.demined 1o go ot oot
one straigh answer.
Ertolyn raised an eyebrow at her. “Why do you
wish them saved?”
asha snorted. “You know, just once in my e, Id
like o moet a serrin who cid answer overy question

I o word s a queston in
search of an answer, and in i te tuest anowers
are themselves orly questions.” Sashais gaze was
decidedly unimpressed. Erollyn repressed another
laugh withdiffcuty. " apologise. Human humour st
whatitsed o be.

Ho s i e s s S rumous

esvaderin feel likewise. Aisha loves the writings of
mlumayne she's the ftle one with the blonds hair
andbloe

Sasha garcod abou in hor sadde. Tho worman
with the short bue hair was talking to Sofy, with great
animation on both sides. Befind them, lte Aisha had
introduced herself to Daryd and Rysha, and the
conversation there involved many hand signais.
although, given the serin skil wilh tongues, Sasha
would not have been surprised if Aisha spoke fluent
Edu by the time they reached the valley. Nearer, the
tall man spoke with Jaryd, pointing to imigation along
the valley sides, and asking curious questions that




Sasha was uncertain Jaryd would know how to
sraver, Sociste sorin-—n b il worcs ans
endessly fascinated by new
el ot . Tordl Eoh added. Tho oter
womanis Tasi. Wo ol ecided 0 come Wo ars ol
four, but we see betier than you by night fight
i he svahers. | had trugi ot ol
would be welcomed, however smal.”
o o oeseet . ou soud
disappointed at your numbers.”
“Aye; s Erohn a e iredy. ad toped fr
re. 51 e s of Pt aro terdpr
o e Bacom and many vings
a«m We were forbidden to o v s many 261

$asha blinked. *You disobeyed an order not to
come?”

“Order” said Erolyn, as if tasting the word. And
shook his head. "Not an order. These concepts dont
vansiate wel from our ongue 1o yours. Rhlen vas
unhappy, but she did not order. She cannol. | a
it e i, riave my oun, My concers are ot

ways e tree frinds folowed me, for
reasons of their own.

“Tris Rhilian," Sasha vertured. “Tve heard she had

kind, yet her methods are ot approved by al. She is
I end n a e oo feoings o hr ad sho
me.And ol sh I ol my o for o argue and
hites obey her every insiruction as many ha
resolved to do.
Sasha took a deep breath. Sinking into serin-
thought was ke climbing info a hot bath—best done
Slowly one bit of skin at a time. "You have ra'shi of

Eumcore has mail Enchn s wguel s

w cottage Some
ﬁgures were running ﬁum ety o g overd
ge, waving. “On this question, mine agrees

b oy oovaderin and isadroos it Rillans: 1o
jave her a sideways glance. "Youire thinking of

Sasha grinned. “No.* Erollyn sighed. "But youire
sertin.lforgive you



Eighteen

CRILSS, GAPTAL OF VALHAVAN, WAS ANESS. Rumours
had spread in advancoe of a great, bioodthirsty
ronsl foe advancing fom Bsena Wi
Grmat Lor Kurann and e flow oo nosty
Rathyral, b remaiting Crfss robily had
e Some o gaveres singngs ar 1ed
fo o i, whle oiers fad atacked e fon
Goeren-yai who fved on the city uis
S ok o ou . goet e amy a8 it
arched o e cty okowsd by partaps o red
Ponourable Verenthanes who made a ine across the
ot rored s o down Dt v 11y
did not have honouabe intentions. A short talk with
Caplain Tyun and several of e colanris oter
perse, and even o
raanie sapphos s span e o . s
ol 3pe ndplage wers s
Gver ruing trough the ity heart
i colrpauked ora gk some oo The
amongst the Cryiss Goeren-yai was ot as bad as
it fearedfour corfmed dead, bt periy of
rendly Vererthanes
oo of e merdorrs hod oo k. s s
ol o an offer o e kg woukd o s for
s

v ot long boforo Anreyis arive, nssing
that there were some people Sasha should me
103 way dlor e, eank. past more sadiers
and horses than Sasha had ever seen in her e
Hooves chumed the green grass as group after group
led their animals {0 drink. She could barely see more
than ten strides in any direction past the press of
animal bodies and the forest of legs. but Andreyis.
seemed 10 know where 1o go. Sasha found hersell
s she went, judging their
characier wilh a pracised eye...perhaps hal were
lowland breeds and the other haf either dussieh o
partdi
The character of the column had changed. Now,
instead of being predominantly fine company troops,
in amy of many townsmen and vilagers.
Formidable wartiors al, their skils forged in the many
training hals of Lenayin. As cavalry, they were less
impressive-a horee whs & grea eperee and fow
ouid own one. Amongst those who did own horses,
dedated cavly ranng s of uneven standard.
Sacrn corirgen e o
. vor orses oo
DHes e Criss Goo rensa famers had Geposiied
felds. Jaegar in laughing
Comersaon with several men from another viage,
and looking the happiest Sasha had seen him i
Joars. Ho hiaged hr igh anough 0 give ot far o
her ribs, much to the awe of the other men. Then she
clasped forearms with Byom of the training hal, and
his_friend Madyn, and

others were coming, and she realised that there were
far more men in the Baeryn contingent than she'd
have expected.

A familiar whinny caught her atiention, and she

exciaimed. and ran o ha mare, o greeed ner wit
a friendly nuzzle. Another shoved past Chersey with a
loud, friendly greeting...‘Ussey!” She hugged the
Young gedg aboud e neck end. ook widy
S, rksad it o har orsas vro e
sables ofthearchad s

% oy ampred e satios, ho moro
hoacs Svaable. e mere. o who codd o

forting.

Dorit worry, gil Jaegaruld with a gruff grin, as
Gharsay meged b e slomach and Ussey tow
inherface, “we'l look after your blast

Sasha gave i s repess, Trcresing oon s
shameful—she ve been mao woried or
5 es of her Baehn fende A She v
ey so_and yet Ui was difret. From e
look on Jaegar's wever, the
understood.



There came a cry from her left, then, and she was
only half suprised when a siim tangle of red-haired
curls came sprinting her way and threw herself info
Sasha's embrace. Sasha gave the men an
exasperated look over Lynette’s head, and many of
mound ierstn rgs oleuters, o scrahed
theirheads looking oot
re we going 1o tell v Byom protested,
ovatrn charge of the horses, and her father's
he ariy one who can conirol her amyhow.

“On, theye all so pathelic on horses, Sashal”
Lynette shot back, disentanging hersel. Her pale,
freckled face was strong with delermination. “And
Ussey here gets neous in crowds and needs lo
have a friend in sight, and Dass has a sore hoof that
needs watching on a long trip, and none of tis ot

what o do because theyve e enough
experience riding anyhow.

“She's been good,” Jaegar admitied, ruffing
Lynette's hair. ‘Bossy, but useful. She's been riding up

7 down ot e comn iy i each man
teling them rse's personaliy, how 1 rde
o then w1 groor are cre fo hem propery
on each break. Theyre not such complete novices on
Porses. with 2 wry glanceat Ly, “rose men ke

m have shared plenty of imes of dril

e bracoco B h oot was o come a0 fr a5
Cryliss. And o further.”

et gave Sesha 3 desperse ook, “Sasr,

you'l need someone 1o ot

o okt Yo car gt s wero a
fool campaign, then maybe, but there's o safe rear
o rorcombaiant In @ mouwed campaign, The
fighng coud com fom aryhers, youcou e ni
and | can' spare anyons to protect You. dont dout
Toswoudbe aets oo

But Princess Sofy's going!" Lynette profested.

oY

sha stared al the men, who again looked
uncomfortable. How had that news spread ahead of
‘column so fast? Perhaps it hadnt, she realised.
Perhaps it had spread just now, shorty after amiing
inCrylss.
“And Id drop Sofy in Cryliss if | could,” Sasha said
stenly."But having ridden with us tis far she's now a
target. | don't wish to insut Cryiss Verenthanes, I

Sure she'd be safe here. She stays wilh us because |
oo saer, bl ey sh cosis s severl good
" | canit sp
et youan T e,y co dterd yoursoh
Aosokte
1 wish T leamed_svaalverd.” Lynette muttered,
okingat me ground. Then  could have come”
“Maybe one day the Nasi-Ket wil spread fom
oot Sasha siggesia. Lyt birked at per.
Yo ve an uman fke me, If you wis
Tomsoinianage:
“ono o agrood, wistuly.
Saina s o kvt oy

Too daye north fom Crfss, te Studn Divdle
marked the begining of the Aralva Range  tha
Soporled o T pouae ot fon e ot
of Lenayin. The Shudyn Divide was a ragged, uneven,
riain face with mary ridgeline ascenis that
looked both promising and treacher
column now numbered_narly_four and a. ha
usand, as a large grow of Tanenyn miltia and
most of e Tanenn Red Swads

By midmorming, the ride had indeed become a
hard slog, riders dismounting in places to walk their
siugging animals up a pariculary sloep or loose
stretch. The road became litle more than a narrow,
rocky horsetrall, flanked increasingly by sheer drops
that revealed a magnificent yet alarmi Many
times during the climb, Sasha tumed in her saddie to
Iook back down and marvel at the endless fine of men



sttty Slippery mud and riders fried to
hold their mounts to grass or loose gravel: Sasha
curses s ca of varing o e o
further down the siope. Then st ciosed in,
rioing o courm it L s il 1o 508 morg
than five or six horses in any direction. They stopped
hra ncime s, men eedig ay or s ey had
fiss to horses who had lite
gramg Toom veon the FaTow, precariow aikide
t least remained no_ problem, as the il
crossed smal unoff streams freqy
Shorty after

nd. i was reputed 10 be spectacuiar, bt Sasha
saw itle through the mist, and was forced to imagine
the great, looming peaks presentl towering to either
side. Far better than a view, it made for some of the.
easiest iding since Baen-Tar, and the horses moved
with a relief that spoke of their assurance that their
rily sz 1 have crosen sich o

foute. But then, all 0o soon, came the des:
"o cimbing. Sofy Quippod,
“4st1d ko dounnile much oo ¥ otl. N
@ reither.” Amidst slippery rocks and poor
Vbl most nders spat e . oot

de.
Daryd had to urge exhausted litte Rysha to walk,
lest Essey sip and topple her onto the rot

stepped carefuly from loose, slipper to rock,
Esseys rains in one hand, fis sisters hand in
offer. Seeing fim, Sasha folt the most intense

rst o
cautious, less adventurous one, had perhaps been

wntainside, the slope eased
cah 10 alow riders back n e saadlo and fha
Courn amerged below he grey, misin colng, The
sight was breaihiaking, with vast, lree-covered
mountainsides plunging from the ciouds. Branches

o ines

across the trail. There were thick tangles of broadieaf

mongst the pine that Sasha did not know s

of, and vines that crept up the bark of pines and
sprouted it biue flowers. Strange birds sung in the
reetops, their cies echoing across the foothls. She
was in Hadryn, where she had only been twice before,
when several two-thousand-plus Cherrovan incursions
had outfanked the Hadryn cavalry and thveatened
Valhanan. Before her, glistening through a break in
the troes, was the curiing bend of the River Yumynis,
flowing from the heart ofthe Udalyn Valley.

in the stimups to gain a bettr view,

marveling at a scene most had only heard described
in tales. Some pointed, others muttered oaths, and
some made the spirit sign Dand excaimed
something loudly to Rysha, who cried out in delight
Captain Tyrun foll back 1o ide at Sasha's side as
pathbocamo barayvide onough or b

“Ymoth, he said, pointing through the trees toward
2 Za path amidst e foohil, Sasra poored
g ou before
e e a1 panen i Lave Tulamayne,
whch lred duly bensa e overcast sy, farked

oy border,
Vhato more mouraite Tose. Beyond s
mountains, Halleryn. So lte distance had the Hadryn
had to come.

‘About the wester bank of the river's bend, the land
fose in foothils that stretched from the base of the
Shuthn D afh vay o e vlly mouth bejorc,

to form steep,
impoing aios Anober sharp ange 1050 10 fom e
valleys eastorn flark, spreading from
o as ey progressed notarde, igh idges of
recless rock, inked in places by a dipping, sweepng
spine that looked sharp_enough (o
e couk Downiow et e oot
Jpon the ouer, wester bend of th river, lay the town
ofYimoth. Sasha caught a briefsight of green pasture



along the riverbark, and a bridge. So beautiful, from
s hoigt She tad e s it wouk remein s,

they were clo
‘What dovou uess we are facing?” Sasha askos.
how quickly their messengers
o wun sad gimly. ‘Far slover Ihan
cerainly—amor

g
Porses can be swapped e e voughnig ]
day in all directions. Any northom messenger has had
0 avoid the vilages, has received no change of horse
and as e seep. s possile e are ess than
such a message.
\nd then the question s “What wil Usyn do?”
Sasha replied.
i neited,  gingor hand on o rins as they
tumed a downward comer, awoiding siippery rocks.

We coud assume 1o lesmed ts momig. b st
ase, had he moved immediately,his forces could be.
gathered at Ymoth now. . hidden in those woods, we

coud ot s ramiro re”
made a face. “That's a big force to move So
ot They rave boon ancamped pefoe e Uiy

pamanent. s orces wh do o bekews tamsshs

walis o e/ fr oo o vl o shon
ke, Ak, 16 ot have ot It n the Hecris
to hide i the woods. Heavy cavaly Ikes open

pao- ik ha'd moet s on e fekds oads
he rver. li\eshem we'l seo im.”

Tyun gave her a wary glance. "MLady is an
optmist” n a one that suggesiod a Jssmad disnst
of such things, especially from youngste

father's death. | think he'l resist any request from his
Sommandors b pack 1p and move awes AL e ast
ool g s some e, Whe ve to
rect v e aieo o baind & porion 1 o

will not be at ful strength when we me
Perhaps the Udalyn have already fallen, MLady
Tien wio drky Tataos e ey val I8

. The nor spons... Hadryn
oo oo spoce. roug. roamid of iy
campaign for some ime. ¥t 50, ve sl face
the enire Hadryn force al at

oo vlly wal siands. frm. Sasha replied. T
o of " Tyun st looked o o, sven mor varly
than before. “f must” she correcied hers:
resigred ardle, ‘O, i T comé 1 e
way for nothing.”
Vst move fast called Gaptain Akeyd of the

made a face, wrinkling p his moustache.
ided

ing”

tbegan to dawn on Sasha what thal woud mean. A
fu charge o oling terain wih plerty of amsh
pporuntes. without knowing what i Ihey were

ok 2 deon. roan NI g ohe

o By losay anosgn o oo Coptan Abeys

behind them. Akryd, she reckoned, would have been

selected by Krayliss himsef, as great lords typically

seleced the commanders o provincial compries

‘She hoped he woudrit do anything stupid. I its not

Usyn himself, il probably be Banneryd forces, largely

iheir path o Halleryn. At least one

ine company of heavy horse, more likely two, plus an
awllotof nfantry milfia.”

71 betan cse 0 8 bousard orss, maybe o
thousand infaniry at minimum. Tyn agreed
Defonders advantage being Toughy for t-one, 25
Lenayin commanders tclioraly nssed.. ey
need nearty twelve thousand. They had less than half
et Damn. Ewen witout the Hadyn It art ook
good. With them, it would bo a ma

How songycefened 4o youtik e Ymothva
Wil be?" Sasha asked Tyrun,

Maybe some smhers\ he replied. "No more than
that. Theyd be stpid to waste men on the wall,
oy cat i sl Tyt dotend e forke 10
stop us going around to the incomplete side of the




wall. If they don't come out to fight, we'll have to g
and get them man to man. Ordinariy we coud bypass
Ymoth ertirel, but if we tried it, we'd have no idea
how strong a force remains inside to harass our rear
whenwe head for the valley”

infarntry on defensible ridgelines with trees for cover
all about the exposed side of Ymoth. We canit ride
round that uphil side, is too rugged. We'll need two
hrusts, one Lo hitthe near side from the river, and one.
o flank around the town and it the other That second
thust i Fovs 1 pass lo i hraberk and fasd
ok upslope...siraigh info an uphill ambush. We'l
stagger it, a forward force o spring the trap then
double back, the later one o ft them hard.”

Make it two hundred,” Tyrun replied. “Can't spare

any more than that. M Ladysnﬂ Tl take the far flank—
She can spring the trap, Il break it. Yuan Akryd, you
can lead tho mearide. assadl Dont sop or

anything.
" Shar said Ay, mostcheertuy. Sounds ke
a plan. Il see you both inside!” And with that
Tl o el and oot it o o ooy
fsthr bk in th cokemn b catch p (0 recaie s
orders. Sasha found herself somey ed.
“Areit e supposed o plan a e more than tat?

she asked dubiously. ‘Before the bate of Baen-Tar,
Kessigh planned fo nearly a ful day:

s is a cavalry charge.” Tyrun replied, with a wry.
twisting smile. “When you trow a melon ff a ci, do
you plantosee uhchway i spiaters”

i ot considr hreol comforied

fyrun dropped back to tak to his offcers, and

Sasha alowed Jary 1o o up dongside. D1d you
r that?” she asked. A part of her fokt uneasy

was impossible o el f Jaryd fel neglected. Latel, i
had been impossible {0 tel i Jaryd fe anythig.
“Picess Sfyan [ sal sy win o o
said iy Tsartbo ichise na che
“When the reserve s committed (© the. ﬁgm stay
with them” Sasha insisted. “Holding back on your
own il orly make youa lorely arget.
Sasha?” Sofy calld from befind, amously.
Sasha, don' hold him back on my accoun. m okay,

i
valuable. Ml not sk an important asset of Lenayin if |
canrep it

Sofy stared al her, managing 1o look both
cveswa\lenandamrya\mgsam time.

s h bailwourd tough h over oo, Sasha
found ersl a\uns at 1 hoad of e coemn She
oo o e v 10 0 5 ot whers

Ve alowed. Theyroshe along wiing e, arkod
by thick undergrowth, the vanguard lowering their
:amers (o avoid catching them upon low branches. A

Wwoodaman on i back sssung i Ut baro wes
open space ahosd and o sign o

"he cokann brst oo open elds, green rass wet
on Sisp, (o it Foncs. aemsed o

thundered along the ridgeline road. That was a bad
sign. Ahead, the Yumynis River ginted duly as it
t about in a giant bend. A glance over her
shoudr shoved an erdess sisam of mouried
soldiers pouring from the teeline. She held
o s orsoramie cater o it oo o ing
the horses on such an easy downward siope.
The treeline cortinued dowtil on the right, where
dak shahes f ok I trouch e reen gres.
1, o S Ridge towered ke an amity
o al supporing o grey caling of sky A
galloping horseman caught her eye, racing parallel to
% T, A scou1ey oten farked fonvara o
cavaly s, searchig e i s of fand for
ambush. And
Randod i im 2 spmad Sovrar ot o varesard



fell back, riding on Sasha's right as a shield, but the
approaching rider bore no vsible weapons and held

hand aloftn a sign of recogition.

Lady. 1 don recogiso i said o

o ey el o ot o of o

e mane i came racing up the slope
at an angle toward the...and Sasha could sex
man's face.

“Thats all ight’” she repliod, with a leap of high
sprts. Tdol" Sho slood e simups and waved him
in. Gresings, Jureiynl Fuy seeing you

oo o scou e e o e . s
ystericall Where e helse you boen, darn 10 of

agit?”
‘Sasha thvew back her head and laughed. Jurelyn
leaped the stone wall beside the trail and joined her
de wih 8 808G of ooves Tr ad vas ari
Porthward, dropping into a shallow fold that biocked
o tow ol 6 - Upon e opposing sipo, Set
saw a farmhouse in charcoal ruins, the damage far
100 0ld to aise smoke.
hand and Jurellyn grasped it hard,
He looked much the same as she'd last seen him
en the 10w 10 Halenn—moged ard weater.
besen, 3 staven jaw Ho oy il concession o
civlsation. His ump s bore perhaps several
more saia than ahe rocalod, bt 1t appeaved as if
the intervening weeks since Damon had sent him
from the Falcon Guard to spy on Lord Usyris army
had caused him litle concem. Certainly his horse
for wear, running gamely at
Pog's side itbarsya st o show
bad news!" he said to her
above o e oo
“Bad news firstl”
The Bameryd Holy Swords bol Yol youre
looking at nine hundred horse minimum, mayb

infartey!
*I already guessed that!” Sasha retorted. “Whats
0d news?”

Usyn i nere” Wi a geam nis oyes. 1 oow
the Banneryd got wind of you coming, theyve been
scrambling about the place all morning semng w
defences...but Usyris stilin the valley”

Y coud kiss you!” Sasha yelled b

*Promises, promises! This road's fine—theyl see
you maybe e folds from Ymoth so they won't have
much time to_prepare! There's open
there, you can o up okay—make i fast pes e

s on the w

damn| bndge? haveit been ale o getacrose for m
days, butthere's Hadryn towns not too far east and m
mon saw rders hoading across e brdge at pecd
this moming?

Sasha noddad..rom thoss Vlages o come
the same men who ravaged P

"Do the iy sl s S asked ey, as

ion
No s st n bero..” dushn
shrugged. ‘I see you brought the kids with you!"

e biked ot i 4 ser bom. o rocaled
8300 Fough partaps e kg s d @ .

ol ook i had. Brother Damor' dea
never had much fath in it They cleared the rise
coud see the river once more. The lower fiekis were
close, but Ymoth remained hidden behind a ridge. Tl
scout forward, maybe try and cross the bridge when
yougol Lok

and spured s wiy borso o @ galop.

raiing chods of i in s wake a5

e Vel o aopeda e owerd e rper
e,

=

The formation seemed to take forever to arve. Men
poured down from the last ise of the foothills, officers
on ck yeling and pointing grandly with their
swords, directing each group to their position. Sasha
ol eld Peg t s place bl be anguard
before the bark of a steam that cut th

paddocks into the Yumynis. The ruins of a o

by a stream near a wide river, nestied amid green
pastures and flanked by mountains.
“Across the pastures behind, a great mass of men



said. But a very angry, very dotermined rabble. A very
foge o, Sashs o e soen s s
sakdlerybekreinhr e, Tre erygrocrd sesrmed 1
Sog boreatva secumiote
Jrun came galoping "o e font e, raising 2
e as i wert. He peskd of and sopped ot
Sasha's sice. ey loow uhat heyre dobg:” he
4 eyes squitod wihin s Sier haim, Weve got
Ihem in sas of ougly tay w8 by o kawp
:ges together where possible. This lots yours...”
pmmng scose o vast swaho of mon directybefore
befind them will be mine. . pointing
ot a1 ev oot mecs gathered

thousand horse were gathered in rough, shifing

Baerlyners are with Captain Aknyd," Tyrun
continued, answering her unasked question. ‘fm sorry
they cartide wih o, but our orariston et aute
good, and conlingents end up wherever
" asha vaved a . Trats okay No favouitsm”
\nd it was better, perhaps, that their fates were

her heart at the thought of her young friend. “Dear
spirits ook afler him,’ she thought. "Help him
remember what he was taug!

Some torses wse graaig and some men tad
briefly dismounted to relieve
e o chrgo. Sosh rre s aeady don dons
S0, within the ruinod farmhouse for piva
i v e Benn o geat s, Seone
coud see some smaller ranks holding reluctantly
back. Sofy would be there, with Jaryd at her side.
Pray that they were not needed

hat's the count now?” she asked, tning 1o keep

er v lvel, e heart was sring 0 race, ke 4
startid horse that wished to rip clear of her chest and
90 galoping offacross e felde

“Five thousand two hundred and change,” Tyrun
repie. There mors bon, sconered nrouph ol
across the Shudyn Divide.” Even as he spoke, Sasha
spied some latecomers pelling toward the rear,

Sasha shook her head. “No walting. As soon as
youre ready." Any longer and her own racing heart
would kil er.

*Agesture from the commander s custorma

Ty g o vl ranks b Cloaryre
on her face,
apamemw ot to 50 5o o vo corsioen s
ad omen.”

Sasha raed Peg sbou n fustaton g i e
s and raced uphil to what she considered wouid
et contsof thtvas e k. Trosho soppec

pulled the sword from over her shouider, stood in the.
stimups and held it aloft.

LENAYNI" she yelied. The answering roar gave
her the worst goosebumps of her ffe, so loud it

yled. agein and again. She tad snd Gakoped

o e ent, of e e, ‘Sasha was far fom

*%Pag splashed trough the stam, Sasha hoking

im 10 a canter up the far bank as the front line
reached the siream ' To vaerdissoled in
frothing mass of hooves and Sasha spared a

a
ook Do seog o Ty had sl .y
her own formation (o pass and headed now for the
greater mass of horse siill waiting behind. The last of



her riders cleared the stream and she lifted Peg's
specd to a gertle run. The way ahead lay relatively fiat
along the riverbark. Tall popiars lined the.

pon the rivers far side were flelds and fields of
wheat and oats.

fence was wooden and high, but Peg
ceared it wih sase Sasha swung in et sacdle o

e g i iy s s e 2
more—one Hor
Varguard sproa o, S in ot ceang ner vew
i ol romiod rgel ou of SN petind he
one remaining ridge, blocking a view of those lower

s where it cu across the riverside fieds. She
cleared anolt e and saw i
shosd, pant_inerirg _ pop ridge

approached, and then Captain Akryd's left flank
b b . accoloaing o dkar e re and
fence that ran along it

e et e gy 1 the rgh, and sudcenly,

wall all the same. Within, and rising as the foothlls
) e the town itsof—a mass of
thatched roofs Glustered for protection behind that
stone. Surpisingly, there seemed to be fitte damage.
Ymoth had not been razed (o the ground. Perhaps the

e had proedless batiari e she'd eare
rose considerably higher than
i rherfaing vl - dslrgs soemd o Herd

ee covre fold. S Saata coud see
opvnimun "t o asad cauld b0 seon now and
andars woutl be reparing. Make o nh

S Gave a el and  wave of hr v, and P
acceleraled 10 a ful galop. An answering yel came
from the thunder of
hooves became an earthshaking roar. Sasha
e ths rext hm)s a ruined farmhouse fashed by,
wed Peg with soveral gentie

ot lon i o e e

She coud see archers on the walls now, as
Caplain Ak fark bogan & ki fom rar o
se nearside sio Then

o Tatost ol s, vero nos of ianty. e fort
ranks biisting with s
" ion avay fom trat imperding
colision, for the bridge was approacing arc the
wall opposite on the lefl. The left fark would be
eng-ngmg ow, but she could not hear a thing above.
roar. Archers upon the Ymoth wall stood,
o o Tead ok e 0t rlp ot spers
g s a sicowaye oy as oy e boid. ey
hitanyone, she did ot
'S focused all her atenton rsead upon te
tum she had to make ahead, away ffom the river and

enough, and they wouid sill be_tumi
reverse came, folowed by confusion and colisions

lew past on the lef, the river poplars on the
fight, archers loosing soundiess amows from the
parapets—every\ ing was soundiess bu the

S swichd th sword o hr f hard and e

the gleam of heavy mail, thei yells now audible from
e, testament alone 1o their numt
Sasha waved her sword in a wide circle, swinging
Peg vid o te gt as e rigt fark svurg and tre
e e Peg's suprise,
fighting the rein, Ihmkmg e st lay ahead.
Sasha pukod igher 58 o man body began

mounted soldiers somehow
i e avd collon 28 ey dirded and
douled back on temsehes, There ves some
josting, some bunching up, Some ndels spmr\g

ider s 1o lar the congeston.
glance back over her shouider and saw o Bannoryd



e e o o st e e e

rhed ine bishing Wi avorde s they huted
dwnmu “This was going to

e oo v k. riding perd

amdt er Ve and svaggers osest o o

fiver as her ragged formaton fled before her. Clods of

as their ranks divided, individual riders backing thoi
horses to catch their fleeing quamy. Suddenly there.
was an armouress rider in her vision, dark grey hair

[ ing o hands with a huge bow drawn across.
his body, aiming back behind his right shouder
Erol) surely an Impossible shot amidst the

lurching coriusion, the raining debris and the fact that

she'd picked him for a righthander, not a left

fired, and a Banneryd rder fell with the shaft precisely
vough his unarmotred neck. I Sasha hadt seen it

fired all in one motion. Another Bameryd rder fol,
clching i rck
font Banneryd riders were closing on several

svaiding. Gossnvoing " eouny " owods
brandshed neager anicipaton,So ent vers ey
that they di their quarry,

which had approached in such a wide formation, now

he ivor. Nor did they look at he ar n the walls,
o longer shooting bt waving franiicaly, gesturing o
something ahead that they , ir riders

Captain Tyruris main formation tore past Sasha's
retreating feint with a howing batte cry, a massed

smashed into the ur ing Banneryd pursu.
Behind them, Sasha's formation was now wheeling,
doubling back for a second of those

b pended that man (0o from
his horse. There was confusion, beasts and men

i t, screams and yell, whinnies and
clashing stoel. Ahead, a Banneryd rider

Goeren-yai saddle-to-saddle...the northemer parried
and siashed with superior sKil spuring his horse at a
vtal moment and kiling the Goeren-yai with a reverse
at

‘And lost his head a moment later as the blue-haired
fider reappeared, then reined around 1o gesture
madly at Sasha. “This way!" the serrin named Tassi
yelled. | seemed as good a direcion as any, so
Sasha followed as Tassi plunged ahead, weavr

Banneryd from fis saddie. Sasha slashed at another
in passing, bu was paried, and galoped on
regardie
Abrupty. she was ciear, folowing Terel and Tassi
across an open paddock near the river, They leaped
a fence, Sasha looking about to find Errolyn directly

th s it bonde Alshe  baody blads n et
Pl walcing it great, sprawing mass of e and
borses for possi eryd i
carme g ool o o, a..g\...g e n o
1o intorcopt Tassi's lead. Tassi pointed her sword at
them, s a galoping rider might casualy indicate a
troublesome rock to her talling comrades
Erohn st s leader b olrr trse susnirg
shou i a5 e o unced, then dragged
e e o pn o oed



them in a burst of speed, as Terel tumed more sharply
from the lead. One of the three was already separated
from his comvades, and now conceded Terefs
superiorangle, reining wider...and_directy into
Aist

ing Banneryd tried to close once
Tacel o dd ot 566 e Aisha how racing up on
his biind side, unll it cost him his head. Sasha

“They cleared another fonce and then cut betwoen a
fiverside farmhouse and the iverbank popiars, leaves
whipping a Sasha's face. Upon the lefl, what
remained of the Bamneryd main force was faling
bsck Spating madly p e slove down wih reyd
rs fired sporadicaly from the wals,
featog i e o s Ot s breaking
clear of the fight—great, unlouched ranks of men,
galloping wide for space in which (o pursue the
leeing northemers, and Sasha's heart soared to see
S0 many unscathed. Her plan trap had wor
Tss slowed e 1o et Sasha catch p, ard ey
pe. Peg was
rmg o s biack flrks foring v wih sweat
but at ful gallop he sill cosed the gap (o Tassi's
horse in fte time. Ore of Sasha's vanguard st had
s ol baoer g and Sasha mad o wave i
forward. Already, others of her
poing and i yoig s comparions, uging o
o follow.
oo e st sty cose on ek bl Evbn sl
alongside. "t will hinder their archers if
ouv laad arives st i sraggars
gained on the feeing
Barmery. and rackes ner tom e el A Gros

ine and calmly
et fom s e e o i ar of
8 man pieirg of sk arges. The vois

Comes ahegied avot in man

ecracy Erohn shet anohr i a st iy

catapulted the man fom his saddle, and the

remainng pair were lashed and racked by six
nyai as they pelied past. Sas

ol resist sparing Errolyn an increduous ook e

hadnit missed yet...or not that shed seen. Perhaps

coudnt
“The incline cuminated in an uneven lino of pines.

ical defence against cavalry.
Avchrs wers fig rough o sikes ss e st
i arived...some fel, others reined
bl panic, but fire was sporadic as Banneryd and
ebel hoseren moed, e rersatng wih te
it Dissioh iders spured o it mours
g o o s 1 o vestne whers waer o
and the fine of spikes Yalkered
Fiather 1 e gh lnk Sasha saw a bne
reeman racng fo . sweam here, splashing
mmug Tlow ter . 1n o e rocky oo
bed, where surely o great warhorse couid hold his
foarg

ried mass of torses eeled amic voesand
sokesBarmerys tevary o Vapped agare b
own defences and ngmmg for their lves, rebel cavalry

side. I several places, Sasha saw defences had
beenleft open for the Banneryd cavalry to retreat, and
those now dissolved Into a mass of ighting, hacking
men and thrashing horses, as massed infanry tried to
ot o hveak!mmgh whilst admiting their own
throughthe-

. o Sarin and e troe men of o vanguard
wove past miling, circing horsemen, dodging past
the first trees and wincing at the occasional hiss of
arrowfre. Past the row of siakes, Sasha caug!
glimpses of dussieh riders now befind the lines,
wheeling and hacking at infaniry, who broke formation

w threat at their rear...the defenders
had not bet on the agility of litle dussieh while



planning their defences. More were streaming up a
narrow it ahead, an incredible sigh, as long-haired
Goeren-yai spurred their wiry litle animals across
focks, steep sides and tangled undergrowth

Sasha pointed with her sword, and saw Errolyn

as those waiting ostied for position o make their own

charge. Sasha yelled for them to make way, and men

did 50, looking around in starllement as they realised

in her heels and sent Peg

. the serin cose b, She saw nfanty on

ber left fight ng madl o ose th gap, more rebes

ciing back fo stop them a dussieh going down
soamig e spear s wwony

i the

bmken aevenswe smrws sasna ren e Him ot

rcle, realising

renedi thot he bes way o doon b roacy

was 1o outfark the men trying o close it and cut them

1o pieces. From this side of the stakes, she could see

the mass of infantry buikding against perhaps thirty of

‘wheo)

e .
furiously as the foot soldiers tred to overwheim the,
bringing down several. She accelerated o top speed,

feled one infartryman in front, the others scatering as
macane Dok atmres reshen through. Sasha
Slashed from side to side, more in hope of creating
confusion than clean kills, reining Peg about before
the stakes, lasting and kicking. Then the serrin were
in amongst it all save Errolyn, who held back and
feled any infaniryman who threatened a biindside
svimgat slhs comrades.
was blowing somewhere above the
sl:renmmg‘ yeling and crashing, and then the infantry
‘were faling back, atempting o maintain some kind of
order,ofcers screanin a trose o pancked and
They retreated along the fine of pikes,
Godoing brind Focs o avid ooy Macke oy
had shields, a most unLenay device amongst foot
soldiers, and they used n amoued

ed Peg o ancter . beded

throug earching
Ton o o oond aeforavo o et g a1
Upon them from beyond...there seemed (o be none. I
seemed that three thousand men were not enough to
Pold Ymoth without ifs wall complete—these sloping
flanks were 00 wide to alow a sufficienty strong first
ine, plus a secondary line. The defenders had
oamoled onastorg st e, and st

. e atorising bough ccured o rer

PiiipaiteSophilchc i
fotous flensive satogy. ooty B a vcony i
Yet men were st dying. She had o end it

st

Get to the townt” she yelled at the top of her voice,
‘waving her sword for atiention. She reined up a litie
as her vanguard flagbearer caught up, attracting
attention once more...and hopefuly not rom surivi
Banneryd archers. “Get to Ymoth! To Ymothl Take the
town!”

She raced through the trees as fast as she dared,

passage in places, breaking the smooth carpet of
i nesdies. Final o ang il away o Soping
shoulder where the trees became thin, with fems and
bush holding thckly to the siopes. At the bottom of the
shallow valley ran a stream. Downsiream, wher
vally sides diminished, was another row of stakes,
manned by a defensive fine of infantry in a wide half

Udalyn had had a few more years to complete t. The
fallback line, for disasters such as this. I the Banneryd
had no place to fall back to, they were surely finshed.
‘Already there were dussiefiders pouing off the
slope and along the litte valley side, peling at a pace
that no warhorse rider woud have dared along
Sopingground. Archars rad and sl o, o
= shot rom boncath e, pnging ead-over
ot past
Tt Raggoc: raming Wty wors nenig o
Ihe ia\lmck linefrom left and right flarks, some
jering and wounded, sliding through the gaps



between stakes...and Sasha's eyes widened as she
reaiised that those gaps, although tight enough to
deter a warhorse, were barely enough to siop a

dussien.
Dussieh riders attacked the gaps between those
sharpened points fearlessly, tearing inlo the. thin
defensive lines, cutting men down, then charging past
Tousos of tpdope Yimoth to i the opscsie
defences ffom beind. kfaniry abandoned the second
fine perimeter to infercept, creating space for oter
approaching riders to dismount and begin hacking
hough the stakes. And now, from the opposing side,
fiders of Caplain Akryd's assaut were pouring down
the siope. Stakes came down in several piaces and
warhorses and dussieh charged thvough, their riders
swinging at any footsoldier foolish enough to try and

stop them.
Sasha epiashed dong tho seamside af 3 ol
watching the rout unfold and searching for
Yoy v Eriy prtehy bloced 1 vy

which to redeem his honour. Your men know what to
do tvamcolt”
neryd infaniry sil rying to reach the cover of

1260g o Yimolh Erolnvas rgh Sasra resised.
e was the commander. Now she had
e ovaaties wors pon Captain Aeyds o T
batte for Ymoth may have been won, but there was a
ong vay to go yet.
She urged Peg up the opposing slope, staying
wide of the oncoming rush of horsemen heading the
other way. Soon enough Captain Akryd himself came
foward her at a canter, several of his personal guard
athis flanks.
“Well” o sad chaerdy as e eined up beside
v, “thats ne downl” Sasha suffered a
Surgo of el 1o krow ha she was o e ony o0
thinking ahead. Akryd was gasping for air, and his
horse frothed foam from the mouth with each snorting
breath, but he seemed healthy. One of his men
lutched at a gashed leg, his companion now
manoeuing alongside o try and stop the bleeding.
Did you ever see such a poor defensive spacing?”
Akryd continued, eyes aive with the ight of recent
batt. "Stupid rorther fools, if theyd spaced their
damn stakes they might have had a chancel We must
rushed them (0 a renzy, geting here so soon!”
“What do you think you lost?" Sasha asked grimly

s rarely surendered, of 5o the stories had
it In tuth, it had been a long time since a large
enough balte had tested that theory. A bate against

had cavalry instead, as she'd suspected, waiting o
the blindside of their approach. Those first brave
dussiefiders to penetrate the line must have been
wiped out. e gol rough eveialy, bul ot last
tree hundred, MLady. Spitts know how many
smaller wounds

T s onone tark At sttt mary on

i dosd or natle o foh . Many
rorson D a lot. A wonderful victory,
e aneiyical s ofhet mind knew. B seomed
a ot It seemed like far,far too many.

MiLady?" said Akryd. Possibly he was unsettied by
the look on her face. She siraightened herself with an
effort, and tied to think ratonall. “What do you

ruct?”

i
Get o the town. Absolutely o pilage, Iforbid it”
“Aye. MLady, | doubt it be a problem, but i see to




complete reassembly as s00n as possibie, | want
oroes cared or a3 i oftrgeney, krowreyre
exhausted but we simply don' know when
fightwill come. We must be ready.

e MLacy” Aty agreed, g o agument

o somcne fnd Tyrunl” Sasha added as he

ish to speak with him at the
earfiest. Ml assess the casualties over here and see
what ca unded.”

e, MiLady” Akiyd rode off wilhout further
comment, and Sasha pressed her heels (o Peg's
heaving sides once more, asking for
vk Ho gave for a ot egardos,andshe patod
s swea

armery psoners waro beig marchod fom e
rees down onlo the felds, flanked by mounted
wartors. Bodies lay srewn beneath the ees—mainly
Banmeryd, but no enlirely. A horse Kicked fecbly in @
ool of bood...Sasha rode pas. unable fo persuade
hersaf 1o do more, but Tassi dismounied briofy,
drwg ber suor. AL e sarin, 1o sl
suveying the camage with exprossionless
T was e n Saainen. e wlonco—at ki

d her

She rode Peg through a gap in the row of defensive
stakes, the earth lom by the charge of hundreds of
hooves. Here were more siain men

wounded and searching along the grassy hiside for
those stilliving, checking each fallen body

serve, Sasha realised, recognising several—they
had folowed behind and halted here wher they were

saw one man, a Verenthane, with short hair
and an eight-pointed medalion wpon his chest,
kneeling by a fallen comrade. He was weeping. His
comrade's long hair fell about the man's legs,
motiorless head in his lap, sightess eyes gazing
Skyward from within a spirt mask of inficate dark
curs.
“Then Sasha saw a horse she recognised and rode
cross e slpo ovard e soveralsoldrs
thered three wounded so far, and were atlempling
o 21d them. Oers caried & fouth even ow. an
rrow in his siomach, and resisting strangled
screams at the pain. Jaryd was assisting as best he
coud, one-armed. A siim gir in parts and a jacket

shaftin his chest. She clutched his hand fighty n her
own, whilst trying {0 pour water from a skin into his
mouth, waing for those treating the next man in line
tofrd ime o move on.

word, the serin dismourted and began
wsrapping saddabags ot e modices. Soy7
Sasha said hoarsely, il in her saddle. From wihin
the walls of Ymoth, there came now the sounds of
btte cios and clashing siee. The smel of bood

of horses. Sofy did
o . s 14 aper wu werertt here. There
coud be a coueratack. any momer, s i st

hostile land and youre ot on he fekd theyi <o

Sofy looked up. Her face was pale, her brown hair
windblown and tangled. Blood specked her cheek
Her eyes, strangled with emoion, also bumed with
someling deeper, andfr fararder han Sasha had

n before. “Go and win the war, Sasha,” the
Joumgost pincoss of Lanayin sad qety. Hr woice
Gured, b only a i, 6o and Give orors
elsewhere. fm busy."



ineteen

“RYSHA YU HAE TO STAY WITH ESSEY! s dangerous!”
Daryd had left Essey in lhe grsssy em\osuw within
the walls, now cro verywhere
e wars foragn scklers, shouing aedre,

mustering horses by the

had not spread this deeply into town,
Mama and Papal” Rysha shouted at

him, very upset.
. ol Dar frustrated,

scared. How could he explain (© a ltle gir? How
ould o make her see without terifying her? “Look,
there's bad men all through the town, its not safe for
Joul Sy e i Essey wers tere ar geod men
o look af

o, no. ol" Fysha yeted. er eyes tearing
wart 1o soe Mama and Papa! Tl go mbrout you it

did not make treats unless she meant t. Ho gritied
his teetn. “Okay...come on”

He took her hand and ducked through the timber
fence. The lown looked so achingly familiar...and yet
S0 diflerent. Timber houses, and some stone ones,

windows...and he saw with shock as they rounded a
comer that where Yian Weryss e had siood
there now lay a crumbled, charrec

Ryeha gacped ~uan Werys 18 Going 1o be so
angy!" Daryd pulld her aside as some soldiers
came running up the path. Down some steps, Daryd
saw a pair of boos sticking out from the bushes
surounding the house of Yuan Fershyn. He puled

sha n ikl bu Ryha spared e body barelya
reis

Ot o, o Dy 104 1 koep th fear
fram s i, ik 'l b i the vl Marma anc
Pay

Ty cat oy bo hro?” Ry proestd. as f
about o cry once more. ‘| want to 5@ them now!

On plase, pleae, please dori et e b fero.
Daryd wished at the spirit, harder than he had ever
Ve omping befon i e e Psee o o
have escaped.

“The stream that ran through the heart of Ymoth was
e win sokiss, some vali, some resi,
some drinking from waterskins. Daryd wor
they werert dinking fom the stream e
always did when he refumed from the training o
oo e i ricge. Gaeping Ry ron o

verandahs of familiar wooden houses, past M
Karmyst's berry bushes, past the old tree that leaned
ot over the stream. The swinging rope sill dangled

bove the water. He'd thought he was so brave the.
first time he'd swung on that rope. But now e realised
that he hadn' trly known what bravery was.

dragged ai nim. dosperstly. bul o
releas et were ol of o ing
o voandan. hoets n . ooking aveatyand
i

red,
“Mamal” Rysha cried as they leapt the stair and
pushed in the front door. ‘Marmal Papal” The front
ess, the table overtumed, chairs
broken, Mamas Kichen pols wero smashed, the
cortnts o shles sioun acoss b foor. Papa's
Swords wers miseig om i wal rack, Poweret,
end most o pots and pars wer 1o, Mara and
ien them, Daryd thought with
ot of wapeskibl roel Thoy mist rove akon
what they could and headed for the val
would have defended the bridge and bough time for
and chidren. More wa
ome from the valle 10 help—he'd heard fis father
talking about it with other men before, all the plans



they'd made in case of attack. Surely that was where
theyall were now.

They searched the rest of the house and the rear

rd, bul found ony ransacked rooms and om
vegeltable plots. y retumed (o the main room,
Foana wat I sposeioet ears. ok you Fyena.
theyve gone (0 the walll’ Daryd insisted. “Theyl be
sale there. I's good theyre not here, it wasnit safe
rere

He looked up, realising the two soldiers had
followed them into the main room. One was Goeren-
yai, with long hair and tattoos, the other shorthaired
witha Verenthane medalion. Both looked concemed.
The Vererihano asked him a question, indicaing the.
house around them. “This is your house?” he seemed
o be asking
“Aye, this is our house,” Daryd repled, helplessly
Hadal'te ememuage.s ‘escaped also? Al his aunis.
and rieces? Smyt the
h\acksmllﬁ’ Ay e armers. son w3 bt
in the head, and fis right am didrit work
Droper, bu who was abiays creer and smiing
unen Daryd went lo markl o by vegolatls for
Mama's cooking? Old Mrs. Calyn
rabbils? He didn' know, r.e,mdmmmw
two soldiers exchanged grim looks. The
ing Dan

fom b fuse. o ober e ollowing close behind

oy wiked downstoa, pas soders and o
broken debris that had been the streamside market

noticed, was n must
ied in the water, further uphill When they
reached the main gate in the defensive wall, Daryd
Sou barlyrocogrise . he i Pk wich hed
stood beside the gate, was a pile of ash and chr
s Th bl ecs et e surounied o e

e ofrer sideof o gto, also aganst o big
I the stables and adjoining bam st stood. Some
Soiors vad gopered pere sandng sbod some
imp things on the ground. Daryd's soldier escortled
i et vy Some of e olver soders sew;a
stood aside for b
They wore bodies, Daryd saw Mosly naked, diry
ar e “Sood over e eores. baray
recogrising it as a person. k had tattoos and diry,
long hair. Suddenly he recognised the grass-spirit
tatioo spiraling p the right am. R was_Farmer

s ribs were showing. And he didrit smel.
¢ bar acar cn i ues vhurs ey bound

wound thvough the ribs. Probably
meya Yled o B prsontrs 2 soen s o atock

ey wes arazsd athow ca e was. Everying
seemed surreal. All te soldiers were looking at him
with grim expeciation. They knew what this was. Wel,
Dan g, so e Hedhaard the ite oftre
Catastrophe, since as far back

Temamoer e now whet he Hodn 6 15 Usobn
prisoners.

There were five olher bodies. Thvee he could not
recognise. Two were Mrs. Casty, who lived nearer
the upper siope, and old Yuan Angy, who sil iked to
spasr s n e i halows on & e ey
despite o yoars. No more, 1661

rrod s oward 6 i ofashs hathad

boon o raning vl Mo wore atn eovsh o
b, pOKg wih swords. Even row, 2 man ound
something metal and examined it—a fing, Daryd
toustt. He siepped ross ® 2 comade and
dropy fing in an uptumed helmet that man



holy signs, and placed it on the ground, where it
foamed th ltst in # g ine of sirier checs.
Human skds. Tharo wero ot kast twary The
rs hadnt just bumed the training hall, theyd
iy
Stil...Ymoth and its surounding region had close
fo two thousand. This here was just twertyfive
people, maybe thirty. Surely most m had
escaped. Surely these were just the uniucky fow who
had been caught in the wrong place at the wrong time.
His gaze sfifled back (o the big tree. He knew what
marks. His people would
have been chained (o that ree, lorured and mutlated,
el whar Wt coud they tevs 1od el
torturer "was o great weeth fdin around
Vi As o he vl defences, wel. 1oy radnt
cranged much sico e it imo e Hodyn
attacked a hundy What coud the
romermers bosal have. Ganed by dong. s
things to his people?
Soldiers pushed a man forward, amms twisted
behind his back. The prisoner had the blond hair of
rbemers— men i He bides, bu
mpany soldier. He wore good, ngth
charimal heaw bocts and s feaer lqumgs o
his surcoat bore the crest of a

3 n
another by birth. Master Jaryd was a nobleman oo,
o' gatbre But Mt o wukd rver e
coders bt i manf

dersyotod quastors at e obloman and
i, pering o0 boden Tho
I coniompt, Sac somabing, Shoy 9 390 eor

and offered itto Daryd. Daryd looked a the sword. Al
the ook htatd ortem fcs. A the Loses on b
orond ard e st b e
G emer oo e ofered swor,
and row i K. inioas. Sociers forced he
northerner to his knees. Daryd stepped to one side,
as he'd once seen Udalyn warriors do (o a ca
Hadryn raider. Then he cut the man's throat with a
single, hard slash. Blood spurted and flowed. Soldiers
held the man up, then fet him collapse. He kicked and
Spluttered, then went imp.
Daryd stared down at the corpse. I had been so
ey Hed avays imagied i voud be harder tan
. He felt no elation, no surge of satisfied revenge,
Yet he felt no regret, either. If there were more
rihemers present, he'd have killd them too. He'd

s pecpe lo lse King vas essy. Liing, it
S wipea i s o the back of s viim,and

sheathed it Men regarded him with hard, thoughtful
rakad o ve s, © o o
ko

not yet a man, but loday, Daryd Yivenar was no
longer a child

Captain Tyrun was dead. Sasha stood in the ceniral
coutyard of Ymoth. Tyrun's body lay upon a low stone.
dais, hands folded on s breast, wrapped in his cloak
o hide the drenching blood. A crowd of men had
gahered and g, ising i el fom a ek and
weary sky. From the sutounding town, there carried
the yells and instructions of men searching from
there was sience.

A Verenthane corporal from the Falcon Guard, who
was leamed in the ways of the temple, performad the
Yarentans fls. T tad boen carted cecty o
this place flom before the Ymoth wal, and this
assembly had gathered fast, lacking any time for
dely.Ho had been led, men i, i e openig
moments of the cherge, when the fomaton he ad
been leading had il Banr\ewd fark.
Tiun b i down ove mar, erced 8 ,

struck by a thrd. k had pp-neu Py .
Surved sergeant had sid. Norem cavary we
Superbly Sk, ovan in such die circumetancos

ny men of those forward ranks had been lost



before the Banneryd had been driven back.
At Sasha's side, Jaryd stood impassive and pale.
Men of the Falcon Guard, in pariicur, appeared

hocked.
e campeign, o iave s s e commander so
he was the figuehead, perhaps, but this
vlclnry was surely vi\l\s Wi b kespin tings
together, and offering sage adi
Topelossly oo Trom . fist Bt g
suggest such a thing, lest the men lose hope. She
dared not shed a tear, lest the men recall that she.
was, after all, just a gir, whoever her absent uman

rentans cororl completad s rles, and

Pumerous men by simply being in the wrong place at
the time, re unscathed. It was
outrageously unfair. And she recaled, suddenly,
Kessiighs ired defision of her occasional statemens
of moral certtude. “Nothing's fair,’ he'd toid her.

ness is an inveniion of ours. One day, you'l

understand
 Jasgar was stipped o e vait. Tatoosspirled

chest and made ripping patiems
upmnl- v oustaning seqments of s somach Ho
swaggered to stand behind Tyrun's body, a sword in

its braid, flowi Upon massive shoviders.
fightside of i face—te side car ofatos—vas
streaked side which his -

brid g, ot nmy(:hlellamoveaenyn Jaegar vas
Umchy—spirit taker—for the town and is regions.
Now, Jaegar extended his ams, survey

the Goeren-yai chanted. “Umchyil Umchyl” The arms
exanded ou enback,and daegertumped Hirsek

e shoudrs wiss crossed e bear wih he
i or e biaes Cree, i, an8
times,

“Ths day shall mark the passing of many great
ariors!Jsagarsrscad, i e s g chent
of ceremonial Lenay. He stared about at the crowd,
Haces oxanded, misces and ahoos oping. 16
looked e 2 god. Sasha feurd hersel sty

pelbound. “One shall be appointed to
oot Wi bars sk e i

Umchyi! Umchyft Umchyi”

s, our brother, was named Tyrun! He was bor

s s by s fer,an s spre wee e gods
ronrre! 1o those spits cid ho prosert hs
Souland ey i i i o
Wt Wor . Wor -y Sasha o hersol
joining in. This, she had heard before.
“We are gathered today upon the ground of a great.
victory! The great peoples of Lenayin have joined

srongest, and most horaursbel Wo are, getersd
today before the loyal men of Vererihane...” and here.
Jaegars sword poiried fo Jaryd, “and before the
brave men of the Goeren-yai...I" and his blade swept
across the vast crowd behind, “and before the wise
ones of Saalshen...” as the biade poined to Sasha's
left, where the four serin stood entranced upon b
o, “and before the dark power of

The biade paiied ol Sasha A i escaped e
ips of the Goeren-yal, and the rusting murmur of
many <pit sighs being made. Sasha sared back at
Jaegar. She didrt quit believe he'd done that fo her
in front of all these people. Surely Jasgar had never
thought of her n that way. Had he?

Let them be joined in the sky as they are on the
cart! Ty of Baryn il lead and the falen of

shall folow, Goeren-

as brothers! Who shall bear witness 10 this.

e
Joumey?

'A wordiess cheer folowed, ful of passion, fisis
trust i the . Repeated, wice, and then the



began to disperse. Horses were being watered in
large groups down by the river, suniving bams and
warehouses were being searched for any remaining
foed, and as the aftemoon darkened toward evening,
there were many things yet to do. But they waked now
with a grealer purpose in their step than they had
approached this gathering, having leamed of Tyru's
foath.

Jaogar was puting his undershirt back on, his
mailshirt spread at fis feet. Sasha walked up to him
wish you hadrit done that” she mumured. The bit
about the Symich, she meart,
Woud you deny 17" Jaegar rplc, eysbrovs
raised. Sasha looked at her feet, unable
that

e
H

i, ofrtessly despie s coniderable Weigt,
sndsidtor

T trmed thon o ook for Jar, e found Him
slzmﬂllg by Tyruris body. She waked over and put a

was guarding the princess. | did not lead in this batte.
16 otisad sy bate”

ou are woundod.” Sasha repid, i o be
rasonable. ou camnotbe oxpected

Nothing can be expected of me” Jaryd said
bitery " am noving 1 v ey ot oy famiys so-
called friends for stripping me had

wher
Perhaps Family Nyvar coud never tnly have
amounted to anyting with me at its head. The only
ting Iwas ever goad ot was g e fghing,and
now when the lat people lftn the world whom
require my assistance,

“Captain Ty is am ar\d you_take the
opportunity to feal st Sasha said
angily. She fel for Jaly':ls Sulleing, but sho Smply
didn't have time for this now. “You ook around you.
Jaryd. You look hard. Many families have ended here,

caritunderstand what it was that Tyrun died for, ten
oo o o oter sewrors

at her, s jaw tight his stare as hard

nices are not required,” he said

Pl
Cady, enpal eave.

“Your senices?’ Sasha replied, increduously.
“What do you believe in, Jaryd? Why be here, if ot for

“I believe in nothing. My family is no more, and my
brother s dead. Al the ideals of Vererthane
brotherhood and Lenay honour | had been taught to
believe are fies.”
“Then why are you stil here? Why come ths far at
an
looked down at Tyrun. The lateness of the.
day cast allcolour, all e, al joy to shadow. The light,
faling mist gathered at the tips of is lank hair as it fol
about his face. “The Falcon Guard are all | have lefi
Jaryd said quistly. Vet with tis am, | canrot serve

“Then ust be here 1o pick up their wounded when
thy ll St rlred.Jand, e you'e such

an arogart, pigheaded. manl” X wes, for e
ert, werslmsmlshemu\d!m\km “Youre so
ccrusiomed ts e gory, and he place in 1 lead,

ot v cart 66 e poreut folowing. Jstbe
there! That's what old Cranyk in Baerlyn to
sald L was th gratestlsson o had o it
. Just tum

ot varguand o vaitin for b, and hr ffcrs
were movdng fthr Sounlh o e awn, From

nt up.
ot befors ime, o
‘Sasha placed 2 fina, gente hand on Jaryd's arm and
departed afler them in hasle. Master Jaryd, of the

' known as Nyvar, st00d over the body of
his_captain in the misting rain. Ho stood with his
weight on one leg, a dark sentinel amidst the sudden



confusion of shouts, yells and hasty preparations. If he
noliced, or feared, he gave no sign

Sasha, Captain Akryd and other officers, either from

comrades, and check 1o see if any sill ived. Already
grey sky had grown dim with the approach of
evening, and Sasha tharked the spirits that it was lale
summer st and the days remained lor
“The roa

amidst he grass, “upon the other side of the iver.Ifs
ot far, as you can see. He'l be here by nighial. My
best guess is that he has six thousand in the valley—
half cavaly, half nfariry. This column seems also half-

o ot s the cokas a0 we eve o mears
of guessi 3
Well aid Camaml\kryﬂ with a thoughiul glance.
across the Ymoth wall and the fields about, "these
rieodeighirelbigiot chioling oM
Banneryd. Usyn won' have dussieh riding with him,
helll be nable to exploit the gaps in the ine.
received another several hundred men riding over the
Shudyn Divide just since the attack commenced.
Usyn won't atiack at night and we can st sneak
fiders from the Shudyn through the back woods and
into the town. Half the Goeren-yai with horses across
ol Lenayin arscoming 1o au i, Most pon e
‘Shucyn will ide through 8
has cormmanced aoad. By daw, we coukl e
tousard, desite our osses. Dfarders
sdiaizge shal b Wi us. Usyn may e o
o and Gavay f a groae sy, bt ous
e ity ey 2w v - 8o Vo

mversation flowed, terse and urgent. Men
discussed possible deployments, weak spofs and
guard posts ffom which o obsarve Us
hrough the night. Sasha stared at Jurelyris fines in
the bare tur, thinking furously. Then stared p, gazing
Porth up the Yumynis River loward the valey mouth
loomingbensat e arkaring sk

s advantage. Cavalry shock. Such were
e ccmeed mome ot Loray vararo. Kossigh
employed all suchterms...and then, in the noxt breath,
Gisparaged thom K ad fustaled her. Istong 0 tis

ways so contradi

weakness was not aways weak. What had Kesshgh
10k b Sho el a aing session benatr the
Y s, She coudt tave besn sy more ren
tanch had felt huge in her hands.
Kessugn T spent mch f o oseon demensionns
o th varaons on th ko gyt dofarce.
combinations  were  seemingly ss,
uepwm ‘on the nalure of the attack and what one
wished 1o do next, one, two, tree or even more
moves into the future. But there were ground rules,
basic principles that all combinations had in common.
He had driled her on them, endlessly and, siowy.
she'd found her selection and execution improwng.
Then he'd asked her (o attack him so he couid
demonsirate how one could improvise when one had
mastered the fundamentals. Afle several exchanges,
she'd thought of an aftack that was particulary
cunning and involved a feint shed seen Kessigh
himself use against men at the Baerlyn training hall
Kessligh had responded with a defence-to-offence
combination that had been like nothing he'd



previously been demonstrating and had knocked her
imiy on her backside. She had protested—not so
much at the rough treatment, for at that age she'd sil

she shoukdritbe doing it like that.

He'd given her one of His rare, wry yet geninely
‘amused smiles. “l never thought 1 see the day when
you, of all people, wouid complain of someone else
ot playing by the res,” he'd told her, yanking her
effortessly to her feet. “That's why | e:

s Ifs ot 50 you can follow them religiously. s so.
that one day, youl leam when, a
boken

“This land here,” she asked Jurelyn, poinfing to an
arn of rond v ers o Vv v e sl
“Whatis ths like?"

Some fiekds of ripe grain and some falow”
Jurellyn was looking at her intentl, his eyes narrowed.
s tad kooun Kessigh fom e Groat W
Perhaps he quessed at her thoughts. Some of the
lrer men were breaking of hef discssions 1o
s

oukd we ride on hem?” Sasha asked. A lrge
force, ina charge?”

Jarly odec. Mot oz o el growd s 2
ftho rough and the grain fieds are near what

et Tt v frces ea neden.Bu e
its possible.

MLady, no” Akryd said fimly. and with some
aam Were gooddeferces ere .t sty be
dark. Thats maybe three thousand Hadyn
Coviy ot ey e s apes roe o9 o
hem s possibly twice the qualty of ou avorage
cawr Liove to meet us away fom
o they can do what they do best.
Abso\ulelyno e shoud stay put”

o have o archers” Sesha repe, g i
th a hard stare. She was not cetain where ths

reach our defences in perfect order and shall do to s

We shall lose al iniative and will
become their playtings, free 1o toy with as they
please untl my dear brother arives, whereupon we
can all gt down on our knees and beg him 1o save s

from this siege.
MLady Ak bogan in exssperton, bu

o She coun s ham i, eerg, Omers
Jooked ucarniced, “n atack It th open 15 ot
what Usyn expe

Wit go0d reasent Akeyd relried, with o fitle

but he is allstung out upon the road and he ha

o formation.” Sasha firished, determinedly. Some of
the thoughtiul looks had become intert. She had
those with her, at least. “We'll spring the trap, and he.
won't have tme 1o form up his flanks! What's more,
he's an artogant te snot, he believes in the tales of
the Hadryn cavalry's invincibityjust as much as some

already. Some of his forces wi
behind o keep the Udalyn trapped behind their wall
S0 that he can retum to finsh them later, fm beting he.
won't even be at ful srength. Afer all, we're just a
pogan, or pagnioirg, atble of knprised
Southermers led by a gii. What threat coud we
possibly be?"

“That got a grim laugh from some. “He'd not have
needed to leave many befind,” said one of those,
he's oy guarding one gale in the Udalyn wall”

‘Sasha shrugged. ‘Aye. Maybe a few hundred horse
s some archer, tat wou Hock one gale, ghen
the Udalyn only have dussieh and much
ronowned for Gavay sy, The. U miant
overwhelm them with a ful-scale breakout, but Il bet




they've guessed what's happened, now they've seen
Usyn tum tail and leave, and will wait for the resul.
Theyl hope that Usyn wil lose men in this fight,
leaning him unable to breach the wall Better yet if we
wi back inlo the valley he's stuck with
a wall at his back and a huge mob of angry Udahyn
behind it”

Some of the men were nodding now, openly. “Ifs
what Kessigh woud have done,” Jurlyn opined.
‘Don't give them a break, keep it moving al the ime.

Ho coud rorsel sas f bosen” sroer said

doubtiuly. F
et s opossioe. oty arsvered. These
fidges run down from the Nyfaal Range here that
valley's eastern ridge..." he demonstrated

here. To escape the valley with any kind of a force,
one must follow the iver. The key o the iver is Ymoth,
and we hold t”

tried one last time, “we've no time
o plan an ambush. Usynis nearly upon us, and...”
Sasha jabbed at a spot pon the ino that marked
Iherwamar« “Here," she said. “Jurelyn, this bark is
e oy Mesty brosdet, nsres e the.
Plenty of undergrowth not good for riding warhorses,
certainlynot in numbers. But dussieh coud rde tere.
v You coud pu..on, urrecs tere Mayoe a
nd. Wouldn' see ther
e o b e <at it uenxlmy “Every
ussieh i tre ks, Tyl cut o n . ot
i thom neadon. Agreod” Looking about he
Group. Some woiced i assent. Touly. Otre
s e rwiardy Sovera fomatred alon
Akryd was one. *Agreed?” Sasha repeated, looking
.

“Aye.” Akryd sighed, wilh the air of a man doomed
o an upleasant fate. “Ave, MLady. We wil at that




Owenty

‘SHSHASAT ASTRIDE HER HORSE In the middle of the road

that wound along the right bank of the. ver
The sky was dull with early twilight, yet somewhero
torn mounlains, there seemed {o be

yellow on their far sides, as if sihouetied with light
Low-angled rays fell upon the mouth of the Udahyn
Valley ahead, and those craggy siopes seemed to
glow.

To sither side of the road lay vast fields of grain
with pale green staks and golden heads. They rippled
Inte Igh wid: movg svathes of colrn o low

futther mountains. To her left the Yumy
flowed wide & gl rgged foress em:machmg
upon its rocky left bark where the foothil

been plartod long ag0. by human Fand
maintained al tis tim
ot mejosic. wpon he. riverbank, was an
emuste Dagoda of beaulf arcres, apparety well
itained. Talleryn sy d the supporting

posts, 5 foraign. m..g Seript whose " shapes
seemed 1o repeat through the form of the stucture
itself. This was a culure eightened, yet almost lost.
This, surely, was worth fig

Behin e, across the ol o grin,srched e
forward rank of an army. Warho
oy han ‘belore aresty red fom. . day
exertions. Many nibbled at the grain as they waited.
Soon, much of these unharvested fields woud be
destroyed. A necessary saciifice, she hoped. To the
rear, a new reserve was gathered, and once again
Sofy was with them. Sasha had considered leaving
her at Ymoth...but again, Ymoth was badly exposed
foraids fom Hackyn lages o e east. s arison
held by fewer than a hundred men. Tharkfuly, Usyris
forces had brought with them plenty of :n:... nd
maracics, anough o bind most of e Bamo
T oo T o o potacied Soy 1o
reserve. Where Jaryd was, no one knew.

Peo shited redy bereats e and lossed s

head, Wi someutat as than s sl Vo
Trose man waked sth caring fo tha horses nad
marsged 5 got i ik, som fed,ard  vry

[
mtm"g more. She leaned forward now and rut

o aory”she ol i, o the backvard aterie

twist of one ear. | know you'e tired. Just a it more.
Ore mors crarge. Peg\ylmn son of Hyathon the
Warror. Then you

Thore was a gorte roe i hfois ahoad. Beyond
it, she couid hear the distant roll of many hooves,
rawg slowy ear. Usy was marhng st g

s of Ymoth prior to
ook ey b v scots ovnih 1 o1
Ymoth had fallen. Jurelyn's latest report had said that

coveral Hadyn scous et reconty and t vas urikly

aana Know hat her coumn possessed & cear
advantage, both in number and talert. Usyn sacrificed
cauion o ask and gambled at ey woukn! dars
horse on open g
had to work. Surely it wol
She felt strangely calm, unike before the
charge Ftalisc, prtaps Noybe i smma o
all the great tales of

i atte, a had accepied thel ot belnre me o
and faced it without fear. Sasha

mountains that flanked the valley ot e,
alight in a golden glow, and fel tat surely there was.
someting ore fwor it was ot o ay merely

ey ors? o it toward e valley. T
valey of e Udahn i aad 0 be e ome of e



Riders moved up on her sides—her four surviving
vanguard riders ffom the first charge, plus two new
res-Or o, s s, ki aro_four row
re Erolyn, Teel
Toetand A, o sapped ot or sde o i
gased at th gokien aley beyond. H andeome
face was serene.
“You dorit need to come, you know," Sasha fold
him,
Errollyn smiled, and gave a faint shug. “We
0 o5 oty o Eron e 50, wih
complete certainty. Sasha recalled the batte ust past.
effortiess. coordination, the serin guiding their
borses in uison. Tassi distracting one Banneryd

“And we were appointed by the others. They saw we
peolcld you n e s batle, s wshed e 0 do
the same in this one. We accepted the honot

"Ganyou el sachaiers houghis? Sasha asked,
foeing autdeny curious. & seomed & good e
ask. Suddenly, she wished she had asked a great
many more questions than she had. Of many people,
and many things.

Erolyn spared her a curious, green-eyed glance.
"A question of debate, amongst the serrinim,’ he
conaded. “The veferer is ot what you suggest
And yet in some ways, perhaps its." The vl
Avotber Saals e o1 whih thor was 0 droct
tansiaion o an Human orgue Sasf was awaro

ingle spirit” perhaps. Or maybe the ‘great
o Somaming S and ye dvided, A 30
ke the serrin, to take seemingly contradiclory
concepts and twine them together [0 make a whole.

‘Sasha snorted in amusement. I bet | couldn' get a
straight answer from a serin on his deathbed ”

Erolyris smile spread wide. Stuningly. The world
is ot simple”h said coyy. To value th craos s to

valve

et pooi; Sasha eased

help but be what we.

“lam glad of it” Sasha said softy. “The world would
be a far poorer place without the serinim.
occured 0 me veryslowl. over o astow days. st
what some of these people see in me. The Goerer
i e Verortanos. Tyun éisiod ot 1w b6
only person (o lead this column. Teriyan too, and
othors. A s was angry. | rought surly oy coud
find someone else. Bul Ive thought about it, and |
Conceds cart Ik o anyore

Ertolyris gaze was intensely curious. His stare held

force that only a serin could wield. "Why do you
hink?” he

“To be a leader of both the faiths is difficu, |
‘Sasha. "I this land, with our history.
We are a divided land, if ot by faith then by language
and region. | think | u

forco, not a dividing one. But then, royalty cannot unite
everyone, especialy when it is so strongly

Ewal\w compleed o et He bamed s gaze (o
it mountains, as if drinking in their
sp\anﬂcuv Suchwas atways the inenton o i Naci
Keth. To find a third way. That is you, Sashandra. | am
certain Kessligh was aware of this. Perhaps it worried
fim. He avays considered Petrodor and he Bacosh
s the cenre of all the world's troubles, the questions.
Lo which e wiahed 1 contbde. He went 1 Lenayin
in par, to find an uma untainted by Petrodor thinking
and prejudices.
“But it seems he could ot 50 easily separate the

him. “You_know much about
Kessligh she observed.
Errollyn strugged. “He s a son of the Petrodor

that alley. People talk of him ofien, and the latest news
of s dogs nhe bararian kngiom, They wonder
reputed 1o be both wid and




‘Sasha managed a faint smile. “Well," she said, with
ok dlagart deconm."519poss ane ot f o i

“Nor Erohn repied, aiso_smilg, ‘you are
beauliful too.” Sasha scowled at him. Then smiled

Most ser
aloof, for al their charms. There. rmhmg oot
shod Erob, For @ sare, e wos bk diroct
and..”Did you dream of this valley?” he asked,
before she could oump\sle the thought
Sasha binked. w can | dream of a
loce I v o
o vide ard open valey, i 2 her akong re
‘a full maon in the sky, lighting all to
S Sash Sros . e wan o way
describing her dream...he dream she'd nearly
forgotten, that she'd dismissed each time she'd
‘awoken wih It fresh in her memory...Errolys bright

asked of the vellenr
2porosch of hooves beyord he 16 ahead. arew
foudr 1 am dujaneh. a pecil riteress among

e uique relationship.
We serinadmie you Goetoyaior 8 roason. n 15
land, we know where o come, and when. The spirts
speak. Listen now. Your Symich calls 1o you. You are

Imost home.”

From hidden amongst the wheat further ahead, a

e ot oy sl e pickin ot e back o1
her neck.
Erohn resed s bow upon s saddton and
ther serin also
but you do ot truly

iere car
actoss e ffon fark. Sasha e 1 1ok and saw

with his heels ar on the
i sk ter s way e cnkd possby
indie the reins while wielding the He'

o oo 1@ dio, Sasha reatsod. And sha rocalod
wha she'd said o him, standing by Tyrun's body. and
regrted t

s o e for reqrets, e realse By
ipebieit day, there wouid be more than.

Sasha drew her sword. From behind, she coud
hear the blades coming out, a great, rasping ring.
was no need for a speech now. The batile had

been underway since Ymoth. Now, they finished it. A
man stood from the grain to the left and held an am
aloft. Sasha raised her blade and then dropped it
Pog srred as sho apped e hsl, ad boke ko
ihen a canter. She held to the road, as behind,

e great lne of Forses ot trough he Toids of ran

approacting the firs
‘They leaped it, am then the ridge ahead was
fading and a huge, winding column of horseback

Variors appearss, peraps cgh abroes on eer
side of the road. Black Hadryn banners flew against
the golden mourtains from which theyd come. Horms.
sounded and yels from ahead, reamvard ranks
scceerating o spill across the fieds from the road,
moving up to broaden the ines.

came past Peg's knees, and allof the column behind
her were warhorses. Peg hurted across the fiat
ground, the serin and her vanguard to her sides, as
behind, a great wall of charging animals decimated
the golden fields beneath their tearing hooves. Sasha
held Peg’s speed enough o allow the line to catch up,
timing the impending coll

riders following Sasha's path to envelop the Haciryn
column about the sides.



he rebel fine now closing directy on Sasha's heels,
and overtaking her to either side in places...An arrow
whistled past Sasha's ear from behind and skewered

iy irectly ahead. The impact spun

rsemanship (o duck the other riders
How whistearing i actos e side i e bade
lashed by on either side, biades clashed,
an e o bloody impacs. Lightweight and
wnarmoured ke the serin, Sasha haf foll from the
saddle to go beneath one onrushing blow, then came.
in time to swing and collect another across his
shield, then ducked instinotvely below a third as Peg
shied ‘away, probably saving her ife as her head
eyt passing iders knee
\nd then, lear, and racing along the
column's slds—!ln o ey wors 06 Spaced o,
cro5s tho ks b oy o
HouGh hlr mias i o process. Rebel1ders e
thundering in much greater numbers,tearing along t
roadside, diving between gaps in the ranks, slashing
at Hadnyn riders who defended valianty one, two and
then three blows with shield and sword, oy to fal to
o futh s 23 by S by, Evobn was
suddenly alongsido, whealing his horse back and
forth for space, then finding a gap wnnm which

trat man's blow, hen sy ‘sheathed the blade and
e for ta
Saura drd Peg o oo et 1 pproscting force
her customary ltle tug of rein and tap of
and again there seemed © be a hack
shadow g at er id, She loaped o fnce, ard
ck shadow appeared (0 swing right, urgentl
Sasha followed, cuting behind the flanks of Emolyn's
the hidden tree stump amidst the
o i by 1 . ety whord 10 woks e
fidden into it. She waved her sword and pointed to
sl busebetin,who ot nkm e ot
To the right, one of the var
defonding Hadyn across e proiy ms«racung i
srough for Trl o Feck im bindsided
sodde. A Ve ey wnr amongst e usset:
dar, g rion o o it Mg
Wt part of o e, uhere desvemle\y outnumbered
0 chance (o form up. Sasha
vaoed bad( tovard o rosd and saw vrghlrk rders
oing

ganma ack e way s

7o nowin mase, and o oodiescn

o e s wers oy iformed

Hlack. Men fought and siuggled eaporne some
passing rebels hacked them

o don Saste o eackoand o acrors o

main column. Many were fanning wide, small igures

against h castuar forst. o e vesten fore! at

the river, far off across the fields. R was.

poss. th ratasd, e o b staped
tratvay, ralsing teyd beenovemn

in her stimups and waved her sword for

atorson Fom wpl" she yelled. *Form up!” Then a

was alongside with fis royal banner,

wavig Ly Sasha broug e o 2 ot dorg e

roag, s offers yeled, an weapon

‘i homes wheeling across

ﬁe\ds  bandonng i pursul of neemg Hadnyn

e e -acmg “away fom e



main Hadryn column, having no wish to face that
counter charge alone. I the middle and rear portions

econd line, then
Looking about, Sasha saw Errollyn unstinging his

bore a deep cut, and clearly would ot take the weight
of a full draw. He puled his blade instead. Nearby
also were Tassi and Terel. She could not see Aisha,

was disorganised and chaofic, stretching wide across
the fields and fractured in places. i was blocked by
wheeling mobs of riders and appeared (0 be mosty
comprised of infantry in the middle. Here was a
hance, but 1 was il faing Ty ha o form up
fast. Too long, and the Hadryn defensive line would
became n rperastle vad all of ammoured mon and
cavaly, against which her exhausted, lighter cavalry

woul dash romoahes ko waves tpona ot
She stood in halitumed. ‘Through
Conwer she vld. -Gt hose aniy: St hem

ountre middleand eyl n ke sheep!

yels echoed

futor o toward e farks. Sasha waned fo troe
ats, and charged. Peg heaved imself tredly into
a galop, great imbs now heavy where they had once
been sprighly. There was fear in his every sinew, his
eyes roling, his ears far back ...and yet he ran
straight loward that shield-fronted line- that bristied
ings that cu, simply because she asked
him to. Sasha loved him as much at that moment as

A sudden burst of wind fore across the fields,
WAbpInG 0 G apead o e racng . & howiod
into the Hadryn, as horses whinnied and reared, and
the ot ranks of fanky i e heads behid e
shields (0 keep the swiring debris of hootom grain
from their eyes. The Hadryn cavalry tried to charge,
wneven and ragged. The infaniry stood firm, crouched

rear faling. The shields raced closer, a vall like any
ferce, and Pog simpy leap, st ovr i heads.
down in their midst, men trying 1o scater,

instincively with amms over her head as the forest of
hooves descended upon her with an earthshaking
. Hooves struck near, steel met steel, and then

Hach.a bocy aling.spatonng her with oo,
he risked a look up as the rear of her formation

il moving, fmbs broken from impacts, or mail torm
by blades. Some were running, tying to_reform in
mall groups, others picking themselves up off
ground, as the batte continued all around.
An infaniryman came at her ffom the side—shield

Gow fom behind, rening about 82 e realsed wha
was in touble. Sasha feinted the remaining man,
danced back as he slashed at her, took fis sword
5 on the Gown soke, ard kre i apen vih e
rever

re horses racing through now,
boties, Hocion and rebele 1 muical pur!lll Tele\
came galloping, secing an faniyman

il g T i A



guard his approach. Sasha switched the blade to her
left hand, indicating she wished him on e oo

Terel pointed urgenty behind her. She spun and saw
apai of Hadhncavanmen charging st Srainior o
She feinted left, then dove right acs

pa, oling undr N whiing bade as he Somon
made that backhand reverse with amazing skil...and

She swung, faling backwiard as blade met blade in
dofon.. o shock rear oo e weapon fom for
nds, o sooner faling han Trl et at mnin

Cange ar Ty cl M i e St s
e oet. hr ahouler sxoarming, e bl sllsr\gew
optin e e, wch she put down o e fring
mness o impact.ursh ease ta et bade

ad shatred muwey rom o

She threw the hit away Tm came beck
gravbed ris hend i er g swng wp
Gatoped meciaay o e rear

heedmg vy 1o 5. Tghing, Swening 0, v
o evening clashes a6 Sasha chiched fo s
itle and Tought e urge 1o ty e sier, Deae

spirits, she hated being a passe
Where my rorsos: e yeled a1 Terel Whero's
Pog e i hnmar o repy o 2 qoston e
rdsman raced

etoenvon o one S0e s Satr mamod aroun for
Ermollyn, but could not find him. That scared her. No
i, no Aisha. She heard a new round of

aving desperately for air. The racket of battle
onined behind, bt erswro ors Howng

need to stop Sasha gasped realising
suddery tal s vas shaking o ovt: W
o tell them! Someone tell them, pull back! We
st rosere svengi
T toll them.” the guardsman said grimly and
galoped i pocr. robing horse ack oward e fay.
s: vl Tusces et e oo fokow

o
No- said Tore, mmmg a1 o e g Sy |
canitleave you here alore.”
They must have been winring, Sasha reckoned,
e were officers backing off and watching
the batlle wih the confidence of soldiers seeing their
enemies flee. The guardsman arived beside those
officers and pointed back toward Sasha. One put a
hom (o his ips and blew the reform. Horns duelled in
the darkening sky. and the cries and yels of men also
began to change pitch, seeking now to instruct and
orgarise.
Sasha tmad in e saddl sy e score

or limping, searching for comrades, or simply away
fom whore ey been o Coernyet giarid o
Hadnyn rider with war tadyis
Spperentclaires s e foonod nsived ionce
totre tumpets

T rerants of e resee wers g across e
fields now, dismounting as they
Sasha tappod Torl o o ahoulder o pom\ed e
reined his horse about with no dissent, and rode that

way.
Soon a dussief-ider came racing foward them,

mvc\sd o Sasha and Tr's s i romarable
judg
"o Sty sire up at et incarm. “inere's
Peg? Arsyou
‘I fell” Sasha repled. Her voice was strained and
roarse She by oo Ter
missing whom
el Soty snd wgonty, o bt come
wey” Andshe was offagai,galoping ahead rough
e wisled wieckage ofgran man and noses
o SoNs guards gave Sasha an apologetic swug
ping off in her wake. Terel managed



get his mount to a canter, but seemed not to have the

bloody and limp, her strange, bronze eyes gazing
sightlessly at the overcast sky. s o o
Aisha's cheeks from her pale blue eyes, and blood
frickled from a cut on her temple. Sertin biood was
1m0, Sae saw ket ke a hmars. Some
Vererihanes otherwise. Sasha would much
e v romelne vt ot o

e e iy bt She odked 00 young, and

uch a scene. Like  lite girl. Sasha's

broats caogh o et _Hor moter ed bl

Lenayin many times." the serrin gir said softl
crading per fends body "Sho Tougit in o Gt
War, wit
assigh 06 me ot many serin id” Sasha said

quiet
“Not as many as shoud have," said Aisha, gazing
down at Tassi’ lfeless face. ‘Even then, the serrinim

thought he Goerer-yai less importart. She feared the
sertinim were becoming selfish. Tassi was never
selfsh”
oan see; Seshm agroed. e g e syes
“The parging” Torl said ey
knoolng at Aisals side, ad pacing @
roktes Trome o ot e sl v ik . oot
fights, and our numbers decrease. Now, we are fewer
i

i
At Sashais side, Sofys gaze was pale and sober.
‘Sasha reached and grasped her sister's hand.

Jaryd awoke. He hurt. He hurt very badly. That was
good. & meant he was sl alive. Snapped stalks of
wheat pressed against his cheek. k seemed strange
athe houd fs! it discorsort sbowe o e oter
pain. He coud smell horses. And leather. And swe:

the force of an ax@ bvown o a vee. Cuiverg, i
riggered other memories. Fal
oy, oy Ho bt brought much about
his sisters. Galyndry was to be maried anyhow.
She'd be fine. Family Nyvar meant naughtto her once
she married. Delya was already married. No big
thing. Wyndal, though...Wyndal was fiteen. He was
s in Tyss, rot sveyons caud go fo Rty
Wyndal uidn't make a

R e e o et Who e o b

now? And who woud adopt Wyndal? Maybe Fami

‘Shaty wouid adopt him, at least then he could be with
ya.

_Hamind s ot Tt wasrt 9004
ryone ahays said his mind wandered oo
Fon s vok v e & reay rdo Tres
iyou dorteam o conoentte. Fool. Gods, he was a
ool Hetd never thougtt a faniy So fagie. & had
ahways bean such a grand ting. fl of Unces and
s coie. T . e eor b or
tim, faber, and s Sibinge. se rad
grover lgirce Py larmly maner o
oie? As much as o
i
i e to move his et am. The pain of i neary
ade i pass . Ho oo 6 o s and
rolled heavily onto his back. His ribs hurt. Surely he'
Dot some o ke ot el o Hs
hear horses, distant shous and tuy
mea open s cyos. Tt wes an i Tt
2 0 i of g 5. o 0 ey oo e
aa.k.mg Scon 1 o e kSt v o
e was, and who had won, before
g igmmsappeamu entre
00 imsalf pright. That hut ke hel. He
ot ramindedt of sounticse et hed fakon from e



horse playing lagand and awoken to find people
looking down on him. Only now, he seemed 10 be.
alone.

Gasping, he got Iis good arm down for balance
and sat up. Sl he could see nothing...except that
there s o dead horse hing besice i parly

bicued by e gain Eraugh gin il siod 1
block ah ohar view The haro, at st was ot s,
“That was someth

o recaled charging o o Hadon nos. 'y

1d. N
O o i o3 it o 0 Sactere o
leverage 1o duck, dodge and lean. His only defence

would

have kiled him had he not...and then...he winced,
frying 1o recall. His head hurt, along with everyting
else. His helm had fallen off. He couid not see it in the
grain about him. A horse galoped nearby and he had
noideaf it belonged to frer
A pain stabbed at his right side, worse than
others. Jaryd put his hand there and found a tear in
vy mal Hs fgers came avay bioody. He
rocatod. bar he'd seen bamers ahead,
e e mad Had Dnargad at them. There had been
adn warirs tore, black and
snvev witr mg Snads” Guing Theyd
..ot ty 25 bo might b coud
retrecal any ot i .
slowly, agonisingly, o s feet. The
mallsoered mpessily oy o s fight shoukder

valley was a huge mass of iders, a

i and siher Ine agarst e feding gold of e
fields. Betind them were s many stragglers,
picking amongst the fieds. o o ot o jaryd
realised, the armies would be south instead, toward

Some instinct convinced him to walk east, away
from et owerd s rokan e o orsted and
ning

vouna on e R lng omed vammﬂy Jarw
guessed he'd probably tom the muscle o

m ahead, faded of coos, e 4o
shape of & benmer learing on the body of 8 dead

Hadryn and not. One of the Hadiyn was
. trying 1o e, propped agairst the dead
Roreds sic. Hostof i onsais were n is ap. A
sergeant in Yethulyn Bears colours lay with his head
split open. Janyd limped past them, searching the

ground. One of the dead Hadryn had deep bite marks
through his hand and glove, the familar cuve of
human teeth. Desperate fighting inde

Ao dead forse 3 daprled gre. T cne,
e s 3 o rped arcnd e oo sty

who had fallen from a great height onto hard grour
Tis cohes were oy, ver s matl wih pi
sttching on fis leather gloves and sitver embroidery
onfis belt

Banners. He'd charged tis way, seeking banners.
Lordly banmers. Jaryd took another wo steps. The
half-conscious man seemed 1o register the bools
before him and looked up, s heim askew. “Help
mel demanded a thin, anguished voice. *Help me,

e

Arertem accent Atamiia pedant oo, Now e
remembered. "There's many hurt, Lord Usyn. said
Jaryd, hoarsely. ‘Help yoursel”

Usyn stared up at him. Perhaps the darkening
ovrcast romaired bright srough for sibouste
because the Great Lord of Hadryn's eyes seemed to
widn with recogniion. ~Jaryd. Nyvart- He sounded




almost relieved. "Master Jaryd, you must...you must
help e up. My father was on good terms with your

Youare heir to the great lordship of Tyree. Great
lords shoud aways conduct themselves with honour,
e ™~

You attempt the siaughter of an enire Lenay people,
and you speak to me of honou?" The
i agai. Toy wers o e same,base rabes. Hs
o-called peers and comrades. Everything he'd ey
aepred 056, hwas aa e
“You would stand there and snarl at me, while | lie
wounded?” Usyn looked abou, desperately, and
found his sword on the ground nearby. He sratched it
e vid wigging oo o e horse'sveigt..and
med. ‘Have you." he gasped,
Gesparaiey. Have yourm Rorou
My laler and brotrr e dead” Jang said
Innelessly “Family Nyvar is no mor
ot e rocts of Veranbare. oy,
o Lo Usyn, | have no honour. | reject your
rou.1am a man afoady dead, and | ave o foar
of anything any ong
Ko il o7 Usyn aske, Thro was fear in
voice, a high thin quaver. ‘Like this?
Deferceless? am ot your enem Wiy, iy o you
these people! You have the biood of
Hgriins Yot s T bty ofLreye The
masters of the land!”
e oy of " Lonain s o lonyoarod boy o
daring to be fii You honour s st Of

1 ddt do 1" Usyn acveamad. e b your
damnbrober Youcar.youcant aceus
o o o1 ol Of
massacres nd 133 ko ony 0 ol wrat y0u
are, and what youve done, Usyn. | know because |
was once of your kind. Ive been so stupid, and so
blind, that didrt realise what theyd do unti it was (o0
fte o rat | desere death. A i | do, m e
certain you deserve worse. Look about
‘Some men were groaning, am\ds\ me g o of
wheal, A litle further, someone
Tornlghts now mowd across e faks, g
searhing or wotrdod
Usn was g, Jard saw i suprse, He'd
hought e any g, bt ot & conard v da
o S Wb greaty. They were all hypocri
and fakes, all the nobily.
g e sobbed, s foos cote,
of my father! 1.l wanted 0 be a
et iord ot Hady waed i 0 b e 1 o,
srd.and Ivartio s my istrsgan, and
lashed his blade in sudden fury at Jaryd's leg.
Joyd oaped bach it . bres omore o i,
and hurled his sword point first for Usyn's throat. 1
struck, and Usyn died with a horrid gurgling, drowning
fastin his own spurting blood.

Jaryd turned away, unable (o face the sight. He put
his good hand 1o fis head and stared across the
battefield, o where the ps of the northem mountains
continued to glow, long after the light had fled the land
belo

I a clump of wheat nearby, he heard a man
oughing. He walked and found it was a Goeren-yai
vilager, with a bloodied face and a sword trust
through his side. Not deep, though. He might et iive.

ibs and leg shrieking prolest, and began imping
foward the rver.

=

Dusk vas fakrg 20 o amy ekomed batind §
Saerive e, No couneratack came, a1 ssses
of ders began fain back 1 ros el Torses and
1t e fver Others searched for falon
comades. Sofheped wih he votrded,and Sasha
i e, bl brssless o e

biing back screams. Goeroe rected il chant.
and Verenthanes



healers, administering herbs and pastes for wounds
as were available. Others brought full waterskins from
the ver Men diod upon he uned Tl of grain
Others ived, and sufere
i ariven Sasha fell by iy ot
e roket she 1 1o be
plen of bloody hetsh gmur\d She cimbed up
ind him,
st e afﬁammg retes manvers y\ammg
inthe ground to ward the approaching right. Her ltle
sister moved from man to man, holding each hand in
tum, asstring those in delirium that it was indeed the

o
asking nothing mre than a walk of the weary animal,
heading for the masses of horses

‘Sasha rested her cheek wearily against his back. ‘|
thought perhaps d lost you,” she mumured.

“And | you,” Ertollyn repled. Torchiight It the felds,

from a
bining dlongside i sadde and handd i {0 ot
Sasta pulos b blada a short way flom
v overy bit tho doadl
lorianen adgs ek ot 4 bioge e beon. v
ity droing I, he c0ud see bt s bl
would be
hose i 1 Sasha asked
s Tassi's,”said Emolyn.
Bt on o, | oukit et ko er.
At isiss she wold wish you o e it s
Erol

s are expensive, Emolyn. I
should be passed on to her family, and then on to their
children...”

“Not 5o expensive in Saalshen” Errolyn corrected.
‘Orly here. That steshwork is not a technique we share
with humans. In Saalshen, its 1o rarer than any other
blade.

“Butevenso.
u domt undersiand” Erobn old her. “Tass
rode al s ey because she had soms hops fiat

uma of Kessigh Cronenverdl, the greaest Nasi-Kefh
fLerayn, doos ol epreser bt ope, hr o o0
ve her Ife for that hope. Allow her
S oot e, v o she aneer
‘Sasha gazed at it or a long moment.“f you wish to
retum it to her family one day" Errollyn added, “you
may do 5o in person. But | suspect they shall el you
eractywrat e

own empty scabbard and
veplaced ot oo ot Sheider nrt s
than damaged, she thought. She'd been
\\x:ky Unhelevﬂb\y ok when sho recaled herbade
happened a moment e:
o % o likely dead. Sern steel was 4
supposed to break. Bt her biade had been old, she
oo Eventingbroke sometme
she amongst the horses by the
e, ammg Enee-doeh in e Soving vters o
the Yumyris. He whmned s she dist
o o o o o, St ok
ose and hugged W nock. Enclys had ound im
wandering, snifing fallen iders, searching for her. But
recogrised Emolyn and Emolyrs horse, and
asha too

as she coud, without
o remove e sadde les some emergeney

riders were also presert,
naﬂgavd i despsmle\y apologetic for having lost her




War, and his occasional, unbridgeable distance. Al
i e, shed been ing wit 2 stanger Oryrow
was she cor

Sho was londing eg 2 sahor midt th mass of
fiverside activy in the torchlight, when Captain Akryd
ami d her.

“You were righ," he said apologeticall. She could
see his face property for the first tme with his heim
removed. I was a homely face, round and ruddy, with
only the racings of spiit symbols about one brow a
temple. The face of a farmer, or a husband, or a good
fatre “Forghe my opposion, MLady We'd fave
red far worse than this had we stayed in Yot

i the oucome 9 yot uwcatain. Ths ten boen &
glorious victory, and

o Sooe s asely Xy s Nodng o the
men about, particularly back to where the wol

“Aye. Mrady. We fourd Lord Usn sin on e

vatonck Soserl st lovk, o Hadnyn is

Severcly wounded, > wondet trey reveat in such
disorder.

 Sasha birked. Usyn dead.Jst ket Sho did

te had a

Yoo rober sh ocalos. ok ooy s On

They!l know that Prince Koenyg will fide befind us
and they!l hope to hold ot long enough for Koenyg to
rescue them”

Aye. Ak raddd “They e e e cice
Does MLady ish1o make canp e

oo axposed o e
oo e moen ases. il ido tonight, force the.
e far up the valley. We can rest when we're

cai
e b shal make amangements

Agproaching gt ard o dous g
above the Udalyn Valley
e 2 omal s s o s s . valley sides
loomed, bathed in mooriight, their broad slopes
patched with fields and forest, grain and paddock
Litte cotiages watched over their respective lands,
some righ on he et sope, arers nosted on
the banks of the river, or hidden amongst fol

Valoyside. Tho Yy fowed broag and saigt
down e valley canvs, farked b geen pasre and
fieds of grain. fis walers gleamed siber
mooniight, and the enire majestic valley i
wai, and watch, with hushed anticipation.

i, along a
road that ifted slightly on the sioping right bank of the
e s flt PerSkin prcke uncontolaby bereth
her cothes. The air seemed war
soutery reeze blw fom bennd hei

ver been here before, and yet it fet as pvi
2% the BaoryValey.

She ok herse flod withlonging. Sho warted fo
call up Andreyis from the column befind, and talk with
him as_they once had talked—as chikdren on the
hllside by the ranch, eating it fom one of Madyn's
orctards, and aking abou orses, or werdvor,or
the doings of other Baerlyn chikdren, and how st
they all were. But Andreyis had e s el
with glory. a rider from the rear had told her, and now
fode with his comrades as an equal for the first time.

fllt more apart from that idylic childhood

word than ever Kessigh e owerig ilr ofrose
ve: ne far different than she'd
reaiised Ammy\s e o rger & by, bt e,
blooded in_batle. Baeryn had lost Dobyn the
 whose wonderful rhythms would no longer

il he Steltsyn Star on a rowdy evening, and Tesseryl
farmer, who would no longer share resh mountain
olive and goat curd with his neighbours. Farmer

compare stumps, and that chickens required no more
n v fngos anyhon. Noting was @i had boen,
and there was no going
e e comeone was singing



It was a low, gentle voice, barely audible above the
kg of Fecues and e siing of hamess. But
was_beauifu, and strange, of fiting melody and
hauniing melancholy. The singer did not seem to wish
niion o herself, yet all murm,
conversation behind ceased as men listened 10 the
Song. I was Aisha, Sasha realised, and her voice
was fai indeed.
She seemed to sense, then, that the attertion was
her, and sang louder. Clear noles drified of
mooniit air, high against the soaring valley sides.
sax out the exact words, but
seemed that she sang of a lost friend, of suffering
seen and pariaken in snd of beoved lands, famiy
and fiends far away. The gentle swaying of
sacde ssamed n g re sovaots mamr of
raning e, and e vt beaud snce
of 1o folds fams and ool
inking ot 21 o Sands 1 v T Tt s vt

those

Damon, her friends in Baeryn, and Andreyis and

Uynato n particar Jaryd. Gaptain Tyon Of frends
made upon the road, and then st forever.

Tears prickled at her eyes. To her side, she saw
hat Sofy t0o rode with tears in her eyes. And yet for
all her sadness, she rode with a newiound
confiderc,sraghbacked and ceri e sadde,

eyes never stopped
wzmdelmg e gazled o e egendary aght
a hand down to her. Sofy

lookea b, casped ot sistos and, and i



Owenty-one

‘SASHAANCKE TO THE DISCRIENTATION. of & comfortable.
bed and blarkets. She looked across the lite room

at early muster. Somewhere distant, she fancied she.
coud hear the yels and grunts of moming drl as
Soldiers rained upon an available patch of groun.
Boond el dummeg fom We_ Ut vel

‘Sometimes it seemed that theyd never stop. Surely
treyd bo goting tred, e A e
without paus

She. bk at the csilng, massaging her aching
shoulder, and trying to clear her head from sleep. It

the third morning afler the victories of Ymoth and
the Yumynis Plain. The previous evering, the king
himself had arived at the head of an army of nearty
Six thousand. Tonaal, at least, was taking no
chances. The banners last evening had suggested

meet with the king this morming. The very thought was
enough to make her wish she coud roll over and go
back (o sieep.
it oom i o stone-paved oo coered by
2 K g The beds wer of
The ooy i e cotage, e & simpl gty
that appealed (o her.
rd tho wirdow she coud hear Sofy
g o e 0 e Gerden. e sisshofvler
fom a pall. AN inauibe queston fom ono of e
guards. _although Sasha coud guess. A cheerful
reply, and the splash of more water being gathered,
then poured. Sasha smiled. Sofy would give the entire
guard coniingent green thumbs soon  enough.
Kessligh woud approve.
Sasim simkted schitg Iris, cambd of bor
shoudr o thn bogen b res in cesn cotes
Washod tha day belre, and did beors he
we mal ngm She'd washed herself (0, in the warm
what a hoary that had been. Once
roseed. sh Sraighened oul e bed and mads 5
Spirit sign o the house spirtfor watching over her and
her sister while they slept ...not that she trly belleved
in'such things, but because she suspected the Udalyn
who owned this house might, and it was considered
026 Mok 0 lesto suh inge egecied for oy

P agping o the main room, she foud ht e
interior guard had akready started a fire n the certral

a ome waler.
*Hell!” said the guard with a bright smie. “Would
you ke some tea?” Sasha binked. k was Andreyis.

repied with a sioepy grin. frying
rush her hair back into place with both hands as
o walesovr Tiow 6 oo s

wooden spoon. °| know they're just being nice. And |
donit think any of them really fancied the morning
shift”

Sasha considered him as she birked sieep from

5. Was It her imagination, or did he wear the.
aword 2t s T with rester confdonce now? And
had ho oven filed out a ltle within his jacket?

Andreis pored e e wse skong s o ko
s ikod L. Trey talkod of e ma

een anover Solgn o iscowr vt of v
Deoved o, ony- e hd been 1 sohnd o
Yimoth, and that only for  strained hind leg.

Teriyan had embraced her upon first seeing her
ator o b, and had caled e a ‘boady gerivs
prlesingbal g oxpecied raof om0 wind 1o
dead even if things went int seen
Sl oo 1o snt 1 basar, wed reve

met them on even terms and lost five times as many
men! You saved an incredible number of men, Sasha!
We're alldamn proud of you, and Kessiigh will be to0
when he hears of iti" Which had made Sasha feel at




o okt arcoa, Dopm and Tessent
partcur...but rot o
ity eough o for doot oponod
Soly entered, camying an emply bucket that heid
ardening oo, e hnds smeared i, blck
< momigr she seld bigty, depasiing te
bucketon the ta
Highness," saldAmvey\s and bowe
O stop rat Sofy aptmandod wit asap a is
. Sasha o aeady it s o an o
fiend buthekeeps b
o 370 pivige” sad Anreyts,wiha
ety iacheveus contdre,
I wish youd bow like that fo me occasionally’
offered past her cup.
“Not bloody likely” Andreyis retorted with a grin
‘Sasha and Sofy laughed
med o expect Sofy to rade pants

dden . smaingbetvoon Pose and somo obers
shedborowsd bom e cotge sesming
o of et yors. W ko nsd a1
et and s, -ere Wil be- pleny of e ‘o
dresses ftr Imur”
the past two days, shed spent watering
e Innﬂng o the gardens, accumuating dirt stains
on clothes and face, and becoming sweaty in the
warm midday sun. Sasha was sure that “happy’” hardly
described Sofy's mood. But it was equally plain that
ver unhappiness there was, the gardening was
a partof the cure.

‘Sasha went outside 1o sit on the wooden bench
before the lower garden and survey the scene as she
ate some breakfast. Sunight fell upon the valleys far
Sope. sigh s, the sssem sice, romsirad i
shadow. Snowcaps upon mourtains
oot i g  onaces . cotlngen,
orchards and rails along the valleys westem side
shone in serene, golden detail

Aoross e valey oo below camped e army...
oom coud cal i 3 canp. Thare wers o . o
course, although men were _sharing empty
ammmﬂdaﬂﬂn ‘on rotating stifs. There were mary,

of horses across the green fields to
siter sidoof ot th v, an mary usards more
back

il rrer doutle, and s e costanty
e been uland e Hadon
ot ed suchawm\ ing
Further north, the Hadryn camp appeamd strangely
orderly by corirast, jriipihiopigegind
across the fields. Black banners flow, and catapults
stood at intervals along the fine, their long arms
drooping s the moming shadow crept across the
valley floor. Men coud be seen exercising and drilng,
others moving at
breakist. Hores razsd on e gras,and opposing
lwma(mm of infaniry and cavalry remained
el rambers rovgtly simiar 1
et opposed bom. A housand romaiing cavay
had been estimated, and another and
Ifrty ot reayorugh o brak Prorgh o frce
that had ir:
Boyond o Hadrm where the grassy fields tumed
o rising rock, and the valley sides began to draw
together in sieep, precipitous sides, a stone wal
spanned the valley from side t side, its ends buried
it near-vertical cifl. Blue and gold baners hung
slong e wall e coloes of o Udahen,and wariors
coud be seen moving upon the batlements. There
s 2 arge Sl weoden gale on (s sde of he
fiver,a smal\er one pon hefr s Mcsl tamazigy
of al, the s River spewed
ot in hat rock, & roarg opray ot wm- «oam e
Udalyn had moved the river, a long ti
walfs foundations spanned a dry, mcky depmssmn
fiver had evidenty once flowed. They must
v caned tis sisep
et walers il 1, ten bl e wall over .
gyl
Several Udalyn warriors had climbed across the




steep cliffs and around the wall by moonlight to tell
thos who coud understand their broken Taast that
were caves a the valey's end. Thousands of
people were hiding there, having eft thir land before
the advancing Hadiyn wave, driving most of their
livestock before them. Food for people and animals
was constantly stockpiled in those caves, and the
Udalyn were a long way from hungry yet.
wall was another mater, cracked and
crumbling beneath the constant pounding of Hacr

casuattes from amowfire s theyd scrambled up the
unstable mounds of stone, and had then met
ferocious resistance at the top. The Hadiyn had
ismanted hovsss and ferce vl in e s for
mmunition, and many of their cataputs had req
Tepal e ot seey Sasra couds00 mew.
deveoping beaches nthewal,uhers e sheer (ace
artlery stones were
et g 1 i, ot days, perhaps,
and there would have been seven breaches.
Hadnn had been making moro laddors oo, sing
forests ar
e o mos condat g e adited ot

rontars tinge, Sasha wondred w " desits Suir
\so\aﬂon theyd somehow
omething others hiad not.
Sy oned ht on e berch wih a cup o wate
bk foad"Youve ealen” Sasa asked e aboua

e Soty ssd with i ssermnt. "o
keep missing bre:
i vosranes amober yawn, and stretched her
legs. I aven siept s well inyears.”she conceded.
Father wil ask about me,” Sofy said then. Gaz

isappoiniment (o get in the way of a
good celebration. "He'l wart fo ask about the
martage

Sasha chewed for a moment as the poridge
seemed 1o lose its taste in her mouth. “What o you
want me o say?" she asked.

Soly sighed, and adjusted her ponytail. k seemed
o Sasha that she might have even had it cut a litte.

qmew Say tat 11 mary a bastrd. 1 o what
Father and Koenyg have tndy decided.

Sasha said nothing. She waned to protest. Badly.
But then...She placed a hand on Sofys am and
gazed at her closely. “Are you cerlain? | have some.
bargaining power here, Sofy. We have much of the
Hadryn army rapped, Father's most oyal supporters.
Soverl of s dsestrthor o io. Faer e
Koenyg will need such men i they wish to oin the war
inthe lowlands.

Sofy met her gaze, in sombre eamest. *l know;
eptad Ko you s porgaang power, So5h.

d at the view before them. “The things
et e aoen o cae st ks ovyting
ook iflere o what i i belore, | mesn, yhen |

o word mariage! 1y ead wes ol ot all
e vinge Abia mas e Tt bk weddng
preparations and ceremories and whether or not
she'd ke her inda

Lt its 50 much more than that, sritt2” She shook

her head in disbelief. “Seriously, | can't befieve Ive.
been so selfish. Allthese men who five and dio by the.
decisons paape ke us make. AL of Ui aies,
deprived of fa rother
Tealon, Sosh Yihe bapped th Hidy, bl pow
Father's forces have us trapped. Youll need al your
bargainng pover o gaincemercy forrese men ot

‘sake of their families. Youl need it o ensure



divided, or al this bloodshed wil be just the
beginning, wort i

“You canit put that at risk for me. When | found out
Koenyg's pians | thought it was the worst thing in the
world that could possibly happen (0 me. But now, 1o
ik hat ighbe responsible 1 someway o more

what | saw on those batliefields...” Sofy shook her
head Joamanty s e lees | o do. Sasts. ¥ |

‘o marry someane | dislike to help keep Lenayin
rolo i ek e 5 vl ameler sacntes o
alternative. | worit be the first o suffer such a fato. Ml
sunive.”

Sasha heid Soiys hand, lighty. There was 1o sign
of tears in her sister's eyes. It was clear thal she had
given this much thought, and had armived at some kind
of peace wilh it. Past the sadness, Sasha felta pride
50 interse she thought she might burst. “Koemyg
ight have changed is mind, Sofy” she said genty:
Falor foo Thef lans aver vorked out anyting
the ey anicipate

e 5 22 amile ard shook her peac. ~ou
o oo enyg or Father as wel as | do.

ce out now. In Koenyg's ey
'o de And Fatur..hus mt changed his i on
anything since Krystof e

“We can hope.” Sas!

Sotysauserad o ran gy Wo canope. she
agreed
=

Aflrbreaidast Sasha rode to e cotage er lalhers
back along the valle

Al-ad s e e rooe o oot Per varguard

d protected her through both battes, and now

s s i o odged pds of s wh

great honour and respect amongst their

pear: Bracy a Sosts vt rode g e 1

colours and armour of Commander of the Falcon

Gverd, and Gaptan Ak, audse resplecent &5

Captainaf e Red Svr

o sun was reatoing o

bvaak s of 0 idges sbove, kgt v kg

upon most of the valley floor. Encamped

Soven e vl Toor and ' iber iopng o
assed h irgs amy

across the trees and fields along the

oo Slopes s they rode, marveling at the wide

variety of crops, the ingenuity of downill irigation

ditches and the profusion of trees that kept the soil

stabl. Hae s ars weo talry pats, ograved

ihe curing script of EGu wriings. Colourfl flags

l\ew like sireamers above long temaces of gm\n o

eep the birds of, Sasha guessed. And
Seevat cuiing in he valey brecz. Aoy fonce
posts there were windchimes, making gentle music of

he broeze.
Soon the small column of riders came wpon a
coiage, win many horses terered by o bend.

foward the path that led up 1o the cotiage, e
Vanauardmen emainog berind
A Verenthane Royal Guard lieutenant stopped the
tio ol the base of tose sleps, resplendert n I
colours and gleaming heim. “MLady”
ey o, 6y st sunel\der your weapnns o
enter the ki
Sasha oyed e horaes teherod furr ot

They were splendid indeed, and soveral were of
o shades of vl o o & oot favourcd by
bres from the royal stables. “No Lenay

Commande yo s coma © paey between ares
without weapons,”she repled (o the iewtenant.
MLady, it s the king,” the euterant repled stery
Youmust disarm.”
Sasha repressed a snort of disgust, and gave a

MLady, we have reconsidered!
Sasha stopped, tumed about, and gave_the
gathering of soldiers a very displeased look. “Told




you it would work,” she murmured from the side of her
mouth at Jaryd, as they began their walk back.
“MLady is tuly insight” Jaryd muttered. Sasha
gave him a woried look. Probably it was not a good
idea to have him here. But then, such talks required
th presence of e mos seriorand,wi Ty dead
nt Jaryd. Lord or peasan, he was stil
Cormenter o Foion v
Sasha allowed Jaryd 10 take the lead up the stairs.

Soveral longserie lowers were bert. Sasi
stepped across (o them, with a disapproving cluck of
the tongue at the guardsmen.
re guess in these houses, genlemen.” she
said stemy, straightering the flowers. “Kindly look
aftertheir property as you woid your own. Or else the
house spirts will become upset wih the mess, and
your siee
‘And with thal, she walked inside, satisfied with the
disquet on severel oss o Pt et et Even
fererihanes could become supersttious of Goeren-
Jo spir, e and of e Usan
s plain and simple like the many
thers et doed o valey Von siood ot a diring
table and tumed (o observe the new entrants. Sasha
Caw et faher, s and drk n black cloak agaiet
th moming'scil Ho woro mal bl i ater
shoulder guards and heavy bools. Sasha's gaze
lingered. She ot recd o bt e o
fathor in mail, with a sword at his side. A
ehihood parade.po
. of course, was similarly atired. A king in
i, Bamon aned bgaet g o vl 2.6
hand. While the others looked grim, Damon's
expression was_sour. From his posture
expression, and his place at the back of the room,
Sasha guessed that he did not feel himself o be in
good company. She hoped he'd been making a pain
oftingal.
thers, well...here was Great Lord Kumanyn,
siosa poker Spits knew by anyoe bough him
important enough to include in this gathering. And
rere was Creat Lord Rycysh of Rarash o loss, Also
presert was Lord Arastyn of Tyree..no, Sasha
comaced perst, Gt Lord Arssye of Ty, s
handsome gaze, fixed on Jaryd, held a curious,
orpressaios sy
two great lords were Lord Faras of sfayen
g o Pavabys of Neysh. The south, Sasha thought
arkly. The olher large piece of the Vererihane
e m smm had harboured Verenthanes long
before they ‘e popular i the rest of Lenain
o Lores: stm said by way of greeting. She did
o, she was suprised to realise, feel particuarly

nderhercomena, Hr foroes cod b destoyd f
. the catastrophe would not
o Hers Voo a oalion of power. Hewever bt
fatho and Kooy might desio i she voud ot
grovetor loed all known to each other, fm.
faridmemy
King Torvaal gazed at her for a long moment

as if uncertain of their standing. King Torvaal had not
needed 1o fide forth from Baen-Tar and deal with a
miltary matler for quite some time. Since the Great
War, in fact, when he'd been barely more than a lad.

lo doub the lords wondered f the king was trly Up to

Well. Sasha wondered herself
Solisvihyour Tonas! s
ncemed, were you?” Sasha nearly remarked,
tvohinad She . ohe s et
“Did she discover the wedding plans?” Sombrely.
Sasha stared at him for a long moment. “You dorit
sound suprised.”
sary” said Tonaal, ciosing his eyes
by, 8 rmais recessary” e ey apened and
n ber dircty wih more tan e ustal
mpasiiy. aioodm, “The
anged. i shal proceed becatse Lenam i
it On this point | shall brook no argument




ght have chanced a morment wih e father, b
e i kot warrant s aintn

The od anger resurfaced, cold and hard.
Tempered now, by the circumstances, but real
enough. He'd ignored her before, all her views, values
s apinons N, sy, sh wouk ctbe s

was a picher of water ai
i Tonaal 50k e pcner Hoh, ans pores
into both cups. Raised his cup to his lips, inviting her
i s eyes o do evise. “Dort ke 1, MLady
said Jaryd from behind. “There's poisons that car
st ot i ol et

stared up at the young man with genuine
argor Wasor Jand. ne sad cady. | woud rever
poison my own daug}

- only man amongst you who
coud say thatfor truth, Highness," Jaryd said darkly.
“ou ing here, Jaryd,” Lord Arastyn
‘o i vy ok e 3 rlor Ty, Famly
Nye e 0 more, a8 s proparies end ks are

barren. 1o idee wy Sasrand brovgntyou
youarv\essmana\am\sss easar

Sasha hoped Ay ok resan Jod
e e e ot SUpS. 5ot 4 s Corn

it her chalr remained a suitable distance from
tal,hr oot raced pon the oo, rhearsig i her
mind a fast grab for her bl

s Cammanier o o Facon Gard Ja aryd
roplad. Thoo was o apparent tareion n s voice
whih oy made tal he more oot

Ao s 0 you rastynreplied

o e o Gl e s
Jawd —nme are men of the Tyree Whie Talons who
wel, and il tel any others of the
Commoniok in Tros who caro 0 sien How ong wi
the noble families of Tyree survive shoud both their
vaunted comparies and most of the commoniok,
Verenhane and Goerenyai, decide that you have
outived your ussfuness?”
ue Hghness” Lord Ryt broke n angr i
heavily accented Lenay, ‘this is madness! You
bargain with mmn' Look, this whelp threatens
rsumecionevs
e Tyros bty foan eremy of o
Valaran robly oo Lord” Ko
it ki v a Jane, ‘Shota s rab
friends in Tyree be threatened, all of Valhanan shall
fide to their ad.*

“All of Vahanan wouldn't ride to your funeral
Ko Jae eoned ~au ot spea o o of
Valhanan any more than | speak for allof Saalshen.

“Silencel” Torvaal shouled. From either side of the
table, the lords glared at Jaryd and Aknyd. Behind
them, Damon took anoter sip fom his cup
apparenty disgusted. I shall not have arrogant fools

destroy these talks before they have even bagun.”

Takal" Lo Ryt srried. ‘She's yourcaughir!

el e  tusVerstranaord show har
er mace it o back ofyur
o i e kgt Koeryg

Paratys o oy came 1 W i'e fones ont
be a damn fool, man”

Seven thousand a told them.
Theyve barely any cavalry, buttaken all together s a
good ten thousand wartors. One move against me
s Hadons g foro shabs destored
between us. We'l give them as much mercy as they
Gave he Uay. Thk b mostof Hadors sinding
soldiery gone. And almost allof their lords, | believe.”

“You unuiterable fool” exciaimed Lord Kumaryn,
borifid. aitor, but an enemy
of Lenayin! The Hadryn are the shieid of the north!




u would destroy the very protection that saves

ot layig s r afow coppers er”Sesta
vetoned allowing her voice to rise in volume. *| know

T o againes~ Wih a herd sar at Lord
By o s ot o h Goeremyat et i of
them, but an awf lot. Thats neither my fauf, nor my
doing—| was recrued, plucked from my dungeon
without any foreknowledge of what had been planned.
“This uprising was their choice, not mire.

ol mess, my Lorgs. Youve ignored
tho wishes of the ry people whose welaro
supposed o be uimost in your "
oy o pico. Ty it o I Gou A ot you
tide over the 10p of them. If you fight them, they wil
fight back, and you know by now that there's an awful
ot of them. s your choice, my Lords. fm perfectly
happy for it all to stop right here. But the ter
be favourable. Unfavourable terms have already
roused them o fight once. Assuredly they coud do so.

again.
No e srared Rydysh, uterly

uimpres e i Dagan Vet et on
oo s o woud er die

Cyan of Banneryd had been amongst the defenders
of Ymoth. He'd partaken in the cavalry defence and
died within a few strides of Caplain Tyrun before the.
Yot wal, Word had eached Sasha st ahgad of
King Torvaal's arival, when someone from the.

bl coad had rised preisrigugiuctiunt

"Saiha qave Lord R @ resty it smie. 1
hasnt been a wonderful month for northem great
lods, has 2 Tres nary days. Your gods mustiove
you deemy fobedaimingyoualo s
You sk of e dumis of Loy frest s

oo you pserer Kemraryonsiimed

JLergyrsost ket T vt mo and i
the long asha _ replied,
Inmpressed ol Son, b corseqtancos, ol
problem. Not mine.”

you
contemptuously. “The Goerenyai of isfayen have
barely heard your name. ks the same in most of the
westand b sou, Th rrth despises ou nd tere
Goeren-yai of consequence in

o i a1 et Tolow 35 en be drawn fom
Valhanan, Tyree and Taneyn. Yot
Vi soven o boneathyou i sho e clher
great lords cal their forces down upon you,
Sousand wod soom 25 & saping beire e foroet.
The Goeren-yai of fayen shall not weep for you.

Sasha knew spoke e b The Goere-

i of the westem provinces of Yethulyn, Fyden and
Llayen pracised ncient belefs tencng toward a
mysticism that very few eastemers pretended to
understand. All had been traditionaly hostile toward
foreigners, and so had had itle contact with eiter

ring to
o he easterors and norhermers beed againe he
o legend

another bunch of odd foreigners. Company soldiers
had ridden with her, those having been in Baen-Tar,
and having seen and heard of injustice frsthand, and
company soldiers tended 1o be more well travelled
than most. But for the most part, she would find no
ove in the west, and probably not in the south, either.
Neitr woud o serin

oy sk b i wid Gantsin Ayl ot

e oyes fred hard on h king
Sote, Yur Highnees” b conime
s o berle us fom anfng Vo doth owe

Tt ofFrseshi. St you

T o eier amongst the Taen 10 Slovate o 8




lordship, we'll kill him. Should you send priests to

comvert our poor pagan sous, we'l kil them. Shoud
Verenthane lord ffom the outside to rue.

ver s, wot ki . Shoud jou send amis 1o

enforc i fight them i there's
nota Tar\en/n mar
“That is rd Rydysh spat. “Your
hress, p\ease m:l:ep\ oy paganis challenge.”

ot here to bargain for the fate of Taneryn,”
Kean)g "o aptain Akt inablo  hal i tongu

ry orger, Wo disctss e fl o o Ui, ana
e fte o1 Hodn

et Sese. roredin
srasperaton, Yo dor inderstanda g, Koenyg.
You never did. Her eldest brother glared at her.
Gooren i of Tanery, Vabaran and Tyos aro angly
as all hells. Angry enough fo defy a king theyve.
otherwise always respected. And they do siil respect
you, Father” Meeting Torvaals impassive stare
across the table. ‘Don't they, Captain?”

“Aye, MLady’ Akiyd echoed. “Never had no
quarrel with the king. The king brings peace and
trade. Ks the lords we've had a ullstomach of "

“We're her to discuss temms for a peace,” Sasha
said firmly. “Terms acceptable enough to allow angry

n who've ridden agairs the King's wishes o go
back home and care for their familis. If you don't
understand why they're so angry, then you'l never be.
able to offer those terms. They only ask you to listen,
Father. Listen o them, as you've been listening (o the.
Jci, The rce vk have you bk t ey re

the only wice in the land. These men tell you
diflerenty. Only if you oen 1o e vl of
Lenayin can there be peace.

“Lords’ rule might work wel in the lowiands, but
Lenayin s diflerent. Lowlands peasars ive their
thol ives doing wfl el ords el e, X docsrt

e, and its tme all you lowland-iovers

it Conays v over ikad being od hat o do
Theyd raer gt Even e poorst Lenay famer s
a formidable wartor. You'e been kicking the

nest for far oo long, my Lords, and ﬁnaﬂylhelnmeh
27 swamming. lordy i yoswhat you noed o kw0
Lpem g0 back b por rests ar eav yousone
But if you refuse 1o listen, there will be nothing in
Lonayis ure b bod and tears. Even i iavan”
she added, with a glare loward Lord Faras, “where

threl b sraughtioad on e s of fayen o make
the rivers of Raan run red fo .

“Noms your trma- Toas e oy Sasha
tarod ot N, compltely of guar. Birked, g o
gather her thoughis. Behind their king, the lords were
seething, but they dared not interrupt once the king
had made s request. She had 1o get tis right

_Safe psssags foral hess mer” she said fraly
Releaismart of al bose ¥t ey have bt .

in 10 pusshnent. Tonaal sy
Tionee, nt backgoiad irgo riaraced on &
aoop. o i shak ve raned oy
protection. Royal soldiers shall hold open the Udalyn
shall be alowed
tade, o move back and frth,and o become a part
of broader Lenayin. Royal solders shall ensure the
safety of any moving along the pa
“mpossible!” Lord Rydysh snapped. “The Hadnyn
hall never agree! Royal soldiers on Hadryn soil is a
violation of the sanclly of lords' rights, an insult to
ride, and is against the leter of the king's law
as witien by King Soros!”
g Soros I desd” Sasta oplec, lnckmg o
at hor et King Torv
o a ke ofrcpons nher s ok e or

outrage. Sasha ignored them. So, forthe mome, did
King.



‘Continue,” said Torvaal, once the outbursts had
faded. Could it be that thore was a fainy differont
expression now upon his face? R seemed to Sasha
{ pertaps oy ackroviedgementofa
‘common exasperation between them—
kst maybe. 2 hirt of. o, ot e Respec an
acknowiedgement that perfiaps father and daughter,
as ltle as they knew each other, were alike in one.
Tospect—in Subbommess, and dearminaton and an
utter disdain for the disapproval of others.
“The Taneryn shall be free fo choose their own
succassion 1 Lotd Kiayiss, Sasha coninued.

forthcomi
Veraibane oot o, an e g sl respers
the result”

“The ancient ways have never tnly recogrised
gront rés, howevr Krapes fed Hsot: Tonaal
i, i grim oty ow can b s of e
anient ways delorive e oucome of @ modem,
21 50mo s clam Verertane, merton?

Sasna binked at him. 1 was the queston of a
knowedgeatle man, Sho was aswrlshed A, st
as quickly, she doubted hersel. How well did
know her father truly? And how often oy Kesshgh
insisted, against her own disbelief, that all through
Kiystoffs e, King Torvaal had been a fair and it
man wih i Goorenya? Things rad ony har
i Koyt ot o e ok v e e e
weight of protest from Lenayin's Verenthane leaders.
had shifted the path of the fulure, and convinced the

this previous vision for the kingdom had been
ungodly after all. Her father's knowledge of the ancient
‘ways was not dead, it seemed. Merely dormant.

“The ancient ways are flexible,” Captain Akryd
spoke up. “Taneryn has its own Rathynals, whe
chiefs and vilage seniors gather to discuss matters of
the province. We shall arrange another. The old ways.
accept much that is new, Your Highness, even if Lord
s ma ot Notalin Tanenn ars o him?

Might you stand for the Great Lordship of Taneryn
yousah Capian Ayi? e kg asked shraucty

Lo Kraiss spokeofen o saing the Udayn, bt 1t
s you who stand here

L resed e e 1o tum around and ko
Botint s neard = ok o g v 28
‘Akeyd shrugged. “Perhaps,” he answer

Torvaal considered him with oyes
Prossed his lips thin and gazed out of the cotiagy
windows across the sunit expanse of valley. "I s

for i valley for mary centies I seems tat the
plans for this to continue.
o igpmesst Lord Rydyeh excaimed angriy
The gods put men in the world to do ther bidding and
fight their battes! One does rot simply give up the
batte as lost because of setbacks! At least we must
demand that the Udalyn convert! This is Verenihane.
e, surourded by Verentane people! To ask he
e 1o coexist wouid be folyt”
do everw/r\ere else in Lenayin, the king said
mildy. Why
e et ord Rydysh seethed. ‘We value
our indopondence. Theso lands. a0 ous. Wo o
things our way, Your Highness. King Soros decreed
that it woud be s0.”
g Saros s dead: sed e g, e -
ord Rydysh glared at him, grinding his teeth, Koenyg
oot momioratie et For o
years, the powerful men of Lenayin had taken the
king's lack of involvement in such matters for granted.
Vicng Bm Sesha e eart i wi 2
new, pe? Dared
anyone mpe et T ot kg Tl
- been defealed on their home
. | Lam Rydysl\ Torvaal said. ‘The gods have
victors clear.”
ng Torvaal tumed to Sasha. “Your terms are
acceptable.” There was a deathly stilness. Sasha
coud see the lords thinking furiously. She wondered
how long any decree, even the king's, coud suvive
against allthe forces pushing the other way.
however” Torvaal cortinued, “have terms of my

H

‘Sasha nodded. ‘Name them.”



"All men who rode on this adventure shall once
again declare their fealty 1o the throne, wpon their
Ponou.Onyonsha oy rceie 1 me-r roarion’
course,” Sasha agreed. ver foft your

conic,ainr Ty ps gt s and 5oy ot
the king

1 gives me ite confor o preside a5 2 reuel
over a Lenay civil war, Torvaal said somewhat testly.
ey hall ream o me, and uicky:
‘Aye.” said Sasha. *She will when she's ready.” Her
father's stare darkened at that ‘Father, tis is her first
besat f fsacom n ighteen years! Give o g 8

é

Torvaal said fimiy. “She keeps the
cnmparvy ol rough men and soldier. Peopie wil k.
Rwillnot do.

S s our wounded,” Sasha coracid, any.
“she st noeed”

peated.
Satra sghod o, You Highvoss.
“Masler Jaryd shall present himsel (o his Tyree
fords for judgment.™
Not a bloody chance,” Sasha said gy
*Sashandra," said her father, with the beginnings of
temper, “the powers of a king in Lenayin are fimited.

law. A king has o say in a fight between provincial
lords, This is an intemal matter for Tyree. I must be.
sefted.”

“Whats to setle?” Sasha retorted, glaring at Lord
Arastyn standing over by a window. ‘Family Nyvar s

o more. You are Great Lord of Tyree now, Arastyn.
Why do you need Jaryd?"

“Tyree law is Tyree lay
immutable.”

‘Aye, well we're notin Tyree!" Sasha snapped. ‘I
e seven tousand urder my command,ad I make

/" Arastyn said stonily. R is

th s for men beneah my command. You vart
i youcoms and ge
Nou Highvoss: Arast said to Torval, “she is
urcasorable:  Tonaal Gave N a. 6ok
suggested him a fool o have expected anyihing else.
“Who'l you get to come and take me?" Jaryd said
from Sasha's back. His tone was fat, with

darkness. “The Falcon Guard? They stand with me.
You are powerless, Arastyn. A poweriess coward. Al
the power and wealth of the Tyree nobilty, and you're
afraid of one man who does not respect your laws.
Wel carm it | domt rsspect your v, |
chalenge those laws. | challenge you, Arastyn.
helenge sou 2 duel.F you war e desd, youu

et said, ity cry cotemp,
evon oo s o skt ko o e b
Lo ik iancless nothng K6 you can crallnge e
superiorto a duel”

“Verenthane law, aye.” said Jaryd. ‘But not Goeren-

Amstn sared st tin, ucomprtendingy
‘Goeren-yai? Master Jaryd, you are a Ve

“Aye," said Janyd,reaching beneath h\swl\sr et

anymare- Ho puled fse
snapped the silver chain about his neck e g
tug, and threw it at Arastyr's feet. | reject your gods. |
rejoct your law. From this moment, | folow the ancient
ways. And | cralerge you lo mrtl comtat, Lord
Arastyn, for the Great Lordship of Tyree, and
deathof my roberandfer”

 men stared in disbelief. “You..."

Amsiyn began, and floundered, speechless.

o cart do et exciimed Low Parshys,

"l d gods. man” said Lo Kumann. Wt of

hessy ookt when ho e mybrober Joryd
snarled. “I he gods shall not allow e
e ety dewilh b anciemt sps oo

a gloved hand through his hair. “Where's a priest
red,

King Torvaal frowned hard at Jaryd. Evidently
thinking. When uas the last time a Vererthane noble.
had converted, Sasha wondered past her
astonishment? I it had ever happened, she coudn't
fecalh L. Pl of sk Goereny had converted
the lease King Soros...but this? She
cou\dn‘l /ecsH L happering even amongst poor,



me face. Exacly the kind of person‘ Kessugn
Ireisad inis more cyacel momers,
shoud expect e worst reacher v 1 oo

thg wer possie” Avastyn said defensively, "you
are stil a man of Tyree. You are subject (o our laws
and pumsh"\eﬁs .

“An 85 Goarenasi; Sasha added. o is enled
1o redeom 2 sigh won s renou, o mal

h the man he challenges.”

At s el Arasy s subpory

Before,” Sasha insisted, shaking her head. Nice
try, sippery worm. *He can' challenge after you've cut

“Achaly” said Captin Akyd. comrsatonaty

“his is the kind of thing a Goerenyai man's

immediate hoadman or chefain shout decdo.

Dusk st be caicted acoring o e proper
"

P pagan madnesst® Lord Rybysh snared, and
strode from the cottage wih a disgusted wave of his
s Ha e it s ofh esr dcr

Master Jayd's _immediate
oo scked 50 K. 35 1 Lod Py o0
never spoken, nor stormed out in rage. “Given his.
circumstance?

“our Highness!” Lord Parabys exciaimed. You'e
ot seriously considering allowing this...this.

m rok st bt [dant soe how a man can be

ihers on what he does or doss not
belovosai o King. lookig at Ak, How abod
your poor bloody daughter?” Sasha neary asked, but
didn'.“Captain Akryd, humour my cuiosity."

“Well, Your Highness,” said Akiyd, *| believe since
Master Jaryd s ino a Goerenyai
community, and has no vilage headman to speak for
him, his senior commander in miltary matters shoud

e

miltary Goerenyai,” Torvaal
ud be you”

fary, does it not?

‘quandaries of Lenayin, the ki
sgred. Espemny considering the Goeren-yai have
1 law, and wil not accept one. There is only.
vadon:
One reason, perhaps, why Goerenyai
erertane do el feauenty v tgete
Akryd. “These squabbles can be corlusi
“Ara on resson why csrain Ve/enlhanes o
ke notiing beller than to ren-yai
destroyed completely” P Gatra ot uamy with a

 Thare s 10 sobon- said Ak i
Arastyn need not comply with Master JaMs
Gemant. o appos s Sko e, s he 2
teronwhich kg coud nenene 25 fuge, Yo
Highness, but as you have already stated, kings
Cammotnenvons on provinciel maters.

4 said Tormal. Arober man Sasha ke,
might have raved at “pagan madness” just as L
Rydysh had. But her father was amua“y cons\uanw
the problem, no
Verotane sou T was why Kossigh o 3o
the man so unswervingly or nearly tweny years. King
Torvaal, cold as stone and about as impassive, was
one of the fairest men in Lenayin.

ur Highness,” Lord Arastyn said storiy, ‘Master
Janc mus oo To pets. T s imporaive. We
have enough great lords present for an appeal to be
\odqed shouid you not alow Tyree's rightul justice.”
more out of you’ Sasha lold him, with
aamenm temper, “and i challenge you mysell. | am
Verenthane and such is my right, since you've made
o finding of law or any ofher of your poinfiess
horseshit against me. Unless you fancy yourself more
than an equal o the departed Fans Varan with a
blade, fd suggest you shut your mou

restained fustation and anger. Yot faer woud
fave o decde I your calerge s . and tere
is o faircause that you coud ofer that woud...”
“Fait causl” Sasha sai oy placing bt hands
flat o the table as ifpreparing o ise."lam he uma of
Kessligh Cronenverd, the daughter of King Torvaal



Lenayin, the saviour of the Udalyn people, and you're
making me angry!
Arastyn swalowed. There were great lords who
o rave accaped e ralnge, o becas oy
were fools, but_beca were brave, and
Nonoria. and Lonay Lot Arasom, Sa was
Souty noing, sesmed i have duous ciaims b all

"A personal nsut seems a very fair cause,” Damon
offered from the back of the raom.
comidudrg e cp, carced; oo beg s
friend of hers, Lord Arastyn. And a fiend of mire. |
think youa ost Qi Wil youhe sl 2 head on your
shouiders.

Avast

sy gave @ bow | mist discuss wih my e
Tyee ko e said. 1 can used...” He left
ik waling lorcormaton «umww the path that
Lond Ry e ko o Gack
n her gaze along the vamammg fords
Ware wsing o a6 momn s
wonder who shal be next?”
have one more term to state,”said the king.
Oniy one? Name i
You yourself shall be banished from Lenayin for the.
restof your ffe.”
Sasha gazed at him. Her father's expression held
o remorse, and no pity. From Koenyg, she saw cold
satisfaction, as If here were at least one good thing

sl s, ok
orly at Sasha. ‘By ihe king's law, | can p:

o deall” said Akryd, angriy. "You assume too
v Highness! We are the victors in this fight,
ot you!

“For how long?” Koenyg retorted, standing grim-
faced noa is ther s, Gk arms foed across
his mailed chest.

force fo bear. We had hoped such drastic measures
weud rotprove necessary

ye, your mercy and forbearance are well
rowm throughout Lenayin, Prince Koenyg!" Akryd
relorted sarcasticaly. Sasha held wp her hand to
silence him.

s all ight, Akryd,” she said quiety. *| knew that
this woud happen. My father has no_choice.
Maiaining ¢ balarce o power n Lerain's dificut
atthe best of times. My presence here, having led this
rebelon rw tresers it balance
e poin” Ay exciimed,sding o e
sice o the ole 50 1o oo
MiLady you e ourmeewe»
Lenayin," Sasha comected solemniy,

o for
\uokmﬂ wainim

ng-haired, plain-faced Tanenyn man shook
i nead I aton, ihate e aforente? o
had 1o choose a leader, and it was between you and
Krayliss! We chose you and now you wouid abandon
ws?”

ha sighed, tiredly. *Please, Akryd, just.just

Imeallnevevylhngl /e worked for. They will attack
. They wil atiack me, more precisely. | wil need

king hias o power without the support of the ords. Ho
st support hm, o ter s o kg nLansyin No
king in Lenayin, and we'

bensal he Cherovan heel a bloody rabble, and a
nded ingdomo orger.

Yol sy 2 nied Goerersyai woukd
bosed o Lenayin?” Akryd looked disbelieving
“What were we rding for,if notfor that?"

Tre Goeren-yai ‘Sasha said fimy.
Lord Faras is right n that. The west and the south are
mostly not with us. They are sirangers {0 us. s ot the
right time, Akryd. Now is not the moment to make




and.”
“When then?” iy srowed 1 sion ofreres 4o
. no quaim in

displaying such msunwy before the watching eyes of
One of Lord Krayliss's men,

S e vrecl Apassionls mon wiling to

Great Lord of Taneryn. “When woud be the right time,
ifnot now?

Sasha retumed her gaze 1o her father. “Lenayin
marches to war,”she said. “War in a foreign land, far
from home. Our leaders feel we have alles there
Ty ol v shall be amongst s, fghingforre
Larosa, 3
chaniser et
believe appeals to Vererthane brotherhood, as if a
common faith can patch over the profound differences

st between peoples from far away lands. |
believe our Bacosh friends wil stab Lenayin in the
back at the first opportunity, and leave s o bleed and
die. Kingdoms are buitin such ventures. Men from all
over Lenayin will march and serve side-by:side, as
ne before i al their long history. |

Lenayirs future fies as they hoid today. Many tings.
can change on the road to war.”

The many faces opposing her were wary. Even

Kosrygs gazm shoued » e, doring et 0

. She'd been thinking on it, on

ol aive ide norh They cou son et awey

ut they coud not stop what she had

o
I ot fight our serin fiends in any lowlands war!”
‘Akryd declared. “Should the call come, M refuse!”
worit” Sasha said fimly. “You worit
bacaune |11 y0u you wort Lerae muat vand
together, Akryd. Goeren-yai and Verenthare, a
roirean s o o Wi v i oo,
when the call comes. Someone has 10 keep an eye
on our brave and wise leaders. Someone has lo
make certain they don't sell Lenayin down the river for
a handi of coppers and a holy blessing. That
someone shall be.
Undecsaeing dewnad on Ak fec. e sared
And drew himself u.
. MLady. he said
coldly. I undersiand. We'll waich them. Perhaps ifs
I, for the Goeren-yal of the south, east
andusstiolgstio kmweach otrer beter. Perhaps.
we can come to ar
ou mangy e Koeryg o beraath is
bre:

e in a sow s ou wory cbet
Jour own e, brother: ou can trow e ou
Lorin, b Twas escing hat wey . fact f
finkwe alare
=
Fires bumsd before the Udabn wal and the swest
ight air mingled with woodsmoke and the smel of
Gooking laughter, sl and sorg. Sasha sat beside
e paricar campie, o 5 f e n P and
Celabratons. The Hadnyn had lefi—
mm il s an evry a5 o it
m. Now, men of the column reficed a tht,
o v oy b b porioned bl
disobecdience to the king by he king hmsef, and that
troir_families woud sufer o hardship by their
actors.
o Udahn fad omorgd bt i vl for
ime in rumbers, amid scenes of wid
ce\ehmnan , ovenal ad ambaced and. Sosha
her cokmris Verentrane
varicr ver s groion ity onaas. My o
tm U s skt 1 o & see 0
s
uaams cmet ok was o and o o
Lenay Vererihanes would shed their
blood !ov Ihe Udalyn. He did not hate Verenthanes, he
said. Oy Haciyn.

Sasha watched now as men about neighbouring
campfes ate, sang, danced, or atorped broken
conversaton with Usaly men, ofton tough a chain
of intrpretors who made incroasingy loss serse the
more ales they downed. There was much fascination
that the Udalyn did not look particuarly difierent from



blue
re. but the Udalyn were
rortamers o,
midst the crowd, Daryd and Rysha
sat by separate e, surounded by parres. sibings
and extended family, who pressed them for teling
after teling of the things they'd seen—Baen-Tar, the
Saint Ambelion Temple, Tyree and Valhanan, King
rvaal and the batles of Ymoth and Yumyis Plain.
Sasha had received the impression that were it not
o G preserce. the Nesr Famiy migh rot
have believed the tale. She'd been pulled o that
froside by Aisfa, whod tought § somaiing sho
o see o Udain chiren back wi e
family, all of whom seemed to be account
A st o e mere o, Darts
by the freside. Sasha had seen
meneclaely bt el v woud 35 gady havs
 the enire night as she did to
Rysln. bt there was something in Daryd's manner
that forbade it. The men, too, watched and
fstoned o ho boywia gt Hougl rospect
n seeing Sasha, Rysha had leaped from her
s lap with a cry and run 1o her. Sasha had
plcked e U, higged e, the carted e back 1o
where shed given Daryd a more
empcndless o e choek. e Udabm boy had at
least had the good grace (o blush. inroductions had

they realised who she was. Asha, Sasha discovered
with increduiity, was now partly fuent in Edu, from her
tme fidng wih the chien, a these st o ceys
inthe valley. Barely a week o language.
Bt cerin. it hrd seamed possib.

e tad singped. Wk, | krow Gl
s eoplaned. ‘D16 you know that Crarovan 15
el e oo 000 o MU o oo Loray
fongues? I you know Cherrovan, Lenay and Lisan,
yuc Canwor out e rest proty st

row Lisani 107" Sasha had asked, aghas.
Liso .t it provinen wsom tongue,

s such for ts origins from the great Lisan

from Kazerak to the south. Others insist it is entirely
idignous i westom Larayn s s deas of
. 1 love (o travel thore in more peacef

o

Sou spesk Kaze too7" Sasha had sighe,
resignedy.

Of course!” Aisha had been scandalised. “How
can one speculate as o the origins of Lenay Lisani
without knowing Kazeri?"

*How indeed” Sasha had found it a litie

depressing, in truh, (o be confronted by a foreign
peopl ko kew o mor baut Lerayin en she
ever would. Terel had lokd

Spoks sevrioen anguages, ot ksl o e
Saalsi dialects. She was now infent on making that
eighteen, in the days they had letinthe vally.

“Thats inhuman” Sashia had made the mistake of
remarti

“Indeed,” Terel had repled, with an amused flash of
bright red-brown eyes. And Sasha had realised that
she'd oy stated the obvious.

left Farmily Yovenar together at their freplace,

pleased that at least one family had found an entirly

happy ending. And had dared to wonder if her own
family coud ever dream of such a future

She wondered now, siting with Sofy and Errolyn by
their own ite fireplace. Teriyan and Andreyis were off
carousing with the rest of the Baeryn gang. A part of
Perwarted o bewih hem but he loew f woud be

he was the leader. She coud ot favour one.
gmw o oblers vith e presanos wihout ofaning

T e Aisha and Teet” she askod Eroly,
watching the surrounding commotion. There was a lot
of music, much of it poorly piayed, but the dancing
was m @ Hiher ity Udayn an ot Lerey men

fion, resorted to
songs, dances and fiendly contosts of srengih or



pitibiil et hoimtiic el
icchoaded men ho. ouaMt lo. know Doter

drinking.

"Tor foure n o lady who caves wooden s
ina traditional Udalyn ste,” said Errolyn. The fireight
it his eyes 10 a bright fickering green that was like
Pothing human. He sat on an old stump, elbows on
knees, gazing at the fire with a cup in his han.
“Toref's a master with wood. | believe she's giving him
a tour of her cotiage, ifs just nearby. Aisha is no
doubt offtalking to every Udalyn she can. Working on
heraccent”

saw Ier Soly said, nodding. The cup in her hand
s Tl oty st of vire ol od asied
roril: She ohed a b ey Seehs v
rotabauo soprsistrs ore ool ebelloniet

“She was atracting quie @ crowd. All very
Gontemany | was peased 10 see. A prty of
Oaymwortn arouns 1 ke coan el usbands
id ot wander”

“She deserves a disraction or two,” Enolyn said
quity. “She misses Tassi. Sho does rol relsh
long ride back to Petrodor witrouthor”

Saalsheris rading interests n Petrocor wore huge,
Sasha know. Kessligh said that Saalsheris woalth
had buit Petrodor and tumed it from a fite fshing

e 10 the most wealthy cty n al Rhodia. She did
ot pretend to understand the complex web of power
and relatorships between the various competing
famitos. that dominated the Petrodor trade, tha
tracing infrosts of Sasishen, the mainiand foudal
s, o dockids poorwin i ko s o e
NasiKeth, and o, the hugely powerd
Verntare prestoos. Bt r0 was eerned 1o
Jearn as much as she coud rom Erolyn before she
arived in Petrodor hersel. A tree-ueek joumey 1o a
foreign and whers sho had nover travelied before. A

ooked forward to it And a part of her
cieaded i fo far rat she wous iy never soe her
Homeland orher peopie again

Td love to see Petrodor,” Sofy sic not fair
ot 1 e 1 vave 015 v o o cos bt |
won' get o see anytang ineresting slong the way.”

On, unie,” Emolyn said wih a smie. °f your
column takes the most diect route fom Basn-Tar,
you vl travel trough Vomnersen andse
therde captal of Laos Tho crun paace vee
1as sheerwas bl e ¢ ot o
e st and iowers that oom vel sbave aven
Dot R ot e Tosla s vy pocr where
tre gl fade o fow. and . a1 oing

o s of aver 3
Pundred inds of grape

“I don't think theyl tmve\ through Vonnersen,”

‘Sasha replied. “When Sofy's wedding DanY Qoes, \ﬂl

Vort verd el ay merehing ough e e
Theyve had bad experiences with Lenay amies in
the past. And Telesia will wart them crossing furthest
from their ities too.”

Enohn sirgged, Well souhem Torowan i wery
pretty” he offered. "And you'l travel thro.
Becoeh, hor ere ar some artesic reton o

e fong ey Sy sid ity She sipped
again at her wine. “Sil, it shall be spring. | have
winter yet to last throl

i be there, Sofy. Sasha assured her. ‘Somehow,
14 e, You statbe marid vihut ms, | swear

“\hen Sofy ooked at e, or eyes scemed ©©

shine in the firelight. “You shoudnt make promises

you donit know if you can keep,” she repled. ‘Il be
fine. My father shall bo ther
some of mybrahor, tloast

r head. “Kessiigh insists that

Pelmdor ishe ey o prevening s corict. I si

a feeling that 11 be finding my way

v Bamshs Some poin ik we ol

Rt woing bty shoks oo g Baen Tor
from Petrodor just now. Only no_one’s therel How
beasty of me o find that funny. The poor gir, she
must be distraught How embarassing for er.”
“Another reason for her to hate me," said Sasha



‘with a shrug. “fm sure that'll suit her well enough.

oo e Soy sighed, considering the cortents
of her c

Whats Sasha pressed, win a sy smie. o
haughly defence of Princess Alythia?"

Sofy smiled. “I's not that. I's just that...vell | was
foeling so sory for myself for a while as | was
gardening here...you know, wishing for the innocent
ltte gi that | was, and wondering if | couid ever be
her again. But then | realised that 1 one can. This
{adey o cilrarkaday Y never b it s,

wil never be wha they were—and for
Dete hape. A L oceuned o e ot ooy o
inevitable that psuple cart abiays ge teir oun vy
its good. Usyn didnt
it Aot 1y carh tham  ahovtd e
And neither willAlytha.

su'vnsa

Sasha gazed at him for a long moment. She couid
fol at this moment, be wilh her Basryn friends
Kessligh had gone to Petrodor. undations
t had once underpinned her ife had all shifted, and
was a now path before her. She had served
Lenayin as best she coud In this one, desperate act,
Now, she would follow her uman to Petrodor. She wa
Nasi-Keth, and Petrodor was a stronghold not only for
them but o e s a vl She gazed at Eroly,
and wondered if this fulure she gimpsed was really
S0 strange and unpredictable ek e sorin o

Kessiigh, and the s tre mary eachings
o e N Kol Kessigh hovst oo e ot §
rose tsachigs, and ht hoiage, e respect .«
had deserved. Perhaps now it was time fo put of
arievances 1 bed. Trne, ae the 0 Va\hansnsaylm
wen, to put the shoe on the ight foot for a change.

*So, Master Emoln.” she said. *Ras®el malhrahn
tlosse?” How do you see the road?

Erbn sied. Wey'un ol h sad. Seep No..
more then sieep.Ei he ative tene of e,

oot o o I 25 2 s b migt i ot 8

hing eat. Sals words. came o
which came together and came apart to make new

Svainertai was an old form of “beauifl” meaning
Something ancient and beaulif, but the ah probably
came from ahsh, a related word that meant, very
roughty, "o gain enlightenment from beauty” And

She shook her head in faint amazement. The
grammar was appalingly vague, by human standards
u o s vere empiical. Serin made
ingrecion ino n arfom words. Sertin

ughs. Serin vords. e oot cosed anher

vt are You saying?” Sofy pressed ith intrigue.
O please, don't talk Saalsi without me! | need to
know what you'e saying!"
“You need to know wha everyone's saying,” Sasha
td ar. The Prccess of Gosap s anacelcon”
*Something old and wise and exremely dirty’
Erolyntold the youngergm
Dorittease me,” Soly sriffed, with a haughy angle
10 her sim aw. 1 very Fightening when 1 angry
nish your wine,” Sasha loid her with a smile. “The
Pights orly young yet. Father may get you back, but
he worit get you back so pure and innocent as he'd
ke.”

‘Sparks swirled and ciimbed into the right sy from

o, minging wih e sparks of many surourding
campiires. Sasha watched them rise into one of the

constellations bright enough to brave the fight of
th iing moon, Hyelnon the Warlor wih s ek
sword and helm. The hero of Lenayin, clear in the
gt sy above e Valey s Udalyn—brave,
pro
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